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ADDRESS OF NELSON HANDELA, PRESI DENT OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL
CONGRESS/ TO THE FI NANCE WEEK BREAKFAST CLUB, 19 JULY 1991

HR CHAI RPERSON, LADI ES AND GENTLEHAN

THANK YOU FOR OFFERI NG ME THE OPPORTUNI TY TO ADDRESS THI S

DI STI NGUI SHED GATHERI NG. | HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SPEAK ON THE

PRIORI TIES OF THE ANC AND I T | S ADVANTAGEOQUS TO DO THI' S 80 SOON
AFTER WE HAVE COVPLETED THE FI RST NATI ONAL CONFERENCE W THI N THE
COUNTRY FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS.

THE CONFERENCE | TSELF HAS PRECEDED BY EXTENSI VE DI SCUSSI ON OF ALL
THE RELEVANT | SSUES | N BRANCHES AND | N REG ONS. VWHEN DELEGATES
ARRI VED AT THE CONFERENCE THEY HERE ALREADY FAI RLY CONVERSANT

W TH THE | SSUES | NVOLVED. WHAT EHERGED AS DECI SI ONS HERE
THEREFORE NOT A RESULT OF SOVE SUDDEN CAPRI CE NOR DI CTATED FROM
THE TOP DOHNWARDS.

FROM THI S CONFERENCE ONE CAN, HOWEVER, SAY THAT THE PRI ORI TI ES UF
THE ANC REMAI N SUBSTANTI ALLY WHAT THEY HERE BEFORE JULY 2. THE
ONLY DI FFERENCE |'S THAT THE ORGANI SATION | S HORE UNI TED AND
COHESI VE BEHI ND THESE AND THERE | S A NEWLY ELECTED LEADERSH P TO
| MPLEMENT THEM THE NEW LEADERSH P 1S A REHARKABLE COLLECTI ON OF
| NDI VI DUALS REPRESENTI NG THE VARI QUS STRANDS OF QOUR

ORGANI SATI ONz EXPERI ENCED MEMBERS OF THE PREVI QUS EXECUTI VE.
LEADERS OF THE MASS DEMOCRATI C MOVEMENT, FORMER EXI LES HHO WERE
NOT PREVI OQUSLY ON THE EXECUTI VE AND EX- PRI SONERS HHO HAVE SPENT
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MANY DECADES | N PRI SON.

/ L)

THS IS A GROUP N WH CH | HAVE GREAT CONFI DENCE AND | BELI EVE
THE COUNTRY SHOULD BE PLEASED THAT THEY HAVE BEEN CHOSEN

OUR PRIORI TY REMAINS THE SEARCH FOR PEACE, WHI CH HE BELIEVE | S
NOT POSSI BLE UNLESS THERE | S FREEDOM FURTHERHORE, AND THIS IS
WHERE YOUR MAI' N | NTEREST PRESUHABLY ARI SES, LASTI NG PEACE CAN
ONLY BE SECURED WHEN SOCI AL JUSTI CE, | NCLUDI NG THE VAST

DI SPARI TY OF HEALTH IS ADDRESSED

THE ANC | S UNEQUI VOCALLY COW TTED TO PEACEFUL RESOLUTI ON OF THE
APARTHEI D CONFLI CT. TOO MANY PECPLE HAVE DI ED AND BEEN HAI HED BY
APARTHEI D BULLETS. TOO MANY PEOPLE STILL STAND TO DI E UNLESS THE
CURRENT WAVE OF TERROR BEI NG HAGED AGAI NST AFRI CAN COVMUNI Tl ES
COVES TO AN END. FAR FROM I T COM NG TO AN END, | NDI CATI ONS ARE
THAT | T MAY BE SPREADI NG TO OTHER AREAS

IT 1S VITAL THAT THOSE WHO HAY SEE SOVE SHORT- TERH ADVANTAGE | N
THI'S VIOLENCE, I N THAT I T MAY HEAKEN THE ANC, UNDERSTAND THE
DEVASTATI NG LONG- TERH CONSEQUENCES FOR OUR COUNTRY. A CULTURE OF
VI CLENCE | S BEI NG FI RHLY ENGRAI NED W THI N THE CONSClI QUSNESS OF
OUR PECPLE. SOUTH AFRI CAN HI STORY HAS TAUGHT BLACKS THAT IN THI S
COUNTRY MATTERS ARE NOT USUALLY SOLVED THRCOUGH DI SCUSSI ON BUT
THROUGH VI OLENCE. THAT | S HHY PECPLE SUPPORTED THE ARMED
STRUGGLE AS A MEANS OF DEFENCE AGAI NST THE AGGRESSI ON | NHERENT | N



APARTHEI D.

