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Itshali ignores
ANC ultimatum

By ldo Lekota and Sapa

waZulu-Natal Premier Lionel

Mishali yesierday ignored the
African National Congress
ultimatun 1o reinsmie two
former ANC MECs that he fired last
year.
Miushali also rejecied the call for a

50-50 coalition: government belween :

his party and the ANC.

. He said to be governed ‘properly, I
KwaZulu-Natal required a government

of “like-minded people who share a
~ Vision".

“It must be a government of the
willing, not 3 coalition of the ugwilling
forced by circuumstances.

“A forced coalition of dhe unwilling.
like a marriage through the barre] of the

political gun, will raise tensions at the .

cabinet level, plubrunggoodgvm
‘nanceé,” Mtshali said.

It was not immediately clear what
the ANC’s response would be to
Mtshali’s intransigence, but  the
Minority Front has since introduced a
simifar motion to be debated and voted

‘on today,

The motion calls on Mishali to rein-
stale former Housing MEC Dumisani
Makhsye and former MEC for Eco-
nomic Development Mike

-+ Mabuyakhulu as well as former MEC

for education Gabriel Ndabandaba —
who was axed afier defecting from the
IFP 1o the ANC last month.

IFP nationsl spokesman Musa
Zondi said earlier this week that the
ANC approach was “unnecessarily

- confrontarional” because the issue was

due- 1o be discussed between the
national leaders of the ANC and IFP,
Prosident Thabo Mbcki and Mango-
suthu Buthelezi.

The ANC provincial chairman S'bu

Ndebele and Zweli Mkhize are siill
members  of Mishali's  cxecutive,
holding the transport and health portfo-
lios respectively.

Meanwhile, the South African
National Civics Organisation (Sanco)
in KwaZulu-Natal called for Mishali

“lo stop playing hide and seek with the
ANC nnd reinstate the expelled MEC™,

Sannosuditwasnotoonvmcedby
the IFP’s response that thc matter
required the intervention of the
national leadership of both
“When Mabuyakhulu and Ma.kluya
were expelled last year, the provincial
and natiopal leaders of the ANC were

' never consulted.” Sanco said.

“Sanco therefore calls for the rein-
statement of the two MECs. If Mishali

‘fails to heed the call, he must do the

honourable thing and resign as he has
failed to honour the coalition agree-
ment between the two parties.”
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Contested past lies at the heart of

WI-I.EIEI.M

KwaZulu-Natal?

Perhaps  one
needs 1o start at the
very i
South Alri are
to understand the

ickering between
Congress ANG and

(ANQ)
rﬁlnkah Free-
(iFP).

Wi:l’is clear is - :
that discord has g
characterised  the . almost impossible
relations  between to manage.”
the ANCand the [FP He could not
leadership since the 1970s and the have been more comrect — although it
hatchets not yetburied. " is appropriate to point out that the de-

The discord ficst surfaced around  teriorating selations between the two
the issue of the role each orgunisation  parties is mostly in KwaZulu-Natal —
played in the liberation — acontested temain — and to some ex-
Mnmwﬂ:mnm&eﬂa- tent at national level, where Buthelezi
tional is invelved in running battles with the

ANC over his home affairs portfolio.
Enter maverick KwaZulu-Natal
premier Lionel Mtshali. Last yeor, he

and replaced them with
Demaocratic Aliance members. -

now the chickens have come
musta.ndhﬂsiul: whose
brinks in recent
has lefi a lot to be desired —
iake the blame for the sham-
ﬁhﬂrm government finds it-

The ANC is on the verge of taling
control of KivaZilu-Natal, if it will ever
do so, from the IFP because some

people in the IFP believe it is their

dvenrlghltomhihepmvhce
The coalition

agreement between
the two partieg, which was signed af-

memwmmmm
with the full backing of the national
ouuntil.ht‘l'i:”palg’shlgtmtdeusm-
making in between conferences

At the time, President Thabo Mbe-
ki intervened and asked Buthelezi o
reconsider the two, some-
thing which said could only
be done by the natiomal council. The
structure met but “unfortunately”
could not resolve the matiec

Mbeki and Buthelezl are again

scheduled 10 meet to discuss the mat-
ter in a broader context of sclations
between the two parties.

to Zondi, in the two -

Imlm first meeting in December,
presented Mbeki with an
numnnndln. which con
&dumﬂmmm
in a series of events that have rup-
tured the ANC-IFP relationship since
1979, when they first broke.

