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We must remain on the attack, maintain our offensive posture and, in
struggle, win new ground in our advance towards people's power. To wre
st

that new ground from the enemy requires that we plan for action, organis
e

ourselves for action, and on the basis of those plans and relying on our
organised strength, attack the enemy on all fronts as a united force. To
achieve a further advance to people's power, these must be our watchwo
rds

- plan, organise, attack!'

UNITED ACTION FOR PEOPLE'S POWER!
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Compatriots,

Once more it is January 8th, the anniversary of your movement, the Afric
an National

Congress. Today we observe its 76th year of active struggle as the leader
of the

oppressed in our country and the representative of the democratic future
towards

which the overwhelming majority of our people aspire.

We marked this past year as our Jubilee Year because our movement ha
d attained

75 years. To observe that Jubilee in an appropriate manner consonant wi
th our tasks

and our possibilities as the broad movement for national liberation, we de
cided to

celebrate 1987 as the Year of Advance to People's Power. Of necessity
we have to

assess whether we have in fact made the advance which we thought nece
ssary to bring

us nearer to the realisation of our cherished goal.

Homage to Martyrs of Struggle

Before we do this, we would like to pay homage to all those who have lai
d down their

lives during our Jubilee Year in the struggle for our emancipation. | refer
here not

only to our own compatriots but to all others throughout our region who
have perished

at the hands of the apartheid regime of terror. As a result of the murderous
activities

of this regime, every country in our regidn has tasted the bitter tears of gri
ef.

Throughout our region, there are today more apartheid widows, widower
s and orphans

than there were a year ago. There are more graves of children which sta
nd as a monu-

ment to the limitless barbarity of the apartheid system.

Massacres in the Frontline States

The killers came to Homoine in Mozambique and butchered all in sight wit
h chilling

savagery. They arrived in Zimbabwe to massacre a peaceful religious c
ommunity. The

apartheid death machine rolled into Angola to kill and destroy. Pietermari
tzburg is



awash with the blood of black people all of whom, whatever side they hav
e fought
on, are together victims of the criminal system of apartheid.

Maputo and Livingstone, Harare, Lusaka, Gaborone, Mbabane and count
less towns

and cities in South Africa and Namibia have each had their sh'are of funer
als to bid

farewell to those on whom the apartheid monster has fed, to satisfy its th
irst for human

blood. As the innocent perished, the captain of the murderers sneaked in
to Angola

to urge his minions to more bloodshed, for the preservation of the system
of white

minority domination. And thus stands bared the true terrorist and criminal
nature of

the Botha regime.



Pretoria's Intensified Reign of Terror

This continued campaign of terror has been carried out by the apartheid
regime

precisely because we, together with the peoples of our region, have ind
eed been

able to advance towards victory. It is true that we have not advanced on al
[ fronts in

our general offensive towards people's power with the same speed and
success. There

has been an uneven development of our struggle precisely because the
enemy, as

we had expected, has continued to fight for its life. But we have advanc
ed because

we have dared to struggle despite the enemy's desperate reign of terror.

As our Jubilee Year came to a close, it was clear that our country has pol
arised into

two opposing camps, one representing liberation, democracy and peace a
nd the other,

oppression, racism and war. Throughout this past year our enemy has trie
d to defeat

and suppress the forces of national liberation and democratic change. At
the same

time the racists have sought to increase their own strength by working to
consolidate

their own ranks and luring to their side as many people as possible. All t
his has been

without success.

The failure of the enemy to achieve these objectives constitutes for us a s
trategic

advance and is central to our assessment of the continuing shift in the ba
lance of forces

in our favour and therefore our advance towards people's power.

To appreciate the decisive importance of this advance, it is necessary to
understand,

in its fullness, the degree and scope of the counter-offensive launched by
the Pretoria

regime in its efforts to recover ground that it had lost in the previous two
years in par-

ticular. At the heart of the response of the enemy has been its attempt to
liquidate

the ANC and the mass democratic movement through a sustained campai
gn of ex-

treme repression and open terror.

This has been coupled with an aggressive political offensive both inside
and out-

side the country designed to give the white minority regime a cloak of le
gitimacy and

to turn the masses of our people and the world community against our b
road move-



ment for national liberation. As we have said, the rest of the peoples of o
ur region

have themselves, more than ever before, been victims of the integrated c
ounter-

offensive of the forces of racism and fascism.

Rule by Force

In 75 years of struggle under the banner of the ANC, we have never kno
wn a cam-

paign of repression as coldly calculated and systematic as we have exper
ienced this

past year. The emergence into the open of the so-called National Securi
ty Manage-

ment System as the central instrument of government, its core composed
of the racist

army and police, is indication enough of the decisive importance of the us
e of force

as the principal means of government. Accordingly, we have seen the net
work of the

so-called Joint Management Centres, operating under the direction of the
State Security

Council, envelop our people under a blanket of institutionalised state ter
rorism which

we have never had to endure before.

