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New Violence at a Mine in South Africa Kills 22

.| protest the Government’s imposition of

By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN
Special to The New York Times

JOHANNESBURG, Nov. 9 — New
violence linked to a two-day national
strike earlier this week erupted Friday
night at a gold mine in the Orange Free
State, leaving 22 mine workers dead
_ and 51 others injured.

The mine, which the Anglo-American
Corporation operates in the town of
Welkom, was the scene of a brawl last
Sunday night in which 15 men died and
39 were injured. According to Anglo-
American, that clash was touched off
when some of the black mine workers
.supporting the strike tried to prevent
others from going underground.
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Two workers injured Friday at No. 4
shaft of the President Steyn gold mine
in Welkom are in critical condition.

Anglo-American reported today that
its security personnel intervened to
halt the fighting with the help of the
South African police, who remained at
the mine today. Col. Johan Fouche, the
police spokesman in Welkom, said no
arrests had been made yet.

An Anglo-American spokesman,
James Duncan, said in a telephone
interview from the President Steyn
mine that the cause of the violence was
being investigated.

But one report from Welkom indicat-
ed that some migrant workers moved

to take revenge against those who had
tried to enforce- the strike this week.
The battle with primitive weapons
broke out at 11:30 P.M. on Friday in a
hostel where 4,000 workers employed
at the No. 4 shaft are billeted. Single
men’s hostels ‘have often been flash-
points of factional violence.

Mr. Duncan said Anglo-American
had referred the first clash to a new
national commission of inquiry formed
to investigate politically motivated vio-
lence and assumed that the second
clash would be included.

The Congress of South African Trade
Unions, which organized the strike on
Monday and Tuesday, said three and a

half million miners had refused to go to
work, making the strike the biggest in
the country’s history. It was called to

a new value added tax.

But the Chamber of Mines, which
represents mine employers, said only
17 percent of mine workers supported
the strike, with the remaining 83 per-
cent reporting to their shifts as usual.
Mr. Duncan said more than 80 percent
of Anglo-American’s mine employees
went to work. ;

The strike organizers said participa-
tion was voluntary, and few incidents
of intimidation were reported.

But Barend du Plessis, the Finance
Minister, charged today that support-
ers of the African National Congress
and the Congress of South African’s
Trade Unions had practiced tacit in-
timidation beforehand.

“] was told that a week before the
strike, people walked up and down
transport queues - holding boxes of
matches,” Mr. Barend said. Matches
have been used in black townships to
burn down homes and to light gasoline-
soaked tires hung around the necks of
suspected Government collaborators.

The labor federation’s general secre-
tary, Jay Naidoo, has threatened fur-
ther work stoppages to force the white
minority Government to step down in
favor of an interim government and an
elected assembly that would draft a
democratic new constitution.

But in a speech at a National Party
conference Thursday night, President
F. W. de Klerk said the National Party"
would not let the African National Con-
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gress or any other party take over the Vijolence at a gold mine in Wel- i
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country. The only answer was power- ., followed a national strike. o2

sharing through negotiation, he said.
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