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january 1990 - Volume 15 Number I
"What’s needed Isn’t
only politically ag-
gressive moviemak-
lng, but movies that
confront the real
adult world in whlch
politics Is one Impor-
tant component,
along with sexual
and psychological
turmollandeupho- F E A T U R E S
rid. . . ." A critic’s
manlfesto. p. 22
19 THE BENCHMARK By Michael Dorris
A new short story by the author of A Yellow Raft in Blue Water.
22 GROSS PROJECTIONS By Michael Sragow
Ten years ago Hollywood was home to a gutsy new creativity. Then .7
the film jammed. WhoTll fix the machine in the nineties? J
28 SPECIAL SECTION: HEROES AND HEROINES
Our Fourth Annual Awards
The leader of coal counttyTs Daughters of Mother Jones, and nine Mississippi’s voter righ
ts champ.
other hell-taisers youTll wish lived next door. SHE’S never ’05": cuse- P- 28
CONDOM CONUNDRUM By David Talbot
For the firet tlme 1n hlstory, advertlsmg lS bemg asked to save the Can rock ho" you? Fra
nk Zappa
A thousand world_WIthOUt Offendmg anybOdy’ on the Judas Priest trial. p. 9
points of "nighty
"WWW DEPARTMENTS
16 HOT SPOTS
, By David Bank and Peter Leyden
BACKTALK T ’j’ TTWe are like this? says a young Tibetan,
ls Randall Terry beyond rescue? Is Randy __ cupping his hands. sTThe Chinese are an
g ocean? Inside the crackdown.
Shilts tight about ACT UP? The readers
weigh in.
49 PREVIEWS
6 MOVEMENTS By Roger Wilkins Race on Madison Avenue; gender on the
George Bush is the lull before something. New York Times opinion pages; sex,
Whether that something is storm or sleep drugs, rock TnT roll, and guilt on Eric
is harder to figure out. Bogosiarfs mind; etc.
9 OUTFRONT 60 1619 EAST CROWLEY By Lynda Barry
The men who would be Quayle; Zappa New developments: Edna finds a roll of
on judas Priest; what the Bush and Haig film forgotten by her father, and finally
kids are up to in Nicaragua; and more. gets the picture.
How the world is
selling safe sex -
and mixed-up
morality. p. 38
Cover zllustmrion by Steve Hmdner
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W (labricl (iarrm Mdrquc/
A 1min Anwrimn iuumal dcvolcd
cwlusix’cly to Mexico and Cunlml America,
ruvoring polylim, culture, historv, archaeology
and tho environmcnt, nur articlw 1w (North)
American and Latin Anwrimn diplomats,
Scholars and u’ritcrs, sumotimux make nvws 1n
111L’N1’u’ )nrk 1I’m11’4(Augu518, 1989),
$20/year, $5/Samplc. ’10 order, plmsc write:
Musoamcrim, 11, O. 1km 42/21, San Francisco,
CA L14142-2721
Consider
by Investing in:
available Minimum mvestmem’ $250
To:
PAX WORLD FUND, INC.
224 State Street
Portsmouth, N.H. 03801
Name
Address
The wisdom of science,
the carmg of nature.
LEARN Tm: ARTS AND SCIENCES OF NATITRAL
u EALTII. Ncwly-oxpandod dcgrcc programs
include Nutrition. Oriental Medicine. Acu-
puncture and Naturopathic Medicine. Study
nalura1 110211111 scionccs including botanical
medicine, homeopathy. nutrition. counva
ing. physiotherapy and natural childbirth.
Financial aid availablv.
1)r1 Ron Hobbs
144-MJ N11: 54th B ASTYR
Seattle WAS)81()5 C O L L E G E
(206) 523-9585 NL-HUIMI III .41 III v IINI Is
CONCERNED?
A Peace Oriented Portfolio
PAX WORLD FUND, INC.
"The Fund endeavors through Its Investment objectives to
make a contribution to world peace. " - from the Prospectus
0 non-war related Industries
0 companies exercising pollution control
0 tirms with talr employment practices
0 international development
This 13 not a so1icitatlon 1n those states where the secunties have not been quaHhed
A prospectus containing more complete intormatlon about Pu World Fund.
including all charges and expenses. will be sent upon receipt at this coupon.
Read It carelully betore you Invest. Send no money.
Please and me a tree prospectus and intormation on Pax Wortd Fund.
PaxWor1d1s a nohload,diversi11ed mutual fund des1gnedfor1hose who w1sh to deve1op
income and to invest 1n I1fe-supportive products and serVIces IRA and Keogh p1ans
Regular Account
Send IRA Packet
Simplified Employer PenSIon Plan
403 (b) Pension Plan
MJ1 0
Ctty, State. Zip
’------------------
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INTERXk jet! Bounds, Rm Hurault. Chns
Norm, Karin Rarherr, Graham
Raymond. Kate Schcmman.
Ht’ldl Snyder. Cassandra Targm
FOUNDATION FOR NATIONAL PROGRESS
PREMIWXT Adam Hochschlld
DIRELTORS Tam Adam. Davud Assmann,
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Dcllums. Douglas Foster.
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NOW THE BEST MUSIC OFFER IS ON SALE!
GET8 -
COMPACT DISCS,
Don Henley The End 01
The Innocence 01064
Tracy Chapman: Crossroads 1 Freedom
Now. more, Elektra 42496
Soul II Soul: Keep On Movin’ ’ Title
song, Falrplay. more ergln 14823’
Love And Rockets ’ So AIIvee I Feel
Speed. others RCA 01083
Horowitz Plays Mozart ’ Conceno Not 23
In A; more DG Dlgnal 15436
Vein: No Respect ’ Secrets. No Respect.
1000 Degrees. Icy etc Island 73872’
Alabama: Southern Star ’ Song 01 The
South. title song etc FICA 00914
L. A. Guns: Cooked And Loaded ’ I
Wanna Be Your Man, etc Vertigo 64121
The Judds: River 01 Time ’ One Man
Woman, Young Love, etc RCA 01027
Randy Travis: Old 8110 ’ Honky Tonk
Moon. etc Warner Bros 00008
Ziggg Merle And The Melody Makers:
One rIght ay- Vurgm 54093
Beastie Boys: Paul’s Boutique ’ Hey
Ladaes, more Capxtol 53976’
Barry Manilow ’ PIease
Don’t Be ScaredHKeep
Each Other Warmy etc.
Arista 01049
Anderson, Bru1ord,
Wakeman, Howe ’
Brother Of Mine. etc,
Ansta 01115
K.T. Oslin: This Woman
Hold Me, Money more
RCA 00579
Madonna: Like A Prayer
’ TING smash, Ex ress
Yourself. etc Sire 1029
Bon JovI: New Jersey ’ I’ll Be There For
You. others Mercury 00516
22 Top: Atterburner ’ Woke Up th
Woodt etc. Warner Bros 64042
Billy Idol: Vltal Idol ’ Mony Monyy Whtte
Weddingy move Chrysalis 54038
Steve Slevens Atomic Pla boys ’ Power
01 Suggestlony etc. Warnev ros 84166’
Paul ShaHer: Coast To Coast 1 When
The Radio Is On, etc Capitol 74050’
PrInee: Batman
Tom Petty: Full Moon Fever ’ I Won’t
Back Down, Free Fallm’. etc, MCA 33911
Roy Orbison: Mystery Girl ’ Shes A
Mystery To Me Virgin 00842
The Traveling Wilburys: Volume One
Warner/Wilbury 00711
Debbie Gibson: Electric Youth ’ Lost In
Your Eyes. etc AtIantIc 00827
Pavarotti At Carnegie Hall 0 Songs by
Schubert. others London 019 15311
Ghostbusters II/Soundtrack ’ Bobby
Brown, RunAD M C t more. MCA 51964
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band: More Great Dirt ’
Warner Bros 00818
The Empire Brass: A Each Festival ’
Jesu, etc Angel DIgIIaI 64211
Amy Grant: The Collection ’ Stay For A
WhIIe, etc A&M 44643
Winger ’ Headed For A Heartbreak.



Seventeen. more Atlantic 00830
Rock, Rhythm 5. Blues ’ Ruck James,
EIton Johny Randy Travxs. more
Warner B(os 92499
Tone-Lec: Lec-Ed Alter
Dark ’ Wild Thing, Funky
Cold Medina. etc. DeIiCIous
01033
Please accept my trial membership
indicated here under the terms outlined In this ad. I agree to buy
year- and be billed for just one-haIf the regular Club price. After that. I can choose 3 
more hits Free!
(A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment.)
CASSETTES OR RECORDS
FOR
THE 8M ’
PRICE OF 4
...wi h nothing
more to buy e er!
Elton John: SIeepin With The P331
HeaIIng Hands. etc MC 10469
Bobby Brown: Don’t Be Cruel - Don’t Be
Cruel. Rom. etc. MCA 00621
Reba McEntIre: Sweet Sixteen ’ Cath ’s
Clown, etc MCA Digital 444 5
Eurythmics: We Too Are
One ’ Arlsta 63954’
The DoobIe Brothers:
Cycles ’ The Doctor. One
Chall’L more CapIIoI 73187
Perlman: French VIoIIn
Showpieces ’ New York Phtlv
/Mehta DG Dugltal 15457
Starship: Love Among The
Cannibals ’ Its Not Enou h.
The Burn. etc. FICA
White Lion: BIg Game ’ LmIe
thhter. Dmy Woman, etc Atlantic 30143
Anita Baker: Giving You The Best That I
Got ’ Good Love, etc EIektra 00586
Restless Heart: Big Dreams In A Small
Town ’ EIdoradoy etc FICA 24777
The Duke Elllngton Orchestra: Digital
Duke ’ Satin DoII, etc, GRP Digital 63356
Edie Brickell & New Bohemlans:
Shooting Rubber Bands At The 81ers ’
Gehen 00789
De1 Lepgard: Hysterla ’ Armageddon It,
De! Leppard: Pyromenle ’ Photo raph,
RockI Rock’. etc. Mercury 0402
DIrty DencIng/Orlglnel Mo1lon Picture
Soundtreck ’ RCA 82522
The Cult: Sonic Tempie ’ Fire Woman.
Sun King, etc. Sire/Reprisa 01015
Ronnie MIlup: Stranger
Thlnge Heve Happened
Houston Solutions, etc.
RCA 01028
Dolly Perton, Linda Ronetedt, Emmylou
Harris: Trio ’ Warner Bros. 4804
1
Enu" Z’Nutt ’ New Thing. H&High
Michelle. more. Atco 25
Elvle In Nashville, 1956-1971 ’ A B:
Hunk 0’ Love. etc, FICA 0083?
Barbara Cook: The Disney Album
MCA 00854
An’mal- 001911 em Mercury 00927 HeItetz: Decca melon, Vol. 2 ’ Summe-
Anne Murray: Greatest Hits. VOL 2 time, Deep River. more. MCA 00605
639nm 33332 KIrI le Kenewe Sin 3 Gershwln
Tom Jones: Move Closer ’ (I Can’t Get Summenime, more. AngeI igilaI 70258



No) Sattstactlon, KISS, etc Jive 10005
Kenny G: SIIhouelte ’ Tradewmds, mle
song, etc Ansla 00603
Poco: Legacy 1 Original Iine-u on Can It
Love When It All Began. etc. R A 54060’
-x---
in the BMG Music Service and send me the 4 hits I have
just one more hit within the next
M8361A BMG MUSIC Servxce 6550i 30m 51 IndianapoIIs 2h
4821951 194 TRADEMARKS USED IN THE ADV T ARE
PROPERTV OF VARIOUS TRADEMARK OWNERS
We reserve the nght to request addmonal Intormatton or reject any appIIcation. Limited to
 new members,
continental USA only. One membership per family. Local taxes. if any will be added.
Tesla: The Great Radio Controvers I SEND MY SELECTIONS
I am most Interested In the
Hang Tough, etc Gehen 0083 ON (Check 9119 only) followingvtype 0’ musIc-butl 1 EASY LISTE
NING (InstrumentaWocaI Moods)
George Strait: Beyond The Blue Neon ama ays tree to choose 2 COUNTRY 3 HARD ROCK
Tntle hit etc. MCA Dlgltal 01025 COMPACT DISCS" froghgrct $933HK
Chicago: 19 ’ Heart In Piecese I CASSETTES y 4 PQP/SOFT ROCK 5 CLASSICAL
Runaround, more Reprise 54404 RECORDS’
TWIN-SETS l mm W
Double the music count I THESE 4 HITS MRS
(Indicate by number); MISS Fcrst Name Inmal Last Name (PLEASE PRINT)
U2: Rattle And Hum ’ When Love Comes
To Town. more. Island 00596 I Address
The JImi Hendrtx Experience: Elecmc I
Ledylehd ’ Repnse 23352 City State Zip
Sung: Nothin Like The Sun ’ We’ll Be
Together, etc, &M 73965
DJ. J Jen A The Fresh Prince: He’s Telephone ( )
m 00. ’m The Rapper - lee 64134 ’ ma Code
Melanin: ...And Justice For All t One, 8’ t
BIackened, titte song, etc. Elektra 00478 I Igna ure
: Will Th Circle Be .
smfggygfffwmersal e 93543 ’ Members who select compact dlSCS will be servnced by the BMG 
Compact Disc Club; current BMG CD Club
DIrty Danelng Live In Concert . Hung? I members not eligible. FuII membership details wil
l IoIIow with the same10-day. no-obligation privilege
. A 010
Eyes, Yes. lots more RC I ’ Selections marked (’) not available on Record,
I



This Offer Expires Feb. 23r
GET
COMPACT DISCS,
CASSETTES OR RECORDS
9
FREEEODA
...with nothing
%
more to buy ever!
Guns N’ Roux: For
Dulructlon ’ Gehen 70348
Herb Alpert: My Abllrncl Hun - Wrsh
You Were Here, etc A&M 64339’
6000111: invIulbIo Touch ’ In Too Deep,
Tonrght Tonight Tomghr, etc. Atlantic 53740
PM! Collins: BusIov/Orlglnnl MoIIon
Picture Sdtrk. ’ Atlantic 00517
MeIlsu Ethoridgo: Bravo And Cruz
No SOUVQUITS. more Island 1050
Kathy Mann: Wlllow In The Who ’ TIUB
song. etc Mercury 60075
Jethro Tull: Rock Island ’ Krssrng While.
The Rattlesnake, etc Chrysalrs 73901
Tlnn Turner: Forelgn AH-Ir ’ The Best,
more wrnners CapIIoI 32900
Rum: SIngIbIe Songs For The Vor
Voung ’ ShoreIine 444
Expose: Who! You Don’t Know ’ When I
Looked AI Hum, etc Arrsta 00937
Paula Abdul: Forever Your GIrl ’ Shag?
Upo mIe smash, etc. Vrrgrn 009
TchIIkovsky, 1812 Overture; ’ Chrc
Sym/Solh. more London Drgltal 25179
Goorgo Benson: Tondorly ’ SIeIIa By
SIarIIghI, etc. Warner Bros 10762’
lec Praunu: Yo! MTV Raps . De La
SouII San N’ Pepa. etc. Jive 64407
The Glenn Miller Orcheura: In The
qulul Mood - GRP DrgrtaI 43293
The Cure: Dlolntogratlon ’ Lullaby.
PIainsongy Lovesong. etc. Elektra 01109
Clndorelln: Long Cold WInIar . G ps
Road. more, Mercury 11,7001
LIndl Ronstndl: Cry UK. A Ralnstorm
HowI LIkc The Wind 1 Elektra 52221
Black Sabbath: Heading Cross ’ DeVII
& Daughter. etc. IRS, Metal 50234
Blue Murder ’ ValIey 01 The Krngs, JeIl
Roll. etc Gehen 010
AppoIIlo
6% rowd-
Tolrs For Fears: The Seed: 01 Love ’
Woman In Charms, etc Fontana 33653
The Sound OI Music ’ Do-Re Mr, ng
Favome Thrngs. more RCA 000
JunoI Jncksonl Rhythm Nation 1814
I MISS You Much. more A&M 72386
Taylor Dayna: Cnn’l FIghI Fan ’ TrtIe
songy more Arlsta 01114
DnghI Yoakam: Buonas Nachos From
A Lonon Room ’ Reprrse 00009
Pops In Space ’ The Boston Pops/
WrIIrams. Phrlrps DIgItaI 05392
Jody WaIIey: Larger Than LIIe ’ Real
Love, Friends, etc MCA 01104
DIon: V0 FrankIe ’ King 01 The New York
Streets, etc. Arrsta 00825
FI.E.M.: Green ’ Orange Crush, Pop Son
89. etc Warner Bros 0071
KIngdom Come: In Your Face ’ Do You
Like It. etc Pondor 01093



Kenny Rogers: SomothIng lnsIdo So
Strong ’ Planet Texas, etc Reprise 82493
No" Diamond: The Jazz SIngcr ’ Love
On The Rocks. etc Capitol 32877
Stevie Nicks: The Other Side 01 The
MIrror ’ Modern 70946
Crosby, StIIIs. Nnh & Young: American
Dream ’ Atlantrc 00714
Start wlth
Fine Young Cannlbals:
The Raw And The
Cooked 01068
KoiIh WhIIle : I Wonder Do Vou Think
01 Me ’ Talk 0 Me Texas, etc RCA 33768
Sugarcubes: Here Today Tomorrow
NexI Week ’ Elektra 73922t
The Jets: Believe ’ You Better Dance
UnderAny Moon etc MCA 54453’
Becky Hobbs: All Keyed Up ’ Jones Orr
The Jukebox, etc RCA 53642’
Soundgarden: Louder The Love ’ Loud
Love. Ugly Truth Gun. etc A&M 54337’
Dr. John: In A SontImenIaI Mood ’ Black
Nrght, etc Warner Bros 42500’
Very Best 01 The Everly Brothers ’ Bye
Bye Love. etc Warner Bros 03826
Beethoven, Symo N03 9 (Choral)
Norrrngton conducts Ange! Drgrtal 00467
Holly Dunn: The Blue Rose 01 Texas
Warner Bros 10461
John Cougar Mellencamp: Big Daddy
Pop Singer etc, Mercury 80064
Michael Penn: March ’ No Myth HaIt
Harvest more RCA 83798
COMPACT DISCS, CASSETTES OR RECORDS
00’ m 0.1"!" II handling .1. WOW
Buy just
Then get
Enjoy for the prIce 01
smash hlt In one year’s tlme and
pay just he" the prlce 01 an album.
albums of your choIce.
just 1/2 an album.
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 5071
INDIANAPOLIS, IN
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE
BMG MUSIC SERVICE
PO. BOX 91001
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46209’9637
.1
NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES
. Not To Be Repeated In 1990!
- .,..:4
. ’1 rjwvm’h
TM 10,000 MlnIOCI: Bll
_ ,-
WI T ’ ..
211’ a
’5 Agut 0 .
F
n’.. 1
11111110011 III Loft
Jerry Loo Lowls:
Gm! Balls of
FIm/Ov .
Sdlk. Q4320



AND DON’T MISS THESE SMASH HITS
Fleetwood Mac: Graalost Hitxu ...300796
DIra Straits: Money For Nothing ,, 00713
Best 01 The Doohro Brothers 43738
Em: Chapton: Tima Piece: 23385
20 Year: 01 Jethro TuII ..... 00817
PoInIarSisterx: Graale:1HIts.. 53912
Hank Williams. Jr.: 61. Hits. Vol. 00840
Beach Boys: Endlax: Summsr. 23559
EauIes: Greatest Hils. Vol. 1 Z3481
Icehouse: GreaI Southarn Land 00935
James Galway: Greatest Hits 73233
Simon G GarIunIraI:Concar1 44006
Dolly Panon; Graalosl Hi1: .. 14090’
The Moody Blues: Voices In 53900
Done ISinatra: AII Time Hits, Vol. 1 Z4462’
Kiss: mashes, Thrashas And Hi1: .. 00736
Alabama: Greatest Hi1: .....
Elvis Preson: 18 No. 1 Hit:
The Sun SIory
The Polica: Every Breath You Take ..
Dave Grusin: Collection
Steve Winwood: Chronicles ,.
Tanya Tuckar: GraaiesI Hi1: .V
Diana Schuur: Collection ..
Waylon Jennings: Now Classic Waylon.
Willie Nelson: AII-Tlma GI. Hit:
Pals Cline; 12 Games! Hits
The ars: Greatest Hits .....
Air SuppIy: Greatest HIts
Classic Old a Gold. Vol. 1.
Stiller Brothers: Greatest
Best 01 The Chipmunks
HERE’S HOW TO GET YOUR SAVINGS.,.
You agree to buy onIy 1 moro hut
nttr lrI rrs-outhmnonmoo
gigaro gt; r I r n (whrch are usually
- or tapes or records $14 98-
515 98 for compact dlSCS and take up 10 one
I II r to do It Then you can take another 3
hrts kgEE Thats 8 smash hrts Ior half the once
youo exoecI to pay for just 1. great hit and
theres wthmg mgr: to v r’ But hurryI
Thrs IanIasttc oWer exprres e ruary 23rd It’s
avarlahle Ior a Irmrteo trme em and erI
ahsolutety not be repeated agam In 1 90I
1 Its all up to
you’ You buy what you want when you want It
You’ll
recerve the Club’s exclusIve magazrne about
every three weeks It erI Ieature the Mam
Selectron m your tavorrte musrc category pIus
hurroreds 01 other hrrs-many at speotat bargain
prrces In all youIl have 19 convenient. shop-
at-home oooortunmes a year And as a member
In good standing you need not send monex
when you order we’ll bill you later I
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April 22, 1990
What on Earth will you he doing?
Twenty years ago, 25 million people made
history. That first Earth Day led to important
Changes in environmental policy, here
and around the world. Yet the forces
destroying the environment have
moved faster than we have.
T()d;1y.()ur global environment
is (m the edge of destruction. /
Global warming. ozone depletion
toxic wastes. decimated rain forests.
oeezm pollution. Our best scientists
say the next decade is absolutely crucial
to our survival. 80. we need more thzm
a day. We need :1 decade. Ahd, Earth Day
1990 Will begin that decade of commitment
for everyone who lives on this planet
And that mezms you. You must commit to
:1lifestylethzltnmkes sense for the environ-
hx ment. And more. Right now, people 1111
/ x over the world are organizing :1 new
campaign for Earth Day 1990... zmd
the decade beyond From huge
IOX urban demonstrations to cum-
h pus teach-ins. from planting :1
’x/ lvilliontreestonrgzmizing10.000
/ recycling cumpzligns. from 21 world-
wide media net to organizing small
/ town parades. You need to get inf
m volved today. Write. 11nd we will send
you information on whzu we’re (101115;, and
how you can get imnh’ed. This is the fight
the humzm I’zlee cannot afford to lose.
Name I’m sending a check for: I
Address $25 $50 $150 $
City Send to: Earth Day1990, PO Box AA
Stanford University. California 94305 (415) 321-1990
_______________ _J
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No Rescue for Randy
I just finished reading the article on Randall
Terry (IIWhere Did Randy Go Wrong?"
Nov. 89), and I want to thank Terry for
helping me make Lip my mind.
On the issue of abortion I have been pret-
ty much middle-of-the-road. However, after
reading, the article, I have become a firm ad-
vocate of choice for women. I am non-
plussed at how a pin-brain like Terry (who
commits yet one more crime in the name of
religion), a man who has never been nor ever
will be pregnant, feels such a strong desire to
tell women what they must do with their
bodies. As Florynce R. Kennedy once said,
lllf men could get pregnant, abortion would
be a sacramentfa
No one can deny Terry the right to Choose
sides. He cannot, however, abrogate that
right for others. I question both his motives
and his sincerity. I do not believe that he
worries much about the fetus.
Question: In the article there is a reference
to a protester who punched a pregnant clinic
worker in the stomach; as a result, the wom-
an miscarried several weeks later. I would
like to know what happened to the puncher
who, in fact, committed murder by Terryls
standards.
RICHARD OLSEN
Madison, Wisconsin
Editorls Note: The man was arrested and
pleaded guilty to charges of trespassing but
not assault. The district attorney dropped
the assault charges, and the clinic worker,
due to a certain amount of harassment and
other personal reasons, decided not to pur-
sue the matter.
Thanks to Susan Faludils in-depth exposure
of the heinous Randall Terry, people across
the United States will finally get to see the
plain truth behind this paltry, vile creature.
Having personally witnessed Terry and
his fanatics harassing women and men who
have sought safe and legal abortions, I am
glad that finally a story has disclosed the
IItrueIi Terry as an odious person who ab-
hors women, gays, liberals, and all those
who differ even slightly from his demented,
narrow view of life.
Although most of America first heard of
Terry through the national news, we in Bing-
hamton, New York, who have known him
liintimatelyll for years, are cognizant of his
rhetoric and actions. It is not at all easy to
hoodwink us.
HOWARD FISHER
Vestal, New York
I am a young college graduate trying to keep
up with all facets of contemporary thought.
I sympathize with many of the causes that
4 MOTHER JONI:S/JAN. 1990
Motlyerjones promotes. Yet I was extremely
disappointed with the content and tone of
Susan Faludils article about Randall Terry.
My disappointment began with Faludi’s
perplexing description of the city of
Rochester and western New York, and
culminated with her disparaging attitude to-
ward strong religious belief. Honestly, I was



shocked to find such a slanted tone in what I
had thought was a respected, intelligent
magazine.
I will continue to read your magazine for
the duration of my subscription. I want to
keep abreast of every viable point of view.
Yet if Mother jones consistently contains
slanted, almost insultingly one-sided arti-
cles, I will hnd another magazine.
jOHN A. KNAB
Washington, DC.
Randall Terry has the nerve to compare his
iiworkli with the work of SNCC volunteers
in Selma in 1965? Susan Faludi hits the
proverbial nail smack 0n the head when she
says that that comparison has its problems.
The students in SNCC and their support-
ers fought for nearly a year and a half to help
secure basic human rights for all Americans.
Randall Terry and his gangs are lighting to
subvert basic human rights for more than
half of the American population.
I grew up in Selma, and it is there that I
developed the sense of justice and injustice
that has gotten me involved in activism. It is
there that I was valedictorian of my high
school class when I had to have an abortion.
I am now working with a fledgling coali-
tion of college students at universities across
the South, protesting and lobbying for
choice at the local, state, and national levels.
Faludils excellent article showed me the ne-
cessity of such work-for the First time, Ilve
had a close, frightening look at what we are
up against.
KIMBERLY M. BARTLETT
Southern Students for Choice
’Iiuscaloosa, Alabama
Thank you for Susan Faludils excellent piece
of writing. She was able to explore possible
motivations behind the Ilsuccessll of Randall
Terry types in their vehement put-down of
all women. Terry and his ilk are truly evil
and, as Faludi repeatedly shows, ultimately
pathetic.
I copied this article for the other members
of the Northern New York Planned Parent-
hood board that I serve on. It is good to
know what we are dealing with.
SALLY C. WALLACE, R.N.
Ogdensburg, New York
First Rolling Stone, then Mother! Randy
Terry no more deserves Mfs cover than Dan
Quayle does. Terry and his cohorts at Oper-
ation IIBullW live for publicity like this. Per-
sonally, I think he should be shunned. Of the
two Randys in your November issue, Randy
Shilts deserves our attention. He continues
to challenge and enlighten us about what
living with AIDS is all about.
BARBARA COYLE
Ulster, Pennsylvania
In Conference
After reading Randy Shiltsls article IIThe Era
of Bad Feelingsh (Nov. a89), I found that it
makes everyone look like fools_scientists
and activists alike. It overlooks a basic prem-
ise: both groups consist of dedicated indi-
viduals with a common cause-giving their
time and energy to light a deadly disease-
albeit with different politics and ideals.



