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Cosatu urges internegt/l;onal probe 
into controversial SA labour Bill 

By Mike Siluma, 
Labour Reporter 

‘The Congress of SA Trade Unions (Cosatu) called 
yesterday for the suspension of the Labour Rela- 
tions Amendment Bill and the re-opening of ne- 
gotiations with employers to end the impasse 
over the proposed legislation. 

Cosatu general secretary Mr Jay Naidoo said 
Cosatu, which has already laid a complaint with 
the International Labour Organisation (ILO) re- 
garding the Bill, called on South African employ- 
ers to agree to an ILO investigation into whether 
or not aspects of the Bill were in conflict with 
internationally accepted guidelines. 

Mr Naidoo said that, contrary to employers’ 
statements, Cosatu had submitted 27 objections 
to the standing committee drafting the Bill. 
Three of these were fully and four partially ad- 
dressed and the rest rejected. 

“We have challenged employers to agree that 
the Bill be referred to the ILO because they have 
said the Bill, if made law, would reform present 
labour legislation in line with international stan- 
dards set by the ILO. The Bill cannot be discus- 
sed piecemeal,” said Mr Naidoo. 

If the Bill were suspended, Cosatu was pre- 
pared to meet employers to discuss mutual con- 
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cerns about current legislation. Joint representa- 
tions could then be made to the Government. 

He believed the ILO could hear evidence “very 
soon if people are committed to the process”. 

Mr Bobby Godsell, chairman of the SA Consul- 
tative Committee on Labour Affairs (Saccola), 
expressed willingness to re-start negotiations 
with the unions on the Bill, but said he believed 
that the ILO route was fraught with potential 
problems. 

The ILO was a tripartite body, including gov- 
ernments, employers and unions from each coun- 
try, he said. 

“For the process to have meaning, all three 
parties of a country’s delegation have to submit 
themselves to the process. It would be particu- 
larly complicated in South Africa because it is a 
very technical case whether we are members 
because the South African delegation left the ILO 
in 1964.” 

Employers would be willing to discuss Cosa- 
tu’s concerns provided Cosatu speci these in 
the same way as the National Council of Trade 
Unions, the other federation to call for protest 
action, had done. 

Mr Naidoo said conflict would result if em- 
ployers went ahead with dismissals or disciplin- 
ary action following this week’s protests. 
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- Trickle of workers J 

Crippling 
stay Ao 

Juan- 

) Staff Reporters 

Early indications today were that work stayaways 

which began yesterday were easing in.many parts 

of the Reef, with the number of commuters on 

trains and buses rising slightly. 

More black commuters used the buses and trains on 

the Reef today but an explosion on the railway track 

between Naledi and Dube at 6.40am caused lengthy 

delays to train services. 

A spokesman for Putco, Mr Robin Duff, said more of its 

staff turned out today and slightly more people used buses in 

some areas. 

He said the stayaway was greater today in Springs, and buses 

transported 95 percent fewer passengers than normal, compared to 

90 percent yesterday. 

“However, the situation has eased in}oweto, with taxis coming 

back on the road,” he said. Buses in the area carried 70 percent 

fewer passengers than normal this morning, compared to 90 percent 

rday, he said. 
5 

* Duff said Putco provided substitute transport for trains 

disrupted by an explosion on the line between Naledi and Dube. 

‘A spokesman for the police public relations division in Pretoria 

confirmed that an explosive device was detonated near the Inhla- 

zane railway station. There were no injuries and damage to the 

track was minimal, he said. 

Police protection 

A spokesman for South African Transport Services said some 

services from Soweto, running 45 minutes late, were restored only 

at 7.23am as a result of the explosion. 

She said more passengers used trains today. “Yesterday, we car- 

ried 2 maximum of 25 percent of our normal passenger load but this 

figure increased to between 30 and 35 percent today.” 

Hundreds of people in the East Rand townships of Tokoza, Katle- 

  

hong and Vosloorus walked to work today and police were OQ.eYELY~ workforce stayed at home. 

street to protect them. 

The biggest back-to-work was in Tokoza where many people 

walked to Alberton and nearby Alrode. 2 S 

In Katlehong, people stood frustrated on every street as police 

vehicles continued to outnumber available taxis. 

Police used huge vans to transport some people to an area where 

they could get transport. 
5 

Nurses going to work walked to the local Natalspruit Hospital. 

For the second day, there appeared to be a complete stayaway 

from schools in the East Rand. 

The number of commuters in Pretoria townships appeared to 

— z — ] have increased slightly today, 

-at-home 
dragging on 

with about a 50 percent 
stayaway being observed with- 
out incident. 

Production at all seven major 
motor assembly plants re- 
mained at a standstill today. 

Some of the plants are likely 
to remain closed tomorrow. 

A survey by the Federated 
Chamber of Industries (FCI) 
showed that yesterday. 80 per- 
cent of workers heeded the pro- 
test call in Johannesburg. The 
East Rand figure varied from 10 
to 100 percent but most com- 
panies reported 80 percent ab- 
senteeism. 

In Pretoria the figure was be- 
tween 70 to 100 percent at Ross- 
{yn and 50 to 80 percent at Walt- 
100. 

Many factories and com- 
panies in Port Elizabeth had 
closed down for the day. A   

| Bloemfontein between 40 and 
Figures for other areas were: | 

100 percent; Border area 60 per- 
cent and Northern Cape unaf- 
fected. 

At least 90 percent of Indian 
shops in central Johannesburg 
closed yesterday with 60 percent 
closed in Pretoria, Lenasia and 
Actonville, a Transvaal Indian 
Congress spokesman said. 

Tne Chamber of Mines said 
9000 of the industry’s 555 000   @ See Page 13 
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By William Harper 

KWAZULU and Natal were a 
single region and should not 
be separated to suit the Gov- 
ernment’s policy of fragment- 
ing South Africa into a multi- 
tude of so-called independent 
states, Dr Mangosuthu Bu- 
thelezi, Chief Minister of 
KwaZulu, said yesterday. 

| Responding to an announ- 
cement by Mr Jurie Mentz, 
MP, chairman of the Commis- 
sion for Development and 

1| Planning, that KwaZulu's to- 
.| tal consolidation would not 
1| take place. Dr Buthelezi said 

the KwaZulu Legislative As- 
sembly had long ago rejected 
these consolidation propos- 
als. 

The Government's attempts 
to force KwaZulu to partici- 
pate in its consolidation 
plans were aimed at creating 
the impression KwaZulu in 
fact supported the division of 
South Africa into a conglom- 
eration of so-called ‘indepen- 
degl' states, Dr Buthelezi 
said. 

KwaZulu had rejected 
these advances as it rejected 
the fragmentation of the 
country and because it re- 
alised whites would never ag- 
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ree to their land being given 
back to the Zulu people. 
‘We knew that when the |/ 

Government wanted us to 
participate in its so-called 
“consolidation plans” they 
wanted us to give them a mor- 
al basis for claiming that our 
dispossession had our ap- 
proval.’ Dr Buthelezi said. 

We refused to soil our 
hands in this way.’ 

He said KwaZulu and Natal 
were a single region and for 
this reason KwaZulu had ini- 
tiated the Buthelezi Commis- 
sion to iook at the possibil- 
ities of the governing of Kwa- 
ZulwNatal by people of all 
races as a single region. 

Notification 
This. in turn, had led to the 

formation of the Joint Execu- 
tive Authority and the Kwa- 
Zulu Natal Indaba proposals 

‘We hope the National Par- 
ty will accept this reality and 
look seriously at the Kwa- 
ZulwNatal Indaba proposals.’ 

Natal Agricultural Union 
secretary. Mr Steve Shone, 
said the NAU had received 
1o official notification of the 
Commission’s report and 
would comment only when it 
had done so. 

  

    

  
  

  
  

  
 



Bomb attacks in white city| 

- Afer more than a quarter of 4 
century of exilé and limited 
guerrilla warfage. leaders of 
the Alrican National Congress 
— which has the somewhat 
double-edged  reputation of 
being the world's oldest libcra 
tion movememt = are plan- 
ning to increase military 
action in an attempt 10 raise 
sagging black morale and to 
undermine whites' faith in the 
Government's ability 1o pro- 
tect them. ¥ 

In wide-ranging interviews 
here, where the ANC has its 
hcadquarters. Mt Oliver 
Tambo, the organization's 
president, and leaders of 
Umkonto we Sizwe (Zulu for 
“Spear of the Nation™), iis 
guerrilla: wing, who seldom 
speak to the press, agreed that 
1988 was a crucial year in the 
Nuctuating war of attrition. 
now in its 27th year, with the 
Pretoria Government. 

ANC leaders argued that the 
Government's staic of emer- 
geney and its clampdown last 
February on most black 
organizalions pursuing non- 
violent protest had left it no 
option but to intensify armed 
action. They had concluded, 
aficr the white general clection 
last year, that most whitcs 
would stop supporting the 
GOVCrNMENt Only When 1t was 
no loneer seen” ac ahla 1n 
guarantee their safety. 

A primary aim of the ANC 
will be to disrupt nationwide 
elections on October 26 for 
segregated black and  white 
municipal councils, and to 
ensure a mass black boycott of 
the polis. A large turnout by 
blacks would be devastating, 
cnabling Pretoria to claim that 
it had successfully rclaunched 
the government-sponsored 
system of black township 
authornies largely destroved 
in the insurrectionary turmoil 
of 1984-1986. 

“The ANC is commitied 10 
aborting the municipal clece 
tions.” Mr Chris Hani, the 45. 
year-old chief of staff of 
Umkonto. also known by the 
initials MK. told 7%¢ Times. 
“We shall not allow puppet 
organizations 1o pul up can- 
didates. We shall mobilize our 
people against them, But we 
shall also use revolutionary 
violence, or forceful persua- 
sion, 10 stop blacks from 
collaboraung. T'hose who arc 
abow 1o collaborate, or who 
have intentions of collaborat- 

ANC in radical policy switch 
  

From Michacl Hornsby, Lusaka 
ing, we want to warn them 
that they do so at their own 
risk.” 

It is accepted that bomb 
attacks in white-zoned city 
centres must be increased (a 
policy shift apparently already 
reflected in 2 spatc of in- 
cidents in recent weeks), and 
that this will inevitably mean 
more civilian deaths. both 
white and black. But there is 
intcnse debate  within the 
ANC about how far armed 
action should be taken and 
about how broadly the con- 

   ' 
Mr Tambo: One of the old 
guard on military action. 

cept of a non-civilian target 
shaald be defined. 

The ofticial policv. as out- 
still lined by Mr Tamba, 

koo pnfice amd mrisy g 
nel and installations remai 
the primary targets, and that 
civilian deaths in such attacks 
are regrefied but considered 
unavoidabie in what the ANC 
regards as a war sitvation. He 
said that the lunchtime bomb 
in a litter bin in Roodepoort. 
near Johanneshurg, last week 
— which killed four peaple and 
injurcd some 20 others = was 
*not typical™. He has ordered 
a report from MK on why it 
was plunted there. 

In recent years the ANC has 
steadily widened us choice of 
targets for guerrilla attack, 

  

from “hard" or inanimate 
abjects such as railway lines 
and petrol storage tanks, 1o 
“soft" or human targets, 
mainly black policemen, 
policc  informers, township 
councillors and other black 
“collaborators™, 

But men like Mr Hani, and 
the chief political commissar 
of MK, Mr Steve Tshwete, 
want 1o take the war much 
more visibly to the white 
communiiy which, in their 
view, has been allowed 10 live 
for 100 long in a protective 
cocoan. 

Mr Hani said that he would 
regard white MPs of the ruling 
National Party and the far- 
right Conservative Party, “re- 
actionary judges who dish out 
death sentences on our peo- 
ple™ and other white individ- 
vals involved dircctly in 
cnforcement  apartheid  as 
legitimate targets for attack or 
assassination, He would aiso 
like 10 sec the sabotage of 
facilitics in white urban areas 
stepped up to make life more 
inconvenient and uncertain 
for whites. 

The killing of white MPs, 
judges and government of- 
ficials would be a radical 
departure from ANC policy. 
Mr Tamba langhed when the 
suggestion was put 1o him, as 
R T s funendilie, aud 
then said, a shade ambigu- 
ously: 1 don't think that we 
would want to attack MPs just 
because they are MPs.” 

Mr Thabo Mbcki. head of 
the ANC's publicity depart- 
ment and one of the key 
figures involved in persuading 
Western governments that the 
ANC is not a terrorist organi- 
zation on the lincs of the IRA 
or the PLO, insisted that such 
assassinations were not, and 
would not become, policy. 

The differences between the 
political and military wings of 
the ANC may be’ partly a 

‘Six’ start retrial plea 
Johannesburg = An applica- 
tion for the re-opening of the 
trial of the “Sharpeville Six", 
five black men and one black 
woman sentenced to death for 
the murder of a black township 
councillor, began in (he Pre- 
toria Supreme Court yesterday 
Michac! 1lornsby  wiitcn), 

‘The hearing continues today. 

Defence lawyers said they 

  

wanted to recall a state witness 
because of allegations that he 
was assaulted by the police 
and coerced into giving false 
evidence. 

Several foreign diplomats 
were in court. The case has 
aroused jnternational interest 
because of the controversial 
use of the ductrine of “common 
purpose™ in a mab killing. 

areas to be stepped up 
matter of presentation. But 
they also run deeper. Mr 
Tambo represents the ANC 
old guard, many of whom had 
mission education and were 
schooled in a tradition of non- 
violent protest before_reluc- 
tantly taking up arms 27 years 
ago, after the ANC was ban- 
ned and forced underground. 

Over the past 10 years, 
waves of unrest in South 
Africa have driven an esti- 
mated 14,000 angry and im- 
patient young blacks into the 
ANC's arms in _exile, 
strengthening the position of 
men such as Mr Hani and Mr 
Tshwete. 

There is. in any case. no 
difference of principle be- 
tween Mr Tambo and Mr 
Hani that whites nced to feel 
more sharply the sting of 
violence, before the majority 
of them, as Mr Tambo puts it, 
will “start asking questions". 

They accept that this seems 
to contradict the ANC's pro- 
fessed desire 10 win white 
support both at home and 
abroad. But they arguc that 
most whites will stop support- 
ing the Botha Government 
and parties 1o its right only 
when they sec that apantheid 
can no longer ensurc their 

rity 
heir (whites’) life is good. 

They BV U It CLIGHES, ey 
20 o their braaivieis (bar- 
becues), they go 1o their five- 
star hotels. That's why they 
are supporting the system. It 
guarantces a happy life for 
them, a sweet life. Part of our 
campaign is to prevent that 
sweet life.” Mr Hani said. 

“I don't think whitcs want 
to dic for apartheid . ., When 
they are maimed and they arc 
in hospital, others will go there 
1o visit them and will say, 
"This is the price of aparthei 
We must make apartheid 
expensive and costly in terms. 
of financial rcsources and in 
terms of lives,” 

Mr Tshwete added: “A war 
Mmust be war in South Africa, 
that is our point. Once it 
becomes war, once everyone 
realizes there is a war going on 
in the country, then Botha will 
start thinking becausc he is 
being nudged by his own 
people. *Apartheid now is no 
longer protecting us. Apa 
heid i killing ua. It has bocu 
killing blacks for the last 40 
years, But it is beginning to 
kill whites, 100, now.'** 
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SURVEYS estimated that be- 
tween 60% and 67% of black 
workers in the Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg areas failed 
to report for duty yesterday, 
disrupting commerce, indus- 
try and private households. 

In many instances people 
were unable to get to work 
because there was no 
transport. 

There were also reports of 
intimidators in the townships 
and rural districts. 

It was the first day of a pro- 
test called by two major trade 
union movements, the Con- 
gress of South African Trade 
Unions (Cosatu) and the 
National Council of Trade 
Unions (Nactu), against the 

new Labour Relations 
Amendment Bill. 

Holiday 
Isolated incidents of petrol- 

bombing, stone-throwing, ar- 
son and barricade-building 
were reported. 

By late yesterday there had 
been no dramatic violence 

and the situation resembled a 

holiday as thousands of work- 

ers and pupils milled around- 

¥ with major shopping centres 

closed and the bulk of trans- 

port suspended. \ 
However, the Umgababa 

railway station building on 

the South Coast was gutted by 

arsonists who threw a petrol 

bomb at it early yesterday. 
The incident did not affect 

 train services. 

' Schools 
Schools in Kwa Mashu, 

- Clermont, St Wendolin’s, 
KwaNdengezi, Mariannhill, 

Ntuzuma, Inanda and 

Klaarwater were deserted.   

   
A spokesman for the 

KwaZulu Education and Cul- 
ture Department said exami- 
nations at other schools were 
cancelled because the atten- 
dance was not good. 
Students of the Medical 

School in Durban stayed 
away from lectures. 

At the University of 
Durban-Westville, student at- 
tendance was described as 
‘extremely low’. 

University 
At the University of Natal, 

lectures were going ahead as 
usual, a spokesman for the 
university’s public relations 
department said. 

Buses and taxis did not op- 
erate in most townships, with 
the exception of Umlazi. 

Police reported in their un- 
rest bulletin that a black bus 
driver in Clermont was slight- 
ly injured after one of several 
incidents in which buses 
were stoned. 

A councillor in Magabheni 
township on the South Coast, 
Mr C C Mncwabe, appealed to 
employers not to victimise 
workers who joined the stay- 
away. 
Waiting o 

He said the majority of the 
people of the township near 
Umkomaas had left for work 
as normal, but because of the 
lack of transport as taxis 
were not running, many did 
not go to work on time. 

‘I have been around the 
township from 5am yester- 
day and I saw hundreds of 
people waiting at the ranks 
for taxis to get to work,’ he’ 
said. 

Mr Newabe said workers in 
Magabheni did not support 
the stay-away. .. .. 

stayaway of workers at 31 in- 

dustrial concerns in the 

Pietermaritzburg area yester- 

day, according to figures ob- 

tained by the Chamber of 

Industries. 

