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MUHAMMAD ALI, WORLD HEAVYWVEI GHT BOXI NG CHAMPI ON, PRESENTS
ANTI - APARTHEI D COW TTEE W TH PAI NTI NG
Dedi cation Is to Freedom of the Bl ack Peogle of South Africa;
W1l Aggear on United Nations Nani bia Stang Cover
Muhammad Ali, the world heavywei ght boxi ng chanpion, this afternoon
presented a painting to the Special Comittee against Agartheid, which he
dedi cated to freedom of the black peoples of South Africa.
In dedicating his painting, which is entitled "Freedonf and on which is
witten "Let My People Go", M. Ali reau a poemhe had witten:
"Spread the word around the world,
Tell both friend and foe.
I"mfighting for freedomin South Africa.
Let nmy people go."
A friend of the heavywei ght chanpi on, Rodney Brown, said that M. Ali’s
painting is to be the first day cover prepared by the Wrld Federation of
United Nations Associations to acconpany a United Nations stanp issue on a
free and i ndependent Nami bi a.
M. Ali told the Conmittee that he would not tal k about "the evils of
South Africa" for more knew about it than he did. He addressed the Conmittee
on the subject of "the heart". He said that in South Africa, one could not
change people with bonbs and protesting; one nmust develop the "heart quality"
and to do that one had to becone selfless, not selfish.
M. Ali also told the Conmittee that now that he was finished boxing he
was getting ready to form an organization called Wrld O ganization for
Ri ghts, Liberty and Dignity (WORLD). This organization, which would probably
have offices in California and Washi ngton, would be forned so that "all people
can get together and know one another". He was gat hering together
entertainers to raise noney to build homes for old people, and to build boys
canps, anmong ot her things. WORLD would be "a civilian United Nations", he
sai d.
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The Chairman of the Special Conmittee, Leslie 0. Harriman (Nigeria), said
that it was significant that M. Ali was the first major Anerican athlete to
speak out against agartheid and he called upon other athletes to follow his
exanple. It was "a great blowto the racists of South Africa today that
freedom has Muhamad Ali on its side", he added.

M. Harriman said that M. Ali’s visit to the United Nations was the

begi nning of an intensified canpaign to nmobilize all athletes throughout the
wor | d agai nst agartheid. It was in that spirit that the Conmttee was in the
process of planning an International Convention against Agartheid in Sports
whi ch woul d give althletes an opportunity to voice their opposition to
agart hei d.

M. Harriman concluded by saying that M. Ali was at the United Nations

to support a different kind of fight; a fight for human val ues and his
"unswervi ng purpose and loyalty to his conscience make hima role nodel for
the oppressed people of South Africa"

Statenment by Chairnman

The Chairnman, LESLIE 0. HARRI MAN (Nigeria), said that the Cormittee was
nmeeting with "a man of international stature; a man whose nane is | oved and
respected throughout Africa and the world; a man who is known not only as a
great fighter in the sports arena, but nore inportantly as a great fighter for
the rights of all oppressed people; a man who has not only great physica
strength, but also the great noral strength to stand up for what he knows to
be right -- even when such decisions may have been unpopul ar with those in
hi gh places -- that man is. of course, Muihamad Ali".

He welcomed M. Ali and said it would be a source of inspiration for the

bl ack people of South Africa to learn that in spite of the attenpts of the
racist reginme to pay mllions of dollars to M. Ali to box there, he had
chosen instead to cone to the United Nations and denounce and expose that
raci st system He could think of no nore fitting way to continue the

I nternati onal Mobilization agai nst Agartheid than by having a man of the
stature of M; Ali whose words had not only echCed around the world but al so
had gui ded others to success.

It was also fitting, he went on, that H. Ali had becone still another

Ameri can of African descent to condem apartheid as part of |eadership in the
cause of hunmani sm

Thr oughout the International Anti-Agartheid Year it was his privilege to
gi ve wel | -deserved international recognition to great Americans of African
descent, such as Paul Robeson, WE.B. DuBois and Martin Luther King, Jr., who
had dedicated their lives to fight against racism Oten the "noble brothers"
in Arerica had been made to suffer injustices because of their conmmitnent to
eradi cate the very sources of those injustioes at hone and abroad.

It was significant also that M. Ali had becone the first najor American
athlete to speak out against agartheid in that way. He called upon other
(nore)
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athletes to follow his example. Action of that type was all the nore
significant when one recalled that financial institutions in the United States
were still the major contributors backing the agartheid regine.