I also take exception to the remarks that
refer to the researchers as smugly drinking
wine, a la Marie Antoinette, while foolish
activists stormed the gate.
Perhaps the activists do expect too much
too soon_no one can dispute that research
and development of drugs and vaccines are
lengthy processes. Leukemia is a prime ex-
ample of this, with a thirty-year time frame
from killer to curable. But perhaps the scien-
tists expect too little too slowly.
I agree with Dr. Broderis assessment; lefs
allow the scientists to make discoveries and
get the results to the public. A research con-
ference is held to disseminate information,
not to deal with the entire AIDS story-
many other forums and conferences are
available for that purpose. However, we
should welcome the activists to all gather-
ings, to remind us, to prod us, and to inspire
us not to be obstructionists in the fight
against AIDS.
JUDITH s. jOHNS
Executive Director
Howard Brown Memorial Clinic
Chicago, Illinois
Editor’s Note
Weld like to express our appreciation to
readers who telephoned or wrote in the af-
termath of the 7.1 earthquake that rolled
through San Francisco last October. The
quake bit as we began our work on this is-
sue. Though windows and nerves were shat-
tered, and our work was delayed, staff
members and their families made it through
without injury or the loss of their homes.
Thanks for your concern.
Write your Mother. Send your reactions and sug-
gestions to Backtalk, Mother jones, 1663 Mission
Street, San Francisco, CA 94103. Please be sure to
include your name, address, and daytime telephone
number. We reserve the right to edit letters. 5



Social Responsibility
and
Investment Performance
1BEARNASSUS FUND
Parnassus is a mutual fund that invests in companies that practice corporate
social responsibility. We like companies that treat their employees well, are
sensitive to the communities where they operate, have good affirmative action
policies and think that environmental protection makes economic sense. At the
same time, we avoid investing in companies that manufacture weapons, pro-
duce alcohol or tobacco, are involved with nuclear power or have operations in
South Africa.
We also go against the established wisdom of Wall Street by following a
"contrarian" policy of investing in stocks that are out of favor with the financial
community and, therefore, undervalued. We hope to achieve above average
returns when these out-of-favor, but financially strong companies bounce back
from adversity.
If you’re interested in learning more about the Parnassus Fund, call us at
(800)999-3505. We’ll send you back a free prospectus and other information
(800)999-3505
1iHDixRN/xssus FUND
244 CALIFORNIA STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94111
Please send me a tree prospectus (ontaining more complete information on
the Parnassus Fund including sales (harges, management tees and expenses.
I will read it (aretully before I invest or send money.
D Please send IRA information.
l
l
l
l
l
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l
l
I
Name:
City: State: Zip:
Daytime Phone:
Call (800) 999-3505
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VEMENTS
By Roger
l/Villzins
Before the Storm
Y ROUTE TO WORK IN THE EARLY DAYS OF
the Kennedy administration took me
through one of the loveliest national
parks in the country. I would pass the
Tidal Basin near the serene Thomas
Jefferson Memorial, embankments of flowers and
stands of japanese cherry trees, the Washington
During Bush’s
first year, the
world was changed
fundamentally by
events occurring
in Warsaw,
Budapesl, Tokyo,
and even Pretoria.
Monument, and catch a glimpse of the
imposing, Lincoln Memorial. l was
young then and awed by those daily
sights-nntl by the spirit in Washington.
In jFKls days the city exuded L1 sense of
potency and possibility. Many of us who
lived here even believed that the govern-
ment could meet all its challenges and be
molded into a powerful force for good.
But during the first year of the Bush
presidency, the world was changed fun-
damentally by events occurring in Wnt-
saw, Moscow, Budapest, Tokyo, and
even Pretoria, while Washington re-
mained afflicted by a bipartisan dither.
While leaders of other countries restruc-
tured their economies, Washington continued to
mismanage ours, trying to hide the price of the
savings-and-loan catastrophe the way my older
daughter used to place broken dolls under her bed in
hopes that darkness would heal them.
6 M()’I’HI-.R joNis/iAN. 1990
The president huffed and
puffed but couldnT blow
Noriegas house down. This
is not to suggest that l yearn
for a return of the Oval Of-
t lice cowboy mentality that
produced the Bay of Pigs,
the Vietnam War, and Gre-
nada. I simply wish that
when our government acts
with restraint that it be the
result of deliberation and
decision-not a foul-up.
While the president falls
short on his "vision thing?
the Democrats continue to
flunk the test of providing
creative opposition. Bush
has given us no grander
View of the future than
t’kinder. gentler" and a
llthousand points of light?
Even when problems are
shoved his way, he flops. With the drug war and
educational needs stating him in the face, the presie
dent blinks and slinks away, hobbled by his own
hatebrained pledge of no new taxes.
Meanwhile. Senate Democratic leader George
Mitchell continues to act as the incredible shrinking
senaton his party haying booted the opportunity for



Ll real debate oyer capital gains taxes. Nor have
Democrats had much sensible or stirring to say
about Eastern Europe. the crisis in medical care, the
condition of our cities or the future of our children.
And it seems that the rest of us are only holding
our breath. For the middle class, conditions have
been pretty fair for the past few years. But there are
bad straws in the wind: income levels stagnating for
most of the past two decades, people finding new
and damaging ways to drug themselves, govern-
ments inability to deal with the mounting national
debt, racism resurfacing in even more intractable
forms, and the dangerous decay of our social ser-
vices. Yet our political leaders-nnd we ourselves-
hesitate to net.
When individuals encounter problems that re-
quire courageous and dramatic changes in their be-
havior and in their lives, many freeze, beset by
monumental denial or paralyzing terror. From our
own lives,;1nd from observing those closest to us, we
know that some can overcome their fear and slash
Illustration by Victor’lu/msz



Hemi ngway
at the 1940
price, $2.75
Call 1-800-545-8112 today.
The original editions of
Hemingway, Fitzgerald,
Faulkner, Steinbeck,
available again,
only from The
First Edition Library
Examine your first volume
for 10 days. free
’ou’ll receive For Whom the Bell Tolls as
o r introduction to The First Edition Library.
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m
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You Don’t Have to Be Jewish
. . . to read and love TIKKUN Magazine
TIKKUN recently won the Utne Reader Award for the best essays on poli-
tics and culture of any American magazine. No wonder. . . with authors
like Woody Allen, Annie Dillard, Abba Eban, Judy Chicago, Marge
Piercy, David Mamet, Michael Walzer, Todd Gitlin, Christopher Lasch,
Carol Gilligan, Leslie Epstein, Czeslaw Milosz, Amos 02, Jessica Benja-
min, Phillip Lopate, Mary Gordon, Vivian Gornick, Jay N eugeboren, Ste-
phen Mitchell, Milton Viorst, Allen Ginsberg, Arthur Waskow, Robert
Bellah, Comel West, Barney Frank, and Francine Prose. TIKKUN has
become the voice of a new generation of intellectuals and activists-
committed to progressive social change but willing to critique the
accepted dogma of the liberal/left, at times even critiquing positions
you read in Mother Jones (D Our analysis of American politics, our fic-
tion and poetry, our reviews of books and film, are exciting, unpredicta-
ble, funny, and full of life.
There’s another reason to subscribe. TIKKUN was started as the
alternative to Commentary and the voices of Jewish conservatism . . . its
editor Michael Lerner has become the most prominent critic in the US.
of Israeli policy towards the Palestinians. Subscribing is an act of solidar-
ity-a vote in support of those in the Jewish world who are willing to
take on the Jewish establishment. Even if you’re too busy to read
another magazine, you can afford $25 to keep this voice alive!
And TIKKUN is creating a unique community. At its Los Angeles
conference (Jan. 20-21, 1990), hundreds of activists and intellectuals will
gather to discuss everything from the psychodynamics of American pol-
itics and the ending of the cold war to how secular Jewish intellectuals
deal with their Jewishness and how to support the Israeli peace move-
ment. Subscribe to the magazine . . . and call us also about registering for
the conference.
In the Next Issue:
Woody Allen on Reflections of
a Second Rate Mind
Benny Morris on Rethinking
Zionist History
Ruth Rosen on Barbara Ehrenreich
Michael Lerner on the Enlighten-
ment’s Legacy in the 19905
Plus a Debate on the Causes of
Schizophrenia and an Analysis
of the New Situation in
Germany and Eastern Europe
Sven Birkets on Violence
Sidra Ezrahi on the Israeli
Response to Non-Violent
T . . . t
acties by halestimans Robert Blauner on Racism in the
Katha Polllt on Abortion 19905
Yirmiyahu Yovel on Spinoza
TIKKUN: The cultural and political magazine
for the 19903. . . and a perfect gift!
One year (six issues) subscription cost: $25.00. Send check or Visa/Mastercard
information to TIKKUN, 5100 Leona St, Oakland, CA 94619, or call
1115-4820805 to subscribe or to register for the LA. Conference.
into unknown territory in which they hope
to find salvation. Slaves dashing into the
woods to begin their journey north and Eu-
ropeans boarding teeming vessels to cross an
ocean and join a nation of strangers success-
fully subdued this fear.
Small, cohesive groups also often act de-
cisively, even when faced with overwhelm-
ing odds. When the Montgomery Improve-
ment Association organized the bus boycott
in 1956, for example, it did so against a
backdrop of entrenched and sometimes vio-
lent resistance. But bravery in the face of
uncertainty and unraveling security are not
in the character of large groups, of politi-
cians engulfed by the tedium of a demeaned
politics, or of nations guided by the instincts



of people barely coping with the anxieties of
daily life. Most people are not brave. Most
of Europeis impoverished population de-
clined the opportunity to start a better life in
the United States in the early 19005. And
most people are not wise enough to reason
beyond the insistent sensations of the imme-
diate t0 intuit both the present danger and
the means of dealing with it.
In our large democracy, the voices of the
brave are smothered by the fears of the cau-
tious and the blindness of the pedestrian.
Most of us prefer to do nothing and hope
things will come out all right on their own.
The politics of pregnant times have been
shaped by low common denominators.
Before the Civil War, we elected leaders
such as Zachary Taylor and james
Buchanan, and before the Depression came
Calvin Coolidge and Warren Harding.
Should we be comforted then by the thought
that our democracy has always risen to chal-
lenges-and that a Lincoln or FDR is proba-
bly waiting in the wings?
I wouldnlt bet on it. Those two heroes
rode to the rescue before television mini-
aturized our attention spans and trivialized
our politics. john F. Kennedy used television
as his tool, but in the quarter of a century
since then, the medium has spawned an in-
dustry of ad people and image handlers who
have turned presidential nominating con-
ventions into studio shows and candidates
into commodities. In televisionls thrall, we
have become passive consumers of the
events of our times.
So as I drive through my hometown these
days, I still enjoy the memorials t0 jefferson,
Washington, and Lincoln as much as ever.
But I know itis not the same. Does our de-
mocracy retain its resilience? Or could it
possibly be that the passivity and the inepti-
tude of Bushis first year is not the same old
paralysis before the storm, but rather a re-
flection of the contemporary American
character as shaped by the television era?
Stay tuned. D



Quayle
Wannabes
While Number _
No works hard
to keep his Iob,
Kemp wants It
known: He’s no E FINDS EARTHQUAKE-STRICKEN SAN
10h" L9""o"’ Francisco a itheart-rendeting sight?
He hails the anniversary of itNeil
Armstrong and Buz Lukensi, landing
on the moon. til ttyf, he says, bto get through Time
and Newsweek and US. News, but its much more of a
jumpy type thing? His favorite movie, he tells us, is
Ferris Buelleris Day Off. In short, Dan Quayle seems
to be doing his job-making Bush look smart and
presidential by comparison. And yet others
A" "’ey are already running hard for the 9?. VP slot:
, A hopeful Wisconsin Governor Tommy
are saying, Thompson began courting the president early
. , on: bAs the Reagan presidency ends, it is time
’5 give us for the Bush pregnancy to begin? And Iowa
State Representative Charles Poncy knows a
b’ dm’ue’ dark horse needs a fresh issue: hWhat really
causes marital abuse is small families. If all women had
a lot of brothers, this would never take place? William
Photographs by T. Westenberger/Sygma (Quayle)
and Max Winter/ Picture Group
Bennett is the decapitate-drug-dealers candidate:
bThereis no moral problem there. I used to teach ethics
-trust me? Florida Governor Bob Martinez hangs
just as tough: Should condemned inmates be killed by
lethal injection instead of electrocution? til think the
current system, to me, is acceptable.v Distuncing him-
self from the pack, top challenger Jack Kemp wants it
known that heid stand up to Bush, especially when the
president makes reference to john Lennon: uThat is
embarrassing, to have a Republican talking about
iGive peace a Chancef ,i
Not to say that Quayle hasnit carved out his own
themes: bl believe we are on an irreversible trend
toward more freedom and democracy-but that could
change." And he owns the space thing: bMars is
essentially in the same orbit. Mars is somewhat the
same distance from the sun, which is very important.
We have seen pictures where there are canals, we
believe, and water. If there is water, that means there is
oxygen. If oxygen, that means we can breathe?
While the fight for her husbands job heats up,
Marilyn Quayleis keeping up a brave front, sort of:
uiDani was ready to take on the world and do great
things, and it never dawned on me that he would not
accomplish great things? The vice-president himself,
though, is unfazed: "I consider myself a very strong
person? Quayle declares, .iso having people around
who ate my equals doesnit bother me? -Am’ta Kat:
JAN IQgOiMOTHER j()NI-.S 9
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Judas Prlosl in
mid-throsh:
Their musk is
headed for Irial.
Heavy
Meddle
UDAS PRIEST KILLS. So SAY THE PARENTS
oI NeVada teenager james Vance, who
shot himself after a six-hout session of
drinking beer. smoking pot, and listening
over and over to the heavy-metaI head-
hangers album Stained Class, Vance lived.
but 11 suicide pact partner who also shot
h1mseIIdied.VaneeIs parents partly I1111111e
suhIiminaI messages buried in the
11Ih111n7s tracks. and theVIre taking
Indus Priest to court this IuIV’. The
deIend1111ts arenIt commenting.
Zappa: "Disco
killed more
I11snIt the band, as the Vances argue. so-
ciaIIV’ irresponsible by marketing albums
with overt death references to 11 suicide-
prone audience? "Do you want to know the
real Itee1111ge1V’oung 11d11It1’ suicide st11tisties?"
says Zappa. "TheV’IV’e gone down since 19"_.
This leads us to 1111 inese11p’11hIe conclusion.
What WCFC theV Iistemng to in i"? Disco.
Disco kiIIed more people than he’11V’V’ 111et11I
ever will."
The Vanees 11ttotneV’ e11IIs the s11it11 prod-
11etIi’11hiIitV’e11se.not’11 I5itstA111e11d1ne11t
issue. S11V’s Z111111111II011e eonId e11siIV argue
that if the patents are VVJIIIIIIVI pio
teetion from dangerous products.
VV’I1V’11retI1eV’ ’11II11VV’i11gtI1eI111Isto
drink heer? And there ought to he
Frank Z11pp’11is. people "m" 11s1iit11g11i11sttheII.S.goVernn1ent
"This," he oIIers, "is complete Iornot111te1dietingtI1e 1111111111111111
I111IIshit. It has heen demonstrated heavy me... " tI1eV VV’ere s111oking. I tI1111I1tI1e
rek
.
th’11tV’oue’11ndoI11111I1V’st11IIiI1V’1511-
11I 111e1I111111top11t’11suhIiminaI message in.
II111t s prettV eIe11r-e11t hee1111se Vou C1111 t11ke
11p1eeeoIIiI1n 1111dV’o11e1111 Iook11tit11ndVo11
e1111 see ok’11V, 11t Ir11me tVV’entV- eight tI11r1 s
0111 Ir’11111e oI ’11 (1)011 ( oI11 s1g11. But how do
Von do tI111t1n 11 record? Z11pp11,11111usie111
production whiz, douhts the human ear can
detect the V’erV’ IoVV’ IrequeneV’ or garbled
sound bites the V1111ees11IIege11re suhlin1in11Is.
But he VVOFFICS:III1HIIx we might h11Ve 11
judge who might not he aware of the tech-
111e11IitiesoItrVingto in1pI11nt111ess11ges 111 11
record."
10 MOTHhR IoNis/mrs. 1990
;1I1.1I1ilitV I1ee’1111se he I11IIed himseII
with his I11tI1erIs g1111.I VV’o11Id s11V more
d111n11g1 I111sI1ee11done1111tern1soIpthho-
logical n1odiIie11tion to the I111 1111s oI the
Vo11tI1oI:X111erle11 Irom the II.S.seI1ooI sV .s-
t1n11111dIromteIeV1sione11111geI1sts.
IrV111g this 11s 11pr1xI11etIi11hiIitV e11se
doesnteonee11Ith1eI11ettI1’11tVV’I111tII1eV 1e
re11IIV M is to eontroI the eontent oI poleI11r
music snaps Z11pp11 VVI1o11ddstI111tVVI1111 It
eoInes to 1e11ehi11g11 11111ss 1111d1enee the oan
medi11Vou stiII I111Ve11eeesst1) VVhete V1111
eonld express 1111 11Iter1111te point of V ieVV’ is



on ’11 phonograph record." s/eff Bounds
Unreliable
Sources
ITA BRAVER IS TRYING
on William Grays
shoes, and theV’Ire 11
little uncomfortable. At a key
moment in last springs congres-
sional vote for House majority
whip, CBS correspondent
Braver reported that justice De-
partment sources assured her
"the FBI has opened 11 criminal
investigation into financial deal-
ings inV’oIV’ing Democratic
Representative WiIIiam GraV oI
I)hiI11deIphi11."The next night
Braver quoted more unnamed
sources saying that the FBI was
looking into the possibilitV’ that
(iraV’ put on his paV’roII people
who did no work. Braver as-
sured V16W6r5 that her sources,
again unnamed, were "abso-
IuteIV’ adamant that Ithe Ieak of
the stoth was not poIitieaIIV
111otiV’11ted" 11nd that "the timing
was strietIV eoincidentaI."
Weeks I11tet. AttorneV’ General
Riehatd Thotnhnrgh made it
eIe11tth11t GraV’ was neV’et the
t11rget of the 111V’estig11tion 11nd
h11d heen IUIIV’eoopemtiV’e1
CITJV was elected
VV’h1p despite the
false hut pote11ti11IIV
d1111111g111g tumors.
VIeII Cohen of the
watchdog group
Ii11itness 11nd Ae-
e111’11eV’ 111 Reporting
I111s ehdtged th11t 41.
B 111V’e r VV’111s too CBS’S Ri’a Braver
quiek to p111sso11 tumors pI11nted
IVV’ secret soutees VV’1th111 politieJI
111.:e11d11 HoVV 1V 1’ months 11Iter
the incident BmVet VViII IonIV
e11111111e11tth11tsI1e stiIIst1111d hV
her stoties because she 11an 1e-
potted tI111t(ir11V W115 "1111
V’oIV’ed" 111 the 111V’estig11tion1 not
tth he VV’11s the t111’get. How do
Von teII 11 good source from 11
had one 111 the Washington
s1111ke pit? BraV’er declines I111-
ther comment I1ee11usetI1ejus-
t1ee Dep11rtn1e11t1s now eon-
dueting 1111 111V’estig11tion into the
source oI the Ie’11k. PresnmahIV’
she is simpIV "involved."
&(Itzr11Isz (121111111172
Pivotugr1z/1/1 1’71’ 1. III’sItvzberqur Sngd I)r1e$t3
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Zulu Soho
HOE THE BEST BASS PLAYER IN THE
world?" Laurie Anderson remem-
bers asking Paul Simon. His answer:
llBakithi Kumalo. And hels going to be in
town." And so the latest, perhaps oddest,
world music permutation was generated. An-
derson says that the Hbrilliantll playing by
Kumalo, a South African Zulu, helps give her
new album Strange Angels a lldeeply merry,l
quality of tension with her darker messages
and minimalist sound. The tension grows out
of her daily experience: ul just look around
New York and therels such an amazing
amount of suffering, and its changed so
much recently, that my main reaction to the
people who can deal with the suffering is that
its inspiringfl In her own work now, it is
communicating lloptimism rather than the
increased awareness of oppression that
strikes me as the important thing."
Kumalo refuses to make great claims for
the political power of world music. Yes, he
allows, South African blacks feel proud that
their music is internationally popular. But
does his success strike even a small blow for
justice against a white regime that denigrates
black culture? "NOT Kumalo, who has
worked with Simon Cyndi Lauper, and
Miriam Makeba, doesnlt worry that his tal-
" ,. ent is being ripped off by First World pop
23:33:; 3::23322r20n3 stars or bass musician imitators. ill can see a
new album? You can thank guy playing like me, and I say; That’s nicef
bass vir’uoso Baki’hl KU’M’O- You know; its making me famous."
Cltlzen
COhen His first product: Rainforest Crunch, a
_ mass-marketed candy, for which he buys
South Americas brazil nuts and cashews di-
rect from native pickers. Cohen wants to
support indigenous people and render the
rain forest more profitable alive (bearing
nuts) than dead (turned into furniture). And
whereas Ben and jerryls gives away 7.5 per-
cent of its nearly 53 million in annual profits,
Community Products. lnc., will donate 60
percent to the Rain Forest Preserve and
other causes. Employees receive 10 percent
AYBE YOU CONSIDERED I(jlz-
cream maker Ben & jerry’s
Homemade. lne., the perfect ree-
ipe for a socially responsible business. No
way, says Ben himself_and he blames his
shareholders. lKBen and jerryls is a publicly
held company? Ben Cohen explains. llLegal-
ly, we cannot make acting as a social force
our lprimaryl goal." Profits first, in other
words. 50 last summer he founded Commu- ICG-tream maker Ben Cohen, through profit sharing
; the rest gets r6-
nity Products, Inc., a private concern that "’e.’10’5’0(kh?’.d.ers"?ok invested into Cohe
ns new concern.
x a " socnal responSIbIlny private. -
makes profits a means to the goal. -El/ie Win71ingboff
I ’ i . l . -
2 MorHi R JONH/JAN 1990 Photographs by Mtzggztnsmber .IB Pictures
and (Any Clayton I1all(C0/Jen)



Fmvwmd ivy Rum: Cake
IA. Cloth: $39.95
Your price: $33.95
IB. Paper: sins
Your price: $l6.95
Her work long neglected, Marion
Post Wolcott has recently been
recognized as one of Americas
most important photographers.
This collection documents her
work, including many of the
photographs shot for the Farm
Security Administration where
she was a colleague of Dorothea
Lange and Walker Evans. Of
both historical and photographic
interest, this book reveals Wolcott
to he a photographer of great
sensitivity, vision, and humanity.
University of New Mexico Press.
248 pages. 150duotones.
1A. Cloth: $35.00
Your price: $29.75
23. Paper: $l9.95
Your price: $l6.95
In this first compilation of 85
frontline photographs to have
appeared since the press ban,
a group of twenty-one South
African photographers, at great
personal and professional risk,
expose the current crisis in dra-
matic human terms. These vivid
images, many never seen before,
are accompanied by previously
unpublished zifndavits, political
slogans, poetry and prose that
add a dimension to our under-
standing of eonHict and daily
life in South Africa. Aperture.
126 pages. 85 photographs.
MotherJones
Take a look
At Your Values
Each of these fine photography books offers a distinctive
and moving portrait of the world, from the Southwest
to the Far East. Now, through a special arrangement
with their publishers, you can receive them from Mother
jones at special low prices.
And your purchase goes to support new social docu-
mentary photography projects_projects that will later be
published in Mother jones.
Each volume has been marked down 15% for Mother
jones readers. We think this is a great way to promote
your values while adding beautiful and valuable editions
to your library.
WMDVKQSWDHEM
mum)
4A. Paper: $l8.50
Your Price: $I5.75
Pbotostroika offers the first
comprehensive overview of the
ferment of pictures and ideas
represented by the work of some
of the most important contem-
porary artists and writers in the
Soviet Union. Struggling with
their newfound freedom, they
attempt not only to rediscover
the Soviet past but to shape
Soviet future as well. Aperture.



80 pages. 74 photographs.
r___________________________________
I Yes, I want to support new social documentary photography. I’ve indicated the discounte
d books
I want. Enclosed is my check for $ 7 , , W, , including $1.25 postage and handling per bo
ok.
1 Visa
Mastercard
Charge my:
Card number ,,
Signature 7i 7 ,,
Name W, ,7, ,7 ,,
Address , , -u
Book numbers (mark quantity):
Send to: Mother jones, 1663 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94103. Attn: Sandy
3A. Cloth: $39.95
Your price: $33.95
As the catastrophic oil spill of
March 1989 made abundantly
clear, the US. government must
take steps to protect the remain-
ing wilderness in Alaska. This
book of stunning color photo-
graphs and passionate essays by
outstanding nature writers con-
veys the beauty of Alaska’s na-
tional wildlife refuge, soon to he
opened to oil exploration if
present policies prevail. Aperture.
88 pages. 76 (0107 photographs.
,IA iIB 2A ,i,,23
Or order by phone: (4l5) 558-888I.
I
I
I
I
I
I
l
I
I
: City, State ,,
I
l
I
I
L
Expiration date
Telephone ,
3A 7, 4A 5A SB , , ,6A
5A. Paper: $I7450
Your Price: $I4.87
This critically acclaimed book
brings together the works of
seventy-five noted contemporary
photographers. With an essay by
Tillie Olsen, author of Tell Me a
Riddle and Silences, and her
daughter, Julie Olsen Edwards,
Mothers and Daughters goes to
the heart of the motheredaughter
bond. Aperture. 112 pages. 84
photographs.
TO THE PROMISED LAIID
6A. Cloth: $25.00
Your price: SILZS
Light moves beyond the Mexican
border crisis to document the
lives of the people who actually
make the crossing: why they
do it, and where they end up.



