HBY RODNEY VICTOR -
A-campaign against por-
nography started six
months ago by a Johan-
nesburg woman has
escalated to national
| level and has led to a
number of South Africa’s

with it,” said Mr Bapela. |
The bugging of Mr Sex-
walelg ,offices was beilley
carefuf\

Indications were ~ that

the = perpetrators = werc

. highly sophisticated, be-
| cause they had apparently check-out counters.

. dismantled furniture to || ~The success of tle

| . place their bugs. " || campaign shows that

Mr Bapela said the {| even one woman can

y  bugs were only placed at {| make a difference it she

© night, and it appeared { {s prepared to take a

Wl from preliminary investi-: || stand on an issue, says

y' investigated.

moving pornographic
magazines from their

of the minister of the
Mondeor Baptist Church,
started her campaign
against pornography in
October last year. '

~ At the time she and
her husband were coun-
selling a couple whose
marriage was under se-
vere stress because of

curity personnel, includ-
B ing members  of the.
A SAPS.
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pg administered. s
Yesterday . defence
funsel, Mr M Witz,
Bcessfully  argued ., for
imposition of alter-
jve sentencing . in-
ad of imprisonment, ¢

phy. The counselling

maging pornography can
be, she says.

Shortly after this a
;voman she knewmhanded
bt o oy er & pornographic mag-
_g:llﬁg; ‘éaf’q azine that she'd found in
tattont T the possession of her 15-
Bl edis ‘4 ] | year-old son. .

’ " The woman asked Tal-
bot if she knew what sort
of material was available
on the supermarket
ghelves, and Talbot re-
plled that she preferred
i not to know. :

i Nevertheless she

 paged through the maga-
zine to see if it was as
bad a8 the woman had

claimed. -

*I couldn't sleep that
night,” Talbot says.

I was outraged that
that kind of thing can be
allowed, and specially
that it's available in our
local cafes and super-
markets for the children
topickup.

“It's not normal to
want to look at pictures
bf a woman on a toilet,
and it's not normal to
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largest chain stores re- '

the effects of pornogra-

made her realise how da- - |8

gations that :the only j Charmaine Talbot of
people who had night ac- i Mondeor. .
cess to the offices wre se- Talbot, who i8 the wife |

No to pomography .

don Milner, Lisa Adams,

.. Charmaine Talbot with Jared Talbot, Bran-.
Kelly Adams and Leanda Talbot. Looking

on is cafe owner Ario Hatziharaoumbous.

ing to us as women,” Tal-
bot says.

“No wonder women
break down and become
distraught when they find
out that their men have
been looking at this sort
of thing.

“It takes away the inti-
mate sensunl relationship

in Mondeor for church
leaders, Talbot decided
to start a letter-writing
campaign and also to en-
courage people who felt
as she did to write to var-
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‘Minister of Home Affairs
and a number of national
ichain stores which were
iopenly displaying porno-

:graphic magazines on’

o S -

jous influential individu-"

als and organisations.
These included a task

fores sef up by the Direc-
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their shelves.

Talbot's campalgn
against pornography in |
the chain stores has met

with a fair degree of suc-
cess. Three chains have
removed pornographic
material from thelr
shelves and a fourth has

to place them in &
speclal “adult” section
where they should,
theoretically at least, be
out of the reach of chil-
dren.

A fifth chain has not
yet reached a decision on
the matter, and negotla-
tions with a sixth have
been complicated by the

fact that the group's . ;

stores are franchise oper-
ations and can make
their decisions indepen-

. dently of head office.

The campaign to influ-

- ence government appears
to have been less suc- .

- cessful, however.

ite
members of the public

_having sent thousands of

letters protesting aguinst,
pornography to the Di-

. rectorate of Publications

and to the Minister of
Home Affairs, Talbot is
still not convinced that
the: country's leadership
is prepared to listen to
their opinions. ' .« i,

. “In spite of all thes

letters of Emtest, the gov-
ernment has gone ahead

anyway and published -
. the draft Bill which will-

legalise pornography.

“They keep telling us
that we're the ones who
 are writing the new Con:
stitution, but when the
public gives its opinion,

. it's just ignored. ;"% |

“Why are they not pre-
pared to listen to the si-
lent majority?" she asks. .

The editor of one local .
‘ pornographlc magazine -

)

likes to point out that the
combined sales of these :
es total 700000 & °
month-in South Africa,
Talbot says. ¢
_ He ignored the fact
‘that the readership of
_ these magazines s out-
weighed by the member-
ship of the Dutch Re-
formed ph‘urehmlone.
which has 1,5 million ad- |
herents. ; . .. o
Other churches have !
millions of other mem- -
bers who also feel’
strongly about the Issue, |
. and the Jewish, Muslim
» and Hindu communities ,
also oppose pornography. |
. The people promoting '
‘these magazines defend |
them by saying that!
.. South Africa’s Bill of
- Rights gives everyone the
«, right to freedom of ex- |
. pression, Talbot says.; i :
" Yet that same Bill also |
8 people the right not
“+{o see Eomogmp c ma-
* ferials if they.don't want
to, i AN YR
¢ 'Talbot belleves there
Vhas to be control over the
' availability ‘of pornogra-
* phy, 'specially at‘cafes
and supermarkets.” Often
i tll:el:e 'ohtlé}s;ﬂ%_lsplgy
‘' thelr pornographi¢ maga
. inen ot Mo lovel
“vShe'Sherbell | as
' watched gn obvjously em-
‘barrassed young female
cashler ring up the sale
‘of & pornographic maga- |
zine for a boy of about
15. “How .can we protect {
our children if we find
;h's stuff staring us In the
. fdce’every {lmeé we go to
the cafe tﬂww:\lﬁg or
-:bread?, It,!pgse things
_i-have to be Jegal-in Sputh
. Africa,. then. they. should |
be available only af spe- |
clal sex shops — and not
at the local cafe.” -, :i;
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