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tain on a unique career.

The former Prime
Minister announced she
will stand down from the
Commons at the next
general election. She also
made a broad hint that a
peerage, with a seat in
the House of Lords,
would not come amiss.

Her grief was mir-
rored by delegates at the
Tory Women's Confer-
ence where minister
Chris Patton read out her
statement. Women every-
where in the hall re-
moved their glasses and
dabbed at cheeks.

Despite the public dis-
may, allies of both Prime
Minister John Major and
Mrs Thatcher were pri-
vately relieved at her de-
cision. The continual ar-
gument over Britain's
role in the EC has been
causing dissent among
the Tories, contributing
to Mr Major’s falling rat-
ings.

'Mr Major, in Luxem-
bourg for the EC meet-
ing, said she would “go
down as a very great
prime -minister indeed”.
The Commons would be a
“poorer place without
her and I imagine she
will make a positive and
valuable contribution in
the House of Lords”.

The accolades, which

LONDON. TEARS poured down Margaret Thatcher’s
cheeks on Friday as she finally brought down the cur-

‘Former British prime
minister finally

“brings down the curtain

earful

Thatcher
bows out

poured in from all parts
of the world, were
matched by a jubilant
Labour Party.

After many bruising
battles across the Com-
mons floor, Labour lead-
er Neil Kinnock could
still not find a kind word
to say about Mrs
Thatcher.

She was bowing out of

parliament, he said, to
avoid “certain defeat” at
the next election.

Saying that he would

not miss her, he suggest |

ed the decision was “one
of her wisest judgments”.

“I think she will now
begin to fade in real po-
litical significance.”

After 32 years in the
Commons, Mrs Thatcher
said she would miss the
‘debate and the compan-
ionship but added
“whether one is in one
House or another, I shall
be there”.

‘Mrs Thatcher tele-
phoned Downing Street

her d
.Sion, made severa] dag
#2880 but kept seerar 23

" rangements were imm
" diately made to snmmoen;
cameras and de-

the TV

clare her k7
Friends dePﬁrttlre.

¢ said she agonised
_unﬁxl :he last minu%e.
ater, speakip '
g:_aunel 4, she blg-o!g:
7 Wn in tears, dabbing
Jer eyes with a hankie a5
she relived the moment

when_ she knew she would

Frida\} to :

ave to retire as leader.
Phe moment was in
plete contrast to an
jier TV talk on an-

"other channel in which

e exulted: “I'm free,
?’l:n free.” The words Sig-
nalled her aim to contin-
ue her fight against EC
federalism. ' %

So ended a Commons
career that began as MP
for Finchley in 1959 and
saw Mrs Thatcher be-
come the the Conserva-
tives’ most successful

‘ election winner and lon-
. gest-serving Prime Min-
. ister this century. ;

She now has a choice

of titles if her wish to go
to the Lords is granted.g

Crucial to the decision

is whether she takes a he-
reditary title that would
Ppass to her son Mark.

Officially, Mr Major

will recommend any title
to the Queen, but conven-
tion allows Mrs Thatcher
to tell him her pgefer-
ence.
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. men who they claim were seen harass- R
|| ing 'and assaulting :-youths thcy had
| rounded up for questlomng E L

“member Ditaba Potsuenyane ANC .

-Women’s League ‘executive member

launched an mvéétlgatlon info- alIe'ga—'
tionsof pohcc involvement in attackson. » d:sr
polmeal actmsts in. the area.:

R

“taﬂ iy

B s
Th° ‘“""35“83"011 follows allegauons obtained’ statements from youths who

‘of assault ‘and_ intimidation’ by police-  yere allegedly shoved into the boot of a
men ‘and their mvolvemem in the burn-":

ncar Parys two wceks ago

wnh heavy sncks by pol:cemcn :

R&'ildcnts havenamed several pohcc- Pohce spokcsman ‘CHl Steve s

ooyen confirmed that he had received
‘L complaints from Tumahole Civic Asso-
sl 7 " ciation chairman ‘Ace Magashule and
' ']_‘;ﬁwyers have obtamed statcments that he had gone to Parys to investigate.
from cycwnnesses Who “said they saw: . He! said after ‘lengthydiscussions he
‘policemen ; wearing balaclavas in ‘the suggested that people with complaints
‘township T:eforc the houses were petrol against the police should su_bm:t state-

e b2t 2

; bombcd - & ments to his office;": 1

Théir‘added that afte,» the auacks the L%k ‘But: re51dents chose to 'make state- :

SN

pohccmen were ‘seen spcedmg awayin. mcnts to their lawyers."”
motaor cars.

,action following water ~switch-offs ‘in
Tumaholc whlch lasted for sevcral

ik

wecks. ;

“to implicate Magashule ‘and other po-
Iltlcal activists in crrmmal offences.

4 Magushule is currently on' R1.500
Among Lhosc targetcd for arson ' Eall in a case where he faces charges of

attacks were /ANC. branch. secretary kidnapping and robbery. He is due to

. Otto i_M_O_I__OI, civic association executive .. - appear in court on; July9

A PR TN T TR S 3 T L@ T TR i

“ Pontsho Mogholosane, and local ANC .
-branch’ 'exccutwe member. Dolly Van—

Legal Resources Centre lawyers havp *

(i ek ‘pi i " Statements were:also obtalned by a
Resldcnts-allege the pohcc targeted Johannwburg ‘firm’of attorneys who
pohtical activists :who_had called :for - allegedly overheard policemen plotting- -

f © car‘and driven to the township’s com-"
ing"of” several houses in: the to\fnshlp * munity hall where they Were assaulted -
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hings" happened very' 1as
and on Wedn&da ‘afternoon'I
p 1l took' mye-declsxon ‘to stand:'1

' had“to ‘play within: the amove-

ot;actmn one should .take. is.to

! : ; reglons to heldr MMahara]sald
tstand abthe'organmanon S

Durban' for {

ppo,r;‘m .the &Southgn

ugg’n

have never defined the role T
mentAlllthmkistlmtthelrne-

. pursue the ‘movement’s strategy
'towards:a: total end to apart—,_'

.+ He was the nominee with tho’;

on_and also_ got. “high % |

aLsononuoa

But Mr'

#hiaa i p0115‘ inwthee PWVsarea,* which -_.i‘ment actmst ‘for: almost . 40;
+ ! also;nomina ted: him.” ‘Although .3 :
‘he ¢ * confirm which Te-!
';'gioni' alsoinommateﬂ?‘hun,’Mri ;
?Maharaj was told,that other, re- & {when the elections ;g}:o,place‘-'at}
-gions ons also ! ted him. Natal
Midl!nds and"fBorder,-;regions!h

‘Maharaj has "
been a controversial ngure in’
thé NEC: before his resignation’
because ‘he*was known«as a‘
: ‘talker — if something

istent stralgh_ lking,
i i unpow&rwi&;pms
NEC ‘members, and some were
h; pleased when he "retlred a7
le won thecessari
5 l welcome back: on board,
So it remains' to be ‘seen how
5.much support he has’ on'the
4 ground when it comes _down to
4 thevotmg. &
i Vg ‘The Leon; Trotsky lookalike, % §
‘who has been a Congress ! move- ;

joniwith other senior Utnkhotito”
,éSizwe members. : &

? i certain to get ‘ailot’0
support from the disbanded

~Mass | Democratic. ‘Movement the ANC in exile where he

oin
S mer have a -5 &éckly rose to thé powerful. po- .
: &e ma]orlty Hls’v [} on'of secretary in the POlltl-f
ost '~‘-, ‘cal Military Committee: In this ;¥
_ position he co- _ordinated the 1
ANC?,shanned struggle and its’:
@dg: ground operations. el fv »
om 1987 he co-ordinated
) &%hoese actions’ from’ ‘inside'the™™
' tintry in'the form of Operation :
i U“th‘t.arﬁ’s ;tl?;anil:kms “Vula: 1161;11 ‘his al:-rest tti1n July la;
al !! L years March 23 this: T
“on.,tqnthe NEC, we will seeia i yq":i

: !'_recewed unconditional ‘ind
lot moremassacuon. 4 %%% - nityand the charges against.
He hecame pohtically in-%

et Seading.a’BA “det fto him. agd the otbmnt-ll Vula® accused :
vov while: LR Y were 0 State. ]
_gree at the: qﬂm\rermty of: Natals e His ngggenie ?rorﬁ the re- “_'
1“\th‘ih?3:;n};‘g195ﬁ geAg?é’ b () px:ement ‘that never was, has.
Lover ot

- \ M
“New Era” newspaper and then’: | {made it cléar that, Mr Maharaj..,

the conf 2 s-u ’é_s ’a. X ‘1
.Stal'tegist to’ conoebtualise a'ts
P?lf.-t".":i?'

7 at ‘th e talks et weené{
_the ANC-and; prominent ‘Afri-
“kaners in Dakar. Senegal ‘Mr

;;Maharaj was seen struggling_

i“along® wlth"a 'v"ralking stick
! e Tumour; that
aye hing 'so. much.

‘intends [t remain | ‘one ;of ‘the

- ———

went on to do'an LIB at the Lop-‘ . 4ANC’s! !most 1mportant shakers :
;8 n School of Economics 4 and mcgets i i
_,Afber it was banned,, Mr Ma £ Pl i :
araj remained jnvolved.in. the:s .
“ ’x1 -.,‘.-\-.!‘:' 5 ] i i c
7 bDecembers that yearﬁwaslcon 3 -2 QuN < \_ R

’hcted of sabotage and.subver— %

. m—
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By SEKOLA SELLO. ;i . .
: " Y OUTHFUL home-grown %"
‘Jeaders “aré’.expected » to " |
B come to power during the
ANC's historic:48th congress at === ryears; s s

the University of Durban West- - The.; Cosatu/

ville this week. - .~ formedgjustover five years ago, i

! # While the- composition of the - . considégéd"_b the s HEAEIRE. 1

'ANC’s+ new .- and - enlarged - = bership. of ithe /ANC: 1o

National Executive Committeeis = - played a far more effective role

ot yet clear, there is little doubt - forcing Pretoria'.to_bri

‘among the organisation’s insiders - the current changes.

that many ‘of the home-grown .- Among - those .10 ::watch

leaders are likely to oust the old : unionists Cyril ‘Ramaphosa’ an

guard. .o 1 ity % v Sydney Mufamadi; UDF leaders.

- The : home-grown _leadership, :* * Popo . Molefe, - Patrick Lekota, i i A i

‘made up of members of the UDF- 2:"Rey Arnold Stofile, Albertinah, = ' {58 — ' R TR T

/Cosatu alliance, are increasingly 7 * Sisulu and - Trevor Manuel; ‘ as L ARTICULATE .. .+ :Num general EFFICIENT ... Terror Lekota, 43,

‘being . credited. with . having + 'wellas “exiles” such as Joel Net ‘secretary "Cyril Ramaphosa, 39, - is arguably one of the most capa-

‘caused the final crisis of apart- | . shitenze, 'Gugile ‘Nkwinte and regarded as the best choice for ble administrators to have
AR P K Thozamile Botha. L3 9 - 1:zid HANGC secretary-general. emerged from inside the country.

r T

e L it

b

YONI ' = ENTIAL v | ' 'RISING STAR ... Sydney Mufa-
'S FAVOURITE ... the | INFLUENTIAL .. Rev Arnold Sto- C -
--E‘L’fﬁ:ﬁ:f.smmman- sisulu; file, 46, the Border UDF leader, m;dl, I32. : :t;te;:: :::'nlf:ts:l;
69, has for years beeninthe thick played a key role in the sports ;p t:h As"gc“ 'olttics
of 'Mlc and UDF politics. boycot_t_. : ‘ qu politics.
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MHE htstonc ANC congress whtch starts
a’c“the University of Durban Westville

word no one in the orgamsauon wants to. say |
out loud. g
. That'word is powersharmg ; ;
l-l‘owevé'r, issues like sanctions and:
‘armed strugg]e remain dear to the’ ‘hearts
many in the ANC, and will no doubt feature
prommently during the five-day congress. ../
¢ It is a racing certainty: that the establis
ment in August of a united patriotic| front.

