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‘Free- wheehng

judge works
‘and plays har

R JUSTICE
MB de V Pick-
- ard is ...

well differ-
ent. :

At age 57, the Chief
Justice of Ciskei roars
in for duty every
morning on a large
- Honda motorbike
which he rebuilt him-
self, dressed in a
smart suit and tie and
complete with ' full-
face crash helmet.

“Motorbikes are ‘my
passion. I've ndden one
as long as I can remem-
ber,” he says. “I rebuild
them as well as old cars.
I've done up a few jeeps
and a marvellous MG.
I'm always busy: with
my hands.” :

IT’S not just bikes and
cars, either. Judge Pick-
ard built his entire holi-
day cottage near Port
Alfred brick by brick,
made most of the furni-
ture and also restores
antiques.

Born and bred" in
Delmas in the Trans-
vaal, Judge Pickard at-
tended Pretoria = Boys
High School where he
matriculated before

MR JUSTICE Pickard, author of
the Pickard report which
exposed large-scale corruption
in the Department of
Development Aid, does not fit
any conventional picture of

a judge, which is what
CAROLINE HURRY found when
she spoke to him this week.

gomg on to study law
at the University of Pre-
toria.

“I think law is in my
blood,” he says. “My fa-
ther was a lawyer and
at one stage I contem-
plated becoming an en-
gineer. But you could
say the Bar called me.”

The judge is renowned
for being as straight as a
die. One witness who fell
foul of the Department
of Development Aid had
this to say about him:
“The first thing that
strikes you about Judge
Pickard is that he will
play it
straight. You know he is
a man who cannot be
bought. I felt certain
that there would be no
cover-up.”

The judge enjoys his

completely

work as much as his
hobbies. “I'm a very en-

ergetic person. I play:
hard and work hard. As .

a result I feel very
happy and fulfilled as a
person. .

“The Pickard Com-
mission is now over,
which means I will
merely return to my
duties as Chief Justice
which generally involves
administration of the
courts.”

Although  based in
Bisho outside King Wil-
liam’s Town, he visits

Pretoria as often as he °

can to visit his two-year-
old grandson Quinton. “I
like nothing better than
enjoying a braaivleis —
meat is my favourite
food — with my family,”
he says. ;

Judge Pickard has a
son and daughter who
are both married. “My
son, too, has become an
attorney. Like I said, it
runs in the family.”

Turning to the report -

that has rocked the na-
tion in the past week,
Judge Pickard told the
Saturday Star he was sa-
tisified that the “more
obvious” criminal cases
that flowed from his re-
port were being tho-
rougly . investigated by
the police. “But I know
the police are battlmg,”
he said. “Finding proof is
the problem.”

HE SAID a fur-

ther full-scale investiga-
tion into the department
and its activities could
cost millions of rands.
“It could cost a lot of
time, energy and money
and could prove a futile
exercise that might be
better avoided,” he said. .

The judge found no
evidence that any Cabi-
net ministers = were
directly involved in the
malpractice of the de-
partment, but did' find
evidence that they were
misled from: time to
time by senior officials.
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; orters, ¥, . . we shall héve the
to break the deadlock and all
our efforts are directed to that.”

Foreign Minister Roelof Botha

“The n closed. o
ress hasgab%en made,” he said.
“There are major problems to
iron out,” he acknowledged. “But
we have no choice. The ANC has
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no choice. We must come to an
agreement for the sake of all
South Africans.

“And I have every reason to be-
gle:tq. that we can achieve just

Should a breakthrough be
achieved today, a system of “tran-
sitional - councils,” comprised of
white and black South Africans

AP PHOTO

ALL SMILES: Presldént F. W. de Klerk and African National Congress Nelson Mande-
la shake hands yesterday as Forelgn Minister Roelof Botha, left, looks on. j

‘would soon begin to preside over
the military and other government

departments.
ODESA's approval of such an

‘interim government would trigger
.the immediate lifting of Canada’s

trade sanctions against South Afri-
ca, in accordance with a Common-

wealth %Egement reached in Ha-
rare in ber last year.

Officer says
he signed -
death order
for activists

JOHANNESBURG (AP) —
An army officer admitted he
signed a military document
ordering the killing of black
anti-apartheid activists, a
newspaper reported yester-

FE F

day.
New Nation reported this
week that Lieut. Lourens du

Plessis said he signed what he .
called the “signal message”
dated June 7, 1985, on instruc-
tions from Brig.-Gen. C. P.
van der Westhuizen.

Last week the weekly pub-
lished a copy of a document
that purportedly went to the
State Security Council, which
oversaw all security matters
in the 1980s and included top
government leaders.

Opposition groups have
been demanding that Presi-
dent F. W. de Klerk’s govern-
ment resign because of the re-
K:)rts, which claim covert

illings of anti-apartheid ac-
tivists were sanctioned at the
highest level of government;,

e document, based on &
telephone conversation be-
tween van der Westhuizen
and another general, called*
for three black anti-apartheld
activists to be “permanently
removed from society.”

Two of the three were found
dead weeks later with their
faces burned off. -
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| JOHANNESBURG —

Inkaa Freedom Party supporters demonstrate outside the site of the Codesa meetings yesterday, danding that Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini

and his Kwazulu homeland government be given its own delegation at the negotiations.

(PATRICK DE NOIRMONT/Reut:

Codesa talks in danger of collapsing

Mandéla, de Klerk huddle to resolve row over constitutional decision-making

BY PHILLIP VAN NIEKERK

Special to The Globe and Mail
President
F. W. de Klerk and African National
Congress leader Nelson Mandela
held last-minute talks last night in a
bid to save the second Convention
for a Democratic South Africa from
collapse.

Earlier, the government and its
allies, including the Inkatha Free-
dom Party, failed to break a deadlock
with the ANC alliance over how big
a majority in a proposed interim par-
liament would be required for decis-
ion-making on a new democratic
constitution.

Failure to break the impasse could
lead to a collapse of the negotiations
and plunge the country back into the
civil and political strife that marked
the mid-1980s.

The government failed to respond
to an 11th-hour ANC compromise
proposal that a majority of 70 per
cent be needed for decision-making
on most aspects of the constitution,
with 75 per cent required for a bill of
rights.

The government is proposing 75
per cent for all aspects, or alternati-
vely that an upper house, or senate,
whose composition has yet to be dis-
cussed but which would represent
minorities, would have a veto over
the national assembly.

The opening of the second Codesa
was delayed for five hours as mem-
bers of the working group dealing
with the constitution-making body
attempted for the fifth consecutive
day to formulate a deal.

ANC secretary-general Cyril Ra-
maphosa emerged after several
hours to say: “We are wasting our
time. The government is not pre-
pared to take the final step and allow
a democratically elected body of
people to govern our country.”

Foreign Minister Roelof (Pik)
Botha launched a vitriolic attack on
the ANC, accusing it of being a
“Communist-Marxist school” that
favours a winner-take-all grab for
power.

Deputy constitutional minister
Tertius Delport said failure to reach

‘consensus over the decision-making

issue would deprive South Africa

and the world of what “wonderful
progress” had been made in the ne-
gotiations as a whole. .

Mr. Delport said a compromise
settlement was still possible but ne-
gotiations on the decision-making
body should continue in a relaxed
manner and not in the pressure
cooker of the convention.

However, ANC spokesmen said
other progress made in the negoti-
ations since the first convention in
December would be nullified if con-
sensus were not reached on the con-
stitution-making body, which the
ANC views as the centrepiece of any
settlement. g3

The showcase event threatened to
disintegrate into a rancorous slang-
ing match when the plenary session
began in the afternoon and several
minor parties verbally attacked the
government.

Rev. Allan Hendrickse, the leader
of the mixed-race Labour Party, said
the National Party had its back to the
wall and was trying to maintain a mi-
nority monopoly on power.

“The parties have gone to great
lengths to secure the essential checks

and balances against the abuse of p:
litical power,” he said. Unfort
nately, he added, they did not suffic
because “what the NP really wants
the rotten corpse of apartheid to ru
from the grave.”

Chris Hani, general secretary
the Communist Party, said the isst
was not one of percentages but of t!
government doing all it could to u
dermine the process of democratiz
tion. .. . .

He added that a sinister thread he
run through all the government
proposals. “They were all designc
to entrench minority power and pri
ilege.”

Mr. Hani hinted that mass actior
strikes and other means would |
used to fight the government.

The big confrontation that w
awaited — between Mr. Mande
and Mr. de Klerk — never came. (
the 19 parties represented at the co
vention, the ANC and the gover
ment were the only two that did n
speak.

Their contributions were held ov
until early today to buy extra time f:
alast-minute settlement.
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De Klerk hints
at progress

in discussions
on constitution

By Bill Schiller
TORONTO STAR

JOHANNESBURG — Acrimony
prevailed over agreement here

esterday as government and

lack negotiators clashed over the
way a new constitution for South
Africa should be written.

But late last night President
F.W. de Klerk emerged from a
one-on-one meeting with African
National Con; President Nel-
son Mandela, hinting strongly that
today’s talks could see a break-
through on ending white rule.

The two leaders are expected to
present a possible compromise
this _morning to South Africa’s
constitutional forum, the Conven-
tion for a Democratic South Africa
(CODESA).

.They convened their late-night
emergency meeting after a day of

ock over the percentages re-
quired to approve principles in a
néw South African constitution.

The ANC yesterda moved away
from its insistence that the princi
B{.es require 66.7 per cent approval

fore adoption, settling for 70 per
cent ap%rl?val.

But while the South African gov-
ernment agreed on the 70 per cent
for most principles after earlier
demanding 75 per cent, it contin-
ued to insist that any constitution-
al principle dealing with minori-
ties 75 per cent apgroval.

