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"bf‘the Nile'is brone
Ho SPLA attacks. .sor_that.the_ supply of essential,
{commodities to Juha, includingfuel, is under threat“
[-By practically controlling all of the south, the SPLA'
§ willv obviouslylbe ih'ha' stlronget hegotiat‘ing ppsition,-§
{ (ln’..‘the nextjiisstien'we “Willaexamine .the‘. military;
; position in the south-inmore detail).~.- ' I‘",'_I}’_fr'!1q

The armed "forces cortimandjn Khartoum is aeul‘

theyare-being asked tqfllaunch themselves into the:I
' hostile southern btish'with totally inadequate equip-i

s
i tély 'aware‘pftthe' government troops’~predica'rr1e'ntz.t

= m'e'n't,.withc$ut lbgistics back-up of any deseription,fi
with practically‘no communications; no air Veover;
Q'rintelligence jwbrthnmentioning and with .no sane,
military objective‘in sight: .The answer ofeourse,‘
ultimatelyfis‘that there never’haslbeen. and never

: will be, a military solution to the south's politicéi
problemSw w - ' -'-A|,' .‘

But a- combinath'n of frustration and ann’oyanee
iwith .w'hat it' seeslas Ethiopian-supported SPLA:

!

intranlsigeheehmgkeg the a_rmy’s high cqmmand cohii
trinue the;w_ar_eVeri;lif theuarmy isldemoralisedjand‘;
resentful» 'perhaps dangerously soiThe ”seriest'iof
meetingsubetween Sudanese seniér"officers,".‘nbtablyi
defehce 'ministet'MathiédTOsman Abdulla (who'Wast
in Tripoli a fewdays after-the American bombings),- !

'hRR 'Pd tn~'enm"9 Ivik\lfl.nhhm;“tnru :HIIA' ..........
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.TheNalionhlParjy-(NP) government", having already‘ '
lost the poiiticalinitiative, isuiapidly beingrovertaken
both by blaek't'bpposition1'and rby Emor'e pragmatic
whites,?:-~particularly '.th‘e‘:‘:‘.‘New - Nationalist".‘.2.-'(New
Nats) groupbfflfnikanersfiwhich~now~ believe in the

_ desirability —?la'n'd :in‘evitabilityzi of'majority-black
'rule. The eroéidn bf apartheid and 'white government
has accelerated“:faéteni'durin‘g theep’asti'fe'w months
'tharifanticipa'ted'.‘ President‘.~‘BiW.C Botha"s=govern‘-
ment ‘ha5"ohly afI50:50:chahc'e bfésurvivihg the‘ next

*12 months.:i s r; :" .:.:;~.;‘.-u 4H“! i;s;>'.I,-'a:r;'z’: i:u.:::n.c!>
‘ -I.!:Black orga'tiised 'opposition‘has been given 'a 'big
'bSycholog'ical boost'byia’remarkable, sustained Con:
viction1that._the."3‘.‘final phaSe-'.¥:»towards"the t'r'a‘r'tsfef
of. power to'black's has been entered, [decisivelyirOne

'importanttturning-‘boint'-EWas 'laSt 'm’onth'smfnational
‘edtichtion'c‘risis committee’Iikzbnferen'ce niniDurban.
‘The"‘cohference decided'-that blaek‘pupils‘, |who had'
bbycott’ed classesifor monthsfishouldrreturn to-their

'desk‘slt-‘Behind-Lthis move" liesnsome‘v of 'thermOSt
- sophisticated -revolutionary-!thedry’toieme'r’ge’zwithin

-' [helicouhtry‘s “divided: blacki‘oppositioh "sinée‘the'

"ist.‘C_‘0ngress (PAC) ‘werebanned 'in"l960..1lt‘ 's

5' tei-i'Sisulu who5is servihg‘a:life‘fs'entence'fw'ith{Nelson

artie'uiateei’ncj'tabl'yrby:Zweiakhe’Sis'ulu '(son'oflw'alg f

Cd - VLA 5:» F) .
Sudanese that the photographs ‘of the bombing raid.

