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My Chairman, 5
Honourable Ministers,
Riplemabie~Cowps,
Coiirades of the Liberration Movemmts,
Distinguished Delegates, |
@ Allow us on behalf of the African National Congress of
South Africa, its military wing, Umkhonto weSizwe and the struggling masses of our

people to congratulate you, Mr Chairman on your election as chairman of this very 2
important Session of the Liberation Committee Meeting which is taking place at this
crucial moment of the history of the continent and region when the total liberation

of the whole of southern africa is within sight and gmsp.

3 / We also wish to take this opportugity to thank the
Government, the Party and Yeople of the United Republic of Tanzania under their

able leadership of Myalimu President Julius Nyerere for the warm welcome and

hospitality accorded to our delegation, We are greatly impressed by the inspiring |
address’ of H, E Ndugu Kawawa Minister of Defence of Tanzanla, Anof S Sees Wf7 3 2 Hy
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3) | As we enter the new decade of the 80's we are inspired and
imbued by the great victories scored during the decade of the T0's in Mozambique,
Angola, Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde Islands, Indo=China, Agia and the Middle East
and in Latin America,

L/) In Southern Africa, the map of Zimbabwe is undergoing radical
- changes even as we are speaking thus setting an escalated pace for this decisive
decade for the region and for South Africa, The victory that is within the grasp

of the heroic people of Z'imbabwe is one that belongs not just to these brother
people, It is victory which belongs to the progressive forces of the world, It is

firmly based on the success scored during the seventies and constitutes the concrete

contribution of the people of Zimbabwe to our collective mgmx advance in one
inter-dependent world-wide battle fought on many fronts. There isﬂ?ioubt that free,
democratic and independent Zimbabwe will in due course assume her rightful place in
in the international counecils, contributing her equal share to the modelling of a

"_peaoe‘ble world order which is just and democratic;

_* i The arrogant and brutal regime of Pretoria has announced to the
world that should the Patriotic Front be elected to power in Zimbabwe, then it will
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y imtervens and wemove it by forece of arms in order to instal its own chosen

puppe‘b;. It has accordingly deloyed thousands of its troops inside Zimbabwe for

the realisation of that aim and also for the purpose of intimidating the pupulation
infavour of Muzerewa; All this is done with the explicit knowledge, connivance

and approval and encouragement of Britain, Needless to remind you that this 1s

in violation of the lancaster Agreement chaired by the same imperial and colonial
Britain, We demand the immedi&fe and unconditional withdrawal of the racist troops
in order to allow the people of Zimbabwe free and genuine electionﬁ'; The Smith's

'brobps and Mazerewa'ls zealout scouts should be confined to agreed bases, It seems
absolutely clear to us that at this crucial moment in the history of Zimbabwe, the
international Community must render the maximum support to these brother people

and that maximum alertness is needed on our part to thwart imperlalls'b plots and
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=kle Pretoria is doing everything possible to delay the inevitable independence
of the people of Namibia undex the tested leadership of Swapo. But we have no
doubt that just as the fascist troops will be kicked out of Z:unbabwe as happened
before in Angola they will be kicked out of Namibia once agam. The connivance of

the gang of five which is pretending to be doing somthlng when it is engaged in
dupious negotiations with Pretorig must be exposed. These impern.allst states are
the main stay of Pretoria,. * b R -

(,oﬂh’ -~ ~‘3 §The wind of cham is ga‘thering ;trength like a wh;l.rl—wind. It ds-sweeping
Hesbarders-of-FRINDON oW t0=18e " rer @nd therd is no force on earth

that can stop it from reaching G'ape-Town within our life time: Certainly our
people are determined to join the community of free nations of the world and assume

the r:l.ghtful place and fulfil their histaéric role. We are not under-estimating the
o W

enemy, we know :E‘:com our ow}lrn expgrjif}ic{e ‘f‘fd i;:;.én the egga,ée%ﬁjs; with him that we

have already had. Plus:we recall the wise words of the Tanzanian Fore:.@ Minister

delivered at the last session of this vexry meeting when he said

| @ "The forces of apartheid, racism and colonialism on our continent are g?.thering
strength for a last ditch stamit effort to stem the tide of African liberatione. These
die hard mirderous minorities who will fight boldly and rapaciously;
// . Both the nature of the enemy and his preparations for wai;& the othe:r, and

our own imperatives, which I have outlined, require of us steadfasimsxsmness of

purpose, thorough organisation and national sacrifices."

