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LI ONEL FORVAN

At the time of his death on Cctober 19, 1959,

Li onel Formah had accumnul ated nmuch material for the
witing of a History of the Peoples of South Africa.
Fromthe articles printed in this Anniversary

Booklet, his intention to tell the story of all the
peopl es of South Africa emerges. In particular he

wi shed to record the rich social and political his-
y'tory of the African, Coloured and Indian peoples,
giving their rightful place to the past personalities, t
events and novenents normally ignored or falsely

depicted in South African history books.

Early in 1959, Professor Thonpson, under whom

Forman was studying at the University of Cape Town for
his DoctOrate on the G owh and Devel opnent of Non-Eur -
opean Political Oganisations, remarked: nHe is in such

a hurry, he wants to work so quickly," This was so. It
was his sense of urgency which enabled himin a short
time to illuminate many aspects of the hidden history of
South Africa. Much of the material he sesrched for,

found and col | ated appeared under his name in articles
during his lifetine. He published one booklet on early
political organisations, and another, on the relations
bet ween Bl ack and Wiite after the arrival of Van R ebeeck
was published posthunously.

Hi s drive towards, and preoccupation with the achieve
ment of a better life for all the peoples of South Africa
enabled himto do this work in addition to putting in a
full day in his legal practice, working as a Journali st
and assistant editor of the weekly (now banned) "New Age"
and pursuing his studies at the University.

It is to be hoped that this work will be carried on

by ot her young peopl e whose i magi nation is stirred by a
forgotten and often deliberately buried past studded with
significant and col ourful personalities, organisations and
even whol e novenents that in their tinme had such profound
i nfl uence on the history of South Africa.

t ot
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EVERY year, on Decenber 16, there is a spate

of claptrap frompul pits and platforns and press
about how, at Blood River, on Decenber 16, 1838,
the forces of civilisation and of |ight, the nessen-
gers of God Hi nsel f, destroyed the power of barbarism
and darkness in the shape of Dingane’s Zul us.

It mght be a good idea to armourselves in

advance agai nst bei ng subnerged in the wave of
emotion by taking a | ook at the facts.

It is one of the facts of history up to now

that in the relations between tribes or nations,
when two nei ghbouring peopl es have had an urgent
econom ¢ need for sonething of which there was not
sufficient for both, the stronger community has
seized by force that thing fromthe weaker.

It is only when man obtains rational contro

of his society, and is able by his use of science
to satisfy the economc wants of all, that were and
all the horrors that go with themw || cease to be
the steppi ng-stones of history.

South Africais .history is no different from

that of other countries in this respect. In the
Quest-for good land for nmen and cattle, the strong
di spossess the week. They did it by trickery if
possi ble; by Lrute force if necessary. And those
who were defending their |and used the same weapons.
Whi l e the Europeans were establishing their

rule in the Cape, the Free State and parts of the
Transvaal , the Zulus were establishing theirs in
Nat al .
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ZULU AND ENGLI SH MEET
VWhen the first Europeans - Englishnen 7
cane in 182H the Zul us gave them pernission to
settle and establish Port Natal (now Durban).
In 1828, the Zulus, disturbed by the be-
havi our of the Wites, sent some of their men,
i ncluding a chief, Jacob, to the Cape to study
the way the Europeans had behaved towards the
Xhosas there.
Jacob reported
"At first the white people cane and took part of
their land, then they encroached and drove them
farther back...they built houses (m ssions) anpbng
them for the purpose of subduing them by wtch-
craft...the soldiers frequently asked what sort
of country the Zulus had...and said 'W shall soon
be after you.’ They would then build a fort, when
nore woul d come and dermand | andJ who woul d al so
bui |l d houses and subdue the Zul us and keep dri -
ving them farther back, as they had driven the
frontier tribes."
In spite of this explicit (and prophetic)
war ni ng, Di ngane, who succeeded Tshaka in 1828,
took no hostile action against Port Natal, al-
though the white settlers, nunbering until 1836,
no nmore than thirty people, were conpletely at
his mercy.
Three times his councillors recomended
the destruction of the settlenent, and three
ti mes Di ngane vetoed the proposal
He did not nol est them even though he had
cause for resentnment because the Port Natal Wite
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settl enent, happy to have bl ack | abour and bl ack
allies, was proving a haven for the Zulu tribe’s
outlaws and political refugees. The white sett-
lers were treated as chiefs by no fewer than 3,000
of these people and in the words of Eheal, "exer-
ci sed power even of death over their followers."
1 "The Eur Opean settlenment” noted the White settler
? H F. Fynn, "was objectionable not only because it
"was an inmperiuminperio (i.e. a kingdomwi thin a
ki ngdom) but because it harboured nany that could
be assuned to have vowed everl asting vengeance..
and were consequently plotting to bring about his
downfall." In addition the settlers were actively
forrenting tribal feuds and disunity.
Alarnmed at the possibility that D ngane m ght attack
them the Europeans held a neeting and agreed to app-
roach the Zulu ruler and give himan assurance that
they woul d not be attacked?
PREDECTI ON
Di hgahe willingly entered into a pact with
the Europeans in April 1835; ea ing at the tine,
JI will keep n; wrd; but | know that the Wite
people will be the first to break the treatyoh
"As the despot hinself correctly
was i ndeed broken anl suroricinwrv

I
surm sed. $c

: gocng3

tfnn. ooment s;

