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-In their name an& that of the National Executive Committee we greet the
entire membership of the ANC and Umkhonto Ne Sizwe and charge that they

carry the tasks facing all of us with such honesty, courage, dedication-
and discipline as befit all true revolutionaries. In their name, and on
behalf of the National Executive Committee, we commend all these

. revolutionaries and urge all other patriots to unite in action, to act for

unity’and, as one, to lead the people in united action.

In the name of the founding fathers, in the name of the martyred heroes
of our people, and in the name of the leadership of the African National
.Congress, we call upon our people to observe 1982, the 70th anniversany
of the formation of our national union, as the Year of Unity in Action.

Let this be the year of the most powerful offensive that our country

has ever seen. Let this be the year of’ our {Treatestmzxity lintaotiono
Let this be the year of a great leap forward to the threshold of victory.

Bong live the Year of Unity in Action’.

Long live our glorious people’s movement, the African National Congress’.

Meatla ke a rona’ Amandla ngawethu’

’Ke nako, Rbyihlome’.

All power to the people’.
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Our strugfÂ«;lS, as part S1d parcel of the rcvolurb; narv process that is

0’

Sweeping SorSSS the Sontihent, draws inspirStioh and Support 1om the
victories Slfeady Soofed by Africa. Our victory SVer what was 31 the
be-1nn1ng, and remains, entrenched imperialist Smmination and 11hitS
iminority rule, will constitute the apex of Africaâ\200\231s advance to genuinS

f!â\200\234

political and economic emancipation.

It is equally trueWa] the reVolutionarv tranSformSLions t1 1St SS hSVS
S1tnesoed on the continent of Africa are S180 a oo1nponent part of t11S
broader global strugrle waged by progr83S1ve mankind against tâ\200\230˜ Sark forSSS
of imperialist domination over the world and of he exploitat ion of man by
man. At the time of L110 foï¬\202nding Sf  $1â\200\23418 ANC, a nauaful of 1mpor1111st po
SSrs
dominate1 tl1S rest of Li.S SSrld p011t11â\200\23031nd SSSnSm1ioSlly. AfriSS had
been SSved up among;’ the "Table’ imperiaJist forces in pursuit of Strata
raw materials, profit, and Sphcru Sf influSnSS. NilliSnS 11pon milliohs of
people in the colSniSlSnS nenlcolovual 1Srld had been reduSSd to ShjSSts
’of unbridlea exploitatiSh and producers Sf fat profits for foreign masters.

Tod.ay that p1Sture haS Sâ\200\234nged. It has Câ\200\234â\200\235Wâ\200\235Od rdu10a13â
\200\235 8.1d irrSvSrsihly;
The spheru Sf impSrialist Semi n i;ion has Shrunk trCMSniSu lg anS’oShtinuSS
to do So as the forces of libwrmt1on and SSSiSl prSgrSSSgrow in SiÃ©e and,
COWbathCEGuS.AS a Sonsewugnco, tlm SaLSnSe of forces, both continSntally
and internStionally, has Sncisively Shiftad in favour of the forSSS of
indepSnr&Shoe, demoorLSy 1nd peaSS. The nm1nsuuw of this torld revolutionary
prSSSs S Sre thS soSialist countries, fuJJv SSSSmitted to the Sense of
natiSnal liberatiSn, the democratic forces in Lhe capitalist camp, and the
national liberation movenant. PIS too, therSfSrS, arc part SSS parcel of this
’revolutionary stream that is changing our planet for a bettSr and happier

world to live in.

