
    

  

  

By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN 
special to The New York Times 

JOHANNESBURG, Nov. 9 — New 

violence linked to a two-day national 

strike earlier this week erupted Friday 

night at a gold mine in the Orange Free 

State, leaving 22 mine workers dead 

. and 51 others injured. 
The mine, which the Anglo-American 

Corporation operates in the town of 

Welkom, was the scene of a brawl last 

Sunday night in which 15 men died and 

39 were injured. According to Anglo- 

American, that clash was touched off 

when some of the black mine workers 

.supporting the strike tried to prevent 

others from going underground. 
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Two workers injured Friday at No. 4 

shaft of the President Steyn gold mine 

in Welkom are in critical condition. 

Anglo-American reported today that 

its security personnel intervened to 

halt the fighting with the help of the 

South African police, who remained at 

the mine today. Col. Johan Fouche, the 

police spokesman in Welkom, said no 

arrests had been made yet. 

An Anglo-American spokesman, 

James Duncan, said in a telephone 

interview from the President Steyn 

mine that the cause of the violence was 

being investigated. 

But one report from Welkom indicat- 

ed that some migrant workers moved   

to take revenge against those who had 

tried to enforce- the strike this week. 

The battle with primitive weapons 

broke out at 11:30 P.M. on Friday in a 

hostel where 4,000 workers employed 

at the No. 4 shaft are billeted. Single 

men’s hostels ‘have often been flash- 

points of factional violence. 
Mr. Duncan said Anglo-American 

had referred the first clash to a new 

national commission of inquiry formed 

to investigate politically motivated vio- 

lence and assumed that the second 

clash would be included. 
The Congress of South African Trade 

Unions, which organized the strike on 

Monday and Tuesday, said three and a 

half million miners had refused to go to 

work, making the strike the biggest in 

the country’s history. It was called to 

.| protest the Government’s imposition of 

a new value added tax. 
But the Chamber of Mines, which 

represents mine employers, said only 

17 percent of mine workers supported 

the strike, with the remaining 83 per- 

cent reporting to their shifts as usual. 

Mr. Duncan said more than 80 percent 

of Anglo-American’s mine employees 
went to work. . 

The strike organizers said participa- 

tion was voluntary, and few incidents 
of intimidation were reported. 

But Barend du Plessis, the Finance 

Minister, charged today that support- 

ers of the African National Congress 

and the Congress of South African’s 

Trade Unions had practiced tacit in- 

timidation beforehand.     

“] was told that a week before the 

strike, people walked up and down 

transport queues - holding boxes of 

matches,” Mr. Barend said. Matches 

have been used in black townships to 

burn down homes and to light gasoline- 

soaked tires hung around the necks of 

suspected Government collaborators. 
The labor federation’s general secre- 

tary, Jay Naidoo, has threatened fur- 

ther work stoppages to force the white 

minority Government to step down in 

favor of an interim government and an 

elected assembly that would draft a 
democratic new constitution. 

But in a speech at a National Party 

conference Thursday night, President 

F. W. de Klerk said the National Party" 

would not let the African National Con- 
gress or any other party take over the 

country. The only answer was power- 

sharing through negotiation, he said. 
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Violence at a gold mine in Wel 

kom followed a national strike. 
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ter thelr-cattle. The Xhosa, sens- | - 
ing their soverelgnty and way of | 

- life crumbilng before the onrush - 
of British colonfalism, {u a- it of - 

fI' prS.e£itY In SA | 

mystical  desporation obeyed; 
then stacved to death In thelr 
tens of thousands. . 

Ju 1991, the crusty prophet of an- 
othar embattled SA tribe, the white 
northern suburb lberal, s suggest- - 
ing to his followers that thoy per 
form a slmilar, If ratlier less drastic, - 
sacrifice; Lot them, he argued In a 

- recent new - coluamn, 
in killing theh swimmlng pools. His- 
torlcal sea changes do strange things 
to people caught in the -middle of 

Obviousty, ln torms of their re- 
spective llfe-sustalning properties, a 

- swimming pool is not a cow. All that 

- s whi 

: fic:s to prove, howevor, g that 
igqawuse’s latter-day counter- 

part Is slightly more rational in-his - - 
estimate of materlal consequences. 

