
 

Representation i Sverige

Our ref: Your ref:

 

30 March 1989

Dear Cde Masondo,

Following my teiephone discussion with Cde Martin Maphisa

t0day,p1ease find herein enc1osed copies of two letters

from Mr.Magnus Bergman,Radda Barnen (Save the Chiidren)
. inviting eight chiidren and one adult to come to Sweden

during May 25-June 12,1989.I am aiso enoiosing the programme

of the Internationai Conference on the Rights of the Chi1d,

June 11-12,1989 Stockholm,where the above chi1dren are

invited to perform (songs,dances,poetry etc.).1ncidenta11y,

I must apologise for not having sent a1] the above earlier

than now.

This visit wii] be about the same as 1ast year]s.That

is,chi1dren of about 11-13 years of age,ab1e to sing,dance,

etc.Last yearjs group left a very good impression.

" 1b facilitate the tour,kind1y observe the foiiowing:

1.1mmediate1y se1ect the participating 8 chi1dren and the

adult,and send us their names and particulars of passports

for visa processing.

2.Let each get a Travel Document.

3.Let each be medicaliy checked and cleared. _

4.Let the group start practisihg their cuitura] performanCe
programme. ,

5.The group must travel by Aeroflot just before the 25 May,

1989.P1ease make the bookings soon.

6.If possibie,the children could come with some small

symboiic Eresents for presentation to counterparts hereq
some handicrafts made at SOMAFCO,for instance.
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This is hot necessary,but if it is possible it would be

good for pub1ic relations for our chi1dren.

7.Tickets will be paid for by "Save the Children".

The above are points just to ensure the group arrives here

on time and that their tour is a success.You wil] be sent
further information on developments.And in turn,do not

hesitate to contact me for any c1arif1cation.

We look forward to receiving the group and to their p1easant

tour.

We thank you for your co-operation and assistance.

In the Year of Mass Action for Peop1es Power!

Xours 1n the struggle,

 

Billy Modise

Chief Representative.

. Cc:Ch1ef Representative,Dar-es-salaam.

cczBabu September,Primary Division-SOMAFCO.

P 5: To Cde Andrew MaSondo

Acting Chief Administrator

Mazimbu

Tanzania.
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Now the programme For the international conference on # .
the rights of the child "Making reality out of childrenugmw
right" is distributed. See bottom page 2 for the solidarit:
evening in which the children will participate. Bishop V
Tutu might come (see top page 3).

Gotland has started early — see enclosed presscut. They are
ready to host the children.

I will phone to Aeroflot and to British Airways tomorrow to check
about flights and tickets.

l would need to get in contact with the adult person who will
come with the children (will it be Victor again?), to inform
her/him of programme, etc. I also need to inform her/him to
especially prepare some songs which are to be recorded for the
cassette (some of the songs which we recorded with the group
in october did not turn out well enough). It would be great if
Victor is coming with the children as he is well prepared for
the needs on this side. I
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Magnus ergmar

Reportagebyrén drivs av Rédda Barnen, SIDA. Svenska FN-forbundet och Svenska UNICEF-Iozbuudeg

Reportagebyrén Barnens Vérld, Box 27320, 102 54 Stockholm
Besoksadress Tegeluddsvégen 31 ~ Telefon 08/63 00 00
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Chief rep.
ANC—South Africa
Billy Modise
Box 6183
102 33 Stockholm

c.c. Thomas Hammarberg, Radda Barnen Stockholm 26.1.1989

Dear Billy,

I spoke to your wife Yolisa earlier this week about an eventual tour by
a group of children from Somafco to Sweden around may 25th until june 12th.
Radda Barnen should be the host. The first 15 days or so the children
should be touring schools and local groups of Radda Barnen in a limited
area of Sweden. The autumntour in Sméland around the children's festival
is a good model also for this tour.

The group should also participate in a "Solidarityevening for the children
of Southern Africa", arranged by Radda Barnen in Stockholm on the eve of
sunday the 11th of june. That sunday and the following monday Radda Bar—
nen is arranging a seminar about children's rights for local and inter—
national guests — Save the children—members from other countries as well
as representatives from other organizations working for children‘s rights.

