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US pilots, operating from Nairobi, have recently indicated that they were ï¬\202ying carg
o

planes carrying gold and diamonds from the rebel held eastern DRC to Kampala, Uganda.

A commodity trader familiar with Aï¬\201ican mineral trade remarked that Uganda had been

exporting relatively large amounts of gold and diamonds. Uganda has no diamond and

only limited gold deposits of its own.

(Classiï¬\201ed report)

0

DRC authorities at the beginning of November 1998 complained to the Zimbabwean



Ministry of Industry and Commerce that some Zimbabwean companies operating in the

DRC are defrauding their DRC counterparts. This mainly takes the form ofZimbabwean

companies taking collecting orders from their DRC counterparts, getting advance
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payments and then failing to deliver. Some of the companies include MACH-MELEAN
(suppliers of sugar), ZIMSOLAR (suppliers of solar panels), Tedman Printers, Swift
Investments (supplier of foodstuffs) and Native Investments. The Zimbabwe government
is continuously urging private companies to get involved in the DRC while the market
isfavourable. The Ministry ofIndustry and Commerce was therefore advised to consider
the appointment of a trade attachÃ© to the DRC, who could assist DRC companies in
trading only with reputable Zimbabwean companies.

(Classiï¬\201ea’ report)

Military aircraft from Uganda are reportedly landing at night at Bujumbura airport with
military equipment. A military communications antenna was also installed in Bujumbura
T0 date, Burundi â\200\231s approach to the DRC conï¬\202ict was mainlyfocussed on securi
ng its border
area against Hutu extremist attacks. With increasing reports ofHutu extremists joining th
e
KABILA forces, the Burundi government will probably be forced to change its

(Classiï¬\201ed report)

DRC Minister of state in the Presidency, Victor MPOYO recently stated that the optimism t
hat
existed aï¬\201er Angola had sent a large motorized infantry unit to the Kasai provinces 
of the DRC
has waned, after it became clear that the Angolans have sent their least effective troops
 and that
the MIG˜21 aircraft provided are barely serviceable. The Commander ofthe Angolan Air Forc
e
has indicated that he would not deploy front line aircraft in the east ofthe DRC as losse
s from
anti-aircraï¬\201 missiles are feared.
MPOYO also indicated that the Zimbabwean Minister of Justice, Emmerson MNANGAGWA,
is pressurizing President KABILA to pay Zimbabwe a sum of US$500 million before the end o
f
December 1998. According to him MNANGAGWA has hinted that a continued Zimbabwean
troop presence in the DRC could be linked to the payment of the US$500 million. MPOYO,
pointed out that the DRC government has eï¬\202ectively run out ofmoney, as it has to buy
 rations
for the Congolese Armed Forces (FAC) on six months credit terms.

(Classified report)
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The DRC govemment has with the support of its printed media embarked on an anti-South Afr
ica
campaign. The campaign is mainly aimed against President MANDELA and those in favour of

a negotiated settlement in the DRC. The campaign also attempts to portray President MANDE
LA

as central in the planned overthrow of President KABILA. Although the campaign is regarde
d

as not particularly successful, it has created anti-South Africa sentiments among support
ers of

President KABILA in Kinshasa and Katanga.

(Classz’ï¬\201ed report)

Members of the DRC Presidential Special Services have apprehended a Ugandan citizen,

KABAGAME SALIMA, on 12 November 1998 on charges ofespionage. KABAGAME who used
to serve as a councilor to the former DRC Minister of Foreign Affairs and presently a mem
ber of
the RCD executive, Bizima KARAHA, was apparently under orders to inï¬\201ltrate the DRC

presidency and the PAC. He was also to gather strategic information on how to capture the
 DRC
capital militarily. KABAGAME was apparently found with sophisticated communication device
s,
arms and ammunition at his residence. It is also alleged that KABAGAME was using the Seco
nd
Secretary atthe Ugandan embassy in Kinshasa to forward information to the Ugandan authori
ties.

(Classiï¬\201ed report)

Sudanâ\200\231s ambassador in the DRC, Al-Sadiq OSMAN, said on 17 November that members o
fthe
Sudan Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA) helped Ugandan and RCD troops to seize the towns of
Isiro and Buta, close to the Sudanese border. Isirofell t0 the RCD in September 1998, and
 Buta

a little later.