We are all aware of the practical meaning of these developments. The iss
ue is not

just the imposition of the dastardly state of emergency. The effort to main
tain the so-

called security of the apartheid system has meant a determined attempt t
o break the

will of the people and to destroy our organisations through sustained terro
r carried
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out by soldiers, the police, kitskonstabels and secret assassination squad
S.

Mass Arrests and Torture

Together with all these activities, which it is hard to believe are carried o
ut by people

who still expect to be called human beings, have been the mass arrests
and deten-

tions. The torture, physical and psychological persecution and abuse of o
ur people,

among them children, goes on unabated. So determined has the regime o
f the op-

pressors been to use force that it has employed teargas against detainee
s inside prisons

themselves. To break the youth in particular the enemy has, as we know,
even set

up special indoctrination camps designed to train the young to serve as pl
iant tools

of the regime of murderers.

Some among us the fascist regime decides to imprison or to hang. Even
now,

countless show trials are taking place, with some reported and others no
t. As we speak,

scores of our people are facing execution while others are doomed to ser
ve long terms

of imprisonment. By the end of the year more will be confronted with the
same grim

prospect of legalised murder, some of which will be carried out in secret,
as is hap-

pening already.

The fascist tyrants are determined to ensure that none of this truth shou

Id be known

or told. For them the darkness of the night and the terrible void of ignora
nce are

elements which guarantee the success of their nefarious schemes. Nothi
ng should

be known except that which the killers decide should be known. Lies and d
isinfor-

mation are among the tools that must be used to guarantee the survival of
the apart-

heid system. To ensure this, the racists have imposed press restrictions
which are

without precedent in our entire history.

Military Occupation

Many of our townships remain under the occupation of the murder squads
of the ar-

my and the police which we have been talking about. To camouflage their
true pur-

pose and to bribe us to accept the tyrannical rule of the apartheid regim



e, these same

killers come to us bearing gifts. Such is the fool's paradise which derives
from the

arrogance of racism, making the slave-master believe he can quell the reb
ellion of

the slaves by increasing their rations.

What we have spoken of is not a system of random acts. The incidents, t
he acts and

the measures are all part of a systematised and integrated process of rule
by terror.

The plan of the enemy is that those who dispose of this tyrannical force
should occupy

all vantage points in society and co-opt as many people and social forces
as possible

into the organised system of repression. Hence we see that some municip
al councils,

elements among the white business community, some teachers and othe
rs have already

been drawn into the Joint Management Centres as partners in state terro
rism. None

of those who continue to accept to co-operate with the apartheid regime
can expect

that they will escape this fate of having to serve within the military structur
es of ter-

rorist domination that this regime is putting in place.

At the same time, we are aware that the racists have themselves recognis
ed the fact

that their campaign of repression has not succeeded as they thought it w
ould.
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around

Therefore they continue to devise new measures further to tighten the n
oose around

the people. The new conditions which the Pretoria regime seeks to impos
e on the

universities, to transform their administrations into instruments of repressi
on, are part

of this process. So also is the Bill, which the racist parliament is conside
ring, designed

to paralyse the trade union movement by effectively abolishing the right o
f the workers

to strike. In an effort to break the widespread rent boycott and deprive us
of this

weapon in future, the apartheid regime also continues to work towards pa
ssing legisla-

tion which will compel employers to deduct rents from the pay packets of
their

employees. These are but some of the ways and means that the racist re
gime is and

will be devising and implementing to ensure the survival of the criminal s
ystem of

apartheid.

Spirit of Freedom Aflame Among the Masses

The enemy's campaign of intense repression has tested the strength of o
ur commit-

ment to liberation, our determination and ability to fight on, and the firmn

ess of our

adherence to the strategic objective of the seizure of power by the peopl

e through

struggle. It is with pride that we caq say, on this historic occasion, that on
e of the

outstanding and indelible achievements of our Year of Advance to Peopl

e's Power

is that we have come through that test as tempered steel.

The attempt of the apartheid regime to destroy the will and determination
of the

people to liberate themselves has failed completely and utterly. How beaut
iful it has

been to see and feel the spirit of freedom aflame among the masses of o
ur people.

How inspiring the message that has come from every corner of our land th
at victory

is certain. We have confronted death and unimaginable suffering in our mi
llions and

in action declared that all these pale into insignificance in the face of the
historic mis-

sion we have to carry out - the destruction of the apartheid crime against
humanity.

Contrary to the plans of the enemy the mass political army, on whose sho
ulders rests



the task of dislodging the apartheid regime, has remained firmly in the tr

enches of

struggle, determined to remain on the offensive. Among the workers and
the youth,

the rural masses, the women and other sections of our people, the level

of commit-

ment to the task of liberation has never been higher than it is today. We

defeated the

efforts of the enemy to reverse our gains. We shattered its hopes that aft
er three years

of the most intense struggle, we will be suffering from battle fatigue.

We have also both maintained and enhanced our level of unity at this mas
s level.

The criminal vigilante groups which serve the interests of our oppressors
, remain a

small fraction of the people. As the racists have continued to trumpet the
ir determina-

tion to proceed with their so-called reform programme, we have further s
trengthened

our unity around the demands contained in the Freedom Charter, around
the perspec-

tive of a united, democratic and non-racial South Africa.

