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ble formed by the African National Congress (South Afri-
ca) had been a tremendous success in  Mozambique.
There should have heen nothing out of the ordinary in the
performance of a musical company for South African muy-
sical culture has long enjoyed a well-deserved high repu-
tation on the continent. In South Africa itseli there are
many groups and ensembles with really gifted musici-
ans. So what had compelled thousands of black South
Alricans to ignore the possible grave consequences and
cross the border into Mozambique in hopes of atlending

farm labourers or clerks, for all of them are oppressed.
What can be more convincing evidence of the popularity

split into groups
concerts. And this at a time when the best youth en-
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X of both the ensemble and the ideas which it reflects in
b Q. MAND I A s performances than the alarm that gripped the racists
on learning of Amandla’s appearance near the borders of
South Africa? More than that, the impact of jts ideas
4y is strengthened by the skill of the performers. The press
.7 Ol countries standing thousands of Kilometres apart—
0 Norway and Mozambique, Bulgaria and Zambia—revea-
o led a similar enchantment when reporting Amanpdla’s
4 concerts. The Zambia Daily News wrote: “Those "who
4 saw the l;rwol-jhour performance narrating the history of
struggle by the people of South Africa, expressed in song,
i VYACHESLAY TETYOKHIN dance, poeiry and drama. wiil agree ihapt this perfo%—
:% mance was one of the most outstanding ever given by a
g visiting group.” A Swedish newspaper noted: “To see
o and hear Amandla, the ANC cultural group, is like being
’,ﬁ . preselnt at an gxplosiltlm offaesthetical emotions.” 2 :
Jin : ) b 3 S W . l -
i Late in 1981, the racist South African authorities sud- gutT.ilfs;'fceanb:er lEuropZ;S edidar?f)t lasppebaﬁ'reaf(i::)nn% rgol;g;iégre.
3 denly trftroduced qdd:t:onag measures for guarding the Among its predecessors, for instance, were such groups
A l\){jl:dtt:rs lof lh?j RtiePU?’li?_f—'t’f South A}flf;caso":zfttl_fll 11‘{?“1?(:33”1}31‘1“3{ as ,.‘:la}fibu;.-'i_ which the African National Congresg (ANC)
/4 % Rielheed - e @ciStS s0 much: ML 4 s go of South Africa formed to represent the country's art at
¥ g::a;fs"i;g ‘Eg ttl?zﬁ S:E’:}t;&f;nzgeg E?fl tlcliea}jzn]:rieclr]auehnesne mlt various regional musical contests and festivals. The new

i
2. .

ensemble used the cultural traditons of the various eth-
1c groups populating South Africa as a basis, the sound
lraditions created over several centuries of struggle aga-
inst the colonialists. It is these age-old traditions of na-
tional culture and songs of resistance that enabled the
ensemble to determine its identity and to use its posi-
'ion as a vehicle for the ideas and aspirations of the
vppressed people of South Africa whose liberation strug-
gle has been headed for 70 years by its acknowledged
and tesied vanguard—the African National Congress.

, s tol The Zulu word amandla means “Power to the
d performance of the Amandla ensemble: __ : People”. This word is one of the militant slogans of the
The importance of this ensembie transcends customa- ANC which appears on the pages of all the publications
ry notions ol ordinary commercial groups which, even of this liberation movement and is heard at all meeiings
A thou‘gh well known, do no!& introduce .::myt_hmg new into and gatherings heid by the ANC and its followers.
musical evenis. Even specialists find it difficult to pte- Preparations for participation in the World Festival
W e cisely define the phenomenon of Amandla._Those terms of Youth and Students in Havana in 1978 served as the
i t_hat are -;:Io:-.;sest to“express_mg Its essence include poli- immediate reason for the formation of the permanent
. oy tical theatre and revolutionary song-and-dance ensems- company. A group of musicians representing the ANC
T ble”. [ndeed, this group is an example of revolutionary tocok part in the African Culture Festival in Nigeria in
3 art, and in South Alrica, engulfed by a mounting revolu- 1977 but most of the members who subsequently formed
& e tionary movement, its periormers give ?h_e blac mha{n- the nucleus of Amandla joined during the preparations
tants of South Africa, continuously subjected to racial for the 1978 World Festival
A discrimination and oppression for hundreds of years, not The ensemble was i great success in Cuba. In fact
2 so much aesthetic pleasure_ as answers to the questions the ensemble, consisting of only 12 members, had to
% they ask themselves daily, be it students or workers,