(Reuters dd 1 7/11/98)

Jean Baptiste SONDJI, who was dismissed as Health Minister on 13 November, has effectivel
y
been placed under house arrest, a member ofhis family said on 17 November. SONDJI, who fo
r
months urged the government to pay more attention to public health and education, later
expanded his criticism ofKABILA â\200\231s government, saying the president had stiï¬\202
ed debate on

constitutional reform.
(SAPA-AP dd 1 7/1 1/98)
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Attached for your attention, a brief intelligence report on the
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2.

Should you have any additional requirements on this issue, we will.

gladly try to assist in obtaining more information.
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EU Special Envoy to the Great Lakes region, Aldo AJELLO, has called for the creation of a

government based on consensus for the DRC. In an interview published on 16 November by th
e

Belgian daily Le Soir, AJELLO said the crisis in the central African region was primarily
 â\200\234a

problem among the Congolese; itâ\200\231s a matter ofthe management ofpower in the DR â
\200\235. AJELLO

told Le Soir that a settlement does not imply dialogue between KABILA and the RCD, but ta
lks
among all Congolese political forces, including the rebels. AJELLO also said that a means
 must

be found of guaranteeing the security of neighbouring countries apart from sending troops
 and
that people are studying the possibility of deploying an inter-African force which could 
replace

the foreign troops.

(SAPA-AFP dd 16/] 1/98 )

SECRET



SECRET

DISTRIBUTION LIST:

a
â\200\224
.

N
9
9
P
â\200\230
P
â\200\230
9
9
Â°
9
9

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPUTY PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

MINISTER OF DEFENCE

DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTELLIGENCE

COORDINATOR FOR INTELLIGENCE

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

DDG: AFRICA

DDG: AFRICA

SECURITY AND ADMINISTRATIVE MEASURES

THIS DOCUMENT IS SUBJECT TO THE PROTECTION OF INFORMATION ACT (ACT
84 OF 1982).

THE DISTRIBUTION OF INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUNIENT IS

RESTRICTED TO OFFICIAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA.

PERMISSION FOR DEVIATION FROM THE AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTION LIST HAS

TO BE OBTAINED FROM DIVISIONAL HEAD N41, ON BEHALF OF THE DIRECTOR

GENERAL OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN SECRET SERVICE.

AFTER USE, THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE DESTROYED BY MEANS OF BURNING OR

SHREDDING. THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN SECRET SERVICE
MUST BE NOTIFIED ACCORDINGLY. SUCH NOTIFICATIONS MUST BE MARKED FOR

THE ATTENTION OF THE DIVISIONAL HEAD N42.

SECRET



SECRET

Democratic Republic of
Congo Update
98/054

18 November 1998

 

 

COPY 003

In this edition:

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

American pilots involved in smuggling activities from DRC

Zimbabwean private companies cheat DRC counterparts

Possible change in Burundiâ\200\231s attitude towards DRC conï¬\202ict

DRC minister complains about Angola and Zimbabwe

Anti South African sentiments whipped up by KABILA government

Ugandan spy arrested in Kinshasa

SPLA accused of supporting RCD

DRC minister arrested

EU envoy on DRC situation

9

US pilots, operating from Nairobi, have recently indicated that they were ï¬\202ying carg
o

planes carrying gold and diamonds from the rebel held eastern DRC to Kampala, Uganda.

A commodity trader familiar with Aï¬\201ican mineral trade remarked that Uganda had been

exporting relatively large amounts of gold and diamonds. Uganda has no diamond and

only limited gold deposits of its own.

(Classiï¬\201ed report)
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DRC authorities at the beginning of November 1998 complained to the Zimbabwean



Ministry of Industry and Commerce that some Zimbabwean companies operating in the

DRC are defrauding their DRC counterparts. This mainly takes the form ofZimbabwean

companies taking collecting orders from their DRC counterparts, getting advance
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payments and then failing to deliver. Some of the companies include MACH-MELEAN

(suppliers of sugar), ZIMSOLAR (suppliers of solar panels), Tedman Printers, Swift

Investments (supplier offoodstuffs) and Native Investments. The Zimbabwe government

is continuously urging private companies to get involved in the DRC while the market

isfavourable. The Ministry ofIndustry and Commerce was therefore advised to consider

the appointment of a trade attachÃ© to the DRC, who could assist DRC companies in

trading only with reputable Zimbabwean companies.

