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INTRODUCTIONS

August 9, marks the 26th Anniversary of the 20,000 militant women's march
Jyﬂ Pbetoria in 1956, demostrating against the most hated passes. It was on this
day that women of all races in South Africa shook the Apartheid regime, signifying
their dedication, courage and the mass participation in the struggle for National

Liverationes August 9, was the impressive evidence, of angry but highly organised
women, it maerked an imported stage, in the growth of unity, amongst the oppressed
and progressive forces,in the continuation of the past strugglesywaged by women

against the introduction of passes to them

The women confronted the Apartheid regime,in all forms of struggles,against thi
document, meant at forecing the african people to remote areas, determining where
an African can be employed, where he can live,and worsely determining who his
wife or husband should bee A document supposed to be carried whereever you are, I
from the age of 16 to both Male and femalee

RESISTANCE TO THE PASSES

As far back as 1913, when the Apartheid regime for the first time introduced
passes to women, women in the little town of Winburg in the Orange Free State,
fearlessly opposed this law, and staged a demonstraiion to the local administratio
making clear their pointysthat they will never carry passes, or any document xEm=z

meant that will perpetuate the oppression.

The pass campaigns that followed thereafter, inflicted to the Apartheid regime,
the VWomen's refg_ction - outery of this most hated passese And this took the Apar
~-theid regime 50 years to extend this hated pass laws to African women.

The same vear in Bloemfontein, 600 women led by Charlotte Maxeke, a founder
member of the ANC, a2 member of NEC and of the Women's league,{;f{sgarried their passes
in a bag do the Bloemfontein Mayor's office, and dump them there, informing the

deputy mayor that they will never carry thems

Charlotte Maxekdsdedication in organising the Women agdinst these pass laws,’
her contribution in the Lzbour issued, giving support to launch a Federation |
of Trade Unions for African Peoplejnin the '20's, And as a editor of & number of
African newpapers, was also af the forefront in the massive campaigns which was

mounted in Johannesburg the yerar 1919.




WOMEN'S ORGANISATIONS

TR
The formation of the Women's League/farouse the interest of the African women in
the struggle for Freedom and peace, condemning the Aparthelid regime system for its
diserimating and humilating lwas, The women in South Africa showed aidundantly
clear, that the women emancipation is not an inseparatble aspectd of the struggle

for National Liberatione.

The oppression that our people have, and are still experienceing in their day o
day life under apartheid, as Migrant labourers, Domestic Servants, being forced

to stay in the umbearable condition in the Reserves, are a clear indication of
what Apartheid is, |

Men as well am women, suffered bbutal methods used by the regime, detained without
trial, imprisoned, banned, forced to exile, i»m tortured, and harrased in the
daily lives. They have suffered from racial discrimination, perveriy and distress.
The regime is trying to divert the escalating struggle waged by our people,

and want to appear im as a mighty force that nothing could shift it. -

The women saw 2 need to form a joint organisation, to embraced all women imrespec—
tive of race. THE formation of the Federation of South African Women in April
1954, was a beacon of inspiration %o strengthen the joint activity of various
women sections alll over the coury - to a2 Free and a democratic South Afeica.

The Nationalist Party on coming to power, launched vicious assault against few
rights remaining to the oppressed black majority. They suppressed any organisation
-al resistance, istalling ocompletel¥ white domination. The process of Bantustani-
zation was set in mtion,paralled to group areas act. All these acts, were linked
with the Industrial legisletion iwa acts and the intvoduction of Bantu Education,
to the Blackse The education, meant at enslaving the k=i blacks, the education
which led to the lost of over 1,000 lives in the 1976 June 16 Uprisings and forced
the Youth of our country to exile.

For us, the mothers of those daily imprisoned, tortured, children, hanged in iI
faces of the fascists Regime, like comrade Solomon Mahlangu, who was haged for his
just cause, Th.ndi Modise who is still in the fascist dungeions, Dorothy Nyembe,
the six comrades who are condemned to murder, Naphtali Manana, Johson Lubisi,
Petrus Mashigo, ANthony Tsotsobe, Johannes Shabangu and David Moise, We thank
all the progressive mankink the World over for condemning the Apartheid regime _
to save the lives of the our comrades, today the South African regime havecoég“m‘;\'.&eb
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IN ACTIONS

WOMBEN

October 1955, the Nationalist Party once again announced through the Native affam
irs the extention of passes to women. IT stated that the first women to be issued
were the women in Orange Free State. Women vho had been ke most active in the
previous campaigns. As from the end of 1955 the ANC and Federation of South
African Vomen took it upon themselved to organise xmm and mobilise women to

stage protests aginst these humilating pass laws.