Organisationally, that enhanced level of unity has found expression in th
e growth

of that mighty arm of the workers of our country, the Congress of South
African Trade

Unions and its affiliates. The gains made in translating the vision of one
industry one

union into reality, attracting ever more workers into the Cosatu unions an
d adopting

the Freedom Charter as the common perspective of our working class, are
all impor-

tant victories cementing and raising the level of unity among the workers.



ve-

These achievements, which are of great importance to the entire liberati
on move-

ment, contributed to the success of our historic struggles which the work
ers and the

masses of our country fought during this past year. These include the Ma
y 6th and

June 16th stays-at-home, the epoch-making mineworkers' strike and those
of the railway

and postal workers. In action the working class continued to take its place
as the

leading social force in our struggle.

Strengthen United Action

This year we shall be observing the 5th anniversary of that great formatio
n of the

democratic movement, the United Democratic Front. In the brief period of
its existence,

the UDF has earned the love, devotion and allegiance of the millions of o
ur people.

This is because it has stood in the forefront of struggle and remained firm
in its objec-

tives and determination despite a bloody effort by the racists to liquidate it.
It is the

task of the entire democratic movement to ensure that the UDF is streng
thened and

defended by all available means against the enemy's counter-offensive. It
is also of

vital importance that we work to strengthen the links between this mass o
rganisation

of the people and other formations of the democratic movement.

Central to the process of the strengthening of the organised base of the
mass

democratic movement has also been the emergence of such organisation
s as the South

African Youth Congress, the UDF Women's Congress, the Congress of Tr
aditional

Leaders of South Africa and the National Association of Democratic Law
yers. As we

know, the further development of this unity has correctly taken place not o
nly at the

national but also at local and regional levels as well.

During the past year, all the mass organisations of the people came unde
r intense

pressure from the forces of repression. We are all aware that many of the
se did in

fact suffer seriously. In certain areas, street and area committees have b
een crippled,

local organisations severely disrupted and regional and national leadershi
p collec-

tives depleted through arrests. Offices such as those of Cosatu and the



UDF have been

bombed and set on fire by agents of the Pretoria regime. In some townsh
ips, the regime

has tried to replace the organs of people's power, which the people had
created

themselves, with an army and police administration through the system of
the so-called

Joint Management Centres. All of this was intended to strangle the organ
ised forma-

tions of the mass democratic movement so as to leave the people leader
less and

therefore incapable of united and concerted action.

Enemy Intentions Defeated

It is again with pride that we can say that in the strategic sense the ene
my has been

defeated in its intentions. Whatever the reverses we have suffered, we ha
ve, in the

main, successfully defended our organisational formations. In certain ins
tances, as we

have said, we have actually expanded the organised formations of the m
ass democratic

movement. Given the fact that they have sunk their roots deep among th
€ masses,

to destroy the mass democratic organisations, the enemy would have to ¢
arry out the

impossible task of annihilating the people themselves.

As part of its all-round counter-offensive, the apartheid regime had also
hoped that
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the ANC

it would break the links between the people and their movement and arm
y, the ANC

and Umkhonto we Sizwe, weaken and destroy our capacity to act and tra
nsform us

into irrelevant historical remnants. Once more the enemy has failed disma
lly. There

is no doubt that we enter this year with the prestige and authority of the
ANC and

Umkhonto we Sizwe higher than they have ever been before and, corresp
ondingly,

with an even heavier responsibility to discharge the tasks which history
has assigned

to them.

Let Govan Mbeki Speak!

We would like to take this opportunity to reiterate our warm welcome to t
hat outstand-

ing people's leader, Isitwalandwe Comrade Govan Mbeki, released after
24 years as

a captive of the common enemy of all our people.

To you, dear comrade, we say: the example you have given to us all, bot
h while

you were in prison and since you were released, has served as enormou
S encourage-

ment and inspiration for all our people and the entire movement for nation
al libera-

tion. We are strengthened by the fact that you have rejoined us, albeit in
the larger

prison that is apartheid South Africa,, to continue the struggle with us as
a comrade,

a colleague and a leader. Your release during our Year of Advance to P
eople's Power

was one of the historic victories of that Year and of the national and inter
national forces

fighting against the apartheid system.

We salute all these forces which have, for decades, sustained the struggl
e for the

immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners. Govan Mbe
ki's release

should serve as further encouragement to us all to campaign with even gr
eater vigour

until this common and urgent objective is achieved. Let us also all join f
orces to demand

of the Pretoria regime to let Govan Mbeki speak! The restrictions by whi
ch the enemy

continues to imprison our leaders must go.