VIt

iwo white traders, Laieteid and Snel oer, were, w thw
in two nonths, haul 5:11 work in the Zulu ’'iiezwfgtory

smuggl ing Zul u wonen through to Port Natal: where
there was a great demand for them anong t he Europeans.
In spite of these infringenents, the general effect

of the treaty satisfied D ngane.
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A year of close co-operation between the Afri-
cans and the Europeans foll owed. Wen in 1836, Din-
gene | aunched an attack on the Swazis, one of the
col oni sts not ed:
"The whol e of the British inhabitants with three or
four exceptions have voluntarily joined the Zulu armny
and by neans of their firearns killed and wounded a
nunber of his enem es for which they have been hand-
sonely rewarded with the cattle they have captured,"
(Those who cite Dingene’'s wars agai nst defencel ess
tribes as exanples of African savagery shoul d be
remi nded that Europeans Wth their guns formed the
spear head of the Zulue in at |east one such attack
Savegery knows no col our bar.)
BOERS ARRI VE
In 1837 the Voortrekkcrs arrived in Natal.
Di ngane saw themin a conpletely different |ight
fromthe nen at Port Natal. He saw the Boers as a
threat to the Zulu people. He believed that they
woul d seize the Zulu | and as they had seized the
| and of other people before.
Nevert hel ess, his first-deelings with the Voor-
trekkere were friendly. On October 31, 1837, he
wote to the Voortrekker | eader Piet Retief telling
hi mt hat he had di scovered another chief in posses-
sion of a nunmber of sheep belonging to the Beers. He
returned the sheep together with the letter.
Retief followed this up with a letter asking |ingane
for a grant of |and,
"Qur country is small, and we, becom ng numerous, can
no | onger subsist there," he wote.
Di ngane replied on Novenber 8, saying that he was
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consi dering the request, but charging the Boers with
the theft of his cattle; "A great nunber of cattle
have been stolen fromnmy country by a peopl e having

cl ot hes, horses and guns. The Zul us assure ne that
these people were Boers...the Zulus now wi sh to know
what they have to expect.

"My greatest wi sh, therefore, is that you should show
that you are not guilty of the matters all eged agai nst
you, for at present | believe that you are. My re-
guest is that you recover nmy cattle and restore them
to ne, and if possible, hand over the thief to ne.
That proceeding will remove ny suspicions, and wll
gi ve you reason to know that | amyour friend: then

| shall accede to your request. | shall give you a
sufficient nunmber of people to drive the cattle that
you nmay recapture for nme: and they will renove all the
suspi cions that the stolen cattle are in the hands of
the Dutch."

?etief assured Dingane that it had not been the Boers,
but a Basutho chief, Sikonyela, who had stolen the
cattle.

Whet her or not Sikonyela had stolen any cattle, no
one knows. But Retief and his nen, acconpani ed by
sone Zulus, w thout further ado, made for his kraal
They were already acquainted with Sikonyela, for he
and his tribe had hel ped to show t he Voortrekkers

the best way to get their wagons fromthe Hi ghvel d
through the difficult Drakensberg nountains into Natal.
RETI EFI S TRI CKI

Retief received a hospitable welconme, and in

return, offered to denpnstrate to the chief a pair of
handcuffs he had with him

Si konyel a was kept bound for three days until his
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peopl e had rounded up a sufficient nunber of cattle
for Retief. The hel pless tribesnmen, according to
an account by Dr. John Philip, asked Retief indig-
nahtly: "lIs this the way you treat the Chiefs of
the people ?"
"Being answered in the affirmative, with coarse and
of f ensi ve expressions, he asked, 'Wuld you treat
Di ngane in this way were he in your power? '’
"To this they made reply: "W shall treat Dingane
in the same manner should we find himto be a
rogue.| "
Unknown to Retief, there was one of Di ngane’s
councillors among the Zulus with him
"Fromthat nmoment," said Philip’ s informant,
"Di ngane's councillor becane restless and uneasy,
and as soon as it becane dark he di sappeared, pro-
ceeded with speed to Dingane, related his story,
along with his own inpression; and the chief
taking fear fromhis councillor, made his prepa-
rations for the destruction of Retief and his
party before their arrival with the cattle."
REASONS FOR FEAR
Though this may have been the deci ding
factor, other facts have al so been cited as
confirmng the view of Dingane’'s councillors
that the Boers were a very real danger to Zulu
security.
The Zul us had heard from Retief’s own |ips how
the Boers had defeated the Matabel e and nassa-
cred them - and the Matabel e were the kinsnen
of the Zul us.
And according to the short biography of D ngane_
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in Mweli Skota's "African Yearly Register”, Ilon
nore than two occasions reports were brought to him
by his spies that the Boers were seen by night on al
sides of the village in which the Royal Kraal was
situated.”
It is also suggested that the Zulus who acconpani ed
Retief on his raid on Sikonyela reported back that
the cattle seized there were not those which had been
stolen fromthe Zulus, thus confirmng Dingane in the
belief that the cattle had been stolen by the Boers,
Theal records too, that there were very strong runour
at the tinme that one O the British settlers had
i nfl uenced Dingane in his decision to kill Retief by
telling himthat the Boer claimthat they were short
of land was patently untrue, for they had | eft good
land in the Cape, that they were deserters fromBri-
tish rule, and that the British therefore, would not
view their punishnent w th disfavour
VWhen Retief and his sixty followers came to Dinganeis
Kraal with the cattle, the Chief, who now, in his own
words, "had no doubt that they were enem es maSQuer aw
di ng under the guise of friendship, " tricked them
with professions of friendship, just as they had
tricked Sikonyela, and had themkilled on the spot.
Then imredi ately the Zulus attacked all the Boer
canps in Natal, killing on the Boers! estinmates, not
fewer than 375 white nen, wonen and children and two
hundred of their African servants.
WORST DI SASTER
This was by far, very far the worst disaster the
whites had ever suffered at the hands of the bl acks
in South Africa,
The Boers and Britons i mediately united to counteru
attack. Thirty Durban settlers |led an arny of ove



-9 _

1,000 Africans agai nst Di ngane, while 350 Boers
nmount ed and armed wi th nuskets attacked from
Pietermaritzburg.

The Zulus won a series of extrenely costly vic-
tories and on April 26, the missionary Owen
recorded "the whole country is at their dispo-
83.1 $1!

But Di ngane did not follow up this victory.

The writer Miguni says "Wth Port Natal at his
nercy and with the eneny taking to the boats

Di ngane returned to his capital. This major

bl under was due to the fact that he thought

still in terns of tribal war ethics. He had
shown his superiority and he thought the enemny
woulu now live in peace with him so he did n07
extend his sway over the BoersBritish force he had
routed, The Boer-British front exploited D ngane's
pol i teness, regrouped, and under Pretorius, killed
3,000 Zulu soldiers at Blood River."

