
 

 

  

 

 

~PORTELIZABETHWOMEN‘S ORGANISATION.(PEW

 

7‘- ianhched 1n November ‘83.1

STRUCTURE:

 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:

PEWO sees its role as encouraging all women to engage in solving their problems in the

community and at york, to participate in the struggle for equal and democratic rights as

well as promotiné the organisation of women in schools, hospitals etc, striving for the

removal of all sexist laws, regulations etc and working towards co-operation with other

organisations that share similar aims.2

Pouéxcgybnmnmmon, PROGRAMME:

‘ ??Efle13mmanyxtnvolved in mobilising women within the oppressed community, although it

-' is open to women of all races and classes.

”mwThroughits affiliation to the UDF and its participation in their campaigns etc, it has

  

   

ensured that theabovementioned aim of encouragingwomen to participate in the struggle

4",1-1‘: ‘ :3

<acihg opp ssedwomen, however,1ts participation inpe1itica1 events, campa1gns etc,    
 



 

 

       became prominent in the media at the beginning of '85. In Feb. ‘85 the funeral of

one of its members, Adelaide Mabuda - a FEDSAN veteran and ARC activist - which was

attended by more than 3,000 people, was held in PE. (see afigéghed cutting)3
. 1,»

Some of the issfies focussed on in their political campaigns, dealtwwithrprice increases,

unemployment etc In Feb '85 a mass meeting was held at the New Brighton Rio Cinema _

where a stayaway call for Marsh 16 - 18 in protest against petrol, paraffin, GST and

bus increases as well as massive retrenchments in the area, was made by PEWO and PEBCO

and supported and endorsed by other UDF affiliated women's organisations and trade unions.
0

A stayaway committee comprisingfiand other organisations supporting the stayaway was set

up.4

The campaign which involved a boycott of PE tramway buses and shops in the city and a

stayaway from work by Africans proved a great success in terms of demonstrating the

authority and power of a community to unite and express opposition to the government,

despite the fact that thir demands as such were not met.5

l

PEWO has also maintained direct/indirect links with other progressive women‘s organisations

as evidenced by the co—operation of other UDF affiliated women's groups in the March

stayaway and PEWO's participation in the DVD AGM in early '85. Speakers from PEWO,

.Mgwali, etc addressed the general meeting and received a thunderous applause.6

It also appears/to be co-operating with the other progressive regional organisations in

launching a national body - an event that has been delayed by the declaration of the

state of emergency.

Since the declaration of the '85 State of Emergency there has been little evidence in

the media of its activites. Under the seéond state of emergency, it is listed as one

of the organisations affected by a ban on meetings.7

  
 



 

 

5.
63
7.

 

 

 

SNS 14.1.85 PR Jan—March '85 BOX 1

Cape Times 25.2.85 PR Jan-.- March 3853-111? N037 1985 (HIP BOX)

SNS-Jana3fi'iy""-85‘ WF-Jan ..' jfi‘n'é “35“-,

Police listing

 



 

        ‘ “vac.  

   7' ‘0 Correéponde t”?

PORT ELIZABETH. — A

capacity crowd at New

Brighton’s Rio Cinema

yesterday .called on '

_ police to keep out of the

. townships during a

stayaway planned for

March 16, 1'7 and 18. “ -

- .The stayaway, -de-

., scribed as a long black

.- weekend, is in protest .

against increased prices

  
     
     

    
  
  
  
  
  
   

  
      
  

 

'Called 'by the 31,10}; .

Elizabeth Black Civic Or— :

ganization an gt

EIxzaBeEfi Women’s Orga-

niz‘aflon ana afienaea 5y

about 2000 people, the

* meetingunanimously ex: t

pressed the view that '

' police interference pro-

voked violent and uncon-

trolled situations.

- The planned stayaway

will involve the boycott

ofPE Tramways buses on

these dates, no shopping

in the city on the Satur-

day and Monday, and

African 'workerS' —— ex-

cluding doctors, nurses

and hospital staff — are

called on to stay away

from work. . -- ‘ »

The meeting resolved

that police escorting de-

livery vehicles should

travel _in separate

,vehicles rather than in

the delivery vehicles as

the latter provoked vio-

lent clashes with youths.