People's Army, People's War

During the past year, the racists also carried out a concerted campaign in



a vain at-

tempt to paralyse the armed struggle. It is true that your army, Umkhont

0 we Sizwe,

has suffered a number of casualties in terms of combatants and command
ers killed

or captured. Among those killed were Comrade Job Tabane, popularly k
nown as

Cassius Make, member of our National Executive Committee and the Mili
tary Head-

guarters of Umkhonto we Sizwe, as well as other outstanding members of
the peo-

ple's army such as Sello Motau, Ashley Kriel, Phillip Matabane, Sechab

a Mokutu and

Shadrack Maphumulo. On this important national day we pay tribute to th
em all and

their comlrades-in-arms whom we have not mentioned, some of whom ha
ve perished

as well, some of whom are in enemy hands awaiting or on trial, and othe
rs who have

already been illegally sentenced. By their activities, all these, together w
ith the masses

of our people who joined them to prosecute the armed struggle, nullified
the schemes

of the enemy to thwart our armed resistance and further strengthened the
basis for

us to succeed in our objective of transforming our armed offensive into a
people's war.

Indeed the enemy has been forced to admit that despite its efforts, we es
calated

our armed offensive throughout the Year of Advance to People's Power. H
aving failed
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e
to hide the actions we carried out in many parts of the country, including
those

executed in support of the striking railway workers and the rent boycott,
the enemy

had no choice but to make this admission. The mass base of the armed s
truggle has

continued to expand and the people's commitment to wage this struggle to
its suc-

cessful conclusion further deepened.

Division Among the White Minority

Yet another element in the reverses suffered by the apartheid regime dur
ing our Jubilee

Year has been its failure to realise the goal of arresting the process of spl
intering of

its social base into many political factions. The white elections on May 6t
h were call-

ed to achieve this objective. But what is the position today?

The forces of white minority domination are more divided than they have
ever been

in all the four decades of apartheid rule. Never again will the racists regai
n the unity

which they so frantically seek. Of importance in this regard is the continu
ing defec-

tion of some Afrikaners from the camp of racism and apartheid. Regardles
s of the

distance these new democrats have travelled towards genuinely democrat
ic positions,

the fact of their break with the perspective of white minority domination co
nstitutes

an important contribution to the common future we seek to build - of a So
uth Africa

that will belong to all South Africans regardless of race or colour. The me
eting held

in Dakar will always remain one of the benchmarks in the efforts of our pe
ople to unite

against the apartheid system.

Resistance to Racist Rule by the Gun

Of major importance also is the fact that the more the racists have relied
on their arm-

ed forces to ensure the survival of the apartheid system, the sharper the
contradic-

tions and conflicts within its armed and para-military forces have become
. The police

and army mutinies in South Africa and Namibia with which the Pretoria r
egime had

to contend in our Jubilee Year are vital indicators of the impact that our ¢
ontinuing

struggle and the deepening crisis of the apartheid system is having on th



ese decisive

elements of the apartheid state machinery. The campaign to resist conscri
ption into

the army of oppression and aggression remains one of the outstanding tri
butes to the

humanity of the white youth of our country who, despite the prospect of s
evere

penalties, refuse to be turned into the murder machine of the apartheid
regime. We

would like these brave and noble young compatriots to know that long afte
r the apart-

heid regime has become a thing of the past, the people of our country wil

| honour

them for their courage and principled opposition to racial tyranny.

The ongoing process of the collapse of the apartheid-created institutions
has resulted

in a further worsening of the crisis of the bantustan system. The fact tha
t the enemy

has let loose against the people both its puppet armed forces within the
se bantustans

as well as the equally murderous vigilante groups, is a sign not of strengt
h but of the

reality that these enemy organs of apartheid power are themselves fighti
ng a rearguard

battle which is doomed to fail. The apartheid tri-cameral parliament, so
overwhelm-

ingly rejected by the overwhelming majority of our people, as was reconf
irmed on

May 6th, is itself subject to the same crisis that the apartheid system as a
whole is
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the face

experiencing as a result of our struggle. That parliament too will disappea
rin the face

of our continuing offensive to create one that is truly representative of all
the people

of our country.

Once more, we call on our Indian and Coloured compatriots who serve wit
hin this

apartheid institution to abandon the path of treachery by withdrawing from
this institu-

tion. For too long already they have stretched the patience of the people
which is not

endless. Those among the whites who are opposed to apartheid must th
emselves

consider what purpose their continued membership of the white parliamen
t serves,

recognising that no democratic transformation can be brought about by a
n apartheid

institution.

Peoples of the World Unite Against Apartheid

During the year of our 75th Anniversary, the positions of the Pretoria reg
ime external-

ly also continued to weaken at an accelerated pace. We, on the other h
and, have ended

our Year of Advance to People's Power in a stronger position than ever b
efore, Even

those who do not accept our policy and perspectives have recognised the
fact that

there can be no solution of the South ~.frican question without the particip
ation of the

ANC and the mass democratic movement as the central force. Furthermor
e, the issue

of the recognition by the nations of the world of the illegitimacy of the ap
artheid regime

is today firmly on the agenda. The historic Arusha Conference, which me
t under the

theme The World United Against Apartheid for a Democratic South Africa
, played

an important part in bringing about this result which is of central importan
ce in our

struggle to liberate ourselves.