NCH THAT WE HAVE SUSPENDED ARHED ACTI ON, PECPLE AGAI N SEE THAT
PCLI TI CAL ADVANTACE |'S BEI NG SOUGHT THROUGH A RElI GN OF TERRCOR
THI S IS NOT HEARI NGLESS TERROR. HE BELIEVE THAT IT IS AlHED AT
HEAKENI NG THE ANC AND BUI LDI NG AN ANTI - ANC ALLI ANCE. I T IS HOPED
THAT ACTS OF TERROR BY REDBANDED ATTACKERS HI LL | NCREASE THE
SUPPORT FCOR ORGANI SATI ONS HHOSE PCLI TI CAL BACKING IS LI M TED-
BUSI NESSPEOPLE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THI S HAS VERY DANGERCUS

| MPLI CATI ONS HHI CH W LL NOT LEAVE THE ECONOMY UNAFFECTED. WE

ARE NOT GO NG TO STAND BY AND HATCH OUR PEOPLE BEI NG HASSACRED.
HE HI LL USE ALL NECESSARY HEARS, | NCLUDI NG STRI KE ACTI ON TO TRY
TO | MPRESS UPON THE GOVERNVMVENT THAT THI' S VI OLENCE MUST COME TO
AN END.

VE NEED BUSI NESS TO SUPPORT OUR CALL FOR A BI NDI NG SET OF
AGREEHENTS Al HED AT ENDI NG THE VI CLENCE, HHI CH HI LL PROVI DE A CODE
OF CONDUCT FOR PCLI TI CAL PARTI ES AND THE SECURI TY FORCES

WE WANT PEACE BUT THI S DEMANDS A DEMOCRATI C SOCI AL CRDER. WEE ARE
COW TTED TO ESTABLI SHI NG A CONSTI TUTI ON THAT IS NOT HERELY AN
ANC ONE, BUT A CONSTI TUTI ON THAT ENJOYS THE LOYALTY AND RESPECT
OF ALL PATRI OTI C SOUTH AFRI CANS. WE BELI EVE THAT SUCH A

CONSTI TUTI ON SHOULD BE BACKED UP BY A JUSTI Cl ABLE BI LL OF RI GHTS



AND AN DNDEPENDENT JUDI Cl ARY

VE KNOW THAT MANY HHI TES FEAR THE DAHN OF FUNDAMENTAL DEHOCRATI C
Rl GHTS SUCH AS UNI VERSAL SUFFRAGE. THEY FEAR THAT THEY HAY NON
BE SUBJECTED TO APARTHEI D I N REVERSE. BUT THERE | S NO REASON TO
FEAR THI'S. THE ANC IS COHHI TTED TO NONRACI ALI SH. THE VERY FI RST
WORDS OF THE FREEDOM CHARTER DECLARE THAT SOUTH AFRI CA BELONGS TO
ALL WHO LIVE IN IT, BLACK AND HHI TE. WE HAVE NO DESI RE TO
PRACTI SE DI SCRI M NATI ON AGAI NST HHI TES.

WHAT IS MORE THERE IS NO REASON FOR HHI TES TO FEAR FOR THE
PROTECTI ON OF THEI R CULTURE OR LANGUAGES. THESE HI LL ALL BE
GUARANTEED | N THE CONSTI TUTI ON AND BILL OF RI GHTS. HE HAVE NO

| NTENTI ON OF ATTACKI NG LEG TI HATE RI GHTS. WHAT HE HI LL ATTACK
ARE THE PRI VI LEGES ACCUHULATED THROUGH APARTHEI D DOHI NATI ON. W\E
WLL TRY TO CREATE A SOUTH AFRI CA "HERE FUNDAMENTAL RI GHTS ARE
GUARANTEED AND BASI C SOCI AL NEEDS ARE NET

WE ARE LOOKI NG FOR A CONSTI TUTI ON THAT CONFORHS TO UNI VERSALLY
ACCEPTED DEMOCRATI C PRI NCI PLES.

