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Dear conrade

We are witing to you in order to invite you to speak at a busi ness forum and
cocktails which will be held on Thursday 24 March 1994 at 5.45 pm

The forum has been organised iln order to target the businees conmunity of
Germston. It is essential that we adw ess the concerns of the business sector.

We hope that you will be able to attend and | ook forward to neeting you on the
occasi on.

Yours sincerely

John Morris -’ :91 g-1 thj (H)

Branch Secretary
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PRI MROSE GOLD M NIN G COVPAN

The Prinrose (Euld M nn having been dor mant
since 192th started npnralinns again on 13 luly
1934. under the (:nnlnm Of the Boshnff G oup
Several owners haul worked on the mne nnr

the thirty-yoar purim prinr (u 1926. 1hduy. nore

than fifty years Inter. Prinrose! is still npnruting
and the BushnH (imup has (Al rudm rmuru than
twenty mllion Hinds" north ul- :uld from (he

supposedly "(I(nmd" m ne.

Thu mine Hus sinrlvtl un .1 th'slrinu huduo
with about Inrlx pmu: Iqux’ Prinrnsv (-nplns
about 450 Iwnplu um wurs us upuruliunul ht-ud-
-4... "w

i PRI MROSE

_ FOLD M NING C&LTD

quarters for the Boshoff G oup. which enploy:
nore than 1 200 people. Primose is nmof th
smal | er (:nmpunies quoted on the | uhunnushur

St ock Exchange.

The opening (zernnony Of Prinrose in 1934 wa.
attended by 250 guests. and a simlar nunber 0
gunsts recently ant-ndud the 30th anniversary 0O
hnunu the guests a

this funLtinn worn the Mayor and the Menber O
Parliament for (nrm smm.

In thn neurnt t(elmsiun pruumnm "1922". MN
um spunus worn shut at tho Prinrusu mne (set



Al t hough Gernmiston as a
settlenent is 100 years old this
year, the land it stands on is
mentioned in official documents
that are considerably ol der than
t hat .

One such early nention cane in
1849, when Johan Ceorge Meyer
exchanged an ox-wagon for the
farm El andsfontein. named after
a spring that provided water for
| arge herds of el and.

Until Pretoria was founded in
1855, the nearest settlenent to
the farm was Potchefstroom

The next nention came in 1885,
when M Meyer rented out the
farmto a person whose nanme has
not come down to us, in

exchange for ten bags of grain
and twenty rolls of tobacco.
Then, in 1886, the area found
itself in sudden and urgent
demand, thanks in the first

pl ace, to the discovery of gold
on the Wtwatersrand, and then
to the arrival of the two nen
who founded Germ ston. John

Jack and August Simer.

What brought these twd
Harrismith merchants to the area
was gold fever, a fever that
swept the entire country after
prospector George Harrison
havi ng di scovered the Main Reef
gol d-bearing series in July 1886,
said cautiously: H think it is a
payabl e gol dfield

South Africa of the 18005 was no
stranger to gold-rushes - in 1886,
Pilgrims Rest was already

boom ng - but the

W twat ersrand rush eclipsed
themall. And of all the hopefu
peopl e on whom Lady Luck

smled, few were |uckier than
John lack and August Simer.
Wth the proceeds of their
trading operation in Harrismth
they were able to buy a half-
share in the farm El andsfontein
a bl eak spot that they agreed was
a natural crossroads and
therefore an excellent place to
start a trading station.

Wthin weeks, President Paul
Kruger caused themto change
their plans when he declared the
entire Wtwatersrand area public
di ggi ngs.

Si nmer and Jack lost no tine in
floating a conpany with a
capital of E75 000, to start the
first gold-mne in the area. The
conpany was registered in

August 1887 and started nmilling
in Septenber 1888.

Next to their mine the two nmen
laid out a township which, in
honour of John | ackis boyhood
hone, a farm near d asgow. they



called lerm stoun. (The name

El andsfontein was used for the
settlenent as a whole unti
1904.) Simer Street and Jack
Street they naned after

thensel ves. President Street was
for President Kruger, Victoria
Street for Queen Victoria and
Meyer Street for the farmns
original owner. At first, these
streets were lined with nothing
nore than a notley collection of
tin shacks, dusty tents and
wagons, but as the weeks went
by, the nucl eus of a shopping
area appeared. Soon Gerni ston
even boasted an extension called
Geor get own, and several doubl e-
storied buildings,

El andsfontei n Junction, as

Germ ston station was known
until 1903, became inportant as
a railway centre five years after
town status had been granted to
the settlement in 1887. In that
year, 1892, the railway |ine

bet ween Ver eeni gi ng and

Germ ston was conpl et ed

foll owed a coupl e of nobnths
later by the line linking

Germ ston and Pretori a.