DECEMBER 16

That was on Decenber 16 which the Afrikaners
now cel ebrate as a public holiday to mark what
they have been taught by Nationalist historians
to believe was the "decisive" battle between
white and bl ack

In fact however, Blood R ver was by no nmeans a
decisive battle. The Afrikaners |acked the
mlitary power of the British, to whom nust go

t he dubi ous honour of having won the engagenents
whi ch smashed the main tribes, including the

Zul us.

It was only in January 18M), when Di nganeis
treacherous brother Myande, placed hinself at
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the head of a nunber of dissident Zulu tribes, united
with the Boers, and led an arny of nearly 6,000 Zul u?
spear headed by MDO nounted Boers agai nst Di ngane, that
the latter was defeated and forced to flee.

The Zulu military nachine renained relatively intact
but Mpande becane a puppet chief in the service of the
Boers.

But Just as there was nowhere a black man coul d go and
be left in peace by the white man, so there was nowher’
a Boer could go and be left in peace by the British.
Wthin a few nonths of the establishnment of the Boer
Republic in Natal, reports reached London that there
was val uable surface coal in the territory. At the
same time awareness was growi ng of the val ue of Port
Natal as a naval base

In 1842, after a short battle with the Boers, the
British took over;

For the Zulus it changed not hi ng.

et ee

The facts upon which this article is based cone from
McM || an: Bantu Boer and Briton

Bird : Annals of Natal

Fynn : Diaries.

Gardi ner: Journey to the Zoolu Country.

Skota : African Yearly Register.

Onen : Diaries.

Whguni : Three Hundred Years.

Theal : The Boers in South Africa,

(Decenber, 1958)
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A GOOD way of getting to know the details of

al nost every inportant stage in the nodern history
of South Africa would be by a study of the records
of her treason trials.

The period of white colonisation and the

seizure of the territory occupied by the Africans;
the grievances of the Cape Dutch settlers which
culmnated in the Geat Trek; the Boer War and the
two world wars; the great 1922 clash between the
white workers and the Chanber of M nes and CGovern-
ment - each of these historic landmarks is fully
docunented in the treason trials which have accom
panied it. And in al nost every case posterity has
taken a different View of the guilt of the accused
peopl e than the view taken by the special court

j udges.

et e

R V. MAKANA

In 1818, in spite of frequent sol ermm decl ara-
tions by the British in the Cape Colony that the
Fish River was the | egal boundary of the col ony,
white settlers crossed the river in force and
attacked t het hosas.

Ai ded by a renegade Xhosa chief, Gaika, the
British burned down all the villages near the
river’and seized 23,000 cattle. Then after

sharing the loot with Gaika and his foll owers,
they returned across the river, |eaving Gaika
behi nd as a "gobd boy" chief.

Led by Makana and Ndl anbe t he Xhosas rose

agai nst Gai ka, decisively defeated himand his
foll owers, and marched across the Fish R ver
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"followi ng the tracks of our cattle."
Enraged by the burning of their hones and the
theft of their wealth, the Xhosa warriors chanted ?
song expressing their aim
"To chase the Wiite men fromthe earth
And drive themto the sea
The sea that vomited themup at us."
Makana' s troops attacked G ahanst own.
This was treason.
Makana was sentenced to |life inprisonnment on
Robben Island. A year later he was drowned | eading
a group of prisoners in a bold attenpt to escape.
R v. DIN zZULU
Di ni zul u, son of Cetewayo, descendant of Tshak’ w
has the distinction of being the only South Africa:
ever to have been convicted of treason twi cg.
In 1887 the British seized the best of the ter-
ritory occupied by the Zulus and handed it over to
white farmers. Dinizulu resisted.
Wth three others Dinizulu was placed on tria
"During the trial very interesting variations O’ nmme
famed | aws of English Justice were introduced", conf®
ments Aiver Walker in "Proud Zulu". "Whol esal e hasuu
say evidence was admtted,"
Harry Escone, who was later to be Prime Mnistcfr
of Natal described the trial as "a crowning act of
persecution.” Not satisfied with robbing Dinizulw
his land, the robbers put himin Jail for defending
his property.
Again, a song was a feature of the trial. Like
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Det ecti ve- Sergeant von Papendorff reciting "Down
by the Riverside"” in the Drill Hall, (a reference
to the 1956 Treason Trial - ed?) one of his em
barrassed forerunners had the task of telling the
court that the Zulus were singing a parody of the
Natal national anthem "There is a Green H Il Far
Away" to these words:
"There is a big jail far away,
Qutside the city wal
Where our dear Chief is |ocked up
Who is ready to die for us all."
As the chief’'s ten-year sentence was pro-
nounced a voice at the back of the court began
to boom out a song of praise to Dinizulu
"You who are |like the rays of the sun, _
You who anticipated the sun before it rose...
Swiftly the praisenmaker was driven out at
bayonet - point by a hated Nonqgai - a Zulu
pol i ceman.
BAMBATA AND DI NI ZULU
Thirty years later, cane the Zulu poll tax
rebelli on of 1906 which held up for nany years
the Government’s plan to extract poll tax from
the people. The rebellion, led by Chief Banbata,
was bl oodily crushed after a nunber of bitter
battl es. Bambata was killed. And Dinizul u was
charged with high treason, public violence,
sedition, rebellion and hom ci de.
The chief had not in actual feet played a
very heroic part. He had publicly protested his
loyalty to the governnment and decl ared that he
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was prepared to assist in suppressing the revolt.
But he had had the courage to hi de BrmlacoTo

wife ehd childrerL for a full year and had a(tuelly
hi dden Banbate hinmself for a shorlLtinme whj.le the
sol diers were looking fol him

, This was treason.

After a canpaign | ed by Bishop Col enso of Nata

to save Dinizulu fromcertain death at the hands of
a Natal Court, he was taken to the Cape and trje&
there. The Special Court sentenced himto four year
end a GoVer hment Bl ue Book shows that after an

anxi ous correspondence with Witehall it was de’L1lide
by the authorities to treat himas a Wite prsrnner
with a cot, sthe and European diet.

R v. THE SLAGTERTS NEK REBELS

The grievances of’ the Dutch set llers al Llle

Cape against the British policy ainmed at wlpunL out
their Culture and | anguage and are fully renee. Led
inthe trial record of the participants of t? e rebe
[ion of 1815.

This is the eargiest treason trial of which I

have been able to find the conplete record - a huge
1, 000 page vol une.

