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The present phase o f  the mass democratic s tru g g le  has taken as i t s  
reference point the gains th a t  have been made through the a n ti- tr ic a m e ra l  
e le c tio n  campaign* This is  so, mainly because the whole period b u ild in g  
up to  the  August 'e le c tio n s *  was the period where mass democratic organisa­
tio n s  had shelved most o f  th e ir  in d iv id u a l s p e c if ic  programmes which were 
unre la ted  to  the capnpaign in  favour o f  the  a n t i-e le c t io n  oapmpaign* Now 
th a t th is  s trugg le  o f  a c tiv e  re je c t io n  o f  the  r a c ia l  e lec tio n s  has been 
fought and won, democratic organisations are  in  a  s itu a tio n  where they are  
to  re-embark on th e ir  programmes and make a  d riv e  to  take them to  g rea te r  
h eigh ts* This move to  forge ahead to  even g rea te r heights , o f course, has 
been enriched by the  leean one and experience drawn from the campaign i t s e l f *
The lesson and experience o f utmost importance undoubtedly is  the  form idable  
s tren g th  o f  u n ity  in  ac tio n  o f the s tru g g lin g  people* The le v e l o f  th is  
co-operation  o f  the population groups was rem iniscent o f the  le v e l o f our 
stru g g le  in  the  50 *s*

The UDF, being the fro n t through which the  campaign found i t s  o rgan isa tional 
expression, has tremendously ra ised  the  expectations o f  the people in  i t s  
capacity  and a b i l i t y  to  organise them fo r  b igger struggles and more dec is ive  
v o c to rie s * This has d e f in it e ly  placed an urgent and bigger challenge in  
f ro n t  o f the  UDF* The question now fac in g  d if fe r e n t  o rgan isa tional forma­
tio n s  o f  our s tru g g le ! how to  make what they have re je c te d  unworkable — 
how to  susta in  the current s ta te  o f  m o b ilisa tio n  and defiance and transform  
i t  in to  more co-ordinated and organised f ig h tin g *  This organised f ig h tin g  
once n e a tly  co-ordinated w ith  the  strong underground development and m il i ta r y  
a c t iv i t y  o f  the ANC (as the vanguard o f  our people 's s tru g g le , w i l l  put our 
stru g g le  on the fo o tin g  t r u ly  defined as the people 's war)

This pahse o f  s trugg le  is  a lso  going to  b rin g  up more a cu te ly  p o l i t ic a l  and 
o rg an isa tio n a l problems o f  mass democratic s trugg le  whioh had been shelved 
p r io r  to  the  in te n s if ic a t io n  o f the  campaign against the 'e le c t io n s '*  Some 
o f these problems a re  going to  be in e v ita b le  in  a  heightening mass s truggle  
Because o f  i t s  broad character and l i t t l e  experience in  dea lin g  w ith  a  fro n t  
organ isa tion , these problems are  more pronounced in  the UDF*

A) UDF

1 * The most p o s itiv e  impact o f th a  UDF has been in  the drawing in  o f  a  broad 
spectrum o f  mass organisations in to  common programmes and common id e n t i f i ­
ca tio n  under one o rgan isa tional um brella o f a  f r o n t ,  the  o rchestra tion  and 
champeioning o f the a n t i-e le c t io n  campaign and the crea tio n  o f  a  la rg e -  
scale  p o l i t ic a l  o lim ate* I t s  b iggest shortcoming has been i t s  lim ite d  success 
in  broadening the  d e f in it io n  in  p ra c tic e  through a n ti—PC a c t iv i t ie s  so as to  
draw a  common denominator o f s tru g g le  fo r  both Coloured/Indian and the  
A frican  communities* The UDF was formed w ith  the express purpose o f f ig h tin g  
against the PC and Koornhof B i l ls *  These two elements provided a  very  broad premise 
premise fo r  m o b ilisa tio n  whigch the UDF d id  not adequately exp lore* The 
d e f in it io n  o f s trugg le  against the PC and Koornhof M i l s  should abave been J] 
broadened to  a c t iv e ly  involve the A fric an  oppressed m a jo rity * This would 
have been done by drawing a  p a r a l le l  in  p ra c tic a l campaigns between the PC 
AND THE Bantustans (eg repression in  the C is k e i, Inkatha impis e tc )}  between 
the  Koornhof B i l ls  and the d en a tio n a lisa tio n  o f  the Africans through the  
removals e tc *  Hie UDF d id , however, put the regime against the w a ll and 
foroe i t  to  make some re tre a t  on the Koornhof B i l ls *  This skirm ish did n o t, 
however end there  because the regime is  t ry in g  to  smuggle the provision o f  
these b i l l s  through some other le g is la t io n *