. That brought talks to a halt.

" The ANC and other liberation
srou s immediately charged that

e Klerk’s National party govern-
ment was still trying to retain a
white veto.

+Indeed, polls have indicated that
the National party could win more
than 25 per cent of the seats in a

ew parliament in a free and fair

ction: enough to block adoption

 Constitutional principles should -

T
~ e meelean

has not, in substance, moved away
from its desire to exercise a mi-
nority veto. We can only conclude
that what the¥l fear is democracy.”

Rev. Allan Hendrickse, leader. of
the Labor party in South Africa’s
so-called colored House of Repre-
sentatives, said: “What the Nation-
al party wants is the rotten corpse
of apartheid to rule from the
grave.”

However, the government’s se-
nior negotiator, Dr. Tertius Del-
port, insisted that de Klerk’s nego-
tiating team was not trying to
maintain apartheid in another
guise, but trying to protect the
rights of minorities. -

“What we must come up with is
a (constitution% that will take care
of the fears of many people, and
the ri%?ts of regions to have their
own characteristics and develop a
culture of their. own,” he said.

But to some in the ANC camp,
Delport’s proposal sounded much
like grand apartheid’s homelands
policy, in which blacks were
grouped in their respective ethnic
homelands and encouraged to
promote their differentness from
one another. ;

Still, the percentages and re-
gionalism weren't the only points
of contention: the role of a senate
or upper house also figured promi--
nently in constitutional disagree-
ments. - n i S

The government is insisting that
such a senate be involved in con-
stitution-making and also have a"
vote in the approval or rejection of
constitutional principles. .- -

But the ANC, fearing that such a
senate would be heavily weighted
with minorities, rejects their par-
ticipation in the constitution-mak-

et despite the clash, Mandela
sounded a note of hope even be-
fore his: l{te;nigpt “'emergency

.
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South
defeat

By Patti Waldmelr and
Michae) Holman in
Johannesburg

THE battle for political power
in the new South Africa yester-
day began in earnest.

For many frantic hours, the
two largest political groups,
the mainly white National
Party and the mainly black
African National Congress

i (ANC), clashed and retreated,

fought and finally abandoned
hope of deciding whether
South Africa should be gov-

| erned by majority rule, or by

power-sharing.

It was a momentous failure
of will by those charged with
determining the political
future of South Africa. Only
two months after the stunning
referendum victory in which
white South Africa finally
voted out apartheid, hopes of
multi-racial power-sharing
were frustrated yet again and
violence looked set to inten-
sify.

An agreement already
reached to establish a multi-ra-
cial interim government can-
not now be implemented.
Multi-party control of the secu-
rity forces, crucial to contain
the violence which has left
11,000 people dead since 1984,

fr1ca S bltter foes snatch

from the i jaws of victory

cannot be established.
Remalning economic sanc-
tions, which would largely
have been lifted on installation
of an interim government, will
remain in place. Normalised
relations with the World Bank
and International Mounetary
Fund (IMF) remain a distant
prospect. Popular protest will
intensify, under the direction
of the ANC which is likely to
stage a gencral strike. South
Africa risks a period of even
worse political violence. Mr
Chris Hani, Communist Party
leader, threatened last night
that Codesa would “hear the

- voice of our mobilised masses.”

Angry ANC officials yester-
day accused the government of
sabotaging democracy, and
insulting them to boot. Govern-
ment negotiators reverted to
the Cold War rhetoric of the
apartheid past, accusing the
ANC of wishing to impose a
“Communist-Marxist” constitu-
tion on South Africa.

Voices shook with anger, or
failed altogether under the
strain of days of crisis talks. A
furious Mr Joe Slovo, senior
leader of the ANC, accused the
government of insisting on a
minority veto: “We can only
conclude ... that what they
fear, like nothing else, is

democracy.” But Mr Pik Bolha,
the foreign minister, called
democracy. to his defence as
well, claiming that the govern-
ment supports democratic fed-
eralism; he damned the ANC
for wanting a centralist, uni-
tary and majoritarian state.

The opposing camps
have no alternative but
to return to Codesa...
whether in a week, a
month, or a year

The fragile trust built over
the past four months in the
conference rootms of the Con-
vention for a Democratic South
Africa (Cadesa) — where hun-
dreds of officials spent thou-
sands of hours in the unfamil-

iar practice of talking to one

another - did not survive the
day. The 19 parties to the talks,
representing liberation leaders,

discredited homeland govern-'

ments, ethnic leaders and the
government, acknowledged
deadlock. Mr Zach de Beer,
leader of the liberal Demo-
cratic Party, bemoaned the fact
that “defeat has been snatched
from the jaws of victory.”
South Africans watching yes-

terday s slanglng ma(ch on
)'1

national television must ha\,e
found it difficult to understand
the root of the dispute. But
behind the complex proposals
tabled by both sides lay a basic
disagreement ovar how:dec
sions should be taken in ’:\he
elected body which will ‘evin-
tually write a post- apanheld
constitution.

The National Party tabléd
proposal after proposal
designed to allow it, in alliancde
with other ethnic minority par-
ties, to veto decisions of the
constitutionmaking body; This
would be achieved enher by
imposing a requirement ihat
decisions be taken by 75 per
cent majority; or a specially
elected senate, with dispropor-
tionately large representation
for regional and minority
groups, would veto decisions of
the main body. The ANC pro-
posed a two-thirds majority
(which it assumes would
exclude a National Party veto).
It offered to accept a 70 per
cent majority (with 75 per cent
to approve the bill of rights),
but then insisted that a popu-
lar referendum be called if that
majority could not be achieved.

But when the last acrimaoni-
ous word had been said to the
television cameras, the 400 odd
delegates filed sombrely’ 1;§Lq

[ 8

_the conference hall to debate

again. Delegates agreed that
Codesa had reached deadlock
but not disaster.

It is not clear whether the
constitutional talks at Codesa
will continue , or whether the
warring factions will observe a
ternporary or extended truce.
But from the two opposing
camps — the ANCled group,
which included IJiberation
movements and some home-
land governments, as well as
the government-led group,
which included the Zulun
inkatha Freedom Party and
other ethnic parties — the mes-
sage was the same. They have
no alternative but to return to
Codesa... whether in a week, a
month, or a year,

When they do, they will
come with eyes open and illu-
sions dashed, and each will
know his enemy much“smore
clearly than hefore. Minds will
have been concentrated on the
real battle ahead.

As one veteran negotiator
commented, a propos the talks
which brought Namibian inde-
pendence: “There are two ele-
ments to any successful negoti-
ation: fear and pain." Early or
late, those two forces will pro-
pel South Africans back to the
negotiating table.

Deadluck but not vet disaster: N,
from cenference television light

ey
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‘No breakdown’ in
SA negotiations

NELSON MANDELA last night met
President I W de Klerk in &n attcmpt to
break the deadlock between African Na-
tional Congress and government negoti-
810rs in the multi-party Convention for a
Democratic South Africa (Codesa).

Mr Mandcla said that the talks were
“substantial”, and Mr dc Klerk said that
there would not now be a breakdown in
negotiations, but neither explained how
the deadlock would be broken,

Earlier in the day the planned celebra--
tion of @ new spirit of political reconcilia-
tion at the Codesa Two plenary feil ca-
lamitously flat after the two main players' -
failed to.reach agrccment on onc small,.
but critical, element on the way forward
to a new'constitution.

Addressing a press confcrence after
proceedings had ended for the day, Mr
Mandeia was cxtraordinarily concilja-
tory, especially in the light of earlicr
comments by younger ANC lcaders,
both announcing the government had
precipitated the failure of' Codesa Two,
Mr Mandela said it would have been na-
Ive for anyone 10 belicve there would be
no deadlocks in Codesa. “The point s,
we should have the will to breask the
deadlock, and all our efforts urc directed

- to that.,”

Ile did warn, however, that the pos.
sibility of the ANC taking to the strcets
on a “'mass action” campaign should not
be excluded, . :

Mr Mandela’s optimism rested in part
on the fact that on. questions of princis
ple, “working groups” appointed by the

1

From John Carlin
in Johanncsburg

19 parties in Codesa reachcd wide agree-
menl in the last four months of ncgotia-
tions. Mosl importantly, it was agreed
that & transitional government whose
task it would be to draft 2 new constitu-
lion would be clected by the cntirety of
the South African

the mechanics had been decided too,

« In the cnd yesierday the difference
between the country's two lcading politi- -
cal players was numcricaily quantifiable: .
5 per cent, Incvitably the figure centred |
on the critical question of pawer, of who

decides what the post-apartheid political
system will look like.,

Yesterday the scheduled start of the
Codesa Two plenary was delayed when
negotiators sat down at 8am (o attempt

.10 resolve the deadlock on the majority

that will be required in the assembly of
the transitional government for constitu-
tional resolutions to be approved.

+ At that point the position of the gov-

etnment was tliat the figure should be 75
per cent. The ANC wanted two-thirds,
The parliamentary - Democratic Party
wanted 70 fcr cent, with a special pro-
viso that 75 per cent should be the ma-
jority to pass a bill of rights, -
Proceedings started with the ANC an.

* nouricing they were prepared to shift up-

wards and embrace the DP position. The
government rejected this compromise,
But they did say they would accept 70

pulation. Most of .
: lastigap the negotiating teams walked
“out. shortly before 3pm and the ANC

“ment,” said the ANC secretary-general,

per.cent on all issues cxcept those per-
laining to the composition of regional
and local government. In this area they
would not budge on.75 per cent.