The origin of the rebellion is to be found in

the bitterness of the Cape Dutch _settlers agai nst
the British Governnent; all the reasons which twent
years later gave rise to the G eat Trek are here
revealed. - , 1

Because part.of the grievances arose Of opr-’
eition to a nore enlightened policy towards the Non
VWites, part of one’'s synpathies lie with the Gove3. m
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ment. But inaSmuch as the rebels were pitted
agai nst the arrogant inperialist policy aimnmed
at crushing their | anguage and culture, they
to o had right on their side
lv

.Today the Slagter’ s Nek rebels are Afri -
kaner heroes, enshrined in Nationalist Party
folklore and it is instructive therefore to
notice that the rebels,1n their hatred of the
British were Erepare& to ally thenselves with
-u-ucu..._._.-g.-__a.
the Africans in their struggle
deheer hOAS, 1n the words of the
pi ngeeurar that.the rebeimsent a nessage to
; he Xhosa 13f Gaika "in order to request help
J1Q support in he pr o-j.3cLed rebell on ag c’zinst
7 ctrzs troops, and to entice their aegisw
1 _ hy pronises, not ehly of such trifies as
ti eseTbelbarl eVliere fond 01, but 8 180 of the
btl e both 01 she troops and peaceable 1h t
teans) and f:?h91ly the Distri.ct cf the Zuuzzt
xpwn whic the ei’irL’Lere Deen 61.1ven new fun;
ya ;3 agzo with so nL7Ch tre euDLe 31nd expeue "
.

r
(

f.

L

LI.

u)

8 W19 (.951 ;L)1'1

Unfortunately for the Dutch rebels, (1113

13 we have already see:, was a GoVernnment man
he declined to join in and told the rebels |aw
comcaliy; "YQu fight 1? you w ht to n Then

he warned the GO v elhnment, (M;L Wnje ht -well
have been a 1 ttle different 1f the rizbels had
i and not a Gaika in power,)

baLtl e the Sialierie Nah rebele

LLengt h; eeluwrvly axd 4thei;v six

Ah a nice lelln3lenl tge

hanged out the court creezed
he made fest around tLe nelLzL to
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the gall ows and exposed to the public view, and
together with the other prisoners, to witness the
execution; "

The gal | ows broke under the weight of the six

nmen, so they were |lifted up and hanged agai n, one
by one.

THE REFORM COWM TTEE

The full background to the Boer War is to be

found in the records of the trial for treason of Sir
Lionel Phillips and other nenbers of the Reform Com
nmttee which plotted on behalf of Britain and the
Chanber of M nes, the overthrow of the Transvaa
Republ i c.

Together with Cecil Pl des these men planned ant
organi sed the Janmeson Raid, which, had it not proved
a farce, would have saved the British the trouble of
the far nore expensive piece of inperialist aggressiv
t he Boer War.

This was certainly treason.

But mllionaires don’t hang, Though sentenced

to death, Sir Lionel and his friends were rel eased
on the paynent of heavy fines.

JOPI E FOURI E

Jopie Fourie was no nmillionaire, and he hanged

the only man to die for treason since Union.

Fourie had sone small understanding, as did

many Afrikaner nationalists at the tinme, that South
Africa' s troubles were caused by foreign oapitalisw
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Pointing to the Pretoria O ub, headquarters of

the I ocal mne magnates, he is reported by his

of ficial Nationalist biographer as sayi ngw

"There, yes there, the main | aws of our country

are cooked up in consultation with the capitalists.”
Jopi e Fourie still wanted to continue fighting

the Boer War a full twelve years after his country’s
defeat. He saw the outbreak of the First World War
as the opportunity to break free of Smuts’ Govern-
nment, which, he believed, was betraying his country
to foreign inperialismby its alliance with Britain
in the war against. CGernmany. 80 he took up arns
agai nst Snuts.

This was treason,

And Fourie Was tried, sentenced and hanged.

Today, like the nen of Slagteris Nek, he is a

Nati onal i st hero.

THE BAND STRI KE

The story of the struggle of the Wite mners

on the Rand agai nst the Chanber of M nes and the
whol e power of the State can be found in the ful
records of the trial for treason of two of the

wor kers’ | eaders, Erasmus and Vil joen.

The strike was an epic of class battle -

bet ween t he Chanber of M nes and the Smuts CGovern-
ment on the one hand and the Wite Mne Wrkers -
betrayed by the right-wi ng trade uni on | eadership
on the other. But it was a battle in which adnira-
tion of the strikers’ heroismis tenpered by amaze-
ment at the main slogan upon which the fight was
based: "W rkers of the Wrld, Unite and Fight for

a Wite South Africa,”



.17

The Appel | ate Division decisions in Erasnus

and Viljoen s cases, incidentally, are the main
decision in our law defining treason, and if R v,
Luthuli goes to trial we shall hear R v. Erasnus
and R v. Viljoen 1923 A. D. quoted tine and
again. (Witten in 1957 - ed.)

ROBEY LEI BRANDT

This man’s history is too recent in our neno;

to be dealt with at length. A former nenber of th
South African Police Force, he went to Gernmany ani
i ked what the Gestapo did. He joined the Nazi
Arnmy and was | anded in South Africa by submarine.
Here he enbarked on a campaign of terror and
entiesemtism- with the aimof bringing Qur
country into the Nazi enpire.

This too was treason.

The Nationalists | et Robey Lei brandt |oose as
soon as they got into power.