‘on ‘I'uesday is about one issue - a swear- |

! Such a-move ‘would have given the ANC

14 _iﬁe tactical edge over the government on the
| Sanctions issue. Instead, hardliners shot him

down' and Pretoria went up a point on the
scoreboard duld e sy

: The thaw in’ East-West relations — or the
emergence of a New World Order as it is now
being spokeri of has make a return to armed °
struggle- unacceptable to the major powers
This is well known in the ANC ‘

§is

,-w_

comprising ‘traditional anti-apartheid fom," hard to co:ne up w:th new strategres for takmg. o

WET.

poverty and no
lme"' an ANC-NP coalition governmen
serious mnsntuency proble f rtl

r"a rr?asswe and unhappy !

the last thing the ANC and |

1cs of un‘governab;hty and

t rm;;ts against natlo.

he 'young lions, a the external leadershlp_
" against those who did not opt for. heldid,

- Amid this speculation, leaks caldulate‘d 0.
weaken the position of one or the other fac-

; » . tionl have appeared in the press. ;'
Tn the hghi of these contemporary develop- .the ‘government want. We'd soon be back to - i b

ments, the 2 OOQ delegates will have to work" 3 h :

The oongress»the first to be permit tedby
| the white State in three decades — is. unlgkcly i

i . 1o go strictly. by the Queensberry rules!. '/

~Yet_at the, end of the day. whlchever

; '-"bt;y- I_», shoul

wnll be readily endorsed bybo?ngms 4. a : e’last f'veweeks have seen 1nt b

Old habtts dis hard but'khnse Qs nobody‘f. 74 ltnforr:iled oglmon is thntth folrA bNogt the imme- .} )Th d]ockeymg for positions. The’;medta'has de :
really believes that sanctions will be re-im- { iate and medium term, the is aware — . _

tion about the shenam 1
posed. or; that. the /ANC still pla h | orat least its leadership is i that it is not in a: .;,.'.j e Ofsmcu]al ot
premium on the armed struggl - ,.;: ‘position to oust the whtte .ruling bloc from: o
thitlmeDbetngb Bl 1 ti aferk i pogﬁi will"the leadershlp be bold enough to*

ast. December's consuta ive’.conference | state this publicly, risking bemg labelled
also cleared the decks of contentious issues | Y

such as the leadershtp S tendency to hold = = at  weaklings?

v On the other hand, if the’ leadersh:p bltes
Whim — what Nelson Mandeln calls “prwate j 2
talks with government " the bullet and aclmowledges the uncomfort-

Lo i able truth, congress will be in a better position "
. The two-hats debate will also come' under

| to formulate a realistic political response.
$er10us discussion, ‘Indicators point .to: the - This will inevitably lead the organisation to
tongress endorsing the policy. of leaders.serv-’ .come to terms. with that nasty‘ swearword -,
ing in dual ,posmons in: the ANC-SAC powershanng ¥ 24 8 .. _'
Cosatu alltanoe A g - :

f “The vexing questxon of the current \nolen
| win predictably result in the governmer and.
' Inkatha belng held: largely to blame 3 %outh and Umkhonto weSizwe ¢

!’ What remains to be seen are the kind of: : orignted towar;d;alts b i}
| resoluttons .passed to attempt to fqrce:the' overl;unen t13::s o with SR T os
government to act more effectively in bring- “sharirig but scep Yiz Il bededion whlt
ing to book those responsible for the killings - “:' that this commitment is still bas

s dominance. ;
cially sinces ultimatums;and: deadlines retaining their : 4
f:si-:tid lnythe last six ‘tonths'h' : Some ANC members believe: wer %

' f De Klerk’s grand plan to
achleve the de51red results; =424 sharmg is part o e fears 1
ii Gett:n [‘3‘&}-1.6 H“g“j Al 44 peutralise the organisation. ThefAN i

ﬂl] an ill-defined concept and the |

' NC members, particularly the f
majority of A 1 : not :

gf-l: 4 2L bemg brought into government wnh_out 3551_1 o

t};‘nﬁl?he"f {ihat éafl’(‘:{fif?}n 3 :’?‘?quigpsg: "ances that mcorpOratton wou!g iheéte t-ts.
g “members.

daily, and that many Afncan hcgqngrlt’_ a_re melt is also suspected in the ANC'that any
g - powersharing which threatens white afﬂuence

falling over each other to trade ope ‘
Pretona will be vigorously opposc: by Sta_‘l_ .w_dent

¢In December Thabo Mbekt presented a
paper on sanctions in which he suggqted o
phasing them out ona pomt-by-pomt pohttcal
trade off.:




brought Lesotho to a halt, ques-
e true nature of the violence. :

Elias Ramaema is also rackcd with
infighting. !

Mob violence: was J.ouched ‘off ;on
May 20 with the murder of a 56-year-
old woman, Mathabiseng Senatsi, who
was accused of shoplifting in a South
African-owned store..In the days that
followed as many as 50 people were
killed and a 6pm to 6am curfew was
enforced by army and police.

Three weeks later Senatsi’s funeral :

ipasscd by quietly and the curfew was
relaxed to 11pm to Sam.-
/ ;The .final tally of damage show
more than 100 businesses were da-
maged and looted, with 16 burnt down.
Although major factories owned by
Asian investors in the Maseru area
were protected, many smaller facilities
are in ruins.
41While a commission of enquiry looks
into the events, rumours of a mysteri-
ous:‘ithird force” driving the unrest
have continued to cjrculate.
‘Suspicions are that thc original riots
‘were used as a “cover” for organised
groups, that wanted to target Chinese
investors who have stretched the law
on foreign ownership to take control of
biisinesses many: believe should be re-
served for Basotho..

¢1 Local officials who w:sh to remain
unnamed say the molcnce was initially
a spontaneous. response to the killing.

Asian shop owners were attacked, |

but they were not singled out. Instead
-people attacked businesses where secu-
rity personnel are known to beat sus-
pccted shoplifters as normal practice.

on friction
cks l.esoiho

MONTH after race nots ?

-and Industry Minister Moletsane Mo--
tions are still being asked about *

. /investors for
The military government of Colonel

- wealthy

- AIA

After the first day of riots, Trade

koroane publlcly attacked Chinese
‘taking over” Lesotho’s

busmess sector. .
- During the riots that followed, Asian

¢ "busmcsscs were again targeted. _
' “ There is speculation that gangsters

from South Africa, or disgruntled for-

mer employees of some Asian-owned |

factories, may have orchestrated the
second stage of the violence.

A number of speakers from the Le-

. sotho Chamber of Commerce hit out at

Chinese-owned stores, claiming that
Asians were operating cafes, bottle
stores, clothing and food outlets that
should be reserved for Basotho. Gov-
ernment officials were also blamed.

One visiting Asian researcher says
Taiwanese investors and
poorer traders from mainland China
were operating in the country.

Matters have been made worse by
eruptions in the army. As many as 26

~ soldiers may have died in an attempted

counter coup on June 7 carried out by
the faction which supports the de-
posed Major-General Justin Lekhanya.

. A week later, 20 officers were dlS-

missed.

Lekhanya appears to be backed by
the powerful South Africa-based chief
Evaristus Sekhonyana, a veteran sup-
porter of various administrations.

Another group supports the cousin
of deposed King Moshoeshoe I1, Colo- -
nel Sekhobe Letsie, who is in prison
following conviction for the murder of
two government ministers and their’

wives in 1986.
A general election scheduled for

May next year is now in jeopardy. —

I

Criticism of Evuns

I FIND unacceptable the criticism
levelled against Australian Foreign
Minister Senator Gareth Evans for his
government’s support of only one “po-
litical grouping”.

This criticism was madc by Mango-
suthu Buthelezi and by Foreign Affairs

Minister Pik Botha at a press confer-

ence at Jan Smuts Airport shortly after

-the senator s departure from thts coun-
Ary.

The “pohtlcal grouping” Bolha was
referring to is clearly the ANC.,

I would like to.point out that any’

financial support a government lends

to a political movement is a result of "
-, ment does not lend its financial support

that government’s trust in that move-
ment.

. The Australian government believes
the ANC has the largest support local-
ly and the kind of government the

ANC envisages is based on democratic

is unacceptabie

__principles..

Botha himself knows th;mlal

support is given to support one’s own

interests. His government has support-

~_ed the Unita rebel movement in Ango-
" la to weaken the MPLA government.

. If what he demanded from the Aus-
tralian senator is sincere, why did his
government ‘in the same breath not
support both the MPLA government
and Unita?

“The same can be said for the South

- African government’s ‘support of Ren-

amo in Mozambique and not the gov-

- erning Frelimo.

One could also ask why the govern-

to the ANC, PAC and Azapo? For
obvious reasons these movements are a

threat to the government’s continued

reign in this country - MK Molaldl,
Pietersburg
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gosuthu Buthelezi’s argument . that
violence in South Africa is caused by
overty which is caused by unem-
ployment is spurious.” .
1 2Itis a feeble attempt to justify the
unacceptable wave of violence per-
petrated against Africans. .. .
. This shows that the so-called
black-on-black violence is deliberate
and calculated. It is used to  instil
fear among all and sundry. .. .
¢ . But the people of South Africa are
aware that. in other places where
comprehensive and mandatory sanc-
tions have been imposed — not limit-
ed sanctions as in the case of South
Africa — this has never been the case.

i Mr Buthelezi and his advisers
overlook the fact that it is' racial

KWAZULU Clﬁéf Miﬁistcr ‘Man-

&' 5 P Y
A TARAKER b Wy

prlardl s

i

oppression which s, r

- social woes. .+

..;:Bven a white lrighu;ing-'lieﬁubli-

~can Senator, in the -US, Richard
-Lugar, disagreed with Mr Buthelezi
on the effects of sanctions on'unem-
ployment in South Africa. .« -..
He said: “The sanctions were al-
ways very limited in character. They

_were;not ,meant to debilitate the

pcountry.. I -think . most - observers
“would say they changed the:Gross
National Product of South Africa by

not more than one to three percent

_annually. Nevertheless, -they were
clearly an irritant.. My difference
with Chief Buthelezi would be that I
doubt whether they.(sanctions) were
as devastating as he (Buthelezi) sug-

' 1blc for.
the country’s economic, political and
‘ope oot o World, edited by Arthur Ba

rpE Y iy ," 0 hndvedd diid 3 I i

a3 gested' in termsof uncmpioyme’nt.’-’

.+ In the: Political Handbook of the
and
;published by the State University of

. sNew York in 1990, it is revealed that
t:/in+ 1986 ynemployment .in South

" Africa was estimated to te as high as
1:50:percent.y 1.: i sau ittt nd
' This figure was more or less the
same before sanctions were imposed.
i+ 1, Sanctions have only increased un-

‘i employment to 51 percent, which is

‘really a drop in the ocean consider-
. ing the high rate of unemployment

among Africans in South Africa be-

fore the imposition of sanctions.

.- Unemployment has been a way of

life for:black people. It has been

reinforced by such racist legislation

* " as the Job Reservation Act. The act

might have b p
removal, like many other racist laws,

is immaterial. The lifting of the:ban’

on sanctions is not going to alleviate
the suffering of unemployable black
people. George Bush and State
President FW de Klerk know that.
Probably Buthelezi does not.
~ Buthelezi’s recent interview on
American television clearly showed
that the man is being used. His
obsequiousness -to whites became
apparent when he addressed the in-
terviewer as “Sir” or “Mr”. In North
America it is customary for inter-
viewees to address interviewers by
their first names.
It was clear the man was just an
emissary running errands for his
“makhulu baas”. As if to add insult

It would be fair and proper for the
Western governments and media —
“champions” of democracy and
practitioners of “a free and demo-
cratic press” — to listen to the views
of all the organisations on sanctions.

They must give every organisation
equal coverage before taking a deci-
sion to lift sanctions. . 1l i

" People in the western world have
heard only the views of the ANC
and Inkatha. A veil has been placed
over Azapo and PAC views on this
matter. Where is democracy and the
free press the western countries and
media rant so much about? — Sam
Ditshego, Canada BylEs
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‘ANC Y

ANY South Africén. wom-

{.r

Presently, only three of the thirty-

five NEC members are women.
"They are religious head Ruth Mom-

~should be
. pati, , Women’s League  president

(NEC)

<y

en will:be" watching the
ANC’s national conference

ith keen-interest next week.™'
# For' months the ANC Women’s

".Leagiie*-has been publicising "its
. comimitment to ensuring that wom-

> Now, all the ANC’s regions have
- agreed: that 30 percent of those

‘elected onto the national eccutive

committee

- en are adequately represented on
women.