/2 The African National Congress is engaged in intensive preparationsfor the
harsh battles that lie ahead, This is being done in the way of the implementation
of our own decision taken on the 16th Dec 1961 to take up to arms in the stru.ggle

for ;'1:1% realisation of our cherished gogls contained in the FREEDOM CHARTER. This

decision wasg taken after serious consideration and assessment of our situation

after 50 years of militant mass non=violent forms of struggle-; Today almost 20 years
later we look back with pride at the correctness of that decision,




af We of the African Ngtional Congress are convinced that all attemptsto roll back

N

the forward march to freedom and liberation will fail, Thanks to the heroism of the
people of Southern Africa supporteé by OAU and progressive mankind, This is geeed®
Sxkx particularly so, as in SA itself, the struggle of our people under the leadership
of the ANC has continued to advance steadily during thisu??é‘ar, d:éawing into political
activity a cross-section of of the popilation both in the urban and rural areas of
our country, Despite the difficulties of operating under the conditions of fascist
represeson and the consequent set backs we have had to suffer as a result we have
managed to leﬁéﬁ%ur presence inside South Africa for the purpose of helping to
speed-up and consolidate legal, semi legal , and illegal organs and organisations for
the mass mobilisation of the people as a bgsis for amed struggle. More than ever before
our people are beginning to feel and be encouraged by their collective strength whose
beginnings were seen in the Soweto uprisings; In tyve face of naked terror and ever
tightening police control, the black workers, the youthﬁ,and intellegtuals, the urban

and rural masses are mix demonstrating their defience of apartheid terrorist rule,

The enemy has been forced to admit that this generalised 0ppo.-'sition and

resistance to its rule is aggravated ky and sustained by frequent compbat confrontations

with the imm: units of the military wing of the ANC Umkhonto we Sizwe, The strengthening
of our movements internal machinery has enabled us to carry forward our basic task

of political mobilisation, providing both direct and indirect leadership and guidance

to mass organisations, It has also enabled us to strengthen and consolidate the

organisational and combat capacity of NK. In various parts ofaﬂ country the underground
units of our organisation are fulfilling the s acred tasks ga;.-ced on them, These tasks

are both ;z’rganisational and military, In most cases we have decided deliberat&;z oI
atleast an this point in time to leave it 1o the enemy to acknowledge them; At—this

stage in our struggle it is not possible nor is it desirable to separate the armed

strugele from the mass political struggleé;
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« My Chairman ag early as 1953 our prominent leader Comrade Mandela under the

appropriate title"The shifting sands of illusion" wrote
" talk of democratic and constitutional means of struggle can only have a basis in

reality for those people who enjoy democratic e.nd oonstltutmonal rlgh'l:s. We mist

accep’c the fact that in our country we cannot win one single z:t:muh! va.c*bery of

polltlcal freedom without overcomn.ng a desperate res:.stence on the part of ﬁ’%e

'gowrnment, and that victory will not come of :Ltse@f but only as a I'esult of ‘E, bitter
struggle by the oppressed people for the overthrow %f rac:l.el disclminatien...“. '

no organisation whose interest is :Ldentlcel with those of the to:leg maeses will
__'advocate coneiliation to win its demands..“.........the only sure :r:ead ‘1:0 the goal
of freedom leade througm the uncompromls:mg and detemlned mass struggle for the

overthrew of fesclsﬁn and the establumnent ef democratlc forms of Government"

The people of South Africa are not bluffed by Botha talks of cosmetlc changes
P Cons}dU g i on
~ and his socalled formation of Southern Adrican Statese His basic etrateg remains that
of -tbotal- war stra'tegr. The more the enemy speaks of reforms, the more he perfects and
expands his instruments of vepression, The more He declares peace, the more he
prepares for and actually carries out war, The more he broadcasts that che.nge is

taking place or :lmnlnent the more things remain the same and worsen,

| My Ghalman‘, _the present armed struggle being waged by our pe0p1e under the

leadership eﬁﬂ:he Afrlcan National Congress is the continuation of the same battles
fought by ouxn people in Isandlwana, blood rdéver, in the valleys and hills all over
our country by our forebears over hundred years ago. As we marked the centenery of
the battle of Isandlwana our militants of Umkhontowe Sizwe increased theirﬂijzﬁgke ;
on the enemy's :Lns‘l;ruments of brutal powers The ANC pledged that- th:l.s time i will
not lay down i;_se; {ams unt::.l the enemy is overthrown and the people's birth-rights

are mm restored.