Thus, as DP chief negotiator Colin_
Cglin put it: “The fact is that there is*
very significant agreement snd the ques-
tion of whether regionalism should be:
protected by 70 or 75 per cent is the only’
fornial matter outstanding.” . :

All efforts having failed to bridge this .

strode to the press conference hall, “It is
with a’preat measure of disappoint-

Cyril Ramaphosa,” “that we must an-
nounce that Codcsa Two has failed.” Joe
Slovo, chairman of the South African
Communist Purty, summed up the ANC
alliunce's view: “The government has
not in substance moved away {rom its
desire 1o exercisc minority veto aver the
futurey’ Government ncgotiators were
next to take the floor. Tertjus Delport,
depury minister of constitutional affairs,
said they had made concession after
concession but the ANC had not agreed |j
on a compromise.

B The scandal over aileged South Afri-
¢in army hit squads decpened yesterday,
Reuter reports. The weekly New Nation
published an alleged confirmation by
army Licutenant Lourcns du Plessis that
he signed a military memorandum in
1985 proposing the assassination of four |
activists including the anti-apartheid |
lcader Matthew Gloniwe,

SR
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The. ANC camp, hew-
-ever, is firm that 70-per-
.‘cent agreement is ad-
squate. . . :
The goverament is also
.determined that an Upper

House. or Separe’ be in-
" yolved in any changesic a

furure constitution. The
ANC rejeets this. '
Both - major

_ The chief Natjonal Par-

ty megodator, Dr Dawic .

de -Villiers, said the

. breakdown in Working
 Group Two was not the -
‘ governmenr’s fault, '

" He. défended the gov-

. emment’§ stance o8 75
. percent: majority on re-
~gionalism. saying it did

" pot suppart minority rale
bot peither did it support

-+ ! “merc majoritariznism’”. .

" He. also defended the:

| 'governmenr’s position on
|\ 2 Schnate, saying leading °

democracies incorporated

ment in Working Group

s . Two.,

parties.
__ agree-on the issue of 73 .
pRreent’ agrerment on 3

©. . Bill oL Righus.”

R R e b A

If the constitation-mak-
ing body was unable to

reach a 70 percent: cops

sensus, but reached more
than 30 percest, 2  nat-
jopal ‘referendom would
b2 held with a two-thirds

' majoriry being eacugh to

approve the mew consti-

* tution.

" At a later Press confer-
ancs the AN s Moham
med  Valli Moosa con-

* firmed the proposal had

bean laid on the table yes-

terday morning, but said_

it ‘was “one. possible;
. mechanism™.

Elaborating, he said
now that the ANC and its
allies had shifted-froma
two-thirds majority te 70
peréant = agreement on
nost issues conceming 3
new constitution, a.
*“deadlock-breaking
ruechanism” was ucuvuw- -

"The ' conventon  at--
tracted international at-

'new . coustituion  be

3

B P e L e R Rt TN

'such’ bodies in their con-

S ‘ government also !
“i} “acensed the! ANC of in-
‘troducing @ DeW coneept
“iaro constitudon-making .
- '| doring - yesterday's Tlast
.| ditch. . atrempts at agres-

. .|’ drawn up in'$ix months._ ‘ )

tention. Diplomats rep-
resenting countries from
Japan to Argentina were
present, while ar the gates
to the venue ~— Kempton
Park’s World. Trade
Centre — protesters rang-

“ing from Christians de-

manding the presence of
God at Codesa to Zulus

. insisting their king be rep-

ragsented . proscneed 2
eolerfal’ and oolsy, side-.

show. — Sapa.

'@ See Page Fonr.

|17 woitd tiave been

e R MO e e | haive for .anyone 1o -
: 5, Rhneinding that & be no deadlocks " in
., frames, dei S : ‘Codesa. ANC leader

yesterday evening.
*~=The point .is. we

Jshoutd have the will .t

break the deadlock. and

- Jall: our ¢fforts ure Ci- |-

rected tu that,” he told a

;| Press bricfing after Co-{-
| dea 1) citjoutiied,

. ‘Mr Mandela said - he
liad no renson to hefiéve

"} Codésa: bad “failed and

e was confident there

*§ would be goud progrem
‘§in1he munths ahead.: .

Nelson-Mindcla said

" Codssa was. ot the

" only method of adding
momenmum to the acgo. .
* tiation process, but he
" would. not be drawna on
-wiat he meant. by this .

stotement. . o

“We cn't. exciude
mass action.. but-there
are a- wide varisty of |-
other - strategies.” —
Sapa.

o
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STATE Presidewt De
- Klerk und Alvicon Nug-

lomn!  Cangross - pres!-

dent Nelson Muwdeln

will lcll the Codega
enary sesslon “tadny

“how- lhey imtenl 1o

dent with 1he doadiock

wyey constitailonul

principles,

M owvise yan e [liten
10 oy addresses 1gpnug-

1w M Maude ks sl wt

“thie concluslon af u et

lulg ISt b - with Mr De
K

erk i tha Nutlenl Var-

ty's Codesu suite, -

“We have taken ol
moge thi wp o lie
sull, Ve meeting e
been “subsiumal”,

Me e Klerk, on leay-
ing e Worll Fiade
Centie,  confinnenl  (hut
Shgir dhiscusslon swould be

- rellectad In thely speeches

tudkuy.

. Satwpduy would e w

day ¢ move lorwanl jnn -

uegallatlon prucess. ppd
wonkl uot be u breuk.
divwn, ho saild,

‘Tha expectatlon Is thnt
the twa  lenders  lve

founil sume wiy o breas; -

the dendipek,

They are dve te open
praceedings wnhy - jnd
clase off dlie debule on

[t B

Q".
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- =the 3 way forwaru Mr

. DeKlerk is scheduled 10

" speak fisst and ' Mr Man-.
‘dela  immediately - after -

"Senior negodators on -

“ both sides were called 0

snalcgmevmgs with the :.
-. two leéaders aftar the Co-

U desa T¢ ‘Dlenarv was ad-
e Jom'ncd.

- They
£ or.hern privare.

-+ "Later they wer‘ joimed
" by ANC secretary-gensr- -
~""al Mr Cyril ‘Ramaphosa,
. ’and the new Minister of

 Constitutional ‘Develop- -

. dependent on agreement

ment. Mr Roclf Meyer. ;

- Oply a fewr percenrage’

¢ .' poinzs i respect of qual

-fying majorities'in a cop- .
- sttution-writing p-oaess .

g Sepaate the:two parties.

. “The- Minister- of ' For-

ex..mAffans Mr Pik Bo-

w:.nm.::x° formzﬂawouldbe
'_'found.

et faie

AIrheANCofﬁx Mx‘: ¥
2 Manaeh'was joiried- by -
+' the movement’s 10p 2ego- -

. gdators-and- advisers fcr a

" 90-minute .. preparatory .
v-...»sssmn berm-- th: meet-.

i mg.

"‘, was the subject. of @ccn—
.. "latdon ‘' mroughout

** ‘afrernocn aftar the: nego-. ;

- ‘tiadpg teams in' Working i - =
"M, Instice Ismail - Ma-

: homed.,

-.Grouu Two, finally con-
.:wdeddzattherﬂwasaﬁ-
:'_nalbr-*akdcwn. L

Alcadcxsmprescuebrd

became: the “only. logieal .

rben ‘met each

. jolned-- the - State" .

: Prs:dcntrorzhe pre-talks
- NP'conference ‘and pre- -
. dicted confidently thar a

-The. las‘-ditch a::cmpt o

wh:ch muld : have

national repereussions.
Failure. by today t

-show dcfmue progmss *o-- :

“wards an interim’ govern-

.. ment and a-constitution-"

1:1:11;11}'r Body will place
the u'edibihq' of Cod&:

in doubt”

~ The urgencv of m Tes-

cue: bid ‘was- cmpnanscd_

by the terise. atmosphere

prevailing in the corridors:

: 'as officials and: suvpomna e
: staff moved 0-and: out of :
offices heavily guarded by

presideatial securiry, staif,
‘Agreement cn other is-:
sues at Codesa is moe}v'

‘In Working Group. Two,.

- which deals with: cgnsum

dopal issues. -

nary session of Codesa
about 10, $tart, the Gucial

Worling Group Two had’
sdll gov rm‘lv:d &‘Ecr-

.2ness.

‘minates. | -

That .75. mmnt..s ey
tended itself to some six
. hours '— . with listle or--
: no:hmg to :show despitc
intensive dosed-door qe=- -

. gotiations. |

Whep the’ plenary ses*
sion reconvenad i mid- -
: _1ew50ur.hA.tnmn consn-
_m.uon.

’Iheoovemment and TS e
_ aﬂiware insisting that re-- -

-afne.moon, co-chzn—nzn :

suggmed a re-
- vision of the oﬁual pro-
.gramme — saying pro-
- ceedings * should e:‘fec—-
uvelvbe:evezsed. T

fm-.
" reaching loczl ‘3nd imter= .-
 “way forward” for Code-.
. sa be moved up the sched-
ule for immediare- dis-
cossion, effectively. ruling- o
out debate on progressre- -
“"ports.of four of Codesa’s

.Working:
progress: r:port.

 With the sccond nle,

With. proeedings ba.m- ;

Iy 20 minuzes old, Code- -
sa’s management COMTMIL- . .
Tee conceued 1020 ANC. .
request ior: an adjourn- .:
ment for an: hom' ‘and: 15 &

He m,,wcd am:ds’
some. ‘protest, . that . the

five working groups. .
Amoeng i profesters

was' the Bophnthatswana.
:‘Governmant, whose del-
. egare argued that thé ter-
Atory’s r

... reservanons
agamsr remcorporanoa
had aot beer induded in
.Group, Four's

Mr - Justice Mai:omcn

-ismissed. the objection,

. saying, MBOphuLh‘.:swana

*would be able 10 voiceits

rese-vauons ata’ later 3

- stage..’

stcnsaon on he. v.-=y

ap.-.-n 10 the: foor.