Similarly, the hopes of the racists that they could defuse the campaign fo
r sanctions

have come to nought. Despite the efforts of the major Western powers to
shield the

apartheid regime from effective international action, the peoples of the w
orld have

taken the struggle for the international isolation of apartheid South Africa
yet another

step forward. Many areas of the world, including the socialist countries a



nd the over-

whelming majority of member states of the UN, the Non-Aligned Moveme
nt and the

OAU, have continued their total isolation of apartheid South Africa. Other
s, such as

the Nordic countries, have in the past year adopted important measures in
this regard.

With the sole exception of the United Kingdom, the countries of the Co
mmonwealth

also resolved in favour of further sanctions against racist South Africa, as
did the group

of African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. The US Congress also remai
ns seized with

this question. We are convinced that despite the stubborn resistance of
the Reagan

Administration, the legislators of the United States will act to impose furt
her sanctions

against the racists.

Southern Africa Resists Campaigns of Aggression
The Frontline States

Nearer home, the independent countries of Southern Africa have valiantl
y continued

to resist the campaign of aggression and destabilisation which the Pretor
ia regime

took to new heights this past year. Despite the high price they have had t
0 pay, they

have refused to be intimidated into accepting the status of client states of
apartheid
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pay dear-

South Africa. As the year came towards its close, the Pretoria regime had
to pay dear-

ly for its racist arrogance on the battlefields of Angola. When the white yo
uth it had

sent forward as cannon fodder began to die in this undeclared war, their
mothers and

fathers began openly to question why it was that they had to be in Angola a
tall. In

the end the Botha regime will have to answer to the millions of mothers a
nd fathers

throughout Southern Africa as to why their children had to perish when t
hey had not

even so much as set one foot on South African soil.

We would like to take this opportunity once more to extend our warm con
gratula-

tions to that outstanding African statesman, Comrade Robert Gabriel Mug
abe, on his

recent election as the first Executive President of the Republic of Zimba
bwe. The pro-

cess of consolidation of people's power in this neighbouring country stre
ngthens the

revolutionary process in our country as well.

Namibia

The struggle of the sister people of Namibia, under the leadership of S
WAPO, has

continued to deliver powerful blows against the apartheid forces of occup
ation and

colonialism. These achievements of the Namibian people, for which they
have been

prepared to make the necessary sacrifices, have been an important factor
in the fur-

therance of our own struggle against the common apartheid enemy. We a
re certain

that the continuing political, military and diplomatic struggle of the Namib
ian people

will bring that country ever closer to its long-overdue independence.

The Way Forward

What then are the lessons that we should draw from all that | have said,
and from here,

where do we go? What is the way forward? One of the outstanding feature
s of this

past year is that the apartheid regime organised itself and acted in a ma
nner designed

specifically to stop our advance to people's power and to reverse our gain
s. At the

centre of its programme for counter-insurgency was the idea that the en
emy could

recapture the initiative and thus force us on to the defensive, if we still h



ad any capacity
to carry on with the struggle.

Plan, Organise, Attack

The second outstanding feature of our Jubilee Year is that, through heroic
struggle,

we succeeded in making a strategic advance. Steadfastly maintaining ou
I perspec-

tive of advance to people's power, we fought on to accomplish the tasks t
hat go to

make up that advance. In struggle we have answered the question - what
is the way

forward? The answer is that we must remain on the attack, maintain our o
ffensive

posture and, in struggle, win new ground in our advance towards people’
S power.

To wrest that new ground from the enemy requires that we plan for action
, organise

ourselves for action, and on the basis of those plans and relying on our
organised

strength, attack the enemy on all fronts as a united force. To achieve a f
urther advance

to people's power, these must be our watchwords - plan, organise, attack
!

Weaken the Enemy

In this context, our operational aim must remain that of weakening the e
nemy all-round
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tion on

and strengthening our forces in struggle. At all times we must focus our a

ttention on

the decisive question of further altering the balance of strength in our favo
ur - to

weaken the apartheid regime through struggle and to strengthen our force
s in struggle.

As part of that process, we must ensure that we attack the enemy in all a

reas so that

we disperse its forces, so that it is unable to concentrate these in a few a

reas at a time,

to its advantage. What, then, are some of the issues to which we must at

tend?

Our central task is to organise and mobilise our people in their millions to
deliver

mighty blows against our common enemy, the white minority regime, for t
he realisa-

tion of the objective of a united, democratic and non-racial South Africa.
This means

that we must continue to build the broadest possible united front against
apartheid

for a democratic South Africa. All organisations to which the people belo
ng, whether

cultural, sporting, professional, religious or of other types, should underst
and that they,

too, have an obligation to engage in struggle in pursuit of the common ca
use. Let the

fact of the united opposition of millions of our people to the apartheid sys
tem find

expression both in united action and action within a united front.

Build Unity

That unity must also characterise our concerted action to defeat the atta

ck on Cosatu,

the trade union movement in general and the workers as a whole represe
nted by the

amendment to the Labour Relations Act currently before the racist parliame
nt. All for-

mations of the democratic movement must join this fight as their own beca
use itis

indeed their own. We know that the enemy has identified as one of the pr
incipal tasks

of its campaign of repression to break the strike movement. Through unit
ed national

action let us stop the enemy in its tracks and, by our victory, further cons
olidate the

trade union movement and strengthen the bonds of common struggle amon
g all for-

mations that make up the democratic movement.

