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Speech by Comrade

Tambo, ANC (sA) ‘

This weekend has brought
us together, the living

and departed. We are
united by the brutal death

of the nationals of this
Kingdom and the children

of the mothers of South
Africa. They have fallen

to the bullets of a common
enemy of the people of this
land, the people of South
Africa, and the peoples of
the world. On behalf of the
African National Congress, and
of all its leaders in South

~ Africa and its jails, on behalf

of all the peovle of South
Africa who are oonosed to this

criminal regime, we wish to
express today our condolences

to you, Your Majesty, to_your
Government and your people,

and in particular to the fami.

lies of those who have now left
us. '

The ANC addresses those condo—'
lences also to the families in

South Africa who have come to

particivate in the funeral ser-
vice of their children and their

relatives..

'These-events have united us because

your Majesty, your people respond-

Wb 7 ed to this massacre with the cou-
Pt rage that is part of thelr tradi-

tion and part of their history.

© . You, yourself, led the nation in
. the battle in defence of the inde-

-pendence sovereienty and territorial

integrity of this country when you

- went to the United Nations. Far

from intimidating the people of

“~Lesotho, the butchers of Pretoria
"“"have united them and risen them

1

in their anger which expresses

itself in their determination to 4
defend their sovereignty and indep-
endence. Their murderous crime has -
lifted this nation from its geogra-
phic hearts of the nations of the
world, winning it the support and.
solidarity of mankind.

The Kingdom of Lesotho *oday is a
great country, a great nation of

great people led by great leaders.

We in Scuth Africa are streng-
thened by this, Pointing out .

that the struggle is being

waged in South Africa and not

in Lesotho or in any of the
neighbouring countries, comrade .
Tambo stated.: '

"The problem of revolting péople
that has decided to overthrow

that regime, will not be solved

in Maseru. It will be reaolved_.— .

in South Africa *v the majority.. |
of the peovle of South Africa. =

Pretoria murder squads have
been deployed far around South
Africa, to every conceivable

country of laceration. They

massacred in Kasinga, they

butchergd in Chimoio. They
destroyed in Matola. They had
destroyed within South Africa

in Soweto. They are killing

everyday: the. assassination of
men d women, their massacres

2nd murders by this regime.

But, as history has shown, after °
Kassinga and Chimoio, the racists
and their ally Smith were defeated
and when they staced the Maserm - =
Massacre nd several others yet 2
to come, at the end of the day | |

history will repeat itself. They .. =
will be defeated. D

r’i.f- -
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They have tortured children, men
and women. They have sent them -
to jail, they have sentenced them.i:
to death, they have imprisoned *:
them for life and yet they have
found it necessary, unavoidable,” -
that they should come to Maseru .
because torture, imprisonment, =
persecutions, killings hove not 2.
changed the growth, the offensive,
the determination of the people ' -
and the fact that they face defeat..

i

"The ANC over the past twenty five
years has offered them the alterna-
tive of the Freedom Charter. The
terms of that Charter, it is the

people as a whole, black and white .
who rule and run the country, they :-
live and work tozether as fellow
citizans, It is a democracy in
which the majority decides, but
it 1s not a black majority we ¥
are looking for, it is a majority -
of the people of South Africa as
a whole, It is a democracy the
kind of justice that cannot be |
expected of the apartheid system.
They have not paid any heed to
this alternative.

The Freedon Charter is an instru-
ment of peace in South Africa,

a prescription to end racist

and imperialist domination over
Southern Africa. To fight for . .

the demands elaborated in the :
Charter and if need be to die for .
that fight is therefore to fight

and to die for peace, for amn
end to a system that is at once

brutal, corrigible and incompar-
ably inhuman. That inhumanity 1is
demonstrated in the heroic bodies

that lie before this gathering
here today. ' _

"The white people have not learnt
their lesson, perhaps because they
are not allowed to by the publicity .
services of the racist regime.

While the murderers were shooting




machine guns on the 9th of December
that unthinkable butchery, while

it was going on news of it seemed

to fill the majority of the whites
with great jubilation. They congra-
tulated t"e assassins the perpetrators
of the massacre of Maseru. Perhaps

- they need only be told that it is
terrorists  "we 2re killing. And
because of what they have been told
is a terrorist, they believe that

- these are creatures to be eliminated
in the world. Perhaps that is why'

- the women, the mothers of white
children were so haony when African
mothers and their children were being
butchered by criminals armed by

Pretoria and -directed by them.

"It is fair to remind our rulers
that the African National Concgres:s

has conducted its struggle with
immense restrain - boynd by a

morality in this strugcle, a
morarity which is not even unders-

tood by many of our people. Our
eople are asking today why is it
8 only Africans who are doing

all the dying?

Why African women and children,
Basotho women and Basotho chil-
dren-why only they? If they are
wuttine this ocuesticon and in
“putting it are likely to misunder-
stand the AN2 :and to distance
themselves from the African Natio-
nal Concress we shall not allow that
t® happen.. We shzll move in the
direction dictated by the masses

- 0f our people.

"The African National Congress
has been identified by the enemy
as the biggest threat to i=:s
existence and its survival.

~MThe African Netional Congress
was formed by our people, it is
‘the people. It was formed by

‘the veovle of this region, by

the Kingdom of Lesotho, the
Kingdom of Swaziland, by the
leaders of Botswana. It is an
.organi<ation of this whole region, ﬁ
‘the attack on the ANC is an attac;”'

on this whole region,

T

"Our people are called upon by

the veople of Lesotho to close . :
their ranks, to respond to this: .

new offensive to wipe out the

- ANC, wive out the. struggle and « &=
- pervetuate the domination of South.
Africa by a white racist, fascist

~“regime of Preforia, = "’ R

"There is no going back. We shall

- 'die thirty at a time, a hundred -

“~at a time, but there is no going

- back,

. Win our victory, our Freedom and
the liberation of Africa.
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We move forward until we ’7*3"
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"We call upon the international
community to support this nation
with everything possible, especia-
lly volitical 2nd economic support
physically and in every respect

in the struggle that is being waged

in this rerion.

"In the name of our
languistineg in the jails of the

Pretoria regime, Nelson Mandela,

Walter, Oscar Mvetha, Zeph Mothopene,

Dennis noldb rg,

stalwarts now

In the name of those who have fallen
like Steve Biko, Solomon Mahlancgcu,
Ernest Divale, numerous names, in
all their names we call upon the

people of this land, the neople of
South Africa, UMKHONTQ WE SIZ™E,

the forces in the world that stangd
obrosed to the Pretoria regime and

1ts supporter the Reaczn Administra-

tion, to go on 'O the offensive.
Let us fizht now that freedom may
come in our lifetime,

To the veople who have lost their

relatives, to a mourning nation,
we say, "SULANI EZONVE'REZI,
NITHATHE IZIKHALI ZENU SIYE
PUAMBILI" Forward into battle".
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Studying in the Soviet Union,
gtrongly condemn the barbarous
outh African military raid into

Maseru on the night pPreceding

Friday 10th
aal Y gnon December 1982, We

regimes in the independent

countrie~ of Southern Af
r
It is our firm convictionigﬁét*

condemn this murderous milit
incursion which resulted ié ziy
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