':had to be developed in Moscpw). :‘z:.r:;.~:Z-] 2r fl!
'2‘.,;..Ihe retiring of all butfour of the.TMC,-'.and the
3 taking over of- thetarmy.command by Maj-Gen. Taj
:el_Din Abdulla Fadul, .who .isrstrongly anti-Libyan"
:,.at 1 present .» (though, by.;,no,tme‘ans ' pro-American),
,,might well presumably reduce futureLibyan military
involvement .to a_minimum, ‘Provided -the UP.leads
;.the coalition, twith,Sadiq asxprimeminister' or.presi-
. dent. ,xCol.’ Gadaffi uwill . not 'be..displeased..-. Partly
-because of the DUP's traditional alliance with Egypt,.
:Gadaffiyhas always_been one of the;UPs .biggest
.benefaetors. :12"! --.«-.= - . ‘ ' -~' , .4. ..... r. "'::i r; ""Jv'iz‘: -‘.. ..:,!
1'45While Libya’s .Revglurionary Councils in. Sudan
Lhavemade nopolitical impact.(AC.Vol 27 No.6),1
.popuiar Sudanese reaction to the United States’ raid
on Tripoli ~and “Benghazi was immediate, :spon-

,taneous and enraged...Ihe_TMC, which has warm
ties with Tripoli, did not meet! to prompt about
40,000 demonstrators ontq.the streets_in_ Khartoum.

V -;Qrganised;by. theNational Salvation Alliance, the
. _,demon,strators showed; antirflmericanism _..and: pro-
QGadaffismainfiequal,fmeasttrejButJSudan’s, internal ‘
?,problemthiutweighl foreign- events,;;A,.mareh on ‘20,
3-Apri.l; 'org'anisedj'hY: the Sudanese s_Workers-f. :Trade
?,Union Federation(whichtadmittediy. is still,elosely
.identified with‘Nimejri’s regime) attracted only 200-
300 followers._.‘; '.' 3"?1"! ' . W; {risjy'ri'uz

s . 5.. h r'li') gut;-.fIh't~'.‘tEt ?L'N. L‘,. . ,1  
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     nu‘l'.‘ :1n1:;n,1t;'-'._='.;.-': rinse, ,.
.VF‘W'W"? 'w': -"i ~- ‘:-.«t- '1' mi 'I)‘-‘1.'? .3.va ='.- ' Hr» tinni‘There'is e total'bf 3_01'seats, of which 37 m the south were'
~uneontested because of- thc civil weir} Nearly 20 results frorri‘the
.50th were unconfirmedapthetim'e‘of writing.-The results so far

wugivethe Umma_ . . .
:63.“ the ‘Nau’onal 'lslamie-‘Fron'l’il :' the Sudan Nau'onbl‘ Party’ 8.

' gthefommunist .Party 3, the Beja‘Cohgresstone; independents-S, _
' 3.5101th ?PE‘I‘S’Q feeeleé:ficgs'wim-?ertmbeyt half. 9.90.451; '
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ioftthe United Demoeralic-FrontnwDF).and a highly- _
- -te‘spected:veteran,of the black struggle;itsq'insitiitzq -‘
:'.:i2welakhe,ta .former'1presiderit' .Of.theVBlac-k’ Con-
isciousness-oriented -Media:: Workers? iAssociati‘on of
:South..rAfrica', hhas":been :detain'ed .'or.2='bahned hfor

‘ ,;much ’of the.past.'.five' years: Comingifro'mithefsame
wgerierationr ofsLtheiequally-(impressive'zThaboi Mbeki

. g(ANC-fiirector:of’informaticn)',~'he‘straddlesthei‘gap
. ,between ageing'blach natiorialistsland‘thez'alienated