Buses stoned 

the 31 companies, 13 had 

been operating normally yes- 
terday while eight had exper- 
ienced a ‘pretty serious’ stay- 

100% of workers. 

buses had been stoned in the 

morning but no serious dam- 
age had been done. 

the Chamber of Commerce, 
said he had received ‘mixed 

reports’ from businesses in 
connection with the stay- 

away, but the chamber had | 
‘ot conducted a survey. 

“a 100% stay-away of workers 
while others had a full 

- turnout’ 

Police 

- 'had received no, repo 
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way of between 64% and 

  

  

  

  

Police reported that four 
  

  

  

  

  

    

Mr Paul van Uytrecht, of 

  

  

  

  

     

      

  

    

‘Some firms reported up to | 

  

  

  

  

  

     
    

  

  

  

Mr van_ Uytrecht 

    

   

    

   

    

   port, Mr E Marshall, said the } 
bus service operated normal- 
ly in Pietermaritzburg yester- 

day, but there had been a 

‘significant’ drop in the num- 

Der of passengers, particular- 
ly-in the very early hours 
when it was dark. " 

A strong police presence 
was reported at bus stops in 
the townships to assist work- 

ers in getting to work and to 

AULINR (ol -Yc] 303 
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Dead stop 
‘at major 
vehicle 
plants ¥ 

By Michael Chester 

The output of South Africa’s 

motor industry came to a 

standstill yesterday as all 

seven major assembly plants 

closed down. 
The National Association of 

Automobile Manufacturers 

(Naamsa) confirmed that 

production would also be at 

a standstill at all plants 

today. PR 

Naamisa executive director Mr 

Nico Vermeulen estimated 

that between 20000 and 

25000 production workers 

were affected. Only admin- 

istrative and salaried staff 

remained at work. 

Mr Vermeulen said the com- 

panies had agreed to shut 

down output because: 

@ Naamsa had earlier been ad- 

vised that certain key out- 

side component ‘manufactur- 

ers feared that supplies 

would be disrupted. 

@ A protest by only 10 percent 

of assembly plant employees 

would make normal produc- 

tion impossible. 
~ There were dramatic contrasts 

in the impact of the protest 

in Johannesburg and across 

the Reef. 

FULL WORK FORCES _ 

| The Steel and Engineering In- 

dustries Federation (Seifa) 

reported that while certain 

| big factories had been hit by 

| 100 percent not reporting for 

" work, others had a full la- 

pour force and operatjons 

were normal. 

Seifsa spokesman Mr H 

van der Heefer said the jpro- 

. test by workers in the indus- 

trial divisions run low 

Rand was almost 100 per- 

cent, but at the Highveld 

Steel Corporation works at 

Witbank, it was ignored. 

There were stark contrasts by 
work forces at many other 

big companies.. 

  

The Asea electrical division 
Allied Technologies repun:é 
complete absenteeism at its 

L AT p T al e Alberton 

In the Hag, ie Rand 
there was g. 60 p;mgrtoup: 
out at Vanderbijlpark, but 
95 percent of employees in 
Germiston joined the protest. 

In Cape Town, about 70 percent 
of factory labour forces re- 
ported for work. In Durban, 
about 80 percent of workers 
in the non-ferrous metals 
sector reported. 

  
 



    
    
        

  

     

By Zenaide Vendeiro 7 €~/ 

There was almost total absenteeism at 
schools in Soweto and the East Rand yes- 
terday — where incidents of intimidation 
were reported — but attendance at other 
schools in the PWV area ranged from 20 to 

. 90 percent. 
. The Director-General of the Department 
' of Education and Training (DET), Dr AB 
‘Fourie, said in a statement issued late 
yesterday that attendance at schools in 
other urban areas was also affected but he 
gave no figures. 

Dr Fourie said the department was con- 
‘cerned about the adverse effects the pro- 
‘test would have on pupils’ mid-year exami- 
nations and appealed to parents and “all 
‘involved” to make every effort to ensure 
‘that children returned to school as soon as 

ible. y 
““Unfortunately a genuine concern for the 

well-being of the child seems to have been 

   

           

    

    

hregaded by those relnnl e for 

thwarting the educational engagement,” he 

said. 
Dr Fourie said that while there had been 

no reports of incidents at schools, there had 
_been reports of intimidation and “those 
wishing to enter schools have been afraid 
to do so”. Disruption of transport services 
had exacerbated the situation. 

There was intimidation of teachers and 
of the few pupils who attended school in 
the East Rand yesterday, according to the 
acting director for the highveld region, Mr 
R R Motau. 

SECURITY FORCES : 

He explained: “Pupils have been going to 
the schools in groups of two or three so as 
not to attract the attention of the security 
forces and warning the teachers and pupils 
to leave the school as they are risking their 
lives.” 

Mr Motau said that while absenteeism 
was “almost complete” on the East Rand, 

the situation in the eastern Transvaal ap- 
peared normal. = 

The spokesman for the Soweto region, 
Mr Peter Mundell, said there was almost 
no attendance at schools in the area yester- 
day. Fairly large numbers of teachers had 
also not reported for work. 
However, no reports of violence were re- 

ceived and the situation had been “very 
quiet”, he said. 
Attendance at schools in the Vaal com- 

plex and northern Free State was “rather 
low”, said a spokesman for the DET’s Or- 
ange Vaal region, with preliminary atten- 
dance figures ranging from 30 to 60 per- 
cent. Attendance at the Sebokeng College 
of 'Education was much higher at 90 per- 
cent. i 

There had been “no trouble”, he added. 
A spokesman for the northern Transvaal 

said school attendance in its outly- 
ing districts such as Pietersburg, Potchef- 
stroom and Lichtenburg was normal, as 
was that in Mamelodi. ¥    

  
  

 



Casual workers 
<7 e Si2R. 

helped large 
stores t6"Gope 7> 

By Lloyd Coutts 

Major retail stores in Johannesburg appeared well 
prepared for workers’ absenteeism yesterday but, 
for the smaller stores, it meant few staff and little 
business. 

At Checkers, casual staff, mainly schoolehildren, 
manned the stores in the afternoon. A company 
spokesman said that, before lunch, the stores had 
‘managed with the staff who reported for work. 

Absenteeism at the various stores varied berween 
18 and 80 percent. 

At Click’s, top management rolled up its sleeves 
and pitched in at the company’s 16 branches in and 
around the city. When The Star telephoned to ask 
how. the company was coping, the switchboard oper- 
ator said she was the only person in the office. 

Everyone else, from general manager to secre- 
tary, was helping out at the stores, she said. 

CASUAL LABOUR USED 
Casual labour filled in at the Pick 'n Pay stores, 

where between 65 and. 70 percent of the staff stayed 
away. A company spokesman said students were 
used later in the afternoon and the operation went 
smoothly. 

OK Bazaars spokesman Mr Keith Hartshorne said 
his company was coping well. 4 

It had prepared itself and had instituted contin- 
gency plans which included the hiring of casual la- 
bour. 

‘The smaller businesses in the west end of the city 
seemed to feel the effect of the protest most. A 
few shops in Simmonds Street were closed and staff g - at two fast food outlets 

said they would be clos- 
ing early. 

doorways, staring at the 
near-empty street or 
reading newspapers. 

A Bree Street shop- 
keeper, Mr Sharad Dev- | 
chand, said none of his 
employees had reported 
for duty. 

But it was business as 
usual in the east end of 
the city and near the 
station, where some 
shops had both black 
staff and customers. 

Minibus taxis felt the 
pinch and many were 

| empty near the station 
and around the city. 

Driver Mr Abie Mo- 
kaila said business was 
slow because it was a 
holiday. 

Shopkeepers stood in | 
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rickle of workers return to their lobs 

stay-at-home 
, S g 14T 

ragging 
arly indications today were that work stayaways 

which began yesterday were easing in.many parts 

of the Reef, with the number of commuters on 

trains and buses rising slightly. 

More black commuters used the buses and trains on 

the Reef today but an explosion on the railway track 

between Naledi and Dube at 6.40 am caused lengthy 

delays to train services. 

A spokesman for Putco, Mr Robin Duff, said more of its 

staff turned out today and slightly more people used buses in 

some areas. 
He said the stayaway was greater today in Springs, and buses 

transported 95 percent fewer passengers ‘than normal, compared to 

90 percent yesterday. 

“However, the situation has eased in Soweto, with taxis coming 

back on the road,” he said. Buses in the area carried 70 percent 

fewer passengers than normal this morning, compared to 90 percent 

yesterday, he said. 
{ 

Mr Duff said Putco provided substitute transport for trains 

disrupted by an explosion on the line between Naledi and Dube. 

A spokesman for the police public relations division in Pretoria 

confirmed that an explosive device was detonated near the Inhla- 

zane railway station. There were no injuries and damage to the 

track was minimal, he said. 

Police protection 

A spokesman for South African Transport Services said some 

services from Soweto, running 45 ‘minutes late, were restored only 

at 7.23 am as a result of the explosion. 

She said more passengers used trains today. “Yesterday, we car- 

ried a maximum of 25 percent of our normal passenger load but this 

figure increased to between 30 and 35 percent today.” 

“Hundreds of people in the East Rand townships of Tokoza, Katle- 

with about a 50 percent 
stayaway being observed with- 
out incident. 

Production at all seven major 
motor assembly plants re- 

| mained at a standstill today. 
Some of the. glants are likely 

to remain closed tomorrow. 
A survey by the Federated 

Chamber of Industries (FCI) 
showed that yesterday. 80 per- 
cent of workers heeded the pro- 
test call in Johannesburg. The 
East Rand figure varied from 10 
to 100 percent but most com- 
panies reported 80 percent ab- 
senteeism. 

In Pretoria the figure was be- 
tween 70 to 100 percent at Ross- 
}z'x; and 50 to 80 percent at Walt- 

Many factories and com- 
panies in Port Elizabeth had 
closed down for the day. y 

Figures for other areas were: | 
Bloemfontein between 40 and 
é‘gfercsnfi Bo;der area 60 per- 
4 and Northern Cape i} o pe unaf- 

At least 90 percent of Indian 
shops in central Johannesburg 
closed yesterday with 60 percent 
closed in Pretoria, Lenasia and 
Actonville, a Transvaal Indian 
Congress spokesman said. 

The Chamber of Mines said 
9000 of the industry’s 555000 

  
hong and Vosloorus walked to work today and police were OLEYEI- workforce stayed at home. 
street to protect them. 

The biggest back-to-work was in Tokoza where many people 

walked to Alberton dnd nearby e B e 

In Katlehong, pwp stood frustrated on’ ‘every street as police 

vehicles continued to outnumber available taxis. 

Police used huge vans to transport some people to an area where 

they could get transport. 
& 

Nurses going to work ‘walked to the local Natalspruit Hospital. 

For the second day, there appeared to be a complete stayaway 

from schools in the East Rand. 
in Pretoria townships appeared to 

The number of commuters 

Lo 
increased slightly today, 

   

@ See Page 13 

  

   



    

Work grinds to 
SR THe 

Although gold mines were not affected, a number 

of the country’s largest collieries were hit by 

absenteeism yesterday. 

Six collieries in the Witbank-Middelburg coal- 

fields reported almost 100 percent absenteeism. 

Many others had partial attendances. 

There was only one incidence of violence re- 

ported, at Rand Mines’ Vandyksdrif section of 

Douglas Mine. 

A worker, Mr Isaac Khundla, lost an eye after 

being struck by “a rubber stopper” when mine 

security officials fired on a group of about 60 

stick-wielding men trying to prevent workers 

going on shift. 

Mr Khundla is being treated in the Witbank 

Hospital. 

The Anglo American spokesman for the 

group’s gold and uranium division, Mr Michael 

Spicer, said work continued ‘underground as 

usual at all mines. 
Anglovaal reported full attendance at all 

mines. 

Gencor spokesman Mr Harry Hill said work- 

ers at the group’s gold mines were at their posts 

except for the Grootvlei mine, near Springs, 

virtual halt 
-, 

[ B 
6”—’ [ ] L] 

at six Transvaal collieries 
By Theresa Anders and Adele Baleta where there was 55 percent absenteeism. 

He said two Gencor collieries near Middel- 

burg, Blinkpan and Optimum, reported 90 per- 
cent absenteeism. 

Rand Mines said there was normal attendance 
at all group gold mines yesterday. 

A spokesman said all collieries were operating 

with the full staff compliment except for Doug- 

las near Witbank where 50 percent of the work- 

force were absent. 

The spokesman said there was total absentee- 

ism at Vandyksdrif, near Douglas, and Wol- 

wekrans near Witbank except for staffers man- 

ning essential services. 

“Rand Mine employees have been informed 

that the company would adopt a policy of no 

work no pay, the spokesman said. 

A Goldfields spokesman reported full atten- 

dance at all gold mines. He said, however, that 

there was an 85 percent stayaway at the com- 

pany’s New Clydesdale Colliery at Witbank. 

Eskom’s public relations officer, Mr Peter 
Adams, said some power stations in the Trans- 
vaal had been hit to a greater or lesser degree. 

At two stations, Hendrina and Komati, it is 

believed there was an almost total stayaway 

of black staff 
- 

  

 



    
   

Police would not issue any official statements on the 

stayaway because it was a contravention of the 

emergency regulations to give publicity to such ac- 

tions, a Pretoria police spokesman said today. 

“No official statements regarding the stayaway or 

intimidation will be issued because it is a contraven- 

‘tion of the emergency regulations to give publicity to 

the stayaway or to further its aims,” said the spokes- 

man. 
| 

@ The emergency regulations do not make it an of- | 

fence to publicise a stayaway. It is an offence under 

the emergency regulations to incite or encourage 

members of the public to stay away from work or to 

go on illegal strike, or to publish anything which 

shows the extent to which a stayaway is successful or 

. which discloses particulars.of the manner in which 

me; , of the public are intimidated, incited or 

edlouh'piflmorlnppflmhacm i 

It is also an offence to give an account of any 

incidents in connection with stayaway intimidation, 

incitement or encouragement. Rt ;! 

TRt 
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' .' Tihe psl?ang.s ) 
to Increase (7‘ 

mb attacks 

    

  

By Michael Hornsby 
of The Times 

LU A — Leaders of the African Na- 
tional Congress are planning to in- 

~erease military action in an attempt to 
| raise 2 black morale an to un 
dermine whites' faith in the Govern- 
ment’s ability to protect them. - 4 

Wide-ranging interviews have been 

| i 

  

{ 
But there is intense de- | bate within the - ANC 

about how far armed ac- 
tion should be taken and | 
about how broadly the 
concept of a non-civilian 
target should be defined.   conducted with ANC president Mr 

Oliver Tambo and leaders of the or- 
ganisation’s military wing Umkhonto 
we Sizwe, but The Star is unable to re- 
port what Mr Tambo said because he is 
banned in terms of the Internal Securi- 
ty f:ct and may not be quoted in Sout 
Africa. 

~ ANC leaders argued that the Gov- 
| ernment’s state of emergency and its 
clampdown in February on most black 
organisations pursuing non-violent pro- 
test had left it no option but to inten- 
sify armed action. 3 

'hey had concluded, after the white 
general election last year, that most 
whites would stop supporting the Gov- 
ernment only when it was no longer 

Seen as able to guarantee 
their safety. 

A primary aim of the | 
ANC will be to disrupt 
nationwide elections on 

T 26 for segregated 
black and white munici- 
pal councils, and to en- 
sure a mass black boy- 
cott of the polls. 

A large turnout by 
blacks would be devas- 
tating, enabling Pretoria 
to claim it had success- 
fully re-launched the 
Government-sponsored 
system of black township 
authorities largely des- 
troyed in the insurrec- 
tionary turmoil of 1984- 
86. 

    
    
     

“The ANC is commit- 
ted to aborting the mu- 
nicipal elections,” said 
Mr Chris Hani, the 45- 
year-old chief of staff of 
‘Umkonto. 

It is accepted that 
bomb attacks in white- 
zoned city centres must 
be increased and that this 
will inevitably mean 
more civilian deaths, 
both white and black.       
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' Tambo outlined the 
| ANC's official policy on 
| bomb attacks and re- 
ferred specifically to last | ’,gégx’s lunchtime bom 
in Roodepoort which 

d four civilians, 

    

  

      

  
 



/' @ Durban: 
Unofficial estimates put Durban absenteeism at 

75 percent. 
‘The universities of Natal and of Durban-Westville 

were virtually deserted as most students were ab- 
sent. Attendances at white, Indian and coloured 
schools were normal, while at black schools figures 
were down. 1 

‘ ‘Thousands of people in the Valley of 1000 Hills 
were stranded without transport. In Pinetown, some 
factories were operating, but far below capacity. 

Varied effectiveness 

Maritzburg: 
The Maritzburg Chamber of Commerce said some 

companies had reported a complete absence of 
workers, others had had full attendances. Although 
the majority of firms were not severely affected, 
absenteeism was high at some of the large employ- 
ers. 

The Maritzburg Chamber of Industries said that 
bus services, operated by the kwaZulu Transport 
Corporation, were running normally. Information re- 
ceived from 23 companies indicated that only three 
had been hit by “effective” absenteeism. 

® East London: 
The city was markedly affected. A spokesman for 

the Chamber of Commerce estimated that about 
60 percent of workers were absent. 

© Port Elizabeth: 
A spokesman for the Port Elizabeth Chamber of 

Commerce and managing director of PE Tramways, 
Mr Carl Coetzer, reported an estimated 50 percent 
absentee rate in central Port Elizabeth and 30 per- 
cent in Uitenhage. 

Mr Coetzer said that 85 percent of the coloured 
workforce turned up for work. 

@ Western Cape: 
There was limited absenteeism in certain sectors 

of industry in the Western Cape. 
Only about 2 percent of the Cape Town City Coun- 

cil's staff were absent yesterday. A spokesman said 
this was almost normal for a cold winter day. 

  

   

                

   

  

   
   

        

   

                            

     
A normally packed bus terminus in central Johannesburg is deserted yesterday — the first day of a three-day national 

Reet 

protest called by black trade unions. 