" the new executive.

. 'The new executive has been ex-
_ tended to 90. Fifty must be elected,
so 15 women will have to be chosen.
4. Those: nominated..for - the . posts
kela, Barbara Hogan, Linda Zama,
Frene Ginwala, Baleka Kgositsile,

- Lindiwey Mabuza;= Then

~:Mthintso

Sizwe (MK).communications chief
include Albertinah Sisulu, Ivy Mat-
sepe, Hilda Ndundi, Barbara Mase-

Gertrude Shope and Umkhonto we-
. Jackie Molefe.

jiwe
ryl

‘Ndundi and Che;

vy
ifni

, despite

ng her,

year, and the
‘delegation which

‘surroundi
met the State President on the issue

8

x

G

Id_:il.fp several nomina-

e

él.
luded ‘in ‘the delegation

piqk
.!‘

i
.

- women inc¢
‘all-women

i

€ .controversy

i e PP

" The women elected.in July will
'With ‘the “exception of the two

ensure. women participate in the

- negotiation process. ..
:'So. far, -negotiations “have been

_ largely an all-male affair.
“which? met the government at
= Groote Schuur last
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of the release of political prisoners,
~women have ‘fiot featured around
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otiating table.
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" Despite the ANC's stated com-

~ mitment to gender equality, it will
be the forging of non-séxism in prac-
tice that will be the ultimate test. —
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Interim government remains a

demand

i ~Sam Sole such as security and the  electoral mechanisms, would However, he said, accordmg He added that it was para-
Rg:mn'—[s that the African Na-  leading to democratic elections. have to be the rapomibihty of to ANC policy as outlined in  mount that the process of con-
onal Congress was softening “We would not expect it to  the interim January this year, the exact stitution making be inclusive
mmmmmmm take over the running of the de- that.thetransf&ofso—' structure of an interim govern- and enjoy wide legitimacy: “The
interim government were mis-  partment of transport, for in- vereignty is central: the trica- ment and the nature of the body capacity to do harm if people
leading, ANC constitutional ex-  stance, or the remaining racist  meral .psrhammt must be sus- . which would draw up an interim (such as Conservative Party
 pert Kader Asmal said this Structures of local government constitution were subjects for supporters or others) feel they

~ week, on thg eve of the ANC — there would not be time. - Professor Asmal said the negotiation at an all party con-  are left out, is immeasurable.”
"' conference. - “Whatoaemlghtcaﬂ the “im-  Government was an “active ference (APC). Professor Asmal said criti-
Professor Asmal. mw lectur- persanal acts” of government  combatant” in the struggle for - “We favour a constituent as- cism of the ANC’s demands for
ing at the University of the  Would continue with little inter- ~ power and could not rightfully  sembly, but this is a negotiating an interim government and con-
Western Cape, said the ANC’s  ference from an interim govern-  be both “player and referee”. position we would bring to an stituent assembly put the cart
demand remained that the in- ment, but the highly political It wanted this role because it =~ APC.” He said an interim gov-  before the horse. Current ANC
terim government hold ultimate  acts governing the preparations ~ sought not only to control the ernment would have to be an in- policy was that the first step to-
sovereignty during the process  for the transfer of , such  present and interim process, but - clusive, consensus driven body, wards constitutional reform was
-gfumﬁmmoughmagpower as ensuring fair policing, even-  to control the end product to which could be even handed and the calling of a conference of all
~would probably only be exer- handed media free po-  produce a new South Africa to promote trust in the run up to parties with demonstrable sup-

cised in the control of key areas litical activity and scrupulous its liking, * . elections. port, :
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Dr OSCAR DHLOMO, political
commentator and chairman of the
Institute for Multi-Party
Democracy, looks at the African
National Congress conference
beginning in Durban on Tuesday
and argues that ANC delegates
need to elect pragmatists who
will be able to adapt their
stategies and move forward with
the changing times.

HE African National Congress’s

48th National Conference that takes

place in Durban this week is draw-

ing as much (if not more) national
attention and comment as any South Afri-
can general election I can think of.

For ANC members it is also a nostalgic
historical coincidence that the conference
will be held in Durban where the last legal
ANC National Conference was held, in
1958. Symbolically it is as if the ANC is
saying it wants to continue from where it
left off in the long struggle for liberation.

The conference is also important in that
is promises to bring the largest influx ever
of foreign leaders and dignitaries into
South Africa, a fact that has not passed
unnoticed by our tourism industry and the
local business sector. According to ANC
spokesmen, 350 high-profile foreign guests
from 20 countries will attend the confer-
ence, including leaders from such countries
as Cuba, Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union.
This international diversity of the ANC’s
foreign guest list proves beyond doubt that,
while the organisation has numerous other
problems, the strength that it has in abun-
dance is international credibility and ac-
| ceptance.

This is not surprising, since any ANC ob-
server would readily agree that one pillar
of the ANC struggle that was professional-
ly and successfully pursued th;oughou_t the
30 years of its exile has been international
diplomacy. Praise for this should go to the
ailing ANC president, Oliver Tarpbg, who
was dispatched in the early Sixties by
Chief AJ Luthuli, the then president, as a
one-man ANC diplomatic mission over-
seas. Under Mr Tambo’s steady and calm
guidance, the ANC’s foreign diplomatic
missions today number far more than the
South African Government’s. Skilled ANC
diplomats like the late Johnson Makhathini
and Thabo Mbeki also came to the fore
during this period.

Many observers have speculated that the
ANC conference will divide into hawks and
doves or Marxists and nationalists in de-
ciding on issues placed before it. I prefer to
use the dichotomy of pragmatists and fun-
damentalists. ANC pragmatists will see
the conference as providing the ANC with
its last opportunity to review policy gnd
set guidelines before the start of constitu-
tional negotiations. According to the new

T-ANC constitution, which it is hoped will be

adopted by the conference, the next ordi-
nary conference is due in three years.

By that time constitutional negotiations
will most probably have started and, if all
goes well, a draft new South African con-
stitution will be taking shape and perhaps
even the date for national elections will
have been tentatively discussed. This
means the ANC must come out of the con-
ference with clear, even if skeletal, guide-
lines, on various policy issues such as land,
education, the economy, health and wel-
fare, and housing. In terms of this scenario,

the conference will have to do all the poli-
cy groundwork now rather than later if the
ANC is to present a united, coherent and
unambiguous policy platform to the elec-
torate between now and 1994.

Obviously the ANC fundamentalists will
argue that policy issues are not urgent and
that the negotiations are not likely to start
within three years. They will point at “ob-
stacles” that have not yet been removed,
including the release of political prisoners
and the return of exiles. They will ignore
the fact that these obstacles have been and
still are under constant discussion by the
ANC/National Party working group and
that once mutual agreement is reached re-
moval will entail no more than a mere
overnight stroke of the pen.

If fundamentalists have their way and
prevail upon the conference to ignore poli-
cy issues then we will have a thoroughly
confused and strategically divided ANC
clumsily limping along into negotiations
and a post-apartheid election.

Conference must also afford the ANC an
opportunity to clarify its thinking on the
transition mechanisms that it proposes,
such as a constituent assembly and an in-
terim government. There are still many
loopholes and grey areas in this regard
which the ANC will need to attend to. For
instance, given the fact that not only the
government but also significant political

players like the Inkatha Freedom Party

have problems with the constituent assem-
bly as proposed, the ANC would need to

TICAL TWISTS

debate possible variations of the concept
that might make it more acceptable to
other players.

The same applies to the interim govern-
ment. The ANC will have to be honest with
itself and decide if, in its present form and
provided it won a constituent assembly
election, it would be able to run a viable
interim government on its own and take
over all the state functions virtually over-
night. In this regard, it will need to exam-
ine carefully the government’s alternative
offer — a jointly managed multi-party
transitional authority rather than a mono-
party one.

ANC fundamentalists would perhaps
frown upon a jointly managed transitional
authority and ague that this might lead to
a perception that they have been co-opted
by the apartheid state. They will hopefuly
soon learn that, short of a successful
armed insurrection, there is no model of
transition that will avoid some measure of
interim co-operation between those who
wield political power now and those who
are waiting for its transfer to them. In any
case, the Groote Schuur and Pretoria Mi-
nutes marked the beginnings of the princi-
ple of joint management of the process of
political transition.

It is not clear to what extent the confer-
ence will discuss the process of rolling
back sanctions. All indications are that the
ANC is rapidly losing this battle by default.
Sanctions are already crumbling in the
north, west and east and the sanctions de-
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sanctions are
of independence.

gte itself is soon becoming yesterday’s de-
te.
Unbelievable strategic ineptitude, as dis-

played at the Consultative Conference in
December 1990, has seen the ANC tragical-
ly failing to capitalise on its brilliant inter-

- national success in spearheading the impo-
sition of sanctions. For unknown reasons
the ANC is now refusing to stay ahead in
the international game of sanctions by
quickly devising a strategy that will see
the organisation spearheading the rolling
back of sanctions.

The ANC’s attitude in this regard re-

minds one of a powerful person defiantly
standing in pouring rain holding a cake of
sea sand that is fast dissolving in his hand.

ANC fundamentalists will insist that

sanctions should remain in place until

change is irreversible or until the voteless
have the vote, In Namibia, where the latter

strategy was ap]plled, some international
still in place after one year

In appreciation of the fact that politi-

cians are not fond of admitting their mis-
takes, the ANC fundamentalists should

rather be saying the sanctions debate must
be allowed to quietly die a natural death
since most countries that imposed them in
the first place have by now decided or are
in the process of deciding how and when
they will lift them,

Observers will also be watching to see if

the ANC will manage to transform itself

from a liberation movement into a sleek

and professiona] Ppolitica]
battle in a free and fair elg:ﬂ:_'g‘.ready .

-IftheANCdoesnotdo it will
difficult to match the eleéu:iiﬁ'neeringfgl]glli:
and experience. of the NP whj

in this game for more than 40 yearg.

gen

liated Support, into committed yoter
port, At_ the moment ‘the ANC’s alles;elt’!-
thmem r of 500000 does not tally with

€ general support the Organisation up.
doub}edly €njoys in the whole country. The
ANC’s membership fee of RI2 also

ve

and defence unjtg all in tow, Fundamenta].
ists need to berthatthelasttlmea
liberation movement tried to pe a govern-
ment was jn Mozambique during the S,.
mora Mache] era, The rest is now history.

Finally, the election of office bearers has
attracted a lot of interest. A cursory
glance at the nomination lists from the

Movement leaders, who have been in polit-
ical limbo since the ANC Wwas unbanned.

Siﬁl‘ﬁcantly the current president, Mr

Tambo, has up to now declined to say if he
will stand for re-election. It is generally
expected that he will decide to stand down,
The fact that he has not declared his inten-
tions in advance probably has to do with
keeping speculation about and jockeying
for this all important position to a mini-
mum. There is also a need to keep morale
high among ANC supporters in this crucial
pre-conference period. Virtually all regions
have already nominated the current depu-
ty president, Nelson Mandela, for president
and he is poised to be voted into this pesi-
tion with acclaim, :
- Mr Mandela’s present position as deputy
president might be closely contested, pro-
vided Walter Sisulu declines to accept the
positjony . :

Thabo Mbeki stands a good chance of
succeeding Mr Mandela. There are clear
indications that part of Natal’s vote will go
to Mr Mbeki even though the official Natal
candidate is Harry Gwala,

I would not like to speculate further on
the other positions, suffice it to say that
ANC delegates would do the organisation
and themselves a lot of good if they elected
pragmatists who are hard-working and ef-
ficient, who will be able to adapt their
strategies and move forward with the
changing times, Fundamentalists whose vi.
sion is firmly fixed on the past, and who
want to insist on foreing open doors that
are already ajar and fighting wars that are

. ho more, would do the organisation a lot of

harm in this period of political transition,
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Sam Sole

PAULINE Mncwabe felt it was time to go home
last week. After five months of living as a ref-
ugee with her children in a hall in Pietermaritz-
burg, she felt she could venture back to her house in

Ndaleni, near Richmond. After all

meeting between the
local ANC and Inkatha
leadership scheduled for
Monday.