The secr gen of Radda Barnen, Thomas Hammarberg, has asked me to arrange
the evening programme for this seminar. Most probably I will be away for
holidays by then but I have already consulted two persons that will take
over the responsibility when I leave: Hans Andersson of the Radda Barnen
has the responsibility for matters concerning the guests and Petter Ljung—
gren, a musician and musicteacher who were deeply involved in the Children's
Festival, will be responsible for the stageprogram.

It would be too expensive to bring the children here only for the 11th of
june. It would also be better for the children to spend some time here. I
have spoken to the organizational department of Radda Barnen. They are
willing to arrange a similar program for the children as was arranged last
october around Gamleby in Sméland. This time the area might be around Umeé
in the north. I have told them that they must be prepared to take care of
the children as parents, that one person is responsible for them and fol—
lows them from arrival until departure.

I will arrange a meeting with you and the responsible person at the organiza—
tional department as soon as you have confirmed if this tourcan take place.
I will also see to that a studymaterial will be sent well in advance to the
schools that the group will visit. Probably a photographic exhibition will
follow the children around as well as a part of the scenery for the stage—
programme on the 11th of june.

Radda Barnen is getting more and more involved in Southern Africa and I
think that a tour like this would be a good opportunity for the local groups
of Radda Barnen to get to know especially South Africa better.

It should be a culturalgroup — maybe some of the children will be the same
that were here in october — but it would be good if some of the children
have rather recent experiences from South Africa, which they also would be
able to speak about during the solidarityevening. I know that Knut Bergknut  



 

 

met some children with recent experiences when he visited Somafco two
years ago. Among them there were sisters and brothers who were sent away
from the Natalviolence by their parents.

The budget will include a group of eight children and one adult, travelling
with Aeroflot.

  

   

'ncerely

Magnus Be mar

Rédda Barnen

Box 27320
102 54 Stockholm

Tel. 08/663 00 00 or 08/744 21 89

 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

. MAKINSFREALITY

i CHMDREN"$
’ RHGHI‘S?

1
I Sfccxholm, June H — 12, 1989 . Foresto Conference Center

i

i
n

The purpose of this Conference

is to work out on action plan

for The implementation of the UN Convention

on The Rights of the Child

N

Ridd- Bamon 70wa
1918—1”!

Organizer: Rdddo Bomen, Swedish Save the Children



 

 

 

MAKING REAUIY OF CHILDREN'S RIGHIS?

PROGRAMME ' 3‘-

Sunday, June 11, 1989

10h00 Opening of the conference - Mrs Karin Séder
Chairperson of the
Executive Board of
Radda Barnen, Swede

10th The importance of children's rights Mr Ingvar Carlsson
Prime Minister of
Sweden

10h40 Keynote Speech I ?
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE:

A tool for the-implementation of the
UN Convention?

11h20 Keynote Speech II . Mr Tarzie Vittach
ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION! Journalist

A tool for the implementation of the
UN Convention?

121100 LUNCH

l3h3O Parallell Commissions in sessions

  

 

 

Session I Session II    
   

   

  

DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE: . ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION:

A tool for the implementat10n A tool for the implementation
0: the UN Convention? of the UN Convention?
    

      

 

Chairperson:
Mrs Wendy Rose
National Secretary
Save the Children Fund Australia

Chairperson:
Mr Hans-Christian Bque

Secretary General
Redd Berna Norway:

       
   
  

 

  

  

    
  
  

   

  
  
  

 

Rapporteur:
Mr Shep Harder
Executive Officer
International Save the Children A
Geneva

Rapporteur:

Mr Frank Fol:

Naczonal Director

Save the Children Fund

Canada

   
  
  

 

  

   
  
   
  
  
  

  

  Panel:
Mr Tarzie Vittachi
Mr Nigel Cantwell
Director Programme-
Defence for Children
International. Geneva
Mr Thomas Hammarberq
Secretary General
Ridda Barnen, Sweden

Panel:
???7?

