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\,\'/QRST,ER';ES. FAILURE

. just over 10 years-ago, Mr..

" John Vorster committed himself to: -

improving Black-White relations.

~ Five years later he said that for..
. there to be peace in South Africa

~ “youmust make it possible for the -
_ non-’White to get his place in the -

" Moday, five years further on, "

‘the-'Black ‘and Brown -men and

- women of this country are more

desperate and despondent than
ever. ‘Our angry and disillusioned

* Brown . Afrikaners ' have, rejected -
~ the Coloured Representative Coun- -

S ot L va the.
. and Mr. ‘
" brought confrontation with Blacks

binet Council —
Vorster himself has

- by stating baldly that their political .

“place in the sun” is the home- .

lands and nowhere else. -

'As a consequence urban and

» crealed for themselves,” as cynical

~ South West Africa has its inde-
- pendence some four million White

al Mercury, Tuesday, October 19, 1976.
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OPINION

The charisma of the “pragmat-
ist” — once described as “Africa’s
man of destiny” — has just about
evaporated. Stripped of the ver-

- biage, his policies at home amount

to banishing the Blacks to the
homelands without any say in the
urban areas where White South
Africa is almost totally reliant on ¢
their labour, and quieting the
Coloureds and Indians with con-
cessions which seemingly lead
nowhere. :

He may, but WE should not

. continue to believe, that when

White Bhodesians have been made

~ He is. not the wverligte we
‘thought him to’be, nor, in spite of
‘his commanding strength in the
‘National Party, is he prepared
to use that strength in the interests
of all the people in the land.

Now, with Mr, Vorster and his
‘Nationalists having no more
to offer in the search for solutions
in South' Africa, hope lies only with |
those Whites who are prepared to
talk with the Blacks and, like the
South Westers at the Turnhalle,
are ready to fashion a new future
in amity. There is little point in
hoping for any change in heart on
the part of the Government. Ten
ears of power in 28 years of dom-
ination have not made a new man
of Mr. Vorster and there is not the
time for the making of another
from within Government ranks.

What time there is must be used
by all who care at all to.re-estab-
lish the credibility of Whites. That -
will require men and women in

" out of politics who are committed
to change. New Ieaderslll_l}ﬂ must
be found &ngainttﬁd by ste tapal‘:ﬂ;%
arguments, for the primary tas
that new leadership will be not only

| to re-establish White credibility,

__ but to convince those Black moder-

to “lie down in the bedtNy
Nationalists. would have 'it, and

ates who are under growing
pressure from ext that
the:leLisstillsomepointintalkmg
at :

= , E'?lftélonAfl;lcant% will be left in peace |
tinue & iti '
ot fitor . T UL R IGE LI
* - There may be Whites who think |
‘they ‘can go on as before, but our
ﬁnc‘arflsela:lﬁl Co}}pureds-' do not.!
. They fe ave waited too |
long for theiré‘:};)lac&'in thetsun”oo 1

. rural Africans are uniting in a’
- *“political, economic-and social pro-
mme of action” to bring about

- the “liberation of the people.”

" Those are the words of Mr. David
Thebehali, newly elected “mayor’” .
of Soweto, where Sunday brought:

- .more - disorder after - weeks. of

* bloody rioting and civil disorder - o ek
~ had earlier sent Whites scurrying Mr. Vorster, the man who pro-

for their guns. A sad commentary .
. _indeed on the state ofrace rela-

miSed them better thing
- alienated the Blacks and,g’?n %ha:;
words of Professor Erika Theron, |
-driven Coloureds to ‘the point
P T " | where they feel that justice in
~ But, like other he has ~ South Africa is not for them. She
made, all that has survived is the .. told the congress of the Afrikaanse
bitter taste of despair. Many have - Calvinistiese Beweging in Pot-
not forgotten his “give us six  chefstroom that; whethér or not
months and see where South Africa *Coloured adults took part in the
- will stand.” That impassioned plea, recent violence, “they did not -
too, has proved as emp Mr. = accept the present situation any

ty as
Voster's commitment in support of longer.”
Against that backgmund this

m%rica’s Ambassador to the
: w:;lo?&m}’rﬂlm Botha, to newspaper can no- longer accept
!dmcn‘me' fation. AncsonEnYy “Mr. Vorster’s bona fides. Too
rimina e i o - many of his fine words and hints
Mr. Vorster’s political credibili at change have failed to have sub-
has worn thin. It is now as - stance. Too many of his promises
bare as his Government’s barren © remain unkept. = = By
policies which provide little hope - =~
of equitable solutions to

e

~ country’s problems. -




New York Bureau

MR IAN SMITH
~appears to have
carefully
structed a stra-
tegy in which the
United States
figures
to go into effect
if the forthcom-
ing = conference
with Black
‘leaders in Geneva
breaks down,
according to an
editorial in the
New York Times.