Giveï¬\201 this backrround, therefore, the 70th aï¬\201niversarv of the African
â\200\230hSulSnal CongresS f1nds S11 Sf us bett Sr placed t11an 1:9 hevc been thSre

tS SSrry our historic mission to dSStrSv the apartheid monster and realise
thS’;;:oal Sf total liberatich ofâ\200\230S AfriSSn Soï¬\201tihent. It is our historic
O}llâ\200\230dt101, as it is that of Africa, uniteï¬\202’1n1er the Organisatibn of

Africw Uni;

to ijvlt tS ach.iSVS this goal, aha in Soing so, to contribute

tS thS SffSrtSL011SrdS ensurin{j  th5t the Sontihe11t aS-a whole enjoys peace

and attends to the urgent tSsh Sf winning economic lihSeration and raisingâ\200\235

the living Standards of its people.



The venue of this momentous event was NAEC"? INC (Bloemfontein). Pixley ka I.

Seme explained Lo Lhe assembled ï¬\201ele3aLes:

"The whiLe people of Lhis oounLry have farmed what is known as

Lhe Union of SouLh Africa ˜ a union in â\200\235â\200\234101 we have no voice

in Lh.e maklnn of laws and no parL in Lheir adminieraLiongâ\200\230Ne_

have called you.a. Lo Lhis conference so LlcLL we can LogeLheru

devise waays 3nd means of forming our national uxaion for Lhe

purpogeoof rtatlu: naLional uhiLy

aha Lefending our rigth

and privilep

The ensuingÂ°debaLe and delimeraLions oulminaLed

by a unanimous decision, in˜

Lhe epoohnmaklhr formation of the African NaLionel CoaneSs. The people of
SouLhern Africa had LLLLS for3ed a new and mighLy weapon of eru3rle, a
regional poliLioal force, a naational movemenL 111 113rew Lo becom’ QerL of
people’s poliLioal life, experience and hisLor3,L11e CubOdlhent of Lheir
deepest belief inthe oerLain y and vioLory and LL :0 expression of Lheir_
idenLiLy wiLh Lhe progressive forces of Lhe_world in Lhe pursuiL of man’s

just cause.

c

Taday, as we look back over 7 decades of uninLerrupLeï¬\201 3nd principled eruggle
b3 Lhe African NaLional Con3mesg Lo free our oonLinenL and our moLherland
from Lhe shackles of colonialism, raoismiahd fascism we riae in our millions

salsze of Lhe 3reaL paLrioLsswho Ceulereq at Men3up" in earlv Januar3,

1912. Amon3*Lhem,- were.John Langalibalele Dube, So} PlaaLjie, NalLer Rubusuna,
Sam Mak3aLho, Alfred NanLOna, Meshaok Pelem, ClurlObL Maxeke,T0138 Napikela,
Edward Tsewu.and oLhers. There were the roval porgonafbe LLho had persohally orâ\200\230
whose forebears led Lhe armies of resisLanoe Lo Lhe colonial pooupaLion of
Africa but also came to or were represenLed aL BloemfonLein Lo forge a new
weapon of eLru33le, among Lhem: Solomon ha Linizulu of the Zulu, Mpthioa of
Lhe Barolongr, Lewanika of Lhe Lozi, LeLsie II of Lhe SoLho, LaboLSiheni of
Lhe Swazi, Dalindyebo;of Lhe Thembu, Sekhukhuni of Lhe Pedi and Khama of Lhe

Tswana.

The desire, the QLLova Lo brlnLo Lhe Bloemfonbeln COï¬\202lOTLPCâ\200\234 all Lhe
peoples of SouLllern Afr1oa, as a fir sL step Lowards the unif1o Lion of Lhe
African erugï¬\201le, was ï¬\202efeated only by Lle f505 LheL we were separaLely
subjumaLed by Lhree moLrOUol1Lah.Poâ\200\235v Â» w GreaL BriLain, Gerzm3v anÃ© Portugal.

U



We greet these allies and friends on the occession of our 70th birthdaV.

We greet the governments and peoples of ï¬\201le socialist community of nations,

â\200\230

the governments and peoples of the oeuntries organised in the nonâ\200\224eligned

movement, the Scandinavian peoples and governments, and the entimracist

governments and peoples of the rest of Western Europe emd North America in

the firm oelief that we are together committted  to act in uhitv a{e net
those who are oomrittinry a crime a{;ainst humanity, the apartheid regime.