Cornell Capa, director of the
International Center for Photog-
raphy, calls it $1 gripping. un-
sentimental, heartrending epicf’
(Previously excerpted in Mother
jones.) Aperture. 90 pages. 78
photographs.
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
l
I
I
I
l
I
I
I
l
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Looking for Nlcaragua’s Willie
Horton: Jeb Bush lobbied to
have taxpayers fund anti-
Sandlnlsta campaign videos.
Making Dads
Proud
N laAklN NlARCH, WlfliV (MIAMI) NHX’S itiai’on’iiit
(Inrlos Brieeno. :1 Nicaraguan exile 11nd former I,.I
Prensa director Petlrolonqnin (Ih.1n1orto. l1; were
denied :1 state license to open .1 private television
st.1tion in Managua. So Brieeno, endorsed hy President
Bushk son leh. went to Al llzliglh daughter Btll-lllllh
progmni director at the tax-fnndetl N.1tion.1l Endow-
ment for Democracy, with .1gr.1ntl scheme. The NH)
would put up over $700.00!) to huiltl .1 Mn-
n.1g11;1-h.1setl YlLlCUPI’()LlllCIl0H honse.1sp;1tt of
AI Haig: Do you the ne.1rly S9 111illion the group hus-heeyn given hy
(,ongress to .1itl opposition p.11’ties In Nenmgna.
Although lelTs ehnrter .1llows it only to help
HlHllltl patty inlmstrnettn’efl not to support (1.111%
children are? pnigitx Brieeno proposed thin the video center
churn out (LIIHlegH Videos for the eontm-linketl
UNO party, to he hro.1tle.1st during the thirty minutes
st;1te-r11n television gmnts llthe opposition." Brieeno
wrote to l lnig: Wlhe show more th;1n anything else
. . . eonltl serve.1stliee;tt.1lyst for Nienrngnans to hegin
demonstrating their displeasure with the present state
of :1ll.1irs. . .
In one memo to H;1ig, Brieeno .1tltletl: "I’ve attached
also .’1 letter from _I. 1511le who .1lsos11pports the
George Bush and
know where your
14 MoiiiiitioNisgmN.1990
Gem
project? On the letterhead
of his Miami realty firm,
jeh Bush wrote to Briceno:
uYour professionalism in
the television field and
knowledge of Nicaragua
will he of value should the
production facility go on
stream. 1 wish you every
success in generating politi-
cal and financial support.n
By .Inly, Brieeno had en-
listed the support of
Senators Connie Mack,
John McCain, Bob
(it;1h;1i11.;1nd Charles
Rohh, who together wrote
.1letteron U.S.Sen;1telet-
terhead applauding the
National Association of
Broadcasters for eliciting
donations from its mem-
bers to fund the effort. In
11 July memo to Haig
Brieeno suggested that
customs fees for the Video
gear could he kept low
Usinee purchase receipts
could he l’llngCLl down." Briceno wasnlt interested in
loaners. sinee"theide.1 is for the equipment to become
the htisis tor the first independent TV in the country if
things change. If they tlonlt, I plan to . . . beam :1 TV
signal from .1 neighboring country."
So far. NH) h.1s .1lloe.1ted;1tle;1st 8200.000 for W-
M;111.1gn.1. The Institute for Medi.1 Analysist L1 New
Hbrk-hnsetl nonprofit th.1t h.1s been monitoring Nie-
.1r.1gu.1n teleVision .1s e.1n1p;1igning tot February’s



election he.1ts UP. h;1s Already notieed ;1 change. In ;1n
()etohet report ptox’itletl them by .1elest1it-tnn research
center in Nicaragua. .1n ohservet "was rather stunned
hy the teehnologiml leap that UNO has t;1ken.just
two weeks :1gm the ten-nnntite slot was ;1 complete
hot’e .1ntl totally unprofessional. presenting three aging
figures re.1tling stiltetlly into the e.11ner-.1. 111st night
UNO presented .1 slick Video full of images, music,
fancy elip teehniqnex .1nd ;1 linini-notieierof
While Snndinista video is even slicker, the report
s.1ys tlthe other p.1rties do not h;1veprep;1red Videos
and simply show 11p to tape their slot which consists of
candidates discussing issues."
lllt is quite ironief eoneludes the report. llThe U.S.
defines the Nie. electoral campaign in terms of -.1 hdttlc
between the lirente 11nd the UNO despite the fact that
there are eight other contenders. However, the money
th.1t the US. is giving to UNO will turn this definition
into :1 re.1lity. It is totalh’ distorting the electoral pro-
eess .1nd this is only the beginning."
u
-K11ren Brtmtm
1V1u!ngl’.l/Jl!l7y Rtmtli lin’lor Sygmtz



How YOUR
LONG DISTANCE CALLS
CAN MAKE A WORLD OF
DIFFERENCE.
vau mm. ,. n.
(Mat is the world coming to? What are we leaving our
Children? Half the species on Earth will disappear unless we do
something fast. 6 Now therets a long distance phone serve
l
ice that helps put the Earth together again. One percent of your
phone charges will go to groups 6 1 that protect and re#
V
store the environment at no cost to you. So every time you
ca,11 you help bring the world back to what it was. p ;
%
Working Assets Long Distance uses the fiber optic network ofU.S,Sprir1t, The funds will s
upport groups such as Greenpeace.
Environmental Defense Fund. Rainforest Action Network and Clean Water Fund. Call today to
 sign up At no cost. 115k for extension 500.
11atEiv.3-y% 7’ ’7 .
WORKING ASSETS
11R1kkngA11111gSc’1chS1Ir



Ry /)AI!VILi Bank A:
P("IUI I.L’)’Jrvl
The occupying
army enioys a show:
Three officers watch a
dancer in a traditional
Tibetan opera.
A little reform
is a dangerous
lhing, as the
Chinese kund
ouI-firsl’in
Lhasa, then at
home in Beiiing.
Support the campaign for
global security. Imroducmg the
SANE/FRE EZE Messugo Check
While olhov chucks arr: muto m
speaks (:maoy Wml uowor gmd
auihooty H IoHs others, youm
comomtod Io m:nlovmo mace
and (How (mouruy
The startling facts. If you u: M:
most ouook; you mots: about
300 Chocks Just your H1050
checks wool to tho bookstoru,
the baker and mu ionzu HIIIIW
Hmy wool to pay taxes, to buy
oas nod orocooos; and u mom on
1m: Iowo Arm ovory um out: of
thorn was) suluol Now you (qu
make a sIquonmI wuh ovmy
(mock you wrm: By oruouoo
SANE HHFFZF Mossuuo (5mm
Do they work? AoszuIMy Your
musszlou (:hocks czmy mo mum)
banking gum porsooui mtouou
lloo IhaI’ss on your orosuul
onocks Salmlmzuoo ouumouaou
Announcing the end of the silent check.
ANDHP Atwood
hr- m-y Aywvmq
mumwawu-flluw NulHI
AL,1:7:.M AN (7W!!!
Pay w m
rude! ul
no
I: L 8 SDOODOOI:
o Moly Ihomh oruy ooo (M
mount: hotwuoo Ihosu Chocks;
nod tho chucks; you’re usmo
HUW HM: mossuoo
SANE/FREEZE makes a dollar.
wary tum: you ordur (a supply ol
(:Iw(:ks.(181UUooquouImu
(loos; tummy Io SANE/FRF’E Z!
ODODOOOODDII’
1075
I’ve enclosed all 3:
5 Too vvrorder form w
my omsem CHECK suoow
Imam aw maued to the
Address on me reorder
10er so make oocossmy
deQDS)
DGHJIS
A coorkmg deposn ticket
Fov 200 SXNGLE STYLE
CHECKS a check for 814 00.
payamo Io Message’Check
Corporation



0R
F0; 150 DUPLICATE
STYLE CHECKS, a check toy
SH 95 payable to Message’
Check Corporation
Send gm cemucam
Infommuon
"am It out! A palm
y way to help SAIEIFIIEEZE
tcnnlnate the arms taco
on nrlh and went one
In space."
So get the word out. Doo twoto
uoothm 5mm chock No1 whom
you could ho showmo VOUI
suooori To! our gmtm socuuty
caropmoo For a supply of SANF
FRFFZE chucks and Jo attracuve
Wit) Lthuckbook (:ovm MI out w
toHowmo coupon
Mail order form to:
Mussngo’Chock Coroomlmu
971 East Pike
P 0 Box 3206 090
Scam!) WA 98714
Vlllllaln Sloane Mn
Pmldant. SAIEIHIEEZE



As Tibet Goes...
HAIRMAN MAO LOOKED
pleased. The martial law re-
strictions on public gathering
had been relaxed, and still the
first day of Septembefs
Sholdon Festival passed peacefully. At
Norbulingka Park on the outskirts of Lhasa,
families staked out their picnic turf with
yards of bright fabric laid with yak meat,
yak butter tea, and bowls of yak yogurt.
With Tibet just reopening to the hrst tour
groups since the imposition of martial law
last March, tourism OfEcials were eager to
market Lhasais attractions-and safety-to
a group of junketeering Chinese travel
agents A calm, colorful weekend of tradi-
tional operas and dances would be the per-
fect centerpiece of the tour.
The travel agents finished their sump-
tuous outdoor buffet and responded warm-
ly to the introduction of llChairmanil Mao
Rubei. In more than twenty-five years as a
Communist Party cadre in Tibet_without
mastering the local language-Mao had
risen to become vice-chairman of the Tibet
Autonomous Region. From the center table,
Mao stood to offer a toast in Chinese to
Tibetls bright future. His sidekick, a Tibetan
named Ri Di who serves as vice-secretary 0f
Tibetls regional Communist Party commit-
tee, was quick to join in. TlThere was trouble
in certain parts of Lhasa, but it is stable
nowf, he said. llThere have been some
changes. There will be no more problems?
The meal finished, Mao and Ri posed for
snapshots with the guests.
The next day, underneath a billowing
white tent, wide-eyed peasants, Khampa
herdsmen, and boisterous Lhasa residents
formed a circle around a group of masked
performers. Suddenly, the music stopped,
the crowd hushed. A dozen young Tibetan
Buddhist nuns, heads shaved, burst into the
center. Protected by the crowd, the nuns
bowed before the empty review stand re-
served for the exiled Dalai Lama, revered as
Tibetls spiritual and political leader and
honored with the Nobel Prize for his
nonviolent resistance to Chinese rule.
Pumping their fists, the nuns began chant-
ing: lsFree Tibet! Free Tibet!w
Startled, a squad of cops dashed right,
left, then right again before breaking
through the dense crowd. The officers
grabbed one nun by her arms and legs, sub-
dued another in a headlock, and hustled
them through the angry crowd into a van. A
young man hurled insults, swung at police,
and was taken too. Tibetans said the nuns
almost certainly would be beaten, interro-
gated, and held for a long, long time. That
night, the radio news made no mention of
the first proindependence demonstration
since the imposition of martial law.
A LITTLE REFORM Is A DANGEROUS THING,
as the Chinese found out Hrst in Lhasa, and
then in the rest of China. Tibetls Tlopen peri-
odll began around 1980, when Hu Yaobang,
then Communist Party general-secretary,
visited Tibet and reportedly remarked,



11This reminds me of colonialism.n It ended
in 1988, when Qiao Shi, Chinals security
chief, Visited Tibet and warned that further
nationalist protest would meet leerciless
repression? The two menls political lines
crossed again in Beijing. Last springls stu-
dent demonstrations there were sparked by
the April 15 death of ousted reformer Hu.
Following the bloody crackdown on june 4,
hardliner Qiao supervised the roundup of
Help a needy family have
a decent place to live.
Thousands of families across
America are forced to live in rat-
infested ghetto flats. or decaying
rural shacks.
But now there is a way to do
something about it!
HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY is helping poor
and desperate families move into
new homes that they help build.
Then the new owner repays a no-
interest loan so another needy
family can build a home.
Its beautiful and simple
And it really works!
Since 1976. HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY has helped over
5,000 needy families in the US.
and overseas achieve their dream
of a simple. decent home.
Right now were looking for
caring people to help us build
hundreds more homes. Because
we receive no government funds. f i
a gift from you of $20. $35. or
more will make a big difference.
Please send a generous tax-
deductible donation today. i
"I know 0f
l Hub
1 than
. l . ’ t x ,W:
no better Investment than
i 11a! for Humanity, That is wh
l (""1 I haVEjoined the Habitat teagiiadlynn
s why we are asking 1?)er help."
/?
YES, PLL HELP provide a decent place to live for a poor family.
$100 $___. _
INTERNATIONAL
Hobitotand Church Streets-Americus.Georgio 31709-3498
I-----------------------------------
OlMJA
I
I Enclosed is a gift of: $20 $35 $50
I Clip and mail this coupon with your tax-deductible donation to:
. . NAMI:
’ A HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
I ADDRESS
I
ClTY/STATE/ZIP
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prodemoeracy dissidents.
After the acknowledged excesses of the
Cultural Revolution, Tihet became a key ex-
periment in (Jhinals reform program. Eeo-
nomie modernization replaced socialist
liberation as the ideological justification for
(Ihinals presence. During the 1980s, Beijing
poured in capital, disbanded the despised
agricultural collectives, and allowed Bud-
dhists to practice their religion openly and
rebuild their monasteries. Tibet opened in
other ways as well. The Chinese stopped
jamming All-lndia Radiok twiee-daily Ti-
betan language broadcasts. Exiles in India
returned for family visits and some Tibetans
traveled abroad. The flood of foreign tour-
ists reached forty-three thousand in 1987.
The Chinese hoped to create a suitable-
for-framing version of Tibet, complete with
the mystical charm tourists expect but
stripped of the troublesome demands for in-
dependence. As in China proper, the process
grew out of control. The infusion of capital
that spurred the consumption of goods im-



ported from China highlighted the eco-
nomic gap between Chinese settlers and the
Tibetans themselves. Decollectivization
freed peasants to produce more, but much
of the surplus went to rebuilding the gutted
monasteries. The returning monks then de-
voted themselves to political agitation along
with Buddhist study. Even foreign tourists
brought moral support for the cause of the
Tibetans-and served as witnesses to the in-
creasingly harsh Chinese reprisals. "It all
added up to enormous growth in the politi-
cal consciousness of Tibetans." said a repre-
sentative of the Dalai Lamas government-
in-exile.
In the autumn of 1987, monks from the
Drepung and Sera monasteries staged the
first of more than two dozen demonstra-
tions that convinced the Communist Party
a decade of reform had gone too far. In re-
sponse, the Party launched an llantisplittist"
campaign in Tibet that paralleled Chinak
own campaign against lllaourgeois liher-
alization." The reform policy was aban-
doned, replaced by political re-edueation
meetings, steppetl-up arrests and forced
confessions. But Tihetans wouldn’t buy the
Chinese insistence that democracy and
human rights represented lithe return of the
serf system." The demonstrations grew. For
three days last March, two thousand Ti-
hetans rioted in the streets of Lhasa, sacking
dozens of (Ihinese-owned shops and heating
their Chinese neighbors.
If the Chinese authorities initial response
was surprisingly slow, the crackdown that
followed was unexpectedly hrutal-a puz-
zling pattern that would he repeated a few
months later at Tiananmen Square. In
Lhasa, troops let three days of rioting, pass
before they moved into the city at night and
began shooting. Foreign witnesses estimated
the death toll at between sixty and one hun-
dred. On March 7, Premier Li Peng formally
imposed martial law for the first time in the
history of the Peoples Republic of China.
Lias second martial law declaration came
May 20 in Beijing.
If the strategy in Lhasa, as in Beijing, was
premeditated to create a pretext for the con-
solidation of police control, it seems to have
succeeded. Stern-faeed soldiers in dark sun-
glasses now stop vehicles at military check-
points ringing Lhasa. At least one in each
six-sided aluminum sentry box carries an
AK-47 automatic rifle. Martial Law Decree
No. 3 requires all Tibetans to carry identity
cards. Passes are required for travel, even
across town.
At the festival last September, the fear was
palpable. As a uniformed police officer took
snapshots, one young man said he could be
picked up by police simply for talking to
foreigners. Another resident added that p0-
lice still took people away from the Tibetan
quarter at night.
"All of Tibet is like a jail,w said another
young man in a hushed tone. He said he had
recently been released from prison-six
months after police came to his door at mid-
night during the March demonstrations and



accused him of being a spy for the Dalai
Lama. There were no charges and no trial.
His younger brother was still being held.
"No Tibetan is free as long as the Chinese
are herefl he said. showing off the scar on
his right wrist that he said was caused by
tight iron manacles. Despite repeated beat-
ings. he refused to sign a faked confession.
Like many young Tibetans, the former
prisoner said he is considering taking up
arms against the Chinese. A friend quickly
contradicted him. replaying an argument
they have had many times. Violence, he said,
would be futile against the overwhelming
strength of the Chinese. "We are like this?
he said, cupping his hands in front of him.
"The Chinese are like an ocean." He added,
"I am feeling, very hopeless."
While martial law allows the Chinese to
rule in Tihen it also undermines their ability
to govern. The Sholdon Festival ended with
a second burst of defiance: on the last day, a
group of monks matched and were arrested
as quickly as the nuns. Tibetans vow bigger
demonstrations once the controls are lifted.
That wont be anytime soon, according to
officials in Tibet. As Chinals rulers crack
down hard in their own country; the level of
repression in Tibet will be a gauge of their
ability to sustain military dictatorship.
David Bank and Peter Leyden write for
Newsweek from Seoul.
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THE NAKED EYE DECEIVES,
thatls the Hrst lesson ofpond
making. Sea level is of no
matter, is the second. Seek a
constant or else youlll mis-
judge altitude.
To start a job, you drive a
nail into a peak of ledge,
pound it deep, make it your
benchmark, your one hun-
dred scale. The transit mea-
sures from that arbitrary
point as you compute all
distance in links and chains.
Weather patterns can alter,
crops grow, houses get built
and collapse from age, but 7--
you could return in a hun-
dred years and position a
tripod, rotate the dials 0f the
spirit until the air bubble
precisely crosses the hair-
line, then aim an alidade at
that solitary, centering nail-and be in business.
I design a pond to order, I tell the property owners, no
two the same. They get more from me than a hole in the
earth. There lacks a T square in natureis plan, and I donit
tote one in my back pocket either.
If theres a boy handy, I have him hoist the end of the tape
high above his head or fix him in my sight while he balances
my seven-foot vernier. I-Ie stares back at me, his eyes to
mine, and that stick canlt help but adjust to vertical. For
reward, I focus on, say, a birch protruding from a ridge of
mountain miles away. Count the leaves, I dare him. He
squints, peers through, glances at me, peers through again.
He canit believe it, how close the branches of that white
bark tree appear. Sometimes a younger boy will extend his
hand, nervous fingers reaching out as if to touch, but I donit
laugh. I respect what he hasn,t learned to hide.
By Michael Dorris
My dad taught me the
trade, and more often than
not I use his words when I
work because they still ap-
ply. I-Ie instructed my eye.
One morning the year I be-
came his journeyman, we
were driving to a job in his
Ford. I was twenty, twen-
ty-one at the time, still a
kid, and thinking God
knows what, when he
called my attention to an
abandoned field we were
passing on the right.
What do you see, Frank,
_ he asked me.
There was nothing spe-
cial. A pasture left fallow
more than a few years-
you could tell from the
saplings that had come
back here and there-a
loom of exposed ledge off to one side, a muddy rut where a
culvert used to cut under the road.
Dad idled the truck to give me time. There was a depres-
sion in the weeds where once there had been a barnyard or a



structure of some type. The grass all around had that yellow,
wild color that appears when it hasnit been sowed fresh for
many seasons. Unbroken, the ground had turned tough,
dense enough to seal a levy.
Ild sink a test at about thirty feet, I told Dad. Another
halfways to the bank. We could conduct the overflow
through a four-inch, and gravity would power it. V/ith any
luck we could go down six feet.
Five, he said, but he stepped on the gas, satisfied that my
imagination would now fill any empty space with water. He
worked up to the week before he died, then left me his name
and his equipment. A solid mahogany clipboard. A plane
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he blushed when I realized Why she had brought
the blanket from the foot of her bed, then she
laughed at the look on my face.
table. The glass with Swiss-ground lenses. It rests each night
cushioned in its original case, in carved pockets lined with red
velvet. The forged-iron hammer. live replaced the wooden
handle, shattered once when anger got the better of me, but
the head is as black and unmarred as if it never met a stake,
never knew the head of a nail. I have his tape as well, that
century foot line of oiled cloth, mended with thread wherever
torn by sharp stones or roots. Therelve been some inches lost
in the process, but its still accurate enough. I used it until the
printed numbers faded beyond recognition, then I wrapped it
like a cast bandage around my hand for the last time and
stored it in the bottom drawer of my chest.
It bothers me, when I let it, that live apprenticed no suc-
cessor. My surviving children, Sam and Gloria, have moved
with their children to other states. They work indoors, as was
their ambition all along-he manages for Sears and she teach-
es school. They live in stone buildings with interior windows
and eternal fountains in the lobbies. The seasons pass by
them, blurred at the edges, of notice only on weekends. They
never get so cold that they have to rub their toes, one at a
time, or so warm that they fan the air with their hands. They
never rise in the dark of the morning, never go to bed when
its still light. They dwell within safe boundaries, my grown
Children, heed clocks, leave the world as they find it. Theyire
content, but for their guilt over me since their mother passed
away. Im the loose board in their floor.
Therels no right or wrong season for digging. You go in
whenever the backhoe’s free, and youire sure to fight some-
thing-hard crust in winter, swamp in spring, drought like as
not the rest of the year. When I dam a pond site in late
summer I forecast that the worst flood in a decade wiII sweep
over the dusty rim. The runoff must have an escape, a water-
fall if the contour of the bank will accommodate it. I sand the
bottom, install a hydrant for fire protection. I insist on a
minimum depth of eight feet. That way you can give up two
of ice, allow another three for snow, and yet there will remain
sufficient oxygen in the water to keep trout alive. Trout are
the secret of a healthy pond. They eat algae, you eat them. In
summer, they can be lured to the surface to take food, and
there,s something fine about the way the light plays on those
silver blades, crossing and reflecting like a handful of coins
tossed in the air.
Sometimes, when we were courting and after we were new
married, Martha would accompany me on an inspection. I
bought her good boots, wool knit socks. Canit beat them. I
explained each step of procedure and she nodded her head,
interested, a quick study. She got so she could spot a bowl as
well as I, foresaw the incline of slope, knew where to Clear
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brush to make a scenic vista. It does her memory no dis-
respect to recall the use we put to certain warm afternoons,
when alone on what would become a bottom, on what would
be the deepest part, we came together beneath the sky.
That Erst time Martha surprised me. She blushed when I
realized why she had brought the blanket from the foot of her
bed, then she laughed at the look on my face. If you could see
yourself, Frank, she said.
She was strong, tall as me, a year older. Her hair was
straight and brown, the shade of clay, and afterwards I would
comb the straw from its tangle while she lay watching clouds,
identifying their silhouettes. Sam was an April baby, fuII-size
though two months premature as everyone consented to
agree, but Martha and I knew for a fact he came from one of
those excursions. Ben was two years later, a June after a late
fall, so we suspected that origin of him as well.
We had thirty-eight years, Martha and I, and I was never
with another woman, she was never with another man.
Thatls the way it should be, I admonished Sam when he



divorced Suzanne and married a second time. Not anymore,
Dad, he answered me. You and Mom were born before peo-
ple knew better. You had no options. You played by the book
and didnlt question the rules.
Read your birth certificate and learn to count, I was tempt-
ed to say, but I held my tongue. The truth would sound like
bragging, as though in defense of myself and Martha. I let
him believe what he needed, but his accusation brought Ben
to my mind.
They say the second horn gets lost by his parents, that the
middle child, being neither first nor last, becomes the inde-
pendent one. Yet Ben was equal parts Martha and me, in
spirit as well as in form, as different from Sam as fire from
wood. He always had a question, awoke with one in his
mind, the leftover from his dream, and he listened when you
answered, he remembered what you said. He was good with
his hands, fixed things that were broken, located what was
invisible to everyone else. By the time he was seven he was my
number one. He had the eye, no question. He could sense the
vibration of water where it moved under layers Of dry
ground, could calculate on a sunny day the route a rain spill
might follow.
When my business settled into the black, I saved enough to
downpay twelve acres, then traded ponds for the labor and
materials it took to construct a house. Our land had a south-
ern exposure, a wooded knoll, but not the trickle of a stream.
Where on the property do you want it situated? I asked
Martha before the wooden frame was fully sided. Therels
two choices, behind the house or beyond the hill for privacy.



She stood in what would be her kitchen and faced the space
at hand through the bars of pine. I donlt see water in so close,
she said. Too cramped a pocket for my taste. Martha paused,
caught my eye. And I always valued privacy in a pond.
I smiled, recalled, approved her Choice. So I burned two
meadow acres, and used the far side of the hill as the near
embankment. When the depression filled, we could smell the
water, hear it lap, only not behold it from our door.
The first summer was paradise. Gloria was two then, un-
steady on her feet. She waded to her ankles and dropped
pebbles to see the bubbles well, while Martha and I watched
the boys cannonball off a weighted plank. Some muggy
nights, whispering 0n the stairs, Sam and Ben shut the door
just so to keep from waking us, and stole outdoors to skinny-
dip in the moonlight. Once I felt Marthals body stiffen as she
prepared to call them back. TheyIre good boys, I whispered,
and stroked her arm the way she liked until instead she
turned to me.
Ben, though younger, was the leader, and he was impatient
Photograph by Archie Lieberman
with time. Clocks and calendars moved too slow for his
ambition. Every day he was gone before breakfast, out of
breath and home from school ten minutes when Sam walked
through the front door. When the winter came, he could not
wait for center ice to thicken to try his skates.
We shook our heads. He was late to dinner, the third time
that week. We called the neighbor boy, his schoolmate, at
seven, and he was missing also. By the time in fear we realized
where to search, the temperature had dropped, mending the
hole, leaving as evidence only a glare in the shape of an
explosion. I grabbed a pick, slammed it down until a pool
broke through, then I dove into the darkness, still calling his
name until my mouth was filled. I touched the bottom with
my palms_it was but ten feet-and encountered only silt,
grainy as powder. But when I ascended, Ben blocked my
entrance. Obedient and sorry, he had floated to the sound of
our voices. Martha had already dragged his head and shoul-
ders onto the cradle of her lap. His legs moved in the gentle
waves, the steel of his skates clicking (Continued OH page 47)
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merican movies are still reaping the harvest
of Ronald Reagan’s reign of mediocrity and By
escapism. From January to the fall of 1989 .
only two films achieved greatness: Brian MIChael
De Palma’s Casualties of War, the first Viet- Sra 0W
nam War film to hold Americans to a full g
moral accounting, and Bruce Weber’s
Let’s GetLast, a portrait of iazz star Chet
Baker, a fifties rebel who deteriorated
rather than grow up. Most movies
were so bland and cheery, from When Harry Met
Sally . . . to Parenthood, that when The Fabulous
Baker Boys, a bewitching romantic musical dra-
medy, dared to conclude with an ambiguous ending,
TV reviewers greeted that choice with scorn and



disbelief-they thought the Baker boys should simply live
happily ever after. Movie lovers grew hungry for small-scale
films that opened up a hidden way of life, like Drugstore
Cowboy, Gus Van Santls movie about outlaw drug addicts.
Stylized, dark-toned entertainments like True Believer, Bat-
man, and johnny Handsome also came as a relief. The urban
blight of those movies, with their layers of corruption
made visible in corrosive images of claustrophobic, evil-
infested alleyways, served as a renunciation of the
yea-saying that turned this countryls pop
culture into a suburban fantasyland.
In the eighties, the conventional
critical wisdom was that American wk TX t /
movies no longer reflect real life, that they ’11; K
offer only teen comedy, derring-do, gross-out i’ I ’
horror, and special effects-in a word, escape. And
its true that American movies are largely about es-
cape. But thatls what American public life has been
all about, too_form and symbol over feeling and
substance, and the orchestration of video im-
ages rather than truth telling. If Ronald
Reagan and Hollywood studio chiefs
had huddled together in 1980 to form
a ten-year plan, they couldnlt have
meshed more perfectly.
Reagan conquered TV and radio so
completely that the sound bite and
the trademark image, the cor-
nerstones of the Reagan and Bush
media campaigns, not only domi-
nated network coverage, but also,
combined with the influence of
rock video, corrupted the ambi-
tions of the movies.
THERE,S NO LONGER As MUCH
excitement attached to seeing the
next big movies of important di-
rectors and stars. Too many ca-
reers have been plagued by blind
turns and compromises. In the
seventies, Al Pacino starred in the
Godfather films, Serpico, and Dog Day Afternoon; in the
eighties he starred in movies nobody remembers, like Author!
Author! and Revolution, before coming back in 1989 with
Sea ofLove, a run-of-the-mill suspense film that reduced him
to playing one of the decades standard leading-man roles: a
cop who falls in love with a murder suspect.
The 89 fall and Christmas release list contained half a
dozen promising or at least intriguing titles, including Blaze
(writeredirector Ron Sheltonls first film since Bull Durham),
starring Paul Newman as Earl Long, the Louisiana governor
who had an affair with stripper Blaze Starr; and Paul
Mazurskyls film of Isaac Bashevis Singerls novel, Enemies: A
Love Story, with a cast including Ron Silver, Anjelica Huston,
and Lena Olin.
But it wouldlve taken a succession of terrific movies to
salvage the decade. Perhaps even better would have been the
one great and popular movie that could unite the entire movie
audience the way From Here to Eternity did in the fifties, or
The Godfather did in the seventies. The odds against that
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merican moviemakers
are issuing, en masse,
avisual SOS.
happening were enormous. Moviemaking became so strat-
ified in the eighties that films were targeted to age and ethnic
groups, and even to specific neighborhoods. (The films of
Woody Allen are probably best viewed in the areas in which
they are filmed: New Yorlds Upper West Side, say, or Soho.)
Whatls missing is the general ferment in the culture that would
make people rush to movies just to see whats going on, as



they did through much of the sixties and seventies.
As the eighties began, you could feel what turned out to be
the last gust of the sixties creative breeze. Major new stars
were still emerging, such as Bette Midler, who brought ele-
ments of camp sensibility#an emphasis on outrageous play
and acting-out-into the mainstream. In her 1980 concert
Elm, Divine Madness, she made her funniest entrance, in a
wheelchair, wearing a metmaidls outfit. It was also in 1980
that Martin Scorsese and Robert De Niro staged their
head-on collision with machismo in Raging Bull. In fact,
1980 was the last near-great year in movies. After a rocky
start, it was filled with surprises. Some of the best
movies came in the spring, summer, and fall-be-
fore the usual Christmas rush. And they tended
to have the unexpected, even startling qualities
you associate with popular artists who have
enough confidence in their audiences to take
chances with them. Richard Rush,s modernist
adventure, The Stunt Man, was an inside-
Hollywood movie that dared to treat
x a Vietnam-vet antihero (Steve Rails-
back) with humor and playfulness.
Rushls movie turned the frustrations
of serious American moviemakers
into a source of wild black comedy:
Peter OlTooIe played a director
shooting a movie-within-a-movie
about the llromantic insanitylT of
World War I; he sees the Vietnam vet
as the perfect replacement for a
stuntman who died in action. By link-
ing Vietnam to a moviemakerls quest
to re-create World War I Europe in a
Southern California beachfront
hotel, Rush Challenged the VICWCIS,
preconceived images.
Even 19803 best genre movies had some edge to them. Irvin
Kershnefs The Empire Strikes Back (the best of the Star Wars
films) was the rare outet-space fantasy-and the rare George
Lucas-produced movie-that didnlt end by pasting a smile of
mystical uplift over the universe. It featured manic-deptessive
shifts of mood: the scenes of Luke Skywalker being whacked
around and mutilated took the audience from the hrst Star
Wars filmls womb of childhood to an adolescent world in
which adventures are paid for with pain and grief.
The countercultural spirit of open-mindedness and egali-
tarianism persisted in the work of Jonathan Demme, who in
19803 Melvin and Howard (with a big assist from Bo Gold-
manls script) perfected his View of the United States as a place
where a simple man like Melvin Dummar could pierce the
erust of billionaire Howard Hughes by cajoling him into sing-
1ng a silly song. In the early-morning desert air outside Las
Vegas, both the success-starved middle American and the ter-
minally eccentric moneybags seem purified sniffing the