R v. LUTHULI AND 155 OTHERS

This is the largest trial for treason our

country has ever known and the first tine that

Bl ack men and White nen, Afrikaner and nons

Afri kaner, have stood together as co-accused,

And like the previous trials in our history it
marks a new stage in South Africa’ s devel oprent.
History will judge whether, like the Slegterl
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Nek trial it involves freedomfromtyrrany;
whet her like the trial of Mikana it involves
the assertion of national independence;
whet her what Erasmus and Viljoen fought for
has its parallels in the action of the |eaders
of the South African Congress of Trade Unions;
and whet her, like the Zulu Chief Dinizulu,
Zulu Chief Luthuli will be found guilty of
trying to overthrow the State.
There is an echo of the freed Robey
Lei brandt in the trial too. For the defence
has declared in court that the accused will
aimto show that the trial is patterned on
the Reichstag Fire Trial nodel - the trial
whi ch brought to Germany the Nazi rule
Lei brandt wanted to see in our |and.
t et
( March 19579 )
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Te EL L REE) f-E OPEE __ | | _
POUTQCAL P1 ANFFPK
THERE are anong the South African people, huge
reserves of mass support for political emancipation
whi ch have not yet been brought into the struggle,
but which will inevitably be brought into it. As
they come to reinforce the ranks, its strength will
be doubl ed and redoubl ed.
Per haps the greatest reservoir which is as yet
al nost untapped, is the mllion-strong, highly indug
trialised; highly literate, Col oured popul ation
anong whom the South African Col oured People’s
Organi sation had begun its great task of purposeful,
political organisation
There has been a lull in mlitant politica
organi sati on anong the Col oured people during the
past years. Many of those who will yet be fine
| eaders have in the past diverted into the futile
tal k-aal ot, shout-a-lot, do-nothing politics of the
Unity Movenent.
This lull anong the Col oured people - which hag
been the nost inportant factor explaining the weaknch;
of the entire Congress Mwenent in the Western Cape
is all the nore remarkabl e because the Col oured have
such a remarkabl e tradition of pioneering mlitance.
The fact is that the first political organisetigq
"of the’ Coloured people - the African Political Oggg,
sation - 'was the pioneer of the Congress novenent"
They were the first political organisation of
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Eur opeans on a national |evel, functioning years
before the African National Congress was forned.
(Sol Plaatje, one of the A N. C s founders, was
an active nmenber of the Kinberley Branch of the
African Political Organisation - the AP.O -
before the AAN. C. was conceived.) And they were
the first netion-w de political organisation to
demand full equality for all South Africans.

t -t

| ndependent Col oured political xaotivity

goes baok’to a period as early as the 1870’ s.

At that time the Col oured peopl e enjoyed ful
political rights in the Cape, but Britain was

al ready considering forcing confederation on the
various South African comunities. The Col oureds
were alert to the possibility that Britain woul d
be happy to sell their rights as the price of
unity, and therefore, as an anonynmous Col oured
historian put it in the AP.O’'s newspaper in
1909, HThe nore intelligent of the Col oured
peopl e saw that in such an event it would be
necessary to safeguard their interests, or

there woul d soon be no interests to safeguard.”
The confederation novenent died and "the
temporarily awakened activity of the few intel-
i gent Col oured people...became extinct also.
Matters went on in happy-go-lucky fashion year
after year, until it really seened that politica
t hought was not only dead, but had been buried so
deeply that resurrection was practically inpos-
sible, But that was not so."

The end of the Angl o- Boer war of 1899 -1902



brought new i deas of federation and new threats.
As a result, in the opening nmonths of 1902 a group
of CO oured | eaders forned the African Political
Organi sation in Cape Town. The President was W
Collins, the Secretary, P. Eckstein.

Soon there Wre branches in Johannesburg,
Graaf f - Rei net, Cradook, raarl and several other
towns in the Western Province. A conference was
called, and it elected Matt. J. Fredericks as Secre
tary; Fredericks’ name is the first to stand out 9;
a Col Qured political |eader of inmportance. He see
today to be forgotten as so many others in South
African history, whose lives night inspire us, are
forgotten.

"The A.P.O.’'s second conference was in Gaaff-
Reinet in April 190M .It had 30 - LLo del egates
from branches all over what becane the Union of
South Africa.

Then there was di ssension in the A P.O The

di sputes were largely personal, and the issues are
today forgotten, but to save the organisation,
Fredericks effected a coup d etat and assuned com
plete control. As a result the A P.O cane out of
its crisis stronger than before.

Frederi cks and others now asked Dr. A. Abdure?
man, a nmenber of the Cape Town Minicipal Council to
assune the presidency, and at a conference at Sonme?
set East, at Easter 1905, Dr..Abdurahnman was el ect.
Presi dent. ’

Abdurahman - for all his faults - is undoubt ei

one of the giants in the history of the liberation
noverent . After Gandhi, he stands out anong the U
of the early years of this country. It is utterly
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shanmeful that no one has yet witten his biography.
Wth the Doctor at the helm"the whol e organi sa-
tion seened to throb with new energy and vitality
infused into it by the President. Branches were
fornmed, often in quite.unexpected places, and the
menbership roll showed a nost gratifyingly |arge
i ncrease" to use the words of the witer of the
A.P.O history in 1909.

In 1906 when the British handed power back

to the Transvaal whites, |eaving the Non-Euro-
peans w thout any political rights, the A P.O put
forward the demand for the vote for the Afri-
cans and Col oureds, Wen this was rejected

as "ridiculous", the AAP.O called at |east

for the vote for the Col oureds, and adopting

the net hod pi oneered by Gandhi and the Nata

I ndi an Congress, sent Dr. Abdurahnman, Fredericke
and its vice-president, P.J. Daniels to England
to present their case to the British public.

.Al'l the Non-European organisations perse;

vered with the deputation type of struggle un-

til as late as 1920. It is not COrect to

sneer at these deputations. In the circum
stances of.the tines, they marked a stage of

devel opnent of a mlitant approach, they were
supported by the nbst advanced political |ea-
ders and. strongly opposed by the Gover nnent

and its stoQges.

In 1907, the A P.O accepted an invita-

tion to attend a joint conference of Africans

and Col oureds at Queenstown in Novenber to

agree tO a common attitude to the Cape el ec-
tions of 1908. This was of great inportance

as the first serious attenpt to fuse the

Africans and Gol oureds in one political whole.
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There were about 120 del egates to the conference.
The African del egates favoured support for the
Unionists in the elections. The A P.O reserved

its decision until its next conference at Indwe in
January 1908 and t hen decided to adopt the sane

el ection policy, but only after every candi date of
the Unionists had given the pledge to oppose any
tanmpering with the political rights of the Non-

Eur opeans.

How wel | organi sed was the A.P.O ? Every-

thing indicates that it reached a |l evel of organie
sational stability and efficiency which has never
agai n been reached by any of the |iberatory orgahiw
sations which followed, with the possible exceptisv
of the Communi st Party.