to meet the rremendous demand for

sembles of many couniries of the world gathered in Ha-
vdna, not to mention that the Cuban national ensembies
have always 2njoyed a very high reputation themselves.

Alter the Tawvana festival, the ANC leadership decided
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- m“ o stk (e RaEES o BB LRSI T sion reflected the ANC’s desire to use the greatest possi-

| g JaF ble spectrum of forms and methods oi struggle against
o7 Lo R TR O e e R T My thie racist regime, includ ing art,

TR LR g oy WP N Sy Virtually all members of the group are former stu-
| dents who took part in the uprising that flared up in
Soweto in 1976, And the political intensity of the ensem-
ble's performances is explained to a considerable extent
by the fact that most of Amandia’s members not only
took part in demonsirations and pretest marches in 1976
but also actively engaged in organising these activities.
All of them were on the police “wanted” lists, and only
the threat of imminent lengthy imprisonment compelled
them to leave the country. It is not by mere hearsay
that these voung men and women know about political
and armed struggle. For example, how can Kehla Notola

Th

€ company was given a hearty welcome in Kiev, the ca-
pital of the Ukraine
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Pretoria to tighten pass laws

THE South African Government is
planning to impose a nationwide
urban curfew for blacks — its most
drastic attempt to tighten the pass
laws in 30 years. Greatly increased
penalties for pass-law infringe-
ments are also being planned in an
effort to drive “‘unauthorised”
blacks out of the “white” areas by
depriving them of jobs and shelter.

In a memorandum released last
week, the Black Sash organisation
— which assists pass-law victims —
says that the proposed measures

“will be the most efficient form of

influx control this country has ever
experienced”’. Contained in an
“Orderly Movement and Settle-
ment of Black Persons Bill”, tabled
In Parliament at the end of the
recent session, the drastic new pass
laws are now being processed by a
parliamentary committee.

Under the present pass laws,
blacks may remain in the “white”
lareus for up to 72 hours without a
permit. Under the new proposals,
which are the responsibility ot the
Minister ol Cooperation and
Development, Dr Piet Koornhof, the
72-hour period will be reduced to an
overnight prohibition. Unless they
have official authorisation. no black
people will be allowed to remain in
“white” areas between ten at night
and five o’clock the following morn-
INng.

The curfew will apply not only in
white suburbia but also in black
townships, since such townships
outside the black “homelands” are
regarded as being in the “white”
area.

From the Government’s point of

view, the 72-hour limit has not
worked satisfactrily, since there
could always be disputes as to how
long a person might have been
present 1n a “white” area illegally.

Under the system that Dr Koornhof

now wants to introduce, the police
will find it much easier to \dentify
pass-law offenders. Anyone who
“cannot prove by producing his pass
or relerence-book that he has
authorisation to be in the “white”
area  will automatically become
illegal the moment the clock strikes
Len.

Dr Koornhof’s draft legislation
flows from the report of a povern-
ment commission of inquiry headed
by Dr Piet Rickert, former economic
adwviser to the Prime Minister. Since
the Riekert [{eport was published in
1979, Dr Koornhot’s department has
been implementing aspects of its
recommendations on a plecemeal
basis. The latest proposals are, how-
ever, the most comprehensive
attempt to tighten the pass laws

since they were extended in the
19508 to include women.