History remains at the heart of the
problem: how history is interpreted
and for whose benefit.

Buthelezi and the IFP would like to
be seen as freedom fighters who con-
wibnsted to the demise of apartheid ir-
sespective of historical evidence to the
contrary.

The ANC is said to be preparing a
tesponse (0 the IFP memorandum
which will be tabled at a meeting aof
the two presidents.
KwaZulu-Natal has experienced a
lot of blaodshed as a resule of
between the two parties which, in
some instances, was fuelled
forces. The peopl
the province are tired of violence
and would now like to see peace and

. Whether the ANC (akes control of

‘ party rlvalry in KwaZulu-Natal

Ihmugh a vole of no-
mm Mishali is immaterial.
of'!‘he IFP needs o accept an oudcome

a democratic tive
of nhether i agroes with (be panet-
tutional principle which gave the ANC
a slight majority in the legislatwe,

Howeves, the hwo parties shonld

hrnmmeﬂlmsmuotﬂnim~

need o recognise that political
and hardened attl-

tudes are not to the benefit of the peo-

ple of KwaZulu-Natal or SA.
The two parties should alksp con-
sidﬂmdeplmpenplemmaybe

focus azea in the province, as il is not
the key iseue. The people of KwaZuh-
Natal — and democratic South
Africans in geneyal — have matured
more, it would seem, than their
political principals.
mmdmmanm
ﬁmngaw“ T next
w:pgemalehcdmn These must
determine who the bull is in the
KwaZulu-Natal kraal, because be-

. tween the ANC and the IFP they are

causing the grass noml’h
W Xundu is political correspondent.
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E7 5 Great deeds seldom go unnoticed,
Eoloven if the re
! parties who al timex bave regarded
+ gach other as enemies,

BT parade ground last Friday os um
t- L fornied, fathrod straight men gath-
Vo vd to honour some of their own.

s Nol nn! was it the opening of a
{'Il”h' eshibition, The Grout Putriotic
& War in photes, but the Russian Federa-
“4 Hon pll‘ﬂemm! commemoralive
T nedalz to six South Africon velerans,
i Iukvn \xwolv and 1!\0 Ru‘,«ia'\

« A
L. e 2ok

* The South African National Mu- -
seum of Military History fesembled:-

PHONE NO.

i Colonel Nlcoial Ryhchuk acting defence attaché of the Russian Federallon, war veteran Hermatin '
: Dormehl. who received 3 medal, and Liewtenant Colonel Stawa Osipov, deputy to the mmhn mhm
atiaché, show off their medals. Picrure. Hawn Q71

Ruw an medals for bouth

“Worid War 2 18 ueen as the Groat
“atvlotic War for the Russians, Ger-
many mvaded our country on June

122 1941 ard our_people fought to
rcngmhun comes fros....

koopdhed 4 2uh " Russiad mili-
tary man l‘Ji\]mped :

TFriday wght wag the 55th an.
niversary of ttl' Russian victory over

" Navism,

South # vica was induded in the
ceremony as the Union of South
Africa wa th“nb in the war and
the twa ¢ untries” Depantments of
Foreign Alfairs did not hesitate to
lend a helprng hand.

Amonyg the haactending pictures
of casualtias and victozies of war and
Rm i:m puste:t. ur_ng‘m'& the nabion 1o

A A

i 8123321797

Apr. 11 2@83 B4: 13:'M PIZQ
T Ry

Russia numerous supplhs of
medica) equiprenit, imﬂum
blood, food andsoap, ., SN
The Russians have 158 foti _:'
this, and now that the. Call Wi %
thmgofthrpaqt, L] spatlil 1
Russian miedals ' to ﬂm ‘SN 2,
Africans who fought aaﬂ!ﬂ"
Navis, ;
One of those honoured wﬂ‘
mann Dormeh] (78), whoh!ﬁ
in Haly as a 20-yesr-old )

ral. - St
Patting each Dthl.r oy fh! STDR
ders in a show of ean'\lm_
and thé other veterans
h}i", wlth tht’ Russling. °

u-ftr 1, aaa,
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