The year of

he 70th anniversary of the ANC has been proclaimed by that

august body, the General Assembly of the United Nations, as the year of

mobilisation for the implementation of sanctions against apartheid. We urge
that all those who truly wish to see and end to the inhuman system of˜
apartheid should,’actinÂ§ in unity, seiÃ©e this Opportunity to ehSure that
the Pretoria regime is isolated dSâ\200\230nÃ©VÃ©Ã© before. Feilure to do this will
condemn our people and those of Southern Africa in particular en&; in the
end, the rest of manhCine, to a terrible blooo˜letting that will forever remain

a blot on the conscience of the entire humanity.

Todav we commemorate with deserved pride t1;e 70th anniverserv of our national
union. This is a historic occas- sion which has been made possihle by the
sacrifices which our people have made throuï¬\201hout these years and the support

k)â\200\234

of the world democratic movement.

From Port Elizabeth and_Bulhoeh to Sherpeville and Soweto and hmmy other
widely dispersed points in timesand s13ece between, our people have laid
down theair lives in the strugÃ©le for our linertgr end in pursuit of the
goals for which the ANC was founded. On Robben Island, in Kroonstad and
Pretoria are loclced away leagehs.cf our people, both young and old, men
and women, black and white, heroes and heroines to whom the 1iheretion of

the peOple is worth more then their own lives.

On this historic occassion we raise our banners in salute of all these
martyrs end patriots and pledge to remain true to their example and
steadfast in the execution-of their command to seize power_from our

oppressors.



Those who attenï¬\201ed came from the Britiehwoolonised part of the region.

Today, however, 1he colonial barriers ï¬\201bet separated us in 1911Â»hev>

\

crashed ugder the weight of t1w1e adxeb.sing African revoluï¬\201ioï¬\202e.Ee have

become one people, with one cause and one enemy ˜ she S.A’feeoiete enï¬\201

their imperialist allies.

The African National Congress 1ae conceivea as a regional union of anti˜
colonial forces and had e distinctly oontinebtel perspective .â\200\230On the:
oooeeeien of tee its 70th armiversery the masses of 1he people.of’South
Africa eelute11eir comrades˜in˜arms, the reoples of Southern Afr1oa.˜:

110 founders of ahe ANC.

They salute the’pGOple Of Africa ˜ who, with :he dCCOlOï¬\202lwwblOb of Namibia
and South Africa, will have fulfilledtheir hie toric mission to achieve the
total liberation of the Continent, uhue consolidating a firm foundetion
for a victorious struggle e51jeinst 1mgerieliem

The oppressed me see amd democrats of South Africa, througsh the Â£110, selute_
all’the world forces of change who, during the past 70 years, have fought
triumphant struggles against colonialism, reois.n end feeci em. Eithin 5
years of he formauion of t11e AE , the world’s first eooielie.aï¬\201e1e came
into being. Today a powerful world socialist system exists and 1h 1
principles upbn which it is founded win growing accepï¬\201ance as men develops
from his peek to his fuï¬\201ure.

The African National Conqreee, born of 1he people, a creaï¬\201ion of Africaâ\200\231s
history and experience, has moved with bmc people anal 1.’ith the times. It
was born into the fronï¬\201line, to spearhead the peopleâ\200\230s struggle. Thenke
to the dedication of its members, the great vision of its leaders and the
.oalibre of ite’ellies andesupporters, 11 1?a3 remained in tee@ontline end
is now epeerheaÃ©ingitl1e final aSuU1t upon L10 last colonial 81ronghold in

Africa:

:1 integral part of 21 0121151151â\200\234 rgozld. the 110 *1Â» 13117112311901 andhas bee
n
influenced by the eooio˜economio axd UOulblCcl bTw1uf0rruthD heb-heVe
come in the course of man’s struggle for a better world. It is an integral
pert of the worldâ\200\224wide forces thei are in feet changing the world a
eliminating its injusticee, correcting its
social, economic aha political order in which erenoeh.ip and peace will
and war will have been removed.
prevail beeuse the oeuses of conflie

