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WQJEN PCOLI TI QL PRI SDNERS I N SQJI' | H AFRI CA

This list of knovn woren political prisoners in South Africa is

conpi |l ed exclusively frcm newspaper reports. It is thus inevitably

inconplete. "Irials are reported only intermttently and in a

fragnmentary fashion. 'nmere are al nost certainly wecnen currently

serving sentences whose trials hent nreported. Nbreover, since

South African |law forbids the nam ng of defendants under 18 years

old, it is inpossible to determ ne the nunber of fenale juveniles

serving prison terms m political offences.

Wil e the exact number of mmplitical prisoners is uncertain

there are clearly fewer wanm political prisoners than nen. In

sane ways, prison conditions for the wenrm are worse than their

mal e counterparts. Gains made by prisoners are often not shared by

wecrma’' | political prisoners, at least nt i mediately. Evidence

voul d suggest that fanale political prisoners have nore difficulty

than male political prisoners in, hr exanple, obtaining access to

visitors and in receiving letters ani newspapers. Mreover, the

reluctance of the Sauth African nverrment to allow political and

non-political prisoners to mx, take: with the relatively snal

nuubers of men political prisoners, neans that in many cases-

. much of their sentence is spent in solitary confinement.

"k ik "k

The list is divided into three sections. The first deals with

vanen sentenced to death. There are currently two wcren awai ting

execution in South Africa as a result of political activity. They

are, however, in two different prisons. Theresa | hmashamola is in

Pretoria Central and Daisy Nbdise is in the Raphuthat swana

bantustan’s Central Prison. If either Theresa or Daisy is hanged,

it vould be the first ececution of a wonan political prisoner. In

the late 19505, a wunan, | VEdi noge Nbrwanoel e, was sentenced to

death for her part in the w despread oppositimto the inposition

of the Bantu Authorities Act: however, her sentence was |ater

ccmmut ed fol |l owi ng public protest.

I

The second section deals with wiuuei political prisoners sentenced

for activities relating to political nobilization and

organi zation. Mast of then were charged Lnder the Interna
Security Act or with the catnon | aw of fence of treason

The final section lists wanai convicted of other comon | aw

of fences, for exanple public violence, nurder or arson, in cases

arising out of nass protest. O note is the |l ength of sentence

handed domto wcnen for these of fences.

In all three sections, the list is in chrom ogical order (ie

according to date of sentence)

Abbrevi ations used in the |ist

CL (human Law

| SA Internal Security Act

TA Terrorism Act



Section |: chen EQitical Eisoners sentenced to death

Law Birthiate

Ranashanol a, Theresa Born 1962

Sentenced: 13.12.85 - Death CL - Murder _

Cburt: Rani Suprane | SA - Subversion

Ramashanol a and five others, collectively knomas the Sxarpeville
Six, were sentenced to death for the killing of a Lekoa
oontillor, Jacd) D anini, "in Suarpeville, on 3 Septenber, 1984
followi ng the violent dispersal of a protest march agai nst rent

i ncreases. Ranmashanobl a, who was all eged to have incited the crowd
to kill the councillor, said she withirew frcn the march after
being hit on the head by a rubber bullet. The appeal of the Six
was rejected in Decenber 1987 and an appeal 1501' clanency to the
State President was rejected in March 198. The date for their
ececution was set for 18 March. 01 17 March, however, they were
granted a stay of execution to allow their |lawers to apply for a
re-opening of the trial to consider new evidence. This process is
still continuing and on 12 July the stay of execution was nade

i ndef ini te .

Last knom prison: Pretoria Central (April 1988)

sziise, msy CL - Murder Born 1962

Sentenced: May 1937 - Death

Cburt: Tenba

A menber of the Stinkwater Youth Organization. Few details are
avai |l abl e but she was reportedly convicted with two others for
participation in 'necklacings’ and ’'people’ s oourts’

Last kmm prison: Raoi grond - BDphut hat swana Central Prison
(Cctober 1987) | °



Section Il: Wanen litical risoners sentenced for activities
relatig to Elitical nobilization and oganintion.