Mr Andreas Fuqlesanq

International Expert on

communication, Redd Barna,

Colombo. Sri Lanke
Mr Eric Kibuka
Professor

Department of Sociology

Makererc University,

Kampala. Uganda

   

  
   

  
  

  

  

 

  
  
   
  
  
  

  

   

 

l7h00 Closure of Commissions

18h00 Dinner ’fl"WWMW~””#fl___«__MW“~_—._~emmm4. ~~-~\mwr
.“ «-mfla» mem«.-_ ‘

l19h30. SOLIDARITY EVENING Mrs Lisbeth Palme,;
’ for the Children of South Africa Chairperson of the;

? Swedish committee 3

kfie«~— for UNICEF /
wu~' .. ~ ‘ .__‘____._r V "N”“”"""“"“'~~~~ {_e____,v_and others
 

 



 

  

 

 

Monday, June 12, 1989

30 Speech Mr De§mond Tutu09h - Archblshop, Cape Town
South Africa

10h30 Keynote Speech III M; Ture Jansson ???
THE RIGHTS OF DISABLED CHILDREN titel???

llhOO Keynote Speech IV » Medica} Dr from
THE RIGHTS OF REFUGEE CHILDREN Afghanistan, .

Peshawar, Paklstan

llh30 Keynote Speech V Ms Elv%e Sahtos
THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN Execgtlve Dlrector
TO BE PROTECTED AGAINST Institu§e for thg

(( SEXUAL EXPLOITATION Protection of Chlldren
Manila, Philipplnes
Philippines

1.31100
((

l3hJ‘ 3hr .arai;:;; I;m:: *

  

   
    

Session III Session IV Session V

 

  

 

   
  

      

 

THE RIGHTS OF DISABLED CHILDREN

Chairperson:
M: James Banach

President
Save the Children USA

PROTECTION AGAINST SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

Chairperson:
Dr J Herman Blake
Chairperson of Save the Children USA

THE RIGHTS OF RBIUGZE CHILDREN

Ch-ixpcrlon:
Mr Nicholas Hintcn
Director General
Save the Children nu

Rapporteur:
Mr George Coliati.
Biocutivo Secretary
Save the Children Fund Malawi

   

   

   
  

  
       

 

  

    

   

  

     

 

   

  
éthcortenrx
Hrs sheila Kjflllfora (?)

 

 

    

  
    

  
  

 

    

 

  

  R ortonx: .

Hrs Annic: Yaccum;
.rctary General

1'   

    

  
   
    

  

 

   

 

Panel:
MI Elvin Santos
Mr ijrn Heltlund
Ropro-cntativo
Radda Barnen, Lima, Peru
H: 0v. Narveuon
Redd Burns, 0510. Norway
HI Elizabeth Jancq (7)

xthc Children Greece

     

   

    
  

  

Panel:
Mr Neil Boothby
Sav- chc Children Mozambique
Hodigal D: from Afghanistan,
PelhlVlr, Pakiutan

p :
Hr Turn Jéns-on (7)  

    
  

 

Hrs Padnnni Manda:

Radda Barnon Consultant

C ‘ who, Sri Lahka

Hf((:an Troggfla+ .

Head of Rohnbilxtatxon Dept
Hanoi. Viutnan fl

 

  
   

Dr Lara H Guntafalon
Ho-bcr of the Executive Board
of RKdd- Barnen

  

     

16h30 Summary of the International Mr Lars RonnésConference and recommendations Journalistfor action

l7h00 Closure
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R ortouz: .
Hrs Annita Yacoum;
S rotary General
‘ the Children Greece

   
Panel:
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Rldda Barnen, Lima, Peru
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Panel:
Mr Neil Boochby
Save the Childrcn Mozambique
Medical D: from Afghanistan,
Pcshavnr. Pakistan
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Riddn Barnon Consultant
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Dr Lars H Guntaf-non
Melba: ot the Executive Board
of R&dda Barncn

   

  

 

16h30 Summary of the International Mr Lars RonnésConference and recommendations Journalistfor action

17h00 Closure  



  
 

Han iir svai‘l. Aparlheid ~ ras-
élskillnaden i Sydal’riku - giir hn-

nom l'rén flidseln lill en andru

klassens miinniska. Ulan rlislrall

eller andra medborgerliga rallig-

heler. Slav l etl av virldem ri-

m: linder.
Han fir inle anvinda samma

sjukhus, skolor, taxi, ambulnns,

bole“, restauranger, loaleller el-

ler em samma kyrkogird som dc

vita. .

