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ma EVWORD

THOSE OF US ENGAGED | N THE MOVEMENT AGAI NST RACI AL OPPRESSI ON,

I NJUSTI CE AND TYRANNY HAVE BEEN | NSPI RED AND ENCOURAGED BY THE
DEEP CONCERN SHOMN BY THE PEOPLE, LEADERS AND VARI QUS GOVERNMENTS
OF I NDI A FOR OUR CAUSE.

THE PRI NClI PLED AND CONSI STENT SUPPCORT - MORAL, POLITI CAL AND
MATERI AL - RENDERED TO THE CAUSE OF HUVAN FREEDOM AND DI GNI TY I N
OUR COUNTRY HAG CEDVED no | NEDI RE MANY OF U9 TH PHNTTNHE THE
BATTLE FOR FREEDOM W TH RENEWED VI GOUR AND DETERM NATI ON. VE
RECALL W TH PARTI CULAR PRI DE AND A SENSE OF DEEP SATI SFACTI ON
THAT MANY OF THE OUTSTANDI NG LEADERS OF | NDI A VI EMED, AND STI LL
VI EW OUR FREEDOM STRUGGLE AS BUT AN EXTENSI ON OF THE EPI C | NDI AN
BATTLE FOR FREEDOM THE NAMES OF MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI ,

PANDI T JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, , SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE AND MAULANA ABUL
KALAM AZAD AND THEI R | LLUSTRI QUS SUCCESSORS AS MRS | NDI RA GANDHI ,
RAJI'V GANDH AND OTHERS, TOO NUMERCOUS TO MENTI ON, BECAME
HOUSEHOLD WORDS | N QUR COUNTRY. THEI R SPEECHES, WRI TI NGS AND
UTTERANCES WERE EAGERLY SOUGHT OUT, READ AND STUDI ED BY BUDDI NG
LEADERS OF OUR PECPLE WHO, OVER THE YEARS, APPLIED MANY OF THE
STRATEGQ ES AND TACTI CS OF THE | NDI AN FREEDOM STRUGGLE TO SOUTH
AFRI CAN CONDI TI ONS. NEEDLESS TO MENTI ON THAT THE WORK OF THE
GREAT AND | MMORTAL GANDHI JI WAS STARTED ON SOUTH AFRI CAN SO L AND
THAT WE COULD CLAIM | N SOVE WAY, TO HAVE "CONTRI BUTED' TO THE
FREEDOM OF | NDI A.
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MANY OF us AS THE | NDI AN TRI COLOUR WAS HO STED ON

THE RAMPARTS OF THE RED FORT | N NEW EELH ON AUGUST 15, 1947.

WE ALSO SHARED YOUR AGONY DURI NG THE GRI M AND BI TTER YEARS

AGAI NST COLONI AL BRUTALI TY AND SUBJUGATI ON.

| NDI A S FREEDOM FROM ALI EN RULE WOULD USHER | N, WE WERE CONVI NCED,
THE ERA FOR THE TOTAL AND COMPLETE DESTRUCTI ON OF COLON ALI SM

| MPERALI SI M AND RACI AL DOM NATI ON ON A WORLD SCALE. YOUR VI CTORY
WAS ALSO OURS. WE WERE NOT SURPRI SED, THEREFORE, THAT EVEN BEFCRE
THE ATTAI NVENT OF FULL FREEDOM AND | NDEPENDENCE, THE | NTERI M
GOVERNMENT OF | NDI A RAI SED THE QUESTI ON OF THE TREATMENT OF SOUTH
AFRI CANS OF | NDI AN ORIG N AT THE VERY FI RST SESSION OF THE U. N
GENERAL ASSEMBLY I N 1946. NOR WAS I T SURPRI SI NG, | N SUBSEQUENT
YEARS FOR I NDI A, NOT ONLY TO RAlI SE THE QUESTI ON OF SOUTH AFRI CA' S
APARTHEI D POLI Cl ES AT THE UNI TED NATI ONS AND OTHER | NTERNATI ONAL
FORA BUT TO CONSCI OUSLY GALVANI SE WORLD PUBLI C OPI NI ON AGAI NST
THE PERNI Cl OUS SYSTEM OBTAI NI NG | N OQUR COUNTRY. | NDI A'S SEVERANCE
OF ALL TIES - DI PLOVATIC, TRADE, CULTURAL, ETC. - W TH SOUTH

AFRI CA AS FAR BACK AS 1947 WAS BUT A MEASURE OF | TS DEEP CONCERN
AND SUPPCRT FOR OUR PEOPLE AND OUR CAUSE. I T WAS A PRACTI CAL
EXPRESSI ON OF HER MORAL OUTRAGE AGAI NST A PATENTLY UNJUST,

| MMVORAL AND PW | NHUVAN SYSTEM

I NDI A S UNI LATERAL DECI SI ON TO APPLY SANCTI ONS WAS, | N LATER
YEARS, EMULATED BY MOST OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. THI' S
FOLLONED A CALL MADE BY THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS TO THE

| NTERNATI ONAL COVMUNI TY TO | SOLATE THE RACI ST REG ME.
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SANCTI ONS AGAI NST SQUTH AFRI CA, WE ARE PROUD TO NOTE, HAVE PLAYED
A NOTABLE ROLE I N BRING NG THE M NORI TY REG ME TO THE PROCESS