Dr Riekert’s main recommenda-
tion, which the government
accepted, was that the pass laws be
implemented more efficiently to
achieve their aim of reducing the
number of blacks in the “white”
areas to the minimum compatible
with the economy’s labour require-
ments. Dr Riekert proposed that this
should be done by concentrating the
attack on “illegal” blacks at their
places of work and residence.

Dr Koornhof’s bill thus proposes
raising from 500 Rands to 5,000

Rands (almost £2,500) the
maximum fine payable by anyone
caught employing an

“unauthonsed” black in the “white”

Coa(n practice, the whole of South
Alrica outside the 14 per cent com-
prising the Homelands).

The fine may be imposed as an
alternative, or in addition to a gaol
sentence ofup toone year. An earlier
mcrease in the fine (from R100 to
R5H00) has already had a major
impact 1n compelling employers to
dismiss “unauthorised” blacks, and
the Black Sash believes the in-
crease Lo RH,000 will be devastat-
ingly etfective in eliminating their

by John Kane-Berman
in Johannesburg

chances of getting work. |

However, Dr Koornhof’s bill
wants to make doubly sure such
people leave or keep out of the
“white” areas. In addition to
penalising anyone employing them,
the minister proposes penalising
anyone accommodating them. Any-
one  providing  “unauthorised”
blacks with shelter after ten at night
wHI be hiable in the first instance to a
fine of RH00 (or six months' im-
prisonment) and thereafter liable to
a fine of R20 for each night that the
offence continues.

This applies not only to black
householders in townships like
Soweto, many of whom sub-let
rooms to “unauthorised” people or
allow “unauthorised” relatives to
live with them, but also to white
householders in white suburbs,
many of whom turn a blind eye to
the “unauthorised” wives or hus-
bands of domestic servants living in
thewr backyards.

Mrs Sheena Duncan, leader of the
Black Sash, points out that the bill
will turn ordinary white house-
holders and employers into willy-
nilly enforcers of influx control.

Dr Nic Olivier, a former Stellen-
bosch University professor
specialising 1n ' laws governing

blacks — and now an opposition MP
— sald 1n a 38-page analysis of the
Koornhof bill that it would prob-
ably lead to “massive raids at night-
time”’.

The bill proves that blacks
authorised to live and work in the
“white” areas under the present
pass laws will retain these rights
and also be regarded as “perma-
nent urban residents”. However,
even they can be deprived of this
permanent status if they do not
have “approved accommodation”.
Given the severe shortage of black
housing all over the country, some
observers fear some of these
“permanent” people could be in
jeopardy.

The draft legislation also seeks to
tighten influx control in the rural
areas. Clause 15(1) (A) says: “No
black person shall be resident in the
rural area unless he has been
authorised thereto by a designated
officer” (ie the relevant government
official). Provision is made for
“farm tenement boards” to deter-
mine how many black people the
farmers in each particular district
may accommodate on their land.

A detailed memorandum on the
bill which a large business
organisation has drawn up for
submission to the government says
that the mmplication of the rural
areas provisions is that “for the first
time, blacks living in the rural area
will be exposed to the possibility of
pass rawds’”.

In his outgoing chairman’s state-
ment recently, Mr Harry Oppen-
heimer of the Anglo-American De
Beers group said the bill was
“entirely unacceptable”.

There are no official figures for
the number of blacks likely to be
“authorised” under the new bill to
live and work in the 86 per cent of
the country that 1is officially
designated as the. “white” area.
However, 1970 statistics cited by the
Riekert Commission suggest that it
could be in the region of one in four
adults.

This means that if the bill
becomes law in its present form,
something of the order of three out of
every four black adults could find
that the whole country outside the
Homelands 1s forbidden territory to
them at night (with exceptions for
certain categories, such as hospital
patients and hotel guests).

Dr Olivier said he was not opti-
mistic the bill would be radically
altered by the parliamentary com-
mittee since it contained ideological
principles from which the ruling
National Party was not prepared to
devialte.