2 ) Another indue o f  the amount o f  work s t i l l  to  be done in  the UDF is  the  
l in e -u p  o f a f f i l i a t e s  which re f le c ts  an imbalance towards community and youth
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organisations away from labour organ isations* I t  is  onljr a  sm all number o f  
T.U*s which have a f f i l ia t e d  w ith  the fro n t egSAAWU ,̂ OAHU* Larger federated  
unions l ik e  FOSATU have taken a  ^negative n e u tra l ity *  against a f f i l i a t io n *  
Several reasons have been advanced fo r  the p o s itio n  against a f f i l i a t i o n ,  
among othersv they a re *

-  The fro n t is  a la rg e , loose unprincip led  form ation which w i l l  d i lu te  
the  shop-floor s tru c tu ra l organ isation  o f unions (example is  made 
w ith  SACTU and the congress a llia n c e  and the a llia n c e  is  blamed fo r  
’weakening* SACTU)

-  A f f i l ia t io n  to  the UDF w i l l  d iv id e  these unions because p art o f the  mem­
bership supports the NFC*

-  T*U*s should not get involved in  p o l it ic s  o f mass organ isations* Th e ir  
strugg le  is  only a t  the  fa c to ry  f lo o r *

The UDF's attem pt to  win these unions in to  the fro n t has been la rg e ly  in  the  
addressing shop stewards o f the d if fe r e n t  unions and p o l i t ic a l  addresses and 
a r t ic le s  in  progressive community media* What the UDF has not done is  to  
take up issues which the working class w i l l  imm ediately id e n t ify  w ith  and then
draw up a p a r a l le l  w ith  th a t  the UDF stands fo r *  I t  s h a ll imm ediately make
such schools o f thought ir re le v a n t in  the ears o f the working people* Such 
programmes should a lso  invo lve the grooming o f our own people w ith in  these 
unions, people who can a r t ic u la te  correct p o lit io s  o f  a  f ro n t*  A good example 
can be made using the s p l i t  in  MAWU and Cosol Glass in  B e l lv i l le *  There sire 
severa l o f such simmering s p li ts  in  o ther FOSATU and CUSA unions*

3 )  The UDF has a lso  been seen as f a i l in g  to  provide s tra te g ic  c la r i t y  and
id e o lo g ic a l s tra te g ic  pace* (v id e i 4OI646E; 4OI524E) This has been linked  
to  the weakening ra th e r  than the strengthening o f the a f f i l i a t e s  by the UDF 
(v id e * 401525Ef 401524E) These two questions w i l l  come up mores sharp ly in  
th is  post a n t i—e le c tio n  periodf the tim e when the UDF is  c a lle d  upon to  chart out 
i t s  programme fo r  the fu tu re *  A ll  the  progressive forces should d e f in ite ly  
express the des ire  to  see the UDF strengthening i t s  a f f i l i a t e s *  This is  the
way to  ensure the strength  o f the UDF i t s e l f *

The question o f  providing s tra te g ic  and id e o lo g ic a l c la r i t y  has got d if fe re n t  
aspects and approaches to  i t *  For example (v id e* 4OI646E) the leading group 
in  N ata l ie  Pravin (Jordan, Yunus Mohammed, Zac Yacoob is  sadi to  argue th a t  
sach region should have a  s tru c tu re  through which i t  can discuss and caucus 
questions a t  both senior and a c t iv is t  1 e v ils  and the po s itio n  adopted should 
be a  reg io n a l one* This is  one way o f t ry in g  to  answer some o f the questions  
experienced by the P*E conference*

What is  important to  note hare is  th a t the UDF is  s t i l l  young and s t i l l  
grappling w ith  many p o l i t ic a l  and o rg an isa tio n a l questions* So i t  is  a  b i t  
u n fa ir  to  expect the UDF to  imm ediately give id eo lo g ica l and s tra te g ic  
c la r i t y *  By i t s  very nature a  fro n t re s ts  on a loose minimum basis and th is  
d ic ta te s  the in d ire c t  way in  which id e o lo g ic a l questions can be taken or a t  
le a s t catered fo r *  The s tra te g ic  c la r i t y  a lso l ie s  in  the UDF co -o rd inating  
the n a tio n a l struggle and pushing i t  towards a  commong goal* Another problem 
which is  c lo s e ly  associated w ith  th is  one is  th a t our people dont have the  
scperience o f a  f ro n t*  The le a s t th a t they can r e fe r  to  is  the  Congress 
A llia n c e  and as a  re s u lt  some people see the UDF as the ANC try in g  to  adapt 
to  the sem i-lega l condition o f s trugg le*