Strengthen the People's Organisations



Much work remains to be done to accomplish our tasks of organising the
unorganis-

ed and the unemployed workers both in the towns and countryside and t
0 engage

them in struggle. The fact that the apartheid regime and the employers t
ake advan-

tage of the unorganised and unemployed to recruit for the organs of state
repression,

to break our strikes and to guarantee themselves super-profits, emphasis
es the im-

portance and urgency of these tasks for the entire democratic movemen
t. The same

urgency to carry out further organisational work among the youth and stu
dents ob-

tains, despite the great strides that we have made in this regard. The w
omen's move-

ment has the potential, already proven in struggle, to become one of the
strongest

components of the mass political army of revolutionary change. For this to
be realis-

ed, the tasks we have set ourselves in the past to organise a broad wom
en's move-

ment have to be accomplished. Similarly, the religious community is of vit
al impor-

tance to the success of the common struggle to end racism and racial do
mination.

Further to enhance the contribution that this community is making, we mu
st adopt

new measures to ensure that it plays its role to the full. The decisions ori
ginally adopted

at the Conference of the World Council of Churches in Lusaka last year a
nd since

endorsed by the churches within our country, provide an important vanta
ge point from

which to engage the religious community in struggle at an even higher lev
el.

10



Cultural Workers

The workers in the field of culture have clearly recognised the vital impor
tance of

their own participation in the struggle. We have to work consistently in this
field to

ensure that these workers also see themselves as frontline fighters and
not merely

a reserve to be called upon by somebody else as need arises. This applie
s similarly

to the sportspeople, both amateur and professional, who should themselv
es, together

with the rest of the democratic movement, elaborate ways and means by
which to

harness the energies of all sports enthusiasts, players and spectators, to
help end the

apartheid system so that in a normal society we can all have normal sport
with all the

benefits that will accrue to the people and the sportspersons themselves
as a result

of this change.

Education

The area of education remains one of our crucial fronts of struggle. The vi
ctory of the

demaocratic and non-racial perspective in this theatre of action requires,
among other

things, that the educators themselves, the teachers at schools, universiti
es and other

institutions of higher learning, should be organised into democratic format
ions that

consciously and systematically pursue the objective of a people's educati
on in the

full meaning of those words.

Transform the Bantustans

The masses of our people within the bantustans must be activised to tra
nsform these

into strong and reliable mass bases of the revolution. New possibilities exi
st for the

people to act decisively to tum these enemy-created institutions against th
eir creator,

the Pretoria regime.

The accomplishment of this task requires that the fighting masses of our
people

should join hands with those elements within the bantustan administrativ
e systems that

are prepared to break with the apartheid regime and join the people in the
struggle

for a united, democratic and non-racial South Africa. Contrary to the wis
hes and designs



of the enemy, there are many of these - politicians, chiefs, soldiers, police
and civil

servants - who have no stake in the corrupt and venal system created by
Pretoria

to perpetuate its rule and who are willing to act in the national interest ag
ainst those

who employ them. Let us act together with these healthy forces to transf
orm what the

enemy conceived as its rear-base of counter-revolution into forward trench
es of mili-

tant struggle for the victory of the national democratic revolution. Of centr
al impor-

tance to the success of this process is the need to ensure that the masse
s of the people

are organised into their own mass formations as well as into underground
units of our

movement.

Conflict Serves Apartheid

The carnage in Pietermaritzburg must stop. We fully support the honest ef
forts that

many people have made and are making to end this disastrous fratricidal
strife. These

must continue with a new urgency so that the conflict should end immedia
tely. The

apartheid regime has no wish that we should achieve this result. In this i

t has been

joined by Gatsha Buthelezi who does everything in his power to fan and
promote this

conflict which diverts many oppressed people away from the task of confr
onting the
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he apart-

racist regime and directs world attention away from the heinous crimes th
at the apart-

heid regime is carrying out throughout Southern Africa. All of us have a re
sponsibility

to defeat elements such as these by ending the fighting and uniting our f
orces against

the oppressors. We must achieve this as a matter of urgency and in the in
terests of

all our people.

Farmworkers: Spread the Spirit of Rebellion

the workers on the farms have begun to stir. These black South Africans

, among the

most exploited, degraded and despised in our country, must also be mobil
ised into

struggle. The entire democratic movement has a responsibility to extend
all necessary

assistance to the trade union movement to accomplish its task of organis
ing these

workers. We have to spread the spirit of rebellion among these workers in
struggle

and, in action, show them that they too are entitled to a living wage and t
hat they too

have a right to be treated as human beings, it is when we win victories o
n those

demands that it will be possible to advance further to engage these wor
kers whose

labours feed the nation, in the struggle for the transfer of the land to thos
e who work it.