Frin l6 firs Alder mist: han
bin pass l sill egel land. Han
vel bur del kiinns niir lirgnsen

sticker I 6gonen. Han har upp-

Ievl skricken l apartheidpolisens

celler. Han liar skrikil ul smir-

tnn nir lorteraren flirt gummi-

mnskcn fiver hans ansiklc och

kopplal pi slrémmen.

Han vel.

_ Men han lrolsar skriicken och
?sigcr’:

Vi mkle bryla véra bojor. Vi
misle ha {rihel under vir livslid.
Amandla! Maklen at folkel.

Tcxlcn finns pa cn av skfinmma

i Grfibobibliolekel i Visby. Dar

hanger en ulsléillning mol apan—

hcid. Del air lSAK-vecka - v3rcns
kampanjvccka flit lsolcra Sydafri-

ka~kommillén. lkvall gar ell fuc-
kellég gcnom Visby lill Oslercenl-

rum, dfir en eld ska lindas och

brinna cll dygn som paminnelse
om dc svarlas kamp fér frihel och
 

Illilthlgu rnlllghclcr l smlu Am-
kll.

(Lillian BARNEN
Kunlpcn i ér gillcr friimsl bur-

ncn. ”Barn mol aparlhcid" hcler cn
kampanj som mAnga svcnska orga-
nisationer arbelar med. Fér ulsléll-
ningcn berillar all del éir bamcn
som lidcr mcsl: Fdrulom all dc for-

vigras rallcn all vara burn. all {a
vellig skolulbildning, SA slAs dc
blodiga bch mérdas nir dc proles-
lerar mot sill lands omfinskliga

samhallsyslem.

Under dc scnaslc anon mfina-

dcma bar 30 000 mfinniskor fangs-
lals cnligl undanlagslagama i Syd—

afrika - av dcm var nila halflcn.
cllcr 12 000, yngrc in [8 ar. Tu-
scnlals bamldbms lill fingclscs—
lraff, nyligcn démdcs en éllaAring
lill lva firs l‘zingelsc fbr slcnkusl-
ning. Ocksa barn i grannlénderna
drabbas - under dc sex lfirsla Arcn
pa I98CHalel dédadcs 530 000
barn i fronlslalema Angola och

Mocambiguc, cnligt Fst bum-

fond UNICEF.

l grannlandcl Tanzania hur dc

svarlas bcfriclserérelsc ANC.
African National Congress. en fri-

hclsskola. Barn frén dcn skulan

ska i bérjan av sommarcn komma

lill Slockholm och sjunga vid en "
konfercns Radda Bamcn och UNI-

CEF anordnar - en konfcrens med

Eldenbrinnet fér de svartaskamp
5 win: all skrivu cu humkonvcnliun

lilr IN. I .sunlhulid lllcd liCll kun-

i'crcnncn l'lnns dcl slurs: mlijlighc-

let all vi far lréifl'u dc ufrikunska

barncn pa GOlIand!

l GOTLKNDSKA SKOLOR
—— Dc vill bckanla sig mcd Svc-

rigc vockoma innan konfcrcnscn.

och jag har {All F(irfmgan om vi
kan la cmol gruppcn i lvA vcckor :

kring ménadsskiflcl maj-juni, bc-

rallar Kcrslin Blombcrg.

i

i

—— Blir dcl vcrklighcl kommcr

en grupp med Alla barn i “-12-

Arsaldcrn. Del ir en sAng- och

dansgrupp och dc kommcr i 53 fall
all be hos golléndska familjcr och

jag lar ledigl fran mill arbcle fbr

all Ilka runl mcd dcm i skolorua.

