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SOUTH AFRICA'S PAN AFRICANIST CONGRESS

I THE 80'S: CHRONIC INSTABILITY AND

REVOLUTIONARY INEFFECTIVENESS.

By Henry E. Isaacs*

On June 30, 1985 Nyati John Pokela, the

63 year-olc leader of the Pan-Africanist Congress
(PSC) of Azania, died of-a heart attaEk,in the
Zimbabwean capital, Harare. The African National
Congress (ANC) and the PAC are recognised by the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) and the United
Nations General Assemblvy as the authéntic repreé—
entatives of the Black majority in South Africa.
when Pokela fled South Afric; in January 1981 to

Lesotho before proceeding to Tanzania to the PAC's

*The author 1s a former memcer of the Black Con-
sClcusness MMovement and Prasident of the South
African Students' Organisaticn (SASO{. He lived
uncer house arrast for 18 months before his escare
from South Africa in December 1974. He served as
PAC's Director of Educaticn ané Manpower Develop-
ment in Tanzanilia from July 1973 through September
1279 and subsequently'as.Director of Foreign Affairs
and Observer at the United Nations until his
resignation in March 1982, More recently he lived
1n Zimbabwe. He 1s the author of the forthccming
oook, STRUGGLES WITHIM THE STRUGGLE: AN INSICE

O

IEW_OF THE PAC_CF SOUTH AFRICA, to be published
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by Zed Bcoks, London, in April- 1986.
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loss of presﬁiée became irrevefsible. By the time
of Pokela's death, the PAC members® disiilusionment
with him was as deepias it had been during the

regimes of the oprevious leaders, Potlako X. Leballo

and Vusumzi Make.(z)

ations of his death. In particular, the paper examines
three major areas: (1) PAC's debilitating internal
problems; (2) the organisation'srevolutionary.

ineffectiveness and, (3) its international diplomatic
S

isolation. This examinat<in is important in the

current climate when the resistance of the mass

movement. Even the American Secretary of State,

Mr. George Schultz, is on record as urging the
South African government to release Nelson Mandela,
tne imprisoned leader of the ANC, and to initiate

negotiations with the country's Black leaders,

including the anc, (3) The white business community

iln South Africa, some'of_whose most influential
members met with ANC leaders in Lusaka, Zambia,
among other things, urged the government to begin
2 dialogue with fheicount:y's "acknowledged Biack
leader<," clearly a reference to the leaders of

<lle national liberation*movement;(4) This analysis
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leadership intriques and lower rank rebellion,"” (5?

S National Union

for the Total Liberation of Angola (UNITA), a

discredited group,

cant-inued support: 'by the international community.

To have expectéd Pokela single-handedly to reverse

the tide of PAC's misfortunes or,Rambc-like,to raise
. .

the level of its perfofmance in South.Af;ica and

internationally was pure folly and merely prepared

the ground for organisational sCapegoating when it

", As a person, Pokela was sincere in his




——

_ gt TR T . w e i -
gy » .
"

the result of agitation Dy "subversive elements"”

and "communist agents." Extravagant claims by exiles,

from the safety of distant capitals, lend support

to such falsities and prOV1de 4 pretext for increaseg
repre551on by the security police and armed forces.
The PAC was desperate to associate itself with the

Ongoing resistance by the oppressed.majority since

1t was clear to

aspects,

(1)’ PAC's cebilitating internal problems.
(a) "Beatincs and Floogcinags in Tanzania:
|

The Hich Command, which is theoretically

sible for the implementation of the PAC]smilitary

programme, conducted a campaign of beatings and

floggings, officially sanctioned by the Central Com-

Tanzania for the transit centre in Pongwe, Bagamovo

district, north of the capital, Dar-es-Salaam. The

®
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stranded 1n an area of the Xenyan-Tanzanian border
known as "No Man's Land." Although this writer was

not able to verify the information, he learned from

several PAC members that one person in the group

died of hunger and exposure. Ultimately they were

rescued by the Tanzanian Special Defence Unit (SDU)

which 1s responsible for the security of liberation
movement personnel. They were transferred to a refugee
settlement in Tabora where they joined scores of

other former PAC members living as refugees under
the aegis of the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR).