greasewood and sage after a rainfall_and the audience shares
in their pop-culture communion. The sixties erals affection for
freaks and outcasts also resurfaced in 1980. In David Lynchls
The Elephant Man, a physically deformed pauper trans-
formed himself from a sideshow attraction into the purest
(and most poignant) of Victorian gentlemen.
Brian De Palma_a key figure in understanding American
movies of the eighties-exploded the summer doldrums with
Dressed to Kill, a bloody satiric vision of pre-AIDS sexual
fears and confusions. As long as De Palma stuck to thrillers
(no matter how far out or provocative), he did well at the box
office. But in 1981, when he made his most ambitious and
emotionally committed movie up to that time-the political
melodrama Blow Out, which portrayed the electronic media
as the opiate of the masses, reordering democracy into a dic-
tatorship of cheap celebrity and placing a video scrim between
contemporary humanity and IIrealityiT_he flopped with the
mass audience.
The shift in De Palmais fortunes reflected the changing
mood of the country. For between Dressed to Kill and Blow
Out came an event that overshadowed all the gains American
moviemakers had won. It was the election of Ronald Reagan,
a character so permeated with media that he might have
stepped right out of Blow Out.
What separates Reagan and his successor from previous
right-wing regimes isnit just their ability to seem like Mr. Nice
Guys, but also their unprecedented manipulation of the me-
dia. Expressing compassion through photo opportunities at
disaster sites or slums takes the place of political action. Rea-
gan and Bush are the embodiments of Benign Neglect_but
they manage to accent the benign. Those who attempt to
attack them come off as unpatriotic curmudgeons.
As the eighties progressed, movies like The Border, Under
Fire, The Killing Fields, and Salvador, which risked taking on
live issues, became increasingly uncommon. When they did
come out, distributors often bobbled them like hot potatoes,
either tossing them on the market as mere action films or
opening them one . . . city . . . at . . . a . . . time. At least
Universal and Orion showed they could market controversy
with movies as highly charged as The Last Temptation of
Christ, Do the Right Thing, and Mississippi Burning. But
these movies_like much of the workaday press_attempt to
do justice to complex themes and issues simply by bringing
them up.
Instead, the new movies gave us the old sentimentality
heated up, or warmed over. Through most of the eighties, the
reigning spirit was nostalgia tempered by anxiety. Directors
with a lot less feeling for childhood than Steven Spielberg
(whose ET. was an authentic youthful masterpiece as well as
a blockbuster) responded to right-wing shifts in the culture by
making kiddie movies_or by burying their heads in the Mal-
ibu sand. In short, our movies not only gave in to the status
quo, they propagandized it. Reaganized politicians hearkened
back to mythical family values and stability while voicing one-
dimensional perils. Moviemakers spiked their family-oriented
soap operas with lewd frolics and/or fatal diseases. In Terms
ofEndearment, Shirley MacLaine turned into a merry widow
cavorting with ex-astronaut Jack Nicholson until. Debra
Winger started to waste away from cancer and Mother Mac-
Laine returned to her side in time to bond. That ultimate
defense of family fidelity, the glossed-up slasher-thriller Fatal
Attraction, starred Glenn Close as the single career woman
from Hell, threatening the very core of good wife Anne Ar-
cherls existence by sticking a bunny in her stewpot. Action
movies were leavened with brutality and paranoia. Vigilante
justice became the norm, on an international scale. Sylvester
Stallone turned Rambo into a jack-in-the-box Christ: nearly
defeated by American quislings and Communists at every
turn, he keeps rising again. With the notable exception of De
Palmas Casualties ofWar, the emphasis of such eighties Viet-
nam hlms as Platoon and Hamburger Hill was on memori-



alizing the grunt. The Vietnamese figured as victims or en-
emies, never as characters. Few of the wars political issues
were brought up, much less challenged.
Reporters were seen as the enemy-not just in Vietnam
movies, but in Ihexposesl, like Absence of Malice, which had
the audience cheering when the heroic liquor wholesaler
played by Paul Newman tossed the stupid investigative re-
porter played by Sally Field to the ground. Under the Reagan-
Bush, God-Mom-and-unborn-children influence, emotional
complexities were touched on and then ignored in favor of
Ilinspirationalk denouements-like the end of Dead Poets So-
ciety, in which a bunch of prep-school kids atone for betraying
their free-spirited teacher by standing on their desks and call-
ing him Captain (after WhitmanIs Lincoln, not Captain Kan-
garoo). Topical movies about education, such as Stand and
Deliver, in which Jaime Escalante taught his East LA. kids
advanced calculus somewhere offscreen, and Lean on Me, the
Rochy-style deification 0f Reaganis favorite educator, Joe
Clark, turned out to be as probing as pep rallies.
In any but the most jejune constructs, sex became verboten.
In his directorial debut, master screenwriter Robert Towne
was branded a voyeur for celebrating the female body in
Personal Best (1982). Puritans of the Left and Right combined
to attack his loving, unself-conscious lyricism toward torsos
and crotches undulating over high bars; gay liberationists
questioned his depiction of a same-sex love affair as a phase
for his young heroine, rather than a life choice. Some even
criticized Bull Durham for the knockabout sexuality with
which Kevin Costner and Susan Sarandon made love in every
room of her baseball shrine of an apartment, to the tune of
IISixty Minute Man?
50 many public figures and entertainers proselytized for the
sanctified sexuality of marriage and the all-importance of the
family that there was no room for honest domestic drama. In
1982, the blistering Shoot the Moon, in which screenwriter Bo
Goldman depicted the agony of a man (Albert Finney) Fight-
ing for air in a family that,s closed in on him, emotionally
bruising his wife (Diane Keaton) and then wanting her back
again, divided critics and bombed at the box office. But in the
next few years, the tragic faces of Finney and Keaton, locked
in a deepening sorrow even when they reach out to each other
after a slam-bang brouhaha 0n the family tennis court, gave
way to the corny faces of Hannah and Her Sisters; in the cozy
and bright climactic party scene, Michael Cainels adultery
with Barbara Hershey is forgotten in his renewed love for
Hannah (Mia F arrow), while Dianne Wiest discovers that her
true love, Woody Allen, is no longer sterile. Reconciliation
and Ilclosuref, no matter how superficial or bogus, became
mandatory. This trend culminated in the four-generation
baby parade that concludes 198913 Parenthood.
Iconoclasm and a robust emotionality in the eighties were
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THE POSITIVE
DIRECTIONS
HI: LAST or Tm: NlAVliRICKS:
Robert Altman ((Iomc Burk m 1/265 Ow
Dumplimmy I)um,_/1’mmy Dam, Seder
Honor)
(Iarroll Ballard (Never (fry Wolf)
Jonathan Demme (Arlclvm and Howard,
S(mzvt/Jing Wild. Married to (/20 Mob)
The latelohn Huston (Prizzi’s Honor.
T/JU Dead)
Philip Knuhnan (The Right Stuff, The Unbearable lJ’g/Jf-
Hess 0/130ng)
David Lynch (TIM lilcp/mm Man. Blue Velvet)
Fred Sehepisi (TIM (f/mnt ()fi/immic Blacksmith, Barba-
rostz, Roxanne, A (Iry 1’11 1/26 Darla)
Alames Tohack (T/Je Pickup Artist, 7710 Big Bang)
BREAKTHROUGHS:
Bob Balaban (Parents)
Tim Burton (Pec-wee’s Big Adventure, Beet/e/uicc,
Batman)
Cameron Crowe (Say Anything)
Steve Kloves (The Fabulous Baker Boys)
W. D. Richter (The Adventures ofthcktzroo Banzai)
Bobby Roth (1 letzrtbretz/eers)
joseph Ruben (Dreamscape, T/Je Stepfather. True
Believer)
Ron Shelton (Bull Durham)
Roger Spottiswoode (Under Fire, The Best of Times)
Gus Van Sant (Mala Nocbe, Drugstore Cowboy)
RIZSURRECTIONS:
Brian De Palma (Blow Out, (ftzszmlties o/War)
Walter Hill (Southern (f(mzfort, 48 Hrs, jobmzy
Handsome)
Paul Mazursky (Down and Out in Beverly Hills, Moon
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Robert Towne (Personal Best, Tequila Sunrise)
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Warren Beatty (Reds)
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Irvin Kershner (TIM lfmpire Strikes Back)
David Lean (Lawrence ()fAnI/mz, A Passage to India)
Tony Richardson (TIM Border)
Richard Rush (TIM Smut Man)
Jean-Claude Tramwnt (All Night Long)
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the hallmarks not of American but of British directors like
Mike Leigh, whose High Hopes (1989) traced the disillusion-
ment and muted optimism of a countercultural couple who
still do things like visit Karl Marxls grave; and Stephen Frears,
whose My Beautiful Laundrette (1986) touched on the racism
and economic anxieties of Thatcherls England while also tell-
ing the story of a Pakistani family and a biracial, homosexual
love affair. These directors donk give in to French frivolity or
West German gloom or American sentimentality. And they
have a goading intelligence thatls often downright galvaniz-
ing. These moviemakers seize on Thatcher as a target the way
American moviemakers should have seized on Reagan and
now Bush. But whatls most valuable about them isn,t their
political sniping-its the way their movies reflect a full experi-
ence of life.
Gifted young British filmmakers have been nurtured by
British television: Most cut their teeth in the publicly funded
BBC. Some of their fearlessness must derive from the open-
ness and flexibility of British TV, even in the constraints of the
Thatcher years. Writers like Dennis Potter (The Singing De-
tective, Pennies from Heaven) and Alan Bennett (An English-



man Abroad) have done their best, most unconventional
work for British television. Cults have grown up in cities like
San Francisco and Boston around The Singing Detective, in
which a pulp detective writer goes on a journey to self-knowl-
edge thatls as detailed and circular as Remembrance ofThings
Past. The sardonic social comedy of An Englishman Abroad
ethe true story of actress Coral Brownes encounter in
Moscow with notorious British defector Guy Burgess-has to
be considered the most vivid, daring recent work not just of
Bennett and Browne, but also of Alan Bates and director john
Schlesinger (who made Midnight Cowboy twenty years ago).
British TV boasts a tradition of drawing on Londonls top
theatrical, movie, and literary talents. And its programming
has been filled with social criticism. Maybe what the example
of Great Britain shows is that if you want to save American
movies, you must first save American television.
THE RELENTLESS COMMERCIALISM OF AMERICAN TV HAS
left American audiences a legacy of kitsch and flash. And the
consumerist bent of the llyummiesll (young urban movie-
goers) fits in with everyday TV’s advertising-influenced super-
ficiality. This media-rummed generation supports moviemak-
ing that can be codified and quantified-and sold to the same
sort of people who buy paintings to match a color scheme.
The decades biggest Oscar winner, The Last Emperor, is the
film equivalent of a collectible: a coffee-table movie for the
decal generation. It candy-coats Maoismt making revolution-
ary thought easy to take. But at least Bertolucci works on a
scale, and with a visual finesse, that TV sets canlt contain.
Whats frustrating about the bulk of todays movies is that
even though big-screen heroes from Indiana Jones to the
Ghostbusters continue to dominate pop culture, most film-
makers take their cues from TV’s aesthetic shortcuts.
The industry considers films like Risky Business and The
Big Chill llpeoplel, movies, but theylre really just llsituationT
movies-big-screen versions of middle-level TV situation
comedies and dramas. These movies suffer from something
even more damaging than audiovisual shorthand. They rely
on a dramatic shorthand that forgoes developing feelings and
Ideas in favor of syncopating social rituals. So, in Risky Bust?



ness, the action peaks when a bunch of upper-middle-class
teens party with the parents gone, and, in The Big Chill,
formerly countercultural friends display their current state of
consciousness as they share kitchen chores-men and women
alike!_and mellow out to tunes from Motown. A convincing
surface reality and a rock- and- roll sound track conceal a lack
of emotional depth or analysis. These movies are stuffed with
histrionic effects, but in the end theyire red-hot vacuums; their
one superficially ameliorative effect is to make messy emo-
tions seem manageable.
In these high-concept soap operas, any controversial issue
the moviemakers might raise, any authentic emotional tor-
ment they might touch on, is sacrificed for a cute cut or
a wisecrack, or a crowd- -pleasing flourish of senti-
ment. They mix the prestige of Kramer us
Kramer and Ordinarv Peonle. movies that 1
ml"
MPH
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politics even more directly in his 1988 HBO series, Tanner.)
American moviemakers are issuing, en masse, a visual SOS:
TV is turning us into hollow men and women.
There are plenty of business reasons why filmmakers would
want to get in their licks at TV in particular and at media
slickness in general. More than ever, sales to network TV,
cable, and Videocassettes have lubricated the major studiosl
cash flow. Increasingly, big-star movies like the Lethal Weap-
on flicks (starring Mel Gibson and Danny Glover as
LAPD detectives) are tailored to TV-audience re-
flexes. And once films actually get produced and
distributed, their success is often dependent on
the infiltration of clips and sound bites in
i commercials and spot appearances
" )1 on the morning and late-night
1W talk shows, or entire hours
devoted to them by Oprah
and Donahue. These days,
not only are films advertised
EA9RS-8 on TV, TV shows are adver-
tised in movie theaters. You
__ have to wonder whether
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F ’_, g ; ikbuster was I’OCk that,s not only how a film gets made,
El 35 g . but also how it gets favorably dis-
3 ? Z g 508 and Reaganlsm- tributed, advertised, and reviewed.
(3 :3: g m Some directors just buy into TVs de-
; E. I _ mands, like Stallone or Adrian Lyne
a vffoj ; (who, in addition to Flas/adance and
% g a pilot Fatal Attraction, directed 91/2 Weeks_the Tiger Beat version
Cb lead of of Last Tango in Paris, in which Mickey Rourke spoons
J-game foodstuffs down Kim Basingerls throat as the Newbeats sing
, -s a fair IIBread and Butteril). They package energy in TV-commercial
/ fashion, capturing an audience with the equivalent of low-
ieleav- level hypnosis: repetitious, heavy-handed imagery and a
hy and sound track that hammers viewers into submission.
)stalgia Whatis needed isnlt only politically aggressive moviemak-
blitz that could be called IIOn Golden Cornli) are acclaimed as
part of Hollywoodls foray into adulthood.



Even those moviemakers whoive worked in TV tend to
view television as both a hype engine and an all-purpose
addictive drug. In their movies, many of them have felt com-
pelled to impose their gripes against the boob tube on seem-
ingly unrelated plots, as Robert Altman did in his brilliant
Nixon lampoon, Secret Honor. In this RMN sleazorama,
N ixon pleads his guilt and higher innocence in front of a bank
of video cameras-the source, one is led to presume, of his
downfall and now his expiation. (Altman attacked media
ing, but movies that confront the real adult world in which
politics is one important component, along with sexual and
psychological turmoil and euphoria, fellow feeling and aliena-
tion, and culture as its experienced in the streets and on the
avenues. In this context, even an unassuming satire like
Mazurskyis Down and Out in Beverly Hills_the movie that
revived the talents of Bette Midler, Nick Nolte, and Richard
Dreyfuss-is refreshing, even tonic. It captures both the code
dled nature of an upper-Class oasis like Beverly Hills, circa
1986, and the way its mansion-loving men and women yearn
for direct experience. (Continued on page 54)
JAN. I990/MOTHER jONI-ZS 27
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DIRECTIONS
iii: LAs’r or’i’iiiaMAVi-:R1(:Ks:
Robert Altman (Come Bade to (Int 5 0’
Dimelimmy Dam, jimmy Dam, Secret
I I(mor)
Carroll Ballard (Never Cry Wolf)
jonnthnn Dcmme (Melvin and l’Iowanl’,
Sonwt/Jiug Wild, Married to 1110 Mob)
The late john Huston (Frizzi’s Honor,
The Dead)
Philip Kaufman (TIM Right Stuff, The Unbearable Light-
ncss of Being)
David Lynch (TIM lflep/mnt Man. Blue Velvet)
Fred Schepisi (T/JU Chant ofjimmic Blacksmith. A
row, Roxanne, A Cry in the Dark)
james Toback (T170 PiCk-up Artist, The Big Bang)
NO POSTAGE
l
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BREAKTHROUGHS:
Bob Balaban (Parents)
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Tim Burton (Pee-wee’s Big Adventure, Beetle/uice
Batman)
Cameron Crowe (Say Anything)
Steve Kloves (T176 Fabulous Baker Boys)
W. D. Richter (The Adventures ofBuc/mroo Banza
Bobby Roth (Heartbreakers)
joseph Ruben (Dreamscape, The Stepfather, True
Believer)
Ron Shelton (Bull Durham)
Roger Spottiswoode (Under Fire, The Best of Time.
Gus Van Sant (Mala Noche, Drugstore Cowboy)
llll
RESURRECTIONS:
Brian De Palma (Blow Out, Casualties of War)
Walter Hill (Southern Comfort, 48 Hrs, johnny
I landmine)
Paul Mazursky (1)01U71Llnd Out in Beverly Hills. M(
over Paraa’or)
Robert Townc (Personal Best, Tequila Sunrise)
UNDERUSEI):
Warren Beatty (Reds)
Bo Goldman (screenwriter, Melvin and Howard. SIM,
the Moon)
Lamont johnson (Cattle Annie and Little Britches)
Irvin Kershncr (The Empire Strikes Back)
David Lean (Lawrence ()fArabid, A Passage to India)
Tony Richardson (TIM Border)
Richard Rush (The Stzmt Man)
jean-Claude Tramont (All Night Long)
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Mike Leigh, whose High Hopes (1989) traced the disillusion-
ment and muted optimism of a countercultural couple who
still do things like visit Karl Marxls grave; and Stephen Frears,
whose My Beautiful Laundrette (1986) touched on the racism
and economic anxieties of Thatcherls England while also tell-
ing the story of a Pakistani family and a biracial, homosexual
love affair. These directors donlt give in to French frivolity or
West German gloom or American sentimentality. And they
have a goading intelligence thatls often downright galvaniz-
ing. These moviemakers seize on Thatcher as a target the way
American moviemakers should have seized on Reagan and
now Bush. But whatls most valuable about them isnlt their
political sniping_itis the way their movies reflect a full experi-
ence of life.
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ness, the action peaks when a bunch of upper-middle-class
teens party with the parents gone, and, in The Big Chill,
formerly countercultural friends display their current state of
consciousness as they share kitchen chores-men and women
alike!-and mellow out to tunes from Motown. A convincing
surface reality and a rock-and-roll sound track conceal a lack
of emotional depth or analysis. These movies are stuffed with
histtionic effects, but in the end theylre red-hot vacuums; their
one superficially ameliorative effect is to make messy emo-
tions seem manageable.
In these high-concept soap operas, any controversial issue
the moviemakers might raise, any authentic emotional tor-
ment they might touch on, is sacrinced for a cute cut or
a wisecrack, or a crowd-pleasing flourish of senti-
ment. They mix the prestige of Kramer us.
Kramer and Ordinary People, movies that ,. I
established a mood of upper-middle-class
angst and proceeded to tidy it all away,
with the box-office appeal of Flasbdance,
the movie where hyperactive editing com-
bined with a girl-against-the-world story
to bring American Elm into the age (and
domination) of MTV. The results are
relationship movies-with a beat.
The major recipe for blockbuster suc-
cess in the Hollywood 0f the eighties was
simple: rock Videos and Rea-
ganism. From videos we get the
camera and editing tricks, the re-
lentless sound tracks, and the gen-
eral predominance of sensations
over storytelling. From Rea-
ganism we get the yearning for old
politics even more directly in his 1988 HBO series, Tanner.)
American moviemakers are issuing, en masse, a visual SOS:
TV is turning us into hollow men and women.
There are plenty of business reasons why filmmakers would
want to get in their licks at TV in particular and at media
slickness in general. More than ever, sales to network TV,
cable, and Videocassettes have lubricated the major studiosl
cash flow. Increasingly, bigestar movies like the Lethal Weap-
on flicks (starring Mel Gibson and Danny Glover as
Q1 LAPD detectives) are tailored to TV-audience re-
flexes. And once films actually get produced and
distributed, their success is often dependent on
_ a the infiltration of clips and sound bites in
i commercials and spot appearances
’1)x on the morning and late-night
W talk shows, or entire hours
devoted to them by Oprah
and Donahue. These days,
not only are films advertised
on TV, TV shows are adver-
tised in movie theaters. You
have to wonder whether
the audience that comes
to see When Harry Met
Sally . . . in the movie house
can tell it apart from the
trailer for the Richard Lewis/
Jamie Lee Curtis TV series,
Anything but Love.
t Even art-house dis-
tributors rely on plugs from the on-
going real-life Paul Mazursky satire,
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sis on attitude and image over
thought and substance. One of the
quintessential eighties movies was
Top Gun (1986): basically, its an
air show with all the air squeezed out of it, a story of a pilot
named Maverick (Tom Cruise) who tries to go to the head of
his flight class in scenes that reduce piloting to a video-game
level, while the rock tracks give even the ground scenes a fair
share of whooshes and crackles.
The MTV beat has grown so insistent that any movie leav-
ing it behind is immediately taken to be praiseworthy and
adult. So mushballs like Field ofDreams (a baseball nostalgia
blitz that could be called IIOn Golden Cornll) are acclaimed as
part of Hollywoodls foray into adulthood.
Even those moviemakers wholve worked in TV tend to
view television as both a hype engine and an all-purpose
addictive drug. In their movies, many of them have felt com-
pelled to impose their gripes against the boob tube on seem-
ingly unrelated plots, as Robert Altman did in his brilliant
Nixon lampoon, Secret Honor. In this RMN sleazorama,
Nixon pleads his guilt and higher innocence in front of a bank
of video cameras_the source, one is led to presume, of his
downfall and now his expiation. (Altman attacked media
Videos and Reaganism.
_
thats not only how a film gets made,
but also how it gets favorably dis-
tributed, advertised, and reviewed.
Some directors just buy into TVls de-
mands, like Stallone 0r Adrian Lyne
(who, in addition to Flasbdance and
Fatal Attraction, directed 9V2 Weeks-the Tiger Beat version
of Last Tango in Paris, in which Mickey Rourke spoons
foodstuffs down Kim Basingerls throat as the Newbeats sing
IlBread and Butterh). They package energy in TV-commercial
fashion, capturing an audience with the equivalent of low-
level hypnosis: repetitious, heavy-handed imagery and a
sound track that hammers Viewers into submission.
Whats needed isnlt only politically aggressive moviemak-
ing, but movies that confront the real adult world in which
politics is one important component, along with sexual and
psychological turmoil and euphoria, fellow feeling and aliena-
tion, and culture as its experienced in the streets and on the
avenues. In this context, even an unassuming satire like
Mazurskyls Down and Out in Beverly Hills-the movie that
revived the talents of Bette Midler, Nick Nolte, and Richard
Dreyfuss-is refreshing, even tonic. It captures both the cod-
dled nature of an upper-Class oasis like Beverly Hills, Circa
1986, and the way its mansion-loving men and women yearn
for direct experience. (Continued on page 54)
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LA. ’5 street-
corner man
Eduardo Gonzalez can nev-
cr finish a story anymorc. For
instance, sitting 0n the grass in
the sunshine at Los Angclcsk
Harhor Regional Park he is
describing his two-hour
Russian roulette torture by
Salvadoran death squadx
h(llickf he says, putting, his
finger to his hc;1d,;1cti11g()ut
the first of five pulls 0f the
trigger.
"I had an image of myself
dead." he says.
h(ilick," he says again, re-
membering the second empty
chamber.
But when a Guatemalan
quietly squats down next to
him, needing a form ex-
plained, and a Mexican lines
up to ask a question, Gonzalez
stops his story. hThese cannot
wait? he says definitively, geth



ting up from the grass.
The men who interrupt
Gonzalezls stories are Los An-
geles,s beleaguered day
laborers. Six mornings a week,
despite angry community
complaints, desperately bad
working conditions, and an
immigration law that bars
them from regular jobs, thou-
sands of largely undocu-
mented men crouch in wait for
drive-by hire on dozens of
street corners. On a typical
corner, maybe twenty out of
one hundred men will get
work digging ditches or haul-
ing trash.
Six mornings a week
Gonzalez is there, working
with the Central American
Refugee Center and Los An-
gelesls impressive coalition of
rights groups. He approaches
the men on the corners, passes
out comic book novelas out-
lining their rights, records
incidents of INS sweeps and of
men not being paid, and talks
up the power of group de-
fense. Since fleeing El Salvador
in 1984, Gonzalez, thirty-f’ive,
has devoted his life to these
men-many of them coun-
trymen. Displaced, he finds
consolation in organizing the
displaced.
Stunning victories have re-
sulted. When the city of
Glendale sought to ban the
soliciting of work from a side-
walk, the day laborers elected
representatives and joined a
drive to defeat the measure.
Later, Gonzalez helped con-
vince Los Angeles officials to
create day labor 1lhiring hallsl,
with work coordinators,
bathrooms, English Classes,
phones, and fair systems for
allocating jobs. The city hired
Gonzalez as liaison between
the men and the experiment.
Gonzalez concedes the in-
herent difficulty of convincing
hungry, transient, often trau-
matized workers from dif-
ferent nations and regions to
organize themselves. llThe
men are fearful and uncom-
fortable? he says. uThey feel
the hostility of the neighbor-
hood. Yet they have their
family waiting and donlt want
At the Center for Constitutional Rights Voting Rights Project in
Mississippi, Margaret Carey has yet to lose a case.
to go home without money to
their childls question, Where
have you worked? 50 they
must come to the corners?
To win their trust, so does



he, leaning close to the men to
talk with them. llThatls the
key. Each day, each day, each
day. Eventually they come to
know my intentions?
And his commitment. In
1978, as a young government
worker in El Salvador, Gon-
zalez began organizing a
public employees union; de-
spite threats, he never stopped.
Eventually his brother was
killed, his two closest CO-
workers lldisappearedjl and
Gonzalez was forced into a
van, blindfolded. One bullet.
Six chambers. Five pulls of the
trigger. Each one, the story
concludes, a 11Click?
s1Either they lied about the
bullet in the gun or I got
luckyf says Gonzalez, dark
humor in his eyes. The inci-
dent led to his bitter decision
to flee. Alone in the United
States (his family has since
joined him), he had one over-
riding thought: uNo matter
where I am in the world, I will
work with my people?
- Bruce Kelley
Challenging
the Delta blues
As most lawyers will tell
you, the keys to successful
practice in the 19805 are the
right connections, upscale
offices, and large banks of
computers. Few lawyers, how-
ever, are as successful as
voting rights advocate Mar-
garet Carey. Since setting up
shop in 1983 in Greensville,
Mississippi, to spearhead the
Center for Constitutional
Rights Voting Rights Project,
Carey has yet to lose a case.
And she wins without any of
the customary trappings of
U.S. law-access to power and
money. Instead, Carey in-
volves whole communities in
the legal process, turning the
traditional lawyer-client
relationship upside down.
llFirst, you have to believe
that they have the right to be
involved, and second, that
they are capable of doing itfl
she says of the poverty-strick-
en black communities she
represents. 91f you believe this,
you respect them . . . you un-
derstand that you are working
in their behalf. We empower
the community to make its
j :le HJWH; tft. X!!!
4
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own decisions, because they
are the ones who have to live
with the results."
Take her case in the town of
Belzoni in the Mississippi Del-
ta. 0n the advice of the South
Delta Planning Authority
(which has set up similar
seams around the regionh lo-
cal white authnrities made
sure that any lmveineome
housing was built just outside
the town line. Soon the major-
ity of Belzonians were tech-
nically living outside of town
and thus unable to vote in mu-
nicipal elections. And 98.9
percent of them were black.
As Carey puts it, 9They were
given a choice between decent
housing and citizenship."
Appeals about the situation
had been made for twenty
years, to no avail. But with the
community involved, things
began to change. When the
town refused to carry out a
new census, Carey organized
the disenfranchised to carry
out their own until the town
gave in. ltAnd if someone
wasnlt home because he was
working at the catfish plantf
she says, llthey knew when to
come back.v
Last spring, as a result of
Careyls successful challenge to
elections within town, blacks
won three of five seats on the
town board, becoming the
first black elected officials in
Belzoni since Reconstruction.
And the new leadership is
moving to annex the llout-
side" areas back into town.
Carey, thirty-five, says the
civil rights lawyers of the
19505 and 3603 inspired her
choice of profession, uhutl
never thought I’d still have to
be fighting the same cases they
wereW ()ne of six children in a
poor Key West family, Carey
went through law school on
scholarship at Georgetown
University. She was soon
picked up by the US. Com-
mission on Civil Rights, but
finding it gutted by the Reagan
administration, headed for the
South and the grass roots.
Though she moved to a
slow-paeed rural area, Carey
continues to work nonstop.
3o MOTIllak j()NI-.S/JAN. 1990
Margaret Carey’s clients in Belzoni, Mississippi: Their house
is owned by State Representative David Holbrook.
Her cases usually begin with
community meetings, and she
always stays lluntil all the
questions have been an-