" Mr Smith’s ‘colleagues,
the editorial says, claim
" that he was told by US

‘. Secretary of State Dr

Henry Kissinger, that
if he accepted the
* British-American ‘pro-

posals ‘for a Rhodesian

~solution . but . the  Black
leaders rejected them,
the United States would
favour the .
__economic sanctions
~ against the country and
would  help. provide
- logistical support for the
--Wlutes;war effort..

" The strhf:egy is said to
rely on the notion that

unable to come together
.on a. sensible pro-
gramme at Geneva and
will try: to. outdo one
another in  pressing
demands
. community. &

K &
HP*

_ If that happens, Mr
,-.=Snu ﬁl doubtlessly

at' Britain, ‘as

erence chairman, in—
vite other, -
moderate, Black leaders
to negotiate on behalf of
the country’s six-million
Blacks. These would
mostly be the traditional
tribal leaders who are
on the Government's
payroll, - some in the
cabinet since last April.

Another facet of the
strategy is to insist that
the five-point British-
American  programme,
which Mr Smith ac-
cepted three weeks ago,
is a “package” which
must also be accepted in
its entirety by the Black
leaders. But the Blacks
have ' emphatically re-
jected some aspects, in-
cluding the
that Whites will serve as
ministers of defence and
justice in the interim
cabinet.

con-

heavily,

lifting of

unacceptable . .
to -Bhuﬂesia'f '»White

more

provision

‘Rhodesia’s Ian S;mfth could be '.

keeping his cake and eating it
Jbelieves the New York Times

which sees an end to sanctions,

US military support and a reten-

tion-.of White initiative if Black

leaders cannot reach agreement.

Black rule in iwo mrs

only to have it rejected

by unreasonable Black
leaders who — he will
imply — are probably
taking their mstrumqns-

from Mascow ”
According ' us
Government analystsg

Rhodesia’s eeﬂnomy is
faltering and it is fal-
tering less because of
economic sanctions im-

. posed by other countries

than because of serious
transport difficulties
and an increasing out-
flow of skilled labour.

. They predicted that =
the country’s economy .

would experience ‘“zero
growth” this year, des-

pite a good harvest and

the opening of several
new nickel and gold
mines.

The most critical pro-
blem for Rhodesia, they
said, was the inability to
move all its export
goods, including chrome,
nickel and tobacco, to
South African harbours
for shipment to world
markets.

Jimports  and

T e
Smlth
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transport needs over
thosahfnhﬁdem&. T :

ded that South

'mész'i'

- Africa could probably
ejimiﬂ'a‘te the bottleneck

mvolvmg switching
facllities - rathercgam-

_ly. if it desired.

' But as a nesult of the
tieups, they said, a
substantial portion . of
Rhodealas annual total
of 7'to 8-million tons of

exports has had to be

stockpiiéd. or warehous-
ed in Rhodesia for lack
transpo:t_ There is

'(mly ‘one rail line

awhble to Rhodesia,
running south to the
South  African

since Mombique closed
r&,m:her line last

In adﬁition. the-‘

analysts. remarked,
increased  Black na-°
tionalist  guerilla  ac-

tivity has compelled the
Rhodesians to move
goods only in daylight.

As for the economic
.sanctions, imposed by
the United Nations in
1966, the analysts

'mmarked that about 98

percent of Rhodesia’s

mlﬂ be regarded today
as violations of the sanc-
tions.

exports ' Overseas.

The analysts said that
while = there was no
direct evidence of ac-
tive complicity by
American oil companies
in this traffic it was ob-

~ vious that a substantial
portion of oil and petrol

going to Rhodesia came
from South  African
subsidiaries of Mobil 0il
Corporation, Caltex and
Shell-Brtish Petroleum.

Prior to the Mozam-
bique transport em-
bargo, Rhodesia also
received oil on the rail
line through that coun-

The traffic in railway
tank cars and truck
tankers to Rhodesia does
not  carry  company
markings, they said. Nor
was it a practice, they
added, for American in-
telligence operatives to

,Spy on the activities of

companies,

American
_concerms,

such as oil
















