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DECLARATI ON OF THE CONFERENCE ON

THE FUTURE OF ADULT EDUCATI ON

I N SOUTHERN AFRI CA

31 JANUARY -- 03 FEBRUARY, 1989

HARARE ZI MBABWE

I nt roducti on

The African Association for Literacy and Adult Education (AALAE) in
conjuction with the International Council for Adult Education (lCAE) and
t he Zi mbabwe National Council for Adult and Non-formal Education

(ZNCAE) organi sed an international conference on ' The Future of Adult
Education in Southern Africa’ in Harare, Zi nbabwe, from 31 January to 03
February, 1989. This conference was the cul minating point of AALAE s
programre 'initiative in South Africa and Nam bia’ which has the

foll owi ng objecti ves:

(i) To bring’to the attention of adult educators in South Africa and Nami bia
AALAE as the pan African vehicle for NGOs and ot her organi sations

active in adult education.

(ii) To enable adult educators under apartheid to neet and exchange
experiences with those fromindependent Africa, as well as those from
further afield.

(iii) To explore areas of possible nutual exchange, cooperation and
solidarity.

(iv) To explore the desirability and practicability O a cooperation and
mechani sm for NGOs and ot her organi sations active in adult educa-

tion inside South Africa and inside Nam bia.

(v) To devel op a nechanismfor the active participation of South African
and Nam bian NGOs in AALAE.

The conference brought together 191 participants from 45 countries of
Africa, Asia, the Carribean, Latin Arerica and Europe. At |east 30 of those
were frominside South Africa and Nanmi bia, and the Liberati on Muvenents
out si de. The cgnference adopted the follow ng resolution as a call and
guide to follow )action by the participants, their organisations and the
wi der world. &
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Preanbl e

This was the first conference which brought together close to 200
adult educators comrmitted to the struggl e agai nst apartheid from

i nside South Africa and Nami bia, and adult educators fromthe

Li berati on Movenents, the Frontline States, the rest of Africa, as well
as participants from Asia, Latin Amrerica, the Carribean, North America
and Europe.

Partici pants cane together as a result of the changing attitude to
South Africa which now provi des space for selective boycott. The
Conference noted the inherent problens in a selective boycott but
nonet hel ess recogni sed the need to distingui sh between aggressor

and victim The Conference also believed that the probl ens associ ated
with a sel ective boycott can be mnimsed if AALAE undertakes the
initiatives in close consultation with the Liberation Mvenments and
their allies inside South Africa arid Nami bia.

The Conference affirnms that the resolutions which follow should be
interpreted as a guide and summons for action for participating.

i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons.

Rol e of AALAE

The Conference recogni ses AALAE as a rich and dynam ¢ point of
encounter for adult educators on the African continent and that adult
educators who are conmitted tothe struggle for a non-racial denocratic
society in South Africa and Nanmi bia stand to gain by becom ng part of
it. W accordingly call upon participants and participating organisations
to undertake follow up action in cooperation with AALAE at the

foll owi ng | evels:

Net wor ki ng and exchange within South Africa and Nam bi a,

Net wor ki ng and exchange with the Frontline States;

Net wor ki ng and exchange with the rest of independent Africa;
Participating in AALAE activities,

Net wor ki ng with the Regional Adult Education Mowvenents in Asia,

Latin Anerica, the Carribean, North America and Europe,

Participating in | CAE activities.

Acts of Solidarity

"Di scl osure of Foreign Funding Bill" in South Africa

We reject the "Disclosure of Foreign Funding Bill" that is to be tabled in
raci st South Africa which ains, anong other things, to cut off foreign
assi stance to organi sations within the mass denocratic novenents.

The passage of this Bill will nean that adult education work within the
progressive novenent which is heavily dependent on private funding
will be severely affected.
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in order to pressurise the racist South Africa governnment not to

i mpl ement that Bill, the Conference recomends:

that the content of the Bill be brought to the attention of all nations
through the Organisation of African Unity(QAU), United Nations (UN)

and other relevant bodies, in order that the Bill is condenned in the

strongest possible terns.

that Donor Agencies currently supporting adult education work in
South Africa and Nami bia be called upon to oppose attenpts by the
raci st South African governnent to block the flow of external funding
for this work. W urge that ifthe new "Di scl osure of Foreign Fundi ng
Bill" becones | aw Donor Agencies devise mechani snms to ensure

the continued flow of funds and that these Agencies be encouraged

to honour their commitment to adult education

Tl uConnel - sohu

that donor agencies be encouraged to support the Liberation
Moverrents and their allies working inside South Africa and Nam bi a
that AALAE and | CAE establish exchange progranmes within Africa

for representatives of adult education in the Liberation Mvenents
and their allies inside South Africa and Nam bi a

that AALAE and | CAE encourage and facilitate the exchange of
information and nmaterials between South African and Nani bi an

adult education organisations including the Liberation Mvenents

and simlar organisations in other African Countries.

that AALAE and | CAE encourage and facilitate the participation of
South African and Nami bi an adult educators, including the Liberation
Movenents, in their international events.

that the International Task Force on Literacy be requested to give
wor | d-wi de exposure to conditions in South Africa and Nam bia

whi ch hanper the pronotion of literacy work.

that AALAE and | CAE be requested to prepare and w del ydi ssem nat e

a report on the situation of adult education in South Africa and
Nani bi a.

that networks be established between NGOs inside South Africa and
Nam bi a, including the Liberation Myvenments and ot her countries.
that suport be given for the establishment of institutions wthin South
Africa and Nam bia for training and resource devel opnent in adult
educati on.



4.9 that sister organisations in Africa and around the world organize
traini ng courses and exchange programes for NGOs, trainers and
conmmunity workers fromw thin South Africa and Nam bia, including

the Liberation Myvenents.

4.10 that because ofthe inportant role that wonen play in the struggle for
i ndependence in South Africa and Nami bia, and since a |arge nunber

of them have very limted access to education, AALAE and the | CAE
initiate adult education progranmes which give special attention to
wonen.

4.11 that links be encouraged between NGOs in South Africa and Nam bia
and the Liberation Mvenents.

For Further informaction contact:

The Secretary Genera

African Association for Literacy and Adult Education

PO. Box 50768

NAI ROBI, Kenya.

Tel . 22391, 331512

Tel ex 23240