But on Sunday night, a
group of men — alleged-
ly Inkatha supporters —
went on the rampage in
Ndaleni, bursting in on

- sleeping residents and
killing-at least 12 people.

Now Pauline and her
children are once again
refugees, sleeping with
about 300 others, mainly
women and children, at a
school just outside the
township.

Brand new school
desks have made way for
the refugees and lie in a
heap outside in the rain
— but there has in any
case been no teaching
here for months.

Inkatha sources say
the attack was part of
ongoing killing between
supporters of the two or-
ganisations and point to
attacks on Inkatha — and
ANC — supporters in the
weeks before. The cycle
of retaliation is all but
out of control, they say,
though neither side will

there was a peace

admit it.

The ANC, on the other
hand, says the timing of
the attacks this week —
at Ndaleni and Greytown
in Natal and on trains on
the Reef — is too co-or-
dinated to be coinciden-
tal.

The initiatives for the
latest round of peace

- —

20

talks came from local In-
katha leaders them-
selves, says the ANC.
This week those Inkatha
leaders are in hiding.
The ANC blames ele-

ments, within or without -

the State, which want to
foment violence, particu-
larly on the eve of the
ANC’s national confer-

SUne
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‘Richmond hit by cycle
of revenge killings

S

A group of refugees sheltering in a school outside Ndaleni. Picture:

ence in Durban this
week.

A number of those who
witnessed the Ndaleni at-
tack allege police invol-
vement, though this has

been strongly -denied by-

the police.
Dumisan Ntolo, 22,

+ who was stabbed in the

King Goodwill

closed that, during his
visit to Israel, he had
been given pledges of aid
for the KwaZulu Govern-
ment from the Israeli
Government which would
include training in the
agricultural, health and
education fields. He said
the Israeli aid was “still
under discussion”. He
would not divulge further
“details. | ..o 1

/7L

Morris Reddy

chest and arm and left
for dead, made a state-
ment to police in which
he alleged one of the at-
tackers was wearing a
camouflage uniform.

Township dwellers are
fairly often to be seen
wearing parts of police
or military uniforms,
however.

At least two other
statements were made to
police that the attackers
had been dropped off in
the area by a police vehi-
cle. SAP spokesman
Major Pieter Kitching
said police investigations
had disclosed “absolutely
no evidence” thus far of

police involvement.

Certainly police fol-
low-up action has been
swift. This week 13 peo-
ple, ranging from minors
to men aged 23, were ar-
rested and appeared
briefly in the Richmond
Magistrate’'s Court in
connection with the kill-
ings.

But relations between
the police and the com
munity are strained.

Local ANC leader Sfiso
Nkabinde this week
made bitter remarks —
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in the presence of police
 officers — blaming the
- police for the massacre
~ and saying the communi-
' g would defend itself
ith whatever .me;’nsf
were at its disposal. |
At the same time ru-
mours are circulating
among police in Rich-
- mon the comrades
have vowed to attack
their wives and children.
- Comrades, on the other
hand, claim there is a
concerted effort to wipe
What is clear is that
proper communication
between the police and
the community is at a
low ebb. Says unrest
monitor, Haydn Osborne:
‘“The police are aloof
from the community.
They don't see them-
selves as accountable,
They also rely on their
informers for informa-
tion — which may be dis-
torted and manipulated
— instead of talking
directly with the commu-
nity.” . i '




Tax the Queen’s |
£2m-a-day income,
say displeased Brits

LONDON: It is a thoroughly British anachronism:
A system that allows the country’s richest woman and
her son to avoid the payment of taxes on personal
income while giving millions from its exchequer to
subsidise them.

The family in question is the “Firm”, as the royal
family is known to royal insiders, and the system is
under attack.

Recent opinion polls in Britain have suggested that
up to 80 percent believe that the royals should be
taxed on their private wealth.

This week a Liberal Democrat MP, Simon Hughes,
will introduce a Bill demanding exactly that.

The history of the Firm’s tax and financial arrange-
ments is a particularly murky one, shielded wherever
possible from the gaze of curious republicans. P

What they receive from the state from the “Civil
List” is a matter of record. The rest is at best in-
formed speculation. g y :

Earlier this year the queen’s Civil List annuity was
set for the next 10 years at a rate of £7,9-million per
year, much of which will be spent on maintaining the
pomp and circumstance of the Firm’s public image.

Then there are the fringe benefits of the.job: the

royal yacht Britannia, the royal flight and the royal
irain.

The queen is variously claimed to be the world’s
richest or the world’s second richest woman — both of
which are understood to irk the royal person and the
palace, which maintains that she is nowhere near as
rich as everyone supposes. ;

According to the society magazine Harpers and
Queen, the queen’s private investment portfolio is
now worth more than £6-billion, giving her a daily
income of £2-million.

For his part, Prince Charles has shown a more en-
lightened attitude towards his tax liability. While he
does not take a contribution from the Civil List, his
private income comes from his huge estates in the
Duchies of Lancaster and Cornwall from which he
makes a voluntary contribution at the lower of Brit-

ain’s two tax bands at 25 percent, rather than the 40

percent he would normally be obliged to pay. — Ob-
server News Service.
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IN the run-up to Tuesday’s historic ANC
congress in Durban it was inevitable that
the jostling for position by militants and
moderates would draw the most heat of
speculation.

It is an intriguing struggle, but the likely
outcome is unsensational. The moderate
voices of Mr Tambo and Mr Mandela
should carry the day and ensure the surviv-
al of the old guard, who can chalk up an
impressive list of changes brought about by
the politics of pressure and ultimatum.

At the same time it is highly unlikely
that the ANC will do anything to blur its
cherished image as a liberation movement.
It will remain dominated by the Commu-
nist Party, and at least some radicals will
tighten their grip on the leadership.

Unfortunately the dust raised by region-
al power scuffles has obscured some other
salient points. One is that the congress is
important not just to the ANC but to the
country and all its people.

ANC strength should not be judged by
comparisons with official memberships of
other groups: its party machine may be
sluggish and disorganised, but one recent
survey showed the ANC would sweep to
victory in a general election.

Its mood and mandates in the next week
will be meaningful for decades to come.

Another is that whatever leadership is
elected, its future actions will be largely
dictated by forces beyond its control. Star-

| tling changes, domestic and international,

leave the ANC with no real alternative to
negotiation — armed struggle, except in
name, is not an option for an organisation
already taking financial and factional
‘strain. : ‘

Timing remains as vital as tactics for
the ANC. Its main opponent, the De Klerk
regime, has made giant strides, winning
national and international support. If the
ANC is to catch up it will need to emerge
from its congress raring to go into multi-

- party talks with a much more cohesive
stand on key issues such as violence, sanc-
tions and interim government.

The success of the conference will de-
pend not on razzamatazz or rhetoric but
on the degree of unity it produces.
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of visiting South Africa later this year,
but called off the trip because of what
his officials in Ottawa put down to inap-
propriate timing. There has been specu-
lation in South Africa in recent weeks
that Mr Major is also considering a
visit here — speculation fuelled by the
fact that he didr’t turn the idea down
flat when it was raised during his dis-
cussions last week with Inkatha leader
Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

“Nobody would care to come here be-
cause the way things stand at the mo-
ment, whatever is said in South Afric
will offend one or more of ‘he parties”
said a highly-placec¢ diplomnat in Pre-
toria.

And, even ordinary people overseas,
who have for y~ars supported South
African liberation movements and de-
velopment projects financially, could
become reluctant to give money, be-
cause “they don’t know who the heroes
and the bad guys are any more”, added
the diplomat.

United Nations Secreiary-General
Javier Perez De Cuellar announed this
week that his planned report on South

- Africa would now only be delivered to
' the General Assembly in September,

and that further UN missions would be
sent to this country.

This development has been interpret-
ed as indicating the increasing alarm
that members of the world body are
feeling about the South African “killing
fields”.

Many foreign diplomats in Pretoria

Another diplomat, who has been here
for some years, remarked that the vio-
lence appeared to be taken more
seriously overseas than it is here.

“Stories of massacres on trains and
the random murders are headline news
outside South Africa, but here, people
only seem to raise half an eyebrow if
dozens are killed” said the diplomat.

This week, a concerned South African
Council of Churches (SACC) said the la-
test killings indicated “yet again” the
existence of forces intent on destabilis-
ing various peace initiatives.

The SACC said it “condemns these
massacres outright”. It encourages peo-
ple to defend themselves and their comn-
munities in a responsible way as effec- -
tively as possible against similar ar-
tacks and to do whatever they can in
maintaining a climate of justice and
peace so that the process towards nego-

tiation and reconciliation can continue
and can contribute to the building of a

new South Africa.

In Empangeni on Thursday, ANC
deputy president Nelson Mandela
charged that there was “overwhelming
evidence” that the security forces and
askaris (turned ANC fighters) were be-
hind much of the violence. :

“The government may have tried to
persuade the police force not to use
these methods, but the government has
created a monster and it will be diffi-
cult to use the same police for the
transformation to democracy,” Mr
Mandela said.
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tional Congress’s national conference [

' lies one central question: “Will the |
pragmatism represented by individuals like |
Thabo Mbeki, Pallo Jordan and Jacob Zuma |
triumph over non-conciliatory elements |
centred on. the likes of Harry Gwala, Arnold
Stofile and Chris Hani?”

Contrary to the emotional attention that
the personality issue has enjoyed in the popu-
lar media in the run-up to the ANC’s first
open conference since 1958, the specific indi-
viduals elected to powerful positions in the
National Executive Committee is of minor
~ national consequence — bar to the potential
candidates themselves. What is of fundamen-
tal concern is the broad thrust of the new
| electees and the specific policies they are
likely to propagate.

The overriding message must be one

VERRIDING all the issues that to black liberation
likely to emerge at the African Na- ! movements in South Afri-

¢a and specifically the alleged incestuous re-

'\ lationships between the ANC and the SACP,

however, emphasise the fact ¢ i
assisitia:n;:e will not be forthcomi:; tlt'l;ll'::';?:-]
conciliatory eleme i
i rezl - nts gain the upper hand at
The growth in violence-fatigue evident
among the masses also requires a signal of
pragmatism and not sectarianism from the
conference, for it is only under the former
that any solution to our violence racked so-
ciety appears even remotely possible.
. Pragmatism from the Durban conference
1S a sine qua non for genuine national recon-
ciliation in the country. If the pitfalls and
problems of so many post-liberation govern-
ments in the Third World are to be avol
it is necessary to realize that if national rec-

onciliation programmes are to have anv

"The implications of the conference are of
national significance and not merely the or-
ganisational concern of the ANC. All South
Africans have a vested interest in a strong,
internationally credible and non-sectarian
ANC that may reach strategic negotiational
compromises that are to the benefit of South
Africa.

The signals from Washington and the ma-
jority of European capitals are clear that a
victory for non-conciliatory (South African
Communist Party-linked?) elements within
the ANC would seriously jeopardise the like-
lihood of substantial foreign assistance. .

Financial assistance is of crucial impor-
tance to the ANC to implement its organi-
sational structuring programme and non-pa-
rochial pragmatists in the mould of Mr
Mbeki and Mr Zuma will easily secure mil-
lions of rands in foreign assistance for the

WILL the African National Congres$e«.
become an obstacle in its own path
of development? This is the question
raised by Dr WIM J BOOYSE,
managing director Invest-Afrique cc.
Dr Booyse holds a doctorate in
international politics and the title of
his thesis was ‘‘The concept of
people’s war in the revolutionary
strategies of the ANC and the PAC:
A comparative analysis’'.

chance of success they must be initiated prior ™

to independence, which in our case will
during the interim phase — before the emer-
gence of the first truly democratically elected
government in the country. 2

Reconciliation within a paradlgn] of “vic-
tory or defeat” in the Third World is non-ex-
istent (reconciliation after the ‘::mory of a
political player and the “defeat” of its oppo-
nents is a fiction held only by ivory-closeted
academics). ; )

It is thus difficult to imagine any devel-

opment that could be potentially more de-
structive of our currently embryonic domestic

attempts at reconciliation than the triumph
of the non-conciliatory elements at the con-
ference. The principle of a credible and last-
ing peace must therefore represent the over-
riding message from the national conference

v+ of the ANC this week.