Blore: intercsting s -the: bellef, = 
shared by both, that a prosperous 

Suclt urFea to destray: propoétf, 
¥ even If on , 

are a sure sign of demorallsation. 
o History does not rewatd the demora- 

lised, The survivors of Nongqawuse's. 
prophecy were reduced . to. virtual 
gervitudeas a source of choap labour - 
In the Cape. All SA and much of the 
rest of 1ts continent besides stand.to 
lose oi an oven more herale scale it 
angst- and gullt-ridden elites throw - 
up thelr hands and descend to magic 
nOW. e e RS 

Undortutiately, the cail for.o mass _ 
pool-glaying Js not an izolated in- 
stance. [°ar too many SoutiAfricans . 

A ara appealing to. fifth-dimensional - 

Nongaawusg.' had a dream’lu- . | - 
ng hor to convince her - 

lN 1066, o Xhosa prophetess, [ 

W peoplo:-that.they must slaughs - 

Jolur klmi - 

: “"a’i, god, - . 
. Like Joo-Slove, 

* what ks turded out te be an epleally 
‘sell-defeating superstition callad 

. ‘saclallsm, De Klerk appears to have 
-the luxurlous -varlety, - 

-be ?revnlle 
stuft. .- - 
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] Thié Is especlally true of Amert 
" - can. cougresdmion, . most- of whom 

; A‘-‘: ~-thought 8A - had-“been: sufficlontly 
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forces to_ses them through-to that 
millenarial place, the new 8SA, . 

Pregident I W de Klork can only 
have been J:olym? on such_forces 
when he atose, at 
Top 100 Companies -banque - last 

futura may bo ' sceured only by - manth, to command the SA businoss- 

- totemic purification of the evil spir- - 
one felt lurked in her con- - 

stituents’ cattle and the other has. 
" located in-his pool cleaner. In oach - 

case; the Lhing to. be ‘cleansed 9. 
-deented-to Inhablt a store and sym- - 

- bol of wealth. s 

comminnlty to start In 
Such -was his reso 

ug hope thoy do z1ot live fn swimming 
-pools; they- might soon be driven - 

enlal. priest-of - 
for good. 

had a vision telling him- the reason 

mone; 

belng at any rate, be suiticient.” 
In the ompirical world, of course, 

he Sunday Times - eoms to be cct 

13 1t to nautical- - 
-metaplior that he a{aPurontlir__con- 

“ celves tha deltles that {nspire Invest: 
“ment to be of the aquatic varloty. Lot 

.. shaking “of 
- substitute. 

'SA'd economy - ls stagnaling ig-that =~ =~ - 
" the country's wealth creatoca are RE - 
”gret;dit¥ loardlng largo“wads of - 

n thalr maltresses, Ergo, all - 
will come rlght it they can-gomehow . 

I upon: to -release the 

The: only real difforence betweon: - 
Stovo’s and De Kiori’s drearng {s that - 
Slovo has auggesied tha remedy tabe - 

_-wholesalo expropriation; the Presl- 
_dent's volees have. told  Wim: that: 
mere Incantation may, for the time 

tlsérd ére no éa'sfiftilled mttt'em 
- Much loss, to use Slovo’s hilarious 
phrase lu the Financial Times a few 
years back which Do Klerk now 

olng, Is there. any 
~such thing as an Investment strike. 

- The rrdblelri. put with clilidish, but 
oviden 

Y seceswry, pllolty. s : ackhammeér something is ftvesiatl- - 
“bla under -present - circumstances, . - 
swlmming pools would seem. the: 
-gamec-chalee, -- . 0 - 

that (ry as political and other sorcer-. 
_ers might, capital flows to where it 
can got the best return in relation to 

‘risk. TT government wants 1t to flow - 
towards Industrlal expansion and job . - 

- creation, govarnmont must use what - 
carthly powers it hag to foster the. 