OF NEGOTI ATI ONS AND FOCR THE REPEAL OF SOVE OF THE PI LLARS OF THE
APARTHEI D SYSTEM

VWE WOULD ALSO LI KE TO ADD A WORD OR TWO | N APPRECI ATI ON OF THE
SPLENDI D ROLE PLAYED BY MANY A MEDI A PERSONALI TY | N SUPPORT OF
OUR STRUGGLE. JOURNALI STS AND POLI TI CAL COMVENTATORS, AS WELL AS
RADI O AND TELEVI SI ON PERSONALI TI ES HAVE, FOR MANY YEARS, SOUGHT
TO G VE AN OBJECTI VE APPRAI SAL OF THE SOUTH AFRI CAN SCENE. 3f
HAVE BEEN HEARTENED AND ENCOURACED BY THEI R PASSI ONATE AVOMY OUR
CAUSE AND THEI R | NTENSE DI SAPPROVAL AND CONDEMNATI ON OF THE
OBNOXI QUS SYSTEM COF RACI SM

THE AUTHOR OF THI S BOOK HAS DI STI NGUI SHED HI MSELF AS A PERCEPTI VE
OBSERVER OF $"F SOUTH AFRI CAN AND AFRI CAN POLI TI CAL LANDSCAPES.
VE ARE : NDEBTIJ TO H M FOR HAVI NG PERSI STENTLY KEPT THE SOUTH
AFRI CAgi ggi VE AND UPPERMOST | N THE M NDS OF THE | NDI AN PUBLI C. FOR
NEALLY FOUR DECADES HE HAS USED BOTH THE WRI TTEN AND SPOKEN WORD
TO PUBLI CI SE THE PLI GHT OF OPPRESSED SOUTH AFRI CANS AND MOBI LI SE
SUPPORT FOR THEI R CAUSE. WE ARE ALSO GRATEFUL TO H M FOR

UTI LI SI NG THE SERVI CES OF RADI O AND TELEVI SI ON TO MAKE SCUTH

AFRI CA'S | NHUMAN PCLI CI ES KNOWN TO AS W DE AN AUDI ENCE AS

POSSI BLE. THE SERIES OF ARTI CLES THAT FOLLOW G VES A BALANCED
APPRAI SAL OF SOUTH AFRI CAN DEVELOPMENTS SI NCE FEBRUARY LAST YEAR
H' S OBSERVATI ONS, NO DCOUBT, WLL BE USEFUL TO THE STUDENT COF
SQUTH AFRI CAN AFFAI RS | N PARTI CULAR.



TH' S BRI EF FOREWORD WOULD BE | NCOMPLETE W THOUT A FEW WORDS ON
THE CURRENT PCLI TI CAL Sl TUATI ON I N SCUTH AFRI CA. SI NCE THE
UNBANNI NG OF PCLI TI CAL ORGANI SATI ONS, LI FTI NG OF THE STATE OF
EMERCGENCY, RELEASE OF SOME POLI TI CAL PRI SONERS, THE RETURN OF
POLI TI CAL EXI LES AND THE SI GNI NG OF THE GROOTE SCHUUR AND
PRETORI A M NUTES BY THE ANC AND THE GOVERNMENT THE | MPRESSION | S
BEI NG CREATED THAT THE COUNTRY IS FIRMLY ON THE ROAD TO THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OF A FREE, NON- RACI AL, DEMOCRATI C AND NON SEXI ST
SOCI ETY. BOTH NATI ONALLY AND | NTERNATI ONALLY SOUTH AFRICA | S
PERCEI VED AS HAVI NG i E¥%%Ey A WATERSHED. MANY BELI ng_THAT THE
COUNTRY IS ON THE VERGE OF FAR- REACH NG CHANGES ANDATHE PROCESS
OF REFORMS! | NI TI ATED BY PRESI DENT F. W DE KLERK, | S | RREVERSI BLE
AND TOTAL. IT IS ARGUED, THEREFORE, THAT MR dE KLERK SHOULD BE
ENFVWRAGED TO CONTI NUE W TH THE REFORM PROCESS AND REWARDED
ACCORDI NGLY. AND THE BEST WAY TO SHOW CUR " GRATI TUDE" WOULD BE
TO HAVE SANCTI ONgi gEgaf o PAVE THE WAY FOR SOUTH AFRI CA' S RE-
ADM SSI ON TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS AND OTHER WORLD BODI ES. I N OTHER
WORDS SCQUTH AFRI CA SHOULD BE BROUGHT I N FROM THE COLD. WE FI ND
THI' S EUPHORI A M SPLACED: APARTHEI D REMAI NS | NTACT, WH TE SOUTH
AFRI CANS ARE STILL IN FULL AND TOTAL CONTROL OF ALL PONER -

PCLI TI CAL, ECONOM C AND SOCI AL. BLACK SQUTH AFRI CANS, ON THE
OTHER HAND, REMAI N THE UNDERDCGS - HOUNDED AND PERSECUTED,
OPPRESSED AND ECONOM CALLY EXPLO TED, AND DEN ED FUNDAMENTAL
HUVAN RI GHTS AND PRI VI LEGES ENJOYED BY THEI R WHI TE COVPATRI OTS:
THE COUNTRY | S WRACKED BY VI CLENCE I N WH CH THE GOVERNMENT' S
CONNI VANCE HAS BECOVE QUI TE APPARENTt. V NO SERI QUS ATTEMPTS
ARE MADE TO ARREST THE DETERI ORATI NG SI TUATI ON.

