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AMANDLA
ONSTAGE
VYACHESLAV TETYOKHIN

Late in 1981, the racist South African authorities sud-Jenly introduced additional measures for guarding theborders of the Republic of South Africa with Mozambique.What a1armed the racists so much? South Africans gotthe answer to this question several days later when itbecame known that performances of the Amandla ensem-ble formed by the African Nationa1 Congress (South Afri-ca) had been a tremendous success in Mozambique.There shoutd have been nothing out of the ordinary in theperformance of a musical company for South African mu-sical culture has long enjoyed a \ve11-deserved high repu-tation on the continent. 1n South Africa itself there aremany groups and ensemb1es with really gifted musici-ans. So what had compelled thousands of btack SouthAfricans to ignore the possible ‘grave consequences andcross the border into Mozambique in hopes of attendinga performance of the Amandla ensemble?‘
The importance of this ensembte transcends customa~ry notions of ordinary commercial groups which, eventhough we“ known, do not introduce anything new intomusical events. Even specialists find it difficult to pre-cisely define the phenomenon of Amandla. Those termsthat are closest to expressing its essence include “poli-tical theatre" and “revolutionary song-and—dance ensem-ble". Indeed. this group is an example of revolutionaryart, and in South Africa, engulfed by a mounting revolu-tionary movement, its performers give the black inhabi-tants of South Africa, continuously subjected to racialdiscrimination and oppression for hundreds of years, notso much aesthetic pleasure as answers to the questionsthey ask themselves daily, be it stutients or workers,farm labourers or clerks, for all of them are oppressed.What can be more convincing evidence of the popu1arity
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of both the ensemble and the ideas which it reflects inits performances than the alarm that gripped the racistson learning of Amundla's appearance near the borders ofSouth Africa? More thgm that, the impact of its ideasis strengthened by the skill of the performers. The pressof countries standing thousands of kilometres apart—Norway and Mozambique. Bu1garia and Zambia—revea-ted a similar enchantment when reporting Amandta'sconcerts. The Zambia Daily News wrote: "Those whosaw the two-hour performance narrating the history ofstruggle by the people of South Africa, expressed in song,dance, poetry and drama. will agree that this perfor-mance was one of the most outstanding ever given by avisiting group." A Swedish newspaper noted: “To seeand hear Amand1a. the ANC cultural group. is like beingpresent at an exptosion of aesthetical emottons."This ensemble, whose fame is spreading through-out .—\friea and Europe, did not appear from nowhere.Among its predecessors, for instance. were such groupsas Mayibuyi Which the African National Congress (ANC)of South Africa formed to represent the country‘s art atvarious regional musical contests and festivals. The newensemb1e used the cultural traditons of the various eth-nic groups populating South Africa as a basis. the sound

tional culture and songs of resistance that enabled theensemble to determine its identity and to use its posi-tion as a vehic1e for the ideas and aspirations of theoppressed people of South Africa whose liberation strug-gle has been headed for 70 years by its acknowledgedand tested vanguard—the African National Congress.The Zulu word amandla means “Power to thePeople". This word ‘is one of the militant slogans of theANC which appears on the pages of ah the publicationsof this liberation movement and is heard at a1] meetingsand gatherings held by the ANC and its followers.Preparations for participation in the World Festivalof Youth and Students in Havana in 1978 served as theimmediate reason for the formation of the permanentcompany. A group of musicians representing the ANCtook part in the African Culture Festival in Nigeria in'1977 but most of the members who subsequently formedthe nuc1eus of Amandta joined during the preparationsfor the 1978 World Festival.
The ensemble was a great success in Cuba. In factthe ensemble, consisting of only 12 members, had tosplit into groups to meet the tremendous demand forconcerts. And this at a time when the best youth en-semb1es of many countries of the world gathered in Ha-vana, not to mention that the Cuban national ensembleshave always enjoyed a very high reputation themse1ves.After the Ftavana festiva], the ANC teadership decidedto retain the ensemble on a permanent basis. This deci-sion reflected the ANC's desire to use the greatest possi-ble spectrum of forms and methods of struggle againstthe racist regime, including art.
Virtualty all members of the group are former stu-dents who took part in the uprising that flared up inSoweto in 1976. And the political intmtsity of the ensem-ble's performancesis explained to a considerable extentby the fact that most of Amandla‘= members not onlytook part in demonstrations and protest marches in 1976but also actively engaged in organising these activities.All of them were on the police "wanted" 1ists, and on1ythe threat of imminent lengthy imprisonment compelledthem to 1eave the country. It is not by mere hearsaythat these young men and women know about politica1and armed struggle. For examp1e, how can Kehla Notola

The company was given a hearty welcome in Kiev, the ca«pita! of the Ukraine-—_~_\
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Pretoria to tighten pass laws
'l‘HE South African Government is
planning to impose a nationwide
urban etirfew for blacks — its most
drastic attempt to tighten the pass
laws in 150 years. Greatly increased
penalties for puss~law infringe—
ments are also being planned in an
effort to drive “unauthorised”
blacks out of the “white” areas by
depriving them ofjubs and shelter.