-forward was then throwa

Several . cpdcczﬁ 2

tempied 1o dowaplay the

- problems plaguing Work-
‘mg Group.Two, 2ithongh

others took 2 hard lize.
SA " Communist Party
geaeral secmy Mr

Cb.rxs Ham,,was blimt..

- =Codésa is: dmdlockeo. A .
; 1he told delegates. i

. The: blzme‘“nmst be A e

he - prmc?al dcadlocl».cr

. '—the SA Goverament™.

. Atdissue is the pcm:nt-

: agc agreement aeeded in

g ﬁ:mly at:the door of '

National - Assembly, . .. .
mndated 10" draw: 111 1 s S

gional issues require a 75.

.myou:ofanimpzs:

e

KD

Sarcox

_percent’ majority-in .the-. - v -
" - specalled Lower House. ~ . . .l

§61¢ ¥51Q
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Deep, deep trouble

in Diepm

DIEPMEADOW Town Clerk David
Mabalane has revealed that the Soweto
City Council is in the process of at-
tempting to repossess the Diepkloof
Extension Hostel which he claims was
“fraudulently and corruptly” leased
two years ago. v
In April this year the council unila-
terally cancelled the 1990 lease agree-
ment with the Ivory Tusk Consortium.
The Agreement had been signed on
the council’s behalf by the now sus-
pended Town Clerk JF de Jager and
the late Mayor of Diepmeadow Moses
Khumalo. ; ‘
Mabalane also revealed that as a

result of investigations carried out by
the present Soweto Council and the

Transvaal Provincial Administration
into fraud, bribery, corruption and mis-
conduct of the previous council, sever-

al top council officials had been sus-'

pended in March this year.
They were: Town Clerk De Jager,

Housing Director Jooste: Mothapo,

‘Management Committee ' chairman

Frederich Phiri and two legal advisors,
O

S Monyatsi and S Mazibuko. - - g
The council’s chief legal  advisor,
Aldred Maheppy, revealed that other

allegations not related to ‘the ‘Ivory

Tusk deal currently under investiga-

tion included misappropriation of
council funds involving millions of -

rands and the theft of council cheques
to the value of R3,2 million. ' .

He said investigations found that the
Ivory Tusk Consortium was in fact

not a legally registered company, and -

showed the Saturday Star documents
to back up this claim. Sy

The lease had purported to transfer
the entire complex of the Diepkloof

Hostel — consisting of the ,land»,an_g. 345

meadow -

4

JOE LOUW
housing units — all for the sum of
R862 500. : ;

According to Maheppy, not only did
Ivory Tusk not tender for the hostel,
but the council never received any
payments from the company.

One part of the contract specified
that Ivory Tusk was supposed to up-
grade the hostel and turn it into family
sectional units. None of these improve-
ments had, been made according to
Mabalane. ol

Godfrey Mokgoatjana, the council’s
new chairman told the Saturday Star
that he “went public” with the facts of

. corruption and fraud because he did
~not want the present council “tarred
with the same brush” as the previous

council.
Trespassing

He also revealed that the council had
- asked the Transvaal provincial auth-

. uorities to launch an ‘“Article 3” in-
- “vestigation into the previous council’s

activities, . DAL

Maheppy reported that the council
had attempted this week to repossess
the offices at the hostel but that work-
men sent there to change locks refused
to go into the hostel without police pro-
tection. e o

“Police are telling us the matter is
in abeyance until they get a court
order,” said Maheppy, “But we fail to
see why that is necessary”. ;

The council has also demanded back
R1,2 million in rents collected by Ivory
Tusk from residents of the hostel and
threatened to lay charges of trespass-
ing against the consortium unless it
immediately vacated the premises.

R R S A o R P, 5
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Re-examine township rents, .- .-
~_'say residents

RENT boycotts arouhd the province have left many townshii) councils bankrupt, and the ANC !

NON-payment of rent and service charges is
nothing new. For years, thousands of town-

ship residents in Natal have not been pay-
ing because of dissatisfaction with the town-
ship council system and its services. Max
Mamase of the South African National Civic
Organisation (SANCO) says the boycotts
were meant to make townships difficult to
administer and to stop financing “apart-
heid” structures. :

After negotiations, in some townships,
residents agreed to pay service charges, but
the question of arrears still remains. Many

local authorities in townships around the -

country have been feeling a financial
squeeze for years and are collapsing. The
ANC is on record as supporting rent boy-
cotts and has suggested methods of settling
them. ANC local government spokesman in
the Midlands Reggie Hadebe says the future
government will have to write off arrears
completely, and negotiate ways in which
people can resume payments of rents.

The situation differs from township to

-argues arrears will have to be wri

They had been boycotting because of the
council system, what they saw as lack of
interest by the now-defunct Department of
Development Aid to ‘work towards ending
instability in townships as well as griev-
ances regarding water, electricity and re-
fuse removal charges. Imbali Residents’
Association chairman Titus Thenjwayo said
residents have started paying service
charges but the question of arrears will be
discussed formally along with other prob-
lems -they have with authorities. He said
residents feel the DDA was responsible for
the non-payment because of their “poor”
services.

Edendale landlords face an implicit boy-
cott. Edendale Landowners Association
chairman Attwell Ntuli says tenants refuse
to pay site rents, demanding to buy the sites.

LAKELA KAUNDA reports.

unsatisfactory services rendered by the

Ningizimu town council. MEC for local gov-

ernment Tino Volker says discussions have
been going on between the civic organisa-
tions and the councillors with the NPA as
facilitators. He says the NPA has provided

funds for the upgrading of the water supply

to Lamontville. “The argument to justify the

service boycott therefore no longer ap-

plies,” hesaid. :
Lechisa Tsenoli of the Southern Natal
Civic Organisation refuted Volker’s state-
ment saying a retired engineer found the
piping system in Lamontville has never
been maintained properly and will always
cause problems. “They raised water from
18c per kilolitre to 75¢. Until such time that
there is a proper water reticulation system
residents cannot pay the rent.” He added

tten off and new rent structures negotiated with communities.

v

houses since the 60s. In-all fairness they
should be rightful owners of the houses.”

Another problem area in Natal is Sibong-
ile township in Dundee where there has
been a boycott since 1985. After meetings
between the councillors, the ANC and the
NPA it was resolved that residents will start
paying service charges and the rentals will
be discussed later. The NPA pledged to ap-
point an administrator since the councillors
do not form a quorum. He was appointed
last month. However, the ANC has objected
to the administrator working with coun-
cillors and has threatened to continue with
the boycott. .

“It is in the community’s interests to pay
otherwise they will not get services,” says
Volker.

Hadebe said the NPA has been dishonest.

township around the province. Locally, Im-
bali residents agreed to resume paying ser-
vice charges after a three-year boycott.

In Durban’s Lamontville township resi-
dents have not been paying service charges
for about three years, their grievance being

that the residents demand houses be trans-
ferred to them rather than sold.
“Some of them have been renting these

“We had reached an agreement that the ad-
ministrator will liaise with a structure to be
elected by the community. We were sur-

prised when he was received by the three
remaining councillors who do not constitute

a quorum, have no mandate, and some do
not even live in the township. Also the town
clerk has issued letters to residents de-
manding full payments, reneging on our
agreement.” /

The secretary for the KwaZulu Depart-
ment of the Interior said there is no formal
boycott in their townships, but some resi-
dents are either not paying rent in full or
not paying at all. g

Mamase of SANCO argues that lqcal nego-
tiations are the only solution to bring about
total payment of rent and service charges.
“That can come about through the accep-
tance by the authorities of a single tax base
system of local government.” <

Hadebe says the township problems will
not end while local government structures

' remain fragmented. He finds the govern-

ment’s restructuring of local government to

| be unacceptable. “They want to !ntegrate

| existing unpopular, undemocratic struc-

tures such as the ethnic councils and local
affairs committees. We need to start g

resh,” he said.
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Arhiy paper
heaps praise”
on 32 Battalion

5 H
itali villain of the -
RIA —The 32 Baitalion, alleged villain o
gg&ﬁ:‘%nk raid in which two residents were killed,

( i saulted, Shot : it e
irec womesi raped and scores of residents assau &
g;l;ege‘z.n he‘aped with praise and heralded as a cham | d d

pion of law and order in the SA Army mouthpiece.

Uniform, s 3 .
thwo articles concerning 32 Battalion dominate

Uniform’s May front page, one dealing with P}gg&;
Park and the other with a parade in which 1;1&1:1 0;9
of the controversial unit were »resented with more
nedals.,
thangng?gn’; quored the inspector-general of thte g‘/(\;
Army, Major-General F.S. Mulder, spf.fellklng tfe i
medal parade, as saying 32 Battalion v‘«xl no»w
banded, contrary to “mary unfounded rumours -
The retaliatory raid on Phola Park on Ap’n 8 a)j
32 Battalion members i cu *f._:nt!y un:der m\' ?fe:’gﬂ -
tion by the Goldstone Cammissici. Residents a .
the soldiers ran amok in the squatter camp, pa n;g
people out of shacks and beating tk}emqup, rag
women and firing wiidly with automatic rif es. futins
The SADF’s initial respolx}se was to deny claims
isconduct by 32 Battalion. -~ -
Ofxmlglorlnilce said aftei" the raid they were -mvgsngtahtlzg
two cases of murder, one of attempied mur eri_ mzli- |
rape cases, 47 cases of serisus assault, fgu% owever
cious damage to property and two of thet.l_ c;‘ bt
yesterday police corfirmed that no 32 Battalio e
bers had been charged yet although severa g
pointed out by witnesses at the ;-dez’.t_mcgqc?‘x; pare e
Uniform said in its lead yeport it \:11}1 ea{:/ ~u‘"
story of that fateful night i{o the founf, oui_v{_.v m; sﬂ
state that it is our belicfthat the Aa‘c‘ts ‘o b?:}rut %;0}1 "
a court of law will be signifizantly d'lffa,‘f?r-, o i
thos = reported by varicus 1 Yf)porﬁfsé«.’fm ra 5
cal organisations with a g axato grind” '

z w4
Geldstone to heat™
paper’s allegafions

Z0 issi will on

TOWN — The Geoldstone pomr.m.,s_xon c
gdggzrgoid a preliminary hearxcngnlcxétlnt; 1txllmge ‘2:21;3
il spapel’s allegations )
g‘cﬁlicenlf;vseg gnd operations in the southern Trans

vaal, commission chairman Mr Justice Goldstene said l

in a statement yesterday.

