
Mercury Correspondent 
GRAAFF-REINET—A sec- 
ond policeman yesterday 
testified in the Supreme 
Court about an unofficial 
foray into the Cradock 
black township by a squad 
of the Unrest Unit precee- 
ded by drinking and a 
‘blood brother ceremony’ 
and culminating with an 
‘execution’. 
One of the squad, Gonst Mi- 

chael Douglas Neveling, told 
the Court a colleague had 
also fired arifle at a group of 
people. Nobody fell so he as- 
sumed he had missed. 
Const Neveling spent near- 

ly six hours recounting the 
events that led to two of his 
collegues — W/O Leon de 
Villiers, 36, and Const David 

trick Goosen, 26 — being 
ch: with two counts of murder, two of assault and 
one of attempting to defeat 
the ends of justice. 

All the incidents were al- 
leged to have occurred after a 10-man squad of the Unrest 
Unit under W/O de Villiers 
was sent to Cradock to keep order at a funeral on July 26 
last year. 
Const Neveling said the 

unit had collected liquor 
from shebeens before setting 
out on the trip. They had 
drunk during the trip and 
after their arrival, 
He described a bizarre 

blood brother ceremony 
around the campfire to en- 
sure that the squad would 

  

  ‘stick together’, keep its se- crets within the group, and 

ensure that nobody would be 
‘dropped’ by his colleagues if 
they got into trouble. 
After hearing a police 

Casspir had been stoned in the townships in the early hours of the morning, the 
squad decided to set out on 
what he described as an ‘un- 
official operation’. 
After arming themselyes With a variety of knives, a spade and an axe, they went into the township. Almost im- 

mediately they spotted a man and went after him. Const 
Goosen and Const P Krans grabbed him while the rest 
Tan past. A 

He saw Const Goosen stab 
the man in the chest with a 
diver’s knife . 
He described other inci- dents where he himself might 

have stabbed a man he tack. 
led accidentally. 

Suffocated 
‘The next morning they went 

on an official patrol during 
the funeral. They had been 
instructed to interfere as lit- 
tle as possible, 
The squad made various ar- 

rests including that of a man 
in a shirt with ‘Forward Peo- 

;- Power’ written on the 

  
  ple’ 

bacl 
Four black men were taken 

to a secluded spot where 
three were questioned while 
being hit and suffocated with 
rhufle bags. He had helped 
in holding one of the men, 
Three of them were subse- 

quently released before the one who was ultimately ‘ex- 
ecuted’ was questioned. This 
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was Mr Wheanut Mlungisi 
Stuurman. 
He and the others were sent 

out of the van while the man 
Wwas questioned by W/0O de 
Villiers and Const Goosen. 
When they returned he saw 

Mr Stuurman was bleeding. 

‘Taken out’ 
WIO de Villiers said: “This boy must be taken out — he is 

too badly hit to detain.’ 
W/O de Villiers instructed him to drive to the Great Fish River. On the way, he again heard the term ‘taken out’. He knew what it meant from his 

police lectures. 
He described how he and others accompanied Const Goosen, Const Fourie, Const Booyens and Mr Stuurman to acanal and then turned back. 
When they were at the van 

he heard W/0 de Villiers say: 
‘I wonder why Goosen is tak- ing 50 long to shoot that boy." 
Then there was a shot, 
Const Fourie and Const 

Booyens returned silent and shaken. Const Goosen re- turned soon after, apparently normal. 
W/O de Villiers asked what 

had happened and Const Goosen said he had shot the boy in the back of the neck and saw the bullet emerge 
through his left cheek and hit 
a sandbank. 

After W/O de Villiers had 
told them to | quiet about it!, they returned to the town- ships and continued the patrol. 
The trial will continue today. 
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Rival fact 
Nl 

talks,“says Swart 
night and to set up communi- 
cation systems in case of 
attack. 

injured. 

Calls for peace talks be- 
tween the two organisa- 
tions have so far brought no 
positive results. 
The Mercury spent three 

days in the townships where 
terrified residents say they 
are ‘preparing for anything’. 

Police yesterday kept a 
close watch on the funeral of 
10-year-old Sikhumbuzo 
Shezi who was decapitated 
last week by an armed gang. 

On a fact-finding tour of the 
townships this week which 
culminated in meetings with 
the Congress of South African 
Tlnde Uni%%: l(.gol;‘!&)‘, 
clergymen, UDF and In] 
leaders, a Progressive Feder- 
al Party delegation was told 
‘it would not be enough for 
the leader of Inkatha, Dr 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi ‘and 
UDF president, Mr Archie 
Gumede, to have peace talks’. 