SuN DAY TTRASMNE
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SOUTH Africa, being a major uranium
producer, has often been asked about its
capability to create nuclear weapons.

In the past the country’s hawkish gov-
ernment, under threat of “armed struggle”
and international antagonism, felt it suf-
ficed to keep the world guessing. Could we
or could we not make the bomb? The cost
would have been prodigious; the prospect
of using one surely unthinkable.

Now we will probably never know. The
enrichment plant at Valindaba is being
closed and South Africa is to sign the non-
proliferation treaty, thus renouncing pos-
session or development of nuclear weapons.

‘nuclear c

2 Sune \Q’\&\\

of lasting

peace

With the co-operation of neighbouring |

countries, southern Africa is set to be a

nuclear-weapons-free zone.

The signing of the treaty signals South
Africa’s growing commitment to peace in
the region and to the country’s growing
acceptance in the world community.

President FW de Klerk continues to win
friends — and countries such as Pakistan,
India, Brazil, and Israel, who are thought
to have nuclear capabilities, will be under
increased pressure to sign the treaty.







| It is also“a foregone conclusion that a number of ‘

| NEC members will refain their positions. These are-

| Chris..Hani, Thabo " Mbeki,+ Pallo- Jordan,: Jacob .

'- Zuma, Steve Tshwete; Joe Slovo and Ronnie Kasrils.

I} ;. The new NEGC faces two immediate issues. Theﬁe
3'are the.violence currently. devastating: ‘Natal and the
.Reef -and negotiations with the government. i isii

“'The ANC’s young militants and workers, are not :

‘I happy.about the way. negotiations are gmng, -and- are-

| reported to be very, cnt:cal of Mandela s 1mperlal :

of leadership: . - -
fo r g ra bs Sty}l?he miliant yoelth and workers are 1mpat1ent and

demand that the ANC. selze the tactrcal mltratwe
't‘r‘cm the overnment. 3
Kamap%oc"a' and his colleagues in the: MDM rhave 6.
won: several '-“vrctoriec against the government and.
the busineéss b0§se§, d if elected wnll be expected to -
“achieve similar,res il

More reports PI it

Most NEC

jobs are up|

‘48th* congress! of ! the® ANC whlch open
‘Unl\fersuy of Durban Westville'on Tuesday. " 3

Underhmng the ' rmportance ‘of ‘this conference
| regarded ,m some quartersas make or.break:for: the
. | organisa ion, "W will: be! .presence cf hurdreds of -
¢ | foreign-dignitaries»

TuSouth "A‘fri'ee nd the ternatmnal munity.
“expect the’ ANC to come ‘out of the' five-day indaba:
with'a new, 'dynamic’ leadershrp and a’ clear lr'y.
indlcat:ng the orgamsations s direction. :

‘Most members of the current 35- member Nattonal
Executive Committee (NEC) are expected to. be.
_ousted by a new generation of leaders nurtured in the *
protest day§ ‘of "the’ Mass Democratlc Movement
(MDM) ),H-‘l -.'_-, ; b AirE

i Only 10 men from the current NEC arc expected
to secure thelr seats;

.While Ne!sonr Mandela“wdl bc conﬁrrned as’ the
orgamsauon ’s new head and Walter Sisulu is punted
asa certa:nty for the deputy presidency, it seemsithe

rest of the field is still open and will be hotly contcsted
~among the home-grown Ieadcrshlp :

. L
. The election 'of  new . officials’ — espcclally the
secretary ‘general, assistant secretary general, treasur:.
er general and:25-man National: Workmg Committee

(NWC) = will be a srgnpoct of the organlsatlon S, new'
dlrectzon “.-‘ TR g ﬂ#&'r’f’ 3 «W! ,_- ¥

1f members. of the old guard do -runate the NWC.'-
and the. other: top_ four positions — so far this' seems
unlikely = the ANC could be riven by division and .
this could adversely affect negotlattons i

i Rumours that Mandela is likely to use his stature to-
secure"the “eléction ‘of " his” peers like the" current"

secretary genera] 'Alfred Nzo, have been dlsmrssed as
‘unfounded, 1912648 @ nios : i

E The old éuréft“d has been; crmctscd for meffic1ency-
nd failing in the armed struggle, which was regarded
s the' principal’ weapon agqmst ‘Pretoria up’to the_
Fm'le of the Junbanning of C and oth ;
satlons a yeaf ago. 1.

1. Political analysts. contend that a new: Ieadershrp'_
“made. up largely.of.members of the Mass Democratic¢
“Movement (MDM)~would- give* the -organisation
_greater confidence;in their dealings ate Presi-¢
{ dent EWederKlerk: BT B e’:‘«\
| 4¢The MDM, grounded in the politics of mass protest !
F gtlon is credited with having “forccd” De Klerk to

i Fmake s some of the major changes he has effected smce

g t00k cver as leader of the National Party. .

Che.. MDM Ieadcrshlp is “also considered: more
jt at negotiations than the current NEC which i is
sup of former exiles and Robben Islanders.”:

Fade unionist Cyril Ramaphosa is widely tipped
fo assume the number three spot in the ANC hier-
| achy. Other MDM leaders tipped are former UDF
|} general secretary Popo Molefe and publicity secre-'

A

4*-..* £
8

| tary' Patrick “Terror” Lekota.
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HE ANC’s week-long congress
that starts on Tuesday has
raised the expectations, of not
only the black community in South
Africa but of the whole world.
Even ANC spokesman Saki Maco-
zoma admitted this week that the
euphoria surrounding the congress
had put pressure on the organisation
to live up to these expectations.
We all understand the significance
of this event and why the internation-
al community is interested in it.

After 30 years in exile, the ANC is
now a presence inside the country and
many expect it to be the next govern-
ment.

It is our largest and oldest liber-
ation movement, though for many
yearsitwasregardedasmlhemby
most whites.

Expectations high

NC’s congress
20 Junie ! 19

Even many black people do not
know much about the leaders of the
ANC who were banned, banished,

this congress.
If it does not come up to expecta-
ﬂons,wesholddnotbemoquickto
dismiss the ANC as having failed us.
The has been exiled |
for so long and is still consolidating
its position. - ' s
We would also like to take this
opportnnitytowishdelegaﬁonsdihe
ANC attending the congress the best
of luck in their deliberations.

1 VIOLENCE




June 30, 1991

trisune NEWS FOCUS

EPORTS that the African National Congress was soft-
ning its stance on its demand for an interim govern-
ent were misleading, ANC constitutional expert Pro-
ssor Kader Asmal told the Tribune this week, on the
e of the ANC conference.

Prof Asmal, now lecturing at the University of the
Western Cape, said the ANC’s demand remained that
the interim government hold ultimate sovereignty dur-
ing the process of transition, though that power would
probably only be exercised in the control of key areas
such as security and the process leading to democratic
elections.

“We would not expect it to take over the running of
the department of transport, for instance, or the re-
maining racist structures of local government — there
would not be time.

“What one might call the ‘impersonal acts’ of govern-

NP,

Sam Sole

501}06( 9/

ment would continue with little interference from an in-

terim government, but the highly political acts govern-
ing the preparations for the transfer of power — such as
ensuring fair policing, evenhanded media coverage, free
political activity and scrupulous electoral mechanisms
— would have to be the responsibility of the interim
government.

“For that, the transfer of sovereignty is central: the
tricameral parliament must be suspended.”

Prof Asmal said the government was an “active com-
batant” in the struggle for power and could not rightful-
ly be both ‘player and referee’. It wanted to be so be-
cause it sought not only to control the present and inter-
im process, but to control the end product to produce a

new South Africa to its liking.

However, Prof Asmal said, according to ANC policy
as outlined in January this year, the exact structure of
an interim government and the nature of the body
which would draw up an interim constitution were sub-
jects for negotiation at an all-party conference (APC).

“We favour a constituent assembly, but this is a nego-
tiating position we would bring to an APC.”

He said an interim government would have to be an
inclusive, consensus-driven body, which could be even-
handed and promote trust in the run up to elections.

He said it was paramount that the process of constitu-
tion making be inclusive and enjoy wide legitimacy:
“The capacity to do harm if people (such as Conserva-
tive Party supporters or others) feel they are left out,
is immeasurable.”

Prof Asmal said criticism of the ANC’s demands for
an interim government and constituent assembly put
the cart before the horse.

He said current ANC policy was that the first step
towards constitutional reform was the calling of a con-
ference of all parties with demonstrable support —
measured, for instance, by a requirement of a certain
number of signatures of support.

It would be the all-party conference, he said, which
would thrash out the structure of an interim govern-
ment, the basic principles for a new constitution and
what kind of body would write it.

As such, he pointed out that all that prevented the
setting up of an all-party conference was the govern-
ment’s foot-dragging in removing the obstacles to nego-
tiation by releasing prisoners, allowing the full-scale re-
turn of exiles and dealing decisively with the violence.

Reports of ANC softening demands for interim government slammed as misleading
S5 g & iesaat

Professor
Kader Asmal
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' Give Mandela
a fair chance

SOUTI-I AFRICA has been stumbling on

b

the threshold of constitutional negotia-

tions for more than a year but has so

far been unable to cross it. Delegates to
this week’s vital ANC conference could help
to provide the final push.

There have been many reasons for the
delay, including sinister forces fanning vio-
lence, the Government’s strange inability to
- stop this violence and accusations that it is

“reluctant to remove the last obstacles in the

way of talks.
But not the least of the reasons is the
- ‘ANC’s continued functioning as a liberation
_ movement, nearly 17 months after it was un-
“‘banned, instead of evolving into a political

T o o v W T 0 W

_ing a level playing field before it enters ne-
_gotiations, but its own failure to adapt to the
_-Dew circumstances has placed it on an en-
tirely different field, playing to completely
different rules than the Government.
..+ While the Government received a clear
five-year election mandate to negotiate, the
~ANC leadership is shackled by the need to
continue consulting its vast grassroots con-
.gtituency, which gives Mr Mandela little
yoom to manoeuvre. Yet the Government
“can hardly blame the ANC for this state of
affairs, for it is the lack of democracy under
apartheid that deprived the country oi legiti-
mately elected black leaders and a function-

ing party. x
%o far the ANC has deserved praise for not

P

trying to impose autocratic decisions on its

_ernment need to act quickly and decisively.
nity and a clear duty to help its leaders in
_their negotiations with the Government. The
only way in which delegates can do this is to
.elect leaders they can trust and to give them
+amandate to negotiate — and, if neces-
.sary, to compromise, for without compro-

"nﬁsetherecanbenopeaceful solution.

«w Failure to provide such a mandate will

~trap the ANC in the same logjam that has

delayed negotiations.
The new ANC leadership also has a duty —
to spell out this need unequivocally and to

g out the insurmountable problems it will
“face if this mandate is not given.

~Two of the most controversial problems

_that face negotiations in the coming months

will be the ANC’s demands for an interim

.-government and a constituent assembly, and

the Government’s vehement rejection of
these pro Removing this impasse i

-require a lot of wheeling and dealing and this

«can only happen if the dealers’ hands are

“unfettered.