The 1essons of our stmgrrle is that the stre‘cegy oi‘ the prosecution of the
struggle in South Africa must have the armed struggle at its centre wh:Llst continulng _
the mobilisation 6f our peolnle for mass mll:l.tant political struggle that w:Lll feed
the armed struggle and sustain its The Afriecan Ngtienal Congress has already
adopted this strateg; The United Nations has accepted the legitimacy of the armed

" struggle by the people of our countrye The Organisation of African Unity at its
Mauritivs Summit declared its support for armed struggle in our coun'try; There can
be "going back; Only Margaret Thatcher, President Carter and world imperialism fer=
fear the armed wrath of the people of South Africa, The victoxry of the peopleof

S Zimbabwe is an added mkax call to our people to complete the victorious struggle. We

4 have no intention of shirking this responsibilitye. Surrender would bé betrayal of

the sacrifices that have been so heroically made by our people for centuries of
bitter and cruel strugsle, We would be letting down the victories of the people of

the area, of africe and the world, We.have no alternative but to escalate the struggle
$i11 final victorye. No amount of sacrifice will deter us from our chosen road,

] i 3
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The lessons of our hirstory and our knowledge of the enemy confirms our perspective
of our struggle that confrontation and not dialogue will restore our birth—rights:
It is in pursuance of this perspective of our struggle that the militants of
UMynonto we Sizwe have scored stunning victories over the forces of reaction in
Orlando, Moroka and recently in Ermelo in lightning attacks on the enemy"s main
stay of power. %ﬁ%g}yftm, have maintained the high moral and uncompromising
fighting spirit,as shown in the Pietermaritzburg socalled "treason trial inwhich
our young hero James Mange was sentenced to death. We call upon the international
community to demand kis that his captors should not assassinate him, He should be

accorded the status of prisoner of war as agreed in the amended Geneva Convention,

| Our fighters mever give in to the enemy even when kept in maximum security
prison like Alexander Moumbaris, Stephen lee and Timothy Jenkins, With ghe help
of the underground machihery of the movement they were able to walk out of Fretoria
maximum security prison and join the fighting rankse. Once again the enemy was
given the taste of defeat,

Mr Chairman, we wish to draw the attention of the international
community to the kidnapping of our cadre Victor Matlou who was on his way to
Lesotho from Maputo on an international flig,ht; He lS presently kept in communicado
in detention under the notorious socalled section 6. It is a crime that has serious
implication for all those who are opponents of apartheld. Comrade Matlou must be
released and the fascist to be made to respect international norms. The plane had

over flying rights ov= S-A TFree o e - S e g
role as
The African National Congress btrue to its/overall leader of the people

of South Africa continue to bring our people together, consultswith them, directs
the struggle, gives them its own assessment of the situation in our country and
calls on them to close ranks, We call upon our people to find ways of united
struggles against their common enemy, The African National Congress has always
been pre~occupied with the effort to bring our people toge%her. The ANC insists
as Nelson Mandela said that'no true alliance can be built on the shiffl::mg sands

of evasions and illusions..." . ¥ "< SR ot R - "“‘c"*@e i "“"‘*“’**-('
N AP OB Sw ORaimat e veqn e vty KE BN B0 iy

My Chajirman we wish in concitusion to quote the New Year message of
our President General Comrade Oliver Tambo when he said "In this Year of the
Charter we must address ourselves afresh to the question of %ﬁg illegitimacy
of the aprtheld regime, We must state the point boldly that/tk® regime has no
right to rule our country. The aprtheid regime has brought untold suffering to
the vast majority of &he people of South Africa

— These crimes against our people, against Africa and against humanity
are perpetuated by a regime devoid of any legitimacy to rule our country because
ags the Preedom Charter states,"it is not based on the will of the people", All
our struggle at all levels this year nms-b-’oe bazedt accompanied by the call

" Forward to a People's Government®"
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We hail the victories that are consistently being scored by the Sahrawi people under
the dynamic leadership of Polisarios Their jus't struggle for independence and the
right to self-detemination will certainly be :orovmed with victorye

Our support also goes to our comrade~in=arms of Palestine under the leadership of
the Palestinian Liberation O:r:g'anisation the PIO in their just struggle against

zionist occupation and oppression,

We can hardly conclude without paying tribute to the frontline States, the Organisation

of African Unity, to the Socialist Countries, to the Scandinavian Countries, to the
¢ to the

geumtriesxafx Non-aligned Countries,ambaaiixthexAntIsapsd
 United Nations and all the Antl-apartheld movement for the increasing support that
+ they are rendering to our just struggle. We fully appreciate the great sacrlflces
that are made by the Frontline States in support of the liberation movemen'bs.
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