  

Hard Hi T &j D&SENT:E)gIY) 

  
 



      

al protest But only sporadic violence 
; reported   

    

   e siat-- 
Staff Reporters and Sapa 

Thousands of black workers were absent 
from.work yesterday — the first day ofa =~ 
three-day national protest called by South a 

  

    
       
     

  

‘Africa’s major union federations. 
m) The highest absentee figures were recorded 

in Johannesburg and on the East Rand. 
. 

    

    

  

    

  

    

    

    

   
   

|| At least six people were injured in incidents of . lant in Sasolburg. Sasol violence beljevepde:elated to the protest. | bisa; 10 percent from Pretoria; 10 to 20 percent from lr’epomd that it hag ot beleb;:ufifezgn Council also #n explosion damaged the railway line at Dube, | Soweto and 40 to 50 percent from the West Rand ~uhe Vaal Transport Corporation in Vereeniging Soweto, at 12.15am yesterday and, later, a limpet Soweto taxis operated a skeleton internal service  announced in a statement that its mornin g o | mine was found on a nearby section of the Dube = to take nurses and other staff to Baragwanath Hospi- had operated without any major disruptions, || railway track. tal and local clinics. g A spokesman for Samcor, the largest private sec- 
A train coach was burnt at Kwesine station, near Police and the Defence Force guarded railway tor employer in Pretoria, said the plant near Mame- 

Germiston, and the Umgababa station on the Natal || stations and patrolled the streets. lodi had closed for the first three days of this week 
‘South Coast was petrol bombed. | In the East Rand townships of Katlehong, Tokoza | 2 5 because of indicati “hij In Saulsville, Pretoria, several railway coaches || and Vosloorus, residents appeared to be observing than usual amnm,g‘t there would be “higher were damaged by an explosion while a house was the protest en masse. 4 In Soshan; it attacked with a hand-grenade in Mamelodi. No in- There was a heavy police presence in the three guve, absenteeism of 50 percent or more € ¢ % I was rted. Thousands of i main 
juries were reported. | townships and police were at every railway station taxi rr;:pt‘:.s but few vemgl’u ml:nilll:m e 

A miner was wounded in an eye after being shot | | and taxi rank to protect those who wanted to go to Thousands of stranded taxi commuters in Mame- 
with a rubber bullet in a clash between workers and | | work. ¥ p lodi gathered at street corners trying to hitch lifts to 
Rand Mines’ Vandyksdrif security near Witbank. On the West Rand, South African Breweries in work as there were no taxis at all in the area. 

Five people were injured near Empangeni in a | Chamdor reported that half the staff were absent, The OK Bazaars supermarket chain l:eported 
petrol bomb attack on a bus, leaving production intact but deliveries disrupted. 84 percent absenteeism in Johannesburg, 70 percent 
© PWV Area: | Several other West Rand firms said that al ut 50 in Pretoria, 75 £t 
passenger demand in the Transvaal were Soweto C‘?:&;fies :;gporfizdxnormal :b"flteei%m 1% i ¥18 0048 iieent, on fhe st (90 percent absenteeism), Springs (90 percent), Eden- ndontein and Krugserdorp municipalities sai A Checkers spokesman sai - 
vale (99 percent), East Rand (90 percent). Absentee-  that they had not been affected. 4y cent absenmei:x'npoln loham::gurtge;dwgzstwfid 
ism in Pretoria was 30 percent, | ¥ .| In the Vaal Triangle, Iscor’s Vanderbijlpark plant. | branches, 60 percent on the West Rand, 50 percent 
\The protest, said the spokesman, was less effec- | appeared to have been hardest hit with about 7000 on the Vaal Triangle and 50 percent in Pretoria, 
tive in Pretoria, Mamelodi and Dennilton, near kwa- | black employees failing to report for duty. 

W 

  A utco spokesman said the areas with the lowest . percent of the staf had not reported for work Other b Lrc!Ti%, I ata, o g EAD: B0 pecent 
ind. 

       

   

  

   
   

  

   
    

by 

Pi ¥ percent i e 
Ndebele. s An Iscor spokesman said a “significant number of fm:: l,‘,;: :%ur:rm%‘:nz.;aal t ot s work 

| S o ackils slogct o pen 4 ;ver:l nz: a& wo;-k but measures had been @ Northern Transvaal: ¥ . Soweto schools close: ¢/ taken to handle the situation. G bers of work i 
e e e The Union Steel Corporation (Usco) in Verees FB L Svorkers turned up at their jobs fiin: niging as usual in Pietersburg, Potgietersrus, Phalaborwa 
. Allschools in Soweto appeared to be closed. | reported 40 percent black absentee; 4 | Taxi ranks, bus terminals and railway stations A Metal Box spokesman in Vanderbijlpark said ;lgimmm?%bu:gfivhemmegmenfnnuut  were deserted in most sections and trains ran almost ' the extent of absenteeism had not been determined, Teporting tgr wor{i' bowa Transport employees no || empty to Johannesburg. but the company was “not too badly affected”. g PO ets urgin w‘orken not to go %o work South African Transport Services said train occu-  Absentee figures of about 10 pervent e record- ml‘w‘ed ot ol Bnajbe Leberts te ki | pancy rates yesterday on Reef trains were about | ed at the Samancor factory in Meyerton and the No incidents of viol:nce o Tl rotui “Bad bee: 

| 5percent of normal at 5 am. Just before 8 am, occu- | Vanderbijlpark Town Council, e irtod e T’; p"l‘:fi': on das n | pancy rates on trains to Johannesburg station were ~ One of the few industries unaffected was the Sasol R orthern Transvaal by midday yes- ;( in the region of 1percent of normal from Tem- 
¥   
 



| reject, ./ 
bvlack}rfifi e 
SIR — It was in 1975 that the civil war erupted in 

Lebanon. The civil war grew out of resentment by 

various groups of the power of the politically 

  

dominant Maronite Christians over other religious " 
- groups. 

In the past six years, more than 52000 people have 

been killed, while authority hardly exists. 

The country- is broken into patches which are 

controlled by different warring bands. 

This is the very type of war which could take placeif 

we ever allowed black majority rule in South Africa. 

Ideally of course, a coalition government represent- 

ing all the different racial groups, should develop, 

which is precisely what our present government is 

considering doing. 
‘It is clear that most black leaders should prefer their 

people to die and suffer all sorts of deprivation, rather 

that practice the true meaning of reconciliation. And 

this is exactly what would happen in South Africa. 

Hence our government is seeking a means of having 

all leaders representing their people. 
Or are there any examples around the world where | 

revolutionaries have come to power and the living 

conditions of the man in the street improved. If so, 

where? % 

RICHARD 

3 

Pretoria 
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IThousands heed 
trade umons 
'stayaway cal 

    

    | SOWETAN Reporters, Sapa and Own Correspondents   
  

THOUSANDS of workers in 
| various areas of the country, 

particularly in Johannesburg 
| and the East Rand, stayed 
away from work yesterday, the 

 first day of a three-day protest 
| campaign called by Nactu and 
Cosatu.   Among the few violent incidents 
reported were: 
® The petrol bombing of a passenger 
bus near Empangem, Natal, in the 
morning (tlre driver and eight 
passengers were injured); ‘ 

® A railway line at Dube, Soweto, was 

damaged by an explosion at about 
12:15am; 
® A train coach was burnt at Kwesine 
Station in Katlehong, near Germiston; 
® Umgababa Station on the Natal 

- Coast was petrol-bombed; 
‘® In Saulsville, Pretori: 

    

, a number of 

railway coaches were damaged by an 
explosion; and 
® A house was attacked ‘with a hand 
grenade in Mamélodi. - 

An unexploded limpet mine was 
found at a section of the railway track in 
Dube. The police in Pretoria said that 
the limpet mine was found during 
follow-up investigations after the ear- 
lier blast. No injuries were reported. 

80 percent 
Manpower secretary . Mr. Vincent 

Brett estimated that no fewer than 80 
percent of black workers had joined the 
stayaway in Johannesburg and all 
business sectors had been’ affected. 

Business in general can only hope 
that the majority of workers will feel 

their protest has made its impact 
yesterday znd that they will start 
flowing batk to their jobs today — 

&{hcr than see their pay packets shrink 

ToPage2w - 
  

  

  

e From Page 1 
any more, he said. 

Virtually all employ- 
ers, he said. had agreed to 
the stand: “No work — 
no pay™. 

  

The impact in Cape 
Town aside from at the 
harbour and with milk 
deliveries, was no more 

than minimal, according 
to a snap Association of 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry survey 

Buses 
About ninety percent 

of workers stayed away 
from work on the East 
Rand 

Pamphlets calling fora 
stay-away from work in 

Atteridgeville, Mamelodi 

and Soshanguve were 
ignored by most workers 

vesterday. 

Many of those who 
went to work were left 
stranded in Atteridgevil- 
le as there were no taxis 
operating in the area. 

| Hundreds of people 
| boarded trains and 

buses. Others boarded a 

few taxis that operated 
from Kalafong Hospital 
in the morning. 

Vaal Triangle employ- 
ers have also adopted the 
“no work no pay” policy 
attitude as hundreds of 
workers heeded the call 

for a three-day national 
rotest. 
Although gold mines 

were not affected, a 
number of the country’s 
largest collieries were hit 
by the stay-away. 

Six collieries in the 
Witbank - Middelburg 

coalfields reported 

  

almolst 100 percent 
absenteeism. Many 
others had partial 
attendances. 

Pamphiets 

The Maritzburg 
Chamber of Industries 
said that bus services, 
operated by the Kwa- 
Zulu Transport Corpo- 
ration, were running 
normally. East London 
was affected by a marked 
stayaway. 

A spokesman for the 
Port Elizabeth Chamber 

of Commerce and 
managing director of PE 
Tramways, Mr Carl 
Coetzer, reported an 
estimated 50 percent   

  

  

stayaway in central Port 
Elizabeth and a 30 
percent stayaway in 
Uitenhage. 

Winter 
There was a limited 

stayaway in certain 
sectors of industry in the 
Western Cape. 

Less than two percent 
of the Cape Town City 
Council’s staff were 
absent yesterday which a 
spokesman described as 
almost normal for a cold 

  
  

 



  

  

SIR — To the casual 

Our valugfi, 
observer, this state- 
ment may seem over- 
exaggerated and even 
fallacious. 

The casual observer 
does not see how terribly 
true this statement is. 
The time allotted to the 
youth in the townships is 
short and getting shorter- 

with each passing 
generation. And it is a 
tragic thing. 

Our grandparents 
were born and grew up in 
a world in which children 
remained children for a 
few years longer than is 

the case today. 3 
Today we are a bunch 

of rubble and undisci- 
plined youth. Most of 
our girls have loose 
morals. They can sleep 
around with as many as 
10 men a week. Boys 

drive stolen cars at the 
tender age of 16 years 
and smoke even before 
they graduate from high 
school. 
We have deprived 

ourselves of the pleasure 
of youth. The freedom 

we have today ends 
where our noses end. We 
are destroying our hopes 
for the future. We are 

. complain, 
- nothing we can do about 

dare 
crippling our abilities 
which in the foreseeable 
future we are going to 
Tegret. 

This is our world. We 
did not createit, and even 
if we had, I doubt 
whether we could have 
done a better job. We are 
stuck with it however. 
‘We have to live in it and 
take over ‘its burdens 
ourselves in a few years. 

As much as we 
there is 

it. We cannot fight for a 
return to the past when 
things were moving 
slower_and we were not 
faced so suddenly with 
adult problems and 
responsibilities. 

T doubt whether things 
can be slowed down at 
all, they have gone too 
far for that. Clearly, the 

only thing we can do is 

try to prepare ourselves 
for the struggle ahead. 

Let us do our level best 
to halt the approaching 
annihilation of mankind. 
If we do not no-one will. 

It is for this reason that I 
can say let us take a more 

responsible attitude 
towards life and stop 

fooling ourselves into 
believing that someone 
will come to our rescue. 
Let us be like our parents 
who had to sacrifice their 
lives for our well being. 

Let us not only be 

concerned with tomor- 
row night’s date, next 
week’s allowance, or 
gettinga cai and havinga 
ball. In the near future we 
have to become adults 
who will run businesses, 
seek offices and decide 
world policies. 

If we are not able to 
respond to the challenge 
of tomorrow instead of 
bemoaning the past and 
the ever-hastening 
present, we shall find 
ourselves ill-prepared 
and ill-equipped to deal 
with jobs that must be 
done. e 

EMMANUEL 
KHUMALO 

Diepkloof 

  
 



~ SOWETAN, Tt 

’THE Congress of South African Trade Unions yesterday called on the 
‘fiu ernment to snspgnithe controversial Labour Relations Amendment Bill 
ini@ point a team of international labour experts to review the proposed 

gosat\l ’s. gen;erg] u;iry, Mr Jay Naidoo, said thls step was necessary because 
there were “fundamental differences of opmmn between employers and the 

    
  

   

  

   
   

  

colihlry 's largest federations over the Bill. 
Cosatu’s call for a 

~ review of the proposed 
“legislation comes in the 
' wake of a three-day 
“*peaceful protest” 
~ which began yesterday — 
organised by itself and 
National Council of 

r Naidoo called on 
the Minister of Man- 
power to appoint a team 
of experts from the 
International Labour 
Organisation to review 
the pre 

  

changes to the Bill. We 
reject the intervention of 

Responding to claims 

- by employers that 
osatu had failed to 

specify their objections 

    

  By LEN MASEKO 

    

  

to the Bill, Mr Naidoo 
said;  SOf  the- 2% 
objections we handed to 
the parliamentary 
standing committee on 
the Bill, only four we:c 
dealt with satisfactori + 
It is a lie that we failed tc 
identify our complaints 

about the Bill.” 
He said Cosatu, when 

calllng for three dnys of 
“‘peaceful protest,” had 
left it to various 
communities to decide 
the form of protest they 
would take. “It is a fact 
that millions of workers 
have decided to stay 

away from work as part 
of the protest,” he said. 
Many contentious 

amendments to the 
labour legislation — such 
as lock-outs — had been 
suggested by the 

   
   

  

employer: 
- said. 

Mr BobBby Godsell, 
chairman of the South 
African Employers 
Consultative Committee 
on Labour Affairs, 
(Saccola), was not 

available for comment 
yesterday. 

     

    

  

   

  

    

      

    
    

    

COSA   S general secretary, Mr Jay Naidoo. 

  

  

  

    

      
  

 



   
No talks 

THE limpet mine explosion outside a bank in Roodepoort which killed four people — a White woman and three Blacks — is confir- mation that the African National Congress is a terrorist organisation, not an insurgent or guerrilla force as some Left-wing newspapers would have us believe. g For who but terrorists would plant a limpet mine in a dustbin outside a bank and time, it to go off at the lunch hour? 
Having said that — and taking into account other ANC terrorist attacks on civilians —we wonder how apologists for the ANC can con- tinue to defend that organisation? No, they say, the ANC may be out of touch with some of its members, who are acting independently of it. 3 As if the ANC does not have control over its terrorists — a laughable Pproposition, consid- ering the ANC is highly organised and its attacks are not made by chance. It is also suggested that the bombers are ill- trained and inexperienced and did not intend 1o set off their blasts when so many people were around, but that the explosives went off before the time they were due to explode. Another argument is that the ANC is not mounting attacks on civilians, but the civi- lians just happen to get caught in the cross- fire, which is what the ANC itself claims. ~The truth is that the ANC has announced it is extending its attacks to include civilians. Therefore, it was not by chance that the vic- tims of the Roodepoort blast were civilians. The aim of the ANC is not to overthrow the government by violence — that would be im- possible. It is to cause panic among civilians and to demonstrate to township Blacks that the ANC s still in business. However, the ANC itself is in a dilemma, since it is trying to convince overseas govern- ments that it is a legitimate liberation force that is fighting an acceptable war against a Tepressive, racialistic government that uses. force to maintain itself jn POWer. ' sariiz i To plant bombs among civilians detracts from the image the ANC fosters of itself. This explains why there are divisions within - ANC ranks on what is the best policy to pur- 
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sue. o 
The government has asked the ANC to re- nounce violence as a precondition for the ANC joining talks on a new dispensation in- volving Blacks, 
The ANC refuses to abandon violence, since it does not wish to negotiate except on the basis of a handover of power to the masses. In other words, the ANC does not want a com- promise solution but an abdication by the Whites of their power, with the substitution of ANC Marsxist rule for the present dispen- - sation. 
Mr Wynand “lalan, the leader of the National Democratic Movement, excuses his talks with the ANC by saying that he is trying to get the ANC to abandon violence. Fat hope. 
What Mr Malan is actually doing is giving the ANC credibility so that it can tell the world that Afrikaner liberals recognise it as‘an es- sential part of any solution, so if these Afri- Kaners trek to Dakar, Harare and Frankfurt to talk to it, why shouldn't the rest of the world recognise the ANC, too? South Africans are angry when liberals, poli- ticians, academics or businessmen talk chum- mily to the ANC while its bombs kill and maim people. 

Britain does not talk to the Irish Republican | Army; Israel has a law against contacts be- tween Israelis and the Palestine Liberation Organisation. The seven industrialised na- tions, including the United States, Britain. West Germany and Japan. have specifically ruled out negotiations with terrorist organi- sations. 
3 We have a plethora of laws that curb radical organisations and emergency regulations that curb the Press, so any more restrictions would seem out of place. 

But we believe that if people won't listen to the government's urgings that talks should not be held with the ANC while it engages l@fi terrorismy then the government, like Isra   
   

should infroduce a law t see tmy_x[l,i; dogs /| not happen.™= LL._“ SR 

  
 



  

   
  

FROM PAGE 1 

Others stayed over- 
night close to their places 
of employment. 

Many workers in Sowe- 
to stayed away from work 
yesterday and all schools 
in the township appeared 
closed. 