The Apartheid System - A Crime Against Humanity

As you know, this year the oppressor regime and its supporters will be o
bserving a

number of anniversaries. In their celebrations, the racists will seek once
more to assert

the permanence and legitimacy of white minority domination, further prop
agate the

apartheid notions of group rights, work to unite the whites around their a
nti-democratic

programme and sharpen their counter-offensive against the forces and t
he perspec-

tive of the democratic transformation of our country.

Against all this we must project our own implacable opposition to the colon
ial, racist

and fascist legacy which all these anniversaries represent. From all of th
em there is

only one lesson to be drawn. It is that our country and people have lived
too long

under the iron heel of white supremacy. That system has brought untold s
uffering to



the millions of our people, transformed itself into a crime against humani
ty and must
be destroyed totally and without delay.

The Responsibility of White South Africans

As our struggle intensifies and the crisis of the apartheid system deepen
s, so does

the responsibility on our white compatriots increase, to act together with
the majority

of the people of our country to end the apartheid system. To our white co
mpatriots

we say, as the Botha regime prepares to celebrate, in your name, the ign
oble history

of a system that has been categorised as a crime against humanity, what
are you going

to do?

You have the possibility to contribute decisively to redress an historical in
justice

which has persisted over three centuries. The decision is yours to make
and you need

to make it now. The hour of the day demands of you that you break with
racism and

apartheid unreservedly and recognise the fact that the apartheid regime i
s an

illegitimate creature of an immoral and criminal system which no decent
human being

can support or tolerate. Your children are being used to kill for this regim
e. Your

intellects are used to create options for the survival of the same regime.
The wealth
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you

we both create is expropriated by this regime to keep itself in power. Wh
y do you

allow all these indecencies to occur and continue? The time for you to ac
t against

the apartheid system is now.

Escalate the Offensive for the Victory of the Democratic Cause

In the world today all people of reason and conscience are seeking politic
al solutions

to all the problems that confront humanity, however intractable they mig
ht seem. Your

movement, the African National Congress, supports and upholds this per
spective.

Given the will, a political settlement of the South African question that wo
uld be in

keeping with the aspirations of the people, can be found. The only obstacl
e to that

outcome is the Botha regime which has every intention to perpetuate its il
legitimate

rule by brute force.

To the most elementary and widely-accepted demands that would create
a climate

conducive to negotiations, it responds with disdain and contempt. Thes

e demands

include the release of Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Raymond Mhlaba,
Elias

Motsoaledi, Andrew Mlangeni and all other political prisoners, the lifting o
f the ban

on the ANC and other organisations, the lifting of the state of emergency,
the repeal

of all repressive legislation, the withdrawal of all troops from the townshi
ps and so

on. To all that the Botha regime says no. Its response is to confront our
people and

the rest of the international community with guns and the mailed fist of un
bridled

repression and open terror. It pretends to speak of peace when it actuall
y prosecutes

war and prepares for more bitter conflict. In addition it offers as a bogus
negotiating

mechanism an insulting National Council. It is our common responsibility
to see to

it that this Council never sees the light of day by campaigning to ensure
that nobody

serves on it. This is one of the major challenges we face this year. We m
ust respond

to it with the same vigour with which we rejected the illegitimate 1983 con
stitution

which established the apartheid tri-cameral parliament.

Transform Armed Actions into People's War



The reasons which compelled us to take up arms have not changed. Rathe
r, by its

actions, the Pretoria regime leaves us no choice but further to escalate ou
r military

offensive for the victory of the democratic cause. The armed struggle cons
titutes the

spearhead of our general offensive, a crucial element in our response to
the violence

of the racist regime. We must raise the level of this struggle in a decisiv

€ manner,

draw the masses of our people into actual combat and realise our objectiv
e of trans-

forming our armed actions into a people's war. The call we made in the pa
st - every

patriot a combatant, every combatant a patriot - continues to be of centra
| relevance

in all our work. The suffering of the people and their organisations under
the system

of martial law implemented through the so-called Joint Management Cent
res requires

that our armed offensive should in fact assume a level of intensity that i

s consonant

with the general task of advancing towards people's power in a decisive
manner.

Accordingly, we charge the heroic people's army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, wi
th the

responsibility of ensuring that we realise this perspective. From all our
commanders

and combatants and from the people themselves, acting as the mass co
mbat army of
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ess in

the revolution, we expect a level of boldness, daring, courage and effecti
veness in

our actions against the enemy that will create a qualitatively new stage in
our struggle.

The People Must Defend Themselves

To advance further also requires that we confront the problems posed by
the opera-

tions of the Joint Managemet Centres seriously and consistently. These r
epresent the

spearhead of the enemy's counter-offensive and have to be defeated as
a necessary

condition for our movement forward. We have to study and monitor their ac
tivities

closely, ensure that the masses of the people are informed of these so th
at they can

conduct a sustained struggle against all elements of the programmes of t
he JMCs, in-

cluding their attempts to re-establish the black puppet local authorities, ¢
reate

murderous vigilante groups, re-introduce a comprehensive network of in
formers and

so on. We also call on the business community to stop co-operating with
the regime's

repressive machinery or face the consequences of intentionally participati
ng in the

vicious campaign of apartheid state terrorism.