This follows a reguest by the SA Police to inquire |

intothe allegations.

e 4o ppeareission will Gecide |
After the hooring, Lo Comnssiva wiil to the |

Al < e to inquire into
whether to establish a committe a regarded by some of the

allegations.

) o i ion Group |
Meanwhile, the Anti-Censorship Action ! Eronchat]

yesterday condemned Law .'md] _Ordeir1 ll\ii:;.e»ctgrrltisetx‘(;
' i icew L
Kriel’s warning that the police v S %
323 publication of al}egatlc;nt.c tu’ poé“:grrsndl;s/?n:gaci;st
“The interdicts brought (on lnursday) "
the “zékly ‘Mail and Vrye Weeko&x_a show _t‘létiell;:l(\gx:lel
ca;mot tolerate serutiny Lty a free press ?réa'a
i revent it,” a statzment said.
i wer to preventit,” 2 statzment said, )
v th%x]rerCAG alpso criticised the lg’qrr,mi_ (‘f I:;o_nurnal
ists from Thurgday’s police raid ¢ Phola Farl 2
“Tr 2 minister's elaim tha. these. rs.;go b Bze
unsubstantiated is clearly comramczeij by the i o
of evidence suprorting recent newspaper

sures.” — Sapa.

! JOHANNESBURG — Ip- '

i katha Freedom Party
\ chairman in ‘Alexandra
. and administration clerk
| atthe township’s council
Simon Nxumalo was yes-
| terday assassinated by
| unidentified gunmen
while on his way to work:

Police said Nxumalo

- Was shot from behind
while walking in Second
Avenue in the Johannes-
burg north township at
7.30 am. He died at the
township’s clinie.

representative at

Codesa Bruce Anderson,

said in a statement his

organisation “is shocked

- and totally dismayed” at
the assassination.

“The IFP is numb with
shock. Nxumalo was a
man who was respected
and liked by even his
political opponents. He
was a leader in negotia-

_tions with the African

National Congress and

made marked headway

in his efforts to achieve
peacein Alexandra.” :

P spokesman in Dur-

ban Kim on called

" on all organisations and

community members to

; lclcizm‘e together to bury

m.

Alexandra’s National
Peape ‘Accord interim

. crisis committee said in

2 statement Nxumalo
was also a superinten-
~dent at Madala migrant
workers’ hostel, which is

community as an jF‘P
. “The ANC, IFP and the

 interim committee abso-
lutely condemn  this
© action,” they said. o
. The PWV region of the .
- ANC also yesterday con- *
demned the assassin-

.« ation. — Sapa-Witness

" Reporter.
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‘Enough to make even
a hardened doctor cry

light-hearted columh he
urbing phone call.

Y 73

KHABA MKHIZE abandons a
: planned to write after a di

It is exactly 10.05am Friday morning. 1 ...howmuchmore evidence is needed?”
started writing this column 10 minutes ago. At 10.28, colleague Lesley disturbs my
Five paragraphs 1 have penned, SO far. attentionandl turn round. Her face somer-
. LittledoIrealise the ramifications of a tele- saults and she stammers. “QOh, I am SOITY,
phone calll attend to.I fumble, try to steady why do you look so upset, your face is terri-
my fingers, I feel the skin on my head go  bleis it because I have disturbed you...”
numb and the hair coiling with the sensa- [ assure her that it has nothing to do with
tion as my eardrum soaks in thchnten_ts. her. After fumbling through the doctor’s
With the new smoking restrictions i the story, her face flushes with an indescriba-
office I have an impulsive crave todashout-  bleexpression.

cide to light a cigarette to steady my nerves “I have never seen your face like this. . ",
. Bloody me, the experience of the past she too gropes for words. “I also feel like
seconds is mentally overwhelming. crying right now.” e

The caller is a doctor I have known for the She then reminds me about about the

last dozen years. She is a very strong and A A

tough-willed practioner, and I had always ;%Eto 21fe ig:g'ﬂ?rtngl:r:.‘ efg:gt}“:‘: r&er:;g

felt she had nerves of steel. Khaba?” asks Martin Williams. “Absolutely
The paragraphs 1§ hgve written are nOW  nothing,” 1 apologise. “My mindis...”

peeling off from today's pianued Saturday The meeting lasts just under ari 'h'Olll‘ and

topic. An hour ago I had assured our dail ; : :
mgrning meetingg that 1 intended writing g 1 am back at the terminal recording the doc-
; tor’s case history. I now struggle to recap-

light-hearted column. My topic, 1 had an- : ;

nounced gleefully, would be taking the’ ture her words since my train of thougl.\t has

mickey out of the curfew. (Something like been broken. This bit I remember wsll.

Sweetwaters is also under the 9 pm curfew What must happen now Khaba? xlhere

and as such editor David Willers and myself 4o You think this country 1S going to? Only
The gazette would Hmm ... hmm’s” from me. This man was

gery of a new South SO hungry... for 48 hours he had not eaten

Africa had it listed “black Sweetwaters”). because he had tried to go to Edendale Hos- ¢ FOOTNOTE: The man was a dmitted at a

f hi ) pital for treatment, but as you know, there | . / v
Ovzi?:\:iblg Ie:(vll)grli.zg?ée;m) rg;allsu?i(:ﬁt%: was no one to attend to him (the hospital flty %o;gltal where a doctor attended to him
closed to new patients because of the staya- ast Friday night — the same night that Min-

%\grtl‘(‘etw huinourtt)uily lzzﬁer ‘in tgis g@fc‘;& Wik} : ister of Law and Order Hermanus Jacobus
islsgtill!}g:s h'mus S Aare e episode while "Ye decided to g0 to the bush to hide. He Iéro;zlr:lrﬁne? (t;he ‘tltmei‘t Ntlieclsara&on in _the:
S fer. Khaba, 1 heard about your tifg  Wwas fearing the light of day, fearing thatthe aseln azeﬂ; OF Ay ’hcll 2 stlgtxgg.
last Saturday with the ‘32'. Sorry about that. police may see him again and finish him off tu& rb& lwamle d?’:fg ogzm:g t btlpub “ie 1S
To cut a long story short ... W€ are not ... he was so hungry that when we gave him /are'oéézf" - t;;’ notm'a : puhew viosenee
allowed to take pictures of victims of the :ﬁ:&@;”g“,’,h he literally swallowed itwithout 4504, n:w'gatormea:e'fns %&%t gf;‘:em-
i i ve taken ing. S 4
.;ﬁé::;regpﬁ?::x‘s&oli1‘{’:&:&2 ?ny dti:gust.ti Then the doctor who has been in practice (o w‘:’ng{éhf land aretnheecessa:'y to e;r::ble;;w
have never seen anything like this in my for more than 15 years broke down and ' o4 maz'nten: mr;ubl' sqf;lgrofrfd gesonct
life, except in movies. In the concentration cried over the phone. Thisis the firsttimein gt o en'tnc;‘g{l b:? od:'st ‘rlba - ﬂ:imis-
campsof Hitler, yes.. . my life  heard someone cry on line. ey m g public disturoance, G-
e 30-year-old man from Imbali was 50 “This man is dying Khaba; he will never oA S wg"’fr e cned and
badly assaulted, his whole thorex, chestand ~ 3€¢ the new South Africa ... his back and  ;,consitive d.et:aze 150 uml& ormel e
D was bleeding. He was sereaming with front are all messed up. In medical termino-  oyp opini I8 h“ opl_mogg :“ conisubt e
pain and, speaking perfect English, said he. logy :l"'e hcall tt‘nails }realsl;, swollen %»en The prgvi;?nl;spol?ct: g?nisggres?it:ia{nti&;g—'
was afraid he was going to die. He said he wounds, he was bleeding, he ' amess. DoC- ¢ the peak of the violence — that in his

h h t ” . i nd
had been sjamboked by 2 black uniformed - tgl;:gg:’g;ec‘fiyc'ﬁz; x?:rd?rs%a:g’eatg:ggﬁ opinion there was no need for a commission

men in Imbali. ; : of inquiry into the causes of the violence.
“Forwhat? 1 asked him’. dies and all the works, and we are hardened oot it like five years later!

wBecause 1 am ANC, he replied. and don’t cry easily. : B Victims’ opinion is that th
wBecause R an by does the tate Prest- | SO of the stuff she has emotionally spa’ e T dolng t0 nvite o
dent continue to shake hands \with Mandela  outin sobs, is 5o painful to me that I feel my P.S. Yesterday morning, a city doctor also

b : . Instead system heating up. My turn for crying sil- B P

;‘;dfr%u}gﬁ;‘g‘ggggf: gecvt;?g:; whi!;tse e{;e ently inside my hardened psyche, happened 'r‘;‘:.‘mg'tf’th“‘f thtat hg 18 treat‘ning three

process of Codesa is moving at snails’ pace when she made the remark that also L lenﬁ with burst eardrums and sio' €%
PO - watered Lesley’s eyes: “The only solution gge;a%ta?{ they l‘;f;:l}):?t?n by members of

would be for God to turn our skins white.” ‘Ket. ‘Are thes
ing” decree, quickly please!



exile, argues Bulgarian
trained nuclear engineer
Nqaba Ngcobo. LAKELA

KAUNDA spoke to him.

engineering.
The biggest challenge for the Edendale-
born Ngcobo now is to re-adjust to the

exiles who have returned to a South
Africa that cannot offer them jobs.
His certificates show him to have been

of the institute during the five-year dura-
tion and his Master’s thesis was marked
. wexcellent”. Three other foreigners who
joined the course with him pulled out be-
fore the end. .

turning out to be an unusual qualification

the Koeberg nuclear power station in
Cape Town, the Pelindaba Nuclear Re-
search Station in Pretoria and the Coun-
cil for Nuclear Safety.