At the PAC's bush camp in Chunya the beatings

and floggings of persons suspected of being "disloyal"
to tahe Pokela faction got out of hand in mid-1982.

The Central Ccmmittee despatched two of jits memkers,
Sabelo Gcweta (Secretary for Defence) . and Enoch Zulu
(Director of Operations) to the caib to reassert the
political authority of the Centril Committee. They

were defied by the military cadres a-

Central Committee. The Cent'ral Comittee summoned
the assistance- of the Tanzanian Peple's Defence
Force (TPDF) who despatched militay pPolice to the

PAC's busn camp to enforce diSCiP:iné. Any PAC




Republic of Guinea.

2.) Another young cadre, Mahozi; was murdered in

Tanzania.

3.) Another victim named Mnthedisi was murdered

1n November 1984. He was taken from the bush camp

ne 'was escorted to a point near the border with
teambla where he was executed. He was shot eight times,
after which his face was burned beyong recognition

with acid. The Tanzanians gave aim a pauper's burial.

which they were travelling from the PAC's bush camp
in Chunva to Dar-es-Salaam careered_off the road
into a river. Their bodies were ne*er recovered.

In an interview with this wr?ter on March 19, 198S

a PAC militant disputed the official explanation

ana said he was convinced that Harare and Mkumbule
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than undertake a suicide mission on which he was

sent by his colleagues. He made his way to Swazi-

operations."” When Dlamini arrived at Dar-es-Salaam's
airport after his deportation from Swaziland, PAC

officials tried to apprehend'himbut he was saved

by the timely intervention of the UNHCR's legal
acvlser since he was a responsibility of that inter-
national agency. The last information this writer

had about Dlamini indicated that he was in Keko remand

pPrison outside Dar-es-Salaam.

A number of other PAC mllltants*were also

threatened with death when they had political dif-

Killed in factional violencz, a Central Committee

member, Benedict Sondlo, was fatally stabbed in Julv

1984 in. the PAC office bv Pokela's former bodygquard




of the PAC leadership, 72 former members who formed

the Azanian People's Revolutionary Party (APRP)
after their eXpulsion from the PAC in July 1978

were reinstatedﬁ'Thereafter, PAC spokespersons -

claimed ‘that Pokela "united the PAC." Many leading

-members of the group, led by the former deputy chair-

person, Templeion M. Ntantala, were appointed to

Affairs 1in the Central Committee. Ntantala was

appointed Chief Representative to Zimbabwe.

Reintegration of *the former APRP members

into the PAC was not successful. Many cadres in. the
Pckela faction suspected that the group had not
abandoned the objective of forming a "Marxist-Leninist

vanguard party." It was suspected that they agreed
to return to the PAC in order to challenge .for the

leadership and gain control of the organisation.

Sucn_ suspicions were fueled by certain Central Com-

mittee members who had oldiﬁqlitical'scores to settle

and who feared that the reinstatement of Ntantala's




and sympathisers in different parts of the country to
establish links between the exiled leadership and
remnants of. the movement still internally—based. Bicca
Maseko, a long-time PA*C activist;, lived in exile in
Swaziland before moving to Tanzania after tl;e expulsion
of PAC members from Swaziland. Glen Mpukane is a
former Bdack Consciousness Movément activist who joined
the PAC in exile in the mid-?1976's and was the
organisation's deputy representative in Tanzania before

his expulsion in July 1978. After his reinstatement in -

'Unity Committee' whose mandate was to promote and

effect the reunification of the different factions

of the organisation.

In their letters of resignation the three

denounced the PAC and exposed the 'fact that the dis-
solution-of the APRP .and reinstatement of its former
members did not result in ;nityl'withj.n- the organiéation. {10)
After their res lgnations from the PAC, the three were
harrassed by the Pokela faction and threatened with

death. Bicca Maseko ultimatsly left Tanzania for London
with the intention of furthering his ‘education. Isaac
'Saki" Mafatshe remained in Tanzania awaiting resettle-
ment. by the UNHCR in another country. Glen Mpukane lef:
Tanzania for Zimbabwe in May 1984, hoping to apply

for refugee status in that' country and to study at -

the university. Within six hours of his arrival in
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The Zimbabweans acceded to the PAC's request

applied to  the Zimbabwean'authorifies for refugee

status. Certain officials advised 'Ntantala to refrain

from publicising his resignation for fear that it

he was allowed to

Temalnl in Iimcetbwe. In Decamber 1984,

ne was even interviewed DY Zimbabwe's R

The cases of Glen ‘Mpukane and Templeton

Ntantala are instructive for several reasons. Firstlyu
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from the coﬁntry.