«+~ Mr Mandela, after all he has been through,
+js not going to sell his people down the river,
~ so the message is simple: give him a free

pand and give peace a fighting chance.

party. The ANC is quite justified in demand-

“followers, but now both it and the Gov-

This week’s conference has both the opportu-
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}Y THEMBA KHUMALO ﬁ’lis' ear. s Halt attack last «As Christians we be-
> R ~ The delegation of for- S¢ h left se lieve that all human be-
THE South ‘African =_-.-eig:_1-_qlefgy:wa$head‘gd-by -m el ‘one fa ings aret created in the
Council - of / {HEHUEE _.SACC p ident: Khoza ¢ _the urviy image and likeness of
(SACC) this week hit at Mgojo and . o a seriously injul God, and for that reason

edia’s superﬁcml Frank Chikane. They elght-year-ol_d- _boy. He human lives should have

“analysis of the violence in  were accompanied by lo- also condemned the Rich- value and dignity.
the country and the pub- cal and international jour- mond violence which left “To tak s \if
lic'’s general thy to the nalists. 16 dead in on¢ weekend. 3 £ tisomeone e
ongoing conflict. Chikane said the  Chikane condemned is one of the Mosy S

Y P ~ crimes against
A large SACC delega SACC was outra_gcd by the inadequate, 1 o fesacre is far WOrse, i

cause it is a coldly calcu-
lated mass murder.”

tion interrupted the further massacres in Klip- man
body's nationa confer-  town, the most recent On analysis of the violence by
ence in Johannesburg on Monday when unknown {he media — an the gen-
Thursday to pray for gunmen opened fire atun- cral apathetic response of He called on the goV-
peace at Kliptown squat- suspecting train commut- the public to the ongoing ernment 10 provide secu-
ter camp N Soweto €IS, killingsix-and leaving violent conflict in the Tityto all and to urgently
ere a spate of attacks 23 wounded. - country, especially in  “‘democratise the security
has claimed scores of lives ~ Chikanc Iso slated the Transvaal and Natal”. forces”.
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The ANC’s most
worried man

. By EDYTH BULBRING

JACKIE SELEBI, the
ANC’s man responsi-
ble for bringing
20 000 ANC exiles
home, seldom smiles;
in fact, he looks as if
he has a permanent

migraine.

- He has thousands of im-
patient exiles waiting to
come home — and no
money.

. So far 700 exiles have re-
turned.

- But each time a batch

has arrived, Mr Selebi’s de-

light has been short-lived.
. They bring problems.

- Mr Selebi puts it like
this: “An exile comes into
my office and says he has
been back in the country
for two months and has no
home. Can I give him some
money for corrugated iron
<o he can build a shack?
! “Then another comes in
and says his father has died
and he needs money to
pury him. Can I help him?

« “Then there’s the man
who said he returned home
and found the family house

el

20 000 exiles champing at
the bit to come home, but
there’s no cash in the kitty

was destroyed in the vio-
lence a week earlier. Can 1
help him find his family
because he has nowhere to
go?

“And then there is the
man who said he had no
home, no job and no skills.
All he could do was drive a
truck. But his Angolan li-
cence is written in Portu-
guese. Either the firm does
not recognise the licence,
or they want it translated
into English. Can I help
him?”

Nine times out of 10, Mr
Selebi sends the exile back
onto the streets empty

handed. “Most of the time I
can't do anything, I just sit
here and grow grey hairs,”
he said.

The biggest problem Mr

- Selebi has to deal with, and

which has turned ‘the
ANC’s former Youth
leader into a frustrated re-
cluse, is lack of money.

Thorny

About $40-million com-
mitted by foreign govern-
ments for the repatriation
of exiles is tied up until the
SA government agrees t0
allow the UN High Com-

—

mission for Refugees to
participate in the return of

exiles.

While the UNHCR and
the government last week
agreed on the two thorny
points, granting blanket in-
demnity to exiles and ac-
cess by the UNHCR to all
exiles, the go-ahead still
has to be given by cabinet.

Mr Selebi said about
8000 of the 20000 exiles
have applied for indemnity
and have been cleared to
return home. The rest are
children and spouses who
do not need indemnity and
could return at any time, if
available.

er supporting organisa-
tions in SA.

1t cost the ANC R300 000
for one planeload of exiles
to reach their chosen desti-
nations around the country.
This included a R2225
grant to each adult to help
him get on his feet.

The ANC also provides
each exile over the age of
18 with R300 a month for
the next six months and
school fees of R350 for
their children. The children
also receive R100 a month
for six months.

“pfter this, financially
they are on their own,” Mr
Selebi said.

Sleepless

But giving cash handouts
is not the only problem
causing Mr Selebi sleepless
nights. The returnees
jobs and housing.

Those who have trained
as doctors in Eastern bloc

'| the money was

The first contingent of
118 ANC exiles returned
from Lusaka on March 7
this year. Four more
flights followed, he said,
bringing the number of ex-
iles back on the streets of
SA to about 700.

While each chartered
flight cost in the region of
R100 000, and was paid for
by a foreign aid organisa-
tion, the real cost was
borne by the ANC and oth-

countries are having prob-
lems registering, and then
there are those who have
no skills, he said.

Mr Selebi and his com-
mittee are responsible for
providing training for un-
skilled exiles, investigating
employment opportunities
and accommodation Op-
tions.

The release of funds
through the involvement of
the UNHCR would not

-

. eradicate all the problems,
Mr Selebi said.

Namibia was still grap-

pling with the problems of

providing adequate hous-

AT HIS WIT'S END ... Jackie Selebi, desperatel
seeking ways to finance the return of exiles

ing, employment and eda*
cation for its exiles.

He said that unless these
people were reintegrated
into their communities, he
foresaw problems and in-
stability within the coun-
try.

“Jt is in the interest of
the government and the
business community to as-
sist in whatever way they
can to facilitate the speedy

reintegration of these pec
ple,” Mr Selebi said.

On July 11, Mr Selel
hopes to bring 186 peopl
back from Angola.

Whether they will arriv
is uncertain; it depends C
if the money for the ai
rcraft materialises.

“1 don’t know where
will come from,” Mr Sele
said. “We will have
scratch around som
where.”.

el -



ACCORDING to Chief
Buthelezi, the utterances
of Senator Evans on
- South African politics are
so much bull. That
doesn’t surprise me.
I once dealt with him
when he was Australia’s
Al ' T

woman, I told him about
the transfer of the prem-
ises of one of Australia’s
" largest restaurants from
its owners, a charitable
society for the mentally
retarded, to a company
with criminal associates.
~ One of the senator’s

tary colleagues

toldyp rliament it was all
of a clandestine,

view of the strong evi-

— X —

As the brother of a
mentally retarded

ne, off-
shore tax-evading
scheme. He asked, “in

5

GARETH EVANS

‘dence of criminal intent”,

why it was not possible
for the federal and state
authorities to collaborate
in investigating the web
of financial dealings be-

SunG . 15751 |
dubious ally |

hind the companies.
Attorney-General”|

‘Evans declined to inter-

cede for the handicapped.
saying that it was inap- |
ropriate to intervene in
a state matter. Bull —
tax-evasion is a federal
matter, and the mentally -
retarded are federal pen-
sioners. The beneficiaries |
of Mr Evans’s evasive |
impudence were the face-
less men of the Swiss
bank account. The prop-
erty in question was re-.
cently destroyed by fire,.
with an estimated loss
reported at $7 million. -
If that's the best he can
do to protect retarded
Australians, the ANC in.
South Africa has gained a_
dubious ally. -
Frank Rees,

Australia. s
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boycott. But the fact that }e}l

watch South Africans play
cricket at Lords in London or
watch their sportsmen or
women compete in the Olympic
games has been extremely frus-
trating.

“Take away these sanctions,”
says Professor Brutus, “and the
pressure to effect real change

“It is easy to say we must
abolish apartheid, but in my
opinion we've got to eradicate
apartheid — the fundamental
aspects of the system — and not
merely  make  superficial
changes.”

But Professor Brutus will be

under no illusions during his

o his suns

‘?n:ﬁi'th-l S ;\“a‘here are
certainly no easy solutions to
this country’s problems, both
sporting and political.” |

One of the main aims of his
visit will be to consolidate his
position as a South African citi-
zen.

“At this stage, I still travel

on what is known as a refugee’s

passport although I’'ve never re-
linquished my citizenship.”
Professor Brutus, a former

Robben Island inmate, plans to

visit Cape Town, Durban and

Port Elizabeth during his stay.

“I'm particularly keen to visit

Port Elizabeth where I grew up,

went to school, and eventually

ended up in prison.” — Sapa

B P L




|| Zambian GO
' in 1964. .
|| “When President Kenneth
-f Kaundamvedtowkeoveran
| | 10cal publications, lands

Sowetan

THE African National Co :
is to make another bid for South
Africa’s largest circulating
black daily newspaper, Sowetan,
informed sources in the move-
ment said this week. g

The ANC sources said the la-
| test bid would be backed by
about R14 million from Swedish
and Danish aid agencies.

But Peter Maclean, chief ex-

ecutive of Argus Newspapers,
| said the newspaper was defini-
tely not up for sale.

“The ANC has not spoken to
us recently about purchasing the
paper. They did speak to us
about the Sowetan three months
ago. We said then the paper was
not for sale. Our view has not

changed. It is not up for sale,” |

said Mr McLean on Friday.

ANC publicity official Saki
Macozoma said a feasibility
study into running a daily news-
paper was currently under way.

“Any discussions with the
Argus Company must be viewed
as part of the feasibility study
into a daily newspaper we are
currently conducting. We did
show interest in the Sowetan,
but I don’t know yet whether it
has been renewed.”

Mr Macozoma confirmed var-
ious ANC sympathisers in sever-
| al countries abroad had ex-
pressed an interest in providing
money for a daily.

The deal would involve
changing the Sowetan’s name
and circulating it nationally.
The source said they would ne-
gotiate with the Argus company
on the use of excess printing ca-
pacity in Durban, Bloemfontein,
Port Elizabeth and Cape Town.

The
Publishers — the distribution
wing of the company — could
land a lucrative contract to dis-

The bid, if successful, will B
‘between Tiny Row-
echo a deal A

negotia deal whereby the
newspat:ir :e owned would still
be printed and distributed by
Lonhro subsidiaries. Ty b
~The ANC last year made an
unsuccessful bid for City Press

newspaper, part of the Nasion-
ale Pers group.

trolled Allied |

tribute the ANC daily.




' \A SECURITY policeman this
week said he was assaulted,
forced to undress and was pa-
raded in front of media repre-
sentatives after senior Congress
~of South African Trade Unions
~(Cosatu) officials apprehended
him and accused him of spying.

Monge Maleka, 25, was testi-
fying in the Johannesburg Re-
gional Court during the trial of
Cosatu general secretary Jay
Naidoo, 36; Cosatu assistant
general secretary Sydney Mufa-
madi, 32; National Union of

Mctalworkers of South Africa
general secretary Moses
Mayekiso, 42; and Cosatu staff
member Baba Schalk, 30.

The four pleaded not guilty to
kidnapping and assaulting Ma-
lecka on August 28 last year at
Cosatu’s Johannesburg head-
quarters. '

Maleka on Monday admitted

he had had a police two-way
radio and a photograph of a
South African Communist Par-
ty official, whom he knew only
as Miss Fraser, when Naidoo

allegedly threatened to shoot

him if he did not co-operate.
He said Mayekiso and Mufa-

madi forced him to accompany

them across the road to Cosa-
tu’s offices on the sixth floor of

National Acceptance House,
where he was accused of being a
policeman and was interrogat-
ed, punched, kicked and told to
undress. :

Fraser was called and he was
asked to explain his possession
of the photograph and the two-
way radio. He said he told them

Al

\
|Cosaitu men beat me — cop

_he had been approached by a

John Vorster Square police ser-
geant who gave him the radio
and asked him to trace the wom-
an in the photograph by search-
ing for her on Johannesburg’s

- city streets.

He did not tell his captors he
was a policeman because he
feared they would kill him.

Naidoo said that reporters

" wanted to see him and that he

was to tell them he had entered
the building voluntarily.




week of destiny

@ From Page 1

This week Mr Sisulu said the
conference would would have to
choose between intensifying
sanctions, which he said was no
longer realistic, and the position
taken by countries which were
rushing to lift sanctions.

He also ‘said he believed the
ANC was making a mistake by
not concentrating enough on ne-
gotiations.

The ANC can look back on a
year which has seen gains uni
maginable two years ago: its
leaders released, its legal re-es-
tablishment as the most power-
ful political force in the country,
its exiles and prisoners in the
process of being returned to so-
ciety.

Yet the outcome of the strug-
gle for the soul of the movement
is by no means clear-cut.

"..":uf‘\ 4\ A‘"f

Whatever faction domihates,
the Government is likely to face
a younger, tougher, sharper ne-
gotiating partner after July 6.

Mr Gary van Staden, a senior
researcher at the SA Institute of
International Relations, who
specialises in South African in-
ternal political developments
which affect foreign policies,
said: “The bottom line is the
ANC has to negotiate. Like the
Government they have no
choice. In the final analysis it is
not the principle of negotiation
that is at stake but how they do
it.”