, — Skolorna fAr komma in mod

en f(irfrfigan om dc vill ha bcsék.

lag hudc lankl mig cll cllcr m

skolbcsék pcr dag, all barnen kan

fa upplra'da fljr dc gollindska bar-

ncn men all dc ocksb fa lilll‘a’llc all

Icka lillsammans. Och ska cn gol—

la'ndsk skola fa bcsbk far dc sludc-
ra Afrika innan, ségcr KerSlin.

Kcrslin Blombcrg ska lala i 03-
lcrccnlrum ikviill. och Allmfinna

sangcn sjungcr dir dcl Ml linds

som fer brinna cll dygn som pi-

minnclsc om dcn kamp som slln-‘

digl F(irs av dc svana i sédrn A(fl-h1
ka.

Eva Sjlisti'and,

 



 
 

Text: Elin Clason
Foto: Petita Onne

— Barnen héir i Sverige
har allt de behéver, séi-
ger Pholo, 11 ér, frén
Sydafrika.
- De har pennor,

videofilm, backer och
papper. Och de fér det
sé Ian. Vi saknar mycket,
speciellt backer, séger
hon.
L6rdagen och sanda-
en den 15-16 oktober

upptréidde Pholo och
hundratals andra barn pé
Barnfestivalen ”Kompis i
vérlden” i Folkets Hus i
Stockholm.

tillbringade Pholo och hen—
nes sju jéimnériga kamrater

frén frihetsskolan Somafco i
Tanzania négra veckori Sveri-
ge. De bodde i Gamleby i
Sméiand och besiikte skolor i
omrédet.

P5 Barnfestivalen dansade
de bl a stbveldansen, som de
sydafrikanska gruvarbetarna
brukar dansa. De léiste dikter

.ch sjéng om Sydafrika. De
’ §ffade ocksé Sara, Maria, Jo-

lsamband med festivélen

na och Anna frén Riidda
ydafrika-klubben i theborg

och sj6ng tillsammans med
dem en afrikansk séng. (Se
Barnen & Vi nr 2/88.)

Pholo fir fddd i Sydafrika.
Hon tvingades fly déirifrén till-
sammans med sin -mamma
och Ire fildre br6der. néir hori
var sex fir. ,
- ViboddeiSoweto. Mam-

ma blev fdngslad flera génger.
Till sist méste vi fly. Det var
inte bra att leva i Soweto. Men
det var Eindé svén alt léimna
sina kamrater. Jag fick inte 55-
ga adjb till dem innan jag for.

Pholos familj flydde fdrst
till Mocambique med tég.
Men efter cu halvér méste de
fly vidare till Tanzania. Den

22

 

  

K
De kémpar
mot apartheid

sydafrikanska regimen har
tvingat Mocambique an uivi-
sa poliliskt akliva sydafri-
kanska politiker déirifrén och
Pholos mamma kundc ime
stanna kvar diir.

—— Dérf‘dr kom vi liil Tan-
zania och Somafco, séigcr
Pholo.
P5 skolan Somafco gfir ca

1 000 barn frén Sydafrika. En
del av barnens FOriildrar har
tvingats fly frén Sydafrika tili-
sammans med sina barn. En
del barn har sjiilva varil poli-
tiskt akliva och f‘o'ri‘dljda och
mésl léimna sill hcmland ulan
sina i‘dréildrar.

Somafco
Somafco, som bciydcr Solo-
mon Mahlangu Freedom

 
College, har fétl sill namn ef-
Icr cn ung sydafrikansk geril-
lasoldal som avriittats av den
sydafrikanska regimen. Det fir
en inicrnaiskola, déir eieverna
bor och levcr kollektivl. Bara
nfigra av barnen har sina f‘dr-
iildrar d'air och kan trfiffa dem
p51 fi'ilid och helger.

Pholos mamma siuderar
ulomlands, men hennes bré-
der finns i néirhelen.
Gugu, som éir fddd i Tan-

zania, har sin faster pé Somaf-
co. Men hennes mamma
siudcrar sedan flcra 5r utom-
lands.