The conference held in March 1956, after numerous massive re sitance against
these laws, decided and resodved that they will fight passed to their bittef
end. And this culminated to the CGreat August 9 March fo the Union Building in
Fretoria.

From the Tth of August 1956, the little town of Lady Selbourne in the outskirts
of Pretoria was turned into a overnight trasit place for 20,000 women who marched
militantly to the Union Building to see Strydom the then Prime Hinister. Procce-
ssions in Pretoria were put to a standstill, the women led by the leaders Lilian
Ngoyi, Ratima Moosa HEHEX Sopphie Williams and Helen Joseph to code & few, on the
Oth Assembled in dhe Union Building Aphitheatre and left hundreds of ghousands

of signatured on petition form at the office of the Prime Minister, who was not
available to see them, After wards they stood ifi Silence for 30 minutes only

the occassional sound of crying babies aceentuated the tense stillnesse. Then

burst into magnificent harmony to sing'Nkosi Sikelela I Africa' THey began a new
song with it refrain ' Yantinta Abafazi - Wakhinta ibolodo uzokufa - Now you have
struck a rock, you have dislodged a boulder - you will be crussed.

As they dispersed the vhole of Pretoria was echoed by the sound of voices of
determined women moving foward to Freedom,

THE SPIRIT OF AUGUST O

The spirit of August 9, today predicts the inevitable ms just conclusion of our
National Liberatione The involvement of women in the past struggles, resisting all
forms of injustice, have been an inspiration that will bloom the minds of our
peoples In the Defiance Campaign, Treason Trial women were arrested, tortured,
banned and kept in solitary confinement, but their Spirit have led to the recent
events inside and outside the countrye. Women at home are involved in thm various

organisations, playing a prominent role in the Trade Union Movements, Civiec
Associations am® church Councils etce etos
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Since 1980, strikes a inside the country have compelled the South African Regime

to resort to inhugjan methods in order to silence our people, by arrests, detentiong
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We aalu:to the Vomen o,f Mo:mbique, led by their Vanguard Party Frelimo. e salnte :

.

Students fronts, since June 16 uprisings, have, and are still saying no to infe-
rior education. Students-were in the forefront in the refusal-teo-stcelebrate

Ahe White South AfricaRepublicen Days The awareness of our people to mobilize ase
against the Regime is gaining momentum day after daye Crisis in the South African

Defense Force, of the Whites refusing to defoni the White South Africa, Crisis
in the Nationalist Parliament. The Everyday Blows inflicted by our Cadres of

Umkhonto We Sizwe to the Apartheid are the assuarance to our victory.

‘JUM'LZ(M.% e E/V‘?
Today we speak of women in the Amb we spesk of womens involvement in any fieh

intended to end Apartheids And for our just cause, no Power can destroy our
devotione

SOUTH AFRICA'S MANOUVRESS 5
SQuth Africa with its Western Allies, safeguarding their investments jin South

Africajygre giving the South Africen regime the overall support t continue its
repression aZainst xk our peoplei and the neighbouring sta'l;esf ‘I'ho US Administr
~ation, has gfain comdugted its manuouvres by opendng the denton Commission,

to investigate the so-called®ANC and SWAPO terroris}g‘”" ivities. This manouvres
the Reagan Administration is tre dteective roquna' t0 the escalating struggles
waged by both she ANC and SWAPO in South Rfeica ¢nd Nemibia. South Africa is
continhously invading Angola, killing imwen peopte with the pretext of hunting
SHAPO Terroristse It is continuously vio #ting the bordexrws of Mozambique,
Distabllizing Peace in the whole Sout ‘rn Regione Sending Mecenaries in the neigh
~bouring states. The Brutal ki‘,!,l'"“ of our comrades in Matola, Killing of our

two comrades in Swagiland a.nd’ ¥cently the killing of the lyaose couple-is an
indication of the most fa,sé 6t nature of the Pretoria Racists, and a olear indica

~tion of the last kiocks 4T a dying/hqr_ae;\ o el e s,

Women of OMM Eor Wing.gnpport in our struggle for National Liberation. We
salute all 'l;ho yz%gressive Mankind the world over, for giving us support and
courange to Crush the Fascists in Southern Africa. v

- u'ho the womer
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As we emorate the 26 th Anniversary of the South African Women's Day, we J
must remember our BrotherSaad AND Sisters, who are political prisoners in thi

Botha's Dungeons. lLet us fight, intensify our struggle for Freedom 2nd Peac
/
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The legacy of August lives one..
The assurance of our victory is in smurx our handse Our viectory is cert