The i nmportance of Germ ston

was realised early and thus was
the reason the British troops
occupi ed the town on 29 My
1900, during the Angl o-Boer

War. (They captured the station
in full working order. conplete
wi th eighteen | ocos and two
hundred trucks.)

Growm h has been steady

t hroughout Germiston’s history.
In 1903 the settl ement was

procl aimed a nunicipality

under its first Mayor, M Janes
Bl ane. In 1917 it becane the first
| ocal authority in South Africa
to lay out its own industria
townshi ps, Industries West

and Industries East. Four years
|ater the Rand Gold Refinery -
the largest in the world - was
establ i shed, followed ten years
later by the Rand Airport, jointly
controll ed by Germ ston and
Johannesbur g.

The one-time mning settl enment
was elevated to the status of a
City on 19 Cctober 1950.
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The South African maize wet-
mlling industry was established
" in 1919 in Germston for the
pur pose of processing naize for
t he manufacture of cornflour, a
wi de range of starches, dextrins
and gl ucose syrups.

The nodern Gerni ston pl ant
manuf act ures starches, nalto-
dextrins, glucose, naltose and
dextrose syrups, dextrose
nonohydrate, naize germ high
protein gluten neal, gluten feed
and corn steep liquor. These are
produced for use in paper

nmaki ng, the manufacture of
corrugat ed packagi ng materi al s,
textiles, mning, confectionery
producti on, beer brew ng for
baki ng and for the manufacture
of instant coffee and coffee
creaners, jans and preserves,
phar maceuti cal preparations,

soft drinks as well as nunerous
AFRI CAN PRODUCTS (PTY) LIM TED

/

.

ot her products, including

buil ding materials. The co-
products, nanely high-protein
gluten neal, gluten feed and
corn steep liquor, are largely
used in the preparation of

ani mal feed conpounds.

The Germiston MII processes
approxi mately 140 000 tons or

34 000 000 randst worth of

mai ze per year and provi des jobs
for 450 people. It forns part of
"
African Products (Pty) Ltd,

which, with its associate mlls in
Meyerton and Bellville, is the

| argest wet-mlling operation on
the African continent.

We are proud that the pioneers

of the wet-mlling industry

chose Germiston in which to

build the first plant, proving

how far-sighted they were 67

years ago



In 1 91 7,

wi th war

raging in

E urope,

it was

under st an dabl e

that industry

in South Africa

shoul d have

been boom ng

Back in 1917, when Germ stonls
city fathers laid out an industria
township that they called

I ndustries West (which was soon
foll owed by Industries East),
they were making both history
and pointing prophetically tO
the way in which their town
woul d devel op.

They were making history,
because until that tine no other
| ocal authority in South Africa
had dermarcated an area for the
excl usi ve use of factories and
provided it with water, power
and railway sidings; and they
were pointing to the future
because industry has continued
to play an inportant part in the
story of Germi ston.

In 1917, it was understandabl e
that industry in South Africa
shoul d have been boom ng - the
war raging in Europe had dried
up the supply of inports from
overseas, putting pressure on

| ocal entrepreneurs to cone up
with the goods needed by,

among ot hers. the gold m nes.
Germ ston, strategically placed
as the focal point of rail and
road services on the Reef - the
city is the nost inportant
railway junction in the country
- was in an ideal position to
benefit fromthe ill w nds of
Wrld Var 1.

Inthis it was hel ped

i measurably by its railway
links with the rest of the
country. The conpletion of the
railway |ine between

Ver eeni gi ng and Gerni ston on

15 Septenber 1892. and t hat

bet ween Germiston and Pretoria
on 1 January 1893. sparked off a
wave of devel oprment in

Germ ston that the town’s
position close to the biggest gold
mnes in the world did nothing
to hi nder.

The first industry on the scene,
apart fromgold and gol d-rel ated
services. was South Africa’'s
clothing industry. This was born
in Germston in 1914, in a Knox
Street factory that had four
sewi ng machi nes. 30 popul ar

did the factory’s wares prove
that it was soon obliged to
extend its prem ses to cope with



the growi ng denmand for its

cl ot hi ng.

Encour aged by a Gover nnent
decision to inpose tariff
restrictions on inported

cl ot hi ng, other entrepreneurs
soon joi ned the pioneer
enterprise, helping form an
industry that in the space of a
few years had grown to nunber
hundreds of factories inits
ranks.

Q her industries were not slow
to follow clothing’s path to
Germ ston. Textiles, furniture,
pl astics. paper, electrical and
netal products all established
thenselves in the City. earning it
the name of Workshop of the

W t wat er srand.

F ood-rel eted industries,

i ncl udi ng processing plants for
nmai ze. glucose, oil, cattle-feeds
and canned goods. al so
establ i shed thensel ves in the
former mning settlenent.

On the heavy-industry side, the
city is home to vast railway
structural workshops and

manuf acturi ng and assenbly
plants for rolling stock and
aircraft.