‘Taxi ranks, bus termi 
uses and railway stations 
were deserted in most 
sections and trains ran al- 
most empty to Johannes- 
burg. 

SA Transport Services 
reported that early occu- 
pancy rates on Reef trains 
were about 5 percent of 
normal at 5 am, the start 
of the peak period. 

Sats said train occupan- 
cy levels were on average 
between 50 and 60 per- 
cent countrywide. 

A Putco spokesman 
said the areas worst hit by 
the stayaway appeared to 
be Soweto, Durban and 
Alberton. 

The chairman of the 
SA  Consultative Com- 
miittee on Labour Affairs 
(Saccola), and Anglo 
American manpower 
chief, Mr Bobby Godsell, 

  

said last night he was en- 
couraged by the small in- 
cident of “‘violence on the 
ground”. 

“Apart from the ex- 
plosions, there appears to 
have been very few in- 
stances of violence on the 
ground, which is very en- 
couraging. These kind of 
actions always carry a 
threat of violence. even if 
no-one intends it,” Mr 
Godsell said. 

Last ditch efforts by 
Saccola to avert the pro- 
test failed after dis- 
cussions with Cosatu and 
the National Council of 
Trade Unions (Nactu) 
last week. 

Mr Godsell said it 
would be very difficult to 
find a winner after yester- 

Stayaway mainly 

day’s stayaway. It was sig- - 
nificant, however, that 
the numbers of one of Co- 
satu’s major affiliates, the 
National Union of Mine- 
workers, did not join the 
stayaway in large num- 
bers. 

The process of negotia- 
tion on labour legislation 
would continue after the 
protest is scheduled to 
end on Wednesday, he 
said. 
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    The Association - of 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (Assocom) 
confirmed the picture 
pointed by the transport 
figures. 

According to Assocom 
manpower secretary, Mr 
Vincent Brett, about 80 
percent of workers in Jo- 
hannesburg and the Reef 
did not report for work. 

He told The Citizen he 
had heard that “‘quite a 
number” of companies 
were preparing to take 
disciplinary steps against 
absentee workers. 
“Employers are getting 

to the stage where they 
are going to take stronger 
action,” he predicted. 

In Cape Town the Min- 
ister of Manpower, Mr 
Pietie du Plessis, warned 
that -any stayaway from 
work in the Cosatu pro- 
test in the next few days 
would amount to an il- 
legal strike and he warned 
of the possibility of dis- 
missals. 

He deplored the fact 
that Cosatu had not ac- 
cepted an open invitation 
he had issued to interest- 
ed parties to discuss pro- 
posed changes to labour 
legislation with him. 

His impression was that 
. the protest was not only 
about the labour legis- 
lation but that political is- 
sues were also involved. 

Official comment on 
the stayaway was not 
available from the police 
yesterday. 

Senior police officers 
wryly confessed: “We are 
barred by our own law 
from saying anything 
about it. . ..” 

A spokesman for the 
Police Public Relations 
Directorate in Pretoria 
told The Citizen: “To 
comment would be to 
contravene the emergen- 
cy regylations.” 

The office of the Minis- 
ter of Law and Order, Mr 
Adriaan Vlok, also de- 
clined to comment. 

A’ Cosatu spokesman 
said yesterday some three 
million people had regis- 
tered their protest against 
the Labour Relations 
Amendment Bill"by join- 
ing the stayaway. 

“Although we haven't 
called for that form of 
protest (stayaways), the 
fact that so many people 
have stayed away is a 
powerful signal. 
“Government and em- 
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y on Rand 
ployers need to give heed 
and negotiate (on the 
Bill). The protest has 
shown that a lot of strong 
feelings exist in the com- 
munity.” 
Attendance at many 

schools in the PWV and 
other urban areas had 
been affected by the 
stayaway  “apparently 
connected to reaction to 
proposed labour  legis- 
lation,” the Director- 
General of the Depart- 
ment of Education and 
Training, Dr A B Fourie, 
said. 3 

In a statement, Dr Fou- 
rie said: “While there 
have been no reports of 
incidents at schools, there 
have been reports of in- 
timidation, and those 
wishing to enter schools 
have been afraid to do so. 
Disruption of transport 
services has exacerbated 
the situation.™ 

Absentee figures 
among Sats employees 
varied between 48 per- 
cent in the Southern 
Transvaal region and 12 
percent in the Northern 
Transvaal. 

Harbours in  Cape 
Town and Durban, which 
are administered by Sats, 
were particularly hard hit. 
In Cape Town 25 percent 
of  harbour  workers 
stayed away and in Dur- 
ban 50 percent. 

Only about 9 000 mine- 
workers, out of a total 
workforce of 550 000. 
participated in yester- 
day’s stayaway action. a 
spokesman for  the 
Chamber of Mines, said 
yesterday. 

“With the exception of 
one mine on the East 
Rand (Grootviei) which 
was only partially af- 
fected, the Chamber’s 
member gold mines — 
where most of our em- 
ployees are concentrated 
— reported normal at- 
tendance,” the spokes- 
man said. 

Only six of the 
Chamber’s more than 50 
coal mining members re- 
ported stayaways. One 
antimonyn mine  and 
three diamond mines 
were also affected. 

“We are very pleased 
that the overwhelming 
majority of our em- 
ployees have rejected the 
confrontational  attitude 
urged by . some union 
leaders,” the: spokesman 
said. & 
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~Archbishop has 
! strange idea 

of obedience 
THE SACC has really gone too far this time. Un- 
doubtedly many traditional 1s in our coun- 
try will find themselves hard put to continue to asso- 
ciate themselves with their traditional church after 
the recent meetings held in Johannesburg and So- 
weto. 3 : 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu appears to have a 

  

strange idea of obedience to Our Lord God when - 
His Son, Jesus Christ, clearly stipulated in the Holy 
Gospels that one was obliged to obey the laws of the 
land. See Romans 13.- 
Why is he obstinately refusing to acknowledge the 

tremendous changes that have taken place in our 
country — in spite of the SACC leaders I would like 
to add. 

There are more Black millionaires in this country 
than any other racial group, including the Whites. 
There are more Black women graduates in South 
Africa than in the rest of the African continent put 
together. 
The Small Business Development Corporation is 

actively encouraging the small businessman to set 
up his own business. 

More low cost housing has been built than ever 
before. More housing loans on easy terms have 

_ been made available to the lower income groups of 
all races, especially Blacks. 

More scho- * heen built and teachers train- 
ed inspite of the uf the unrest instigated by the com- 
munists, the ANC and PAC. : 
More recreational areas, such as Shareworld. 

One only needs to look around and observe the well 
dressed non-Europeans and how thousands more 
now drive their own cars. 

What does Tutu want? Oh yes. the “peaceful” 
overthrow of the government, precisely at such a 
time when the Black people are given the hope that 
they will have a voice in Parliament. 

Itis clear that the Nuhe! Peace I'iize w o wants 
a Marxist Government to rule our country, in spite 
of the object failure of each Marxist Government on 
this continent. 
D DEVLIN S 

Bramley 

   

Tutu has complete 
overplayed hi 
MANY people feel as I 
do, that Archbishop Tutu 
has now completely over- 
played his hand with his 
latest outrageous utter- 
ances concerning his pro- 
posed “march to free- 
dom”, with it’s sinister 
undertones. 
The only march he 

could possibly undertake 
successfully now is on the 
road to destruction. 

As  Archbishop Tutu 
has never resided in a 
Marxist-controlled coun- 
try, he hasn’t the faintest 
idea what unjust rule or 
suppression really means. 

If he did have the mis- 
fortune to reside in one of 
these countries, he cer- 
tainly would not enjoy the 
benefits he so dearly loves 
such as freedom of 
speech, not to mention 
his decidedly opulent 
standard of living. 

He condemns the gov- 
ernment for  detaining 
“children” who are not 
really children but mur- 
derous thugs who have 
adopted a lifestyle which 
is a threat to ordinary de- 
cent human beings. 

He is also extremely 
vociferous when protest- 
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ing about any other 
necessary restrictions the 
government has had to 
impose in the interests of 
maintaining law and or- 
der. 

If he truly cared about 
humanity, as befits a man 
of the cloth, he would en- 

    

and 
sure that detainees re- 
ceive the necessary spiri- 
tual guidance to enable 
them to relinquish their 
evil ways and take their 
rightful " places in a civi- 
lised society. 
Mrs J ATWELL 

Arcadia 
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road to destruction. 
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‘THE Rand was worst 
hit yesterday as thou- 
sands of Blacks stayed 
away from work to 
protest the Labour Re- 
lations  Amendment 
Bill. Few incidents of 
violence were report- 
ed. 

However, the protest 
flopped in Pretoria, most 
parts of the Cape, in Pie- 
termaritzburg and on the * 

gold mires where produc- 
tion proceeded as normal. 
Among the few violent 

incidents reported were 
an explosion which dam- 
aged the railway line at 
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By Peter Delmar 
and Sapa 
  

Dube, Soweto; a train 
coach being burnt at 
Kwesine station  near 
Germiston, and the petrol 
bombing of the Umgaba- 
ba station on the Natal 
South Coast. : 

A Putco spokesman 
said the areas with the 
lowest passenger demand 
in the Transvaal were So- 
weto (90 percent down), 
Springs (90 percent) and 
Edenvale (99 percent). 

Ninety percent of com- 
muters stayed away on 
the East Rand, 95 percent 

in Durban and 30 percent 
in Pretoria. 
The stayaway, said the 

spokesman, was less ef- 
fective in Pretoria, Ma- 
melodi and  Dennilton 
near KwaNdebele. 

A spokesman for - the 
Vaal Transport Corpora- 
tion, which operates in 
Vereeniging, Vanderbijl- 
park and Sasolburg, said 
passenger volumes on its 
morning services were 
“considerably below nor- 
mal”. 

A spokesman  said 

morning services oper- 
ated “without major dis- 
ruptions”. Certain carly 
services were late as taxis 
were not operating and 
many drivers could not 
get to work on time. 
However, staff  buses 
were sent out and by 
6.30 am all services were 
operating on schedule. 
““The transport figures 
cannot be seen as totally 
representative of the stay- 
way as many workers 
walked to their jobs to 
avoid possible harassment 
on the trains and buses. 
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THE ANC yester 
appeared to have made 
an attempt to disrupt 
rail traffic between So- 
weto and Johannesburg 
by placing limpet mines 
on the lines near Dube 
Station in what is seen 
as a protest-related inci- 
dent. 

One of the mines ex- 
ploded and cau i 
mal damage and a sec- 
ond was found and det- 
onated by police expl 
ives experts. The inci- 
dent was the fourth 
bombing involving lim- 
pet mines in the PWV 
area since Friday. 

On Friday, in‘d major 
terrorist” incidents*four 
people were killed by a 
limpet mine explosion 
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i Roodepoort; later a 
limpet mine explosion 
severely damaged an in- 
dustrial  premises at 
Langlaagte and another 
caused slight damage at 
the Johannesburg head- 
quarters of the South 
African Irish Regiment. 

In the only other se- 
rious incident yester- 
day, in what also ap- 
peared to be a strike-re- 
lated incident, five 
people were injured in a 
petrol bomb attack on a 
bus near Empangeni. 

The condition of the 
five injured persons was 
not known late yester-- 
“day. =3 

Earlier in the day —in 
what is believed to have 
been a mistaken refer- 

ecte. 

ence o the same i 
dent — Chief Mangosu- 
thu  Buthelezi, Chief 
Minister of KwaZulu, 
said four people had | 
been killed in a hand- 
grenade attack on a bus, 
and condemned “this | 
kind of intimidation™ to 
force people to accept 
the will of others. 

A Pretoriaspokes- 
man for the Director of 
Public Relations said 
the Dube plot blast 
caused only slight dam- 
age to the railway track. 
The trains had appar- 
ently not been dis- 
ripted. 

. The blast is being in- 
vestigated by the Maro- 
ka police station in So- 
weto. S 
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Others stayed over- 
night close to their places 
of employment. 
Many workers in Sowe- 

to stayed away from work 
yesterday and all schools 
in the township appeared 
closed. 

Taxi ranks, bus termin- 
uses and railway stations 
were deserted in most 
sections and trains ran al- 
most empty to Johannes- 
burg. 

SA Transport Services 
reported that early occu- 
pancy rates on Reef trains 
were about 5 percent of 
normal at 5 am, the start 
of the peak period. 

Sats said train occupan- 
cy levels were on average 
between 50 and 60 per- 
cent countrywide. 

A Putco spokesman 
said the areas worst hit by 
the stayaway appeared to 
be Soweto, Durban and 
Alberton. 

The chairman of the 
SA  Consultative Com- 
miittee on Labour Affairs 
(Saccola), and Anglo 
American manpower 
chief, Mr Bobby Godsell,   

said |ast night he was en- 
couraged by the small in- 
cident of “violence on the 
ground™. 

“Apart from the ex- 
plosions, there appears to 
have been very few in- 
stances of violence on the 
ground, which is very en- 
couraging. These kind of 
actions always carry a 
threat of violence, even if 
no-one intends it,” Mr 
Godsell said. 

Last ditch efforts by 
Saccola to avert the pro- 
test failed after dis- 
cussions with Cosatu and 
the National Council of 

  

Trade Unions . (Nactu) 
last week. 

Mr  Godsell said it 
would be very difficult to 
find a winner after yester- 
day’s stayaway. It was sig- 
nificant, however, that 
the numbers of one of Co- 
satu’s major affiliates, the 
National Union of Mine- 
workers, did not join the 
stayaway in large num- 
bers. 3 

The process of negotia- 
tion on labour legislation 
would continue after the 
protest is scheduled to 
end on Wednesday, he 

said. 
  

  

The Association of 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (Assocom) 
confirmed the picture 
pointed by the transport 
figures. 

According to Assocom 
manpower secretary, Mr 
Vincent Brett, about 80 
percent of workers in Jo- 
hannesburg and the Reef 
did not report for work. 

He told The Citizen he 
had heard that “quite a 
number” of companies 
were preparing to take 
disciplinary steps against 
absentee workers. 

“Employers are getting 
to the stage where they 
are going to take stronger 
action,” he predicted. - 

In Cape Town the Min- 
ister of Manpower, Mr 
Pietie du Plessis, warned 
that any stayaway from 
work in the Cosatu pro- 
test in the next few days 
would amount to an il- 
“legal strike and he warned 
of the possibility of dis- 
missals. 

He deplored the fact 
that Cosatu had not ac- 
cepted an open invitation 
he had issued to interest- 
ed parties to discuss pro- 
posed changes to labour 
legislation with him. 

. His impression was that 
the protest was not only 
about the labour legis- 
lation but that political is- 
sues were also involved. 

Official comment on 
the stayaway was not 
available from the police 
yesterday. 

Senior police officers 
wryly confessed: “We are 
barred by our own law 
from saying anything 
about it. . . 7 - 

A spokesman for the 
Police Public Relations 
Directorate in Pretoria 
told The Citizen: “To 
comment would be to 
contravene the emergen- 
cy regulations.” 

The office of the Minis- 
ter.of Law and Order, Mr 
Adriaan Vlok, also de- 
clined to comment. 

A Cosatu spokesman 
said yesterday some three 
million people had regis- 
tered their protest against 
the Labour Relations 
Amendment Bill by join- 
ing the stayaway. 

“Although we haven’t 
called for that form of 
protest (stayaways), the 

  

  

  

fact that so many people. 
a 

    

have stayed 
powerful signal. 

“Government and em- 
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ly on Ran 
ployers need to give heed 
and  negotiate (on the 
Bill). The protest has 
shown that a lot of strong. 
feelings exist in the com- 
munity.” 

Attendance at many 
schools in the PWV and 
other urban areas had 
been affected by the 
stayaway “apparently 
connected to reaction to 
proposed labour  legis- 
lation,” the Director- 
General of the Depart- 
ment of Education and 
Training, Dr A B Fourie, 
said. 

In a statement, Dr Fou- 
rie said: “While there 
have been no reports of 
incidents at schools, there 
have been reports of in- 
timidation, and those 
wishing to enter schodls 
have been afraid to do so. 
Disruption of transport 

services has exacerbated 
the situation.” 

Absentee figures 

among Sats employees 

varied between 48 per- 

cent in the Southern 

Transvaal region and 12 

percent in the Northern 
Transvaal. ¢ 

Harbours in  Cape 
Town and Durban, which 
are administered by Sats, 
were particularly hard hit. 
In Cape Town 25 percent 
of harbour  workers 
stayed away and in Dur- 
ban'50 percent. 

Only about 9 000 mine- 
workers, out of a total 
workforce of 550 000. 
participated in yester-    

    

day’s stayaway action, a 383 

spokesman  for  the 
Chamber of Mines, said 

yesterday. 2 
“With the exception of 

one mine on the East 
Rand {Grootvlei) which 
was only partially af- 
fected, the Chamber’s 
member gold mines — 
where most of our em- 
ployees are concentrated 
— reported normal at- 
tendance,” the spokes- - 

  

Only six of the 
Chamber’s more than 50 
coal mining members re- 
ported stayaways. One 
antimonyn  mine  and 
three diamond mines. 

  
  

 



   

    

"HE limpet mine explosion eutside a bank,j 
Roodepoort which killed four people — a 
White woman and three Blacks — is confir- 
mation that the African National Congress is 
a terrorist organisation, not an insurgent or 

 guerrilla force as some Left-wing newspapers 
would have us believe. Slr 

For who but terrorists would plant a limpet 
mine in a dustbin outside a bank and time, it 
to go off at the lunch hour? 

Having said that — and taking into account 
other ANC terrorist attacks on civilians —we 
wonder how apologists for the ANC can con- 
tinue to defend that organisation? 

No, they say, the ANC may be out of touch 
with some of its members, who are acting 
independently of it. 

As if the ANC does not have control over its 
terrorists — a laughable proposition, consid- 
ering the ANC is highly organised and its 
attacks are not made by chance. 