Jaloï¬\202CCS e1d.in$roï¬\201uai;5,hvncw



Oh this historic occassion, marking the 70tL a.hh1veersary of he found.inâ\200\235

of our Vanguard lioereu1on movement, we extend our revolutlonwr greetings

and songqratulations to all our people on

he greatehievement and advanees

that they have thus far registered along this long and arduous rmreh to

our cherished goal of national and social liberation. That goal is already

in sight’.’we.are saginc this boldlv end cenfidentlgr , for our forces of I

national liberation have never been oetter poised for the 1inel anluu"ht

to eradicate the evil system of colonial and_ o1aloopression and

exploitation.

The formation of the African Natlonal Congress,

h January 8, 1912,

*an expression of the futuhe peeple s power Von through pretreated end

_

bitter.struggles against the combined Boer and Ehitish eolenial enslavement.

The ANC was, and remains to this ï¬\202ay, the 0â\200\234gan1sod politieal represente1tiv
e

and fighting force forne,atta1nment of eenocr"*1o and revolutionerm chanreI

in our society.

The message that came out of .she 1ound1Mâ\200\234 conference in Bloemfontein, 7O

veers ae;o, expreeced the coilecbive resolve.of Jthe peoples of Seu:thern

’

Africa W10 carreeth perceived t11t they were suffering under theIselfsame

yoke Of-colonial tyranny and t1m wefcre share& a common destiny. That

message also coincided with the aspirations of millions of oolonially ˜

subjugated Africans throughout our .otMr continent.

It is hot accidental that history apportioned to our region the role of

a fore˜ruhner in this regard. For it is here that 1mï¬\201erialist domination

and colonial occupation had achieved the.ï¬\201es

pernicious and disastrous

results, and thereforeâ\200\230made more pressing

he need to challenge foreiwn

rule and.to oounterpose to it the right of tM Afr iean people to Self â\200\2301

determinatien and independence. Stretching from that period, the peoples

of Africa have made gigantic strides, with practically the whole’oontinent:

having attained political independence and now engaged in national economic



reconstruction to consolidate the se Meanâ\200\2346 A few poohets of racial and

colonial domination remein,

soon to

swept off the surfemeof the

oontinehta



For us it was a time for reassessment, for the drawing up of a new

straae

-and new tactics to meet the e.hen51ng condition?Â».

The administrative terror which the enemy unleashed against the popular
upsurge: the bannings, banishmente, hoeainve, torture in police cells,
henrins and shootings ˜ none of ti1eee have succeeded in neutralising
the people’s militency. Instead they have reinforced our determinetion

to pursue the cause of liberation.

Under the leadership Of the ANC and its allies as well as other patriotic
revolutionary forces inside ti1e countrv, organis ed political confrontatienh
has grown immeasurably over the recent past. TheÃ©underground forces of ourâ\200\234
movement are entrenched deeper and are mult1PIV1nU amon.g: the people more
than at any stage since the outlawing of our org n1oeu10n. The ere v is
engulfed in a crisis of Ã©eep proportions and is frentieellV looking for

1..
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new wa5Â§ out of this political quagmire.
J