4 ) The dimension th a t the development o f the RMC is  tak in g  is  a worrying one, 
(v id e* 401525, 401527|401846g) Some key .p eo p le  . i n  the EMC want to  transform  
th is  issue o rien ta ted  organ isation in to  a n o n -ra c ia l A frican  organ isation* The 
idea here is  the form ation o f a n a tio n a l A frican  organ isation w ith in  which
the A frican  constituency can be ab le  to  causus as an A frican  component w ith in  
the  UDF* These people fe e l  th a t because the Ind ian  community through the NIC 
and TIC and the coloured community through i t s  strong c iv ic  organisations are  
ab le  to  caucus and come to  the UDF as stronger forces i t  is  necessary fo r  the  
A frican  community to  have th e ir  own organ isation  which w i l l  enable them to  
p a rtic ip a te  in  the UDF on an equal fo o tin g * They have accused the Ind ian  
community o f  p laying the dominant ro le  which is  made possible by t h e ir  stronger 
organisations* These accusations a’ave taken the fo llo w in g  forms}
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— The dominant role played by the Indian community in the DBF has infused 

an elitist and petty—bourgeosie tendency in the UBF (vide*401524E}401525E)
— This petty—'bourgeoaie tendency has gone to the extent where in the UDF 

meetings people are told not to sing ANC and MK songs* This is Bean as 
stifling growth and militancy and reducing people*s confidence in the 
UBF* ^n example can be made fro® conflicting instructions between 
Casasand the UBF given to the boycotting students (vide* 401427B j401846e )

— African comrades who are seen not to be questioning this non-African 
dominant position in the UBF are said to be viewed with bus pi cion and are 
even called names* Some of this suspisions ahave assumed racial connota­
tions*

Here it must be stated that some of this information <fis from people who do not 
necessarily like us and actually sometimes work at variance with our tactical 
and strategic line eg AvH9 Aubry, Jabu eto* But at the same time there 1b 
some truth in the saying that sometimes it is your enemy who will tell you 
the truth where your ftiend flatters you* In this particular ease some of 
thses allegations have actually been confirmed by people inside the country 
whom we consider to be on our side*
So if wertheink that sane of these issues are likely to be true, although 
coming from some quarters where they have been distroted and exaggerated, then 
they need investigating or at least our own interpretation* For an example 
it would be an anamoly if the Africans are not seen to be playing a decisive role 
in a political formation like the UBF* Thar is an issue dangerous enough to 
destroy the UBF in the long run* We always say that the liberation of south 
Africa is primarily the liberation of the African majority and hence that that 
liberation can be ensured by them playing a central role* So how do we ein 
ensure this if it is not happening now* Aubrey, Jabu, Curtis and others think 
that the solution is transfprming the RMC into and African national organisation* 
This move brings the following questions to mind|

— The RMC has not yet achieved its objective, that role is still there 
and very much so* To fight for the release of political prisoners is 
a veryimportant site of struggle and mobilisation* If the RMC is 
transformed into Something that might place confusiog in its orignal 
raison d* etre*

— An African national organisation is still in existence and that is the 
ANC* The formation of any other might create confusion*

The question however still stands* How do we ensure greater African partici­
pation and their leading role in the UBF? This question needs a thorough 
discussion* Part of the solution lies in*

— Streamlining UBF progrmmes and gearing them towards the aspirations 
of the African working and rural people*

— Consolidation of African community, civic, T.U*s youth Student organisations*
— Employment of many A frican  UBF full-time organisers to concentrate in 

African areas* It is relevant to mention here that there is an observa­
tion which says that coloured and Indian communities have a better under­
standing of grassroot organisation th a *  the African areas*

A deliberate attempt should be made to have an ANC leadership talk to some 
RMC people eg Aubrey* It should also be observed that the RMC is not homo­
geneous* There is bad blood between the Natal RMC and the TV1 RMC because 
the former is being seen to be olose to the NIC*

There is also a cerain push by some people to have the UBF developing into a
United Bemocratic Movement* This is the feeling of those people who say the 
UBF can only be more decisive in its actions and decisions if it becomes a 
movement, (vide* 4018460) this view however, oamtet has got no substantial 
support*