swered? Her organizing has
spread to several states, and
her car is a familiar sight on
county roads as she drives, late
at night, to another battle.
uElections are not every-
thing,n she admits. iiWC all
know the role economics can
pl;in Still, says Carey, voting
rights matter in the commu-
nities she represents: ulf health
centers mean people are going
to be around longer, or a sher-
iff’s elected who wonlt shoot
black youth so there will be
more of them around, that
opens up room for people to
take the next step?
-Bob Oatertag
Nora Bredes
Shutting down
Shoreham ’s nuke
Love and arrogance kept
Nora Bredes on a ten-year
quest to stop the Shoreham
nuclear power plant from ever
generating electricity on Long
Island New York. Her intense
love for tlThe Island? a place
evoking childhood memories
of days at the beach, made the
Long Island Lighting Com-
pany’s attitude seem even
more infuriating. llLILCO had
this really condescending, ar-
rogant attitude toward peo-
ple? she says. "The utility
thought that it could run
roughshod over the commu-
nity. The injustice of it all
carried me on."
It was no small feat to stick
with a battle that Bredes, back
in 1979, thought was just a
summertime commitment. She
helped form the Shoreham
Opponents Coalition to inter-
vene formally in the Nuclear
Regulatory Commissionls li-
censing proceedings for the



plant, serving as the groups
paid organizer at the princely
wage of five dollars an hour.
For ten years, Bredes, now
thirty-nine, clashed with the
well-financed and powerful
utility. In June 1989, Shore-
hamIs shareholders approved
a settlement that will keep the
plant closed.
The victory at Shoreham
was significant for other bat-
tles in which local residents,
inflamed by the nuclear indus-
tryls financial boondoggles
and afraid of environmental
catastrophe, have organized to
stop power plants. From
Shoreham to Rancho Seco in
California, success in shutting
down plants has encouraged
opponents of nuclear power.
The defeat of LILCO has
made Bredes a recognized po-
litical figure on Long Island-
she now serves on the Long
Island Power Authority-but
her achievements diant come
naturally. Bredes had to over-
come personal doubts as well
as LILCO,s lawyers and cor-
porate executives. III was not a
person who found it easy to
speak in public. I enjoyed sit-
ting quietly reading or writ-
ingf she says. II had never
known how to form people
into a campaign? She had to
learn how to write a press
release and how to lobby.
Doggedly, she drew legislators
into the hght; by 1989, Bredes
estimates, the county had
spent $15 to 20 million trying
to close Shoreham.
Bredes says LILCO was
almost an ally, repeatedly
shooting itself in the foot.
9Every year, they filed for rate
increases to cover the costs,
and they couldrft keep
IShorehamJ on schedulef she
says. When the coalition
helped spearhead a ratepayers
rights campaign, the office
often logged a hundred calls a
day protesting the increases. In
1970, Shorehamls cost was
put at $271 million. In 1989,
the shuttered plantIs price tag
was about $5 .5 billion, more
than twenty times its original
estimate.
At times, Bredes wanted to
quit-particularly as the
movement grew and egos
clashed. ’II was tired of the
internal politicsf she says.
9W6 had all kinds of people
and we didnlt always agree?
As the media coverage in-



creased, people fought over
the spotlight. 11Because of the
way we treat people on televi-
sion, (television isl supposed
to have some special aura. But
it can create tensionf, she
says, sighing.
Still, as others drifted in and
out of the movement, Bredes
stuck with the fight. 11There
was the personal romance and
the exhilaration of participat-
ing in something you knew
was changing peoples lives?
she says. She vows to 9keep at
it until the plant is decommis-
sioned? Then, says Nora
Bredes, she wants to do some-
thing else: create a political
action committee to fight
other environmental battles on
her beloved island.
- Jonathan Tadim’
Bridget Milligan
A firebrand
lights into
Exxonb spill
Bridget Milligan insists that
she is not an organizer. Wm
just a one-person personj, she
says, Ilwith my shop and my
fishing license? But every
other word out of her mouth
since ExxonIs oil spill rocked
her fishing town of Kodiak,
Alaska, is Ilwef
IIWe took it personal? she
says of the oil spill, and of
Exxonk withdrawal of sup-
port for the towns innovative
cleanup project. Milligan,
ALEDA YOURDAN
forty-four, saw that lit was
ridiculous what Exxon was
giving outn to clean up the oil:
Ilhve-gallon buckets with
holes in them." She and sever-
al neighbors developed the
idea of using nets and booms
made of geotextile, a fabric
that absorbs twenty times its
weight in oil while allowing
water to pass through. Usmg
an abandoned aircraft hangar,
with support from the Kodiak
Island Borough, a group of
volunteers started sewing.
Soon they were putting out
1,500 feet of boom a day,
sending nets to other hard-hit
areas, and developing a state-
wide network of people
involved in seat-of-the-pants
Oil rescue technology.
On june 9, says Milligan,
IIwe were informed by Exxon
that our services were no long-
er needed? and that Exxon
would not support any clean-
up effort that used geotextile.
As the water temperature rose,



residents could see a sheen of
oil and the edge of the spill
coming closer. IIWe wanted to
go out and get the oil out of
the water, right?9 says Milli-
gan. IIWeke fishermen; thatIs
what we know how to do, get
stuff out of the water. Exxon
did everything they could to
not let us get oil out. They,ll
never use anything else but
their own product?
Milligan kept working, bat-
tling federal officials and oil
company representatives, sew-
ing around the clock, and
organizing the community to
keep fighting the spill. IIWhen
I say we? she explains, 91
mean the whole town of
Kodiak. We had to do some-
thing about the oil spill.
People were saying, IGod,
whats wrong with me; they
felt guilty for not stopping the
oil. Its like a child who gets
raped, the guilt is put on
them? And Milligan knew it
was useless to rely on Exxon.
IIWhen someone asked why
they weren,t doing anything,
IId say, II-Ioney, they is youf I
Now Kodiak volunteers have
taken over beach cleanup,
freeing money to implement
their own pioneer oil bounty
program.
An Alaskan for the last sev-
enteen years, Milligan says she
originally settled in Kodiak
IIbecause I really loved the
land and wanted to leave the
world behind. And now its
like the world came back
around and said you can,t es-
cape, you have to do your
part? Today, says Milligan, 91
eat, sleep, drink, and breathe
recovering oil?
The woman who has be-
come one of the driving forces
behind KodiakIs townwide
campaign is still surprised at
herself. 91 used to hear that the
nineties were going to be the
decade of ecology, and all
kinds of people were going to
get involved;, she says. III just
didnlt think I was going to be
one of them?
But the oil crisis has left
Milligan with little patience
for traditional environmen-
talism. III feel were got to
stop being peaceful, sweet lit-
tle people saying isn,t nature
beautiful; were got to wake
up and take these guys at
Exxon up by their shirt collars
and say, IYoujve got to stop
fucking people over, Icause



were not going to let you do it
anymore? 9 - Sara Milea
Milk and power
struggles down
on the farm
In the winter of 1985, the
odds against stopping genetic
engineering research at the
University of Wisconsin
seemed overwhelming. The
powerful chemical industry
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and university officials were
pushing experiments with
bovine growth hormone
(B(iH), a newly created sub-
stance intended to inerease
milk produetion. Pieketing in
front of the campus was a lone
dairy farmer with a home-
made sign and some crude
leaflets. But by 1989 the chem-
ical lobby had met its match:
the lone picketer had grown
into the statewide Coalition
for Responsible Technology,
and the university was unable
to find any buyers or proees
sors for milk from experimen-
tal herds treated with B(iH.
The pieketer, sixty-three-
year-oldjohn Kinsman from a
family dairy near Lime Ridge,
Wisconsin, has become an in-
ternationally known rabble-
rouser and BGH expert.
Kinsmant traveling in 1987 to
address the European Parlia-
ment, met European farmers
who told him they had heard
farmers in Wisconsin were
marching on the university. lll
said, lWell, youlre looking at
himf 3, he recalls.
The U.S. chemical cartel
(American Cyanamid, Mon-
santo, Lilly, and Upjohn) has a
lot at stake in BGH, the first
genetically engineered product
to enter the food chain, al-
though the use of the hormone
in cattle of breeding age ap-
pears to cause birth defects in
calves. In spite of initial tests
suggesting it is also harmful to
the human immune system
and that these effects can be
passed to future generations,
the companies are attempting
to rush it into use.
Kinsman says that wide-
spread use of B(JH would not
only endanger consumers but
end family dairy farming in
the United States. Only the
largest agribusinesses could
obtain the computer tech-
nology needed to administer
B(iH, he claims, and vast
amounts of cheap milk pro-
duced with the aid of the
artificial hormone could flood
the market, wiping out smaller
farmers and eo-ops. Kinstnan
describes the BGH controver-
sy as lla power struggle for
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multinationals to gain control
of the dairy industryfl
Like many of his neighbors,
Kinsman began his political
life llinvolved in Republican
issues." He is also a devoted



family man who listens closely
to his ten children. In the early
1960s his oldest son went to
Mississippi as a civil rights
volunteer; the following year,
when his son went back, he
was accompanied by his fa-
ther. HWe really had to rethink
our lives? says Kinsman of
the experience. Soon he was at
the center of a blaek-white
farmer exchange program be-
tween the Deep South and
Wisconsin. llNowf he says,
uwhen people from here go on
a vacation, they invariably go
through Mississippi so they
can see their friends?
It is the skills and commit-
ment acquired in the Civil
rights movement that have
made the anti-BGH organiz-
ing so successful. After failing
to win in the legislative arena,
where the money spread
around by the chemical lobby
was an insurmountable obsta-
cle, KinsmanTs movement won
at the grass-roots level by ap-
pealing directly to consumers.
Several consumer food giants
-Dannon, Yoplait, Safeway,
and Kraft-have announced
their refusal to purchase BGH
milk, and the University of
Wisconsin remains unable to
find any milk processor.
And if B(EH milk is sold,
warns Kinsman, utheylll have
to make it into cheese and
store it until people forget
about it. And people are not
going to forget."
-Bo/I Oatertag
Fred W’illiams
F rom gang-
banging to
common ground
The pavement of the jordan
Downs Housing Project in
Watts is strewn with refuse,
fastefood containers, eon-
doms, papers, rotting fruit.
But that doesnt hinder the
"IWister Fred" (left) and "blister Jim" with their kids.
"We’re there for them, and we don’t take no crap."
pace of Fred Williams as he
hurries to meet a kid named
Quincy. llWhy you not in
school?" Williams asks the
seventh grader after giving
him a big hug. Quineyls moth-
er comes out of her apartment
with an explanation: llHe
didnt have no clean clothes to
wear.n Fred Williams and his
partners slim (ioins, tell the
mother and son that the boy
will have to be in school to-
morrow. And that theylll be
back to cheek on him. Then



they move on to the next proj-
eet apartment. And the next.
And the next.
The pair are the sole staff
members of Common
(iround, a unique drop-out
prevention program in the Los
Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict, where well over a third
of the students drop out. They
combine old-style truant of-
ficer foot patrols, social work,
and a deep personal involve-
tnent with the kids in the
Watts neighborhood who are
besieged by poverty, drugs,
and violence. Williams and
Goins hold baby showers for
new teenage parents, provide
used clothing for families who
cant afford a school ward-
robe, and give free haircuts to
the boys who line up for them
in the projects. The haircutting
sessions are the pairs trade-
mark; they know how bad
kids can feel about their ap-
pearance. And they see a lot of
similar reasons students might



not come to school-teasons
bureaucrats donat know
about.
Thirty-year-old Fred
Williams is an ex-gang mem-
ber with a boxerls build and
an intense, nonstop way of
speaking about the kids, the
neighborhood, and its prob-
lems. Ten years ago, as the
hard-core leader of a notori-
ous set in south central Los
Angeles, Williams discovered
that his influence could be
used for Change in the commu-
nity. llSomething hit me thatls
still burning in me today? he
says. lll wanted people to rec-
ognize me as someone posi-
tive.n He founded the Youth
Outreach Organization, lla
very grass-roots, raw media-
tion programll between rival
gangs. llDuring my new birth
of social consciousness I took
a look at some of the little
fellows and said no, not
them?
Williams has a mission:
finding llbasic and creative al-
ternativesll for kids who
otherwise might end up selling
drugs and gangbanging. His
zeal for getting kids to stay in
school is shared by partner
jim Coins, twenty-six, who
grew up on the opposite side
of the tracks in suburban
Riverside. The two immedi-
ately hit it off when they met
as campus aides more than
four years ago at 102nd Street
Elementary School in Watts.
Today, everybody calls the
now-familiar pair HlWlStCl’
Fred and Mister Jim."
Over the past three years,
Williams and Coins have
brought 350 students back
into Watts area schools. Their
success comes from hitting the
streets every morning, from
the rapport they have estab-
lished with parents and
neighbors, and from their
practice of llphysical out-
reach’l_often literally hauling
dropouts onto campus.
llWelre like Mission Impossi-
ble? Goins says. llWe blend
into the community. We are
covert? Adds Williams,
llMost people who do these
wonderful studies lot drop-
outsj read a lot of books. They
never hit the streets or talk to
the parents of the children. But
weire there for them. And me
and jim dont take no crap.
. . . We been out here too
long? - SudanAnJeman



BJ Isaacson-Jones
The woman
behind W/ebater
just won,t quit
St. Louis, Missouri, nestles
alongside the Mississippi
River at the edge of the Bible
Belt. It is home to Reproduc-
tive Health Services (RHS), a
clinic providing abortion ser-
vices to women who come
from a ten-state area, and
who know it is one of the few
places that will treat all wom-
en regardless of ability to pay.
Four years ago thirty-eight-
year-old BJ lsaacson-jones,
the executive director of RHS,
helped launch a fight against
state antiabortion legislation,
which led to the Supreme
Court case Webster U. Re-
productive Health Services.
llAlthough we knew at the
time it would have no direct
impact on our agency,n she ex-
plains, llwe felt it had to be
Challenged? In an era of sharp
attack on the pro-choice
movement, rather than retreat
to the comfortable role of
service providers, lsaacson-
Jones and her staff took the
offensive as political activists.
january 1989 found the
abortion rights movement un-
sure of what the coming hear-
ing of Webster would mean,
and stymied by its bleak pros-
pects. lll-low can I sit here,"
lsaacson-jones remembers
thinking, bland wait for the na-
tional leaders to tell us what to
do around our case? I thoughtt
I need to get involved with my
family, with RHS. And Ilm
going to ask them if they will
support me if they will trust
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nu;  1nd it we um light :1 tin:
.uul start gcncmting activity
mm the bottom up."
She got .1 response. "N0 (mc
quit. Hwy .IH pitchvd in. Hwy
hclpcd nmkc telephone calls.
Thcy look out petitions And
dld vwrylhing Ihdt Ihcy could.
WC got m’u’r cight hundrcd
inquiries from enthusiastic
former patients who wanted
(0 gm involvcd." I)cspitc;1
tircbomb attack on :1 branch
facility, Isaacson-jmms do
clarcs  nobody backed down.
 thn wc’rc powerful, the
stuff and I, then wc have the
ability, the skills, the resources
Charon Ascloyer-Rockboy a1 a Child’s grave 0n the Yankton Sioux Re
to allow our clicnts t0 Ix-
puwcrful as wcll.n
lsaacson-joncsK  ()pcn Lct-
tcr to 21 Million Women,"
published in papers across the
country, raised over $150,000
for connnunity cducation and
helped loancomc womcn
travel to Washington, l).(L.,
Sen’ation, where
for the April 1989 March for
Womcnk lives. In February,
on ("W of the coldest days of
thc ycur, the clinic and its local
coalition also put more than
six hundred marchers (m the
streets of St. I.()L1is,atumout
anrcccdcntcd in that city.
Donations to thc clinids Iow-
infant mortality is 28.8%. At right, in a tribal council meeting.
_
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income abortion fund poured
in from every state and several
foreign countries.
It hasnIt been easy, ac-
knowledges Isaacson-jones.
ItTaking different routes home
each night on the advice of the
bomb and arson people has
grown just a little too com-
fortable. Death threats are
very painful and scary. And
when I have these experiences,
in the middle of the night my
sleep is fretful. And I find that
in the shower the following
morning, I wonder-could
they possibly be right? But I
always come back more
Strongly committed to my
position?
The Supreme Court ruling
on Webster opened the door to
state-by-state legislative as-
saults on abortion rights.
Undaunted, RI-IS has now
taken to doing firsthand edu-
cation of Missouri legislators
by providing them with clinic
tours and the chance to ob-
serve counseling sessions with
willing Clients. Through this,
Isaacson-Jones explains, III
think they understand how
very complicated the choice is-
sue is for women. Even if these
people are antichoice, they
come away with something
they didnit have before. They
will never look at abortion the
same way again?
- Sumi Hodlri/co
2t
1
4
AC
_c.
Asetoyer-Rockboy
One life at a
time, she saves
a nation
iiNO other ethnic group has
over 1 percent of its people
infected? says Charon
Asetoyer-Rockboy, a thirty-
eight-year-old Comanche ac-
tivist. IIWelre looking at whole
nations that can be wiped
out? Asetoyer-Rockboy, di-
rector of the Native American
Womenls Health Education
Resource Center on the Yank-
ton Sioux Reservation in Lake
Andes, South Dakota, is talk-
ing about AIDS. IIThe rate of
AIDS in Native Americans
doubled from 1987 to 1988;,
she says, lland doubled again
from 1988 to 89. In my com-
munity_there,s Eve thousand
of us-how long could it take
to get the majority of us in-



fected? Not very longll,
Asetoyer-Rockboy has
made it her business to talk
about AIDS, despite the pro-
nouncement a few years ago
by the director of the national
Indian Health Service that gay
and bisexual Native Ameri-
cans were nonexistent, and
AIDS llnot a Native American
problem? When an HIV-
positive Client walked into her
center, Asetoyer-Rockboy says
she realized it was time to con-
front the homophobia and the
silence around AIDS. uYou
canlt just go along with blind-
ers 0nd she says. llWell, you
can-but you,ll wind up being
pallbearers for your children,
and your relatives.9
Her response was to pro-
duce homemade comic books
and posters about AIDS and
develop workshops where at
hrst, she says, Ilonly six or
seven people would show up?
Undaunted, she taught reser-
vation women safe-sex con-
cepts, and got them to open
the doors to their homes Ilso
our youth can get confidential
and factual information on a
one-to-one basis?
Asetoyer-Rockboy is no
stranger to controversy. In
1985, the Indian Health Set-
vice phased out its work on
fetal alcohol syndrome and
fetal alcohol effect-aftaid,
charges Asetoyer-Rockboy,
that the scope of the problem
she and other community
health workers were reporting
was so vast that dealing with it
would cost millions. Asetoyer-
Rockboy knew that the dis-
eases, which irreversibly
damage children born to
women who drink alcohol
while pregnant, were Ildevas-
tatinglI Native Americans-
and entirely preventable. So
she started a one-person office
in the basement of her home
to deal with the frightening ef-
fects of fetal alcohol syndrome
0n the reservation.
I-Ier approach, in contrast
to the punitive measures oth-
ers have urged for alcohol-
and drug-abusing mothers,
was resolutely prowoman.
IIFAS defined a lot of areas for
us to work on? says Asetoyer-
Rockboy_areas such as nu-
trition counseling, family
planning, OB/GYN self-help,
child-development programs,
after-school and special educa-
tion programs for PAS kids,



Alcoholics Anonymous
groups, womenls support
groups, adult education, do-
mestic abuse work, and
emergency safe housing. In
1987, with advice and dona-
tions from the National Black
Womenls Health Project, the
Latino Womenls Health Net-
work, and the National
Womens Health Network,
Asetoyer-Rockboy bought a
$6,000 brick house where it
all could take place.
Today, the house is the
nerve center of political ac-
tivism on the reservation.
Asetoyer-Rockboy is hoping
to start support services and a
hospice on the reservation for
people with AIDS, since, she
says, the Indian Health Service
is once again not dealing with
the problem. IIThey do blind
testing," she says, lland won"t
tell people if they have the
virusfl Women are going to
have to take the initiative, says
Asetoyer-Rockboy. "The re-
sponsibility of protecting and
providing for our nation falls
right into our hands, as grand-
mothers, mothers, aunties,
and sisters? -Sara Milm
SARA MILES
_,;7 ___
Stopping cops
and fighting
racial Violence
In the first eight months of
1989, about one person a
week died in police custody in
New York City. Scores more-
nearly all of them black, Lati-
no, and Asian-have been the
victims of police assaults. 9P0-
lice brutality is the most infuri-
ating kind of racist violence,"
says Mini Liu, explaining why
the Committee Against Anti-
Asian Violence (CAAAV) de-
cided to seek justice in a case
involving a police attack on a
Chinatown family. IIThese are
the people who are supposed
to be there to protect you; it
just brings out my ragefa
Liuls rage-and her remark-
able ability to organize-
forced the city to settle in a
case filed by the Woo and
Wong family after police
broke into their apartment
and beat and arrested four
family members. CAAAV
helped the family find legal
counsel, then mobilized the
Chinatown community, col-
lecting signatures on street
corners in a petition drive,
bringing people to the court-



room, and protesting on the
street until the district at-
torney agreed to meet with the
group. Charges against the
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victims were finally dropped,
and the familyk eountersuit
was settled out of court for
$90,000-a significant out-
come in New York, where
cops are routinely exonerated
and victims go to jail. "Many
times immigrants want to be-
lieve that if you stay quiet.
things will get better," says
Liu. "This tells people its
worth fighting, rather than
taking the path of least re-
sistance."
Liu, forty, has never taken
that path. As a family doctor
working in a community clinic
on New Yorkls Lower East
Side, Liu was inspired by hear-
ing "the real stories the hard-
core struggles of people’s
lives" from her patients, most
of them Latinos, immigrants,
and poor. She joined those
struggles, organizing for com-
munity control of health
services, against cutbacks in
services, for tenants rights-
always working to bring peo-
ple together in coalition. ltAll
together? she says, 1lwe are
the majority. If we cant get
together we wont see any real
change.n
But its the issue of racial
violence, believes Liu, that
most sharply explodes the
myth of Asian Americans as
llmodel minoritiesll exempt
from the problems faced by
African Americans and Lati-
nos in white America. llSuref
she says, llpeople like to be
told theylre smarter than any-
one else, that we work harder,
welre different from other
people of color? She shakes
her head: uThat myth is a lie.
1th like the Gold Mountain, a
promise of something that
eanlt be. That is not the expe-
rience of our people?
After the Howard Beach
and Bensonhurst murders, Liu
organized Asian Americans to
come out in support of black
protests. llMarching in Ben-
sonhurst was scary. I just donlt
understand where all the hate
comes from. I mean, intellec-
tually I understand it. But
when I looked at those faces
screaming at us, I wanted to
say, lWait a minute, listen,
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were all human beingsf
And yet, she says, there
is positive movement, as
(IAAAV brings together new
immigrants from many coun-



tries and Asian Americans
who llunderstand the system a
little better," building a solid
base for justice. llllve learned,n
says Liu, uhow it makes sense
to be working from your own
base, be it your racial or ethnic
community, or where you live
and work. Thats what hap-
pened in New York around
racial violence: each commu-
nity developing its own orga-
nizing. And, fortunately,
therels been networking and
coalition building among all
()f us.H -Sara Miled
Edna Sauls
Proud to be a
daughter of
Mother Jones
Until April 1989, Edna
Sauls never made waves. By
her own description, she was a
traditional housewife. Her
days were spent doing laun-
dry, cutting the grass, and
fixing meals for her husband,
Doug, a miner who works for
the Pittston Coal Group, Inc.
But on April 19, Saulsls life
changed forever. At 9 A.M.,
she and thirty-eight other
women walked quietly into
Pittstonls local headquarters in
Lebanon, Virginia, sat down
in the lobby, and sang 11We
Shall Not Be Movedfl They
occupied the headquarters for
more than thirty hours, in sup-
port of some 1,700 members
of the United Mine Workers of
America (UMWA) who had
struck Pittston after working
without a contract for more
than a year.
Since that day, the forty-
one-year-old Sauls has
emerged as a leader of the
women involved in one of the
most important and explosive
strikes in current U.S. labor
history. The women, who call
themselves the Daughters of
Mother jones, took the name
as a way of resurrecting and
finding inspiration in the fight-
ing spirit of Mary Harris
llMotherll Jones, a union or-
ganizer in the coalfields whom
a prosecutor once called the
most dangerous woman in
America.
Sauls could hardly be de-
scribed as dangerous or fiery.
She is unassuming, modest,
and quick to smile. But when
it comes to describing the
mine workers, fight for sur-
Vival, she speaks in an even,
forceful voice. llWelve got to
be tough like Mother jones,n



says Sauls. llShe probably
didnt get a shower every day.
and she was tired, and we
keep reminding each other of
her. If weare picketing and it
starts raining, we say we have
to stay and be strong like
Mother jonesfl
Saulsls ability to articulate
the pain and suffering of
miners families has nudged
her into a leadership role. Al-
though her father was a
farmer, mining has played a
central role in her life. Six of
her brothers and two of her
sisters have picked at the fac-
ing of a coal mine deep inside
the earth. When she was eigh-
teen, Sauls married a miner.
The womenls takeover of
the companys headquarters
sparked a wave of militancy
among the striking miners.
Within weeks, thousands of
UMWA members, family
members. and supporters
would sit down in front of
coal trucks and coal mines.
Hundreds would be arrested.
But Sauls and her comrades
were not satisfied with the sit-
in. On April 25, she and more
than 450 other men and wom-
en sat down in front of one of
Pittstons preparation plants,
known as Moss 3, blocking
access to the facility. For Sauls
it was a family affair. uThree
of my brothers, my sister, my
husband; and my sister-in-law
were there,w she says proudly.
One by one, they were hauled
away by state troopers.
It was not an easy decision
to flaunt the law. Like most of
her peers, Sauls was raised in a
very religious family. Authori-
..
ty figures were to be respected.
lll never even had a parking
ticketf she says, laughing.
Sauls says she used to tell her
daughter llthat if anything
happened the policeman was
her friend. Now, I donlt trust
the state troopers."
Sauls admits to being net-
vous, but vows she will go to
jail again for as long as it takes
-until her husband and the
rest of the miners go back to
work. llUsually the ladies have
bake sales, but if we didn,t do
this, we wonlt have anything.
We felt that Pittston had al-
ready broken the law by
taking away our health bene-
fits. We wanted people to
know what was happening
down here? she says. 11My



husband is forty-two years
old, hels worked in the mines
for twenty-four years. Whols
going to hire him for another
job? If we donlt win, we might
as well go to jail, because
theylre taking everything we
have?
She pauses for a moment
and looks at her eleven-
month-old grandson, Rusty.
11Welre doing it for him so
hell have something when he
gets older?
Saulsls actions are a power-
ful testament to the state of
labor relations in America to-
day. Pittston set out upon a
determined course to break
the union, eschewing the bar-
gaining table for the strong-
arm tactic of forcing the union
out on strike. Vance Interna-
tional Asset Protection Team,
a private security force, was
hired to patrol the area; its
ominous jeeps with polarized
black windows cruise the
tense roads.
Opposite this force the
miners chose to sit in roads
and practice nonviolent pro-
test. But state and federal
courts issued sweeping injunc-
tions against the UMWA,
prohibiting mass picketing or
nonviolent civil disobedience
and levying millions of dollars
in fines. The state sent in
about three hundred heavily
armed troopers to keep the
coal trucks rolling.