The A.P.QO.'s official organ - uninmaginativelr
titled "A.P.O." - which was published fortnight";
had 16 gl ossy well-printed pages, containing well"
witten articles, well-argued discussion, and com
prehensi ve coverage of branch activities.

It is the news frOnthe branches which is nost

i npressive. Everywhere - Kinberl ey, Johannesburg,
Pretoria, Bulawayo, Wrcester, Rondebosch, GOOIWCG
U tenhage, Murraysburg, Knysna, Carnarvon, Stellsrw
bosch.... A P.O branches were neeting, and what
nore, sending in full reports to the newspaper.
Perhaps this is partly a sign of a nore

| ei surely age, but that cannot be the whol e explv:
tion. VIt is also a sign that the A P.O was func-
tioning amazingly well and had stable, nation-w 6
support. | T

First of all, howmnmlitant was the A P.QO

Was it a |left-wi ng organisation ?
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The answer is that the AAP.O was - at |east
inits earlier years - decidedly synpathetic to
socialism Its 1908 conference nmet in the Socia-
list Hall in Buitenkant Street, Cape Town. It
supported A.W Noon, a Cape Town Muini ci pa
Councillor "a true friend of all workers of
every class and creed and colour...Wth de-
clared socialistic VieWws . And in Kinberley
the A.P.O played a conspicuous part’in the
return of mlitant white Socialist J.F; -
Trembath to the Municipal Council. This

A.P.O - Socialist friendship cane to an
abrupt end in 1910 when the Labour Party
betrayed Soci alism by adopting the white

| abour policy, and as a result the socialist
novermrent and t he Non- European organi sations
noved fromfriendship into a period of active
hostility.

Trenmbath stood for Parlianent as a nem

ber of the Labour Party. He refused to dis-
sociate hinself fromthe Labour Party’s Col our
Bar policy, and the A P.QO, which had backed him
for so many years, threw its weight behind the
Uni oni st candi date (roughly equivalent to the
nodern Liberal) who was pl edged to resist any
attacks on the rights of the Col oured peopl e.
Trenbath Was defeated, largely as a result of
the A.P.O opposition

The fault lay squarely with the Labour

Party. This is the unbelievably vile stuff

the "Worker", organ of the Labour Party wast
witing about the AP.O :

"A. P.O, the nouthpiece of black, brown,

snuff and butter, should have the seat of its
pants ki cked through the top of its pepper-
corn head...after a nigger has absorbed the
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poi son into his head he will reckon that
the white woman is his game... The A P.QO’s
editor,...should get 25 of the best
(lashes)". -

The A P, O |leadership had a relatively
advanced attitude to the class struggle.
During the 1909 strike of white railway
wor kers, the A.P.O said of those who scabbed:
"It is inpossible to conceive a nore repre-
hensi bl e and di sreput abl e nanner of obtain-
ing work then by that which is called bl ack-
leggism.. Let it be hoped that in seeking
work men will never forget their nora
obligation to their fell ownen, be they
white or black."
An extract froman A P.O editorial
witten on the approval by Britain in 1909 of
the Col our Bar Act of Union will give an idea
of how far advanced the A.P.O in fact was.
"The struggl e has not ended. It has Just
begun. We, the Col oured and Native peopl es
of South Africa, have a trenendous fight
before us. W have the war of wars to wage
No | onger nust we | ook to our flabby
friends of Geat Britain.
"Qur political destiny is in our hands; and
we nust be prepared to fight with grim
determi nation to succeed..
"How are we to set about it? In Qur opinion
there is but one Way and that is the econo-
m ¢ met hod. Undoubtedly the Col oured and
Native races of South Africa hold the strong
est weapon ever placed in the hands of any
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cl ass The very stability, the prosperity,
even the continuance for but a few days O

t he econom ¢ exi stence of South Africa,
depends on the | abour market; and we are

t he | abour market.

“I't may ere |l ong conme about that the
necessity will be inmposed on us, not in any
i sol ated sphere of |abour, or in any parti-
cular district, but in every sphere and

t hroughout the whol e sub-oontinent, to

bol ster up the economic fabric of the people
who refuse us oolitice al freedom That woul d
bring the selfish Wite politicians to their
knees.

"I't would even go far to show the Wite
manual workers the val ue of conbination
which is the only weapon whereby they wll
free thensel Ves fromthe shackl es of that
cursed wage system which is sapping the

i ndependence of the peopl e, weakening the
nati onal love O honour, and increasing the
severity end extent of poverty for the pro-
duction of a few sordid millionaires.

These words, witten al nost.certainly by

Dr. Abdurahman, are as true to-day as they were
then, and show how far ahead of his time was
this Coloured | eader in his early years.
June 1958.
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Mm mam THE FI RST AFRVWN ORGANI SAM

Moshoeshoe built the Basutho people by a procerc

of amal gamation froma small clan into a great tribe
able to withstand the attacks even of their previous
al | - power ful nei ghbours, the Zul us.

After his first clashes with the advancing Eurtu
peans Moshoeshoe, according to Basutho tradition
dreaned of an even greater amal gamation - that of

all the black peoples of Southern Africa, to make

a united stand agai nst the white advance.

Condi tions, however, were not yet ripe for the
fulfillment of such a dream On the contrary, some
of the very tribes which Mbshoeshoe had hoped to well
together with his own, became allies of the EurQpee
and assisted in the attacks which reduced Basutho
power. Al over South Africa inter-tribal conflicts
hast ened the conquest of the Africans; and all over
South Africa tribes joined with the whites in the co
guest of other tribes.

But in 1870, as Moshoeshoe |lay on his deathbed,

the young nmen of Basutol and _were beginning to
streamt OMrds the new di anond fields at Kinberley,
over two hundred niles away.

There, tribal barriers were crunbling as nmen
fromtribes spread far and wi de over Southern Africa
cane together as Wirkers. Before that they had only
known tribal ties. Now a new bond began to be forge
- a bond cutting across the tribes.

The white nmen had al ways t hought of the bl ack
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the whites nust unite to establish mastery a

not merely of particular tribe but of the
"natives" as a whole.

But it was not until 1870 that the

Africans too began to be in a position to think

of thenmselves, not in tribal terms, but also as
one entity _ as Africans.