The course took six years and was

spend a year learning the language. He
enjoyed the course which was quite in-

can be catastrophic for any country. One
cannot erect a power station at any place
that is prone to storms, volcanoes or

earthquakes. Also you need knowledge of

transport engineering in order to know

FindingajobinSouth
Africa has become difficult |
during these times, but even
more so if you are areturned

NQABA Ngcobo returned to South Africa
in February this year after going into
exile to join the ANC in 1982. He came
back armed with a Master of Science in '
Nuclear Engineering from the Higher
Institute of Mechanical and Electrical
Engineering in Sofia, Bulgaria, having
specialised in thermal and nuclear power

changing South Africa — and most of all—
to find a job. He has joined hundreds of

an outstanding student. He was the only
foreign student at the energy department

Ngcobo says he took on nuclear engi-
neering because he believed it has a
wider scope for job opportunities. “It is
dynamic, it deals with nuclear power sta-
tions all over the world.” However, it is

with the likely potential employers being

taught in Bulgarian — forcing him to

volved. “You end up understanding how
everything happens including earth- '
quakes and volcanoes. A nuclear accident |

how to transport radio-active material. |

You also need to know how to produce
. energy with solar power, windmills,

L 2

hydro-electric systems, sea-water tides,
geo-thermal gases, how to exploit it using
- organic fuel eg. oil, gas, petrol and their
. by-products.” No wonder counsellor at
the Netherlands embassy in Pretoria
Hans Sondaal described him as the “man

who asks explosive questions” at an

Edendale Lay Ecumenical Centre semi-
nar recently.

Ngcobo believes it is more than reces-

- sion that makes it difficult toget a job. He

blames negative attitudes of companies to

the ANC and to the pre-Gorbachev East-
ern Europe. However, director of the
local Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Rowley Waller says the econompic climate
in the country is such that companies are
laying people off, not employing them.
“He may think that nobody wants him, but
it may be that they do not want anyone at
the moment. For every job nowadays.
there is a queue, and companies have laid
off people who have to be the first to be

. taken when vacancies arise. We are just
‘not creating jobs quickly enough. For a

nuclear engineer the situation would be
more tough.”

Waller said he has not known industry
to have problems with eastern European

. qualifications.

Ngcobo said one of the companies he
sent his application to in Durban told him

~ they do not recognise foreign qualifica-

tion until these have been evaluated by -
the Human Sciences Research Council
(HSRC). :

“I wrote to the HSRC and later sent
them my certificate. In response they said
the M.Sc. is equivalent to bachelor’s de-
greee in South Africa. I had shown them a
recommendation from the university, a
thesis and research I had conducted: it
still did not help. I was quite surprised
because my certificate was evaluated by
the British Embassy in Sofia and they
found it to be equivalent to degrees of-
fered in their pniversities. That is why
Western universities like Cambridge ac-
cepted me without any queries.”

An HSRC spokesman said there are no
political considerations taken into ac-
count when evaluating applications for

~ admission to status.

Ngcobo criticised companies for im-
porting nuclear engineers from abroad
and paying high relocation fees and sala-
ries while not developing local talent.

Ngcobo has been accepted at Cam-
bridge in England todoa P.h.d. in nuclear
reactor dynamics. “But if I get a job I will
stay at home.”

Ngcobo was born in Edendale but his
family moved to Mpumuza. He returned to
find his family relocated because their
house was burnt down in the Inkatha
stronghold a few years ago. Born into a
family of activists because of “suffering”,
he studied in Ashdown Primary, George-
town Secondary and Amanzimtoti Col-
lege. He enrolled at the University of Zu-
luland in 1976 but was disturbed by
strikes. He worked for a while before
sil;g;ping the country to join the ANC in
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at progress
in discussions
on constitution

By Bill Schiller
TORONTO STAR

JOHANNESBURG — Acrimony
prevailed over agreement here
zesterday as government and

lack negotiators clashed over the
way a new constitution for South
Africa should be written.

But late last night President
F.W. de Klerk emerged from a
one-on-one meeting with African
National Con%{;.‘ss President Nel-
son Mandela, hinting strongly that
today’s talks could see a break-
through on ending white rule.

The two leaders are expected to
present a possible compromise
this morning to South Africa’s
constitutional forum, the Conven-
tion for a Democratic South Africa
(CODESA).

.They convened their late-night
emergency meeting after a day of
deadlock over the percentages re-
quired to approve principles in a
new South African constitution.

The ANC yesterday moved away
from its insistence that the princi-

les require 66.7 per cent approval

fore adoption, settling for 70 per
cent approval.

“But while the South African gov-
ernment agreed on the 70 per cent
for most principles after earlier
demanding 75 per cent, it contin-
ued to insist that any constitution-
al principle dealing with minori-
ties require 75 per cent approval.

_That brought talks to a halt.

" The ANC and other liberation
grou s immediately charged that

e Klerk’s National party govern-
ment was still trying to retain a
white veto.

«Indeed, polls have indicated that
the National party could win more
than 25 per cent of the seats in a
new parliament in a free and fair
dlection: enough to block adoption
df ‘constitutional principles should

—-—celean

has not, in substance, moved away
from its desire to exercise a mi-
nority veto. We can only conclude
that what they fear is democracy.”

Rev. Allan Hendrickse, leader of
the Labor party in South Africa’s
so-called colored House of Repre-
sentatives, said: “What the Nation-
al party wants is the rotten corpse
of apartheid to rule from the

ve.”

However, the government’s se-
nior negotiator, Dr. Tertius Del-
port, insisted that de Klerk’s nego-
tiating team was not trying to
maintain apartheid in another
guise, but trying to protect the
rights of minorities.

“What we must come up with is
a (constitution) that will take care
of the fears of many people, and
the rights of regions to have their
own characteristics and develop a
culture of their own,” he said.

But to some in the ANC camp,
Delport’s proposal sounded much
like grand apartheid’s homelands
policy, in which blacks were
grouped in their respective ethnic
homelands and encouraged to
promote their differentness from
one another.

Still, the percentages and re-
gionalism weren't the only points
of contention: the role of a senate
or upper house also figured promi-
nently in constitutional disagree-
ments. ;

The government is insisting that
such a senaté be involved in con-
stitution-making and also have a
vote in the approval or rejection of
constitutional principles. :

But the ANC, fearing that sucha
senate would be heavily weighted
with minorities, rejects their par-
ticipation in the constitution-mak-
in%v process.

et despite the clash, Mandela
sounded a note of hope even be-
fore his .lt‘xte;niglxt  emergency
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SIGN OF THE TIMES: Part of the group of Zulus who marched on Codesa yesterday owait news of the
negotiations going on inside. ® Photograph: KEN OOSTERBROEK.
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BELIEVE me, if you are
not g “Codesaphije” yeu
Can easily get Jost listen-
ing to the negotiators,

“Codesaspeak" is a full,
short-han¢ vocabulary. It
requires g glossary, so
allow me to give you
Some examples of how ijt
Works. Feel free to use
the lingo with confidence
at dinner parties,

When the DP ta))s -

about CONVERGENCE,
they mean: “When people
start to agree with us,’”
while GOVERNMENT
OF NATIONAL UNITY
means: “Guarantee a
place for yg please,”

hen the Np talks
about MINOR!TY
RXGHTS, they mean: .
“White privileges.” )

P’s REGIONAL
POWERS Mmeans: “We
control the pateh.”

NC’s CONSTITUENT ‘
‘.:‘QSSEMBLY ‘means:
Wg’ll have g majority,”
while INTERIM GOV.
RNMEN Mmeans

“We'll eal] the shots.”

o TR

Learn to speak the ling

of the new South Africa

CODESA’S a serious business,
Political Editor SHAUN JOHNS
looks at Codesa iargon,

cheek —

really mean when they use a

ON

but it has its lighter side.
— tongue firmly
and what the parties
“Codesa cliche’”,

NP’s TRANSITIONAL
MEASURES means:
“We’ll call the shots.”
FOWER-SHARING
means: “We’ll still call
the shots.”

ANC’s TRANSFER OF
POWER means: “We']]
get to call the shots.”

IFP’s NON-NEGOTIA-
BLES means: “If we don’t
get our way-we're going

| home,”

When all parties talk
about NEGOTIATIONS
ON TRACK they mean:
“No progress to report.”

When they talk about
something being RE-
FERRED TO WORKING
GROUP they mean:
“We've got a problem.”

Something RE-
FERRED TO SUBCOM.-
MITTEE meuns: “We've
got big problems” and
something being RE-
FERRED TO TECHNI-
CAL COMMITTEE
means: “We've got really
big problems.”