. ?youngblacks nowspearrheadin'g the tbwnship.violeri-
' ice. 'h';:~.un:t;tih :zinaqa'.(inuiateis 1'3 hanne-i 1:11:
ailmhisxeapacitw as-zeditorzof .the :Catholic-funded ~
-.weekly‘ newspaper; :Iyewi-Nation, )Zwelakhe saysz-the
mational liberationrastruggle;:ha‘Screa'ched~ aztcrticial
f'point. Blacks must now choose, he says, between'a
-'d'esce'nt 'intdY.?:‘chaoéiand ba'r'barism‘?’ or'a remit: of
'lparents-Ia‘nd- workers “t6 thejyofith-led ‘struggle,'5 (in
Xofder to ‘rédireet Ipo'litical energies; which 'have rend-

" .‘erediimany"—to»i/nship§~ ungovernable, ‘into the‘fledg-
rling'"i'st'ructureE7""ofi::‘~‘peofiles’ '5power‘3: »-He3i-‘argues,
ljustifiably, that'townships' which ha‘ve-‘established a'n
morganised 5centre‘:offip'eoplesfi'pdwer”-‘(in edntrast
7.to"m'ob‘.violence alpn’eI havelbee'nit‘host'succe'ssf'ul in _
frolling‘ back7"‘state'i«repression’.t'—'(The-‘planned !M'a'y ’

...-_.. _... ' _ .-..-_.. _. ...--......- L...-....A_ -.‘..... ...t,.

x
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ffDayIWOrkrtsréty-‘awa‘y's' h‘e‘gtt Meekfioigani’sed by'the
., “Congress of Soythl' Afri‘c‘ah’fTr‘ade "Unions" L‘Cpsatu f—. — -- . .-.-

' r’ggwill' prgy‘lide-z‘a-lsymb‘olic_-‘r;e‘tu'rnf?;oi}fittiorkers"?to“sthe _ g
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Party 99- seats.-the Democratic Unionist Party ~



“vanguard of the liberation struggle“) '--*-~¥' . j, " " "-'“5 I -:
In the Eastern Cape.’ where the people’5 power Ii” The New 'Nats ".55“??? f .r' i'- 5“

 

‘.Zwelakhe refers [0 IS most advanced, the soth gglliticahliy. more Iadicai IhaII ‘most members of' the liberal white
. IA rica” De ence Force SADF has- been forced out I ey demand the total abolition of apartheid. the release
.Ioff some 0'?the townshi E) [h i b l - of Nelson Mandela and the unbanning of the. ANC and other

4 p5 V5“ 6mos ””3 political organisations. They then propose a geographic federation
repression has failedto reverse theadvances made ’- is worked oruIaI aconinIuIional conference. They opposespecial

. i ' - ' ~ ~ - - _ protection or ethnic minorities,. believing that the individual' 5
by bracks [9 create ailernetwe aldmInI‘stratIve structu ‘- Iight — tobe enshrinedIn aBill of Rights- gshould take precedence

-_VrCS or their [pwnShIIpS. The qUCSIIOH 0f_ Whelhef ' over the righIs of any_ ethnicgroup. But they- want a lot, of
~ehange Is pOSSIble Without' blacks concentrating on 'devoiutijm;I of cegtral ggverriment' s executive'land legislative pow- ..

,- - - - ' . - - _ ers an ence eman some constuuttona protection for the "-'
~V‘Olence ‘5 ObVIOUSly mUCh _deba[,ed' WInnle Ma" regional components of their proposed federal system.
.dela, for one,.appea_rs i0 beiIeve VIolence should not The New Nats are to be found aInong leading Afrikaner
”be deplored at this late “age. partly because it is academics journalism. in the private sector and civil service, the

Afrikaner churches think-Iank bodies, the Broederbond and the
InCVItable, Partly because It does break down'apar- organisations underIts umbrella. Pik Botha and minister of trade

' [hcid and the white State. The danger lies in whether Dawie hde Viiliers. are the only Cabinel members considered
- - . - - sympat etic to the New Nats. Deputy minister of education Sum

E‘UCh sustained X'Qlef‘ce' tn the absence of‘organised de Beer and his counterpart at iiIIance, Kent "II”, can be
.. peopie-power , Will make the country ungoverna- considmd New NM;
bic well after the white government has gone. -. OIhcr Transvaal sympaIiIisers include well-known figures such