HOW DO HE GET THERE? IT IS QUR VI EW THAT THI S NEH CONSTI TUTI ON
MUST BE MADE I N THE MOST DEMOCRATI C HANNER POSSI BLE AND THI S HE
BELI EVE | S THROUGH ELECTI ON TO A CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY. THE
CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY HOULD MAKE THE CONSTI TUTI ON. THE

COVPOSI TI ON OF THE CONSTI TUENT ASSEHBLY HOULD CONFCRH TO THE
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AMOUNT OF SUPPORT THAT THE VARI QUS ORGANI SATI ONS ENJOY

TH S APPROACH IS BOTH DEMOCRATI C AND | NCLUSI VE. THE DEMOCRATI C
PRI NCI PLE | S G VEN EFFECT THROUGH ORGANI SATI ONS OR PARTI ES HAVI NG
AN | NFLUENCE | N THE CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY DI RECTLY RELATED TO

THEI R ELECTORAL SUPPCRT. AT THE SAME TI ME, HE FAVOUR

PROPCORTI ONAL REPRESENTATI ON WHI CH ENSURES THAT M NORI TY PARTI ES
DO HAVE SOVE SAY.

THE ENTI RE PROCESS OF TRANSI TION | S ONE WHERE HE HAVE TO ENSURE
THAT FREEDOM OF PCLI TI CAL ACTIVITY IS ALLOAED AND MAI NTAI NED.

THE GOVERNMVENT OF THE DAY SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO USE | TS POAERS
AS A MEANS OF ADVANCI NG I TS OHN POLI TI CAL GOALS AT THE EXPENSE OF
OTHER ORGANI SATI ONS. THERE |'S NO DOUBT THAT THE PRESENT
GOVERNMENT | S PARTI SAN AND USES | TS POAERS TO THE DI SADVANTAGE OF
CERTAI'N POLI TI CAL FORCES AND TO ADVANCE THE Al M5 OF OTHERS. HE
BELI EVE THAT GOVERNMENT DURI NG THE PERI OD OF TRANSI TI ON.

I NCLUDI NG SUPERVI SI ON OF ELECTI ONS FOR A CONSTI TUENT ASSEMBLY
SHOULD BE THROUGH AN | NTERI M GOVERNVENT.

THI'S | NTERI M GOVERNHENT HOULD OVERSEE THE PRCCESS THROUGH TO
ESTABLI SHHENT OF A DEMOCRATI C CONSTI TUTI ON.

BUT AS MENTI ONED EARLI ER. HE BELI EVE THAT LASTI NG PEACE REQUI RES
THAT HE ALSO ADDRESS QUESTI ONS OF SOCI AL JUSTI CE, | NCLUDI NG
ECONOM C PCLI CY. WHI LE SOHE SOCI AL QUESTI ONS MUST AHAIT A
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CONSTI TUAJONAL SETTLEMENT BEFCRE THEY CAN BE PROPERLY TACKLED,
MANY QUESTI ONS OF ECONOM C POLI CY NEED TO BE TACKLED NOH-

HE ARE HELL AHARE OF THE NEED TO ADDRESS ECONOM C QUESTIONS IN A
HANNER THAT DOES NOT PI T THE NEED TO ADDRESS SCCI AL DI SPARI Tl ES
AGAI NST ENSURI NG ECONOM C GROWTH.

| F HE DEFI NE ECONOH C GROAMH NARROHLY, AS | NCREASI NG GDP OUTPUT,
THI'S APPROACH W LL NOT IN | TSELF BE USEFUL UNLESS I T IS LOCATED
W TH N A NATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY. SUCH A STRATEGY, HE

BELI EVE, SHOULD ADDRESS BOTH SOCI O- ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT AND
POVERTY. | T SHOULD Al H AT EHPOHERI NG COMMUNI TI ES, WHI LE

| MPROVI NG MATERI AL CONDI TI ONS OF LIFE WTH N A NEH GROAMH PATH.
POVERTY AND BASI C NEEDS MUST BE SERI OUSLY ADDRESSED. EVEN THE
CURRENT BUDGET HH CH THE GOVERNMENT CLAI M | S AREDI STRI BUTI VE' HAS
BEEN SHOMN BY SAHPI E TERREBLANCHE OF STELLENBOSCH UNI VERSI TY TO
STILL ALLOCATE R2500 PER CAPI TA TO EVERY WH TE PERSON FCOR SOCI AL
EXPENDI TURE HHI LE ALLOCATI NG R 500 FOR EVERY AFRI CAN. THI S NEEDS
TO BE REVERSED URGENTLY.