The' Zimbabweans acceded to the PAC's request

and Ntantala was ordered to leave the

30, 1984.

country by August

ncwever, beore

ne was even interview ” " .
tewed by Zimbabwe's Refugee Cocmmittese,

reactivated; he

The cases of Glen ‘Mpukane and Templeton
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who in suc
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h situations are afforded iittle, 1
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they highlight the vindictiveness within the exiled

organisations.-Both of them resigned from the PAC

for political reasons, after whlch they endeavoured

to get on W1th their private lives. The PAC leaders

personallsed the politj

£, orcanlsaulons professedlj struggling for

"Promise on this principle is to vitiata

¥ of the cause and invite continued abuses
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facto representative, Napthallie Sidzamba, and the

in the Central Committee). Sidzamba was accused

of "arrogance" "and of conducting the PAC's affairs
in Lesotho autocratically. Unsubstantiated allecations

of financial mismanagement were also levelled acainst

him. sidzamba and his supporters argued that Sid-

zamba and Mfaxa were not PAC members in gobd standing

ané would first haveto*regulariée.their.membership

through the local representative beforethéy were

from Par-es-Salaam fueled an already tense situation.

Rather than solve the problems they tcok sides in the
dispute, in the-main~conspi:ing tO:Emove Sidzamta as
escrasentative. Sid:amba.aﬂé.his supgortaers resisted.
In April 1982 Sicdzamba was'unCeremoniously replaced
S representative in Lesotho, a move that sparked off
violence among members of the two opposing factions.

A PAC Central Committee delegation that visited Lesotho

to mediate engineered the arrests of Sidzamba and
several of his supporters who were accused of collakb-

cration with the Lesotho Liberation Army (LLA), the

military wino of the opposition Basutoland Congress

Party, that has waged a violent struggle against
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tacto representative, Napthgllie Sidzamba, and the

in the Central Committee). Sidzamba was accused

of "arrogance"'and‘of”Conductingthe'RhC's affairs
in Lesotho autocratically, 0nsub$tantiated allecations
of financial mismanageﬁent were also levelled acainst
him. Sidzamba and his Supporters argued that Sid-
zamba and Mfaxa were not PAC:membersin gobdstanding
anc would first have torégulariée~their.membership

through the local representétive before.théy were

permitted to involbé'themselves in the organisation's

affairs.

Stbsequent visits to Lesotho by PAC leacders
from Par-es-Salaam fueled anralready tense situation.

Réther than solve the problems the?-tcok;sides in the

In April 1982 Sicdzamba was unceremoniocusly replaced

S representative in Lesotho, a move that sparked off
violence amcng members of the two opposing factions.
A PAC Central Committee delegation that visited Lesotho
Lo mediate engineered the arxestSfof;Sidzamba and
several of his Supporters who were accused of collak-

cration with the Lesotho Liberation Army (LLA), the

military wing of the opposition Basutoland Congress
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role see Johnson, R.W., How Long Will} SOuth Africa

Survive? Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1977.

PP. 38-42 and 54-55.

[39) See Johnéon, supra., for an analysis of the

continuing influence France exerc.ses over her

former African colonies.

(36) Sibeko and Make reported that the Gabonese

President cave them the cash.

(37) Jchnson, supra., p. 169

(28) The actual number captured was 8-

security forces outside a house in Soweto in

Pecember 1978,

Report of meeting of PAC USA chapter, New York,

sovember 30, 1985.
(40) During discussions with PAC members in 1982
and 1983, the author was informed that the

Centrzal Ccmmi:+2e memzers concerned did not

conceal their tribalism and recionalism.