‘ ‘- . - - - - - as Theo Alunl. Piet Coelzer Willie Cuyler. Jun Grobler Roelf
A Lruelai goal of many pOlmcal actIVIsts now '5 Meyer. Wynund MIIIIIn. Org. Marais. Albert Nothnagcl. .Stoifel

 
to recruit more whites into the country's Vextra- van der Merwe Lukas Van Vuuren.Ve|Iie Veldman Piel Welge-
parliamentary internal opposition. The UDF is'lead- - gmedaindPLeo‘n Wcissels.Cage lI(NievéNaIsineirtlIde Hendrik Coetzer.

'ing the wooing campaign hoping to breach the vast ,_ 5::kieeL0Ii’x easid XTEI': valfi'aer'ii'i‘fl"5955;215:333 'ISIL'fa'i
_ chasm between the dying stages Of natIonalIst rule ‘~ include Cbnnie Botha,I Willie Heine and Hendrik Tempel. The
\and the foIming of a representative government. °“'5'0"“‘3‘: S’ijS'aF“ N“; E“m WW9“ B'."""”“°h 3““

' One nomIna e anus c oeman _- .321.-
{Since his_ resignation in February as leader of the " While the New Nats are not yet readyto break away frorn the

. I iVPI‘OgI'ESSIVE Federal Party (P1313), Frederick Van ZyI NP. Ihey- will probaiilly be lheh-czi‘laléséiawhlch forces BothaS
. . . I government into an a Iance WII I e- In order to keep me

Slabbei'i ha;.ai}Phed himself to the same general Afrikaner-dominated right--wing at bay. But whether the pNewcampaign. 15 HS! major engagement was a well- NaIs have the courage of their apparent convictions remain to be
pubiIeIsed speech to 2,500 pe0ple at the Johannes- 5““ 5‘0" W‘ssf‘“ AmycnqndLMfllan; ‘1??? 51“?ng V5“ dcrldMLrWCburg city hall earlier this month. , . wnnIe Io VlSll I e In usage. e eaucus to them

-- not Io. So Ihey stayed at home.
Van Zyl Slabbert has also been encouIaging con- , I -

taets between the ANC in Lusaka and extra-parlia- jégo that5 it 'was alostCause.5'.“'54 55" '~ ' "”""" '
mentary groups of the .Afrikaner establishment. A . '-The straiIIs of thepast 18 IIIonths' have been felt
~continual stream of delegations from South Africa "-‘Ithroughoiitthewhite establishment, ranging‘from I - '
to Lusaka, and the Ielsuitingjoint eommuniqués, not 5the'PFP,”theprTess,commerce. andindustry,‘ the

‘_',onlyimproves the prospects of the ANC. becoming ‘Ia-a't_.rzinks' offormer United'PartyWhite. cbnservatives.
1.:accepted as an umbrella” organisatioh, but it is also‘, ' land 10thecore 0f President Botha’S“ embattled

a shrewd psychological tactic. For sooner or later NP The last 15 the most Important. ASPTCVIOUSIY
the NP government wili' realise that it would be less .3 .I ' reported (AC V01, 26 INo22).'~ Botha':s presidency isi "e

-‘ damaging to the NP'5 own perceived interests ifIheW-‘i'gnndmg10an endr‘Not“ only are'ieadmg Afrikaner
--{":‘ANC were, ‘aliowed to be a |egitimate,'- unbanned 'politicians effectivein campaigning *for- the. presi—

" political party within the country. Anyhow. the 26-" ‘dencywbut the New Nats (see bOX).are threatening
year ban of the ANC has effectivelybeen set aside ' to bust,‘up the'already diminished. NP. The verligte/
.by black control of some townships in.western and verkramptedistinctionIs rapidly being turned by the

‘ easternCapeuA “Free Mandela”. rally in Cape Town ‘ " ~ngency- of the situation into outright division.’3m;’: ~ -
. earlierfithis'month, attended byover 2,000 people, " "-“-::Aside; from' the 30 or.: so. New'Nats (out 'of the

',saw‘ANC..fiags bythe score, ANCuniforms, rosettes I ’127--strong NP. caUCUS).Iab0Ut 355MP5.appear to
‘ and. the- .presenceeofithe IANC.iYouth BrigadeJA "f'support Chris Heunis,the. Cape leader and miniSIer
.speech .byva ieading- black~ revolutionary thinker, ' for, constitutional. development _F.W. jde .Klerk.