In the current period; our people have begun to reply to the enemy violence
with revolutionary violence. Todagr our ezrmed cadres ere 150111 blow after
blow at the enemy in wide-epreai areas throughout Sourh AfricaÂ» The growing
sophisticatioa of these blows, their frequency end,their high
organisation have inspired our peoplegend reinforced their conviction that
cause shell triumph. The reeiet˜ret1me itself can no 10115er aeny that

our
they face a future in which 5rowin5:maee political upsurge will be more

evel of

and more complemented %;y’1nereee1nx

;
5

med action by th

peOWle. We have _

reached a stage where the people have opted for ahï¬\202 are joining the armed

strugyle as one of the most effective ways to_dielod5e the resist rulers
from power. Inside our 01Â«n borders the belance w? forces is gradually
tilting in our favour. The voice of the ma Mdmocratic movement, headed.
by the ANC and its allies is winhihg’the hearts and minds of growing

numbers from emonwet all the eppreeeed, push h5 into 5rowin1 isolation
the diehard racists and 1e â\200\235seiste. Thie n˜veme1t is not only an opponent
of the apartheid re"1u but 11-as actually cmaweeï¬\201 es en altecnetive lower,
OHJOVIP" the actual and active elleriehee oz: the overwhelming majority
of our people. Increasing numbers from the w1ite˜crpressor group are
steedily’joining the stream for political e16 eooial change.

L.
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The motto of unity was inscribed on our battle standards on the very day

of the creation of the African National Congress. As Seme hai declared

while organising the first congress,
the delegates reÃ©blved to bring together the oppr08$ed into cotmon &otion

we are one people"q For

..ï¬\202

heir parts

as onÃ© political pÃ©ople.

We have therefore striven for seven decades to build one ogmmon nationhood
with one destiny. Our shared experience of collective sacrifices in the

goal have knit us together as one solid block of,

˜struggle for a odmmon
liberatidn; The comradeship thgtiwe have formed in the trenches of freedbm,
transcending the barriers th&t thÃ© enemy sought to.create, is a guarantee
and a precondition for our victory. But we need still to build on this

L

aohiÃ©vement. All of us â\200\224 workers, peasants, stuï¬\201ents, priests, chiefs,
traders, tÃ©aohÃ©rs, ciVil servants, poets, writers, men women and youth,
black and whitg ˜ must take our common destiny in our own hands.

On this, our 70th anniversary, we call upon our people and on our allies
and Supporters to make 1982 a year of Unity in Action with the intensification

of our agaault on all fronts.

We call upon our working people, the ba kbone of our liberation movement
:to mobilise as never befcre at the point of production to build a powerful
democratic tradÃ© union movement for.the advancement of the interests of ,
the workers and fOr thÃ©ir activisation into the struggle for the victory

of the national democratic revolution.

We call upon our people in the bantustans.to mobilise an& to isolate
and destroy the Pretoria puppets. Let us all fight fqr_a.democratio

and unified SOuth Africa;

We call upon our youth and studentg to maintain and heighten their
MSpirit of rÃ©Ã©is ance. YOu havcâ\200\224alrewiy demonstrated that you are a
’detÃ©cbmÃ©nt of greatest COUrage and heroismeaï¬\202owgâ\200\230more than aver before,

our stfuggle demands that you act-with supreme dedic&tion and vigour

Under the bannÃ©r bf our’fighting movement;



Today,C

â\200\234 b.e her010 sï¬\201ruggle in which the Namibian people are engaeoJ is

!

tself e mirhtv conmribution to our own liberation, en e1ipreceion of

a united offensive in which we who suffer under a common enemy are

enga5ed. We plcd5e to our fellow combefente of Namibia that we shall

intenÃ©ify the Offensive on our front so.thet both our peoples can

secure their emancipation.

We salute’the heroic people of_Angole who have resolutely sacrificed to

sustain an& advance the etrucale of the Namibian people, in the process

suffering agrression upon a5oreee1on b;y the fascist regime of South

Africa.â\200\235

We Salute also other cOï¬\201reaeeâ\200\224lnâ\200\224ermo enn15cd in stmugglwto liberete

themselves, includin5 those of Weeï¬\201ern Sahara led by the Po 1m 31rio Front,
of Faleetine led by the PLOÂ¢ of El SalveÃ©or led by the Farabundo Marti
Na+ional Liberation Front, of East Timor led bv Fretelin, of Puerto Rico,

â\200\230

Guatemala and elsewhee

All Lhese etrurml together with our own belongâ\200\230 to one democratic and
â\200\235anti˜imperialietâ\200\230meinstreem. Any advances they make contribute to the
furtherance of our own stru551e, any adva11oee we make +ronwtben uhe
11nd of these eâ\200\230eter movements which like us, confront .he force5 of

8

1mper1al1shsheaded by the Unit ed Staubâ\202¬s of America.