— Jag ira'ffade hcnne i som-
ras under tvé vcckor, séger
Gugu.
Khanyas Fdréildrar bor p51

Somafco, men hon lever findé

Sexavde sydafrikanska bamen
frén Frihersskolan Somafan i
Tanzania besékte tillsammans
medsin lé'rare Victor,
Ridda Bamens kontori
Stockholm fb'rsta dagen
de variSverige.

som de andra barnen pé inter-
natskolan.
— Jag skulle bli sjuk av lang-

tan efter min mamma, séiger
hon, om jag t ex skulle b0 i
Sverige.
Med pé resan till Sverige

var bamens léirare Victor. Han
arbetade som lirare i Durban i
Sydafrika, innan han‘av poli-
tiska skfil tvingades fly till
Tanzania. Som lfirare pé So-
mafco fungerar han ocksé som
pappa fdr barncn, eftersom dc
flesta barns pappor inte finns i
néirheten.

Bes6k frén Sverige
1987 besékte en svensk léirare
och tyé clever frén Abyskolan
i Gamleby Somafco. Dé fick
dc svenska bamen Hanna och
Cilla dela dc sydafrikanska
bamens levnadsvillkor. De
méste gé upp 5.40 varje mor-
gon och fita frukostbulle och
dricka ett glas vatten, som éir
Somafco-bamens morgonmél.
Fiirsta lektionen b6rjade 7.50.
Efter lunch, som mest bcstod
av ris och sis, var det siesta.
Pa kvéillen lfiste barnen liixor-
na till néista dag.

Abyskolan har i ménga fir
stétt Somafco med pengar och
material. Skoian saknar det
mesta, kund‘e dc svenska bar-
nen konstatera, néir de var déir.

Héir i Sverige har de sydafri-
kanska barnen bott i svenska
familjer och haft ”svenska fo’r-
Eildrar”. Dc har léirt kéinna
Sverige och svenska barn. Ge-
nom bes6k i 16 sméliindska

BARNEN & VI 9-88  



 
 

§kol01: izizi-i'ygucr i l'.- assmedia

Och dchzigande i ilen stora
Barnfestivalcn i Folkets Hus i

Stockholm har dc kunnat in-

formera om skolan Somafco i

Tanzania och om sydafrikans-

ka barns situation i sitt hem-

land.
— Boerrcgimen flingslar

- We; 1 mm

 

barn och misshandlar dem, si-
ger olo. Vi pratar om det i

sk . Varje dag lyssnar vi p51
nyheter frén Sydafrika och ta-
lar om vad som hint.

Sydafrika
Officiell sydafrikansk statistik

visar an mellan 1984 och

BARNEN & VI 9-88

 

 

1981» 11111 173 000 barn i Syd-
afrika suuit héiktade under
kortare och léingre perioder.
Tack varc de starka protester-

na frz‘in utlandet végar den
sydafrikanska regimen i dag
inte arrestera minderériga
barn i samma utstréckning,
som den tidigare gjort. Den

Barnen iSverige har
sé mycketsaker,
tyckerbade Gugu

(a och Pholo Iran

_ ilifST/W/g/ Sydafrika. De gérpé
intematskolan
Somafco i Tanzania,
efiersom deras
f6r§ldrar Ningats fly
utomlands.

sydafrikanska regimen éir
kéinslig fOr kritik utifrz'in.
Afrikagruppema i Sverige,‘

Barnéingsgatan 23, 116 41
Stockholm, tel 08/44 04 25,
har information om hur
svenska barn kan hjiilpa till i
arbetet mot apartheid i Syd-
afrika. E1

Ljuskullan
Lj'usstakc i jémsmide rm Rfittvik.

14 cm hég. Formgivare: Thomas Hellstrém.
Pris 60:— + porto, varav 20:— tillfaller Ridda Barnen.

Korrespondenskort med kurbitsmotiv
Design: Gesar Anitha Hansson.

Pris per férpackning innehéllande 5 dubbla kon med kuvert

15:— varav 10:— tillfaller Ridda Barnen.

Upplysning och ffirsfiljning

genom Ingegcrd Aslund, Bohmgatan 26, 795 00 Rittvik.

'Tel 0248—105 34. Postgiro 28 16 37-9.