Edna Sauls (left) with her daughter and grandson, a
’lpicket-line baby" (above). Striking miners (left).
On September 17, ninety-
eight miners, including Doug
Sauls, stormed Moss 3 and 0c-
cupied it for four days. Thou-
sands of miners and their
supporters blocked state
troopers from breaking up the
first takeover of a US. plant in
over fifty years. With Rusty in
her arms, Edna Sauls stood at
the edge of the bridge leading
to Moss 3, communicating
with the occupiers by walkie-
talkie. For hours, as the ten-
sion ebbed and flowed, she
remained steady, leading the
crowd in chanting and sing-
ing, ready to pay the price of
incarceration.
Mary Harris Jones would
have been proud of her.
-J0nat/m/1 Yimini
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Japanese printmaker Masami Teraoka elevates AIDS
exhibit at Hawaii’s Contemporary Museum-and did double duty promoting condom use.
prevention 10 an art form. A poster featuring "Geisha in Bath" announced Teraoku’s recent



How the World Is
Selling Safe Sex
0ND 0M
ONUNIRUM
By David Talbot
lfred Machela splits his life between the First
and Third worlds. His lover is in Stockholm,
his calling in Soweto, the sprawling, dusty
South African township where he grew up.
Machela,s cocoa cheeks are grooved with the
ancient markings of his African tribe. The
day he spoke at the Fifth International AIDS
Conference, held earlier this year in
Montreal, he was wearing stone-washed
denim overalls, a T-shirt with dancing red
hearts, and moon-walker athletic shoes.
During breaks in the conference, dozens of people from
every continent hailed Machela by his first name as they
passed him in the crowded hallways. Alfred Machela excites
admiration and curiosity within the growing world federa-
tion of AIDS educators and activists because his task is so
daunting. In a country that views black life as expendable,
homosexuality as nonexistent, and sex education as an
obscenity, Alfred Machela plays the role of safe-sex mission-
ary to his African brethren.
IIIf you are black in South Africa, you are no more than a
monkey? he says in a voice so soft and digniHed it makes his
rage sound refined. IIIf you are gay, you are invisible-the
entire African continent has done its best to deny the exis-
tence of its gay people. My job is to tell my brothers in Soweto
that not only do they exist, they have a right to health, hap-
piness, and life?
In the context of apartheid, this is a subversive measure.
Machelals Township AIDS Project receives no funding from
the Pretoria government. The Soweto safe-sex campaign has
the quality of an underground operation, a guerrilla effort
kept alive by a handful of dedicated souls like Machela, a
thirty-one-year-old former medical technician.
Print courtesy ofMasami Teraoka and
Iannetti-Lanzone Gallery, San Francisco.
On weekends, some Soweto residents stock up on bottles
of liquor and home brew and turn their tin-roofed shacks into
bars or sbebeens. Machela befriended one such shebeen
Itqueenll and talked her into proclaiming every Sunday IIGay
Day? thereby making her establishment the first homosexual
bar in the black township. It became a safe place for men to
dance and drink together. It is also a place for Machela and
his colleagues to spread the word about AIDS and to hand
out condoms. IIPeople are eager for information? he says.
On one occasion, a young colored intern (none of the white
doctors who were approached were willing) slipped into
Soweto without a pass to set up a makeshift AIDS testing
center in the back of the shebeen. While the men in their dusty
work boots and the drag queens in their dangling jewelry and
radiant tribal robes danced to the music of Prince and Lady-
smith Black Mambazo on the patio, the intern drew blood
inside. Later he and his samples were smuggled safely out of
the township. In black South Africa, the simplest AIDS edu-
cation and prevention measures assume heroic proportions.
Promoting safe sex in South Africa is a particularly for-
midable undertaking. Here is a country, after all, where mem-
bers of Parliament feel free to rise to their feet and salute this
modern plague as the answer to the countryls social prob-
lems. But AIDS education all over the world gets enmeshed in
political, cultural, and religious agendas that can greatly com-
plicate efforts to stem the epidemic. No human malady is
more vested with symbolic meaning than AIDS. To View
AIDS posters, pamphlets, and commercials from around the
world-the global art of public health-is to uncover coun-
tries deepest assumptions about sex, family, pleasure, and
national duty.



Even the graphic images used to depict the AIDS Virus are
often politicized; they can reveal our most haunting fears. In
Israel, the virus is portrayed as a sinister-looking Palestinian
commando in classroom literature. In a poster produced by
the New York radical feminist group Gran Fury, the viral
terror takes the explicit shape of a big, ballistic erection,
accompanied by the caption: IISexism rears its unprotected
JAN. I990/MOTHICR Joxhs 39
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head. AIDS kills women? Men too, of course, but that half of
the species is not Gran Furyls concern. In Poland, a country
obsessed with economic erosion, unsafe sex has been de-
picted as a rust-corroded bolt penetrating a stainless steel nut:
the socialist realism school of erotic art.
AIDS education is an ideological battlefield. Advocates of
social tradition are trying to use the plague to enforce their
moral convictions, while proponents of sexual modernism
have seized the opportunity to expand the publicls param-
eters of tolerance.
In most parts of the world, AIDS propaganda is controlled
by the state and the educational model is highly au-
thoritarian. Official AIDS in-
formation campaigns tend to
address the citizenry as mis-
behaving children and employ
either fear or moral exhor-
tation-what the British
writer and gay activist Simon
Watney refers to as the IIter-
roristw and IImissionaryIl strat-
egies. Crosses and skulls are
common images in these cam-
paigns. A hair-raising series of
TV commercials produced in
1986 by the Australian govern-
ment, which showed the Grim
Reaper mowing down rows of
men and women like bowling
pins in hell, is still the state-of-
the-art AIDS terror campaign.
AIDS awareness material produced by gay groups and
Scandinavian health ministries, on the other hand, tends to
counter these morbid and moralistic communiques with mes-
sages that stress hope, eroticism, and humor. IISex is wonder-
fulf, rejoices a purple-tinted Danish safe-sex poster that de-
picts a naked young man and woman in a delirious embrace.
We know nothing of the couples marital status; all we know
is that latex sex has never seemed so appealing. In a Swedish
TV commercial, a mischievous dark-haired beauty blows up
a condom like a party balloon and informs the audience, IIIf
he wont put it on, tell him its off?
NOWHERE DOES THE COMPETING IMAGERY or AIDS
fight it out more feverishly than in the United States. Here we
can see some of the worlds cockiest safe-sex propaganda, the
unblushing homoerotica produced by groups like New
YorkIs Gay Menis Health Crisis and the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation. In these posters, naughty smooth-skinned
youths tug at each others Jockey shorts like tussling puppies
and shamelessly display themselves wearing nothing more
than Trojan sheaths. Gay men are supposed to act grave and
chastened in this era of contagion, but this AIDS art is filled
with lusty irreverence.
Some gay-produced safe-sex material can be just as heavy-
handed and propagandistic, in its own way, as official public
health warnings. The obsession with phallic performance, the
drive for eternal tumescence that is one of the more burden-
some aspects of gay culture, is on full display in some of these
posters. IIStay hardll is the underlying commandment of one
such poster, which reveals a man at his peak and the inscrip-
ex is wonderful,"
rejoices a Danish
poster. We know
nothing of the couple’s
marital status, but latex sex
has never seemed so appealing.
tion IISafer sex_Keep it up? But most safe-sex art created by
homosexual organizations promotes pleasure and responsi-
bility, not performance. It is preventive medicine of a playful
sort.
None of this sauciness has been allowed to seep into the



educational efforts of the U.S. government. Like most gov-
ernment-sponsored AIDS campaigns, the federal operation
sells fear and family. No media materials that even vaguely
acknowledge homosexuality as a viable sexual option or con-
cede that sexual delight can and does take place outside mar-
riage ever get through the rigorous screening process at the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC). The ever-watchful Sen-
ator Jesse Helms, moral cen-
turion from North Carolina,
makes sure of that. The world
presented in federal AIDS
propaganda is one of biblical
severity: on the dark side of the
chasm wail the Sinners, i.e., the
infected and dying; on the radi-
ant side stand the Saved, those
good family men and women
who know right from wrong.
The family is the repository
of all that is clean and chaste, in
the federal view. IIThree good
reasons for not being out with
the boysfi declares a CDC
poster featuring a Hispanic
man with his adoring wife and
two photogenic children. III
used to feel like I needed to score with others to have a good
time? the man confides. IIUntil I realized I was putting my
family at risk? What this dark-eyed Latin lover was doing
IIwith the boysll is not spelled out by the CDC, of course, but
we can use our imaginations.
The appeal to protect onels wife and children can be an
effective one in family-oriented communities. It makes sense
to tailor AIDS education to the specifications of different
ethnic, religious, and sexual groups. What plays well in San
Franciscols Castro district would undoubtedly bomb in the
barrios of San Antonio or in Miamils Little Havana. But
when U.S. public health campaigns can only acknowledge
bisexuality in the most veiled way, vital safe-sex information
cannot be communicated. Some good family men will con-
tinue to have the occasional night out with the boys, and
because these furtive pleasures are often filled with shame and
panic, these men are unlikely to exercise caution.
Those unlucky Citizens who do get infected are dead meat,
in the eyes of the US. government. cIIf you get the AIDS virus
now, you and your Idriverisl license could expire at the same
timef we are informed by another CDC poster. There is no
recognition in the current CDC campaign, billed as America
Responds to AIDS, that recently developed antiviral agents
such as AZT may delay the onset of the disease in those who
are infected with the Virus and that aerosolized pentamidine
may extend the lives of those who are sick. AIDS doctors and
scientists now emphasize that a positive AIDS test is no
longer the imminent death sentence it once was. But federal
AIDS literature continues to consign those who carry the
virus to the sunless world of the damned, a message that
jAN. 1990/MorHiaR jONES 41
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understandably discourages those at high
risk from finding out their HIV status.
Nor can federal AIDS educators bring
themselves to mention the 6 word, condom,
a strange reticence not shared by any other
Western government except that of Catholic
Ireland The CDC has gone through bizarre
contortions to avoid naming the, uh, latex
device. In one advertisement, a young man
slips a sock on his foot and earnestly tells us,
llThat wouldn,t really save my life, but
thereIs something as simple that could? Seat
belts? Well, if you have to ask, the govern-
ment probably reasoned, you,re too young
to wear one.
Of course, one prominent U.S. official,
the recently retired Surgeon General C.
Everett Koop, did break the code of silence.
But llDr. Condomil is no longer in oche and



embarrassing words no longer issue from
his bully pulpit. Instead of promoting safe
sex, we are told by Dr. James 0. Mason, the
assistant secretary of Health and Human
Services, the governmentIs current AIDS
campaign will attempt to sell the nationls
youth on the joys of sexual abstinence.
11Therels a simple way to prevent AIDS?
goes a recent CDC poster. And, yes, the teen-
age girl pictured here, wearing jeans with a
hole in the knee, has her legs resolutely
crossed. The fashionably tagged state of her
denims suggests that good girls can be cool.
This is not the first time that Washington
has tried to clamp down on teenage hor-
mones. In 1981, the Reagan administration
established a program to promote adoles-
cent chastity. It was run initially by a former
antiabortion activist from Minnesota, but
she lost her job when rumors began circulat-
ing that she was having an affair with her
married assistant. After these alleged slaves
of passion were drummed out of ofhce, the
chastity program was taken over by the
more suitable Nabers Cabaniss, a self-pro-
claimed thirty-year-old virgin. Cabaniss,
who continues in her role as the nations
chaperon under President Bush, has spent
millions of taxpayer dollars on tlfamily lifell
school programs with titles like Saying No
and Meaning It. Nonetheless, a majority of
American teenagers continue to just say yes.
In fact, more teenage boys are having sex
now than at the beginning of the decade.
The conservative morality campaigns of
the 19805 have had virtually no impact on
the nations high rates of adolescent sexual
activity. But these chastity crusaders baue
succeeded in limiting teenagers, access to
contraceptives and information. As a result,
the United States has by far the highest teen-
age pregnancy rate in the Western world.
U.S. adolescents also suffer shockingly high
levels of sexually transmitted disease. The
Center for Population Options estimates
that each year one of six teenagers contracts
a venereal disease. Dr. Gary Strokosch, di-
rector of adolescent medicine at Rush Pres-
byterian St. LukeIs Medical Center in Chi-
cago, predicts that AIDS infection among
teenagers bis going to be the next crisis. Itls
dreadful and itls going to be devastating?
It is instructive to contrast the sex-educa-
tion courses sponsored by the federal gov-
ernment with the safe-sex programs offered
in European classrooms. While teenagers in
suburban Chicago, St. Louis, Los Angeles,
and other school districts are chanting slo-
gans like IlControl Your Urginl, Be a Virginh
and IIPet Your Dog, Not Your DatelI-part
of a breathtakingly stupid program called
Sex Respect-kids in the Danish county of
Funen are watching explicit condom in-
struction videos and being handed safe-sex
kits. The Mere Sikker Sex (More Safer Sex)
campaign is run by a gay organization, but it
receives county funding and widespread
community support. Kids from twelve
years up are taught about safe sex? says
condom coach Paul Madsen, a stocky bot-
tled blond with a silver stud in one ear and



an impish grin. llThe twelve-year-olds laugh
during the video, but they like the colored
condoms. We bring dildos into the class-
room and let the kids roll on the rubbers."
Madsen is treated like Father Christmas
when he shows up in Danish schools with
his bag of safe-sex goodies. But when AIDS
activists from the group ACT UP tried to
distribute condoms recently at New York
City high schools, they were run off campus
like low-life crack dealers.
THE GLOBAL WAR ON AIDS 15 A SEPARATE
and unequal enterprise, a two-tier campaign
that accentuates the differences between the
worlds aftTuent North and impoverished
South. While the developed world looks for-
ward to controlling the disease in its stricken
population with modern sciencels latest at-
ray of wonder drugs, doctors in the Third
World struggle to stay stocked with such
basic medical supplies as syringes and latex
gloves. The cost of caring for twentyefive
AIDS patients in the United States is equal to
the entire annual budget of a two-thousand-
bed hospital in Zaire.
This same inequity is evident in AIDS ed-
ucation and prevention. The worldls great
Condom Gap was on glaring display at last
yearIs international AIDS conference in
Montreal, that one-of-a-kind global event
that combines scientific exchange, gay hell-
raising, and corporate hucksterism. In the
exhibition hall, japanese condom salesmen
hawked the latest in latex, an ultrathin but
durable rubber made of something called
Sheerlon-llthe product of space age tech-
nologyf, Nearby, representatives from a
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U.S. pharmaceutical company demon-
strated their new female condom, a device
that will have big appeal when it goes on the
market in North America and Scandinavia,
they predicted, because its outer ring stimu-
lates the Clitoris. Medically correct sex does
have its rewards.
Meanwhile, in the workshops upstairs,
health workers from the Third World com-
plained that condoms were in short supply
in their countries, had a high failure rate be-
cause they were often stored in hot, humid
warehouses beyond their expiration date,
and were too expensive for their im-
poverished populations to buy. llIf you go
into a Village and find a man with a torn
shirt, itls likely his condom is torn toof, re-
marked Dr. Samuel Okware, head of Ugan-
dais AIDS control program. Only 3.3 per-
cent of rural Ugandans have used condoms
even once in their lives, according to a study
of that countryls Rakai district presented at
the conference. The U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development-the worldls principal
condom pusher-ships halfa billion rubbers
to the developing world each year. But this
quantity is not even equivalent to one con-
dom per year for each man between the ages
of fifteen and forty-nine.
AIDS threatens to lay waste to much of
the Third World like a biblical scourge. Pres-
ident Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia told the
Montreal conference he feared the epidemic
would become ha soft nuclear bomb-silent
and destructive and threatening the human
race with extinction? In Thailand, at coun-
try that has functioned as a pleasure colony
for the developed world, the epidemic is al-
ready exploding. HIV infections have multi-
plied tenfold among the huge sex work force
in some areas of Thailand and twentyfold
among injection drug users in Bangkok. Be-
tween 20 and 30 percent of sexually active
young adults in some urban areas of sub-
Saharan Africa are now infected, along with
growing numbers of pregnant women and a
majority of female prostitutes in these same
cities-nightmarish statistics that cast a
shroud over this African generation and the
next. In Brazil, a new urban wave of cocaine
injection has caused a fourfold rise in AIDS
infections among injection drug users, the
countryis blood supply is still unprotected,
and a top health official there is predicting a
tlmajor disasterf,
Despite the harrowing dimensions of the
problem, AIDS education in the Third
World is still a primitive affair, constrained
by limited resources and religious, cultural,
and political taboos. Some developing coun-
tries persist in seeing the plague as strictly a
feature of the decadent old colonial powers
and deny it is a problem within their bor-
ders. Catholic church officials have pres-
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sured other governments into watering
down their safe-sex campaigns. "We oppose
publicity that implicitly accepts inadvisable
relationships? in the delicate phrasing of
Bishop Luciano Mendes of Brazil. In other
words, condoms may spare the tIesh, but
they pollute the soul. In some countries it
is against the law for women to carry
condoms.
The crude AIDS warnings tacked up in
clinics in the African bush and passed out to
revelers at Caribbean carnivals reduce the
fear and family message to its simplest form.
The visuals in the Third World are skeletons
and stick figures, demons and graveyards.
The captions, too, are more blunt, though
the moralism is essentially the same as thdt
promoted by U.S. public health authorities.
IIOne man, one woman for life," commands
a typical skull-and-erossbones poster pro-
duced by the Zambian health ministry.
How EFFECTIVE ARE HiAR TACTICS IN
i changing people’s sexual behavior? This is
still a matter of heated deb.ite among the
psychologists and social scientists who
flourish on the fringes of the AIDS medieale
industrial complex. Terror is ;1 popular tool
of public health ministries throughout the
world. Even in sexually tolerant France,
there is now a push in this direction from
health authorities who have begun to ques-
tion the efficacy of the lighthearted and erot-
ie approach. "Weive tried everything to
make the French understand they have to be
careful, take precautions, use condoms. It
failed," the preeminent AIDS seientistjenn-
l,iie Montaigner has declared. "Sadly, we
hold the European record for the number of
eases. WeIre going to have to use our last
weapon: fear."
But other researchers contend that fear
Banned from schools and TV, Cape Town puppeteers fake AIDS ed "live to the people."
campaigns backfire. tIThese campaigns may
temporarily discourage sexual activity, but
then there is a boomerang effect as people



react against the scare tacticsf observes
Glen Margo, director of AIDSCOM, a U.S.
AID-funded operation that tries to adapt
Western advertising techniques to Third
World environments. This IIboomerang ef-
feeth was documented in a Canadian study
that was presented at the Montreal con-
ference by jonathan Baggaley of Concordia
University. Those AIDS educators who 0p-
pose the fear-based behavior modification
strategy observe that sexual desire is as tan-
gled and vibrant .1s a Rousseau jungle. Cut it
back here it will assert itself there: its dyna-
mism is not easily managed.
Michael Helquist, program officer at
AIDSCOM, has concluded that people are
more likely to AIDS-proof their sex lives
when the educational campaigns adopt a
hmore lighthearted. upbeat approach.
When sate-sex infornmtion is presented in a
cultural context. such as the carnival songs
or plays lire seen in Trinidad, it seems to sink
in better with people."
Fortunately there are growing signs of
this eredtiyity throughout the Third World.
A group called Puppets Against AIDS pre-
sents a snte-sex Puneh-and-judy show on
the streets of South Attica. The puppet show
is an effectiye way of reaching the country’s
black population, half of which is illiterate,
points out Gary Friedman, the thirty-three-
yeareold Cape Town puppeteer who found-
ed the project. IIWeIre not allowed into the
schools because the government thinks
weIH corrupt the students," says Friedman.
ItWe dotft have access to television, which is
totally controlled by the government. 50 we
have to go live to the people?
In Thailand. Dr. Mechai Viravnidya, the
I)/4iotrtw.1/7h by (ilse/t’ WHI/srm Afrapzx. Smith Afrull
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countryls leading family-planning expert, is
now adapting his colorful techniques to the
field of AIDS prevention. He has painted
condom ads in bold white letters on the sides
of elephants and has convinced Buddhist
monks to bless condoms in order to win



them wider acceptance in the Thai coun-
tryside. (This tactic has recently been emu-
lated by voodoo priests in the sugarcane
fields of the Dominican Republic, where
hundreds of thousands ()fyoung Haitian mi-
grant workers toil each year.) So successful
has Mechai Viravaidya been at conditioning
his nation to use latex, that his first name is
now Thai slang for a condom. llWhy do we
get so embarrassed about sex? the balding,
ebullient Viravaidya likes to say as he hands
out condom key rings and safe-sex T-shirts.
llWelre all walking around with something
between our legs."
Then there is Flavio Wiik, a Brazilian
AIDS educator who uses explicit comic
books, slide shows, and videotapes to reach
the street kids of Rio de janeiro, a ragtag
army about thirty thousand strong whose
members commonly shoot drugs and sell
their bodies to survive, and therefore suffer
mournfully high rates of HIV infection. liWe
donlt terrorize the kids and we donlt get pre-
occupied with moral habitsf says Wiik, a
curly-haired twenty-four-year-old man with
a trim beard, rose-framed glasses, and the
make-aem-swoon good looks of a Latin soap
opera star. llOur media stuff uses street lan-
guage and characters that the kids can iden-
tify with?
Unfortunately. these Streetwise AIDS ma-
terials do not always contain the most sound
advice. In one Brazilian comic book, a six-
teen-year-old boy who has brought tropical
paradise to a tourist with his mouth later
gets worried and consults a more experi-
enced streetwalker for AIDS advice. llWhat
about blow jobs?" he asks her. llTheylre
okay," she tells hime llbut donit swallow the
cum." In fact. the risk is very low, but the
AIDS Virus can be transmitted through oral
sex if the infected person ejaculates in his
partners mouth.
THE AIDS VIRUS ENTERED AN IMPERFECT
world, a world of prejudice and fear, igno-
rance and want, and the plague has thrived
in part because of these imperfections. "The
decade of the nineties will be worse than the
eightiesf predicts Dr. jonathan Mann, head
of the World Health Organizations global
AIDS program, uand that is not a pleasant
message." Wherever a government denies
the humanity of its Citizens because of race
or sexual preference, there the contagion
Ends a hospitable environment. Wherever
moral dogma and prudery prevent a nation
from speaking frankly, there the plague is



given license to flourish. Wherever poverty
makes public health measures a luxury,
there the virus prospers.
As Dr. Mann has observed, the interna-
tional AIDS crisis is, in part, a human rights
dilemma. This is obvious in countries such
as Alfred Machelals, where white AIDS pa-
tients receive state-of-the-art medical care
while black patients lie in overcrowded
wards, bleeding onto other patients because
their intravenous lines are neglected by the
weary and harassed nurses. But it is also evi-
dent in countries like our own, where those
who inhabit the post-Reagan urban waste-
land-the poor, the addicted, the infected-
are no more than CDC statistics.
This global plague will not be stopped by
medical ingenuity alone. It will require a
deeper sense of reason and compassion, a
respect for human diversity, and a commit-
ment to the free flow of information. In
short, it will require the best of humanity.
David Talbot is the coauthor of Burning De-
sires: Sex in America (Doubleday). Some of
the AIDS artwork included here was col-
lected with the assistance ofProfessorjames
Miller of the University ofWestem Ontario,
whose Visual AIDS poster show has been
touring Canada, Europe, and the United
States.
BENCHMARK
(Continued from page 21) together in an un-
decipherable code.
I ran with him in my arms. Martha
shouted a story of a boy who lived under-
water in a frozen lake for close to an hour
and was revived by immersion in a warm
tub. She opened the tap while I laid Ben on
the floor and pumped his lungs, pushing his
back and raising his arms like chicken
wings. His body was cold to the touch, so
logged it chafed when our skin rubbed to-
gether. The water overflowed and splashed
the floor as Ben displaced it.
LATER, MEN CAME, DRAGGED THE POND,
and found the neighbor boy. The two were
buried side by side. No word of blame was
spoken. None was needed. Everyone knew
which man had dug the hole. Martha and I
did the bare minimum for Sam and Gloria,
and had nothing left. For weeks after the
service, we hardly saw each other. I for one
was fearful of what might erupt. You had to
have the pond so far away, I could easily
have unleashed, and then those words could
never again be caged. Privacy was a word we
struck from our vocabularies, and there-
after, when it was uttered by another, we
averted our eyes from any connection.
I sat by the parlor stove, kept the coals
ted, the drapes drawn, and did not answer
the knocks of those who came when I failed
to walk their land. Martha spent her hours
elsewhere. I was not curious, but at meals I
saw she wore the same dress as on that night,
its torn hem still unrepaired. One morning, I
brought out my father,s leveler, set the case
before me on the table. I lifted the hammer,
brought it down with such force that the
handle split, but the metal box was made to
last, and the Swiss glass did not shatter.



Ben was taken November twelfth. On
December twelfth Martha entered the par-
lor, parted the curtains. She had changed her
clothes and twisted her hair into a tight bun.
A month is all the mourning we shall in-
dulge, she said. We have two remaining to us
who will want their Christmas, and we are
out of money. She grasped my hands, hauled
me to my feet, and kept her hold as we faced
each other, her breath beating on my cheek.
She felt the tremble that started in my legs
and worked its way up my body, but with a
hard squeeze of her fingers she dammed it,
cinching it off the way you save a well by
crimping a severed feeder pipe uncovered by
a careless hoe.
We lived an ordinary life thereafter. Mar-
tha joined clubs of women and I worked
steady. Even in hard times, and the county
went through many, there was no lack of
orders, no slack as people moved from cities
and were willing to go into debt for their
ideal. Those locals who knew my story nev-
er aired it, and if the new ones heard, they
couldnlt risk a question that might lose me.
There was none other for a hundred miles
trained to do my job, no other job I was
trained to do. Necessity dictated amnesia
and I stayed busy twenty years, every hour
occupied, and I did quality work. First Sam
and later Gloria showed no aptitude to fol-
low me, the slant of their minds unpredict-
able and remote from my own. So I hired
temporary assistants. I became less my fa-
ther,s son and more a man known for him-
self, in my own eyes as well as in the estimate
of others.
I took for granted the patterns, the path-
ways worn by repetition. Divert a stream
and eventually the shape of rocks will alter.
Veins appear, then channels carved so deep
they seem the natural order. I trusted in the
warm wall of my wife beside me in sleep, in
the last cup of evening coffee for breakfast,
and in the appearance of supper at five-thir-
ty each night. My half of labor met and fit
with Marthas I depended on her sensible
gifts-long johns and caps and heavy
gloves-and gave her the same. We main-
tained our truce without ever declaring
the war. And if something was missing, it
was replaced by this reliability. We spared
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each other surprise, and each was grate-
ful.
I expected I would go first. Men at sixty
dropped all the time, survived by robust
widows who improved their card playing,
who became the backbone ofthe church. I
had no fear. Death was not a polite topic.
50 when we went to the clinic for Mar-
tha’s appointment I lacked premonition,
was unprepared for the doctors verdict.
He had discovered a weakness in her cir-
culation, an artery so stressed that it
might not long endure the pump of her
heart. The condition was inoperable, he
said. The weakness threaded into her
brain beyond reach of the knife. The prog-
nosis was unclear. It could burst at any
time or last forever. She should avoid
stress, take the pills he would prescribe,
forget all worry if she could. She must not
drive a car.
We walked to the parking lot in silence,
embarrassed at this news. It was beyond
our bounds. I turned the key, gripped the
wheel. Martha rested her hand on one of
mine. Stop by the store on the way, she
said. I have a list in my purse.
We didnlt alert the children, made few
changes in our routine. Any acknowledg-
0 word of blame
was spoken. None was
needed. Everyone knew
which man had
dug the hole.
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
ment or compromise would make it real.
We sold my Ford, because mine was the
older. I tramped the ground each day,
drew my geometric diagrams, satisfied my
customers. On the surface, the nights with
Martha were the same. We reported the
news we had heard, we watched television
after supper. We were careful of each
other, but not so much we had to mention
it.
We made a weir of habit that lasted
almost a year, and gave the idea of death
the time to settle, buried it from conscious
thought the same as we had with Ben, or
F__
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so I presumed. Martha saved her com-
plaints for swollen ankles, for fingers that
ached at the approach of rain. I lost my



temper at chores. Railed when the sink
was piled night after night with the caked
pots Martha used for cooking, and had
left for me to scrub.
One evening, while she slept covered
with an afghan on the couch, I had a crav-
ing and went to the freezer box in the cel-
lar for ice cream. I lifted the lid, propped it
against the wall, and there before me were
a month of meals, each neatly wrapped in
dull foil and labeled with masking tape-
stews, casseroles, succotash-and I under-
stood the pots. I stared into that lighted
chest, let the cold wash my face, until
above me I heard the tread 0f Marthals
steps.
The lights flickered, I said. Fm here to
check the fuse. I never mentioned what Ild
seen, but after that it got so that we could
talk in cautious ways, discuss arrange-
ments, agree on plans. Martha took the
lead and I listened, became the sounding
board for her memory as she compiled
albums of photographs for Sam and
Gloria. Sheid pass the snapshots to me,
and I held each one the length of my arm
for a sharper focus.
THE CALL FROM THE HOSPITAL FOUND
me in a fenced quadrant, looking east
through my sight. The day was overcast,
warm. The soil was cracked and tan be-
low the brown grass. It was a Challenge,
this property, for there were no natural
outcrops in any direction. Either this
pond would have to be much larger than
was needed, or I would have to force an
artificial hollow into the land. I had paced
for half an hour seeking some slight in-
cline, some immutable basset where I
could anchor my nail, but in the end I had
no choice but to employ the door of Mar-
thals car.
I parked it at the terminus where the
access road stopped, then measured
eighty feet and set up my plane table. I
sighted on the chrome knob of the handle,
made it my hundred, computed my
chains. The perspective worked. I could
see the completed pond in my mind,
smaller than I had guessed, the water run-
ning before the breeze. Now the trick
would be to locate again the exact same
benchmark, to distinguish that precise
point of origin from all the other possible
places, when I came back to dig.
Michael Dorris is the author ofA Yellow
Raft in Blue Water (Warner Books, 1988)
and The Broken Cord (Harper 6" ROW,
1989i
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Si( and the
Solo Artist
% erformance artist Eric Bogo-
sian is no Puritan: the titles of
his solo shows-like Drink-
ing in America, which
brought his blend of music-
video energy and social satire
up from underground, or the
new Sex, Drugs, and Rock inl
R011, which opens off-Broad-
. way this winter-attest to
that. But this performer often plays
the crusading evangelist-like the
one in Drinking in America who
rants about lithe discipline of the
bulletli as a remedy for the modern
Sodom. And therels more than a lit-
tle soul-searching fervor in Bogo-
sianls voice as he talks about Sex,
Drugs, and Rock ini Roll.
llln the sixties-the last time peo-
ple really concerned themselves in a
big way with the world-it was
somebody else,s fault: Lyndon john-
sonls, or Nixonls, or the corpora
tionsl. . . . As we hit 1990, thereis this
pervading sense of something wrong
in what is actually a fairly affluent
society-something wrong thatls
our fault?
Never mind the title, says Bogo-
sian-Sex, Drugs, and Rock )nl Roll
is about guilt. uIf you say sex, drugs,
and rock n roll, to somebody in our
generation, they say, iWow! Great?
But what,s so great about sex, drugs,
and rock n roll, really, if you think
about it? Its a big red herring so that
people will come to the theater?
Photograph by Paula Court
The people who have come to
Bogosianls past offerings, like
Drinking in America or the 1983
FunHouse, encountered an array of
low-life portraits. FunHouse fea-
tured a porn-show hawker, a
scatological iiBowery Lear? and a
psycho killer spitting venom at his
sentencing. In Drinking in America,
the Characters included a joyriding
teenage goon goofing on the Man-
son legend, a fatalistic heroin addict,
and a wino with dreams of fast cars
and fast women.
This time around, Bogosian says,
the characters he has concocted in-
clude lla lawyer who believes he
works in a rock n roll tradition of
Eric and
mike: His
characters
range from
preachers to
rock stars.