Asked to comment, the

police-liaison officer for

the Eastern Cape, Lieu-

tenant—Colonel Gerrie

va'n Rooyen, saidpolice

would protectvehicles in

the manner they thought

best He did not wish to

comment on other

élaims. ~-

   

    
  
   
   
  
  
  
  
   

   
  
  

     

     
   
        
   
  
  
  
   
   
  
  
   
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



 

   

       
      

 

    
   

7' ‘:+he s+ruggle ~agalns+§aaarfheid,; «as 4.... r1 , gas, m,-V -+hose who have given‘llfe-long-Servlcef”+pi
+haf*

fifprofesf'agalns+.Pr€Tor[a,_ _lq splfe of +he'reglfie's"a++empfs +0 curb-fhem. ‘.xrv ?fv- .‘ , ‘ ' ‘
 

   

      

On' December 30
arH'ended +he fune

_‘c'adre klllecLb
I .

las+ ~year hundreds“ 0; 'people
ral of Jabulani Ngcobo, an ANC

y Swaziland pollce on December 16.‘F;Ngcobo-—was aecused by-ihe Swazls of having beenresponsible .mfor_~fhe .deafh’ of a +he ‘ depufy_ commissioner-_9f fhg Swazi seCUrify police earlier‘3 Ly1¥ rBfmpn+h7~=aec+aimewh+ch~+he ANC has
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;The _fyneral was held In 50
.'i—“f>6dy‘~'-‘ w as r: br'ob gh 1-. :_from

[.3 'Ngcobo‘s bro+her.+he_body was already decomposing4Iwheh‘ They ‘fefched if- "The body was 'nof evensfored In a fridge as The pollce claimed
w dog", he sold. “‘f‘-

wefo.fo where Ngcobo"s
Swaziland-According To

  

 

he was a

 

              

            
      

     

    
   

   

   

  

 

  

 

    

  
       
    
       
    

 

prlesf- funeral

 

The service was addressed by
represenfaflves of fhe Federaflon of Sou+h African. . Women, +he Azanlan Sfudenfs Organisaflon (AZASO)_- ;;H . . 1" ' - H j and +he Sowefo Youfh Congress.

 

Mourners sang

 

._ . , y 7, .A . »_ e'= . 3 freedom songs in defiance of +he pollce who were 5’ }&', '.‘..; ' i -; ‘V.' "i presenf.
' f»

On January 14 over 3 000 people a++ended The ‘ I ‘- ¥‘.ifuneral of Federafion of Soufh African Women '1

.
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 .. _ ‘ . . I ‘ Val .vefelran ,Adeialde Mabuda [n Porf EHzabefh despne' ‘ j -"7' 3 .' > ' +he fac+ +ha+ severe res+rlc+lons were placed on, , - ” 7, +he funeral by +he local maglsfra+eo

 

In his order +he maglsfrafe prohlblfed +he funeral = ‘fi
from being held on The weekend (an affempf +0 rr‘fij
reduce The a++endance), ‘sflpulafed +ha+ +he body p

. ‘ musf be conveyed by 'mechanlcal méans'" and said
t fnaf The ceremony musf no+ fake fhe form of a

pollflcal meeting, no pollflcal 50995 or slogans
mus+ be used, and no posfers or banners displayed-

The ceremony was addressed by anofher Woman's
Federaflon veferan, Frances Beard.

Adelaide Mabuda was an official of;1fhe Pcr+
Elizabefh Women's Organisaflon. She seryed fflve
years a+ the Barbeton Prison ‘n +he early 60$ 'for
fur+herlng- +he aims of +he ANC. She‘was also-one"

>of +he leaders of +he famous 1956'marph by *+wenfyi.
+housand women on +he +hen prime mlhlsfer J.G."
$+rydom In profes+ .agalnsf ‘l‘he'A prbposed'
lnfroducflon of passes for African women:
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