Rédda BarnenY 
1 Korrcspondenskort ”Pilallé” av Gunnar Wallentin

Pris per férpackning innehillande 5 kort med kuvert
15:- varav 10:— tillfaller Ridda Barnen.

2 Korrcspopdenskort "I viintan pi storken"
av Alma Ohrstrém

3 Korrespopdcnskort "Min bamdomsby"
av Alma Ohrstrém

Nr 2 och 3 pris per férpackning innehillandc S kort med

kuvcrt 20:— varav 15:- tillfaller Riidda Barnen.

4 Korrcspondcnskort ”Gisakort”. Foto Olof Norrman.
Pris per férpackning innchillandc 5 kort med kuvcrt
17:50 varav 11:25 tillfaller Ridda Barnen.

5 Julkort "Lunds domkyrka" av Folkc Hallin

Pris per férpackning innehillande 5 kort med kuvert
30:- varav 20:- tillfaller Rfidda Barnen

Korrespondenskort "Siind dirt bréd..."
av Anna-Lisa Markby

Pris per férpackning i‘nnehfillande 6 kort med kuvert
50:-. Pris per styck 102-. Hcla bcloppct tillfaller
Ridda Barnen.

Porto tillkommer. Inbctalningskort bifogas.
Nr 1-6 férséiljcs genom Riidda Barnens Linsférbund i
Malméhus liin, G(‘iran Olsgatan 1, 21122 Malmi').

Tel. 040/97 5284. POStgiro 9468-0.

Réidda Barnen Y 
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THE DELMAS TREASON TRIAL

[Note: The Delmas Treason Trial was the longest running political trial

in South Atrica's history. It tocused on the activities or the United

Democratic Front (UDF), the largest organization in South Atrica opposing

agartheid by peacetul means. The convictions and harsh sentences delivered

made it a "crime" to participate or take a leadership role in the movement of

peaceful opposition to aeartheid.]
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BPCKGROUND

The Delmas Treason Trial was the longest running political trial in

South Africa's history. It involved, among others, four prominent leaders of

the United Democratic Front (UDF) , the largest organization in South Africa

opposing aErtheid by peaceful means. UDF played a crucial role in the

widespread boycott of the 1984 elections to the tricameral parliament, which

excluded Africans. The boycott was a catalyst in the nation-wide uprising

against the agartheid régime in 1984.

The trial focused on the activities of UDF and its role in the 1984

uprising. As such, it placed UDF on trial. The convictions and harsh

sentences delivered effectively made it a "crime" to participate or take a

leadership role in the movement of peaceful opposition to agrtheid.

THE TRIAL

In 1985, 22 black South Africans were charged with treason in what has

become known as the "Delmas Treason Trial". On 8 December 1988, four of them

were convicted of treason and sentenced as follows:

Patrick Lekota, the UDF Publicity Secretary (who had

already spent 6 years in the Robben Island prison)

- 12 years;

Popo Molefe, the UDF General Secretary - 10 years;

Moss Chikane, the Secretary of the UDF Transvaal region

- 10 years;

Tom Manthata, a senior employee of the South African

Council of Churches - 6 years.

Seven community leaders of the Vaal Triangle, an area which includes the

township of Sharpeville, were sentenced to five years imprisorment for

statutory "terrorism" in connection with the organization of a "stay away" and

a march to protest a rent increase of government owned houses. The march was

dispersed with tear-gas and gun fire.

Six of the seven leaders received sentences suspended for five years.

The other 11 were acquitted at various stages of the trial. The conditions of

suspension of the sentences of the six deprived them of the right to

participate in any political activity.

Unbridled violence had broken out on 3 September“ 1984. The South African

Government, in public statements before the trial started and during its

lengthy course, maintained that UDF was responsible for the violence. Most of

the organization's top leadership were arrested and put on trial in the Natal

Province. They were acquitted by Judge John Milne after the prosecution

conceded that it had no case.

The fate of those in the Transvaal turned out to be different. They were

brought to trial in the small village of Delmas, some 100 kilometres to the
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'east of Johannesburg and Pretoria. Unlike the Natal case, they were all
originally refused bail and spent about two years in custody. The three UDF
leaders were refused bail throughout, even though no less than five
applications were made on their behalf.