These forces of reaction can so etha1 ï¬\201le risen peoples are determined
to brinaq to en Gad 1116 epoch of lWTGrlullqt oominetion. Thev have

therefore decided to go on +h.e offeneive againetâ\200\230bhe people. The most
backwards elements in world polit1ee, therefore, be ’10 apartheid

South Africa, Zioniet

erae1 or +he roec11onhrv Junta of El Salvaior,

’find enoouragement to heng-on to their illngotteu poem at all costs.

But in 70 years u he world has ohen5ee6 radioelly. The people of Africa,

of Southern Africa 131 of South Africa are not elone. We 000 have our

allies and loyal friendeucountries ind peoples who rlore the eeme vieion

as we do, who are prepared to ca ry 11; burden of eï¬\201ruggle together with

us, who reoO5niee that all humanity is diminished and world peace and-

seourity threatened IJ the continued existence of the epertheidfregimea



â\200\230

Through our sacrifices, and inshe face of 3rutel enemy repression and

persecutien, we have stubbornly end pcrswstentl depended our great:

creation, the African NetiOnal Congress, against frantic and desperate
efforts by the enemy to blot it out. We have defended it because we knew

that w1th0ut it our collective.strength.wou1d ceaee to exiei, without 1t3

the prospects of eur’oeï¬\201turing power woulï¬\201 fade 1nto the ï¬\2011eÂ§ent futuregW
Wâ\200\234

Twenty years efï¬\201er the’dppreseor reg1me duocleared 1t1111e5.1,t11e ANC today

on its.70th anniversary, â\200\2308 openly eeelaimed es theï¬\201leader of our people,

thanks to the imposition by the masses of a new popular concept of legality

which the enemy guns cannot shoot out of existence, and which his courts

cannot imprieoï¬\201; By 111ftin˜"tle ban in thie’manner we have eseerted

3

ourselves as the alternative power of our land this only 1c˜1tlmete payer,

-beceuse we are thepeople, t11e-democretio. majority, whose n111 must triumph

in tie end.

In sharp Contrast to the reeiets who}ave eoue1t to divine our oountrv end

people into racial ane ethnic compartn1ents, we have uphe1d the ideal of one

oounï¬\201ry, one people and one democratic and nonwreciel destiny for all who

liYe 1n 1t, b1eok and white

The peopleweqÃ©eterminetion not to ï¬\201eviete from these ideals remains
steadfaet’end finds expression in the universal commitment we he-ve made to

feme1e11oyal to the perspectiveseoonteined in the Freedom Charter. As t1ere
can be no oompromis0 between democratic rule and racist tyranny, so must
it be that the FreedOm Charter, the alt ernetive political, eeonOmio end
_eonet1tut10nel pletform of popular power in our country, will emerge

â\200\235tr1umphant.

IAftef 7C yeerÃ© of unrelent1nÂ§:etruemle, and buildincg: on the historicend
irrevereible beins recordee during these oeeaueu, we have reeeLed a qtâ\200\234?
F â\200\235750 /5,
S
vzben the process of oonsolieatln, bases of-pOpulep power among the people 3
3câ\200\235un To promote this pr006:es9 we have decided to mobiliee our peo;Â»1e