5) There are forces within the UBF who say it is not enough to boycott but the 
UDF should be able to come with an alternative to the tri-oamgral fraud*
These people are pushing the i e a  of a national Convention* t first people 
were confuted as to the origin of the call but later it seemed to be established 
that the idea cmae from some caucus in the NIC* Of oousse this issue has not
W n  u « 1 1 * + . h n m A . 4 +  4 a  r m l v  i m f n r + i i n s t e  +.V1A+. n o n n l A  H l r «



h have a lread y  made the c a l l  p u b lic ly  in  h is  a r t ic le  in  the RDM* Also the  
fa c t  th a t the  o r ig in  is  being seen as the NIC is  a problem because people 
s t i l l  have the 'referendum experience) The re s u lt  o f  i t  is  th a t  the  A frican  
comrades are going to  be s c e p tic la  and th ere  is  some m ilita n c y  to  oontend 
w ith * This m il ita n t  group is  going to  see th is  as a d ev ia tio n  from the INC 
l in e  o f  f ig h t in g  to  overthrow thg regim e. 'Hie p o s s ib il ity  o f the UBF 
e f fe c t iv e ly  making the N ational onvention issue a  m obilis ing  fa c to r  to  the  
advantage o f our s trugg le  is  a  re a l one*

6 )  The UBF leadersh ip  has a lso  been put in  a  * 4  bad l ig h t  by some opportunis­
t i c  elem entt w ith in  the UDF* They have not f a i le d  to  am p lify  whatever minor 
s l ip  (v id e* 49I 646E} 401524E e tc ) Part o f th is  problem is  the extension  
o f the s trag g le  between the AIH grouping and the UDF* The main ta rg e t is  
the  Indian community which he accuses o f  hampering democratic w hite  p a r t ic i­
pation  (v id e*401846c) He says the reason o f  the h o s t i l i t y  is  th a t the  
Ind ian  community fe e ls  threatened by the democratic whites because they have 
the  education, s k i l ls  and resources* The cric ic ism  o f the  UDF leadersh ip  has 
also  come from A f r i c a n  comrades who are  w ith er close to  the RMC or the AvH 
grouping* I t  i s ,  however, tru e  th a t some o f  the th ings which have been 
associated w ith  the UDF leadersh ip are  re g re tta b le *

CHIC AND KARS

Much has been said  on the negative ro le  these two resource centres have begun 
to  p lay  as weapons o f the AvH grouping against o ther orgsations in  the UDF 
(v id e * 401437D| 401644G| 401426D e tc )  This is  AvH most powerful weapon next 
to  h is  f in a n o ia l connections w ith  the  Socia l Democrats abroad* These centres  
enable him to  have con tro l over these organisations and in d iv id u a ls  becuase 
o f the  much-needed resources th e re * This con tro l provides him w ith  informa­
t io n  o f what happens, where, when and who is  involved* This con tro l has 
been made more e f fe c t iv e  by the attainm ent o f  a  large b u ild in g  o a lled  
Freeway House in  Braamfontein* Several im portant organisations have been 
p u lled  in  to  share the o ff ic e s , Cosas, RMC, SASpa youth organ isations* ^here 
is  an attem pt to  p u ll  in  SAAWU as w e ll*  CRIC has employed many A frican  youth  
from Cosas, Soyoo and other organ isations*

AvH’ s attempt to  con tro l and the suspioiouns accrueing from thee have spread 
even to  the  W/cape and Border* For eg in  the w/Cape, Saspu and AvH have 
come under heavy a tta c k  from people l ik e  Johnny Is s e l*  There are  a lso  strong  
suspioiouns between CRIC and ERIC (Education Researoh Inform ation Centre) mainly  
a r is in g  from areas on c o n tro l, (v id e * 401426D) Even the c o n fl ic t  between 
the Jonathan ««tde Vries and Is s e l has a lso  been blamed on the re la tio n s h ip  
between the Jonathan group and AvH grouping* An example o f f in a n c ia l con tro l 
can be seen in  the  re la tio n s h ip  between CRIC and V eritas  -  avH had promised 
V e rita s  R5 OOOanri suggested th a t V e rita s  f a l l  under CRIC* When th is  move 
was re s is te d  then the R5 000 d id  not come*

Another very d is tu rb in g  development is  th a t some o f the m ate ria l which is  
being produced by the media which is  under the con tro l o f these cnetres is  
now questionable in  terms o f  the p o lic y  and ideology pushed (v id e* Update 
Ju ly  or August) Update is  a  3AFU a f f i l i a t e *
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