Law Bi rthi ate

| -bgan, Barbara Born 1952

Sentenced: 21.10.82 - 10 years CL -- Treason

Cburt: Rani Suprene

An AN manber and post-graduate student researching into
manpl oynent who sent docunents 01 trade union organi sati m and
coded nmessages to the ANS. Hagan was sentenced to ten years’

i mprisonment for treason and four years for nenbership of the ANC
to - rmconcurrently.

Last knom prison - Pretoria Central (19%)

Keagil e, Lilian Born 1959 °’
Sentenced: 18.3.83 - 6 years TA, [|SA

Cburt: Joharnegaurg Regi ona

AM nenber, detained bbvenber 1981, tortured and sexual |y

assaul ted during detentlon. Keagile was charged i n Novenber 1982
with pronoting the ains of the ABC by acting as a courier, sending
pl ans of strategic targets to the ANC and receiving training.

M 'zl ongo, Eorgi ue YVOnne Born 1958

Sentenced: 23.8.56 - 2 years and 6 nonths

Mkhi ze, Zarriile Born 1957

Sentenced: 2.9.&85 - 3 years

(burt: Rani Suprene |

Wnl orgo, a teacher in Soweto, and Mhize, a nurse in nrban, were
both sentenced for refusing to testify in the trial of Lentswane,
Nguenya and Mal anba, no were | ater convicted of treason for
conspiring to reconnoitre on behalf of the ABC

bi bdi se, Thandi Born 1959
Sentenced: 7.11.80 - 8 years TA
nmurt: Kanpton Park Regi ona

An AM nenber. Nbdise left South Africa after the 1976 Soweto
uprising and received nmilitary training in Tanzania ard Argola for
the AM. She was on active service inside Sauth Africa for 18

nont hs beiiore being arrested. She was then pregnant ard told the
court that she was repeatedly assaulted while in custody. Charged
with ndergoirg mlitary training frcm 1976-78, possessing
annmition and expl osives and pl aci ng expl osives in tho
Johannegnr g departnment stores.

Last knom prison - Pretoria Central (1%)



Passt oors, Hel ene Born 1942

Sentenced: 19.5.86 - 10 years CL - Treason

Court: Rand Suprane

A foreign national entitled to both Belgian and ntch citizenship
Passtoors had been living in South Africa since February 1985. She
ns detained in June of that year and - held in solitary
oonfinanent. She was alleged to have carried out reconnai ssance
work hr the AM and established arns caches. She said that she
supported the ANC and had | earnt secret ANC codes.

Last knom prison - Kroonstad (March 1988)

w

Sparg, Marion Nonica Born 1958

Sentenced: 6.11.86 - 25 years CL - Treason

Court: Rani Suprene

An Am manber and journalist who underwent mlitary training in.
Angol a, brought |inpet mnes into the country in 19% and pl ant ed
than at police headquarters in John Varster Square, Johannesburg
and at an East London police station. The latter device did not
expl ode.

Sentenced: 14.4.87 - 21 nonths | SA

Cburt: Pietennariztburg Suprene

Apel gren, a social worker fromWntworth in Durban, orginally
faced charges of murder, attenpted murder and 'terrorism arising
out of the escape of an AM ccnbatant - Gordon Webster - from
hospital in May 195:5 and a car bcnb attack in Durban in June 1986.
She was eventually acgntted on all coults relating to the bonbing
but was fourd guilty of assisting in Whbster’s escape and
reconnoitoring targets for action. Her co-defendant, Rabert John
mari de, was sentenced to death for the Durban banbirg.

Sentenced: 22.6.88 - 5 years | SA

Cburt: Kroodstad Regi ona

Madmi se, a former dcnestic nmrker, was detained in Cctober 1987
At her trial she was said to have received AN traming’ in
Angol a and returned to South Africa with instructions to observe
police and SADF offices. She is the nother of a deaf son




Sof ute, Bl kiwe Gertrude Barn 1953

Nzi abeni , Nont enbi so Born 1957

Sentenced: 9.9.87 - 6 years |ISA

Court : Port Elizabeth

In cntody since August 1985, their case was only heard after 12
post ponauents. 'lhey were charged with furthering the ains of the
Ann, 'terrorism, mawfully inporting arms.and ammition and

both tndergoirg and providing mltary training.