(Classiï¬\201ed report)

Military aircraft from Uganda are reportedly landing at night at Bujumbura airport with

military equipment. A military communications antenna was also installed in Bujumbura

To date, Burundi â\200\231s approach to the DRC conï¬\202ict was mainlyfocussed on securi
ng its border

area against Hutu extremist attacks. With increasing reports ofHutu extremists joining th
e

KABILA forces, the Burundi government will probably be forced to change its

(Classiï¬\201ed report)

DRC Minister of state in the Presidency, Victor MPOYO recently stated that the optimism t
hat

existed aï¬\201er Angola had sent a large motorized infantry unit to the Kasai provinces 
of the DRC

has waned, after it became clear that the Angolans have sent their least effective troops
 and that

the MIG˜21 aircraft provided are barely serviceable. The Commander ofthe Angolan Air Forc
e

has indicated that he would not deploy front line aircraft in the east ofthe DRC as losse
sfrom

anti-aircraï¬\201 missiles are feared.

MPOYO also indicated that the Zimbabwean Minister of Justice, Emmerson MNANGAGWA,

is pressurizing President KABILA to pay Zimbabwe 3 sum of US$500 million before the end o
f

December 1998. According to him MNANGAGWA has hinted that a continued Zimbabwean

troop presence in the DRC could be linked to the payment of the US$500 million. MPOYO,

pointed out that the DRC government has effectively run out ofmoney, as it has to buy rat
ions

for the Congolese Armed Forces (FAC) on six months credit terms.

(Classified report)
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The DRC govemment has with the support of its printed media embarked on an anti-South Afr
ica

campaign. The campaign is mainly aimed against President MANDELA and those in favour of

a negotiated settlement in the DRC. The campaign also attempts to poxtray President MANDE
LA

as central in the planned overthrow of President KABILA. Although the campaign is regarde
d

as not particularly successful, it has created anti-South Africa sentiments among support
ers of

President KABILA in Kinshasa and Katanga.

(Classz’ï¬\201ed report)

Members of the DRC Presidential Special Services have apprehended a Ugandan citizen,

KABAGAME SALIMA, on 12 November 1998 on charges ofespionage. KABAGAME who used

to serve as a councilor to the fonner DRC Minister of Foreign Affairs and presently a mem
ber of

the RCD executive, Bizima KARAHA, was apparently under orders to inï¬\201ltrate the DRC

presidency and the FAC. He was also to gather strategic infonnation on how to capture the
 DRC

capital militarily. KABAGAME was apparently found with sophisticated communication device
s,

arms and ammunition at his residence. It is also alleged that KABAGAME was using the Seco
nd

Secretary atthe Ugandan embassy in Kinshasa to forward information to the Ugandan authori
ties.

(Classiï¬\201ed report)

Sudanâ\200\231s ambassador in the DRC, Al-Sadiq OSMAN, said on 17 November that members o
fthe

Sudan Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA) helped Ugandan and RCD troops to seize the towns of

Isiro and Buta, close to the Sudanese border. Isirofell t0 the RCD in September 1998, and
 Buta

a little later.

(Reuters dd 1 7/11/98)

Jean Baptiste SONDJI, who was dismissed as Health Minister on 13 November, has effectivel
y

been placed under house arrest, a member ofhis family said on 17 November. SONDJI, whofor

months urged the government to pay more attention to public health and education, later

expanded his criticism ofKABILA â\200\2313 government, saying the president had stifled d
ebate on

constitutional reform.
(SAPA-AP dd 1 7/1 1/98)

SECRET





i

a
’

"â\200\2341

}
5’

4/

1/ \-g)(?(l/ â\200\230

â\200\230.

"I

x L\

CAMEROON

/â\200\231\"˜

\\

\˜â\200\224’\â\200\224.,/"â\200\224â\200\230

â\200\230 ’ ""’*â\200\234-V....m

â\200\234\â\200\23090 ’
hmâ\200\235. "’r

.5

â\200\234avxï¬\202m

1â\200\230
{’wa â\200\234\x
F.
g

râ\200\235

GABON w.