F. ..



Y
0

88 NW "' 31 11313551 1311 EEhil 1619 p_

u

51

ALL BLAME |'S CONVI NI ENTLY PLACED ON THE SHOULDERS OF THE ANC AND
I TS ALLI ES. - THE SOUTH AFRI CAN COVMUNI ST PARTY AND THE CONGRESS
OF SOUTH AFRI CAN TRADE UNI ONS.

THE ANC | S OF THE VI EW THAT UNLESS CONDI TI ONS ARE CREATED VWH CH
ARE CONDUCI VE FOR THE PEACEFUL RESOLUTI ON OF THE BASI C PROBLENMS
FACI NG SOUTH AFRI CAN SCCI ETY THERE CAN BE NO MEANI NGFUL

DI SCUSSI ONS ON TALKS WITH THE GOVERNMENT. IMPLICIT IN THIS IS
THE REMOVAL OF ALL OBSTACLES | MPEDI NG THE PROCESS OF

NEGOTI ATI ONS. BESI DES THE NCORMALI SATI ON OF POLI TI CAL. ACTIVITY IN
THE COUNTRY, THE RELEASE OF ALL POLI TI CAL PRI SONERS AND

DETAI NEES, RETURN OF ALL EXILES ETC., THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM OF
VI OLENCE NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED. | T | S QEEEE CLEAR THERE CAN BE
NO FULL EXCHANGE OF VI EWs AND THE FORMULATI ON OF I DEAS IN A

CLI MATE OF SUSPI CI ON DI STRUST, FEAR AND VI CLENCE.

FOR THE NEGOTI ATI NG PROCESS TO BECOVE MEANI NGFUL | T HAS BECOVE
ABSOLUTELY | MPERATI VE THAT THE STATE MAKES EVERY EFFORT - AND | S
SEEN TO BE DO NG SO - TO PUT AN END TO THE VI CLENCE I N THE
TOMNSHI PS AND GHETTOS OF OUR COUNTRY.

NEGOT!I ATI ONS DO NOT TAKE PLACE IN A VACUUM THE TRANSFCORMATI ON
OF A PATENTLY UNJUST SOCI ETY IS NO GAME WHERE PO NTS ARE TO BE
SCORED. SQUTH AFRICA IS AT A MOST CRUCI AL JUNCTURE IN ITS

H STORY. THE VERY FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY | S AT STAKE AND | F THE
GOVERNMENT 1S SINCERE I N | TS PROTESTATI ONS TO HELP CREATE A NEW
JUST AND AN EQUI TABLE SOCI AL, ECONOM C AND PCLI TI CAL SYSTEM THEN
THE ONUS AND RESPONSI BI LI TY, IN THE FI RST | NSTANCE, LIES SQUARELY
ON | TS SHOULDERS.
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THE GOVERNMENT MJST BE SEEN BY ALL SCUTH AFRI CANS THAT IT IS
SINCERE I N | TS EFFORTS TO RESCLVE THE CONFLI CT. AFTER ALL, THE
PROBLEMS OF OUR COUNTRY WERE CREATED AND EXACERBATED BY THEM I T
HAS TO PROVE | TS BONA FI DES. MERE STATEMENTS OF | NTENT ARE NOT
ENCUGH. BLACK SOQUTH AFRI CANS - VICTIMs OF A TYRANNY THAT HAS HAD
FEW PARALLELS I N HI STORY - ARE DEMANDI NG i 3i A PLACE IN THE SUN.
THEY DEMAND THEI R FREEDOM AND HUMAN RI GHTS Egg - NOT I N SOVE

DI STANT FUTURE. FAI LURE TO GRASP THI S FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH BY OUR
VWH TE COVPATRI OTS AND THE GOVERNMENT | N PARTI CULAR CAN ONLY
oeuaw

 gz; ggzzgi AN ALREADY EXPLOSI VE SI TUATION - A SI TUATI ON FRAUGHT
W TH GRAVE AND | NCALCULABLE CONSEQUENCES .

VWE ARE CONVI NCED THAT EVENTUALLY W SER.  COUNSELS | N THE RANKS OF
THE RULI NG Cl RCLES W LL PREVAIL AND NARROW PARTI SAN | NTERESTS

W LL BE DI SCARDED FOR THE GREATER GOOD OF ALL SOQUTH AFRI CANS

| RRESPECTI VE OF RACE, COLOUR, SEX OR CREED.

S| GNED:  NELSON R MANDELA

DEPUTY PRESI DENT
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