[!-

mala, Goria Born 1969

Sentenced: 3.4.88 - 1 year |SA

Court : Bethal

"I'Wal a, a high school student and assistant secretary of the

Wt bank Youth Cbrgress, was comicted with 11 other Wt bank
cchnmmity activists., She was in solitary confinenment frat: bbvenber
1986 until the time of the trial

Khan, Farieda Born 1963

Sentenced: 8.6.w - 6 nmonths | SA

Coburt: Cape wan

Khan, a pre-school teacher, pleaded guilty to being a menber of
the ANS. She admitted joining the organisaticn in Botswana with
her husband vho is still resident there. Sue was detained in July
1987 with her nother arxi sister and was held for 3 nonths under
section 29 of the |SA




Section Ill: chen Eitical Eisoners convicted far activities
relatigg to mass grotest; nless otherwise stated all have been
cgged with carnon | aw of f ences

Bi rthdate

Unnaned girl Earn 1968

Sentenced: 6.7.85 - 8 years

Court: Kinberley

Convi cted of arson during schaol protests in Kinberley.

Madi se, Monica Barn?
Musi, Aletta Born?
Sentenced: July 86 - ?

Court: Kl erksdorp

Nbdi se and M si were convicted of public violence and attendi ng an
illegal gathering, after incidents involving the stoning of police
vdui cl es.

Mat r oos, Regi na Born 1960

Mermani, Pnelia Born 1964

thasi, Rita Born 1963

Manxenye, Jacqueline Born 1968

Lhnaned wanan Born 1947

Sentenced: 3.9.%- 10 years

Churt: Wbrcester

Al'l convicted of public violence fuellowi ng the petrol-bcnbing of
property owned by vig il antes.

Fante, Phyillis Notutuzelo mm ?

Sentenced: 23.3.87 - 15 years

(hurt: Cape '|bwn

Fante was one of eight Zolani residents jailed for the attenpted
murder of a vigilante's wi fe, whose evidence as a state witness
had led to the jailing of Fante’'s husband for eight years on an
arson charge




"I'ma, Sannah - Life inprisonment Ram 1964

Mat amg, Nhtl akal a Eli zabeth - 10 years Born 1959

Sdoun, lorraine Zanele - 10 years Ram 1954

Unananed girl - 2 1/2 years Born 1971

Sentence: 24.6.87

Court: Pretoria

Al were convicted for murder following -the killing of a
suspected police infornmer in July 1985. Ma is the first wcnan
sentenced to life inp:isorment for a political offence.
VK

SETI, KO11 iswa Born 1969

Sent enced: bbvenber '87 - 15 years

Cburt: Bisho

I mprisoned in a Ciskei bentustan jail, Seti was anongst five
people inprisoned for the killing of a suspectei vigilante in July
1986. A co-accused vas given the death sentence.

W

Ngwat a, Punla - 12 years Born 1965

Jikela, lealngisa - 3 1/2 years Born 1969

Sent enced: 24.11.87

Court: Grahanstom

Ngvat a and Ji kel a were convicted of public violence and cul pabl e
hcm cide following the death of a nan and girl nen a nuse was
burnt dom during a period of intense repression of unrest and
boycotts in Fbrt Beaufort in March 1985.

VY

M ol a, Nontopeko Born ?

Sentenced: 18.1.% - 18 years

Coburt: Grahamstom, ’

Mol a was convicted with seven other residents’ of |-hnover in the
Eastern Cape of murder follow ng the stoning of a man i n Decenber
1985. Four of her co-defendants were sentenced to death.

Dyandi, Neliswa Nonua Born 1968

Convicted: 12.1% - details of sentence due begi nning of AugLst
(butt: East Ilonian

Dyandi was convicted of murder and public violence follow ng the
killing of a man in Nwenber 1985 during a period of police
repressi on and consuner and edmati onal boycotts in Stutterheim
Durirg the trial Dyardi testifiei that she had been assaultei by
the police and forced to make a confession

EN