. . â\200\234â\200\230Wï¬\201zï¬\202â\200\231ï¬\202;
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t h S-

for t11e oncomins period under the netehworde "Unity ’n AetionV. Our
strengjth lies in unityÂ§˜and’our future advances, in aetionq Without unity



we are weak, and â\200\2341t10Lt action we remain oppressed. To.move_Â§orwerd_we

W

 

tweea t

must atï¬\201aok, aQi in unity and unite in action:?The "’1ns recorded durinT

, M MM â\200\230-

o

70 YOEIâ\200\230S Of strugt5:10 have, â\200\234thanks to 1311C
successive generations of our people, ï¬\201iven us the poeeibility to ac}ieve

ff’:i:Iâ\200\230CB-_â\200\230.Ee.7b.˜Qâ\200\230-Q0.1516ibut’1011.. 13,14, bv ’L’he

â\200\2303

such unity in practice
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STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE CONVITTTE OFTTIEAFRLCAE

NATIOAL 001:GTESS QT ":13â\200\234OCQAJSION OF â\200\234â\200\234233 70TH WTIVEBQTTQ

   

OF THE TCRMATIQN â\200\235QB E""1111110 AN NATIONAL CONGRESS â\200\224- ngjgggjx;
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Compatriots, allies and democratic supporters of the heroic’strug’le

of The people of South Africa

Comrades,

The names of the founding fat}Tera are in the minds of Tany of the oppressed

’ people of our Country today as we commemorate the 70th anniversary of the

,

foun ation of t1:e African National Congres8. One of Ihese PiAjlev ka Izaka 1

â\200\231(y.

Seme, had declared in 1906:.

"The brigghï¬\201 er dam is risinL upon Af110ao..los,the

regeneratiCn of Africa belongs to this new and powerful

Aperiod. ThÃ© African people... poSsess a oomTTCn

fundamental sentiment which is everywhere manifest,

crystallising itself

into one common controlling idea...

’The regeneration of Africa means thet a new an& unique

!_

LCiVilisation is soon to be added to the werl ".

In 1911, inla historic Clarion call whiCh articulated a widely felt.need

for a united struggle’ageinstnoelonial domination in Africa, Pixley {a

Seme invited the peCpï¬\202eÃ© of tie subnoontinent to meet in conference and,

fornettlnb and buIV1ng all past differenCes and divisions, to discuss.andâ\200\231n

plan together for their common future.

As an expression of The "regeneration of Africa" and in response to the Call

for united struggle,i1he most represelï¬\201ative politicalgathering of-Aï¬\202rioans

ever held iï¬\201 The Subncontinent of Africaâ\200\234toek place on JanuanyVB, 1?12Â§â
\200\230I

Delegates ana representatives came from all over South Africa and from otherâ\200\234

Countries of SCuthern Africa. Thev included workers, farmers, peasantï¬\201,



prof Â£;sionals, Journaliut traders, churchmen, Chiefs,Jmembere of the Affican

royalty, poets, mu51cien au hers.



We are hetter plucee to meVe formerÃ© eeeauue our peeple are engaged in

mass or61n1sea aetion at a 1eVe1 and â\200\2341the’ tehe01t3 unsurpassed over the
last seven decades. We are better p1eed to hreek new greund in our eeeeelt
on the ehem3 beeÃ©Luse t1â\200\2301ese risen mas ee 1 reeoa1.e o1err 3_, from practical
experiÃ©imÃ©, that the revolutionary etru’:1e 1n’v11111 11:23 are enwvedhasâ\200\235
one leader and one perspective ˜ the African 1sationa1 Congress enï¬\201 the
Freedom Charter TCSâ\200\234â\200\234Cu1V01J. â\200\235e are hett::r placed to move in on
 the enemy

1

because toda1 we have a

,

.

.

onuler aerm3

r

7

Umkhonto Eie 812we

:

oeJeble of Speaking

to the enemy in the language he underetnds beet.