Bogosian weds
Johnny Rottenls
snarl to Robin
Williams’ mimicry.
x
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energy, when basically hels screwing over
everyone he comes into contact with. An
aging rock star who has renounced drug use.
A film producer whos having dinner in a
fancy restaurant. A doctor whos prescrib-
ing medication to a patient. A guy whols
putting a swimming pool into his backyard.
BOOKS
The View from Chile
llll.li FROM Wl’lll llN
Iitz’t’m/ with Susan Meisc/tzs mil) tm intmdudion by Marco
Antonio (Iv ltz Ptzrm tma’ text by Ariel Dorfnztm
WW. Norton, IOU/hIgUS, 3356/01/1. $19.95pt1per.
The first photograph shows Salvador Allende and his wife waving
to .1 crowd from u lmleony in the presidential palace; the next
reveals the same balcony mutilated by a bomb. So begins this collec-
tion of images by fifteen Chilean photographers. By chronicling life
in the churches plums, and bars; the llNoll campaign against Pi-
noehet; and the Vigil by families whose loved ones have disappeared
(pictured above), the pictures tell the stories of those who often are
unable to speak for themselves.
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A person who leads the audience in a session
to renounce negativity in their lives. A guy
whols very well endowed-and he talks
about it?
Bogosian has a reputation as a rebellious
stage punk, whose work weds rock-star
electricity to stand-up comic virtuosity,
combining the snarl of ajohnny Rotten with
the precise mimicry of 3 Robin Williams. In
his play-turned-film, Tal/e Radio, he played a
peremptory call-in host whose counter-
cultural fervor had curdled into a perverse
desire to piss people off_an urge the writer/
performer admits hels subject to himself.
But today Bogosian is a thirty-hve-year-
old family man who talks more like a
beleaguered nine-to-fiver than the sex-
drugs-and-rock-hl-rollers he portrays. "Ilm
getting older,n he says. llAnd l have to be in
terrific shape to do these shows . . . to be out
every single night is kinda difficult, with a
kid and a wife?
And so the contents of his character
sketchbook have changed, too. While once
his work teemed with panhandlers, hustlers,
and the homeless, this time around the
monologues move upscale, dropping some
of the gutter grit, if not the confrontational
stance. "I think of all the people in the show,
maybe two are street people, and most of
them are middle-class or upper-middle-
class. . . . But they’re all wild, ltheyllll put
people on the spot."
Bogosian works in a provocative twilight
zone between harangue and soliloquy,
stand-up comedy and drama; he invites you
to laugh and then makes you wonder why
youlre not shuddering instead.
In his szHouse, for example, the giggles
ought to have come to an abrupt halt as the
performer launched into the deadpan lec-



ture of an expert in electrical torture. Some-
times they did, sometimes they didn’t. At
Bostoiis Institute for Contemporary Art,
where Bogosian often tries out new mate-
rial, hels been known to drop character and
ask theatergoers, with an accusatory glare,
uW/Jy are you laughing?"
No one has ever made :1 successful stage
career solely out of making people uncom-
fortable. Bogosiun gets away with his dis-
concerting material because he also offers
his audience more traditional theatrical
thrills-with his astonishingly precise phys-
ical and vocal impersonations of everyone
from strippers to insurance salesmen, bond-
age freaks to fry cooks. While other eighties
solo performers, like Swimming to Cam-
bodias Spalding Gray; place themselves in
the foreground, Bogosian disappears into
his characters minds-which look spookily
familiar once your eyes adjust to the
darkness. -Scott Rosenberg
Photographs/))’Ali/i1ro Happy (above) and Hector LOPEZ



MEDIA
Father Times: Whos
on the Op-Ed Page?
istinguished writers. Important Topics. Heartfelt
Opinions. The New York Times Op-Ed page has
them allfl boasted the New York Times in a recent
advertisement for itself. What the Times didnlt
trumpet is what it doesn,t have: female contributors
to that influential page of opinion and ideas.
Its no secret that the venerable llgood, gray
Lady,w as the Times is sometimes called, is still a
bastion of male chauvinism. Take a study done last
year by a Washington, DC, consulting firm. That
survey looked at the front pages of ten major newspapers
(the Washington Post and the Los Angeles Times, for ex-
ample) for coverage by and about women. llThe worst
showingf the study found, 11was the New York Times,
which averaged the lowest percentage of female bylines
(16%), lwomen inl photos (16%), and references (5%)?
Well, the study should have persevered t0 the last page.
By coincidence, about the time the study was approved, this
writer had begun a six-month analysis of the New York
Times op-ed page: Is it the Union League Club version of an
opinion page? Does it rely
overwhelmingly on men The real headlines
when it seeks and publishes
articles on topics ranging
from baseball to ballistics?
Or is that the figment of an
overly sensitive female
imagination?
Right off the bat, the
imagination is buttressed by the index. Five out of the six
regular Times columnists 0n the page are men: in alpha-
betical order, Russell Baker, Anthony Lewis, Abe Rosen-
thal, William Safire, and Tom Wicker. Only Flora Lewis is a
woman. (Anna Quindlens once-a-week column, starting
this month, will provide some overdue female company.)
It gets worse when the Times goes outside the family. For
six months, from Monday through Saturday, this writer
read 124 issues. On those days, the op-ed page carried 309
outside contributors. Almost 90 percent of them were men.
Do you want precision? Two hundred sixty-nine op-ed
pieces, a whopping 87 percent, were written by males. That
left a paltry 13 percent of the total, a mere forty op-ed
pieces, that were penned by women during the Erst six
months of 1989.
January and June were the cruelest months. In the twen-
ty days of January that l cataloged, there were fifty-six
articles from non-Times writers: only four were from
women. As for the twenty-three days in june that l tallied,
only one of fortyeseven outside contributors was a woman.
The discrepancy (is that a nice word for discrimination?)
is compounded when you look at the subjects covered. For
men, the serious sky is the limit. They weigh in on econom-
ics and El Salvador, greenmail and Gorbachev, Star Wars
tell us that women
are not worth
listening to.
Illustration by jtzmie Hogan
and START. Women get printed in the venerable Times
mostly when they write about what they know best: Rape
. . . Political Wives . . . ttthe Mommy Trackh . . . llCat Trip
with My Husband,1 . . . Battered Ex-Wives. Yes, there were
women who wrote about Afghanistan and Cambodia,
Shamir and steel, politics and Poland. But the unmistakable
message that emanates from the op-ed page is a variation of
the words Whites Only that used to be plastered on test-
rooms and water fountains in the segregated South. The
contemporary Times version reads Men Only.
What makes this old-boy, llpop-ed,l network so impor-



tant and so hurtful? It perpetuates the myth that only men
are the reliable experts in this society, that only men com-
mand authority and merit the respect that goes along with
it. The real headlines on the op-ed page tell us that women
are not worth listening to, that we rarely hold opinions of
importance, that were not to be taken seriously. Every day,
the Times op-ed page instructs its readers in whomeverls
Views the newspaper values highly enough to publish.
Leslie Gelb, deputy editor of the opaed page, admits the
Times has a problem: ttWe know there are far more male
than female contributors and have been making a tremen-
dous effort to rectify lthe situationljl he says. llThis year
there are many more lwomenJ than in previous years and
ltheir articles arel of equal importance: they contribute on
a wide variety of topics, not just feminism. Weire working
on it very, very hard. Of the five people on my staff, three
are women. It really matters to the people who own this
paper and to the people who run this page?
Stay tuned. Only the Times will tell. -Marion Goldin
HMLx rm hunt ,_ ,, v-U
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ADVERTISING
HOW Colorful
Can Ads Get?
ieture this: Two mule hands, one black and one white.
are handcuffed together. Which is the criminal. which
is the eaptor?
ltls not a Rorschach test of racial stereotypesv-al-
though itls been treated like one since Benetton. the
ltdlltln vendor of pricey togs. began running the ad.
which appears in magazines and on hillhorirals around
the country through next month. Some viewers lIUInCr
tliiltely-nntl perhaps l1nu)nSClOUSlY&LlCClle the lilaek
is the eriminalt the white the jailer. Othem seeing hoth
wrists wrapped in denim sleevest my therels no etiptor. only
it pair of criminals.
"l’l’heylte hoth eriminiils: thatk an interesting view of
equality!" says (ilntenee 0. Smith president of lissenre. .1
magazine ttirgetetl at hltiek women. Smith was one of the
first people in this eountry to see the ad. Benetton hiiys a lot
of pages in his magazine, so when the elothierk US. .ILlVCr-
tising agency; _I. Walter ’I’hompson, got the jitters :ihout
some of the rneiiilh’ mixed ads sent over from Italy for the
current ttill/winter seasom Smith and other Iissenee staffers
were invited to preview the hatch.
Seven of the eight passed. Benettonk Parisian agency,
lildorado, had emtted photos of :1 racially mixed rowing
51 M(YHHK IONI’H/IANr 1990
Benetton’s latest
United Colors
campaign: Does
it go too far?
crew and a white nurse or
teacher tutorng a black child,
among others. No problem;
as the latest executions in the
six-year-old United Colors of
Benetton campaign, these pic-
tures all llpresented people in
a natural, equal, and beautiful
way? Smith says. He even
found the handcuff photo ac-
ceptable, although llmy per-
sonal opinion is they could
have picked a different ap-
preach?
Rejected, though, was a
portrait of a topless black
woman nursing a white child.
Its a striking picture, aesthet-
ically pleasing, but not exactly
the most positive image of
race relations-at least in this
country, where generations of
black women were forced to nurse white peoplels children
while their 0er went hungry. Smith immediately told the
Benetton Lind NCT people that the picture "was anathema
to blacks because it conjures up all those negative stereo-
types."
The ad hasnit run in this country, or in the United King-
dom. where the handcufl image was also nixed. But the ad
does appear in the seventy-seven other countries where
Benetton has stores. "You can understand what they are
attempting to do," says jim Williams, public relations di-
rector of the Baltimore-hused NAACP. llTheylre attempt-
ing to show the universality of mankind, which is
laudtihlef Still, in the nursing picture, he says, that encom-
ptissing idea "loses somethng in the translation. The peo-
ple who created the ads operate in another milieu-they
nretft part of certain dynamics that exist in this country."
But now they know. Vittorvio Ravat the chains world-
wide Advertising manager. was surprised by the tumult but



learned a lesson from it. Sort of.
llltls it totally different background in America," Rava
says. lTll tell you a very good example. You know how in
America you make jokes nhoutjews spending a lot of mon-
ey on status symbols? Here, it is about them not wanting to
spend money. What is :mti-Semitie there is not here. I can-
not say what is racist for blacks in your country, and you
cannot say what is anti-Semitie in Italy."
Rani adds that he views the controversy as a natural
stage in the evolution of a forward-thinking advertising
campaign. "We didnlt envision a political idea when we
started this lColorsl strategy five years ago," he explains,
tlhut now, with racist problems becoming more important
in every country, it has become political on its own?
-Denm’s Rodkirz
Photogmp/I by Dennis Keeley
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FILM
(Continued from page 27) G i v e n t h e
Reagan-Bush cultural context, movie-
makers who try to tackle itreal-lifeii themes
are apt to get Ll break from the serious au-
dience. The thirtia critics and audiences have
cut Spike Lee and john Sayles considerable
slack (although Steven Soderbergh, whose
sex, lies, and videotape was a wildly over-
praised psychodrama, may be homing in on
them). But thereis nothing revelatory about
their movies; they lack (in Leeis case) the
coherence and (in Sayles’s case) the passion
that would allow them to transcend agit-
prop or pop sociology and take on the heart-
and mind-expanding dimensions of art.
In Do the Right Thing, Lee hard-sells his
view of Bed-Stuy as a black community that
would be totally benign, were it not for
whites. Lee was hailed prematurely as a
promising new talent on the basis of his first
Film, 51m Gotta Have It, which he made on
a shoestring in 1986. But as his budgets and
pretensions have grown, he’s shown that he
t has the ambitions of a social artist and the
i instincts ot a con artist. He seizes 0n utorn
from the headlineh situations but renders
them with the style and depth of an agitprop
cartoon. Several critics noted the resem-
blance of Spielbergs The Color Purple t0
Disney’s Song ofrbe South. XVhat Lee gave
us could he called "Song of the North?
John Saylest whose Return of tbe
Seamus 7 helped make 1980 a near-great
year. is one of Americas most prestigious
1 independent filmmakers-assured of sym-
e pathetic press coverage, especially in left-
? wing publications. But most of his work has
been stultifyingly earnest. Heis an Linin-
spired director who could use some of Leeis
kinetic instincts. Sayless most watchable
movie is his least single-mindedly political
()ne-Eig/Jt Men Om. his version ofthe Chi-
cago "Black Soxii seanan-largely because
of the performances h); among others, john
(Zusaek and D. B. Sweeney.



The most talented director under forty is
the siienkily subversive Joseph Ruben, who,
with I )rctmzsctzpe, T/Je Step/izt/Jer. and True
Believer, demonstrated how much heat and
light movies can gain from the combination
of ramhunctious iconoclasm and sizzling
technique. These uninhibited, tightly con-
structed thrillers have plots and gimmicks
not far removed from those of drive-in
movies. But Ruben creates audiovisual envi-
ronments that fill the big screen (and look
cramped on a small one)_and he attacks
the status quo that most movies and TV pFOe
grams take for granted.
The hook for Dreamsmpe isnit very ditl
ferent from that of the Nightmare on Elm
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FILM
(Continued from page 27) G i v e n t h e
Reagan-Bush cultural context, movie-
makcrs who try to tackle 17re211-Iife11 themes
are apt to get a break from the serious au-
dience. The hart" critics and audiences have
cut Spike Lee and john Sayles considerable
slack (although Steven Soderbergh, whose
sex, lies, and Uideotape was a wildly over-
praised psychodrama, may he homing in on
them). But thereis nothing revelatory about
their movies; they lack (in Lee’s case) the
coherence and (in Sayless case) the passion
that would allow them to transcend agit-
prop or pop sociology and take on the heart-
and mind-expanding dimensions of art.
In Do the Right Thing, Lee hard-sells his
view of Bed-Stuy as a black community that
would be totally benign, were it not for
whites. Lee was hailed prematurely as a
promising new talent on the basis of his first
film, Shes Gotta Have It, which he made on
a shoestring in 1986. But as his budgets and
pretensions have grown, hes shown that he
has the ambitions of a social artist and the
instincts of a con artist. He seizes 0n hhtorn
from the headlineh situations but renders
them with the style and depth of an agitprop



cartoon. Several critics noted the reseme
; blance 0f Spielbergs T/Je Color Purple to
Disneys Song of tbe South. What Lee gave
us could be called "Song of the North."
John Sayles, whose Return of tbe
Secaucus 7 helned make 1980 a near-great
grams take for granted.
A The hook for Dreamscape isn1t very dif-
ferent from that of the Nightmare on Elm
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Street movies: Government researchers de-
velop techniques that allow psychics to enter
peoplek dreams. But the gimmick is played
out against 1111 apocalyptic background-
the president is having nightmares about nu-
e1e1ir war, much to the concern of his covert-
operations chief. The 111m 1s studded with
political and psycholog1ca1 jokes, and pop-
eulture parodies (one of the good guys is a
hest-selhng thriller-writer doing research, 11
111 Stephen King). The startling, barbed
dream sequences show off Ruben’s most dis-
tinctive t111ent-h1s ability to conjure vo111ti1e
moods while advancing the narrative. Even
though Ruhen plots his movies out meticu-
lously. he also leaves them open to pockets
()1 mystery; he doesnt predigest or overar-
tie11111te the h1ends of moods he creates.
Emotionalh; Rubens films are far more
liberating than those of Lee. Sayles, or
Soderhergh. T116 Stepfather puts a critique
of Reagan-era nostalgia into a slasher-fhck
form: 11s title character is 11 serial mass mur-
derer who consciously crusades for the con-
servative. Father Knows Best fantasy of an
orderly suburbia. He keeps looking for per-
fect families-and keeps offing them when
they inevitably disappoint him. The movie
gets its comic charge not from blood effects,
but from Rubens ability to communicate
the Stepfather’s dichotomy of craziness and
self-awareness. Its the perfect companion
piece to David Lynchs extraordinary Blue
11)ll11)1-1655 original and sensual than
Lynchis great surreal soap opera. but just as
cutting in its depiction of Smallvi11e, U.S.A.
111 other hands. Rubens latest movie,
1989s T1711) Believer, could have been noth-
ing more than 11 root-for-the-underdog
courtroom me10dr11m11. But Ruben, his
screenwriter Wesley Striek. and his star,
_1;1mes Woods. come up with one of the de-
e1111eis few entertaining. fighting liberal he-
roes: .1 sixties firebrand attorney who for-
sakes his recent specialty (defending the
constitutional rights of drugy dealers) to free
an innocent man 111 young Korean framed
for murder). 11 the east 111ch11r11cters is pre-
11iet11111e-croo11’e11eops.anambitious D.A..
11nd some eold-hlooded white supremacists
-the good and 111111 guys dont divide along
typi1’111 party11nes.Woodsis111wyerisagenu-
ineh’ democratic figure. And Ruben is 11
democrat among directors. throwing some
111 the best moments to the most peripheral
characters. like the mental p11t1entwhocon-
tends he knows the accused Korean d1dn3t
commit murder-hut also insists that the



phone company killed jFK. Ruben shot the
movie in the electric. high-contrast style of
the legendary news photographer, Weegee,
and built the movie (like Leigh1s High
Hopes) toward 11 clear-eyed declaration of
faith. As the Lou Reed song puts it over the



closing credits, 0You can depend on cruelty/
crudity of thought and sound / You can de-
pend on the worst always happening / You
need a Busload of Faith to get by?
In both his success and his failures, per-
haps the most American of directors-and
the one who inspired the most faith-was
10hn Huston, who died in 1987. His fabu-
lous career, which started with the 1941
Maltese Falcon, was marked equally by at-
tistic triumphs like The Man Who Would Be
King and half-baked commercial ventures
like The Mackintosh Man. If a grizzled vet-
eran like Huston could start the eighties
with three of his worst movies-Phohia
(80), Victory (81), and Annie (382)_0nly
to shake off his torpor with the noble failure
of Under the Volcano (1984) and the back-
to-back masterpieces of Prizzils Honor
(1985) and The Dead (1987), then maybe
therels hope for American movies after all.
As the careers of Huston, De Palma,
Ruben, and others such as David Lynch 0r
1onathan Demme suggest, the potential
greatness of American movies doesnTt lie in
any one direction-it lies in moviemakers
feeling free to take their art in all directions.
Perhaps no American director has ex-
emplified that as much as Philip Kaufman.
His The Right Stuff(1983) is a liberal movie
with edge; it earns its patriotism by ques-
tioning patriotic values every step of the
way. By acknowledging the political game
playing and eareerism behind the scenes of
the Mercury space program, and by satiriz-
ing the media whitewash that surrounded it,
Kaufman allows us to exult in the astro-
nauts7 heroism, and not feel guilty about it in
the morning. As a movie, The Right Stuff
pushes the outside Of the envelope. It boasts
a jagged visual audacity to match its risky,
erratic mixture of moods and perspectives,
ranging from close-up slapstick comedy to
b1ends of real and simulated documentary
footage and panoramic views of t1ight.
Kaufmanls Unbearable Lightness of
Being (1988), a masterpiece equal to Hus-
tonls last work, doesnlt touch directly on the
United States in the eighties. But by captur-
ing the exhilaration of the Prague spring,
and the resulting despair when the Soviets
Clamp down, he makes us savor our own
free expression in sex, in politics, in liter-
ature. Kaufmanls film has the live-wire ener-
gy, and the exploding possibilities, that have
Vitalized the history of American movies.
And when Kaufman dramatizes American
themes, as he does in The Right Stuff, he
makes you feel, in all the best ways, that this
is still a country where anything can happen.
Michael Sragow is the movie critic for the
San Francisco Examiner.
CLASSIFIED
American Indian art: Pueblo pot-
tery. Hopi kachinas. Northwest 1n-
dian masks. Graphics. Navajo rugs.
Write or call: PO Box 55277, Sher-
man Oaks, CA 91413; (818)
789-2559.
Associations
Mental illness drugs cause perma-



nent neurological damage. Psychia-
try and the pharmaceutical industry
(10 not want you to know about Tar-
dive Dyskinesia and Tardive Dys-
tonia, a public health crisis that af-
fects over 11/2 million people. Please
write or call: lra Gruber, Tardive
Dyskinesia-Tardive Dystonia Asso-
ciation, 1206 East Pike St., Seattle,
WA 98122; (206) 522-3166.
Better Health
Healthy Lights-Reduee fatigue, see
better.Vita-Lite9full-spectrum13
48" tube: 515; 24": 512.75; NEO-
white bulbs (60 or 100 watt): 2/89.
Shipping: 53. MC/VISA. Write or
call: Network, 25-M1 West Fair-
view, Dover, N1 07801; (800) 777-
INFO (4636).
Free: Immune System, a health-
product guide. Write: Meadows,
PO Box 1998, Brattleboro, VT
05301.
The Bock P01 Iets you take 1.
m your massage With. you I
Handy for home. office or I
m lrcvehng This flexible but firm I
seIf-mossoge devtee 1ets you I
, mm roH out back pom anq Tensm I
comfonony 0nd eosuy
I
I
I’m FBI hmllm, unite Io: lnnuntln Can. I
1315 8. 1111mm - Mn, (:0 30210 I
33144-8441 1
Free price list: personal products for
men and women (condoms, tam-
pons, and more). Call us at (800)
289-8882 or write to: The 152 Prod-
ucts, PO Box 1108-M1, Haymarket,
VA 22069.
Homeopathic medical consulta-
tions by telephone. Philip S. Lansky,
M.D. VISA/MC/American Express.
Free information: (800)
HEALTH-6.
Depressed? Headaches? Overettt-
ing? Write or call: SADlites1, 3045
(M13) Troy, Chicago, IL 60618;
(312) 478-9526.
Books & Publications
Proof Jesus fictional-SS. (For de-
tails only, send a self-addressed,
stamped envelope.) Write: Abelnrd,
PO Box 5652-R, Kent, WA 98064.
Free book catalog: environmental
and social issues, novels, music, al-
ternative and controversial views.
Write: New Moon, M16, PO Box
19763, Brentwood, MO 63144.
How to Raise More Money Than
You’ve Ever Raised Before-For
Your Candidate, Cause, or Cam-
paign. 48 pages. Over 100 actions
and tips that have raised millions for
the authorls campaigns. Send $5.95
to: CM1A, Box 300-M, Hadlock,
WA 98339.
Anarchist Cookbook available
again! 5.22, postpaid. Write: Bar-
ricade Books, PO Box 1401-1),



Secaucus, N1 07096.
The Independent Womank Guide
to Europe. 226 pages of tips on ev-
erything from money to men. Send
$12 (includes postage) to: 1.. White,
Postfach 710849, D-6000 Frank-
furt a.m. 71, West Germany.
How to Prepare for the Coming De-
pression: A Workbook for Manag-
ing Your Money and Your Life dur-
ing Economic Hard Times. By
Mark Friedman. Send $11.95 plus
$2 postage to: NUCLEUS PUBLICA-
’1’IONS, Route Z-Box 491. Willow
Springs, MO 65793; or call: (417)
469-4130. Free catalog available.
College Ave, PO Box 138-M1,
Oakland, CA 94618; (415)
547-1705.
Practical Home Nude Photography.
Beautiful results before your model
gives up. Free information. Write:
Alfresco, PO Box 14191-1), Tulsa,
OK 74159-1191.
New Age Link, the spiritual
awareness network, connects you
with others who have similar meta-
physical interests. You are not
alone. . . . Write: New Age Link, PO
Box 25097-M1, Fort Wayne, IN
46825.
Home owners: Cut mortgage inter-
est, build equity faster, pay off your
home early. A simple technique
shows how. Save 51,0005, guaran-
teed. Send $9.95 to: Fourth United
Publications, PO Box 9256.
Madison, W1 53715.
The NationalAmericanist. The best
publication on money. banking. and
investment quicksands. Introduc-
tory copy free! Write: Monetary Sci-
ence, PO Box 86-811, XViekliffe, OH
44092.
9Crisp, descriptive, effective," said
the Seattle Times in 1982. Seattle
Bars and Bureaucnzts, an unusual
blue book, direct from the starving
author. Send S7 to: Sidney, PO Box
532065, Grand Prairie. TX 75053.
Snake Power:journal ofContempo-
rary Female Shamanism published
on the cross-quarters. Candlemns
issue features Vicki Noble,
Gabrielle Roth, Elinor Gadon; and
interviews with dancers Arisika
Roynle (Afro-American). Chandra-
lekha (Indian temple dancer). 111111111
Bonheim (dance therapist). and
1:1mie Miller (North American).
Subscriptions: 523/"ycar. or write or
call for more infornmtion: 5856
Marijuana Gruwefs Insideris
Guide. Mel Frankls new book re-
ceived rave reviews from novices
and experts. "This is the definitive
guide to grtm’iiig’i-Hz’gh Times.
380 pages, 200 photographs. Send
$19.95 plus $3 shipping and 11.111-
dling to: Red Eye Press. PO Box
86351, Los Angeles. LIA 901186.