ABSOLUTE CONSEN-
SUS means: “It was an ir-
relevant issue.” gF -

When the NP and ANC
talk about SUFFICIENT
CONSENSUS they mean:
“Bugger the rest.” And
when they talk about BI.
LATERALS they mean:
“Where we make the real
decisions.” TALKS
ABOUT TALKS mean:

“There’s nothing to talk -

about,” while a WIN-WIN
SITUATION means: “We
both get what we want.”

PAC’s SELLOUT
means: “We’re not there
and we wish to hell we
were,”

<3l

IFP!s BIG THREER
means ¢ “We want to be

ought of as being as big
ag the other two,” -

When the PAC talks
about SECRET DEALS
they mean: “Agreements
we would like to have
made.”

The CP’s SELF-DE.
TERMINATION means:
“Keeping things as they |
were.” |

IFP’s CONSULTING |
PRINCIPALS means: |
“We need an excuse tq
renege on the agreemen
we just made” and IN.
CLUSIVENESS means:
“‘Our right to be repre.
sented three times over.”

The NP’s SIMPLE MA.
JORITARIANISM
means: “The ANC wil)
win the election’”. RO.
TATING PRESIDENCY
means: “But even if the
ANC wins, we win” and
ADVISORY COUNCILS
means: “Toy telephones.”

Welcome, friends, tg
our brave new world: yoy
are now Codesa-literate.




The ANC’s Mohammed Valii Moosa describes the events: }/\

“Our view is that a new

constitution for South

Africa should be drafted
by a democratically
elected body and that
body would draft and
adopt a constitution by a
two-thirds majority. Its
decisions would not be
subject to a veto.

“We were subjected to
all sorts of criticisms
from the NP and its
allies. They initially said
our proposal amounted to
simple majoritarianism.
We pointed out that the
Government had accept-
ed the {wo-thirds majori-
ty principle in Namibia.

“Throughout, the Gov-
ernment wanted deci-
sions subject to veto by
the senate, and proposed
. the senate be made up of
‘the tricameral Parlia-
“ment and homelands.

£
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MOOSA: Government con-
stantly backtracking.

“Obviously we and
most parties rejected
that. Then they proposed
that the senate be
weighted in terms of
equal representatives for
unequal votes. We call
this a system of dispro-
portionate representa-

tion, and undemocratic.
Then they apparently
dropped that. We kept on
asking the guestion: Why
do you want the senate
to have a veto?

“Then they proposed
that we leave the senate
out of it, but proposed
these various (higher)
percentages. We spent
every day of this week in
meetings of that working
group. They kept on re-
introducing the senate . ..

‘“Eventually after
much soul-searching, to
avoid a deadlock, we held
an 11th-hour meeting and
decided to offer a posi-

tion for which we don’t’

even have a mandate. We
moved the percentage up
to 70 percent and the bill
of rights to 75 percent. At
that point we realised we
were wasting our time.”

%ab«xaaj Skav \E)_OngL

Working groups have made
progress despite impasse X

IN SPITE of the deadlock
at  Codesa’s Working
Group 2 on how a new
constitution should be
drafted, the other four
working groups’ reports
indicate that a great. deal
of progress has been
achieved in negotiations.

Agreements will be

finalised only once the

larger problem facing
Codesa is resolved — but
nevertheless they mark

progress towards a nego- .
‘tiated settlement and

provide the clearest pic-

ture yet of what the

“transitional” South Afri-
ca will look like.

Working Group 1, set
the task of creating “a
climate for free political
activity”, agreed to put
all security forces under

POLITICAL STAFF

interim government
structures’ control, estab-
lish an independent body
to control the telecom-
munications sector and
that a state of emergency

- be - imposed only ~with

multiparty interim exec-
utive agreement,
Working  Group 3
agreed that a multiparty
“transitional  executive
council” be established to
govern the country in the
run-up to elections for a
transitional government;
that multiparty sub-coun-
cils be formed to deal
with law and order, de-
fence, finance, local, re-
gional and national gov-
ernment, and foreign af-

fairs; and to establish in-
dependent election and
media commissions.

Working Group 4, con-
sidering the homelands’
future, agreed that the
TBVC states would take
part in transitional ar-
rangements in the run-up
to elections for an inter-
im government.

In his report to Codesa
2, management commit-
tee chairman Pravin
Gordhan said their parti
cipation would be ar-
ranged in such a way that
votes constituted a test of

. the people’s will.

Working Group 5 tried
to formulate a plan to en-
sure speedy implementa-
tion of agreements, but
as these were made only
recently, ran out of time.
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Question of

majoritie

ODESA 2 came tantalisingly
c close yesterday to closing the
gulf between the ANC and the
Government on the majorities need-
ed to draft a new constitution.
To many South Africans it may
seem that the emotional and tough

. arguments over whether the major- f

ity should be 67%, 70% or 75% are
but semantics and political brink-
manship. The fact is that even a few
percentage points are vitally impor-
tant if SA is to get a fair constitution
that satisfies not only the majority,
but also minorities.

That the two sides found each oth-
er by agreeing to the mid-way posi-
tion of 70%, with a special majority
of 75% for the Bill of Rights, says
much for the willingness of both to
make progress. But they continue to
disagree on the need for a special
majority on regional aspects of the

constitution, while the National Par-

ty has also demanded time to consid-
er the ANC’s unexpected new dead-
' lock-breaking proposal of holding a
referendum if agreement cannot be
: reached within six months.

'~ The ANC argues from the comfort-
' able position of knowing that it com-
- mands the support of a vast majority
of the electorate, possibly even as
much as two-thirds to three-quarters
of all potential voters. It also knows
that this voting bloc would endorse
just about anything the ANC asked
it to, regardless of the merits for de-
mocracy and political stability.

But if the constitution is to be le-
gitimate it is vitally important that
minorities also recognise and respect
it. This will happen only if the consti-
tution is produced by maximum con-
sensus. That is why a high majority
is needed, particularly with regard to
~regional arrangements.

Constitution-making is an intri-
cate and difficult process that must
draw on the experiences of the rest of
the world and the finest legal and po-
litical minds available. It cannot be
left to a largely ill-educated and emo-
tionally charged electorate to blindly
endorse whatever is put in front of it.
‘This may produce a constitution on
- paper, but in the long term it will
. contain the seeds of discontent and

violence if large parts of society feel
- cheated, bitter and twisted.

e
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SO WHAT was the big fight all
about? At the end of several
months of hard bargaining, Co-
desa 2 yesterday stalled with
the Government and ANC
camps apparently just a hair’s
b_rgadth from each other’s po-
sitions.

The breakdown issue was the
percent majority required in a
' constitution-making body to en-

dorse a new constitution.

_After a week of rapidly shifting po-
sitions, the Government had dropped
its insistence on an overall 75 percent
majority in a national assembly and
two-thirds majority in an upper
?ouse or senate, representing minori-
ies.

- Its last position was a 70 percent

majority for most matters, and a
75 percent majority on the bill of
rights and regional government.

The ANC in turn moved from its
grg_inal insistence on a two-thirds ma-
jority across the board and 75 percent
for a bill of rights. It shifted to a
70 percent majority across the hoard
and 75 percent for the biil oi rignts —
but not for regicaai government.

In exchange for this cc: cession on
greater majorities, the Al — fear-
ing that such large majorities could
cause endless delays — insisted on a
deadlock-breaking mechanism.

They suggested that if the constitu-

Sabtusday gtae e - 05-9ax
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PETER FABRICIUS
and SHAUN JOHNSON

tion-making body failed to draft a :
new constitution after six months, it |
should take those outstanding mat- &
ters on which there was 50 percent ¢

agreement and put them to a national
reierendum, where a two-thirds ma
jority would be required to approve
the new constitution.

Meanwhile, the start of the Codesa
2 plenary session was postponed
again and again as Working Group 2 =
_battled to achieve compromise. The

group first met at 8am yesterday,

hoping to agree before the plenary 2

session started at 9am. But by that
time the working group had ad-

journed only for the ANC to consult . -
its allies about the Government’s . .

compromise proposal.

About 9.30 am the chairmen of Co-
desa announced that the start had
been postponed for 75 minutes to
allow ‘the working group time to

agree. But only at noon did the ANC [&%
emerge from consultations with its ”

new compromise proposal.

It took this straight into the work- §
ing group. At lunch-time the group
adjourned for the Government to con- .

' sult its principals on the new propos- .

als. By 2 prm. it was clear that it could

' not accept these, after which the Gov-
ernment and the ANC announced the
breakdown. :

’ ¢
ON THEIR OWN: Phola Pork resid
ce pulied out of the area.

ents go on the rampage yesterday morning,

in the process damaging several vvalls, after
@ Photograph: JOAO SILVA
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Time for some

%
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leadership

G .
F THE art of leadership lies in the

ability to take one’s followers to -
where they have not ventured be-.

{ fore, then F W de Klerk and Nelson
__ ‘Mandela face a critical test today. They

25;alone have the power to pull Codesa
¢,qPack on course; to re-infuse a sense of

"~ urgency into their weary negotiators, to -

 — _regain the initiative from those whose |
concern with detail is preventing them

ajé’?!from distinguishing wood from trees.
juqqs!)';: i :

»i 1ok It is not sufficient to say, as the Gov- |
mﬂ'fr ernment is doing, that Codesa has made |

" ‘remarkable progress on all issues, save
' |.ovone or two constitutional questions that -

0
o1 11 Working Group 2 has failed to resolve.