Mr van Staden said he expect-
ed conference delegates to take
a hard line on the perception
that Mr Mandela and ANC lead-
ers were too close to State Pres
ident F W de Klerk.

He expected there to be a

—

| telephone diplomacy,” he added.

"Crucial week for new SA

strong line from the floor that
the ANC was not consulting
enough with its membership,
was being out-negotiated by the
Governement and was giving
away too much without a man-
date.

But he predicted that the con-
gress was likely to give a “very
limited” mandate to negotiate
within the ANC’s criteria, such

as a demand for an interim |

Government and constituent as-
sembly.

In effect this would enable the
ANC leaders to negotiate “with-
out having to break for consul-
tation every five minutes on
every issue that pops up” but
would oblige them to consult
ANC regional structures ons
crunch issues.

“Mr de Klerk wants a blank
cheque from the ANC.

“But they are likely to have a
very limited mandate,” he said.

“This does not mean the ANC
will back-track on negotiations.
What it does imply is that it will
be much harder for the Govern-
ment to get concessions.

“There will be no unilateral
concessions, no easy rides, no

Mr van Staden saw little
chance of a multi-party or all-
party conference this year as
Mr de Klerk had predicted.

He doubted whether every-
one was ready for such a confer-
ence yet.

He did not expect the ANC to
abandon the armed struggle yet
as demanded by the Govern-
ment — the ANC suspended the

armed struggle last August.

faces a
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David Breier and
Sam Sole

SOUTH AFRICA’s future
could hinge on decisions
made at this week’s ANC
conference, which will

map out ANC strategy on
its political tactics and
on the negotiation pro-
cess for a mew South
Africa. _

The struggle for top posi-
tions in the ANC has domin-
ated the headlines in the run-
up to the national conference
in Durban.

But observers, including the Gov-
ernment, are far more concerned
about the conference’s stand on key
national issues such as negotiations
and sanctions and whether the ANC
can begin to change from a libera-
tion movement to a political party.

The violence and the allegations that
the Government is fuelling it or unable
to contain it has provided pewerful am-
munition to those in the movement who
seek a more confrontational approach
to negotiations. ;

Elements within the South African
Communist Party and Umkhonto: we
Sizwe will fight hard to control the
reins of the struggle. :

Top Government sources have dis-
closed that they believe the outcome of
elections for the ANC’s top positions
will make little difference to the nego-
tiation process because
all realistic candidates
are committed fo nego-
tiations.

This includes hardliner
Chris Hani, as well as
more moderate contend
ers like Walter Sisulu, the
yeteran compromise can-
didate for the ANC depu-
ty-presidency.

With Nelson Mandela
virtually assured of the
presidency, there is little
chance the new ANC
leadership will deviate
from its support for sanc-
tions, observers believe.

=

But Government
spokesmen are hoping
the congress will give the
new ANC leadership
space in which to negoti-
ate and reach compro-
mises without the restric-
tions imposed by the con-
sultative conference last
December.’

TheGovernment also
hopes the ANC will take
its first steps in evolving
from an unwieldy libera-
tion movement with little
flexibility, to a political
party which can match
| its own rapid changes.




ANC ponders

|

Patrick Laurence

ON the eve of its first nationa]
conference ;n more than 30

years the Afrj

work for its veteran leaders who
face the axe.

While there is some debate
Over what proportion of the

aging national executive will

lose theijr seats, there is little
doubt that many, perhaps even
a majority, of the present 35-
member executive wil not be
The case of ANC secretary
al Alfred Nzo is not unre-
presentative. Few observers
fancy Mr Nzo's chance of being
cted to the executive, let
- to-the key position of sec-
retary general.

Mf Nzo, aged 66, has devoted
a ' portion of his adult life
to the Al ;Hehasservedasa
full-fime -official ANC official
since 1958, when he was elected
> ANC  nationa] executive

| at itg last n; Llional conference,
1appen to Mr Nzo
him if, as antici-

L at the co ?

THe head of the ANC’s depart-
ment of finance, Vuysj Khanyilg,
is acutely aware of the probiem,
He 4dmits that the ANC does
not have a specifie policy on, as
he puts it, veterans in positions
of leadership, for unti] Very re-
cen:%rlthe ANC was fighting a
guerilla war. :

He anticipates, however, that
the plight of these ANC leaders
who.have given their lives to
3 e will be raised at
the ing conference when
the financial commission meets,

he points out, the wider
probtem of ANC veterans who
are unable to serve the organi-

‘pensions’ for

S SAL . 3efo] el

aXed leaders Fi

Itsprimaryflmcﬁonwﬂl be

begin-
ning to return to South Africa,
Once in South Africa, they are
often dispersed and consequent-
ly lose touch with one another,
their families and friends, :
The Veteran’s Association - |
will strive to integrate returnj ”
older men and women into com-
munity structures, to provide
themwithasenseofbel ing
and purpose. It will provide ma-

y. o
The ANC meanwhile faces g |
jal ‘o 3

 phalanx of f

It must continue to Provide the
accommodation, clinjcs and
Schools for jts exiles, more -
90 percent of whom are still
waiting to come home. But it
has at the same time
lish itself internally. :
Its internal operation means,
Mr Khanyile observes wryly,

entering a “competitive political

market and that is an expen-
sive business. At the same time
the ANC is expected to contrib-
ute positively to the solution of

onepartofthecounhyonone
dayandanotheronthenext. :

from taxpayers’ m, , unlike
those of President d:n%ﬂ'k and
his lieutenants,

Interviewed in the ANC'’s new
multi-million national headquar-
ters in Plein Street, Mr Khap-
yile, a former detainee declines
to say how much the ANC

—_—

to estab-
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EDYTH BULBRING

HUNDREDS of children from the ANC'’s
Solomon Freedom College in
Tanzania — many of them war orphans
_" are to be airlifted back to South Africa
at the end of next month. ™ ;
They could be accommodated in an
ite school in central Pretoria.

lished 12 years ago &
primary school children and 500 at secon-
dary school level.

ANC and
declined to disclose details about the
val of the children.

However, it is believed that two plane-

arri-

..,

oy

Home Affairs officials

°
loads of 400-700 children,
parents will arrive in SA in the
of July

e
inoculate the

<ANC to airlift orphans

last week

children.
Meanwhile, the ANC is looking for suit-

able accommodation

One

ises of

in Pretoria.
L

ggeﬁsibi]ity could be the
illview School near Bloed

for the children.

old prem-
Street




P ——

(R 0l

Assault rifles for chiefs

—————

‘Coincidental |
men carrying
G3s said they
were Inkatha’

By S$'BU MNGADI

THE controversial G3 automatic ri-

| fles, which the KwaZulu chief minis-
ter’s department is issuing to Inkatha-
aligned chiefs and Inkatha officials,
are supplied by the SAP.

This has been confirmed by both the
Law and Order ministry and KwaZulu
chief minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s
department.

However, Law and Order ministry
spokesman Captain Craig Kotze this
week absolved the SAP of any respon-
sibility, saying the rifles were now the
responsibility of the KwaZulu Police.
DJ Michau, director-without-portfo-
lio in Buthelezi’s department in
Ulundi, said the department only
issued G3 rifles to chiefs in their capac-
ity as government employees.
Michau maintained the military as-
sault rifles were to protect government
property, and not to further the politi-
cal aims of Inkatha.
He declined to disclose the number
of rifles issued to date. He could not
furnish an answer as to why the rifles
were being carried at Inkatha rallies
and why unrest monitors have linked
G3 rifles to political violence.

The director said it was coincidental
that men armed with G3 rifles at an
Inkatha protest march in Tongaat had
identified themselves as Inkatha mem-
bers and not as KwaZulu Government
employees.

In a'15-page memorandum present-
ed at the State President’s Summit on
Violence and Intimidation recently,
the Legal Resources Centre (LRC)
stated that KwaZulu chiefs and head-
men had issued these weapons by way
of permit to tribal bodyguards.

Michau admitted the chiefs did not |
hold firearm licences.

The German-made G3 rifle fires a
devastating 600 bullets a minute and
20 in two seconds. However, its maga-
zine can only hold 20 7.62mm rounds,
City Press was told.

A prominent Durban gunsmith told
City Press the South African govern-
ment banned the sale of G3 rifles and
other automatic assault rifles in the
carly 1980s following the discovery of

rightwing arms caches.

Nobody in South Africa is allowed
to have in his or her possession  a
weapon that will fire automatically. All
government personnel are exempt, he

said.

Durban director of the Democratic
Party, Roy Ainslie, this week claimed
Inkatha supporters used these rifles as
recently as last Sunday.

He named shooting incidents at
Obanjeni near Empangeni, Mshaya-
zafwe in Inanda and in KwaMashu.
'lll'hese incidents followed Inkatha ral-
lies.

At the Obanjeni rally police confis-
cated a G3 rifle from a chief’s brother.
But they returned it to him the next
day, Ainsley said.







DRESSED in “traditional” attire and
brandishing “traditional” weapons,
the hostel dwellers’ regiments are a
caricature of Zulu life.

A few metres away, battle-scarred
Reef township residents clear the way
and watch from a distance.

But what are traditional weapons?
To the regiments they are just a sym-
bol of manhood to which every Zulu-
speaking man is entitled. Township
residents, on the other hand, are baf-
fled by the definition of “traditional”.

This emerged after research con-
ducted by AIA on the complications
surrounding such weapons as assegais
and pangas, which the ANC and other
organisations have demanded should
be banned in public places.

Sylvia Twala, an elderly Congress
of South African Trade Unions (Co-
satu) member from Katlehong, says
that as far as she knows the traditional
weapons in question are common to
most African tribes and not only to
Zulus.

However, the events on May Day
this year made her doubt her histori-
cal knowledge of the issue, she says.

“In our rally at Orlando Stadium
we were searched and even our Zulu-
speaking colleagues had their weap-
ons confiscated. Yet hardly 50 kilo-
metres away at George Goch stadium,
the Inkatha rally went ahead without
any police intervention — even though
su%porters were heavily armed,” she
said.

However, a card-carrying Inkatha
Freedom Party (IFP) member claims
the traditional weapons belong only to
the Zulus, as they are the only tribe
with “warrior-blood”.

He acknowledges the misuse of
some traditional weapons, saying
these should only be carried at tradi-
tional ceremonies, but supports the
misuse because “the ANC and its
townships-supporting residents go
around with knives and guns in their
pockets”.

C:.

yfgpons traditional fo

Where_
8y
tradition
end and
violence
begin?

ture,” said the old man, who declined
to be named because “the media has a

hostile attitude™ towards his organisa-

tion.

PWV spokesman for the ANC,
Ronnie Mamoepa, points out the con-
tradiction in the attitude of govern-
ment ministers who “have come out as
champions of African culture, becom-
ing more African than Africans them-
selves”,

*It is this very government that has,
over the years, sought to fight the
development of} African culture,” he
said. " '

“We want to make it clear that this
issue is not directed at a particular
party or tribe only. What we are
finding is a misuse of these traditional
weapons — as weapons of destruction,
not as before when they were only

conditions exist which call for such a
| display. It is in this context that we
‘call for the banning of these weapons

country, whether declared unrest
areas or not,” said Mamoepa.

A document compiled by a senior
researcher at the Community Agency
for Social Enquiry (Case), Dr Dave
Everett, says so-called “traditional

weapons” were used in some attacks
from July 1990 to April 1991, al-
though firearms were used in most.
“The furore over the right of Zulu
men, in particular, to carry ‘tradition-

where it threatens to derail the negoti-
| ation process.

“This has served to obscure the

’ weapons which are actually being
used by respective parties in the con-

 flict, according to the media, especial-
ly those used by supporters of the
IFP,” the document states.

“This gives an impression that the
so-called traditional weapons are tra-
ditional only when carried by Inkatha
supporters,” comments Everett.

The South African Communist Par-

in all public places throughout the

al weapons’ has gone to the point

most tribes

! ty’s (SACP’S) PWYV region endorses

the Case findings, saying popular or-
ganisations and the labour movement
have been the main targets of attacks
in which so-called traditional weapons
have been used.