I ndeed, so diverse are the nore
than 1 000 industries that have
establ i shed thensel ves in

Germ ston, that it would be
easier to list the comodities
that are not nade in the Cty,
rather than those that are!
Topping the list in inportance
are probably general and

el ectrical engineering and
structural steelworks, with
chemi cal s and industrial gases
and gl assworks not far behind.
And, of course, Germiston is also
known as the place where the
worl d’'s richest gold m nes have
their gold refined. at the Rand
Gol d Refinery. Through this one
refinery passes three-quarters of
the gold mned in the world.
Ironically. although so nuch
gol d passes through Gerni ston,
the metal is no |onger mnined
there in great quantities. By the
end of 1962 the Simrer and

Jack mine had m |l ed about

64 000 000 tons of ore and
produced 448 000 kg of gold; it
st opped operating in 1964 and
when it began again in 1965, it
did so on a limted scale.

CGol d was the reason why

Germ ston was born and it has
pl ayed a central role in the
Cty' s devel oprment. But

Germi ston’s prosperity has not
depended on the precious

yel low netal for many years.
Several other factors have led to



and hel ped naintain that
prosperity. Anpbng t hem have
been:

0 Germston’s central position
It borders Johannesburg and is
wi thin easy reach of both the
East Rand and the Wst Rand;

0 The City' s excellent rai
facilities. Germiston is where
seven main |lines converge, from
Dur ban, Port Elizabeth, East
London and the Northern and
Eastern Transvaal. The Cityls
close links with rail are
commenorated in its coat of
arms, on which two transverse
lines represent railway |ines;

0 By way of the Rand Airport,

to the south-west of the Cty, and
Jan Smuts International Airport,
whi ch adjoins its northern
boundary, Germiston is in quick
conveni ent contact with the rest
of South Africa and with the

wor | d;
0 Wtbank, a major source of
South African coal, is on

100 km away, and Vereen ging,

anot her source, is even cl ser;

0 The long-standing policy of

the city fathers. as been to nake
their city as atl’'r ctive as possible
to industrialist

This policy, wi r

Germ stonls ca r as an

industrial cent is still in
evi dence today: he enphasis
now, however, i no | onger on

attracting heavy i dustry but on
attracting the (11 ner types #
war ehousi ng, for instance. Sone
areas have alre’ady been zoned
for this purpose.

And so. as CGermiston starts its
second century. it continues to
produce a m nd-boggling array

of goods - fromnetal detectors
to copper capillary tubes, from
wi ne bottles to cranes, the odds
are that Germ ston makes it. The
odds are also that the way the
City develops will continue to
justify Germ ston’s nicknane -
Wor kshop of the Wtwatersrand.



7 . ng
L/) ?2nM (Z (f 0/01 40:67. r402;
/
4,4224% ec& Few /
0% ML C 19,0. 9" '0 4/0 1| fracceeal If; _, _u,ffoo //r7/
c2// 7/9 W79 /e [a #4 der"()/| 3A sad 7% | r Koch; e.
O
) Q/41/u,h7 /074A/1 27/ /hGa,d /[;/ ,7 Ci/bfe FO17k/7
.79 729 (15-0 jroen /% ?n/zoe( 710 Move )4
V. 1INN?
Aorre/ Qu (( KO CelS//zc'le (j, #4 ,w 0 sznt
,._17,0LUe/ 097z C7 9769/ nr (21023
3/ j/ICcm CKIfTQ QNCCI /ej,s/Qale 6/627 O 1] 490(
9246/ 7 a 710 con (Zn c( (fracalc: /;9(ch/ _)/9 /Q//
‘a
. 7142 O (Khr/z/ cyl 69 , ()6712.
q 'm x-mB /e, -77 m7797:; amO0/ 7/6 crepe 1/42-; |/
0/ (G nmuh/f/ly Qe u:/o 23462171 | [.7ro7r amme
7/0 ?x/Jralo r/Qe gp/mMf/Onh Wesf 4,779
0/3 (l/rar/Ay; . C/2 _ /) rcor,’Cgp,,4,: $7 Centc // :4, 7,7
fevr/cic 7/? 74cl/5/ 710.5 /.2 /o4du“ela 7
3; .1 775:7?- fgg/ng rc’'..42(/Q 0/ fle AZC CLK/C (?jqqr
77 7/4c [ 7alll fentycu y K/ C Ch/ GCL
- ., - sziwhal/ 4i706v/7 , &1 __ #8 ,(C e f& %I
[

(ban 27 5?"; 77905; 0/ Kc (0/02/7974

K cg/ Mzah ,

52C //oa | ??ma ($5.. v O U(,/ m/aJ /| QM7
7- ._, mde _. 7. A

A aeQif/on CA2477 74; 1-17? 2/40.: (2%. av: q 400 (FO K
K /0:u/2-p7 4r/q al/A ?lou/J /refdJQe



