black summit
Moy

almost full-house

CAPE TOWN—Most
of South Africa’s
major black political
movements appear
set to attend the one-

summit called by
Archbisho;l Des-
mond Tutu for next
Thursday.

The summit, which
will be held at Bishops-
court, will deal with
need for political toler-
ance and for black po-
litical groupings to
develop a common stra-
tegy on negotiations.

A number of promi-
nent church leaders are
also expected to attend
the meeting.

Archbishop Tutu’s
spokesman, Mr John Al-
len, said yesterday that
not all the parties which
had been invited had re-

lied to their invita-
ons, but a good turn-
out was expected. :

Reservations |

Invitations were sent |
to the ANC, the PAC,
Azapo, Inkatha and
homeland leaders.

Inkatha leader Dr
Mangosuthu Buthelezi
orginally ex ressed
scepticism about at-
tending the summit,
and it is expected that
Inkatha’s central com-
mittee will eventually
‘graciously decline’ to
send a representative.

However, the ANC is
expected to be repre-
sented by its deputy

resld{:n , Mr Nelson

ela.

Both the PAC and
to

Aza] are expected
at.t.e%% the summit, but

both organisations are
understood to have res-
ervations about the
presence at the meeting
of homeland leaders.

Not all homeland
leaders have yet re-
sponded to their invita-

ons but a number are
expected to attend, Mr

en said. a5




AS THE ANC adopts what
appears to be an attitude of
increasing confrontation
with the Government it
seems ready to seize on al-
most any issue to promote
‘mass mobilisation’ on the

retext that ‘the people

ve no other way of ex-
Eressing their dissatisfac-

on’. That is clearly not so.

I1ts campaign in the
Transvaal, be launched
with marches through Pre-
toria and Johannesburg on
December 6 and followed by
‘other forms of mass action’,
is apparently intended to
force the Government’s

hand over the release of po-

litical prisoners and the re-
turn of exiles.

Other demands include
the suspension of political.
trials before Christmas, the
establishment of an interim
government, and the rein-
corporation of Bophutha-
tswana into South Africa.
Quite a tall order.

The Government has said
it does not object to the
ANC holding marches and
rallies within the law, and
most have gone off peaceful-
ly. But the potential for vio-
lence has also been frigh-
teningly demonstrated, as
has the running undercur-
rent of violence and intimi-
dation in the ANC’s
attempt to destroy present
— obviously temporary
— forms of black local
government.

There are clearly limits to
what the authorities can
prudently allow, especially
when petrol bombs and oth-
er offensive weapons appear
so readily when ‘peaceful’

demonstrations get out of
hand.

" When the Government
complains that these de-
stabilising tactics run con-
trary to the letter and spirit
of the Pretoria Minute,
which by common consent
is intended to lower the
temperature in the country
and establish a climate con-
ducive to peaceful negotia-
tion on a new constitution,
the ANC throws up its

“hands in mock surprise that

any one should object to
‘real democracy’.

Real democracies do not
solve their problems by
confrontational brinkman-
ship in the streets, intimida-
tion, boycotts and the
subversion of existing struc-
tures of government that
are fully open to change by
negotiation.

Issues raised by the ANC
as a pretext for mass action
are fully open for discussion
by the Government/ANC
working groups alread in
existence. Some, by their
very nature, cannot be
changed piecemeal but only
as part of a new constit-
ution. '

- Mass mobilisation on the
scale apparently lanned
_b\}rlthe ANC is valid only
when other means of ad-
dressin%ﬂgrievances do not
exist, which is certainly not
the case in South Africa
today. )

Clearly President de
Klerk and ANC Deputy
President Nelson Mandela
will have a lot of straight
talking to do at their sched-
uled meeting on Tuesday.
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TIME will tell how well in-
formed Africa Confidential
is when it suggests that
there are plans afoot for a
new paramilitary a_mtl-rlot
force in South Africa: the
Ministry of Law and Order
is giving nothingb away but
the usually reliable journal
goes so far as to name for-
mer South African Police
Commissioner Johann
Coetzee as the man who is
examining the idea.

Certainly it has merit. For

too long the SAP has been
seen as an instrument of the
ruling party, and has conse-
quently not enjoyed total

acceptibility as enforcers of

the law. A neutral force
drawn from all ethnic
groups could remove the
nolice from the political
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Law and order

battleground.

Meanwhile two develop-
ments reflect the public’s
growing concern about the
rise in violent crime in the
streets, in homes and in the
workplace. One is the mush-
rooming of registered pri-
vate security firms, as many
as 4 000 employing an esti-
mated 100 000 officers.

The other is the recogni-
tion that Durban’s City Po-
lice force is grossly under-
manned and, in fact, needs
to be doubled to adequately
cover the city’s problem
areas. This must be done as
a matter of urgency even if
public expenditure In other
municipal de
to be pare
money.

to find the

artments has -
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