125u70C

2b%"¢  Agreement on the constitutional pro-
aﬁt}‘;fc'ess beyond an interim government is |
20 fyndamental to the success or failure of |

7o

a)

befi" :ﬁtics rather than underlying principles.

sfbc  The consensus among non-aligned ob-
servers at Codesa is that the ANC has |
moved further than the Government in

L
&

the direction of compromise. In our

view, the measures on which agree-
vme ment has already been reached provide

noiRne - % 2 gy :
“yiko South Africa — if not the National

g@‘smParty — with adequate safeguards

"9%against the ANC being able to foist its
(A% .policies upon an unwilling electorate.
pprroNot to put too fine a point on it, it is the
‘o bin the Government’s gift to determine

- -nois%whether or not Codesa takes a bold step
::,1,%&{ forward today. :

Z;p Codesa. Yet the main players have fall-
“yé:cen out over matters of detail and tac

byl ' 5 e
Sqam I8 ‘The alternatives to an agreement in -

,,?;gthorkmg Group 2 are bleak - unneces-
bugsisary delay, economic uncertainty, mass

edxi ;‘Saction, more violence and an ever-

growing death toll. The people of South -
4 Africa deserve better than this. .

N P o B i o
1 o1 For reasons best known to itself, the

"7 1t Government has painted itself into a . |

___ corner under the mystified gaze of

~—Tmany international observers. It may

now have to be helped out by Nelson
Mandela himself.

He and FW de Klerk should take
themselves off in private, as they have
done so often in the past, and not
emerge until they have ‘settled on the

~agreement that the country — and the
international community — is waiting
or. '




‘owait news of the

Q Phorogrcpb: KEN OOSTERBROEK.
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1T SEEMED too
good to be true — a
“good’”’ hostel in
Soweto where the
.»Jocal residents and
,¢, the hostel dwellers
S lived in ect har-
5 synony and where the
j,‘j‘:ixesidents actually
. Tiked having the hos-
tel dwellers around.
ao, - After my previous
i.-experiences with the

I8i%

Stories of residents living in perfect

harmony proved so unlikely that reporter

JOE LOUW just had to find out. His trip

to the area unearthed the unexpected and

a good measure of hostility.

notorious Madala Hos-
tel in Alexandra, where
the hostel dwellers and
local residents were in
a virtual state of per-
petual war, 1 would
have to see this to

lieve it.

be- ception.

Of all the single men’s
hostels in the PWV area,
Diepkloof Extension Hos-
tel seemed, on the surface
anyway, to be a rare ex-

children freely criss-Cross
the hostel grounds on
their way to and from
school. Older girls and
women are often seen S0~
cialising with inmates.

Numerous Diepkloof
residents were emphatic
in their praise of the

ce they have been en-
joying for the past years.

Attempting to find out
how this ap t modern
miracle was possible, I
decided to investigate
Diepkloof Extension Hos-
tel and found a very dif-
ferent side to the story.

When I entered the hos-
tel one day last week 1
assumed that, given the
chummy relationship de-
seribed to me by resi-
dents, most of the hostel
dwellers would be friend-
ly and hospitable.

Wrong.

Groups of men gath-
ered in a square near the
hostel’s beer hall were de-
finitely not friendly. They
were sullen and wouldn't
answer questions. They
merely pointed in the
direction of the “office”
where, they said, my
questions would be ans-
wered.

‘At the communal hall 2
man, using a megaphone
was calling hostel
dwellers to a meeting.




dia supporting a Yes vote
began to evaporate as the
referendum day drew nearer.

Dawie, political commentator
of the Nasionale group, said too
many voters did not yet seem to
have grasped the crucial impor-
tance of the referendum. “There
are still too many hesitant and
doubtful people who do not
quite see that a powerful Yes
vote in this make-or-break refer-
endum is necessary to carry
South Africa into a hopeful
future.

“The alternative is a return to
darker miseries of failed apart-
heid than the country has ever
known. The roof will fall in on
South Africa.”

Those who were hesitating
ought to realise that the coun-
try could not afford a lukewarm
Yes vote.

oooo

SIMILAR warnings came from
the independent newspapers on
the left of the political spec-
trum, long adamant in their op-
position to the NP Government.

Vrye Weekblad columnist
Hennie Serfontein said it looked
as though English-speaking vot-
ers held the key to the results of
the referendum. A recent opin-
ion poll had shown that the
“hesitant” vote represented 42%
of the total. Of these a remark-
able number were English-
speaking.

Serfontein quoted a spokes-
man for the right wing, Pieter
Mulder, as claiming that at least
a third of the 1,5-million Eng-
lish-speaking voters had not yet
decided how to vote. Koos van
der Merwe, also on the right,
had confirmed that in the last
phase of its campaign the CP
would especially target
_undecided English-speakers.

: c OMPLACENCY in the me-

members of the church ought to

take account of biblical norms
like love, justice and peace and
to bear in mind that a political
system which unjustifiably
raised one group above another
was.unacceptable.

They should also recall that
the NGK had condemned all
forms of discrimination and

can’t aff

ord a lukewarm Yes vote

Sayings of the Week

[]Ican’t say I jump for Jjoy at working with the Govern-

ment, but there’s too much a

t stake to let personal feel- -

ings come into it. — A veteran DP worker in Houghton
as quoted in the Weekly Mail. :

oo

[] Either we vote Yes for ch
or No and inherit the wilde

tor of Rapport.

ange, a turnabout, a revival:
rness. — Izak de Villiers, edls

ooad

[ 1The message of the figures is that if whites — and -

especially Afrikaners — wish to survive, they will have
to make friends with the majority. — Leopold Scholtz of
Die Burger on the latest census figures.

ek Mercuny lon

ﬂaThe e(ﬁﬂ)r of Vryé Weekblad,
Max du Preez, said most
Afrikaners had probably al-
ready decided how they were
.going to vote, and this was “too
close to 50-50 for comfort.”

Weekly Mail columnist Steven
Friedman warned readers not to
bank on a Yes vote. Even if the
Yes vote scraped home despite
a lacklustre campaign, this
would merely stave off disaster,
not ensure a negotiated future.

ooog

THE SABC’s coverage of the
referndum campaign has at-
tracted little comment in the
mainstream press. Even the cus-
tomary mutterings in the NP-
supporting newspapers that the
SABC is too indulgent to the
right wing seem to have been
suspended.

A cynic would say that this is S

~ oppression.

However, subject to those
considerations, the voter’s deci-
sion when it came to casting his
vote was his personal
responsibility.

uooo

HAVE you ever noticed how re-
tirement seems to make people

6 Mey G2

because for once they are all in
the same game — that of boost-
ing the Yes vote..

It is too soon to say whether
the SABC has handled the situ-
ation fairly. But the simple fact
of the matter is that by giving
the CP and its allies any public-
ity at all, the SABC was bound
to confer a incalculable benefit
on them.

In a country where none of the

major print media treats the CP,

with anything but scorn, even
the most limited platform could
not fail to be better than none.

0oooo

AFTER what appeared to be
some initial reluctance, the
powerful NG Kerk has come
close to expressing support for a
Yes vote. & SRR

In voting, said Die Kerkbode,
the NGK'’s official mouthpiece,
(except, of course the PW
Bothas of this world) more
tolerant?

According to Beeld’s political
diarist, Lood, ex-President
Kaunda of Zambia was heard to
refer to the leader of the AWB,
whom he was then planning to
meet, as ‘‘Comrade Terre
Blanche.”

s it you, Dr Treurnichf?' — Orin Scott in Beeld
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CHRIS WHITFIELD Pohtrcal Correspondent reports
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Look what was ‘said four years® ago

OUTH Africans might be tempted

to tear their hair out at the suc-

cession of crises and break-
throughs that have characterised the
Codesa negotiation process so far.

But a look at Parliamentary pro-
ceedings in 1988 gives some indication
of the progress that has actually been
made since the dark days of President
PW Botha’s regime.

. On May 16 of that year — exactly
four years ago today — then Defence
. Minister General Magnus Malan was
delivering a scathing attack on the
ANC and South African Communist
‘Party in the House of Assembly. The
banned organisations were peopled
by terrorists and murderers, he said.

General Malan accused the then
Democratic Party MP for Claremont,
Jan van Eck, of being a “representa-
tive of the enemies of South Africa in
_ this Parliament.”

At about the same time Albert
Nothnagel, the MP for Innesdal, was
being forced to recant suggestions
that negotiations with the ANC could

take place before it had abandoned
the armed struggle. Or that Nelson
Mandela could be released before he
did the same.

Mr Nothnagel’s subsequent expla-
nations were quoted in the House of
Assembly as an example of Govern-
ment policy by the then chairman of
the Minister’s Council — Mr FW de
Klerk.

Today Government is negotiating
with the ANC and SACP, among
others, in a process that will hopefully
take the country through to its first
ever truly democratic constitution.

The ANC is yet to abandon the
armed struggle, although it has sus-
pended it.

Mr van Eck sits in Parliament as an
independent but is an ANC member.
He and four former Democratic Party
members last month effectively be-
came the organisation’s first ever
Members of Parliament.

And the delegations of the two most
powerful parties to the second Codesa
plenary session at the World Trade

Centre today are headed by President
de Klerk and ANC president Nelson
Mandela.

In fact, should a proposal on the ta-
ble be accepted, the two could soon
join in running the country from a re-
volving presidency in the transition
stage while a new constitution is be-
ing thrashed out.

The past four years have ushered in
extraordinary change in South Africa.

But the same Parliamentary
records do contain some sobering re-
minders. An oft-repeated theme in de-
bates was concern at the violence
sweeping the country. And opposition
spokesmen lambasted the Govern-
ment for its failure to initiate mean-
ingful socio-economic reforms.

The misery of life in the townships
continues and a gaping hole in Codesa
is its failure to address socio-econom-
ic issues.

And the bleeding of:the country
through violence is, if anything,
worse.