DEVELOPMENT AGENCI ES SUCH AS THE DEVELCPMENT BANK OF SCUTHERN
AFRI CA, THE LAND BANK, SOUTH AFRI CAN HOUSI NG TRUST AND SO ON,

VWH CH ARE ALL PARASTATALS, ARE MAKI NG LI TTLE SCCI AL | MPACT
BECAUSE THEY LACK LEGQ TI HACY AND ARE FOLLOW NG OLD | DEAS OF
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DEVELOPMENT. THI S APPROACH CONSI STED OF DELI VERI NG A PRODUCT

H TH LI TTLE CONCERN FOR CONSULTATI ON OR | NVOLVI NG THE COMMUNI TI ES
AFFECTED. IT IS A PRIORITY TO DEMOCRATI SE THESE OPERATI ONS OR TO
CREATE NEH DEVELOPMENT | NSTI TUTI ONS THAT CAN MEET THE CHALLENGES
OF A NEH SQUTH AFRI CA. THE SAME TASK CONFRONTS PRI VATE SECTOR

I NI TI ATI VES, LI KE THE URBAN FOUNDATI ON.

RETRENCHHENTS AND JOB CREATI ON ARE ALSO URGENT | SSUES TO BE
ADDRESSED | N THE COM NG PERI CD. THESE | SSUES NEED _TO BE

CONSI DERED SI MULTANEQUSLY. WH CH CAN ONLY BE DONE | N THE CONTEXT
OF A NEW GROMH STRATEGY THAT ENCOURAGES | NVESTMENT, HHICH IS
CURRENTLY LOCKED | NTO SPECULATI VE ACTI VI TY.

HE SUGGEST A STRATEGY HHI CH FOCUSES I N THE FI RST | NSTANCE ON
BASI C GOODS, SUCH AS HOUSI NG - BROADLY | NCLUDI NG SOCI AL

I NFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVI CES AND PROPERLY PLANNED URBANI SATI O\
AND LI NKED NOT' ONLY TO _ PROVI DI NG SHELTER BUT ALSO TO REVI VI NG
THE ECONOMWY.

THE FOUR | SSUES HE PRI ORI TI SE ARE HOUSI NG, EDUCATI ON, LAND
REFORM AND PROVI DI NG A BASI C WELFARE FOR THE VERY POOR- ALL
THESE CAN BE ADDRESSED NOW | F HE TAKE THE LAND QUESTI ON,

THERE IS A NEED FOR RESTI TUTI ON. THE LAND BANK HAS ACCESS TO
LAND. THERE ARE OVER 1000 HH TE FARMERS VWHO ARE | N DEBT BEYOND
THE VALUE OF THEI R ASSETS. SHOULD THI S NOT BE TAKEN FOR

REDI STRI BUTI ON?
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THI' S FOCUS ON REDI STRI BUTI ON AND BASI C GOCDS M GHT NOT BE A

SUFFI CI ENT CONDI TI ON FOR GENERATI NG GROHTH, BUT I T IS CERTAI NLY A
NECESSARY CONDI TI ON FOR GROWMH.