"As South Africa daily escalated its military and nucl ear capabilities,
again with the backing of Western Powers; as South Afrca continued to jai
over 2,000 bl ack people every day who commit no other crime than to try to
obtain a mnimal |evel of human dignity under this fascist system as South
Africa in full defiance of international opinion continues to nurder African
patriots, such as by the recent execution of Sol onon Mahl angu, and ot her

dedi cated youths, it becones inportant that those in opposition to this

regi me, black and white; take a firmstand now', he stated.

He congratul ated the Amateur Athletic Union of the United States which

had recently barred the participation of South Africans fromthe Boston
Mar at hon. He al so appl auded the recent announcenent by the Internationa

A ynpic Comrmittee that if France continued to collaborate with the raci st
Sporting events of the South African Governnent, its athletes would not be
wel cone in Moscow for the 1980 O ynpic Gamnes.

He condemmed South Africa for not only persevering in utilizing

i nternational sporting events to win public support and recognition for the
South African regime, but also for its efforts to prosecute the heroic
attenpts of those black South African athletes who had aspired to stultify the
agartheid policies. He referred to the "nysterious shooting" into the hone of
Mor gan Nai doo, who headed the Non-Racial South African Amateur Swi mmr ng
Federation. The shooting had occurred within a few days after the Federation
had announced that it would not co-operate in South Africa s so-called

"mul ti-national sport"” canpaign which was designed to regain that country’s
entry in the international sports arena.

He said it was, therefore, a great blow to the racists of South Africa
today, that freedom had Muhammad Ali on its side. He was aware that an

integral part of South Africa’s multi-mllion dollar propaganda campaign --
"an unet hi cal canpai gn which has included interfering in the domestic affairs
of other nations" -- had been to encourage celebrities fromthroughout the

world to visit the reginme. "What a bl ow then was Muhammad Ali’s announcenent

| ast February after consultations with ne, that he would not visit South
Africa."

He said Muhammad Ali’s visit to the United Nations as the begi nning of an

i ncreasing and intensified canpaign to nobilize all athletes throughout the
wor | d agai nst agartheid. It was in that spirit that the Special Conmittee was
in the process of planning an International Convention Against Agartheid in
Sports which would give those nen and wonen an opportunity to voice their
opposition to agartheid in a manner which woul d receive the maxi num

i nternational inpact.

Muhammad Ali, he said, represented the "quintessence of excellence of
perfection” in his own field and, significantly, he was a black man. As a
prof essi onal boxer there was nothing about himresenbling hunmility -- that was

(nore)
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part of the game. But in his relationship with M. Ai, he had found in him
ki ndness and hum lity.

Concl udi ng he said, that "today Muhanmad Ali was here to support a

different kind of fight, a fight for human values. He was experienced in nore
than one type of fighting. Years ago, he was denigrated for his beliefs and
yet he was able to maintain his goal in sight, to be true to hinself, and was
thus able to overcone obstacles put in his path and to achieve greatness. Hi s
unswet vi ng purpose and loyalty to his conscience made hima role nodel for the
oppressed in South Africa and all over the bl ack diaspora, he said.

MUHAMMAD ALI said he was sure that nost knew his record on human rights.

The Viet Nam war had brought himmuch attention; he had risked his

chanpi onship and years in jail to avoid taking part in "such a slaughter"”.
Since then, he had been invited to South Africa to box but "I told $12
mllion no thank you", he said.

Anot her time, he said, he was asked to address an |slamnmic Convention in

South Africa but M. Harriman had told himit "would be bad to go".

He was not here to tal k about "the evils of South Africa" -- nobst here

knew nore about it than he. He wanted to tal k about God, religion and the
subj ect of "the heart". Everything about a person was based on a person’s
heart; it was the centre of the person around which his personality was
fornea. A man was his heart. "A lying, cheating heart neant a |ying,

cheating man; a loving heart neant a loving nman", he said. If the heart of a
man was great, he could be great.

There were the golden, silver, iron and copper hearts, anong others.

Those with the golden hearts showed their col our. Those with the hearts of
iron were |ike the South African people.

There was al so the heart of rock, which nust be broken. There were many

nore different kinds of heart in life and all had different qualities.

M. Ali said the true nmeaning of love was life itself. Love was God and

CGod was | ove. Love was sacrifice and service.

In the United States, as well as in South Africa, one could not change

peopl e with bonbs or protesting; one nmust develop "the heart quality" and to
do that one had to becOne selfless, not selfish, he said.

Peopl e tal ked about freedom about protesting or about politics, but they
rarely tal ked about God or the Suprene Being. God had sent Jesus, Buddah
Moses and Mobhammed to various parts of the world to teach people how to run
it. The world nmust be run God s way, he said.

Turning to his latest pursuit M. Ali stated: "I ama great artist. |

have a little talent, | amgoing to develop it and | will soon be the greatest
artist of all time." ' -

M. Ai then presented his painting to the United Nations.
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