It is also suggested that the bombers are ill- 
trained and inexperienced and did not intend 
to set off their blasts when so many people 
were around, but that the explosives went off 
before the time they were due to explode. 

Another argument is that the ANC is not 
mounting attacks on civilians, but the civi- 
lians just happen to get caught in the cross- 
fire, which is what the ANC itself claims. 

The truth is that the ANC has announced it is 
- extending its attacks to include civilians. 
Therefore, it was not by chance that the vic- 
tims of the Roodepoort blast were civilians. 

The aim of the ANC is not to overthrow-the 
government by violence — that would be im- 
possible. It is to cause panic among civilians 
and to demonstrate to township Blacks that 
the ANC is still in business. 

However, the ANC itself is in a dilemma, 
since it is trying to convince overseas govern- 
ments that it is a legitimate liberation force 
that is fighting an acceptable war against a 
repressive, racialistic government that uses 
force to maintain itself in power. 

To plant bombs among civilians detracts froi 
the image the ANC fosters of itself. 

This explains why there are divisions within 
ANC ranks on what is the best policy to pur- | 
sue. : 

The government has asked the' ANC to re- 
‘nounce violence as a precondition for the" 

- ANC joining talks on a new dispensation in- 
volving Blacks. s 

- The ANC refuses to abandon violence, since it 
~ does not wish to negotiate except on the basis 

~ of a handover of power to the masses. 
In oth ds, the ANC does not want a com- 

~ promise solution but an abdication by the 
Whites of their power, with the substitution 

- of ANC Marxist rule for the present dispen- 
. sation. 

         

  

      

  

        

    
    

                    
    

        
                                    
            
        
    
            
        
        
       

       

  

       

        

    
    
       

    

          

    
       

Mr Wynand “lalan, the leader of the National 
‘Democratic Movement, excuses his talks 
With the ANC by saying that he is trying to 

t the ANC to abandon violence. 
Fat hope. 
What Mr Malan is actually doing is giving the 
ANC credibility so that it can tell the world 
that.Afrikaner liberals recognise it as an es- 
sential part of any solution, so if these Afri- 
Kaners trek to Dakar, Harare and Frankfurt 
to talk to it, why shouldn’t the rest of the 
world recognise the ANC, too? 

Sa'uyh Africans are angry when liberals, poli- 
ticians, academics or businessmen talk chum- 
mily to the ANC while its bombs kill and 
maim people. 

Britain does not talk to the Irish Republican 
Army; Israel has a law against contacts be- 
tween Israelis and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. The seven industrialised na- 
tions, including the United States, Britain. 
West Germany and Japan, have specifically 
ruled out negotiations with terrorist organi- 
sations. . We have a plethora of laws that curb radical 
organisations and emergency regulations that 
cur‘?{the Press, so any more restrictions 
would seem out of place. 

But'we believe that if people won't listen to 
the government’s urgings that talks should 
not be held with the ANC while it engages | 
terrorism, then the government, like 
should in{” roduce a law to see 
not happefi== — 
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HOUSE OF 'REP- 
RESENTATIVES. — 
The Government should 
unban the political wing 
of the African National 
Congress and existing 
anti-Communist  legis- 
lation would mean that 
only the non-Communist 
ANC leaders could  re- 
turn, Mr Desmond Lock- 
ey (LP Nom) said. 

Speaking in the Budget 
Debate of Constitutional 
Devclopment, he  said 
neither side wanted to 
lose face and each had im- 
posed on the other con- 

- ditions for negotiation. 
A dangerous situation 

I° 

gul 

ANCy 
wing’ 

had developed where 
there were various union, 
church and groups but no 
single legitimate mouth- 
piece for Black political 
demands. 

Mr  Cecil  Kippen 
(UDF, Durban Suburbs) 
said the government had 
negotiated with the In- 
dians.  the  so-called 
Coloured people and,cer- 
tain selected Blacks, but 
chaos and mayhem con- 
tinued. 

The government should 
learn to swallow its pride 
and talk publicity with the 
ANC; 

ANC  attacks ~ would 
continue as long as there 
were no talks. Instead, 
the Minister of Constitu- 
tional Development, Mr 
Chris Heunis, was fid- 
dling with power-grab- 
bing schemes while the 
country burned. 

Input from the ANC on 
the National Council Bill 
would be ideal at this 
stage but without it. 
credibility wonld be still- 

. bom. 
Mr Heunis rephed that 

the ANC was only rel- 
evant because of the hav- 
oc and. violence it 
wreaked. 

“It is not interested in 
the democracy we think 
about,™ he said. 
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not justified ™ 
1 NOTE from Press re- 
ports that Mr Wynand 
Malan and his Frankfurt 
fellow-trayelers have 
beensearching desperate- 
ly to find some justifica-- 
tion, no matter how trans- 
parently misleading, for 
their  téte-a-téte  with 
ANC terrorists. Some re- 
sponse to critical public 
opinion became urgently 
necessary when their cosy 
get-together  coincided 
with another series of 
ANC-inspired bomb out- 
rages in South Africa, in- 
juring more innocent civi- 
lians. 

Mr Malan's fertile mind 
chooses to equate his 
group’s meeting with the 
ANC and the government 
participation in the An- 
golan peace talks, which 
at one session, included a . 
Cuban delegation. This is 
a spurious comparison, as 
these are by no means 
parallel situations. The 
Marxist MPLA regime 
and its Cuban proxy allies 
provide a shield for the 
training and movement of 
— 

ANC and Swapo terror 
gangs. Our troops are in 
Angola to prevent a Mar- 
xist takeover of the whole 
country, invelving the 
elimination .of Unita, 
which would give the 
ANC and Swapo forward 
launching pads  from 
which to mount further - 
and greater terrorist viol - 
ence on South Africa and 
SWA. 

" On the other hand, the 
ANC has vowed to over- 
throw our established pol- 
itical order by foree and 
the method they 'have 
chosen is the instrument 
of terror, in which the vic- 
tims are innocent civilians 
of all races. 

“Meeting with Tambo, 
without any pre-condition 
that the ANC disavow 
terrorist _tactics, comes 
perilously close to send- 
ing the wrong kind of 
‘message on terrorism.” 

Mr Malan — please 
note. 
MENO 

  

. Pretoria 
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Crime Reporter 

SEVERAL stoning, arson and 
stabbing incidents in Durban 
and Pietermaritzburg town- 
ships and limpet-mine and 
handgrenade blasts in Johan- 
nesburg and Pretoria town- 
ships are recorded in the 
latest police unrest report. 

At Imbali, Pietermaritz- 
burg, a group of blacks stoned 
a home, They also stabbed 
and wounded one of the occu- 
pants, a 20-year-old black 
man. 

A black bus driver was 
slightly injured in one of sev- 
eral incidents in which buses 
were stoned at Clermont, 
Pinetown. 

At Kwa Mashu, Durban, a 
policeman was slightly in- 
jured when a police patrol 
was stoned by a group of 
blacks. Tear-gas was used to 
disperse the mob. 

Also at Kwa Mashu, a bus 
was extensively damaged 
when it was set alight. 

At Inanda, Durban, a pri- 
vate vehicle was badly 
damaged when it was set 
alight. 
The report said an explo- 

sion damaged the railway 
line near Dube station, 
Soweto, soon after mldnlgh! 
on Sunday No one was 
injured. S   

  

  

92? 
¥ line 

The damage was repaired 
and a second limpet mine was 
discovered on the track near 
the station soon afterwards. 

The mine was detonated by 
explosives experts under 
‘controlled conditions'. 

An explosion in a railway 
coach at Saulsville, Pretoria, 
on Sunday damaged the 
coach, adjoining coaches and 
the lights on the station 
platform.   
Also on Sunday, an un- 

known type of handgrenade 
thrown at a private house at 
Mamelodi, Pretoria, caused 
some damage to property but 
no injuries were reported. 

" At Rosedale, Uitenhage, po- 
lice arrested two black men 
after a vehicle was set alight. 

Mercury Correspondent 

| THE looming clash of inter- 
ests between two Government 
ministers over the need to of- 
ficially promote the October 
elections in the ‘alternative 
lllegla :als delslcl“:bed as ‘ab- 
surd’ and ‘laughable’ by oj 
sition parties yesterday. g 

The potential clash was 
highlighted in the confiden- 
tial, Government-commis- 
sioned report by the McCann 
‘advertising agency which rec- 
ommends that newspapers 
like the Weekly Mail and New 
Nation may be needed to 
counter propaganda against 
the local-authority elections. 

The Minister of Home Af- 
fairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, has al- 
ready temporarily closed 
New Nation and warned the 
Weekly Mail because he feels 
they are fanning the revolu- 
tionary climate! 

However, the Minister of In- 
formation, Dr Stoffel van der 
Merwe, may need to place ad- vertisements in these very publications in an attempt to 
rally voters to the polls. 

Reacting to the latest Catch 
22 situation in which the Gov- 
ernment has landed, Conse 

  

MNL. 
vative P"ty lelder Dr 
Andries Treurnicht, said: 

‘The Government’s obses- 
sion with advertisements 
will, at the acceptance of the 
McCann recommendations, 
lead to the laughable situa- 
tion in which one Cabinet 
member will place party-po- 
litical advertisements in 
newspapers that his Cabinet 
colleague will prohibit. 

‘This is a rare example of 
joint Cabinet responsibility,” 
D;Eyrmcht id, 

‘l?odnmo sflo‘l{Q 
man Peter Soal sai    

    

surd situation has arisen in 
which “slim” Stoffel has got 
to advertise in newspapers 
that “stifle” Stoffel wants to 
close down. | 
‘Because of the lack of | 

credibility of the Govern- 
ment-controlled media, the 
Government has been forced 
into a situation in which the 
left hand does not know what 
the right hand is doing.’ 

Drvan der Merwe is expect- 
ed to spell out the Govern-| 
ment’s n%r r!fi 
adver fica paign in the 
next few days.   

  
 



  

  

JOHANNESBURG—Thousan- 
ds of black residents stayed 
away from work in various 

parts of the country yester- 

day, the first of three days 

marked for ‘national protest’ 

by trade unions and anti- 
apartheid groups. 
‘Among the few violent inci- 

dents reported were an ex- 
plosion which damaged the 

railway line at Dube, Soweto, 

a train coach being burned at 
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Kwesine Station near 
Germiston, and the petrol 
bombing of the Umgababa 
Station on the Natal South 
Coast. 

The mining industry report- 
ed minimal absenteeism. The 
Chamber of Mines said 9000 

of its 550000 workers stayed 
away. 
Union sources said the ab- 

sence of action at the mines 

could lead to recriminations 

Zulu MLAs sent 

home after bombing 
African Affairs 
Correspondent 

ULUNDI—KwaZulu’s 140 
Members of the Legislative 
Assembly were sent back to 
their respective constituen- 
cies yesterday after a bus car- 
rying commuters to work in 
the Empangeni area was pet- 
rol-bombed. 
Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 

the Chief Minister, adjourned 
the KwaZulu Legislative As- 
sembly and members were 
dispaiched to their areas 
_after a caucus meeting to dis- 
cuss tactics to be employed in 
the light of the stay-away. 

Dr Buthelezi said the attack 
— which occurred between 
Mtshane Reserve and 
Empangeni and in which five 
people were injured — made 
it quite clear that intimida- 
tion was the main method 
used by people trying to pre- 
vent workers from reaching 
their places of employment. 

In the light of the violence 
and intimidation being used 

  to implement the stay-away in 

some of the members’ con- 

stituencies, their presence as 

leaders of the community was 

required. 

He adjourned the KLA un- 

til next Monday. 

During the stay-way called 
last year, Dr Buthelezi_also 

sent MPs back to their 
consituencies. 

Dr Buthelezi said the stay- 

away had no significance for 
KwaZulu except for the 
threat of loss of employment 
and lives inherent in it. 

‘It appears to me that peo- 

ple might very soon say they 

prefer the devil they know — 
the apartheid regime — to a 

regime run by people who use 
these methods,’ he said. 

“If the pattern is going to be 

that which has been set — 

that a few people with guns, 

bombs and grenades are go- 
ing to force their will on the 

rest of the population — then 

God help this country.” 

away.. 

ands 
AY 

lack 
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within Cosatu. 
The National Union of 

Mineworkers had been one of 

the strongest proponents of 
the protest plan, against the 
opposition of some affiliates 
which argued for a more cau- 
tious approach. 

‘A Putco spokesman said the 
areas with the lowest passen- 
er demand in the Transvaal 
were Soweto (90% stayed 
laway), Springs (90%) and: 
[Edenvale (99%). 

On the East Rand 90% of 

commuters stayed away, 95% 
in Durban and 30% in Pretor- 
ia. 
Many workers in Soweto 

stayed away from work and 

all’ schools in the township 
appeared closed. 

‘Taxi ranks, bus terminuses 
and railway stations were de- 
serted in most sections and 

trafns ran almost empty to 
Johannesburg. 

SATS reported that early 
occupancy rates on Reef 
trains were about 5% of nor- 
mal at 5am, the start of the 

peak period, and countrywide 
train occupancy levels were 
errage between 50% and 

  

A Putco spokesman said the 
areas worst hit by the stay- 

away appeared to be Soweto, 
Durban and Alberton. 

Affected 
The South African Federat- | 

ed Chamber of Industries 
Says the Johannesburg and \_ 
East Rand areas have been 
hardest hit. 

A spokesman for the Asso- 

ciation of Chambers of Com- 
merce (Assocom) said the 
Cape had been hardly 
affected. 

He said the Reef had been 
the hardest hit with more 

than 80% of workers not arriv- 
ing for work. 
The major chain store 

Checkers reported that large 
numbers of its staff did not 
arrive for work. A spokesman 
for the group fold Sapa that 
more than did not arrive 

  
" in Natal although the figure 

ranged from a zero turnout in 

some of the township 
branches to 100% in Aman- 
Zimboti. S 

The figure for the OFS as a 
whole was about 50%, but the 

group reported that in rural 
areas all staff came to work. 
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leren lgere tortured 

LONDON— BBC telev:smn 
documentary to be screened 
tomorrow claims that hun- 
dreds of South African chil- 
dren, some as young as nine, 
have been tortured by securi- 
ty police and detained for 

- months without charge. 
The programme, Suffer the 

Children, shown in advance 
-to journalists, alleges that 
[ more than 10000 youngsters 
have been arrested and de- 

| tained since the Government 
| imposed a state of emergency 
in June, 1986. No official re- 

[ action to the allegations it 
| made was sought, the film’s 
|- makers said. 

The South African Embassy 
 said the BBC was considering 
a request for diplomats to be 
shown the film before it was 
transmitted. 

Last week South African 
. Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok denied any 
children under the age of 16 
were still being held or that 
youngsters were ill-treated 
while in detention. 
Responding to a publicity 

statement by the BBC about 

the documentary, Mr Vlok 
was quoted as saying the alle- 
ations were ‘vague and 
faceless’ and had been made 
for propaganda. 

A Ministry of Law and Or- 
der spokesman, Brig Leon 
Mellet, said last night it was a 
pity that the BBC, which had 
representation in South 
Africa, planned to screen a 
‘one-sided, biased, distorted 
film obviously designed to 
vilify South Africa’ without 
giving the South African Gov- 
ernment a chance to see the 
film, let alone react to the al- 
legations in it. 

Investigate 
If the film were screened, 

the South African Police 
would investigate every alle- 

tion made in it, ‘no matter 
ow long it takes us’. 
If, as we expect, the allega- 

tions are untrue, exaggerated 
or slanted and we prove it, we 
will expect the BEC to afford 
as much time to the truth in 
the same time slot they allo- 
cate to this film.” 

No South African Govern- 

ment official had been able to 
see the film, which had been 
shown to the media. % 
From what the SAP had 

been able to glean from me- 
dia reports, ‘we can only 
judge that it's made up of a 
pack of lies’, Brig Mellet said. 

‘One of the two people al- 
legedly quoted in the film has 
already been questioned by 
the SAP and he refused to 
admit or deny that he made 
the statement reportedly at- 
tributed to him in the film. 

“In the true spirit of jour- 
nalism, the BBC should have 
given the South African Gov- 
ernment an opportunity to 
test the allegations against 
fact and at the least to re- 
spond to it. 

‘At this point all (official) 
efforts to see the film before 
publication have been unsuc® 
cessful,’ Brig Mellet said. — 
(Sapa) 

. @ See Editorial Opinion     
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“quite 
'XERTING its jurisdiction over the 
Anti-apartheid Act Amendments of 
1988 (to give the Sanctions Bill its 

proper title), the House Banking Com- 
mittee last week effectively voted to kill 
the thing. i 

This is an intriguing, if ultimately 
meaningless, development. o 

By a narrow 27-24 margin, the Commit- 
tee adopted a provision, ealier rejected 
by the Foreign Affairs Committee, that 
would ban SA products however circu- 
itously they reached American shores. 
Which means, for example, that a bar 

of British-made Cadbury’s fruit and nut 
would be subject to the embargo if it 
contained SA sugar. : 

Since molecules do not come with lit- 
tle Vierkleurs, nor, if they did, would t}xe 
customs service easily afford the equip- 
ment to see them, the idea is patently 
absurd. 
And while the yawning voids of many 

congressmen’s minds compare not un- 
favourably with the Grand Canyon, it is 
impossible to believe that every last 
man of the 27 who voted for the measure 
was unaware of the absurdity. 
The measure’s sponsor, Congressman 

Bill McCollum, a Florida Republican, 
[~ wished to smother the Bill with ‘pseudo- 

kindness’, as one dissenter put it. 
One must assume that most of those 

who voted with him, including at least 10 
Democrats, were similarly inclined. 

This has not been the only attempt to 
choke Congressman Howard Wolpe et al 
on their internal contradictions. 
Congresswoman Olympia Snowe, Re- 

publican of Maine, has borrowed their 
line that to be really effective, sanctions 
must be applied globally. fes 

Her proposal is to condition imple- 
mentation of the Bill on all America’s 
trading partners adopting the same pol- 
icy. 