Happy Birthday
Don Van Vliet.
(capt. bee 11102111)
YOUR AD HERE!
Contact Michael Weil, MOTHER
JONES, 1666 Mission St, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94105; (415) 558-8881.
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Let us know as soon as possible so
Mother Jones con Follow you.
Attach a mailing label from 0 recent
issue to this space and write your new
address below.
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE ZIP
PROBLEMS?
11 you encounter any problems with
your subscription, you can save time
by writing directly to our computer
house at the Ohio address listed
below. Please enclose a recent mailing
label or invoice for accurate handling.
Note-because 01 our advance
mailing schedule, please aHow six to
eight weeks For address changes,
payments or other adjustments to be
reHected on your subscription label. IF
for some reason the adjustment to
your account seems to be taking
longer than that, Feel free to write to
the address below, or to
Morno Graham, Mother Jones,
1663 Mission Street,
San Francisco, CA 94103.
From time to time we make our
subscriber iist available to carefully
screened organizations that advenise
by mail. 11 you would rather not
receive such solicitations, please check
the box below, and oHix your mailing
label to this Form.
Please remove my name
from your mailing list.
MAIL THIS FORM TO:
MotherJones
1886 HAYMARKET SQUARE
MARION, OH 43305
Bumper Stickers
I’M PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN
ELIBERALE
2 8mm KD SIGNS no)! 206qu OAKLAND CA 96 .1
Business
Opportunities
Earnings unlimited! M1111 our bur-
glar 111111111 advertisements from
home. RBM Merchandising, PO
Box 59314. Chicago, IL 60659.
Bumper-sticker printer. Cheap, sim-
p1e,port11ble. For free details, write:
Bumper, PO Box 22791(MJ),
Tampa. FL 33622.
0-
Buttons
Progressive paraphernalia for peace
and justice movements. Anti-
apartheid, Central America, pro-
choice, women, lesbian and gay,
antimcist. disarmament, and more.
Buttons, T-shirts, stickers, posters,
balloons. Union-made. We can
custom-print your message. For cat-
alog write: Donnelly/Colt, PO Box
188-1141, Hampton, CT 06247. Fax
line for C.O.D. orders only: (203)
455-9597.
Cassettes
Books on audiocassettes: free cata-



log. rent, buy by mail-Sl.50 and
up. Write or call: Books in Motion,
East 9212 Montgomery #501A,
Spokane, WA 99206; (509)
922-1646.
Children
Kid Vid: The best quality videos for
children. For catalog, 11’r1tL’: Pan-
0r11m11, PO Box 1046, Dept. MJIO.
Huntington, NY 11743.
Billboard poster, 22 X 101/: feet:
Pc acetul Toys,Pe11cetul World . . .
Why (11w. WM 101’s? Send $50 to:
11011111111011 1:10.11. 110 Box 1771,
Pcudhton OR 978( )1.
Teach peace. ecology . . 1 more! Al-
ternative catalog for children: 31.
Write: Hugs for the Heart. PO Box
85MB. Rainbow Lake, NY 12976.
Clothing
Natural-fibcr batik clothing1
scarves. bags, jewelry. and hand-
made gifts that reflect 1111 apprecia-
tion of art and our environment.
Send $1 for color catalog (refund-
able with order) to: Art1’cnture.
Dept. 111101. 21151/3 Ashby Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94705.
Education
INSTITUTE RX IN I ERNA’IIONAL
MAHON AND DEVHDPMDN 1
Plant Trees in
Mozambique or
Explore Western &
Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union.
10 month GLOBAL EDUCATION
progxams include technical,
language and documentation
training; inlcmational solidarity
work & travel; community
education in the US. upon rcuxm.
Courses begin January 1, 1990.
Free brochure and Ipplicntion.
& IICD. Box 103_w1111unsmwu.
MA 01267. (413) 268-9229.
Learn meditation as a world service.
For bimonthly materials write:
MGNA PO Box 566 J, 01211, CA
93023.N(1fees;voluntat1’ contri-
butions support the work. Also
available in Spanish.
Off-campus individualized pro-
grams for professionals at Somerset
lead to U.S. doctoral degrees, in-
cluding higher doctorates. For a
prospectus, send $8 to: Interna-
tional Adm1nistrative Center, Som-
erset University, 11minster, Somer-
set, England TA 19 OBQ: 01’ call:
(0460) 57255.
University degrees without classes-
bachelor1s, master1s,doctorate:
Many well-known universities offer
accredited degrees entirely by mail.
which you can earn while remaining
fully employed. Learn about this
economical, accelerated way to earn
your degree. No classroom studies.
Credit toward degree g11’enfor prior
accomplishments and work expen-



ence. For free brochure, write to:
Dr. john Bear, PO Box 826-11.
Benicia, CA 94510.
Speak French. or am of 59 Ian-
guages 115 U.S.diplom1ts d(1,using
the same self- 5111111 textbook c15-
scrtes.1N11r11 50 (1 5111ings! For .1
free C111t1log. c1111: Audio L’.1111gu1ge
Institute, 1800) 722- 63.94
Employment
CommunityJobs, the 111111 11101111111
nationwide listing of 511L111111 re-
sponsible 10115 111d internships Op
portunities 111 orgmizing. 111511111111-
mcnt, health. environment, labor.
11111re.SendSl2 tor 61551105615 for
12 issues to: PO Box 8941,1516 P
’ Washington, DC 20005.
Rocky Mountain Employment
Newsletter! Western states curant
openings-all 0LLup1t111ns’ For free
details, write or C1111: Intetmoun-
t111n-4M, 3565 Pitch, Colorado
Springs, CO 80908; (719) 488-
0320 ext. 413.
Environmental
Products
Atlantic
Recycled
Paper Co.
(thy papei - 1ettPtheads
(01111111191 papei - envmopes
gape! towets - napkins -101Ietpapei
For Free Prlce Sheet Call
800-323-2811
Help create a sustainable environ-
ment. Use products made from re-
cycled paper. Wrapping paper,
greeting cards. stationery. Bold,
joyous designs. Free brochure.
Write or call: BRUSHDANCE, 218
Cleveland C12, Mill Valley, CA
94941; (415) 389-6228.
Gifts
Penis poster (23H x 35") depicts 12
animal penises (man to whale). Sci-
entific novelty. Send $10 postpaid
to: Poster G, PO Box 673, Bloom-
ington, IN 47402.
Socially conscious greeting cards.
Beautiful 5 X 7 B&W photographs
with meditations by eminent writ-
ers, historians, philosophers, and
political leaders. Inside panel blank
for your personal message. Ideal for
framing keepsake. 56 set of 4.
Write: Lion Mountain Productions,
PO Box 16459-1111, St. Paul, MN
551161
Instruction
Speak a foreign language like a dip-
lomat! Learn on your own with au-
diocassette courses used by US,
State Department. 56 languages in
1111. Write or call for a free catalog:
Audio-Forum, Dept. 564, Guilford,
CT 06437; (800) 243-1234.
Massage therapist training: Day or
evening program, AMTA-ap-
proved. lNS-approved for foreign
students. NATTS-accredited. F1-



n11nc1111 111d available. 1,000-h0ur
certificate program in beautiful Ari-
zona 50111111111 desert. For more in-
formation, contact: Desert Institute
of the He111ing Arts-Mj. 639 N. 6th
Ave, Tucson. AZ 85705.
J ewelry
Wholesale art jewelry. Brochure S3
tr0m25pr1ngerware, 12334 Little
Emily, Roomj,Aust1n TX 78753.
Meditation
Meditation clothes and cushions.
Send $1 for catalog to: Zen Home
58 1401111111 jOleS/JAN. 1990
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id, learn
Spanish, and live with a working-
class Nicaraguan family. Join CNEE
Electoral Process Delegation from
February 17 to March 3, 1990.
Year-round, 2- to 8- week-long ses-
sions available too. For information
please send a self-addressed
stamped envelope to: CNE, 2330
W. Third, Suite 4, Los Angeles, CA
90057; or call: (213) 386-8077.
Learn Spanish in Guatemala. Fam-
ily living. Write or call: CASA, PO
Box 11264, hiilwaukee, W153211;
(414) 372-5570.
T-Shirts
T-shirts with a message of justice
and freedom. Send one stamp for
free catalog: lnfinitees, PO Box



34281j, Bethesda, MD 20817.
Award-winning T-shirt! IT,s NEVER
Too LATE TO HAVE A HAPPY
CHILDHOOD in royal, red, purple.
Adult sizes S-M-L-XL 511.95; XXL
$14.95. Big rop-one size Ers all;
pink, yellow, white $19.95. Ship-
ping $2.95. Prepaid orders to: Tree-
house Enterprises, Dept. M, PO Box
7134, Jupiter, FL 33468-7134; or
call (800) 780-98021
PRO CHOICE
Flight Rape. I’Vight Racism.
T-SHIRT, 3 color on white 100% cotton.
$12.00 4, 31150 Shipping
Spemfy Regular or Oversized
PHINT. 3 color, 20")(29’25830 132.50 shipping
MEDUSA. 5930 S Land Park Dt,
Box 22490, Sacramento, CA 95822
CA res add 6% sales tax c1989 MEDUSA #PC
FORLOVEOFCOUNTRY
V. KEEP GEORGE
W; ’ HEALTHY!
1W COTTON BUMPER
T-SHIRTS STICKER
512%,
SWEAT
SHIRTS
PRICES
INCLUDE
swim
1WHITE ONLYiL
401R SLK SCR ON RED WHITE VELLOW BLUE
QUALITY T-SHIRTS OR SWEATSHIRTS
Send check or mane order ttt
PRESIDENT’S PR YER CLUB
P.IJ. BOX 1436M LENEXA KS 66215
F0111NF1HQ1315994410 / VISA . M/c
MORE
GREAT
FACES!
Che Guevara,
Gandm. Same.
Lenin, Camus
Twain. Kerouac.
Macmavem J FK, ’
K311 Marx, NIBIZSCN?
Sner1ock Holmest Poe.
Bllne Holiday. Van Gogh, Shakespeare. Beethoven.
51611108011, Hemmgway. Jung. and 0111815
T-Shln: (while. 11 blue or 180151225. 41344
Sweatshln: (while or grey1$21 2/3940
Slzes: S, M L, XL Ship: $2 00 per order
Illustrated brochure: 75c
HISTORICAL PRODUCTS
Box 220 A P Cambridge. MA 02238
Video
Learn Cai chi-Strengthen your
mind, body, and spirit with China’s
most healthful and intriguing exer-
cise. Free catalog. Over 150 quality
videotapes, books, and other useful
products. Write: Wayfarer Publica-
tions, Dept. MJ, PO Box 26156, Los
Angeles, CA 90026.
Naturist videos. Send $2 and a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to:
MJ, PO Box 9296, Newark, DE
19714-9296.
Longevity exercises, weight 1055,
Chinese Qigong. For free informa-



tion, write or ca11:Shen Systems, PO
Box 287-MJ, Iowa City, IA 52244;
(800) 432-5846.
W
IT’S SIMPLE;
If you own or work for a company that
could benefit from effective advertismg,
Mother Jonen is the place to get results
Over 88% of our readers will purchase
goods or SCNICCS Via the mail or phone in
the coming 12 months
CLASSIFIED RATES:
Perlnchw1" deep, 1-9/16"w1der Camera-
ready art only 1x $120/Column1nch, 3x
$110/column inch each time
Per Word: 1x $3/word, 3x $2 85/word
each time, 6x $2 75/word each time,
10x $2 40/word each time
Deadlines: Generally, the 15th of the
month. 2-1/2 months before the issue
date ’6 g, February 15th for the Fun: is-
suei Itbruary/March andJuly/Augusr are
combined ISSUES In 1990, April/May Will
be a spectal double issue
Payment: All classtfied ads must be pre-
pald Sorry, no agency commlssum on
classified ads
Samples: Please send a sample 01 your
product, or literature about your servxce,
With your ad
MORE DETAILS?
Contact:
Michael Well
Mother Jones Classxfieds
1663 Mission Street
San Itrancmco, CA 94103
4151 558-8881
JAN. I990/MOTHER JONES 59



seADER
SERVICE
Let us know as soon as possible so
Mother Jones con Follow you.
Attach a mailing label from a recent
issue to this space and write your new
address below.
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE ZIP
PROBLEMS?
IF you encounter any problems with
your subscription, you can save time
by writing directly to our computer
house at the Ohio address listed
below. Please enclose 0 recent mailing
label or invoice For accurate handling.
Notr-because 01 our advance
mailing scheduie, please allow six to
eight weeks tor address changes,
payments or other adjustments to be
retlected on your subscription label. It
For some reason the adiustment to
your account seems to be taking
longer than that, Feel Free to write to
the address below, or to
Morno Graham, Mother Jones,
1663 Mission Street,
San Francisco, CA 94103.
From time to time we make our
subscriber list available to coretully
screened organizations that advertise
by mail. It you would rather not
receive such solicitations) please check
the box below, and attix your mailing
label to this Form.
Please remove my name
from your mailing list.
MAIL THIS FORM TO:
Motheriones
1886 HAYMARKET SQUARE
MARION, OH 43305
Bumper Stickers
I’M PROUD 10 BE AN AMERICAN
EVLIBEBALE
-2 nsncxsw KD SIGNS BOX KEID-M OAKLAND CA 96..
Business
Opportunities
Earnings unlimited! Mail our bur-
glar alarm advertisements from
home. RBM Merchandising, PO
Box 59314, Chicago, IL 60659.
Bumpcr-sticker printer. Cheap, sim-
ple, portable. For free details, write:
Bumper, PO Box 22791(MJ),
Tampa, FL 33622.
0.
Buttons
Progressive paraphernalia for peace
and justice movements. Anti-
apartheid, Central America, pro-
choice, women, lesbian and gay,
antimcist, disarmament, and more.
Buttons, Teshirts, stickers, posters,
balloons. Union-made. We can
custom-print your message. For catV
alog write: Donnelly/Colt, PO Box
188-MJ, Hampton, CT 06247. Fax
line for C.O.D. orders only: (203)
455-9597.



Cassettes
Books on audiocassettes: free cata-
log, rent, buy by mail-Sl.50 and
up. Write or call: Books in Motion,
East 9212 Montgomery #501A,
Spokane, WA 99206; (509)
922-1646.
Children
Kid Vid: The best quality videos for
children. For catalog. write: Pan-
orama, PO Box 1046, Dept. MJIO,
Huntington, NY 11743.
Billboard poster, 22 X 101/2 tcct:
"Peaceful Toys, Peaceful World . . .
Why (jive War Toys?" Send $50 to:
Pcndlcton F.O.R., PO Box 1771,
Pendleton, OR 97801.
Teach peace. ecology . . . more! At-
tcrnntivc catalog for children: 81.
Write: Hugs tor the Heart, PO Box
85MB, Rainbow Lake, NY 12976.
Clothing
Natural-fiber batik clothing,
scarves, hugs, jewelry, and hand-
made gifts that rct1cct an apprecini
tion of art and our environment.
Send $1 for color catalog (refund-
able with order) to: Artvcnturc,
Dept. MJOI, 2115’/: Ashby Ave,
Bcrkcicy, CA 94705.
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Stitchery, PO Box 3526-MJ, ldyll-
wild, CA 92349.
Merchandise
Government-seized vehicles from
$100. Fords, Mercedes, Corvettes,
Chevys, surplus. For Buyer3s Guide,
call: (805) 687-6000 ext. 5-2665.
Metaphysics
Ancient WICCA wisdom brings
freedom from old limitations. Wicca
Seminary offers five home-study
courses and residential programs.
Write or call:POBox1366,Nashua,
NH 03061; (603) 880-7237.
Extraordinary psychic counselor
and problem solver. Phone read-
ings. VlSA/MC/AMEX. Randal
Clayton Bradford. (213) 820-5281.
Miscellaneous
PEWAGE INTERNAT1CNAL
charitable foundation helps mankind prepare
physically, mentally and spiritually far we
in an ever-changinq .orld; to understand as
well as endure the winds of climatic. social
and geological 5113an mm are upon us.
m.grnm.
Annual affiliate membership ($50) includes a
quarterly newsletter; correspundence courses;
books. tapes at 20-50% oft list; the reqresston
of disease; trips to ancient mommznts.
Her 1657, EUWJNTON, Alberta 15. 7119.
Vacuum cleaners at "Discount
Prices? New Rainbow 5599.95;
Kirby, Filter Queen, Tri-Star, Pan-
asonic. For details, write or call:
ABC Vacuum Warehouse, 6720
Burnet-MJ, Austin, TX 78757;
(512) 459-7643.
Music
Flutes/Panpipes. 250 from many
ages/times. Catalog $2 from: Lew
Price, PO Box 15580), Fair Oaks,
CA 95628.
Bamboo Shakuhachi flutes. Beau-
tifully crafted. Affordable. Free cat-
alog from: Bamboo Music, Ken La
Cosse, 2267-M 45th Ave., San
Francisco, CA 94116.
Personals
. s,
5" Concerned Singles);
(1’9
xkNewsletter y
links compatible singles concerned
about peace, justice, environment.
Nationwide. All ages. Since 1984.
Free sample:
Box 555-M, Stockbridge. MA 01262
Group marriage-New book tells
how to succeed! Send $7.95 plus
$1.50 postage. Quarterly newsletter
S9/year. PEP, PO Box 5247-Mj, Eu-
gene, OR 94705.
Creative singles: find your Soul-
mate! Artists, writers, innovators,
musicians, designers, send a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope to: Soul-
mate Connection, PO Box 27, Man-
hasset, NY 11030.
Politics
Guide to Campaign Politics. How



to run local campaigns. 58.95 to
Logan Consultants, PO Box 111,
Whitehsh, MT 59937.
Production Services
Raise funds and profile for your
cause/organization with full-eolor,
gummed stamps from your photo(s)
or artwork. Starts at $80 (Canadi-
an) for 500 copies. Write: Banana
Productions, PO Box 3655, Dept.
1M, Vancouver, BC V6B 3Y8,
Canada.
Self-Improvement
Caregivefs Burnout: A function of
the Caregiverls Spirituality. For in-
formation on workshops and arti-
cles call: (207) 799-1024.
Sexuality
MATURE MEN
THE RING OF YOUTH. 11 this invention, 51m-
ph, almost unnotlceable. does not make you
act like 10 to 20 yuan younger, and it beck
for full refund. $20. lnqulm: N. D’Amato,
Dept. 101, Box 157, Port Jefferson smion,
N.Y. 11116.
Summer Programs
Multicultural summer program.
Youth (ages 16-19) from diverse
ethnic, economic, geographic back-
grounds explore current social is-
sues and develop critical thinking
and leadership skills. Write or call:
Encampment for Citizenship, 2530
San Pablo Ave., Berkeley, CA
94702; (415) 548-8908.
Support
We need someone wonderful and
crazy enough to lend us a van for 6
months! The Northern Alaska Envi-
ronmental Center is organizing a
traveling slide presentation to show
Americans the spectacular values of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
the impacts of oil development at
Prudhoe Bay, and the urgent need to
protect the Refuge coastal plain.
Our funds are very tight. A van or
similar vehicle in good condition
would save a major expense and
greatly facilitate our ability to get
this show on the road. Please con-
tact Larry Landry at the Northern
Alaska Environmental Center
(NAEC), 218 Driveway, Fairbanks,
AK 99701; (907) 452-5021 or (907)
451-6479. Thank you!
Travel
Casa Nicaragiicnse de Espafiol
(CNE). Learn about the Nicaraguan
electoral process firsthand, learn
Spanish, and live with a working-
class Nicaraguan family. join CNEE
Electoral Process Delegation from
February 17 to March 3, 1990.
Year-tound, 2- t0 8- week-long ses-
sions available too. For information
please send a self-addressed
stamped envelope to: CNE, 2330
W. Third, Suite 4, Los Angeles, CA
90057; or call: (213) 386-8077.
Learn Spanish in Guatemala. Fam-



ily living. Write or call: CASA, PO
Box 11264, Milwaukee, WI 53211;
(414) 372-5570.
T-Shirts
T-shirts with a message of justice
and freedom. Send one stamp for
free catalog: Infinitees, PO Box
342811, Bethesda, MD 20817.
Award-winning T-shirt! lTSS NEVER
T00 LATh TO HAVE A HAPPY
CHILDHOOD in royal, red, purple.
Adult sizes S-M-L-XL 811.95; XXI.
$14.95. Big top-one size fits all;
pink, yellow, white $19.95. Ship-
ping $2.95. Prepaid orders to: Tree-
house Enterprises, Dept..V1, PO Box
7134, jupiter, FL 33468-7134; or
call (800) 780-9802.
PRO CHOICE
lilight Rape. Fight Racism.
T-SHIRT. 3 color on white 100% cotton
812.00 E $1.50 shipping,
Speedy. egular or Ovetsuzed
PRINT, 3 color, 20"x299.38.00 1 $2.50 shipping
MEDUSA. 5930 8 Land Park Dr
Box 22490. Saclamento, CA 95822
CA res add 6% sales tax c1989 MEDUSA #PC
FORLOVEOFCOUNTRY
1. KEEP GEORGE
"3-7 HEALTHY!
100a comm BUMPER
T-SHIRTS STICKER
5%.
SWEAT
SHIRTS
PRICES
INCLUDE
SHIPP11111
ADD $3 00
(WHITVEVQNLer
ACLR SLK SCH ON RED WHITE YELLOW BLUE
QUALITY T-SHIRTS OR SWEATSH1RTS
Send check or mane order 1::
PRESIDENT’S P11 YER CLUB
P.IJ. BOX 14363-A LENEXA. KS 66215
FOR INF02191315994410 / VISA - M/C
MORE
GREAT
FACES!
Che Guevara,
Gandhi Same
1.80111, Camus.
Twain, Kerouac.
Machiavem. J FK. "
Kan Marx. NIB1ZSC118.
Sherlock Ho1mes, Poe.
811118 Holtday. Van Gogh, Shakespeare. Beethoven.
SIembeck, Hemingway. Jung. and others
T-Shlrt: (wmte. 11 blue or red) S12 25. AI$44
Sweatshln: (white or grey) $21, 21$40
Sizes: S. M. L. XL Sh p: $2 00 per order
Illustrated brochure: 75$
HISTORICAL PRODUCTS
Box 220 AP Cambridge, MA 02238
Video
Learn t1ai chi-Strengthen your
mind, body, and spirit with Chinals
most healthful and intriguing exer-
cise. Free catalog. Over 150 quality
videotapes, books, and other useful
products. Write: Wayfarer Publica-



tions, Dept. M1, PO Box 26156, L05
Angeles, CA 90026.
Naturist videos. Send 52 and a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to:
MJ, PO Box 9296, Newark, DE
19714-9296.
Longevity exercises, weight 1055,
Chinese Qigong. For free informa-
tion, write or call: Shen Systems, PO
Box 287-MJ, Iowa City, IA 52244;
(800) 432-5846.
W
IT’S SIMPLE:
11 you own or work for a company that
could benefit from effective advertismg.
Mother Jones (S the place to get results
Over 88% 01 our readers Wlll purchase
goods or sewices via the mail or phone in
the coming 12 months
CLASSIFIED RATES:
Perlnchw1"deep,1-9/16"w1de.Camera-
ready art only 1x $120/eolumn inch, 3x
$110/column inch each time
Per Word; 1x $3/w0rd, 3x $2 85/word
each time, 6x $2 75/wurd each time,
10x $2 40/word each time
Deadlines: Generally, the 15th of the
month, 2-1/2 months before the issue
date 1e g, February 15th for the June 15-
sue. lebruary/March and luly/August are
combined Issues 1n 1990, April/May will
be a spectal double issue
Payment: All classxhed ads must be pre-
paid Sorry. no agency commissmn on
classttied ads
Samples: Please send a sample 01 vour
product, or literature about your sewlce,
With your ad
MORE DETA1L57
Contact:
Michael Weil
Mother lones Clasmheds
1663 Misston Street
San Franctsco CA 94103
4151 558-8881
jAN. I990/MOTHER JONES 59



K L on out eyelashes with a tiny red
Y FATHER. FOR A LONG TIME I THOUGHT ABOUT
him and then I didnlt think about him and then
yesterday I started thinking about him again. I
was in the basement, and for no reason I went
around under the steps and suddenly saw his
camera case on this high shelf, and it was like that thing of where
youlre drowning and your whole life flashes in front of your eyes.
Except it wasnlt my whole life. It was just one day from a million
years ago when he lived with us still and this room was glowing
glowing red from the darkroom light. I was standing on a chair,
watching his hand pull a piece of
paper back and forth under the
water, him saying, IIWateh hon-
ey, now watch? And then I saw
the reverse disappearing ghost of
my face showing itself slow onto
that paper, and him saying what
he always said when he did
something like that. llOkay,
honey. Whols the best dad.w
Some nights he would tilt out
the lamp shade in the front room
and set his stacks of pictures on a
TV tray under it. Ild watch him
smoking and coloring me and
my sister and my mom with Q-
Tips and oils and special midget
paint tubes and then, for his last
finishing touch, he would draw
pencil with Life Magazine i
printed on the side. He would
ask me to hold it up for him to look at and Ild watch him lean back
and say IIAhhhhhhh. Another Perfect Masterpiece by Raymond
Robert Arkinslll And then my mother would see it and yell at him
for making us look like a bunch of Mexican whores.
Mom found a picture of another lady colored the same way. It
was in the street in front of our house. I guess it fell out of his car. It
was Pat, the checker at his store. Pat with the small teeth who did a
wink to my mom and rang our meat up really cheap. Pat colored
in and smiling under a tire mark, with her hands up behind her
head and no top on. My mom put it on our front door with so
many rows of Scotch tape that it looked like Pat was sinking in a
deep aquarium.
I can remember the sound of my dads feet coming up the steps
and then stopping. Then him coming in and saying it didnlt mean
anything.
A long time later, when my dad left, my mother took everything
that ever belonged to him and put it out on the front porch for
Goodwill. Afterwards, I remember coming into the kitchen and
seeing her holding her curved fingernail scissors, flipping through
M4,;
, all our photo books and cutting his head out of every picture there
was of him. I remember the pile of my dads heads in the ashtray,
her cigarette burning on top, and her singing along with the radio.
.
I
I remember hearing the bathroom door close, me sneaking into
the kitchen and taking three pictures to save. One of him and her
holding me, one of him squatting on a beach in an Air Force
uniform, and one of him laughing with his eyes shut, holding a
dog I didnlt know and a glass of beer. That last picture he had
colored. I-Ie colored the dog in blue.
I REACHED MY HAND UP AND PULLED DOWN THE CAMERA. IT WAS
the kind with the flip-open top viewer and I remembered once
how I watched him and Pat drunk through it, them singing upside
down at the company picnic. My
mom was at work and Dad took
me and my sister. He kept sing-
she kept laughing. I won the
footrace and I ran to show him



my silver dollar, then me seeing
them kissing, and then her trying
to act nice to me, and later in the
car him telling me how lucky he
was to have a kid like me. A kid
who understood his saying
Donlt Make Waves.
I SAW A YELLOW NUMBER EIGHT
dow. There was still film. My
hand started to kind of freak out.
It was like a backwards version of
l that Alfred Hitchcock Hour
where the camera comes from
something like the thirteenth di-
through the square glass win- a
ing llWeleome to my worldll and l
mension and can take pictures of the future. The moral of it was i
something like, Donlt Mess with Your Regular Life. I put the cam-
era back on the shelf, and then I took it back down. Iput it under my
shirt and walked up the stairs past my mom in the kitchen.
My friend Vicky Tallusols brother Victor has a darkroom in
their rec room bathroom and said for two joints he would develop
the film for me. I had one roach. He said okay. Me and Vicky
stood in the pitch dark and I could hear Victor dropping things
and saying IIFuck." Then he handed me a container and he said
keep shaking it and he lit the roach and Vicky lit a K001 and Mrs.
Talluso pounded on the door yelling "What in the hell is going on
in there.w She made us come out and each blow on her nose and
busted Victor and Vicky for smoking and made me go home.
This morning at school Vicky came running across the parking
lot saying she had a present for me. She opened her folder and v
handed me some pictures. IIOnly three came outfl she said. The
first one was of Pat in front of a car. Then two kids at a birthday
with Pat smiling and talking on the phone. Then my dad and Pat
with their arms around each other, kissing.
I remembered the sound of the automatic timer. How my dad
would set it and run fast across the room to get into the picture. :
ll
0
llWhols it of? Vicky says. C
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WHILE THE PRESS
IS FOCUSEIJ 0N DRUGS.
COLOMBIAN
"DEATH 8 "ADS"
ARE GETTI G AWAY
WITH MURDER.
We read all about the war Colombia has declared on drugs, and the innocent lives
lost in the crosstire. But there’s another war being taught on Colombian soil. It’s a war
on human rights and it doesn’t get much press.
"Death squads" have killed thousands at Colombian citizens: lawyers, teachers, politician
s.
trade unionists, even young people. Some of the death squads have been linked to the
Colombian military. And virtually no one has been brought to trial.
Find out how you can help win this "war" on human rights. Write today.
l’-_--___-_-__-____-"_1
I AGREE. The t’war" on human rights in Colombia is one none ot us can altord to lose.
1 I would like to act to end human rights violations in Colombia.
; I would like more information about Amnesty international.
i 7 I would like to contribute to Amnesty lnternational’s work Enclosed IS a check tor:
7, $25 W7 $50 7 other
NAME
ADDRESS
cm STATE ZIP
Please clip and mail this coupon to: Amnesty international USA, Dept. 0. 322 Eighth Avenu
e. New York,
New York 10001
L__________
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, USA



What does this bunny have to
do with Sleepy Hollow products?
Because unlike other ordinary cosmetics there are no animal pores, dull and coat the hair
, and impair skin respiration.
Our unique plant rotein formulas are the reason. Wrth
by-products contajned in norhis laboratory animal testin . ,
- _ Involved With Sleepy Hollow Botanica 5 selected fresh her 5 and botanicals weycreate 
a ’fbotanlcal
natural skin and hair care roducts. We tea" steeped with moisturizrng propertres that grv
e your
think that’s a significant a vancement hair and skin a healthy-lookmg Vitality .
for animalkind and humankind. Please try Sleepy Hollow for ourself. We thrnk you’ll see
_ Eleepy Hollowhprodllrcts are unsurpassed they’re better for your looks an better for yo
ur conscrence.
1h eeprng your air cean, resh and _
lurfninegcent. Youlrl skin will low, and feel Sleepy Hallow
so t an moist, A without t e use of oils a
. or animal by-products which can clog B ()TA N I(,A LS We’re waking up the world.w
Nothing.
M’ 5n xxlt Mi
Oil-Fm QR Oil-Fm
Conditioner Moutunm
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