' Johnny Issel (who has spent most of the past"l6 'j'minister of' national education- and leader of the
years banned or detained), openly espoused the ' "dominant Transvaal NPeaucus, has a hard--core of
ANC’s aims; and 'urged the crowd to come intothe "_'about.: 28parliamentary: supporters. §,He has enthu-

open and support iI‘IMeeIings like'this are now '~-siastic baekers ~among the..1ncreasmgiy..InfiuentIal_ .'

widespread“ The official. ban on: theANC is thus: a English-speaking.IInembers; zof-II the iIgovernmenI.‘
nonsense. 21,-”; ,«'_:_~,uh, I: ”II .:Lym‘ >I- nu: 2.:inq f‘ including the arch'conservative John Wiley (minister
II, The recent court ruling on ,the invalidity of. arbi- " of environmental affairs),.Kent Durr (deputy minis-
trary‘ banning orders has led to.the unbanning’of ter of'finance), Ron Miilertdeputy minister of fore I

" nearly all the country’s main opponents of apartheid, eign affairs),I:.,and the more liberal Denis ,Worrail,‘
including even those such as Roley Arstein. an ack- “ the South African ambassador in London.‘-;Worraii,~ .
nowiedged communist. That the NP manifestly is *"who seems to have 'made the psychological transition ,_
being overtaken by events.has greatly encouraged ' from .Botha to De Klerk with astOnishing case, is
Iactivists and intellectuals who ,wereso dejected until 1' tipped fdr the constitutional portfolioIn a De Kierk:
now that.‘they had'gone almost into hibernation. 3‘-government 'I-‘Ihgwevetshort-lived it mightturn_out
\ProfessorJakes Gerwel. a leading' pro--ANCblack. ' 5to beeitqtt'mb‘s‘I'III'IliI1.1m(”VANa-ylji’r v

‘intellectual in the Cape who was recently appointed .. 'g.-T;hat leaves about.34 undeeided NP,IMPs.--£Their

rector ofthe University of.Western Cape. is address-“votecould becrucial,‘:' Equallyicrucialwill bethe. ~

1~_ing.white audiencesagain after deeiding three years '- second_-round voting “Lib?“ who optedforHeunis    
‘,_‘ ... , ..... . _ I.‘4 ._ '. 4‘ . _ _‘
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or iotetgn imniSter Pik Botha in the .first round. The
emergence of Gerrit Viljoen, minister ofcooperatlon
and development, especially, if _ he 'gets .New, Nat
support, should not be discounted. The expected
axing of two politically-discredited conservatives in
the cabinet — law and order minister L_ouis‘ Le Grange :-
and minister of communications Lapa Munnik - will
be a boost to the‘ver/igtes. " -,-.;.;.-r.t;.:.-;-1,..-,.:);,. 3.:5
V" Some analysts believe the pending disarray in white
party politics could result in a nationalist coalition
between the, NP and the 27-MP PFP in order to
keep the growing extreme right-wing parties (19 MP5)
at bay. (AC Vol 27 No 5). Others believe the collapse
of the political centre would strengthen the security
arm of government a at least in the short-term - or
even lead to an open military coup. Fearful of this
prospect, a number of worried businessmen are
urging Botha to. suspend the NP government and
form a “government of transition” of_ all races. Hisresponse, characteristically, is‘icy." ' ’ "' "" f' The future of the tricameral parliament looks moSt
shaky. MPs in the coloured and Indian chambers areinereasingly dissatisfied with'the pace of apartheid
reform, and they all share a‘ychement dislike for DeKlerk. If he were to succeed Botha. they could wellwalk out'of parliament. They 'might walk out anyhow
if legislation to restore arbitrary powers to the police
following the lifting of the state of emergency is'
pushed through parliament by‘ the NP' majority oninter-chamber committees. (The prospeet of a'walk4
out because of legislation like this has already led
to 'a “‘shoot-out” 'in ‘
Orange'lost)?’-“-“~“~'-"' " .. .1 ..the ’role of'thé’fiblieef finder "L'e’ Gréhgé’f‘has“