_Thevteer13 deeedesfollow1aL the 1912 feunding conference Were times OT
proh1ng b3 our movement to meet the ehan,1ng centext of theâ\200\230eÃ©rugg3leâ\200\2341n
’<
ï¬\202whioh new cconem101131011t1c1 foreesfertchene were st111 1n*â\200\234c11
1nfanc3. Our peop1e had been Tinully rbbbee of their land end all political
r1ghts. In ˜row1nr numhrs they were pushedihto the mines and plantations
to produee wealth for South Affiee.’s ruling Class; Thie marked The-emergence
of the working e1ees movementin our-eeuntfy. it we"8 from th1Â°Â§hlhokV+
1ab0uring seetion o f bur populwt1on 1111111e new forces of resistance came
up. The past 70 yeare have wit n Sed unendlng eff orts by the wor1zing people
to combine and use their eo1leet1ve etrenï¬\202tl to defeat the oppreeeor. In

9

1

2

ok1rm1ehvu

eenfront etions

anti-
the rooese
pass eampaiqns, def1ence campairns and otl rforme of Struggle,"t60k place
â\200\234practical School for drilling
all over the country. All these served as
and training our revel luionery forcesup Gradually they have Â°3ewa in strengâ\200\234th
and experience and now pose a real threat te timeeyetem of aparthe11. They

eoenomio str11.:es

’
3
1
{



.

9

boycotts

v:

Term the backbone 0T Our striking pewero

A1read3 b3 the late 1940’s our 30Ung m111tnte} thrown upâ\200\230hy the growiï¬\201g
end intensifyinï¬\201’struï¬\201ï¬\201ley began to e1ert new and more effeetive methods
ef struggle for the new star". T111 rrrpered t1e ground for the massive
confrontations of the 1C50’ s m the umn11’n fer the defiance of unjust lees,
general peliticel strikes, more entlâ\200\224Da1010empe1"ne eï¬\201l the Confress of the
People th1t adopted our 1181307010 doommb -â\200\230-511: Freedom Charter. B3 that ’
periodt11e African Netional Comeres 11ed heeome a myC.movCï¬\201ent involving
’a11 sections of the oppreeSed 1h.QCTlï¬\201C;SLTUWW1CoFbCud.Tliz znmifri*1tehed’f
by the risihy revolutionar3 tide, he enem3 dealered our movement illegal

and deteined men3 of Our lbu&CrÂ° ehd act1V1te.



We call upon our womenfelk to raise the cry for vengeance against those

who are murdering, maiming end torturing our some and daughtere for their

participation in our struggle. You have elread;r demonstrated that you do
choose between dying in defence of apartheid or joining the noble cause of

national liberationÂ«

We call upon the millions of t11e oppreÂ°eed to etehd shoulder to shoulder at

this crucial hour in our historyt’The enemy manoeuvres to sow ï¬\201imisien in

our ranks must be defeated. Our destiny is one’.

We call upon theseâ\200\230amOhgst our people who have been clad

in police end’

armyuniforms to rethink their role. You have it within your grasp tov
chooSe between dying in defenee of apartheid or jo1n1ng the noble oeuee ofht

national liberet1en.

We call upon those in the white community who etend re ady to livee life of
reel equality and non˜raeialism to make common cause with our struggle for

genuine liberation.

On the oceassion of the 70th anniversary of the African National Cohgress,
itself a product of the trials and tribulations of Africa’s children, we
salute the OAU and the brother peeplee of chi continent. To all of them we
say the need for us to continue acting 1n-un1ty 1n the struggle to destroy
the apartheid regime, the enemy of all Africa, increases with the
intensification of+11.e stru<ggleo It is the hope of the millions of yeur
brothers and sisters held prisonerâ\200\234hy the Pretoria rerlme that this year,
you will, together with them, take initiatives further to advance our

united action.

We salute in particular the brother people of Namibia, t11e1r leader, EÂ§â\200\234APO
and the PeopleseLitereulon Army of hamihie (PL?m1).vIt is to us a matter of
proud fecord that as early as 1919, end â\200\234â\200\235a1h 1n 1M=5, the ANC sent
delegations to Versailles end the United Nations respectively,-to f1"ht
against the territory of Namieia heihw mandated to racist South Africa.