Unsporting 
Consistency is considered unsport- 

manslike conduct by the sanctioneers 
who would rather have what, by thgu- 
own implicit admission, is an ineffective 
policy, than wait around for the West 
Germans, the British and the Japanese 
to follow their lead. 

Ms Snowe will keep trying anyway and 
there is a chance that her inspiration 
may yet prevail in one of the three com- 
mittees still waiting to take a look at the 
Bill. 
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Not that it will make the slightest dif- 

ference. 
Assuming that it even gets there, the 

McCollum and Snowe language will die 
on the floor of the House and is not, alas, 
an omen of sanity to come. 

It merely illuminates the dark but ir- 
relevant secret that most congressmen, 
given their druthers, would like the leg- 
islation to go away. 
They have allowed themselves to be 

dragooned because the fate of SA is 
nothing beside their own political 
health. And as Tip O’Neil, the venerable 
  

former Speaker of the House, liked to 
say, ‘all politics is local’. 

Spare, then, a moment’s pity for Mi- 
chael Dukakis, the Democratic presiden- 
tial candidate and at this point, one 
would have to say, Ronald Reagan’s like- 
lier successor. 

As a reflection of his views, his latest 
position paper on SA is a meretricious 
lie. But he has no choice. 

His new paper was prompted by a doc- 
ument entitled US Foreign Policy and 
the Black World: Proposals for a new re- 
lationship which purports to represent 
the views of an impressive array of black 
leadership groups: the Congressional 
Black Caucus, the Martin Luther King 
Centre for Non-violent Change, the 
National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Coloured People, the National 
Urban League, the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference and, of course, 
Transafrica. 

Jesse Jackson 
IS CREW, for which read the Rev 

Jesse Jackson, stands between Du- 
kakis and a serene nominating con- 

vention like a slightly deranged 
rotweiler. 
Dukakis, as the Democratic candidate, 

may technically be the creature]s owner 
and best hope, but it is perfectly capable 
of ripping him up anyway if he does not 
feed it exactly what it wants. 

And what it wants is a promise that it 
will be given Africa — the southern tip 
for lunch and the rest as a private play- 
pen. 

I mean the latter quite literally, for 
the document demands that a substan- 
tial slice of the $3 billion the authors 
wish henceforth to transfer to the conti- 
nent each year be channelled through 
contractors selected solely on the basis 
of race. 

‘It is well past time for the US to treat 
Africa equitably in the provision of de- 
velopment assistance. A key step in re- 
versing (the) discriminatory pattern 
would be to require American minority 
participation in all aspects of American 
development assistance programmes. 

‘Minority Americans have much to 
contribute to the establishment and de- 
velopment of these programmes. Their 
common history and experiences would 
bring increased sensitivity to the plan- 
ning and implementation of these pro- 
grammes.’ 

On this demand, at least, Dukakis is si- 
lent. But he more than makes up for it on 
South Africa. 

You want Pretoria declared a terrorist 
  

state? Fine. I favour the same sanctions 
against SA that are already in place 
against North Korea, Iran and Libya. 
You.want the Security Council to do 
Chapter 7? ‘My administration will lead 
the fight. 
Now, on the whole, you have to believe 

that Dukakis is an honourable man. Fur- thermore, I am quite convinced that he does not mean a word of this. 
1t is even said that he has a lot of sym- pathy for the views of Helen Suzman | 

whom he and his wife, Kitty, have known | 
for some while. 

Dishonest - 

  

Such dishonesty, sadly, will have con- 
sequences for his ability to conduct a co- 
heren_t policy in the event he is elected, 
He s after all a serious politician run- 

ning for .a very serious political office 
anq fon:elgn governments are under no obligation to do him the favour of seeing | through his words in the absence of any hard, countervailing evidence. by 
I he says, as he does, that he will ‘im- 

mediately’ delink Namibian indepen- dence from Cuban troop withdrawal, re- - cognise Angola and withdraw US sup- 

6/   
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is not met, 

If Pretoria has reason to fear that yp. Precedented sanctions wi]] be imposed Whether or not jf srants Namibja inde- Pbendence, there appears — merely from looking at the map — to e png good Teason why it shoy]q leave the territory, Likewise,‘ifAngola 
thinks it has 5 real chance of Winning American recognition and the cessation of US arms supplies to Unita next year for free, Why should 

is wrecking Whatever chances there are of an Angolan settlement thig year. 

el 

views it ag fundamenta] to peace? No. Like Congress’ silent Mmajority, he dare not, 
: L3   

  
 



  
  

Sanetions .. 
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Junc 

no mandate’ . 
Witness Reporter -?< 

CHURCH leaders who called foran 

tions against South Africa and sup- 

ported stayaway calls from trade 

unions did so without a mandate from 

black people, the chief minister of 

KwaZulu, Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 

has said. 
In welcoming church leaders to the 

conference of the Zululand Council of 

Churches at the weekend, Chief Buthe- 
lezi said that at a mass rally held at 

Glebelands Stadium in Durban re- 

cently more than 70000 peopie “roa- 

red” their approval for his opposition 

to sanctions. 
“Are church leaders calling for dis- 

investment acting for the masses? Until 

such time as church leaders have the 

masses roaring approval for what they 
are saying they should be far more 

humble in presenting themselves as 
spokesmen for the people,” Chief Bu- 
thelezi said. 

He appealed to church leaders to 

work first with congregations and pa- 
rishes and the “real people support” at 
synods to produce a united voice of 

Christian concern. 

“When I speak out against sanctions 

as something black South Africans 

endorse 1 do so on behalf of millions of 

black South Africans. 

“Where has any church leader ever 

had a mass meeting of 70000 black 

South Africans who roar approval for 

sanctions?” he asked. 
  

  

   



  

  

  

High absenteeism rates reported 

Protest 
action ‘ 
disrupts 
workforce 

Witness Reporter Germiston, and the petrol bombing of Um- 

  

gababa Station on the Natal South Coast, as well as of a bus on the North Coast, which resulted in five people being injured. % A second limpet mine was found on a sec- tion of the railway track by police investi- gating the blast at 12,15 am, at Dube. » In Saulsville, Pretoria, a number of rail- Wway coaches were damaged by an explosion and a house was attacked with a hand gre- ‘nade din Mamelodi. No injuries were re- 

  THE nationwide DPeaceful protest called for by two of the country’s largest black trade union federations caused major disrup- tions in the black workforce yesterday, with Some areas reporting a 90% absenteeism rate. 5 
The Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) and the National Council gg Trade Unions (Nactu) called for three of pr%tps't .‘B‘“fi“ t<l’1e hb;;u; l;e;: 2 Amendment Bill, and against the N . 7 ing and restrictions of 18 organisations ‘:n“flg N“:’.’} Wfi‘neg “‘."“ mfi:rimed. of a and a number of leading activists, "'.t:g o e e{'. of unrest in Pieter- Statistics provided by large :rnhtz ar;)d b;lls ;'ilx:rhlth e::‘ ut police were unable to con- fi%?;;ao%g:!dzgoxdt::fil “tf) :;‘:ik ls"es’:ler: The Pietermaritzburg Chamber of Indus- day, according to the independent Labour ~tries and the Development Research Stu- 

Mofiitoring Group. The figure did not in- dies Group at the University ofNatgl were clude thousands of people who normally :l‘_’;l"es‘:‘g:g‘:ggg':geth‘;’é'ig“ to which the use private minibus taxis to commute from About 70% of the Post Office’s black :g:::r;};ips to industrial and commercial woxikforcekth'rigughout 'hfhifi“'iw t\:med i y - up for work. The areas with the lowest pas- 
pott et:wl{::::gr::umggt‘?::Egccem:;r:rc?:l senger demand in the Transvaal were So. and industrial firms said the protest ap- w"}m Sao% absent), Springs (30%) and Eden- Peared to be peaceful, . va:gx%) ke id that 90% of 

In Pietermaritzburg deliveries of milk, ters it tfism““t“'l hoE R bread and newspapers were not seriously 3'5‘!%1"’;" e edpro i on the East Rand, 
affected. 

n Durban and 30% in Pretoria, A In the Western Cape, protest action in 

ol L el:fgeedrg: Z;(‘;)lle;;tiolnncvl/%.i:l!? dr:l‘;:;r; t}ll: many industrial sectors was limited and in | 
railway line at Dube, Soweto; the g:mmg Cape Town, the city council described the | of a train coach at Kwesine station near Turn to page 3 
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u Zambia 

A LITTLE more than a year ago, 
Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda 
caused a stir in the international fi- 

_ nance community by abandoning an 
ecohomic austerity programme de- 
signed by the International Mone- 
tary Fund. Since then, Mr Kaunda’s 
own austerity plan has apparently 
fared better than most foreign fi- 
nance experts and many Zambians 
thought it would. 
The plan — which limits payment - 

of debt servicing to 10 percent of ex- 
port earnings, gives some business 
sectors priority access to foreign ex- 
change, and has spurred efforts to di- 
versify the economy away from cop- 
per and into agriculture and mining 
of precious stones — has not begun 
to solve Zambia’s serious financial 
woes. 

But, according to the government, 
it has brought growth to two key sec- 
tors of the economy — agriculture 
and manufacturing. And there have 
been no violent riots over shortages 
of basic goods such as those in the 
copper belt in late 1986 that led 
Kaunda to abandon the IMF plan — 
even though shortages continue. 

Since breaking with the IMF, Zam- 
bia has seen economic growth at an 
annual rate of approximately 2 per- 
cent, according to preliminary gov- 
ernment figures. “When Kaunda an- 
nounced the new programme,” says 
a market vendor, “we said to our- 

selves: ‘Here is an African leader 
who displays Africa’s will to do it 
alone’.” 

If the Zambia plan succeeds, says 
Western observers, there is fear 
among foreign lenders that other 
African nations — some of which are 
feeling adverse effects of IMF pro- 
grammes — will follow suit. “Zam- 
bia’s experiment is going to be a big 
shock to the IMF and others who are 
sceptical about our plan. It is quite 
remarkable that the country has 
been able to achieve some measure 
of growth without the IMF pro- 
gramme,” says Vernon Mwaanga, a 
former cabinet minister who is now a 
prominent businessman. 
Manufacturing and agriculture 

are said to have benefited greatly by 
having priority access to foreign ex- 
change earnings, which are now allo- 
cated by the Foreign Exchange Man- 
agement Committee (FEMAC). This 
committee took over from an IMF- 
designed weekly foreign exchange 
auction system. Together with a 
poorly managed economy and a dire 
shortage of foreign exchange, the 
auctions sent the value of the coun- 
try’s currency into a nose dive, lead- 
ing to shortages which sparked the 
riots. 

Still, not everyone agrees the eco- 
nomic programme has been success- 
ful. In the long-term, says a Western 
diplomat, “it looks like the country’s 

  

  
Kenneth Kaunda 

economy, under the new plan, is 
aeing driven to an intolerable situa- onLt 7 
The nation faces an annual infla- 

tion rate that runs over 50 percent 

Growth in two key sectors 
and a burdensome budget deficit. 
Annual population growth rate is 
among the world’s highest at 3 per- 
cent. And foreign exchange is 
scarce. 
Because this is an election year, it 

would be particularly troublesome 
for the Kaunda plan to fail. Although 
there is no active opposition to the 
President, who has ruled since inde- 
pendence in 1964, last year’s riots 
showed the situation can become 
volatile. 
Caleb Fundanga, a former eco- 

nomics lecturer at the University of 
Zambia who is now attached to the 
cabinet office in charge of the eco- 
nomy, wants more changes. “I think 
parastatals (state-run companies) 
are a sick industry and need rehabil- 
itation. .. we need to increase prices 
of maize and reduce subsidies. We 
have to spend money elsewhere and 
kill inflation pressures caused by 
the budget deficit. Our public sector 
also needs to be trimmed a lot,” says 
Mr Fundanga. 

Shortages of essential goods are 
rampant. Price controls on some bas- 
ics and subsidies on maize meal (the 
staple food) keep farmers’ prices low 
and give them little incentive to pro- 
duce more. The black market is 
everywhere, despite a shutdown 
early this year of about 187 busi- 
nesses suspected of black-market 
dealings. 

  

  

   



     



  

  

OPINION 
  

  

NATAL Witness 

o 3J~°c-'n;xze‘ 
charter 

r Denis Worrall has moved swiftly 
to ward off the possibility of fric- 

tion between his fledgling IP and the 
older, more established PFP over the 
forthcoming municipal elections. PFP. 
candidates endorsing the IP’s pri 
ciples, he says, will receive IP support 
in constituencies where the IP is not 
able to field candidates. Seeing that the 
IP’s principles are broad enough to en- 
compass any moderate party to the left 
of the National Party, PFP candidates 
should have no difficulty in meeting 
Worrall’s requirements. 

But what is to happen in constitu- 
encies where the IP and PFP both be- 
lieve they have a chance of winning? A 
split vote here will deliver seats on a 
platter to the right. What is really re- 
quired now is a shared strategy, an elec- 
toral alliance, not only between PFP 
and IP but among all anti-apartheid 
parties contesting the elections. 

In the white political arena, this 
would require drawing up a broad char- 
ter of anti-apartheid principles, behind 
which a range of candidates could 
assemble to oppose the NP’s plans for 
own affairs councils and the CP’s inten- 
tion of restoring white domination. It 
would also mean the PFP, IP and Wy- 
nand Malan’s NDM sitting down to- 
gether and agreeing on a division of 
constituencies. Left to their own de- 
vices — after the election setback of 
1987 — the three parties will have diffi- 
culty in mustering sufficient resources 
and voter enthusiasm to make their pre- 
sence felt in an election which political 
commentators agree may well deter- 
mine the future course of white politics. 

  

    

  

  

   
espite some aberrations, Zi 
babwe has been a model of racial 

reconciliation since the end of the war 
10 years ago. Whites and blacks have 
learned to live together, and there is 
relative peace between Shona and Nde- 
bele. The two main political parties * 
haye recently merged as part of a cam- 
paign for national unity. Although there 
are now fewer whites than before inde- 
pendence, many of those who remain 
have contributed significantly to the 
economy — as acknowledged occasion- 
ally by government ministers who ask 
them to stay in Zimbabwe. 

But reconciliation will not be en- 
hanced by Mr Robert Mugabe’s week- 
end outburst against whites, whom he 
accused of “British  arrogance”. 
Undoubtedly there are whites who have 
retained affluent lifestyles (just as 
many blacks have recently acquired 
them) and some whites may be arrogant 

. in their dealings with other Zimbab- 
weans. But arrogance is not determined 
by skin colour or by any other aspect of 
ancestry. 

In labelling the British — “they re- 
main British wherever they are"—y Mr 
Mugabe reduces the argument to the 
level of crude stereotype. It is no more 
accurate to say that the British are arro- 
gant than that black Africans are incap- 
able of running a country without Euro- 
pean help. And when Western financial 
assistance is discussed, Mr Mugabe’s 
contempt for British attitudes will not 
grevgnt him from asking his biggest 
ackér for more aid. 

  

   

 



  

  

HARARE — Cuba now has the means 
“to confront : ny South African adven- 
ture” in Angola and the balance of 
forces has been totally changed, ac- 
::ording to Cuba’s President Fidel Cas- 
ro. 
He was quoted by the SABC yester- 

day as confirming that Cuban forces 
had moved to within 50 km of the SWA/ 
Namibian border and that a new air 
base was being constructed near the 
border to bring aircraft closer to what 
he termed “the frontline”. 

South Africa wanted to negotiate be- 
cause it had encountered in Angola a   

;Cumm from bord 
force it had “never previously faced”, 
General Castro told delegates to a re- 
cent non-alighed conference in the 
Cuban capital of Havana. 

This emerged from a report the 
Cuban news agency Prensa Latina gave 
the Zimbabwean news agency Ziana 
yesterday. 

He was quoted as saying the Cuban 
troops were based at Menonge, 200 km 
from Cuito Cuanavale, at the time of 

_ “lastyear’s South African aggression”. 
The situation at the time was diffi- 

cult because there were insufficient 
Cuban troops in the area, he said. 

WS 

er an 
“That is why it was decided in mid- 

November, at the request of the 
Luanda government, to reinforce 
troopsinthe area.” 

The reinforcements included the 
dispatch of the best Cuban pilots for 
MiG-23 fighter aircraft “until aerial 
superiority over the enemy was 
reached, which was additional to 
already existing superior anti-aircraft 
defence”. 
“Then South Africa showed fear and 

began to refuse to fight,” General Cas- 
trosaid. 

On November 23 the first Cuban rein- 

forcement units left for Angola, arriv- 
ing in Cuito Cuanavale on December 5. 
General Castro said that while the 

Cubans were forced to fight in a field 
chosen by the South Africans, mea- 
sures were being taken to strike them 
inanother direction. 

“On January 13 South Africa 
launched an offensive against Cuito 
Cuanavale and on February 14 they at- 
tacked again with 150 armoured 
vehicles.” 

This attack was stopped by a small 
number of tanks, he said. 

On February 25, March 1 and March 

d able to beat SA, says Castro 
23, South African attacks were re- 
pelled, causing the SADF a “high num- 
ber of losses”. 

He said that six months after the 
fighting, the South Africans had not 
been able to capture Cuito Cuanavale. 

He said the South African govern- 
ment accepted the London four-party 
talks because it was “seriously wor- 
ried. They are wondering if we are 
going to advance, if we are going to take 
the dam on the Angolan border. No 
guarantees can be given, and they must 
form part of a negotiated solution”. — 
Sapa. 
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Facilities to be built in buffer zone near city 

Private black schools mooted 
[ Witness Reporter 

+ THE Anglican Diocese of Natal 
is planning to build private 
schools and recreational facili- 
tiés in the buffer zone separat- 
ing Edendale and Imbali from 
the Grange and Westgate resi- 
dential areas. 

In terms of an application by 
the diocese, tabled at yester- 
day’s planning and development 
committee meeting, the initial 
development will comprise a 
primary school for about 460 pu- 
pils and a boarding school for 
about 100 pupils. 

