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ANC PRESS STATEMENT ON THE WEEKLY MAI L ARTI CLE ON LI ST OF NAMES

The AN C considers follow up to the Report of the Comm ssion of Enquiry into Conplaints
by former AN C pn’ soners to be urgent and inportant. Pursuant of the Report, the AN C has
begun the process of establishing an i ndependent commi ssion of enquiry as undertaken by
Presi dent Nel son Mandel a at the press conference on Monday, 19 Cctober, 1992.

However, with regard to publishing the |ist of nanmes submitted by the Conmm ssion, the

AN Creiterates that it is a basic principle of justice that those who stand accused have
t he

opportunity to be heard. It would be incorrect to sinply release a |ist of nanes so

i naccurate that it even includes nanmes of people who could in no way be connected to any
of the allegations made.

The story uses the Report of the Conm ssion of Inquiry as a basis for repeating
unsubstanti ated al | egati ons and accusations. This is a disservice to Wekly Mil readers,
those whose names they list and the interests of justice.

It is regrettable that a newspaper such as the Wekly Mail, with its outstanding record o
f

exposi ng abuse and corruption, should not have seen fit to pay attention to accuracy in t
he

detail of the report headlined "The nanes the ANC tried to hide". The nanes |isted, sone
of which are conpletely unknown to us, are clearly drawn froma nagazine article publishe
d

in 1990, (Searchlight SA, vol.2, No.1, July 1990) and therefore available for all to read

VWil e sone of the nanmes are also listed by the Comm ssion, many others are included,
among them the nanes of people not able to answer the allegations against them such as
Jacki e Mabuza who died in Lusaka after being poisoned by South African agents.

Among ot her things, the report states that Morris Seabel o died "mysteriously" in Lesotho.
The Weekly Mail lifted even this terminology fromthe nmagazine article, whereas even a
superficial investigation or an inquiry to the ANC woul d have readily reveal ed

what is a matter of public record, that Mrris Seabel o was anong those killed in the SADF
raid on Maseru in Decenber 1985. Oher bald statements such as that the ANC had a
detention centre at Chongela Farm when this was a crop-producing farmopen at all tines
to the public and international donors; or that the NEC of the ANC has decided to

wi thhold the report into the death of Thami Zulu, cited as an appendix to the main report

ére but a coupl e of examples of such inaccuracies. The only appendix to the report is the
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list of nanes, and the question of publication is anmong the recomendati ons made

by the comm ssion, all of which are being considered by the ANC, and upon which there
has as yet been no decision
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