At Kinberley there was the first |arge

scal e manifestation of this supra-tribal unity:
the unity of black nen as Africans, bound to-

get her by the one great thing they had in

conmon - their political disabilities as Africans.
began to evol ve.

This was a new political phenonenon. Wthin

the next few years a host of new little organisa-
tions of Aigigag churches, teachers, farners;
organi sati ons whi bh cut across tribe, organisations
of gfgigag churches, teachErs, farmers; and final-
ly, political organisations ainmed at the emanci pa-
tion of all Africans.

t at

KI MBERLEY

Bef ore 1870, there had been nothing at al

where Kinberley was to stand. In 1871 Kinberley’s
popul ati on Was estimated at 50,000, It was the
second bi ggest town south of the Sahara, for, though
nost of the dwellings were tents, a town it was 1
with two churches, a neWspaper, a hospital, a
theatre, a prison, shops. Mre white people had
gone there than had spread far and wide in the
course of the Great Trek. Mdre Africans cane to
town that one year than had been to town in al

the years that had gone before.
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The mi ni ng of dianbnds at Ki nmberl ey began

the transfdrmation of South Africa froma

coll ection of poor agricultural comunities into
a single industrial state.

Before that "South Africa had been an al nost
purely agricultural country relying on its w ne,
cattle and sheep, a little wheat, a few oranges,
some dubi ous tobacco, a dw ndling anpbunt of ivory
and a slowy increasing supply of wile ostrich
feathers. Secondary iniustry there was none, nor
any mning worth nam ng other then that of copper
in the wastes of the North-Wsterh Cape Col ony. H
Whol was the nost inportant single export

commodi ty, and between 18M) and 1870 it was wool
producti on which was the main factor in South
Africa' s grow h.

There were only 69 mles of railway, the

poorest of communi cations by road, hardly twenty
towns or villages with popul ati ons of nore than
1, 000.

Di anonds brQught an industrial revolution

“I'n the first dozen years after 1870 the m ne
exported a greater value in dianonds then the
agricultural and pastoral industries together

had been able to export in a period three

times as | ong before the discovery.
,.eSignificaht was the Cape’'s strength and
position on the London noney market. The

capital which before 1870, had been rel uctant

to cone at 6 per cent, how was glad to come

first at 5 per cent, and thenme at 4 per cent.’
There was capital for the building of railwae

for the devel opment of harbours and roadst Railww
lines from Wellington, Durban; Rest Loneon and P1
N
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El i zabeth to Kinberley were all under construct-
ion by 1873 to 187A.

The nunber of Africen workers at Kinberley

in 1872 was estinmated at at |east 20,000, Their
wages averaged & per nonth.

The workers, by their own choice, stayed

only for three to six nonths at a stretch, fre-
guently only for |long enough to save up the
price of a gun. Then they went back to their
tribal farmng.

De Kiew et remarks that:

"Though the individual |abourers still re-
turned whence they cane, South Africa had

now to face a new and serious conplication..
the dependence of a grow ng proportion of

the native popul ati on upon European enpl oy-
ment for existence, and the creation of a
detribalised and | andl ess urban proletariat."
The Kinberley Africans were not, however

true prol etariene, who, by definition, are men
who have no way of earning a |ivelihood except
by the sale of their physical |abour. They were
still men with rights to the land, and they
could live even without going out to work for
the white man.

They were not then forced to go to the

m nes, as they were soon to be. They went of
their own free will. Perhaps the only exi st-

i ng description of this new African worKking

cl ass, as seen by an African, is that of Gwayi
Tyanzaehe, who in 1872 was the first African
to conplete his whole course of Theol ogi ca
studi es at Lovedal e, end who had gone, inmme-
diately on his qualification, to preach at the
Di anond Fi el der
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"When they are at work you can hardly dist-
i ngui sh the Whites fromthe Col oureds, for they
all resenble the di anondeferous soil they are
wor ki ng" he wote. "There ere Bushnen, Koran-
has, Eottentote, Giquae, Batlapire, Danerae,
Bar ol ong, Barutse, Bakhatle, Bakwena, Banmangwat u,
Bapel i, Magal aka, Batsvetla, Baganana, Besutu,
Magwat a, Mazul u, Maswazi, Matewetswa, Matonga
Mat abel e; Mabeca, Manpondo, Manpengu, Batenbu,
Maxosa and nore," Tyanzashe wote.
Havi ng no | enguege in conmon the men con-
versed in hbDutch, Sesutu or Kaffir."
"Those coming fromfar up in the interior..
cone with the sol e purpose of securing guns. They
stay no longer here then is necessary to get sone
&6 or &7 for the gun. Hence you will see hundreds
of themleaving the Fields, and as nany arriving
fromthe North al nost every dayr"
Among the Baeutho "are to be found speci nens
of what | would call extreme berberism and ignor-
ance. Many of them never heard the nane of Jesus
Christ until they cane to the diggings... The

Bapelis, | think, are anbng the nost easily taught
of these tribes."
The Cape was badly represented. "lnstead of

the brave and warlike Kaffir, we have the hel pl ess
and cowardly Matlaping. Instead of our shrewd and
cautious Red Kaffir, we have.the dull and ignorant
Kor anna. n

Smal | er concentrations of African workers

began to be established el sewhere in the Cape too,
as the harbours, railways and road multiplied and
gr ew.

The nunber enployed at the East London



-32-

" harbours and railways works in 1875 was 670,
hal f Kaffir and half Fingo . The harbour

work was done principally by Africans - 266
convicts 9nd 135 free Fingoee paid at 2/6d.

per day, "But" the 1876 Bl ue Book reported,
"the | ast batches which arrived will not work
for less than 3/- per day." 15 of the workers
were literate. Headnen were paid 5/-d. per

day if they sinply supervised, 7/6 if they
joined in the-Wrk. The workers generally

remai ned for about three nonths.

The chief characteristics of this newy

born African working class wee its |lack of cohe-
.Bion stability or education. Nowhere were the
workers in a position yet to formthe basis for
an African political novenent.