.u '(_r. r: :1. ., ....y

become ‘a' major stumbling ‘block' to lir‘nplementing'further reforms bf apartheid. Though Le Grétnge isa_target of the New Nats _and cannot 'e'xp'ect'tol'survive mu'ch longer~in'cabinet,'the NP 'e'a'ucus" a'ndextra-parliamentary‘s'right-wi’ng 'parties'end pressure
groups increasingly believ'e'tough policing "methods
are‘needed. Otherwise, they say, thereiwill not ‘be
enough order for' reform to be seen'to be having an
impact.-Certainly Botha’s announcement‘last week
of an amnesty for all pass-law prisoners and an end. to further Ipass-law Ia‘rrests failed 'to" have mtich"'impact at’ home; internationally it was completely
overshadowed '5' by t-tPresident "Reagan '-’and' Col.
Gadaffi. Botha‘is'now'making noises about reform-
ing the Group Areas Act, saying that it is not a ”holy
c0w”.'-'He envisages a 'erash session bf reformist
legislation in August.’As in the past. he will probablybe overtaken by events. ": h
'. .zThe reformist bills include the restoration of black
citizenship rights.) the.xgranting' of: black ’property
rights, the reform of second-tier government and theformal abolition of the pass lawsI'Most important
will be legislation to set up-thetproposeti National
Statutory Council - a forum for negotiation betweenthe NP, government‘and black leaderszh'e'febbv‘e
reform session is due a week after the NP’s extraordi-
nary'federal congress inDurban, where'Botha will

:ndt‘utlifh‘i-'~.jt:.ti i'rz'iitlb'

try to get approval l‘or-the proposed council and a - 'mandate "for the unspecified
tion of blacks.-'-'-"..";-'=:t‘I'l'n'l'ta- . ,, _
'r-‘A -version- 'of t,th’e‘iSwiss‘fcantonal -system.5‘tttselt‘
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abihetfi'We understand‘ Le ,i-“u’m. . g ‘ )-

   

-, 'to meet Mandela. Later in the EPG's recent two-week visit to

  

 

eration', is often'pondered in top government circles

.‘. ...‘ '. '.I; .'? 7-. ..L‘ I‘.~.i.‘.:. . 2.;_.;'.
;....‘ ..‘Iit'o'fl. .The day Of the EPG l- g ‘1!) t' .ltik)?!
General Otusegun Obasanjo. the former Nigerian head 'of state.and Lord Anthony Barber. chairman of Standard Chartered Ben]:and a' former British chancellor of the excheque’r. have emergedas the EPG's key figures. Obasanjo was the first African polittctan

  

 

       
       

     South Afric‘afBarber'and others also met him. and were muchimpressed. n._ ,.A - yt.;.«..‘.‘\.,a(.i,.i ..,.' 'Apart from the lifting of the ban on'the 'ANC and the releaseof Mandela, the EPG‘s main proposals are in fact made up fromBotha's own reported commitments to reform - including thescrapping of the pass laws. the restoration of black citizenshipand the accommodation of black political rights within a systemwhich respects universal franchise. I "'JW- . : _.~,._. =. The EPG is due to meet in London again next week to decide'whether to go 'ahead with another visit to South Africa in May.Meanwhile the group is working on its report for the seven-nationCommonwealth committee meeting at the end of June which willadvise on whether economic sanctions should be appliedvTheCommonwealth’s demands,’made at the Nassau summit lastOctober, are: t . ,, . -. ' . . t
o The renunciation of apartheid. accompanied by specific actionto that end. i ._i . = ., . ,m-J .
o The termination of the state of emergency. . .i ‘ ,o The Immediate. uneondltlonel release of Nelson Mandela and,-i other political prlsoners. .'.a"t; 1; t . .. ;=-~'--.'::OzThC lifting of.the ban on the ANC and the creation-.of"_'conditions of political freedom. ' , ' ' fo “The initiation, in the context of a suspension of violence bn. all sides. of a process of dialogue. across lines of colour.,,politics and religion towards establishing a non~racial and"“representative government. ' " ' ' ‘ ‘ " ‘ e '
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heen lit'ted.‘ A lot' tnore