“requisite flscal, monetary and regy- - - 
ettvironment. Prayer and {he - 

boue-filled bags are no - 
lat 

N’or, for that matier; are any of 
‘the othar twilight zone options now 

- belng - bandled -abiout. . Thankfully, 
- natlonalisation seems headed down 

lie sama credibility gulch as s muth 
‘which promised ta-furn bullets luto 

- water befove lts-wee rers ran Into 33 
- _Battallon, Less -lmpfli,ly, i 18 belng 

= replaced: by the not ! , 
compromise with tile rationalisers, : - 
that-SA’s financlat and {ndusirlal - 

_ pyramids must be unbundled. 

~ 7. are not coming; cartalaly not on a 
- = - -'scale to finance “an hlsto‘r’lc;tumlné 

- - polnt” du SA developmont, as ANC - 
= {)resid_ent Nelson Mandela roported- 
" ly- remarked fn- Washington last 
S S S A R S R 
- There secing o bo a‘jollg_[anta;y : 

- that orice SA has transited 
-raclal demeocracy, tho rest of the 
- world wlil feel an-obligatlon to nur- 
~ture it Weong. As far a3 Western 

ng - politiclans -responsibie for - dishing 
on; .a-seeming - 

Okay, so we will niot actually kil - 
the caltle which feed the country, we 
will just carve the herd: into futer- 
nationally uncompetitive, -capltal- 

~ starved Hitle 
. _defend -Hself ' 
" place, muct less ligea_ln 

Hleces, each uaable to 

the political at 
whims of the s If the urge to 

For all that, pertaps the mfis{ por- 
ulelous- bit -of mysticlsm ecurrently 
ervading SA la the cargo cult of 
oroign _ald. " Like the aricestors - 

~Nongqawuse promised would arlse 
-from the doad onca her Instructions 
had been catrled oitt, the handouts 

out theit: taxpayors' money on woz- 
‘thy causes ‘ave concornad, SA wiil 
hava been “done” the moment apart-. 

-hield s seen to ba formally dead, e 

- rileal 

- gtrongl 
: 'woll_lcf 

©'Ilie worst of it ail, bowover, ishol 

-1 Iy be a critch 
‘| - . ments-in-walting 

* the toy, 
he globial -market. - 
etk oo . long-term success, 

§ 

to-non-- 

‘whose constit 
" ents, black -and ‘white; delleve -~ - 

that the natlonal (ressure e 
beder spent at lyme. - - 

that the caneesstonal grant! and olli- 
er support will riot bo pouilng in on 
the currently advertised scale, but 

- that SA's next governmert ma{l:e 
templed lo behave as tiough they 

" will be, For I ald, as LoidBauer hag 
50 long argued, hias rogulirly been-a 

“crutch for . totten goverimient, the 
. expectation tiereof may ill too east- 

for :otI;sn_ govern- - 

. Which 18 not to argw that the - 
orthcoming rogline neel neccssar- - 

ity beas( corrupt aid jnlmlcal 
to uallonal prosperity ai the ane !i - 
replaces. [t Is rather to onlend tha 

- the promise of (oref y will 
mmno lead 1t in t]rE? mtx by 
seemlnqtlly deferring (ts jeed to take 

B, . polltically unppitlar decl 
slons esseutlal for the eco'n'omy}s"" 
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I for axample, the ANC thinks that - 
- bllllous of free dollars ill be pour- - 

Into the country tle moment It “n| 
: ';hifies power, It will haw little incen- - 
_tve to bo honest with 16 constituents 
_about what it can and cinnot achieve - 
for them onca Ln officd It will make - - : 
all kinds of rash undenakings on the = 

- theory that forelgnevawlll somehow - . - - 
make up the doflclt btween what it~ 

has promised and wiut it is capable 
of defiverlng, - = - - T 

- the exterital support li not i _ 
Ing, the now governnont will feol {f Aias littlo option but b plunder what - - 
thero Is in the storermm, Start doiug that and not even miltilatoral lngth 

- tutions like the Work Bank are golng : 
--to show much symjathy. They a 

- thelr major shatohodor have scen P a 
- all too many timesbetors, - -, S 

; T;tme; as they sayover hiere, to got   

2alt with.. the “moment - resldoitt -~ 
-] .. George Bugh lifted the sanctions con- - 

- | tained in tha® Comy 
=7} Apartheld Act, an chanslvo-Aqtl- 

“When the account @bme§ xlfi'e. and e "; 3 
thoom: - .