The completed project, which 
is to be launched as soon as pos- 
sible and will require about 20 
hectares ofland, includes a high 
school adjacent to the primary 
school and recreational facili- 
ties available to both schools. 

After consideration the plan- 
ning committee recommended 
to this month’s full council 
meeting that the application be 
approved in principle, where- 
after it would be examined in 
more detail. 

In a memorandum to the plan- 
ning committee, the estates 

manager, Mr Michael Hobbs, 
said the project had been fully 
investigated and “the proposals 
have merit”. 
According to information 

available to Mr Hobbs, a non- 
racial trust would be registered. 
The trust would hold title to the 
land and would raise and 
administer the funds that will 
be required. 

Mr Hobbs said the application 
was the result of a resolution by 
the 1984 Diocesan Synod, which 
read: “That this synod, being 
aware of the sorely felt need of 

Indumiso plans sporting facilities 
Witness Reporter 

PLANS by the Indumiso College of 
Education to build sports fields in 
the buffer zone below Sutherland 
Road in Imbali have been ap- 
proved in principle by the plan- 
ning and development committee. 

The committee made the recom- 
mendation yesterday after consi- 
dering an application by Indumiso 

for a substantial portion of land in 
the buffer zone. . 

The estates manager, Mr Mich- 
ael Hobbs, said the college had 
applied for enough land to deve- 
lop five soccer fields, five netball 
fields, eight tennis courts, one 
squash court and one large ablu- 
tion block. 

Mr Hobbs said the college also 

required  “maximum parking 
facilities for buses and cars”. 
Indumiso College has a student 

population of about 1200 — 600 
men and 600 women. 

Council will make a decision at 
its meeting on June 14. Should the 
committee recommendation be 
supported, the application would 
be examined in more detail. 

  

the black Anglican community 
for education, encourages the 
establishment of a Diocesan 
College at an appropriate place, 
in which priority for admission 
shall be given to blacks.” 

In support of its application, 
the diocese said the proposed 
site was close to Pietermaritz- 
burg and easily accessible to 
teachers of all races, and close 
to the University of Natal, which 
would enable the schools to 
make use of the resources of the 
Department of Education. 

Proposal for garage, 

flats not advised 
AN application to build a petrol 
filling station and flats at 473 
Longmarket Street should not be 
approved, a council standing com- 
mittee recommended yesterday. 

The planning committee voted 
unanimously against the proposed 
construction. — WR. 

  

  
 



  

  

Cosatu urges international probe 
into controversial SA labour Bill 

By Mike Siluma, 
Labour Reporter 

The Congress of SA Trade Unions (Cosatu) called 
yesterday for the suspension of the Labour Rela- 
tions Amendment Bill and the re-opening of ne- 
gotiations with employers to end the impasse 
over the proposed legislation. 

Cosatu general secretary Mr Jay Naidoo said 
Cosatu, which has already laid a complaint with 
the International Labour Organisation (ILO) re- 
garding the Bill, called on South African employ- 
ers to agree to an ILO investigation into whether 
or not aspects of the Bill were in conflict with 
internationally accepted guidelines. 

Mr Naidoo said that, contrary to employers’ 
statements, Cosatu had submitted 27 objections 
to the standing committee drafting the Bill. 
Three of these were fully and four partially ad- 
dressed and the rest rejected. 

“We have challenged employers to agree that 
the Bill be referred to the I[PD because they have 
said the Bill, if made law, would reform present 
labour legislation in line with international stan- 
dards set by the ILO. The Bill cannot be discus- 
sed piecemeal,” said Mr Naidoo. 

If the Bill were suspended, Cosatu was pre- 
pared to meet employers to discuss mutual con- 

cerns about current legislation. Joint representa- 
tions could then be made to the Government. 

He believed the ILO could hear evidence “very 
soon if people are committed to the process”. 

Mr Bobby Godsell, chairman of the SA Consul- 
tative Committee on Labour Affairs (Saccola), 
expressed willingness to re-start negotiations 
with the unions on the Bill, but said he believed 
that the ILO route was fraught with potential 
problems. 

The ILO was a tripartite body, including gov- 
ernments, employers and unions from each coun- 
try, he said. 

“For the process to have meaning, all three 
parties of a country’s delegation have to submit 
themselves to the process. It would be particu- 
larly complicated in South Africa because it is a 
very technical case whether we are members 
because the South African delegation left the ILO 
in 1964.” ¢ 

Employers would be willing to discuss Cosa- 
tu’s concerns provided Cosatu specified these in 
the same way as the National Council of Trade 
Unions, the other federation to call for protest 
action, had done. 

Mr Naidoo said conflict would result if em- 
ployers went ahead with dismissals or disciplin- 
ary action following this week's protests. 
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B No work — no money, 

say Natal’s industry chiefs 

Tee Dy REWS Tune 1, 1A 

Protes 
for pay 

Daily News Reporters 

WORKERS joining the three- 

day stayaway protest will lose 

millions of rands in wages — 

Natal industry and commerce 

leaders today reaffirmed a “no 

work, no p:y” licy. 
Bread and milk supplies were 

hit again today as the stayaway 

continued, and black buses and 

schools were near-empty. 
Durban supermarkets were again 

hit by shortages, with management 

staff moving onto the floor. 
" The director of the Natal Chamber of 
Industries, Mr John Pohl said employ- 

stayed away in est at the Labour 

Relations Bill and the Government 
clamp on 17 organisations. 

With about 70 percent of the work- 

force absent in Natal yesterday, and 

the trend continuing today and maybe 

tomorrow, workers on weekly wages 

will get less than half pay this week. 

Chamber of Commerce chief Mr Ivan 

Dodd, said the same rule applied to his 

sector. 

Just 20 of Putco’s 380 buses were 
running today. 

A Sats spokesman, Mr Alan Lubbe, 
said commuter traffic was up on yes- 
terday, but below the normal loads. 

While some areas had milk deli- 
veries today, shop and cafe owners 
went to dairies to pick up supplies. 
Bread supplies were also disrupted. 

Durban’s municipal transport and 
electricity departments had 30 percent 
staff absent. 

While Natal’s white, Indian and col- 
oured schools have not been affected, 
black schools, campuses and technikons 
have been deserted, Natal emerged as   the hardest-hit province as the 

| 
of those who - |   

[} Néti, 

stayaways began easing 
|| in many parts of the 

Reef and the Western 
Cape today, with the 
number of commuters on 
trains and buses rising | 
slightly. 

More black commut- 
ers used the buses and 
trains there, but an ex- 
plosion on the railway 
track near Dube caused 
long delays. 

The number of com- 
muters in Pretoria town- 
ships appeared to have 
increased slightly today, 
and the protest action in 
the Western Cape was 
confined mainly to the 
food and engineering in- 

|| dustries. 

ynwide stayaway _ 

will cost absentees millions 

ters Iin 

sh 
A spokesman for the 

Federated Chamber of 
Industries said the huge 
Natal stayaway could be 
attributed to the virtual 
collapse of the public 
transport system and in- 
timidation 

“The protest in Natal 

has. got stronger while 

the stayaway has lost its 

impact over most of the 

rest of the country.” 
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Dukakis’s | 
[ 

refusal on SA | 
upsets Jesse « 

  

WASHINGTON: The Rev 
Jesse Jackson has de- 
clared his readiness to 
take on his opponent for 
the US presidency, Gov- 
ernor Michael Dukakis, 
over his refusal so far to 
label South Africa a “ter- 
rorist state”. 

Speaking on the cam- 
paign trail, he noted that 
Mr Dukakis had stopped 
short of calling South 
Africa a terrorist state. 
If he continued to do so, 
Mr Jackson said, he 
would take it to the floor 
of the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention in At- 
lanta, Georgia, next 
month. 

Mr Jackson's efforts to 
force Mr Dukakis on the 
South Africa issue came 
on the eve of an impor- 
tant day of primary elec- 
tions in the US today in 
which Mr Dukakis 

the Democratic nomina- 
tion for the White House. 

Mr Dukakis, who has 
already won 1814 dele- 
gates to the Atlanta con- 
vention, needs 2081 in 
terms of Democratic 
regulations to put the 
seal on his party’s nomi- 

[ ation. 
At stake today are pri- 

mary elections in Cali- 
fornia, New Mexico, 
Montana and New Jer- 
sey. Mr Dukakis is ex- 
pected to win all four, 
and the lion’s share of 
466 delegates, 

But Mr Jackson, whose 
hardline policy towards 
South Africa is only a 
shade tougher than that 
of Mr Dukakis, has 
pledged to pursue his 
campaign in spite of his 
clear second place (985 
delegates to date) in the 
race. 
Arguing that he de- 

serves consideration as 
Vice-President at least, 
political observers say 
he has in the last few 
days been actively man- 
oeuvring to maximise his 
clout in the Democratic 
Party during and after 
the national convention,   

and in coming years. 
Mr Jackson wants con- 

trol over Democratic 
policy on certain domes- 
tic US issues, and South 
Africa. Some analysts 
believe the Democrats 
will, in the internal party 
bargaining that has al- 
ready started as they 
compile their 1988 mani- 
festo, be prepared to 
allow him free rein in 
shaping policy on Afri- 
ca. 

Mr Dukakis, of Massa- 
chusetts, said last week 
—_— 

seemed poised to tie up | 

Daily News Foreign Service 

that South Africa had 
“engaged in terrorist 
acts”. His statement was 
softer, however, than Mr 
Jackson’s, which is 
aimed at including South 
Africa on a damaging 
short list of “terrorist 
states” such as Iran, 
Libya, Cuba and North 
Korea. 

“When the convention 
is called in Atlanta,” Mr 
Jackson said, “I want 
South Africa called by its 
proper definition. It is a 
terrorist state.” 

  

 



    

for infrastructure 

liam Harper 
African Affairs 
Correspondent 

ULUNDI—The KwaZulu Gov- 

ernment and_the Develop- 
‘ment Bank of Southern Africa 

(DBSA) have concluded an 

agreement providing Kwa- 

Zulu with R56 million for de- 

velopmental projects ranging 

from electrification to 
education. 

Of the 15 projects, seven 

bulk infrastructure projects 
— including the electrifica- 

tion of Mpumalanga Town- 

Ulundi ge       
   

TUNE 

ts R56 

ship near Hammarsdale and 

the construction of roads at 

Umlazi — will utilise 2 total 

of R26,3 million. 
| 

The upgrading of the sani- 

tation and water reticulation 

infrastructure at ‘Ekuyukeni, 

Umlazi, Ezakheni and Kwa- 

Makutha will take up a fur- 

ther R16,1 million. 

Construction work on the 

James Nxumalo Agricultural 

High School near Ulundi will 

receive R109 million while 

R2500000 borrowed by the | 

Mangosuthu Technikon at | 
Umlazi will be guaranteed by | 

~7 the KwaZulu Government 

NATA    
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tary training. . 
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L MECuRs Fane '7,"’Hé? '| 

Witch it, comrade: 

ZIMBABWE is to call up '€\ 

its deputy minister 

of state for political affairs an- 

nounces, for compulsory mili- 

only 
They certainly 

else, even Comrade Mugabe ac-  feed, ‘tlothe and pay this new 

knowledges. In the past five army. 

years only 35 000 jobs have been But there was & word of warn- 

created, but each year there are ing from the minister, who inci- 

200 000 school-leav
ers. 

d}t‘antally is a “’f‘s"’fi'geféefiglc’
 of&,; 

Even now, eight years after in-  the new recruits: don 

dependence, most of the 40 dissidents. 
L 

men who fought in his and Josh- Which is hardly surprising; @ 

ua Nkomo's forces are still 1ook- the last count there had been no 

ing for jobs, SO much so_tha Jess than 80 military cow s in 

more than a few have trekked black Africa since uhuru 

Africa’s gol 

  

| from the loan. 
The KwaZulu Department 

| of Agriculture and Forestry 
also received a grant of 
R27000 to be used by the A 
rican Co-operative Action 
Trust for a feasibility study 
into @ hydro-powered irrige- 
tion system for rual communi- 
ties with the aim of 
increasing agricultural 
production. 

    
embarrassment. 

And after his latest outburst 

against ‘arrogant whl.tes’, there’s 

hardly likely to be a inflow of in- 

yestment capital to boost Zim- 

babwe’s economy. 
3 

Naturally, in all the rhetoric 

about the new call-up there s 

Tot a word about who is going to 

up ‘every 

ht comment 

thing it can 

dawned! That’s something for 

Zimbabwe's 
Mr Mugabe to bear in mind. 
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lac 
'“&heered for 

service in Eura luring the First 
World War were olficully, denied 
medals and m i 

The same apj more than 
50 000 blacks wi ined the South 
African campaigns in the then Ger- 
‘man territories of South West Africa 
and East Africa as labour contin- 
gents. 

Black Second World War veterans 
like John Choeu, still struggling to 
get their pensions, at least qualified 
for war decorations. Choeu was 
awarded five service medals. 

Blacks from both world wars were 
only recognised as war veterans in 
1974 Up to 1987, no black had been 
paid a war veteran’s pensions for 
service in the 1914-18 war. And they 
were officially denied war medals. 

Nor are the names of the members 
of the South African Native Labour 
Contingent (SANLC) who died on ac- 
tive service during the First World 
War included on the National War 
Memorial, and they were excluded 

US j 
from%hrst World ar m m . i 
in South African cities and 

‘There is no memorial in SA; 
than in the officially “indeper 
Transkei and in Lesotho, fo 
more than 600 SANLC members 
lost their lives in the S 
Mendi after it was rammed by 
other vessel and sank in the icy w: 
ters of the English Channel. 

In 1986, the South African govern- 
ment gave its first formal recogni- 
tion dtehl;u'mser:‘:ce Sl brfont:e 

que depicting the sinking of the 
gd.endl was included among the mu- 
ral decorations at the new museum 
at Delville Wood in France. 

As military historian Norman 
Clothier has written in a recently- 
published book *: “In their own coun- 
try, they are iorgomn men.” 

In the book, Clothier points out 
that the black First World War vet- 
erans were not entitled to the mea- 

  

        
   

  

    
      

        

    

  

their white officers 
their black comra 

Commission 

inthnle 
‘Byamfig( Bnush go 

    

    

No meda for lac 

ifories  of 
BHSL?IIIwhnd. Bechmhndand Swa- - 
ziland. 

) dis- 

i 

3 _/,Legion, 

NI 

vglgratis; 
awarded this medal in silver w 

and in to non-whlte $0] 

ist- ummm was in power. 
s arwil representations for them 

to receive their medals were made, 
and in 1928 the British Emplre Ser- 
vice beagu, now the South African 

a resolution unani- 
ting that the "gwern- 

ment cannot see its way to issue 

7 

it 

edals to Natives who served in the 
Native Labour Corps”. . 

mmemu&umMeansol- 

diers who conquered German Soul South 
West Al!flr;ca in 1915 were 

a 

  

   
   
   

a black labour cont 
n; in 1916, some 10 

were recruited for service 
and eventually 20 m Serve 

a:;nwpe 
e SANLC were nally than 
y King George V, who said: 

Joyalty of my native_subj in” 
‘South Africa is fully shown by thejy 
helpful part you are taking In thls-‘ 
world-wide war.” 

‘The loyalty and service of the 
SANLC during the First World War 
was beyond questmn, yet they gotno 
medals and no memorials. 

* “Black Valour — the SA Nafib 
Labour Contingent 1916- 1918 a: 
the Sinking of the Mendi”.      
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War clouds 

in Angola 
OT long ago we observed that 
the SADF had, by forcing its 
way to Cuito Cuanavale, es- 
tablished a new bargaining 

position for South Africa. It enabled 
President Botha to offer withdraw- 
al from Angola — rather than with- 
drawal from Namibia — in return 
for withdrawal of the Cubans. This 
military-driven strategy, we also 
observed, carried very high risks if 
the Soviet Union and its surrogates 
decided to play the same game. 

Today, it would appear that those | 
fears were justified. The risks have 
become a reality. If we are to be- * 
lieve our own government — which 
it is not always easy to do — this 
country’s armed forces may stand 
at the brink of serious conflict. That 
would explain Nationalist reports 
of impending mobilisation of mili- 
tary reserves. 

Threadbare 

The situation is difficult to judge. 
Ever since the SADF turned out to 
be conniving with Louis Nel (behind 
the back of the Foreign Minister) to 
run its own foreign policy in 
Mozambique, the credibility of the 
officers’ corps has been pretty 
threadbare. This lack of credibility 
has been reinforced by the false 
denials of its activities in Angola in 
1975, by the substantial politicisa- 
tion of the army, and by the virtual 
exclusion of military correspon- 
dents from most theatres of activ- 
ity. To take the statements of the 
SADF at face value requires, at 
least, a reckless patriotism. 

That said, the consensus of 
foreign and local statements sug- 
gests that Cuban forces are gather- 
ing in strength on the Namibian 
border in a position to threaten the 
retreat of the South African forces 
at Cuito Cuanavale. It is a sobering 
thought that the Cubans now threat- 
en the pumping station at Calueque 
which, in 1975, became the pretext 
for South Africa’s invasion. 

~ . The South African forces at Cuito ‘Cuanavale would seem (if they are 
~where we are led to think they are) 
to be very exposed. As an Afrikaans 
::;sgaper has obfil;vhed, the disclo- 

L y our own mili authori- 
ties that hostile aircrat?irl};ave be:ln 
violating Namibian air space lends 
credence to foreign suggestions that 
our obsolescent air force has been 
driven from the skies in Angola. 

  

«+ There was a time when South Afri- 
aircraft ranged with impunity 

Angola, and no hostile air- 
dared to come south. That sit- 

wuation would appear, as the Nation- 
alist newspaper suggested, to have 
been reversed. 

This in turn lends credibility to 
the foreign reports that South Afri- 
can troops on the ground must now 

| operate without sufficient air cover, 
or only at night. In addition, it is 
suggested, the troops at Cuito Cuan- 
avale are bogged down in winter 
mud, unable rapidly to extricate 
their superb G-5 and G-6 artillery 
from the exposed position to which 
they advanced in order to give 
South African negotiators a bar- 
gaining advantage. 