Therefore, although Kinberley, with its

bi g concentration of African workers, created
the econom c conditions for theenmrgence of an
African political consciousneec Kinberley was
n.>5,,

not itself the birth-place of the first African
or gani sati ons,

Nor did they begin in the Transvaal, in

recent years the heart of African politica
activity, or in the Free State or Natal. In
these territories there was as yet hardly

any trace of a capitalist econony even anong
the Whites. The Africans had not been conQuer-
ed end subjected to Wite rule; there was very
little integration of Africans within the Wite
econony, Wiites and Bl acks eo-existing side by
side within the sanme territory and sharing
sovereignty in it, and there mas not even a
handful of literate Africans.’

tttt
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TI YO SOGA

It was in what is now the Eastern Province

of the Cape that the first African organi sations
cane into being.

' The Lovedal e M ssionary Institution had been
opened in 18Hl, and by 1870 a tiny but inportant
new stratum of Africans had come into being com
posed mainly of preachers, teachers and cl erks,
nmen transformed in a single generation from
herdboys in a primtive tribal Society to white-
collar workers in a capitalist state.

This new African petit-bourgeoisie was the

basis of the first African political associations.
Before it emerged such organi sati ons were i npos-
si bl e.

Standi ng out as the great forerunner of this
class is the nane of Tiyo Sega, One of 39 chil-
dren of his father’s eight wives, he was born in
1829, at a station of the d asgow M ssionary
Society in the Tshunme Val |l ey, Eastern Province.
At school his superior abilities were seen and the
| ocal missionary sent himto Lovedale. After two
years there, he was, in 18u6, taken by a Scottish
m ssionary, Rev. CGovan, to G asgow, where he spent
two years at a Church Normal School .

Returning to South Africa as an Evangeli st

and teacher, he created so good an i npressi on on
his superiors that they’ gecided to send hi m back
to dasgow to University there. Enrolling at

d asgow University in 1851, he was al nost cer-
tainly the first African from South Africa to
enter a University. Graduating in theol ogy

after five years he’'nmarried a Scot swonman and
returned Wth her to South Africa, where the



13h1

m xed marriage apparently passed wi thout com
ment. Several of their seven children had out-
standi ng academi c or public careers.

In 1866 Sega conpl eted the transl ation of

the "Pilgrims Progress" into Xhosa. Apart
fromthe mssionary translations of the Bible,
this was the first literary work to appear in
an African | anguage, and it was described by
Charl es Brownl ee the Cape Secretary for Native
Affairs as "9 perfect masterpiece of easy
idiomatic witing " He ale O served on the
Chgrch 5 Board of Revision of the Xhosa trans-
lon of the Bible

An indication of his stature is obtained
fromthese press notices of his death, on
August 12, 1871 :

HA lerfec L gentleman 1 said the Cape

A2gus, in a long obijualy ending: HHe was

one of the nost_ intelligent an: best-inforned
men we ev er kne 1 and nmany an hour heve we spent
with him in whlch one utterly fo rg OL his
nationality or his colour "

wote 51he Jeu rhall 3 "The nenta

gr: sp ehd noral capabilitd of J he Kaffil 1&0;
are denmonstrated in him len cannot despise
Lhe stfir race ns they contenplate hinp

Vi thOLL hace-patterh or precedent the first of
hi s people. often strangely al one sur:ou: 1d:
and plessed upon by peculiar difficulties, he
has nonfully and succe331U |y Wought his Veg
up to Lhe CCLIparetivelld high | evel of educated
English Christien |ife The Conquered has be-
cone the conqueror." ’

__1¢

"A nore | oyal subject, or a nore ardent

| over of our Queen was not to be found
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in Her Majesty's Dom nions",

said the | Somerset and Bedford Courant.’

Soga’s good’ and loyal life is described at sone

| ength because the nen who created the first African
organi sati ons were nmen whose lives followed this
pattern very closely.

John Tengo Jabavu, Elijah Makiwane, John

Knox Bokwe, Nehem a Tile, Saul Msane, Mpanban
Jerem ah Meinba, Walter B. Rubusana, |saac Wauchope,
Paul Ziniwe - every one of the nen associated with
the formation of the earliest African associations
cane straight froma bribal environnent Via the

m ssion institutions into the detribalised petit_
bour geoi si e.

They had a great deal in conmon. They were al

out st andi ng nen, nen whose capabilities stood out
enough to draw the attention of the mssionaries to
them men who were able to overcone their imense
initial educational and environnental handicaps. In
addition they were compl etely dependent on the good-
will of the missionaries. Once incur their displeasure
and all hope of energence into the new world woul d
di sappear.

No wonder that this generation "constitutes a

| andmark in the Native mnisterial records of saintly
lives.” No wonder too, that in the main, but with
sone outstandi ng exceptions - these nmen were confor-
msts, steering close to the course set for them by
the m ssionaries.

As a result of the new econom c devel opnents,

the dependence on the m ssionaries Was | eSSened a
l[ittle. By 1876 there Was a demand for white-collar
Africans in the towns of the Eastern Province. Percy
Ni ghtingale, tne Victoria East Civil Conmi ssioner
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noted in 1876 :

"They are now to be found in government and
neWspaper offices, in nercantile establish-
nents; indeed every walk of |life appears to

be opening to themv Fromall parts the raw
material is merging towards the great educa-
tional and civilising manufactory at Love-

dal e, an establishnment worthy of all the

aid the Governnent can bestow "

As nmay be seen in |later years, the nore out-
spoken of the African | eaders were to be those
who were able to free thensel ves from dependence
on the nissionaries.

The earliest evidence of the existence of

at least a rudinentary African petit-bourgeoisie
was the successful establishnent, for the first
time of a newspaper for Africans:

On the initiative of Dr. Janes Stewart, the
Lovedal e M ssionary Institute issued the first
nunber of the "Kaffir Express - Isigidim Sama
Xosa " on Cctober 1st, 1870, °’

"The peri od when newspapers begin tQ live

in the history of any people is an inpor-

tant era"

the editorial of the first issue commenced. Both
the timng of the foundation of the paper and the
i dea expressed in this opening sentence are evidence
of Dr Stewart’'s perspicacity. Forllsigidinm’' did
mark the comrencenent of a new era in the history
of the African people and i ndeed the paper played
a significant part in stinulating the devel oprment
of African political consciousness.

eee

" (February 1959)
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