“We believe this violence still
serves the same purpose as the vio-
Jdence under the state of emergency: to

'smash the people’s organisations, to
create an atmosphere of helplessness
and fear within our communities, and
to ensure their militancy is not ex-
‘pressed in any form,” says regional
office spokesman Jabulani Moleketi.
“Unlike from 1984 to 1989 when
the State had to buy guns and teargas,
now they simply employ vigilantes
with rudimentary weapons to wage a
war against the people at a very cheap
cost.”

Cosatu spokesman Neil Coleman
argues that the issue is not traditional
weapons, but weapons that kill.

“Even historians argue that war-
riors were not allowed to carry danger-
ous weapons in public, so the issues at
the moment are those of police not
acting impartially to stop the killing
and terrorising of the people, and the
use of dangerous weapons under the
disguise of traditional weapons,” says
Coleman. *

Senior Natal ANC and SACP ac-

tivist Jeff Radebe, who also heads the
o . . National Association® of Democratic
et to ba 0T Weepoie Bher A Lawyers (Nadel) project on Na_ta_l
2 violence, doubts the historical legiti-

displayed in times of war, celebration
or victory.




macy of “traditional weapons”, He
refers to JW Colenso’s “Digest of,
Zulu Affairs”. e
In 1880 Bishop JW Colenso; the
then Bishop of Natal, collected infor-
mation on the military organisation of
the Zulus. He interviewed two men |
who had been members of the pre-
conquest Zulu army under Cetshwayo
kaMpande, the Jast Pre-conquest inde- | |
pendent Zulu king,
hey argued that Spears were not to
be carried in public, At -the great
annual Umkhosi (first-fruit ‘céremo-
ny) for example, Zuly culture and
tradition demanded that spears were
not to be carried.
“The Umkhosi lasts one day only, |
with all the regiments dancing before
the King. No Weapons are carried for |
fear of accidents — the men have their

sticks only,” the Zulu soldiers told the
Bishop, — AIA

0 i g

Inkatha rally at George Goch

Zulus Ion the march - with niodem rifles. This stadium went ahead without police Iptonontlon.

\)\\\QA'PC:Ng ARADTION D L, W Mgt TRAR =R



Handle schools
policy with care’

3

appeared in some
Sunday newspipers last |
week to the effeet that the
Government ha 3 secret
sirategy to kiep white
schools white bysubtly ex-

disturhini report ’

cluding pupils of other e Sk S DRI

race groups from these
schools in post-ajartheid South
Africa. The repot claims this
will be done by *losing down
and selling underatilised white
schools and Paking white
pupils into fewer whites-only
schools, _

It is hoped that hese schools
will then be too fll to admit
pupils of other race groups and
thus remain virtuall white

If Government wre in fact
doing this, I wouk conclude
that National Pany leaders
have not begun to {nderstand
what it would take ;generate
mutual trust and pbmote na-
tional reconciliatior |n post-
apartheid South Afrio,’

Further, [ would vegin to
sympathise with te yview
which says that the yresent
Government alone cani¢ ang
should not be entrustelwiih
the process of transition. |

I would alsc begin to feafor
the future and anticipate re-
mendous social upheaval Y4
civil confrontation as the oy
Government of post-aparthé
South Africa would undoubt
ly be expected, if not forced,
reverse this last-ditch racis]
act virtually on the first day c}t
assuming power.

The Government is on the
one hand encouraging discus-
sions on non-racial local gov-
ernment structures and is even
talking about co-ordination in
areas such as health and hous-
ing — yet on the other hand it
seems to be allowing white
education to be more “own af-

{ fairs” than ever hefore.

Similarly, the Government
has finally scrapped the Group
Areas Act, thus implying that
all South Africans can now live
where they choose to live.

Through
My Eyes

OSCAR
DHLOMO _J

If the Government persists in
closing down under-utilised
white schools and filling up ex-
isting ones using present day

- demographic statistics, we are
bound to encounter a bottle-
neck in educational planning in
future as residential suburbs
become more cosmopolitan in
character.

The reaction of some repre-
sentatives of the Department of
Education and Training has
been equally astonishing. One
was recently quoted as saying
that available schools and
teachers in that department
are sufficient to meet future
demands!

Clearly this spokesperson has
never visited some of the
schools controlled by his de-
partment in the townships or
rural areas.

In any case even in DET
schools alone, teacher-pupil
ratios as well as class sizes
have not éven begun to com
pare with what obtains in white
education.

I still prefer to hear Presi-
dent de Klerk declaring 4 mor-
atorium on the closure and sale
of under-utilised white schoals
and the retrenchment of white
teachers until there is consep-

\sus on how avaiiable facilities
and expertise can be utilised tg
he benefit of all in the new
outh Africa, i

President de Klerk has the

portunity to do this since he

presently in coensultation

“h Mr Mandela on matters

e4cational.

®nte on Thursday, after =t.

tcolumn was written. the
GRrnment announced a
poly change making empty
wha schools available to
blacpupils.
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STAGIN_G a peace conference
requires utmost delicacy re-
garding the participants’ sensibili-
ties. When it came to protocol at
the big indaba on violence last
weekend the State President’s of-
fice played safe, opting for the
egalitarian approach.

Thus the official guest list was a
strictly unadorned and alphabeti-
cal affair, listing names but a
bare minimum of titles,

Thus “De Klerk, F W, Mnr” ap-
peared as just another name in
the crowd, sandwiched between
De Beer, ZJ, Dr and De Kock,
CP, Dr.

The alphabetical listing had this
odd effect, though. Right at the
end under “Z” came three Zulu
princes followed by — the last
name of all"— “Zwelethini, G,
K!ns”.

g 0.0

AS a no-nonsense description of a
monarch, this ranks only with Dr
Hendrik Verwoerd’s famous non-
report of the 1947 Royal tour of

The
Inside
Track

South Africa when he was: editing
Die Transvaler. ;

Most of the country was going
gaga over the glamorous visit (by
George VI, his queen and the two
young princesses), but not hard-
core republicans like Verwoerd.

“Traffic was dis:upted in Jo-
hannesburg”, his paper noted in
one dismissive paragraph, “be-
cause of the visit of a Mr and Mrs
G Windsor.”

O o o
AT the Pretoria peace talks Kin
Goodwill seemed to take no of-

fence at his ultra-democratic list-

ing. He might well have been put
out, though, by the effusive

praises heaped upon him by Ami-
chand Rajbansi.

Seizing an early opportunity to
speak, the Raj heaped plaudits
upon the peace efforts of the State
President and Chief Buthelezi be-
fore going on to laud “our King”
for being at the conference.

The Zulu king must have been
mystified, and less than delighted,
at the obeisance of his new sub-
ject.

For his part, Sauer honours the
Raj with what Private Eye calls
an OBN — Order of the Brown
Nose. And that, of course, has
nothing to do with pigmentation.

o ol o |

AT the end of the Pretoria

., indaba, President de Klerk raised
the biggest laugh of the

when he thanked “the USSR”

for providing the venue and con-
ference arrangements.

He meant, of course, the CSIR.

De Klerk laughed loudest of all,

and probably needed it after two
heavy days.
(m JF g

FROM the States I learn that
Teddy Kennedy has the 1992 Dem-
ocratic Presidential nomination
sewn up in his back pocket. The
only problem is he's lost his trou-
sers again.

D 40 B

SAUER hears that Barend du
Plessis is once more combing the
ranks of the English-speaking op-
position in a search for officials.

Having already poached politi-

- cal correspondent Bruce Cameron

from the Daily News, Durban, for
his office in Zurich (not to mention
DP finance fundi Harry Schwarz
for the very financial Washington
embassy), he has now apparently
set his sights on someone in Times
Media Ltd to replace his own
press adviser Louis Louw.

Louis is a former top journalist
with Die Burger but — as some-

g rated last on this egalitarian guest |

one in Barend’s office remarked
— in the New SA the Afrikaans
press doesn’t quite have the inter-
national credibility needed.

Other Ministers are more tradi-
tional in their choice.

Minister for Public Enterprises

" ete Dr Dawie de Villiers — who

has struggled for years to keep a
PRO — recently chose the SABC’s
Douglas McClure, the man with
the BBC voice (but not necessarily
BBC views) for the job.

880

TALKING of Government jobs,
there’s a flurry of lobbying going
on in the two junior houses of Par-
liament for diplomatic posts.

Diplomatic sources report that
Dennis de la Cruz, former Leader
of the Opposition in the House of

and now a new Nat, is one
such aspirant.

His case will not have been
harmed by the effusive praise he
heaped on Pik Botha during de-

g
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bate on his budget the other day,
So much so that the wily foreign
‘minister thanked him in Parlja-
ment for the praise, but /sdi
sorry, he had no ambassado
posts to offer right now.
poeod @

MIGHT it be fair to say that, f
lowing the haemorrhaging in Bis
party to become Brown Nats; ¢
birth ofththis R:ew litii:{al bab
giving the Rev endrickse
untold Labour pains?
L B = S 1
; daieisel
'OVERHEARD in sporting circles.
‘“Establishment” sports boss to a.
“non-establishment” one: “If* you.
let us keep the Springbok emblem,
we'll agree not to change
name of the Comrades maqa-
thon.” O L
o
i |
]
]
b
]
|
]
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Most NEC

for grabs

By SEKOLA SELLO ‘j__\
THE eyes of the world are focused on thé historic

48th congress of the ANC which opens at the
University of Durban Westville on Tuesday.

Underlining the importance of this conference,
regarded in some quarters as make or break for the
organisation, will
foreign dignitaries.

South Africa and the international community
expect the ANC to come out of the five-day indaba
with a new, dynamic leadership and a clear policy
indicating the organisations’s direction.

Most members of the current 35-member National

Executive Committee (NEC) are expected to be
ousted by a new generation of leaders nurtured in the
protest days of the Mass Democratic Movement
(MDM).

Only 10 men from the current NEC are expected
to secure their seats. :

While Nelson Mandela will be confirmed as the
organisation’s new head and Walter Sisulu is punted
as a certainty for the deputy presidency, it seems the
rest of the field is still open and will be hotly contested
among the home-grown leadership.

The election of new officials — especially the
secretary general, assistant secretary general, treasur-
er general and 25-man National Working Committee
(NWC) - will be a signpost of the organisation’s new
direction. ' -

If members of the old guard dominate the NWC
and the other top four positions — so far this seems
unlikely — the ANC could be riven by division and
this could adversely affect negotiations.

Rumours that Mandela is likely to use his stature to
secure the election of his peers like the current
secretary general, Alfred Nzo, have been dismissed as

-unfounded. !

~ The old guard has been criticised for inefficiency
- and failing in the armed,struggle, which was regarded
as the principal weapon against Pretoria up to the
time of the unbanning of the ANC and other organi-
sations a year ago. :

. Political analysts contend that a new leadership
made up largely of members of the Mass Democratic
Movement (MDM) would give the organisation
greater confidence in their dealings with State Presi-
| dent FW de Klerk. ' _ 4
“I‘he MDM, grounded in the politics of mass protest
on, is credited with having “forced” De Klerk to
ke some of the major changes he has effected since
ook over as leader of the National Party.

he MDM leadership is also considered more
pt at negotiations than the current NEC which is

€ up of former exiles and Robben Islanders.

ade unionist Cyril Ramaphosa is widely tipped
to assume the number three spot in the ANC hier-
achy. Other MDM leaders tipped are former UDF
general secretary Popo Molefe and publicity secre-
tary Patrick “Terror” Lekota. : :

i

It is also a foregone conclusion that a number of
NEC members will retain their positions. These are

| Chris Hani, Thabo Mbeki, Pallo Jordan, Jacob

Zuma, Steve Tshwete, Joe Slovo anfi annie Kasrils.
The new NEC faces two immediate issues. These

| are the violence currently devastating Natal and the

jobs are up|

| happy about the way negotiations are goiqg, and are
| regc'l:jr{ed to be very critical of Mandela’s imperial

Réef, and negotiations with the government.
* The ANC’gs young militants and workers are not

of leadership. : : ,
St?}l'ehe miliant. on:uh and workers are impatient and
demand that the ANC seize the tactical initiative

om the government. : o
ﬁ?RI:mapﬁosé- and his colleagues in the MDM have
won several “victories” against the government and
the business bosses, and, if elected, will be cxpoqwd to
achieve similar results. :

‘the presence of hundreds of
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