TOGETHER W TH YOU, HE RECOGNI SE THAT GROMH IS CRUCI AL. HE

ENVI SAGE A DEMOCRATI C STATE PURSUI NG AN | NDUSTRI AL POLI CY Al HED,
IN THE FI RST | NSTANCE, AT MEETI NG BASI C NEEDS AND | NCREASI NG
EMPLOYMENT. |IN THE WORDS OF OUR DEPARTMENT OF ECONOM C PCLI CY.,

[ NDUSTRI AL PCLI CY HI LL ALSO AAIH TO ENSURE THAT SQUTH AFRI CA
EHERCGES AS A MORE SI GNI FI CANT MANUFACTURI NG EXPORTER. A

DEMOCRATI C | NDUSTRI AL RESTRUCTURI NG PROCESS SHOULD | NVOLVE THE
STATE, BUSI NESS AND THE TRADE UNI ONS AND OTHER ORGANI SATI ONS COF
GVviL SOCETY. |IT SHOULD ALSO AlH TO PROMOTE A MORE BALANCED
PATTERN OF | NDUSTRI ALI SATI ON, CAPABLE OF OVERCOHI NG THE CURRENT
ACUTE OVERCONCENTRATI ON OF ECONOM C ACTIVITY I N CERTAI N URBAN
AREAS. ’

W TH REGARD TO THE M NI NG | NDUSTRY, HE HI LL HAVE TO DEVELOP A
PLAN FOR THE OPTI MAL EXTRACTI ON OF GOLD I N THE NATI ONAL | NTEREST.
THI'S WOULD Al M AT PRCHOTI NG A PLAN I N FULL CONSULTATI ON W TH THE
LEADI NG PRODUCERS AND TRADE UNI ONS.

IN CONJUNCTION WTH THI'S, A NEW SYSTEM OF TAXATI ON, LEASI NG AND
FI NANCI NG WLL NEED TO BE DEVELOPED W TH MEASURES OF PUBLI C
OMNERSHI P WHERE APPROPRI ATE. THIS IS AN URGENT QUESTION I N THE

LI GHT OF THE CHANG NG STRUCTURE OF THE | NDUSTRY AT A HORLD LEVEL.
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UNCERTAFN PRI CES AND CURRENT THREATS OF RETRENCHHENT.

BASI CALLY THEN, HF BELI EVE THERE MJUST BE A REHORKED | NDUSTRI AL,
H RI NG AND AGRI CULTURAL STRATEGY. THESE SHOULD AlH I N THE FI RST

| NSTANCE AT MEETI NG BASI C NEEDS AND CREATI NG JOBS. BUT THE Al M5
SHOULD ALSO BE TO | MPROVE EXPORTER PERFORVANCE AND OUR
TECHNOLOG CAL CAPACI TY. DETAILS NEED TO BE DEVELOPED THROUGH
COOPERATI ON BETWEEN THE KEY PLAYERS, THAT IS, THE STATE, BUSI NESS
AND ORGANI SED LABOUR

THERE IS A NEED FOR MACROECONOM C STABI LI SATI ON. SUCH MATTERS AS
REDUCI NG | NFLATI ON ARE CRUCI AL | F THE ECONOWY | S TO GROW AND
ATTRACT I NVESTMENT | N THE FUTURE, BUT TH S WLL BEST BE ACH EVED
THROUGH PLACI NG SOUTH AFRI CA ON A NEW GRCHTH PATH AND NOT BY
HERELY TI NKERI NG W TH MONETARY POLICY IN A PERI OD OF RECESSI ON.
BUT FOR THERE TO BE ANY REAL PROGRESS |N THE ECONOM C DOVAI N WE
ALL KNOW THAT THERE HAS TO BE PCLI TI CAL STABI LI TYATHE VI OLENCE
MUST END. | CONCLUDE BY URG NG YOU TO JO N US | N DEHANDI NG THAT
THE GOVERNMENT USE THE PONERS AT | TS DI SPOSAL TO BRI NG THE REI GN
OF TERROR TO AN END. PLEASE USE YOUR VA CES TO CALL FOR A

GENUI NE PROCESS OF TRANSI TI ON WHOSE OQUTCOVE MUST SATI SFY THE
MAJORI TY OF SOUTH AFRI CANS. THAT MEANS THAT THE OBJECT OF THE
PROCESS MUST BE TO ACH EVE A DEMOCRATI C RESULT- ONLY VWHEN HE ARE
FREE, THAT IS WHEN, FOR THE FI RST TI ME HE ALL HAVE EQUAL RI GHTS
IN THE LAND OF CUR BIRTH, ONLY THEN HI LL WE HAVE PEACE. LET US
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MAKE THAI DAY DAVWN SOONER RATHER THAN LATER
THANK YOQU