  

  

To suggest, as our incredible 
leaders do, that the Cubans are 
mounting an operation against the 
Namibian border in defiance of the - 
Soviet Union is surely nonsense. It 
makes far more sense to suppose 
that, with the Americans and the 
Soviets in substantial agreement 
that the Angolan conflict should be 
brought to an end, the Americans 
have given the nod to the Soviets to 
put some real pressure on South 
Africa’s bargaining position. The 
message, surely, is that South 
Africa will not be permitted to “de- 
link” the independence of Namibia 
from the withdrawal of the Cuban 
forces, and that the withdrawal of 
South Africa from Namibia is as 
much a precondition of peace as the 
withdrawal of the Cubans from An- 
gola. The solution, in other words, 
requires implementation of UN res- 
olution 435 for the independence of 
Namibia. g 

African forces, leavi 
free oo, T 

n;?".bgo 
This line of reasoning is forced by the suggestion, sgpellmi out In some detail in foreign reports, that the Americans are creating an‘ alternative base for. Savimbi in Zaire, so that Unita will no longer4 dependent for survival on South e latter 

That South Africa could, if jt chose to do so, adminisf ister a whi X A v " ?mg r:) uie Ct_:b;re:s who have '?;g: ured so close is 
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THE mining industry was - ble exception to 
stayaway action that hit industrial centres of SA yes y on the first of three days of protest called by the country’s two largest 
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  e wi d  gional disparity in stayaway figures. 4 ;F;nes;r;ancged i i g%.in the 
es ape to 20% in Pretoria 

80% in Johannesburg. S 
FCr{e?okesman Gerrie Bezuidenhout 

om 5% to 1 

trade union federations, fl]!lwu hlgh absenteeism at members’ In a survey, the Labour Monitorin, paus n, Core beth where the Group, which comprises academics a% mrdlany"xuw hfimflm&‘?’fif Enghsh-language universities, 79% absenteeism rate in the fiv%";‘:e: ga':g'ohuge )lt :;q;’ l&wx in Pretoria than 
and 64% in Maritzburg, > ToEo" 

don area, and up to 60% in Maritzburg, Other reports put the absente o e i s 
Seifsa director Brian Angus said the stayaway in the metal industry was ex- 

*  Most employers said they we menting a golxny of no wari‘ neompa?g:ned' t&n:ive ;'&3,: PX: :‘mff in ox ;&sfipail;mvmch the LMG found sur- 2 PBEraH many cases worla:eets v'ln'm Vet “hagdlinef’ HB%htlof NUMErous reports  jostels reported for duty while s Ployer responses. living some distance from work were The LMG said statistics provided Sats and bus corporafiomptlhowv ed l;}t' :sast 19 Tgfion Ppeople did not travel to 

  

unable to obtain transport. 
He said a number of companies applied for interdicts to com employ- ees to attend work and ha deddedoza 
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However, tnere were reports of a small 
explosion at Dube station in Soweto 
after midnight, a burned-out railway 
coach at Katlehong and a fire that gut- 
ted the Umgababa railway station. 
body was injured. 

Putco and Sats spokesmen said pas- 
senger loads were running at up to 90% 
below normal on the Reef, and few mini- 
bus taxis were seen on the streets. 

Department of Education and Train- 
ing spokesman Peter Mundell said at- 
tendance at Soweto schools by students 
and teachers was close to nil. 

But the mining industry reported 
minimal absenteeism yesterday. The 
Chamber of Mines said 9000 of the 
550 000 workers employed by member 
mines stayed away. These included one 
goldmine — Gencor’s Grootvlei — three 
diamond mines (which a De Beers   

Widespread stayaway in major centres * 
C:]ormrun 

spokesman declined to name), one anti- 
mony mine and six. collieries. 

Union sources said the absence of ac- 
tion at the mines could lead to recrimi- 
nations within Cosatu. The National 
Union of Mineworkers had been one of 
the strongest protagonists of the protest 
Flan, against the opposition of some af- 
iliates which argued for a more cau- 

tious approach. 
Wits University industrial sociology 

professor Eddie Webster pointed out 
yesterday miners had never participat- 
ed in political stayaways in large num- 
bers. He attributed this to the high pro- 
portion of foreigners and migrants in the 
workforce who had not been integrated 
into urban political issues. 

  

  

  

 



  
  

XERTING its jurisdiction 
over the Anti-Apartheid Act 
amendments of 1988 (to 
give the sanctions Bill its 

proper title), the House Banking 
Committee last week effectively 
voted to kill the thing. This is an 
intriguing, if ultimately mean- 
ingless, development. 

a narrow 27-24 margin, the 
committee adopted a provision, ea- 
lier rejected by the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, that would ban South 
African products however circu- 
itously they reached American 
shores. 

‘Which means, for example, that a 
bar of British-made Cadbury’s fruit 
and nut would be subject to the em- 
bargo if it contained South African 
sugar. 

ince molecules do not come with 
little vierkleurs, nor, if they did, 
would the customs service easily af- 
ford the equipment to see them, the 
idea is patently absurd. 

And while the yawning voids of 
many Congressmen’s minds com- 
pare not unfavourably with the 
Grand Canyon, it is impossible to 
believe that every last man of the 27 
who voted for the measure was un- 
aware of the absurdity. 

The measure’s sponsor, Congress- 
man Bill McCollum, a Florida Re- 
publican, wished to smother the Bill 
with “pseudo-kindness,” as one dis- 
senter put it. One must assume that 
most of those who voted with him, 
including at least 10 Democrats, 
were similarly inclined. 

This has not been the only attempt | 
to choke Congressman Howard 
Wolpe et al on their internal contra- 
dictions. Congresswoman Olympia 
Snowe, Regnblican of Maine, has 
borrowed their line that to be really 
effective, sanctions must be applied 
globally. Her proposal is to condition 
implementation of the Bill on all 
America’s tradi ing | merica’s trading partners adopting | gieeen LEREE T the same policy. 

Consistency is considered unsport- 
manslike conduct by the sanction- 
eers, who would rather have what, by 
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their own implicit admission, is an 
ineffective policy, than wait around 
for the West , the British 

‘ laer;‘zl the Japanese to follow their 

Snowe will keep tryi 
and there is a cha:ce?hl;.tg h:rnma% 
ration may yet prevail in one of the 
three committees still waiting to take a look at the Bill. 

Not that it will make the slightest 
that it eve 

ets there, the McCollum and Snovsg 
guage will die on the floor of the 

R 
  

House and is not, alas, an omen of 

sanity to come. 
It gerely illuminates the dark but 

irrelevant secret that most Con- 

gressmen would like the legislation 

to go away. They have allowed them- 

selves to be dragooned because the 

fate of SA is nothing beside }hexr, own 

political health. And as Tip O'Neil, 

the venerable former Speaker of the 

House, liked to say: “All politics is 

local.” % 
Spare, then, a moment’s pity for 

Michael Dukakis, the Democratic 

presidential candidate and — at this 

point, one would have to say —Ron- 

  
| 
| 

b G L e et D B ISR 
ald Reagan's likelier successor. As a 

reflection of his views, his latest po- 

sition paper on SA is a meretricious 

lie. But he has no choice. 
His new paper was grompted by a 

document entitled “U! Foreign Poli- 

and the Black World: Ptogosals 
ur- - 

. 

P}!')r a New Relationship,” whicl 

ports to represent the views of 

impressive array of black leadership 

groups: 
cus, the 
for Non-violent Change, the 

the Congressional black cau- 

Martin Luther Kinicgnue 
ational 

- Association for the Advancement of 
Coloured People, the National Urban 

League, the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference and, of 
course, TransAfrica. 

This crew, for which read the 
Reverend Jesse Jackson, stands be- 
tween Dukakis and a serene nomi- 
nating convention like a slightly der- 
anged Rottweiler. Dukakis, as the 
Democratic candidate, may techni- 
cally be the creature’s owner and 
best hope, but it is perfectly capable 
of ripping him up anyway if he does 
not. Peed it exactly what it wants. 

And what it wants is a promise 
that it will be given Africa — the 
southern tip for lunch and the rest as 
a private play-pen. I mean the latter 
quite literally, for the document de- 
mands that a substantial slice of the 
US$3bn the authors wish henceforth 
{o transfer to the continent each year 
be_channelled through contractors 
selected solely on the basis of race. 

v 
“It is well past time for the US to 

+-eat Africa equitably in the provi- 
on of development assistance. A 

i1~y step in reversing (the) discrimi- 
1 atory pattern would be to require 
/ merican minority participation in 

w 

B 
04 

all aspects of American develop- /- 
ment assistance programmes. 

“Minority Americans have much 

to contribute to the establishment 
and development of these pro- 

grammes. Their common history 

and experiences would bring in- 

creased sensitivity to the planning 

and implementation of these pro- 

grammes.” 3 

On this demand, at least, Dukakis 
is silent. But he more than makes up 

for it on SA. You want Pretoria de- 
clared a terrorist state? Fine, I fa- 
vour the same sanctions against SA 

that are already in place against 

North Korea, Iran and Libya. You 

want the Security Council to do 
Chapter 7? “My administration will 

I lead the fight.” 
Now, on the whole, you have to 

_believe that Dukakis is an honour- 
e —————— gle man, Furthermore, I am quite 
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Work grinds to virtual halt 

at six Transvaal collieries 
By Theresa Anders and Adele Baleta 

Although gold mines were not affected, a number 

of the country’s largest collieries were hit by 

absenteeism yesterday. 

Six collieries in the Witbank-Middelburg coal- 

fields reported almost 100 percent absenteeism. 

Many others had partial attendances. 3 

There was only one incidence of vi%& re- 

ported, at Rand Mines’ Vandyksdrif on of 

Douglas Mine. % 

A worker, Mr Isaac Khundla, lost an eye after 

being struck by “a rubber stopper” when mine 

security officials fired on a group of about 60 

stick-wielding men trying to prevent workers 

going on shift. 

Mr Khundla is being treated in the Witbank 

Hospital. 

The Anglo American spokesman for the 

group’s gold and uranium division, Mr Michael 

Spicer, said work continued underground as 

usual at all mines. 

Anglovaal reported full attendance at all 

mines. 
Gencor spokesman Mr Harry Hill said work- 

ers at the group’s gold mines were at their posts 

except for the Grootvlei mine, near Springs, 

where there was 55Ypercent absenteeism. 

He said two Gencor collieries near Middel- 

burg, Blinkpan, and Optimum, reported 90 per- 

cent absenteeism. 

Rand Mines said there was normal attendance 

at all group gold mines yesterday. 

A spokesman said all ‘collieries were operating 

with the full staff compliment except for Doug- 

Jas near Witbank where 50 percent of the work- 

force were absent. 

The spokesman said there was total absentee- 

ism at Vandyksdrif, near Douglas, and Wol- 

wekrans near Witbank except for fers man- 

ning essential services. 
i 

Rand Mine employees have been informed 

that the company would adopt a policy of no 

work no pay, the spokesman said. 

A Goldfields spokesman reported full atten- 

dance at all gold mines. He said, however, that 

there was an 85 percent stayaway at the com- 

pany’s New Clydesdale Colliery at Witbank. 

Eskom’s public relations officer, Mr Peter 

Adams, said some power stations in the Trans- 

vaal had been hit to a greater or lesser degree. 

At two stations, Hendrina and Komati, it is 

believed there was an almost total stayaway 

of black staff 
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Tast Germany lacks 
solitical reformers 
TRLIN — Soviet rep- 
sentatives in East 
rlin have hinted that 
r Erich Honecker, 
ast Germany’s con- 
srvative 75-year-old 
‘ader, may soon be a 
andidate for retire- 
aent. 
Moscow’s dilemma, 

owever, is that there is 
o one in the East Ger- 
nan party’s 22-member 
uling politburo who can 
‘ven be remotely regard- 
:d as a reformer. 

_ Soviet leader Mr Mik- 
Jhail Gorbachev faced a 
similar predicament in 
(Czechoslovakia with age- 
!ing, conservative 
' party leader Mr Gustav Husak, who was re- 

!placed last December by younger, equally con- 

‘servative Mr Milos Jakes. The Czechoslovak 
frarty, while lacking a reformist leadership, at 
"least has a programme for economic reform 

‘which does not exist in East Germany. 

Mr Honecker has staunchly resisted adopt- 

ing the economic and political reforms launched 

oy Mr Gorbachey. In a recent interview, he 

noted caustically that no one had a recipe valid 

lor everyone. 
East Germany had already carried out exten- 

sive reforms and restructuring, he insisted, care- 

fully avoiding the emotive Soviet word, peres- 

‘roika. 
Soviet displeasure with Mr Honecker has 

sounted since last year, but Moscow has re- 

/ained from using overt pressure on its most im 

jortant Warsaw Pact ally. 
| East German officials argued that their coun- 

ry was in the front line of socialism facing West. 

jermany. % 

'UNCONTROLLABLE SITUATION 

"'l‘hey gave a warning that reforms in East 

srmany could lead to an uncontrollable situa- 

'n which Russia would be the first to regret. 

“his dire scenario left its mark on senior Soviet 
‘cy-makers. Mr Honecker was left alone to 

bcate even more central planning and tighter 

logical control. 

»wever, Soviet diplomats and correspondents 

st Berlin now suggest that Mr Honecker’s 

ratic rule is wholly out of tune with East 
any’s political and economic realities. 

't Germans of all ages have deluged the So- 

‘mbassy with letters calling for Mr Gorba- 

glasnost to be applied in East Germany. 

House of Soviet Science and Culture is 

| to satisfy East German citizens’ requests 

blications about the Soviet reforms at a 

‘hen the official East German media is re- 

o comment about developments in the So- 

don. 
ficantly, Soviet economic specialists point 

    East German leader Mr Eric Honecker .. . 

may soon be a candidate for retirement. 

  

to an alarming slowdown ! 
in the East German econ- 
omy and hint strongly 
that what is needed is a 
thorough reform of the 
economic machine. 

The reaction of the 
East German leadership 
has been to batten down 
the ideological hatches. 
At the same time, East 
Germany is trying to re- 
tain the vital goodwill it 
has accumulated in Bonn 
over recent years. . 

A record number of 
people from East Ger- 
many are expected to be 
allowed to visit West 
Germany this year after 
1,2 million citi- 

zens below retirement age were able to travel 

westwards in 1987. : 

After long prodding by the West, East Ger- 

many is preparing to reduce somewhat the ar- 

bitrariness with which it treats citizens wanting 

to emigrate to West Germany. 

In the past, such political concessions by East 

Germany have always resulted in economic bene- 

fitsfrom West Germany. This time, East Ger- 

many stands to gain from the expected leas- 

ing of Airbus A-310 aircraft to its Interflug air- 

line by a West German-led banking consortium. 

Lufthansa airline is to carry out maintenance 
of the aircraft. A West German plan to build a 

high-speed rail link between West Berlin and 

West Germany would improve East Germany’s 

rail network at minimal cost to it. 

In a similar vein, a recent private trip to East 
Germany by. Mr Helmut Kohl, West German 

Chancellor, was designed partly to encourage 

more West Germans to cross the border and in 
the process to boost East Germany’s economy. 

But to Soviet eyes, none of this is of much 

benefit to Moscow. East Germany is not provid- 

ing the Soviets with the advanced, high-quality 
products it requires. 

Soviet officials suggest that East Germany’s 

economic growth rate in recent years was heavi- 

ly doctored and that last year’s growth rate was 

closer to nil than to the 3,6 percent officially re- 

  

rted. 
Nearly 80 percent of East Germany’s giant in- 

dustrial kombinate (groups) are said to have 

failed to fulfil the plan last year. Only traditional, 

radical reforms, the Soviets say, can improve 

East Germany’s lagging economic performance. 

Soviet diplomats also note disparagingly that 

a growing number of East Germans visiting West 

Germany fail to return home. ¥ 

Without an East German reformer of any stat- 

ure in sight, Mr Gorbachev finds himself in a 
quandary which, ironically, is largely of Mo- 

scow’s own making. Under previous Soviet lead- 
ers, only the most conservative party apparat- 

chiks were permitted to enter the East Ger- 

‘man politburo. — The Financial Times. 
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BBC press 
Mandela 
LONDON: The BBC 
faced mounting pressure 
last night to scrap its 
broadcast of Saturday’s 
Wembley pop concert 
marking Nelson Man- 
dela’s 70th birthday. 

Critics claim it should 
not be screened because 
it is too political. 

The 10-hour tribute to 

Foreign 
Service 

the jailed South African 
leader will go out live 
on BBC-2 from 12.15pm 
to 10.30pm. It will be 
beamed to more than 50 
countries and features 
the strongest line-up of 
stars since Bob Geldof's 

ured on 
concert 

= 
T, 1989 

Live Aid concert. 
The show, a 72000 

ticket sell-out, is being 
staged by the Anti- 
Apartheid Movement 
and Tory MP John Car- 
lisle believes the BBC is 
breaching its charter by 
screening “an overly po- 
litical event”. He may 
apply for a High Court 

        1 injunction to halt it. 
“The BBC is treading 

on very dangerous 
ground. The Anti-Apart- 
heid Movement must be 
rubbing its hands at the 
thought of all this pub- licity. I find this appall- ing and I hope the BBC 
will have the sense to 
Withdraw before legal 
action is necessary.” 

He told the Commons 
that the BBC's involve- 
ment was “providing ox- 
ygen to a terrorist or- 
ganisation”, 

The BBC says, howev- 
er, it will “take the grea- 
test care to ensure that 
viewers and listeners can   enjoy the broadcast 
without political intru- 
sion”. 

Elephant House, an in- dependent company pro- 
moting the show, said no 
political speeches were 
planned, but a recorded 
message from Mandela’s 
wife, Winnie, might be 
played. 
LPRENER. L 

  

 