The Delmas Treason Trial was heard by Judge Kees van Dijkhorst and two
assessors, Professor Willem A. Joubert, an eminent academic lawyer and writer,
and Mr. W.F. Krugel, the President of the Regional Court in Pretoria. The
prosecution tried to saddle all the accused with being in conspiracy with the
African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) to overthrow the State by
violence. It led over 150 witnesses. The defence led over 130 witnesses
maintaining that the evidence to connect the accused with violent conduct was
false and that although they wanted to put an end to agartheid and establish a
non-racial democracy in South Africa, as did ANC, theirs was a peaceful
struggle. The record, together with the documentary exhibits, ran to over
40,000 pages.

The trial did not have a smooth course. Professor Joubert was dismissed
by the judge because he volunteered the information that he had signed a
Million Signature Campaign form stating his opposition to the racially
separated tricameral system which had left the African majority
disenfranchised. The defence countered that the judge had no power to do this
and in any event that he and the remaining assessor had to recuse themselves,
particularly as Mr. Krugel, the remaining assessor, was discovered to be a
member of Die Broederbond, a secret Afrikaner organization. Die Broederbond
was responsible for the formulation and execution of the very policies which
the accused and their organizations had vociferously opposed. The application
for the stopping of the trial was refused. The strained atmosphere in which
the trial was conducted became worse. The defence continued to plead in the
absence of Professor Joubert that the accused had done no more than protest
peacefully, that the violence in the country had come about as a result of the
frustrations of the majority of the population with the appalling local
conditions and the absence of political justice for the majority in the
country of their birth for no reason other than that they were black.

The trial was transferred to Pretoria in August 1987, to the very
courtroom in which Nelson Mandela and other leaders were convicted in 1964.
The interest of the public and the diplomatic corps increased as the trial was
drawing to a close. The convictions and sentences were criticized throughout
the world and were said to be a blow to peaceful extraparliamentary politics
in South Africa.

The case is to be appealed on various grounds, including: that the
dismissal of Professor Joubert was irregular; that the Judge unduly interfered
with the conduct of the case; that video and documentary evidence that was
presented was inadmissible; and that the evidence presented was not
trustworthy.

Calls have been made to all concerned to secure an early appeal and for
the accused to be freed on bail while the appeal process is taking its course.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The Delmas Treason Trial was the most important treason trial in
South Africa since 1961, when Nelson Mandela and other ANC leaders were tried
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and sentenced to life imprisonment. The outcome of the case was significant
both for the grounds on which the convictions were reached and the sever ity
with which the judge treated political dissent in a country where blacks
areexcluded from the political process. The judge concluded that "one can
comit high treason without violence". None of the three men who received the
heaviest sentences were found to have either planned, or engaged in, specific
acts of violence. The trial was essentially a trial of their ideas and the
legitimacy of their opposition. The verdict showed that even though the
régime has recently taken certain measures regarding detainees and political
prisoners, it is still unwilling to accept legitimate and peaceful opposition
to its aErtheid policies.

Reacting to the verdict, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Anglican Archbishop of
Southern Africa, said:

If this is treason, then I am guilty of treason ."

Reverend Frank Chikane, General-Secretary of the South African Council of
Churches, said:

"What shocked me in particular in the nature of the judgement is
that you are found guilty of terrorism for simply providing
leadership and for understanding the political situation in this
country."

Ms. Helen Suzman, Member of Parliament of the Progressive Federal Party,
said:

"The verdict' narrows the field' where peaceful opposition to
aErtheid can be played out."

The United States Embassy in Pretoria likewise said that the judgement
was:

regrettable because of its grave implications for those who are
committed to pursuing political change through political means."

As the three UDF leaders began their lengthy prison sentence, they
smuggled out a joint statement, which is a message of hope for South Africa:

"We view the present trial as an interim affair. Sanewhere in
the future lies a date when black and white South Africans will take
a second look at these moments of our history. They will evaluate
afresh the events now in contention and our role in them. And since
the privilege will belong to them, they will pass final judgement.
We are convinced that theirs will be contrary to the present one.
They will vindicate us."