  

So far only the state of eniergency has     

     beforeiround-table talks. ANC leader Oliver Tambo is workingwith the EPG, This could be the NP government’s last chancefor a negotiated settlement. ..iilw.’ :-~::,,~ne-.,. ~‘lun. ; . I . t ..

 

   

today.‘:The;choice'of Durban for. the NPV meeting will- .
keep'anationalist ?minds" focussed on. power-sharingz,

' , Chief Buthelezi’s KwaZulu administrationand "ele-
. ments: of .j the .swhite:rsecond-tier.i.government-.. are
l‘attendingqthe, ‘findaba?;’;,»(meeting) there’ to :find 'a
formulalfor t_he joinLadministration'of Natal'pro-
'vinceu: ' ‘. .. ‘ ‘ ‘l'. .-1.2in '21-“? 112' ..‘t m :ifl'sz‘lm --..,: 1-.H
'Iii Nationalist organs arealready-preparing the party
faithful for another change 'of-thef‘adapt or die”.-
mouldx‘This‘timethey are being~presentedr.with a
choice between national‘suicide and 'the 'forming 'of'; ’-
a new falliance 'of .‘.‘black; .brown and White demo-"'
crats’t’.i_.:'l‘here mightbe'a white.referendurn;_on':the '
matter before the end "of the ,yearngnnm :5 ml ._‘.’t:=t't
"1' Little can be expected to dome of the NPls tortured
efforts 'to .form suchzan .alliance..;Since :Botha’s
announcement in~January that he intended.to-‘form

' a statutory council. the idea has been widely discre-
dited by blacksgincluding Buthelezinlntense cabinet
discussion about appointing blackeabineh ministers
has been a non-starter for the simple reason that
there are no black volunteers,rEqually superfluous
is the idea of trying to draw Buthelezi into‘a f‘Muzor-
ewa-option’? .-‘in which ' whites would ::retain‘- real
power,. with .black :ministers 'and ' a fbla'ck president

‘ installed for show..(De,Klerk,..Who.caused.foreign

, _ himself canvassing the idea privately)‘.-‘{t.-.E:':iu~.:‘j’ttt‘f";
political "aecommoda-E ‘ "

ministerPik'Botha' to be slapped downffor talking
about the possibility of a black 'president,-tis;now

   
          

      

      

     

 

    

  
   

  

   

  

:"sl..With the NP. looking. increasingly.lost,:the‘.Com-'
monwealth’szEniinent Personsl-GrouptEPG) ;%;AC”'-f; ,

" ‘Vol 26 No 25 "-‘.'_is playing a far-mOre. important 'role___,,adapted to the dictates of'an'ethnolge‘ographic. fed-.,.,,_,_-- n1 ".i.\e-1~<-t".".l ,, .... :1“... - : Ii..ri.l.:._i._. 2“

5e21’refully-worded set of proposals on. President?
l Botha’s desk after'a low-profile visit last month. (See.
i box). International pressure on the NP government“
! threatened 'with 'economie-sanctionsf‘and financial-'.,'t.'t ': .
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.than originally1thought'possiblelhfl‘lie‘gr'oub leihal'rv‘r
in.

pressure from'its creditor banks, is at leastrhaving
some effect. A full'round-table Conference of South
:Africans is stilljust possiblefli: -,2-' ' ' '
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