â\200\234x,

Guess

CO

M.
1

R

i"

m

.\

\

poi
Ni ’
5,.8

xâ\200\234
,.



SUDAN
    

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBUC

211
i
f
ï¬\202y
Â§
’ 7on o N f
_. 3â\200\234 . Bondo
2’
,/ 1â\200\234â\200\235: â\200\230
râ\200\234**˜â\200\235""â\200\230â\200\234â\200\234Â»-Â«Â«..-%;

.
Banut _

k_

/"-â\200\230" \

â\200\230\

â\200\234\

J4"

/

g

;â\200\231

f râ\200\231â\200\234

J (-mHâ\200\230 râ\200\231 m’

   

g

I

j

 
     
 

    

   
   Lakt
Albert
YUGANDA

Kasese__,.A_Wâ\200\231
.-.__
L "
dwmd

’ L "\ \Bandundu

â\200\230\˜/\

MaI-Ndombe

FILLâ\200\235



oâ\200\230\.,.M

....._0-

,/
{

fâ\200\230
v

K a <\

4:9;

â\200\231
AA:

(â\200\2311

â\200\2301’

L

\

{>

.

J

z

â\200\231.

.â\200\230

â\200\230

I

5

BANDUNDU

dâ\200\231 Jf5:"kulï¬\201i-4x\_

4’4?

â\200\230

I
I

KASAI

-

 

;
Â«.215

1

\QOV

Brazzaville M- ,/â\200\230
.,



(,3m â\200\234j;
˜

â\200\230

I

’

â\200\230
J

 

I

3

<

L

.
I
{

>

-3

 

(Kabalo

Kikwit

\
â\200\230
<

\Luwgoï¬\202

..__.˜ - M-..â\200\234

j’
.
â\200\230
I
19.,

   
  

O CiDENAL

  

SOUTH
ATLANTIC
OCEAN

’
I nza-
’ Pay;

\A\
KASA -
-

˜- -.,... _,-..m. -.K.__}....r._ - H_\1 __ r.â\200\235 â\200\234m ..,,



\A!
â\200\230380
Mme; ,,
\

VJ 5"; â\200\234â\200\231A
˜

?QRIBNTALL
-â\200\224\â\200\230 \
.

    { f
1,.  
  
   

  

    

Boundary representation is
not neCBSSarily authoritative.

-â\200\224â\200\224â\200\224---â\200\224- Region boundary

Base 505275 (A00820) 1-83

International boundary

SHABA<

â\200\224â\200\224+â\200\224â\200\224â\200\224+â\200\224â\200\224-- Railroad

190 I 290Ki|ometers

National capital

Region capital

Kapiri Mposhi

zbomnes

Manbno

/

Road

160

..

9
6

*

6)

 

 

’

,-

.



 
  

 



HMO] am] 0009.! IQ

SÂ©uï¬\202n Aï¬\202frï¬\201can Secrdt Service
ng/Tiï¬\201agog x3

’5- (012) 427 5500 -

0028

PRETORIH

 

SECRET

SASS/N41/13/1/8

18 NOVEMBER 1998

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

DRC UPDATE

1.

Attached for your attention, a brief intelligence report on the

aboveâ\200\224mentioned topic.

2.

Should you have any additional requirements on this issue, we will.

gladly try to assist in obtaining more information.

Aka NM}
DIRECTOR GENERAL

?

SECRET

E 

 

 

 



SECRET

4

EU Special Envoy to the Great Lakes region, Aldo AJELLO, has called for the creation of a

government based on consensus for the DRC. In an interview published on 16 November by th
e

Belgian daily Le Soir, AJELLO said the crisis in the central African region was primarily
 â\200\234a

problem among the Congolese; itâ\200\231s a matter ofthe management ofpower in the DRCâ
\200\235. AJELLO

told Le Soir that a settlement does not imply dialogue between KABILA and the RCD, but ta
lks

among all Congolese political forces, including the rebels. AJELLO also said that a means
 must

be found of guaranteeing the security of neighbouring countries apart from sending troops
 and

that people are studying the possibility of deploying an inter-African force which could 
replace

the foreign troops.

(SAPA-AFP dd 16/] 1/98 )
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