It was told that peace could 
only be achieved if negotia- 
tions took place at grassroots 
level between the local lead- 

THE violent struggle between Inkatha 
and the UDF in Pietermaritzburg con- 

| tinues to surge through the city’s black 
townships, leaving a trail of dead and 

ership of both sides. 
UDF affiliates in Edendale 

say they are suspicious of 
talks. They say the state of 
emergency makes it difficult 
for them fo consult with their 
members and obtain a man- 
date from them. 

Police say 60 people have 
died in township clashes in 
the past two months. 

Negotiations 
Inkatha has blamed ‘the 

UDF enforced membership 
drive’ for the breakdown of 
law and order while UDF af- 
filiates attribute violence to 
‘Inkatha’s attempt to take 
over all townships and im- 
pose its will on the people’. 
Both i 

have a m € 
selves wi e 

The Natal leader of the 
PFP, Mr Ray Swart, after 
meeting both o isations 

    

this week, said was a 
desire to participate in 
negotiations. 

T beliey 
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are brought around the nego- 
tiation table under neutral 
conveners there could be 
positive results for ordinary 
township folk, who are the 
real suffers in this conflict, 

id Mr Swart. 
Pietermaritzburg’s town- 

ships are scattered on the 
west of the city. Unlike 
Durban townships, there are 
a mixture of four-roomed 
houses, big houses and scat- 
tered mud houses. 

fore the On the bridge befc 
Edendale Hospital hangs a 

  

   

massive linen advert for a’ 
play staged by Gibson Kente 
called Sekunjalo, which 
‘means ‘things are happening’. 
Gnma wml &e new- 

comer to * ', ‘Maputo’, 
‘Moscow’ and ‘Tanzania’. 
“On Sunday several meet- 

Aings were held at venues 
nnflu from modern church 
halls to mud buildings at 
which there was no mention 
of peace talks. 
One agenda dealt with the 

need to patrol the streets at 
    

When journalists ques- 
tioned the speaker about 
talks he said: ‘It will be stu- 
pid to talk of peace when you 
are under attack. That is why 
we are putting more empha- 
sis on the formation of 
defence units and civic 
organisations.’ 
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AN ADDITIONAL 

   

police task force is expected to move into the troubled Pletermaritzburg townships following talks yes- La Order Minister, 
Minister and Inkatha president, Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 

A total of 60 people 
have died violently 
in the area in the 
past two months ac- 
cording to official 

res. 
Although the content 

of the talks in Ulundi 
yesterday was not re- 
leased by either party, 
it is thought the ‘good- 
will’ talks dealt with in- 
creased violence in the 
trouble-torn townships. 

Reliable sources said extra 
police would be moved into the townships within a_few w to sort out the problems 

re 

Mr Vlok's Press secretary, 
Brig Leon Mellett, who at- 

ded the talks, confirmed the discussions last night but Wwould not elaborate on them. 
A spokesman for Dr Buthe- lezi's administration said a statement was expected to be 

released today. 

The meeting, attended also 
by high-ranking policemen, comes in the wake of the call 
this week by Mr Velaphi 
l!dll‘ml, the Ptgtemlfiuburg 

Mercury Reporters 
R T 

Inkatha chairman, for the area to be policed by the gxazulu Police instead of the 
P 

Mr Radley Keys, director of the PFP’s Natal inland re- gion, who was part of the del- egation which met community leaders in the Pietermarits. burg townships this week, said the conflict was brought about by the lack of credible political structures which left a Vlcllll‘l,ll t:’uusigg a powe(ir struggle between Inkatha an 
the UDF. 

Negotiate 
Mr Keys said, however, that both sides now wanted to ne- gotiate and end the violence, 
‘Gmugiggs within the UDF are unable to hold open meet- ings to discuss this with their membership because of the en;:tgeney regulations,’ he said. 
‘Consultation in the UDF takes much longer than through the Inkatha struc- s, but there is a willing. ness on all sides to stop this murder.’ 

Mr Adriaan Viok, 

Local UDF leaders in Pietermaritzburg have also 
called for a lifting of the state of emergency to allow them to 
meet with their members, 
Mr Keys added that an ad- 

ditional aspect of the conflict 
was that people did not want 
to be forced to join either 
organisation. 
‘The people seem to have 

had enough and want to stop 
it” 

  
He said the police had tak- en action, but that because of 

the vast size of the area it was impossible to lgolice every township and there was no 
real sign of the violence 
abating. 

The idea of a mediator was acceptable to both sides he 
said, but added that the 
choice of such a figure would 
be a difficult one. 

“This is not merely a black- on-black conflict, but actually has to do with the lack of credible political structures inishe black community,” he said. 
@ See also Page 3 
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