In a memorandum released last
week, the Black Sash organisation
— which assists puss-luw victims —~
says that the prupused measures
“will be the most efficient tern) of
influx control this country hits ever
experienced". Contained in an
“Orderly Movement and Settle-
ment of Black Persons Bill”, tabled
in Parliament ut the end of the
recent session, the clrastie new pass
laws are now being,r processed by a
parliamentary committee.
Under the present puss luws,

blacks may remain in the ”white"
{arena for up to 72 hours without a
permit. Under the new pruposzils,
which are the responsibility at the
Minister of Cooperation illltl
Development, l)r I'iet Kuornhul', the
72—hour period will be retlueetl to an
uvernight prohibition. Unless they
hnve ul'l'ieinl uuthurisutiun, no blilt‘k
people will be allowed to reninin in
“white” iU‘L‘itS between ten at night
and live u’cloek the t'ullowing inurn-
ing.
The curfew will apply not only in

white suburbia but illsu in black
townships, since such townships
outside the black “honieluntls” are
regarded as being in the “white”
area.
From the Government's point of

view, the 72-hour limit has not
worked satisl‘uetrily, since there
could tllWilys be disputes us to how
long a person might have been
present in 11 "white” men illegnlly.
Under the system that lh‘ Kournliof
now wants to introduce, the police
will find it much easier to identify
puss-luw offenders. Anyone who
~eunnut prove by producing his pass
at rel'erenee-book that he has
authorisation to be in the “white”
area will uutuinntieully become
illegal the moment the clock strikes
ten.

l)r Kournhot} Llrul't legislntion
flows truni tlie i‘epurt ul‘ LI govern»
ment eumniisswn ul'inquiry headed
by Dr l’iet h‘iekert, lbrmer eeunumic
adviser to the Prime Minister. Since
the h’iekert ltupurt was published in
1979, Dr Koornhutk department has
been implementim,t aspects of its
recommendations on u piecemeal
basis. The latest proposals are, how-
ever, the most comprehensive
attempt to tighten the pass laws

since they were extended in the
19505 to include women.

l)r Riekert’s main recommenda-
tion, which the government
accepted, was that the pass laws be
implemented more efficiently to
achieve their aim of reducing the
number of blacks in the “white"
urens to the minimum compatible
with the eeonumy’s labour require-
ments. Dr liiekert proposed that this
should be dune by concentrating the
attack on “illegal” blacks at their
plziees 01' work and resulence.

l)r Kuornlmfs bill thus proposes
rinsing from 500 Runtls to 5,000
Hands (almost 122,500) the
maximum fine payable by tinyune
eziught employing an
“minuthorisetl” black in the “white"

,1 (In practice, the whole ot'Suuth
Atriea outside the 14 per cent com-
prising the Homelands).
The line may be imposed as an

alternative, or in addition to u guol
sentence ul'up to one year. An earlier
nierezise in the line (from lt100 to
lt500) hns nlrezidy lizitl a major
impact in compelling enipluyers to
dismiss “unauthorised" blacks, and
the “luck Sash believes the in-
crease to [£5,000 will be devastat-
ingly el‘l'eetive in eliminating their

by John Kane-Berman
in Johannesburg

eliunees (it getting wurk.
However, Ur K(iurnhulk bill

wants to make doubly sure such
people leave or keep out 01' the
“white” nretis. hi addition to
penalising anyone employing them,
the minister proposes penulising
anyone accommodating them. Any-
one providing “unnuthorisOtl”
blacks with shelter after ten zit night
will be liable in the first instnnce to a
fine of “500 (or six months” iin»
prisunment) nnd thereafter lizlble to
a line of [(20 l'or each night that the
offence continues.

'l‘his upplles not only to black
householders in townships like
Soweto, many of whom sublet
mmns' to ”unziuthurisetl" people ur
ulluw “unnuthurised” relatives to
live with them, but also to white
householders in white suburbs,
muny ul‘ whom turn in blind eye to
the “unauthorised" wives or bus
bnmls ul‘tluniestieservunts living in
their buekyurtls.
Mrs Sheena Duncan, leader of the

Black Sash, points but that the bill
will turn ordinary white house-
holders and employers into willy-
nilly enforcers ul' influx central.
Ur Nic Olivier, a former Stellen—

boseh University professor
specialising in laws governing

blacks — and now an opposition MP
-— said in il U8—pzige analysis of the
Koornhof bill that it would prob-
ably lead to “massive raids at night-
time".
The bill proves that blacks

authorised to live and work in the
"white” areas under the present
pass laws will retain these rights
and also be regarded as “perma—
nent urban residents”. However,
even they can be deprived of this
permanent status if they do not
have “approved accommodation”.
Given the severe shortage of black
housing all over the country, some
observurs fear some of these
“permanent" people could be in
jeopardy
The draft legislation also seeks to

tighten influx control in the rural
areas. Clause 15(1) (A) says: "No
black person shall be resident in the
rural area unless he has been
authorised thereto by a designated
uflicer” (ie the relevant government
official). Provision is made for
"l‘urm tenement boards” to deter‘
mine how many black people the
farmers in each particular district
niuy accommodate on their land.
A detailed memorandum on the

bill which a large business
organisation has drawn up for
submission to the government says
that the implication of the rural
areas provisions is that “for the first
time, blacks living in the rural ureu
will be exposed to the possibility 01'
pass raids".

In his outgoing chairman’s state-
ment recently, Mr Harry Oppen-
heimer ot' the Anglo-American De
Beers group said the bill was
“entirely unacceptable".
There are no ufficial figures for

the number of blacks likely to be
“authorised” under the new bill to
live nnd work in the 86 per cent 01'
the cuuntry that is officially
designated as the. “white” area
However, 1970 statistics cited by the
ltiekert Commission suggest that it
could be in the region of one in leer
adults. N
This means that if the bill

becomes law in its present form,
something of the order 01' three out of
every four black adults could find
that the whule euuntry outside the
lluuielunds ls forbidden territory to
them at night (with exceptions for
certuin categories, such as hospital
patients and hotel guests).
Ur Olivier said he was not opti-

mistic the bill would be radically
altered by the parliamentary com—
mittee since it contained ideological
principles from which the ruling
National Party was not prepared to
deviate. 