Our common resolve to establish self-defence units has proved its corre
ctness and

timeliness during the past year. In the face of Pretoria's campaign of terr
or, the need

for the people to defend themselves has become all too obvious. Both t
he underground

units of the ANC and those of Umkhonto we Sizwe have a responsibility t
0 ensure that

all our communities create these units as disciplined formations that will
act against

the apartheid enemy and its agents.

We must further step up our work to ensure that the youth of our country,
both black

and white, refuses to serve in the enemy's death forces. The SADF, the
SAP and the

other armed elements of the Pretoria regime have one task only, and that
is to defend

a system which is a crime against humanity. Those who serve on the ene
my's side

know that they are serving a lost cause. They will not only die in vain, but
will also

carry with them to their graves the mark of infamy which belongs to the a
partheid



crime against humanity.

We reiterate our call to those black people who find themselves in the ran
ks of the

enemy's forces of repression, including those in the bantustans, to join th
e struggle

against the oppressors of our people, of their own mothers and fathers, b
rothers and

sisters. You must turn your guns against the common enemy. It is the task
of all the

demaocratic forces of our country to take this message into the ranks of t
hese forces

and to inspire our own brothers who bear arms in defence of the enemy’s
cause to

regain their honour by using their knowledge and skills for the emancipati
on of our

country and people from the yoke of racist tyranny.

Unlock Apartheid's Jails - Stop the Executions!

Many of our leaders remain prisoners of the Pretoria regime. Others are h
eld in cap-

tivity as detainees. Yet others, activists of the mass movement, are in c
ondemned cells

awaiting execution. Among these are Theresa Ramashamola, Robert McB
ride,

Desmond Majola, Daniel Maleke, Lennox Wonci, Solomon Nogwati, Mzw
andile Ggeba,

Philip Ngidi, Vuyisile Goni, Daisy Modise, Mxolisi Malgas, Thembisile Be
neti and many

others. A heavy responsibility rests on all of us to act in defence of all the
se patriots
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their

and leaders, to secure their immediate and unconditional release and to s
ave their

lives from the bloody hand of the apartheid hangman. This task must, at al
| times, re-

main among our topmost priorities. This year our beloved leader, Comra
de Nelson

Mandela, will be 70 years old. Let us observe his birthday by further inten
sifying the

campaign for the release of this outstanding son of our people and all oth
er leaders

and activists imprisoned by the Botha regime.

Rebuild and Expand our Organisational' Strength

It is clear that in the coming period many tasks of decisive importance will
fall on the

shoulders of the mass democratic movement. This necessitates that thi

S movement

should itself be strong, well organised and clear about its tasks. Serious
efforts have

therefore to be made to ensure that we recover from the reverses that we
have suf-

fered as a result of extreme repression. We have to rebuild all affected s
tructures from

the local up to the national level and further expand our entire organisatio
nal strength.

The situation of extreme repression requires that we strive even harder t
0 ensure

the democratic participation of the people in our decision-making proces
ses. Our

leadership collectives should remain close to the people and be accounta
ble to them.

At the same time, we have to fight against all factionalism, against all ten
dencies to

develop contempt for the masses of the people and therefore to think that
decisions

must be taken on their behalf. We must build up unity within our own org
anisations

on the basis of a common commitment to an agreed programme of action
, democratic

participation and the accountability of the leadership.

If we attend to these issues, as we should, as well as others that we ha
ve mentioned

already, then it will be possible for us to score new successes in the ca
mpaigns we

have to continue to conduct, including those for a living wage and nationa
| united

action. As we know, there are other issues that we have to take up in addi
tion to those

we have already dealt with. These include the rent boycott, the observan
ce of May



Day on a day we ourselves decide, the education campaign, and the obs
ervance of

March 21, June 16, June 26, August 9 and December 16. We also have t
0 increase our

solidarity with the peoples of Namibia and the Frontline States. We have a
duty in ac-

tion to demand the independence of Namibia, that Pretoria withdraws its
troops from

Angola and ends its aggression against independent Africa. Furthermore,
this year

the OAU will be marking its 25th anniversary on May 25. We, too, must o
bserve this

anniversary and in future join the rest of our continent in observing May 2
5 as Africa

Day.

The situation of extreme repression has once more brought to the fore th
e impor-

tance of the underground structures of our vanguard movement, the Afric
an National

Congress, as a central component of our struggle.

We have to redouble our efforts further to expand these structures to ens
ure that

they are in contact with the people everywhere and at all times. Indeed as
we all realise

the fact that no revolution is possible without a revolutionary vanguard, w
e all have

a task to build this vanguard, the ANC, in the interests of our revolution.
The progress

we have achieved in this regard has given us the basis to proceed even fa
ster in pur-

suit of this goal.
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World Peace and Human Progress

Our struggle takes place in an international context characterised by major
efforts to

solve some of the outstanding issues of world concern. These include the
decisive

guestion of world peace during our nuclear age, the resolution of regional
conflicts

and the restructuring of the world economy so that the material and spirit
ual needs

of millions upon millions of people who still go hungry can be attended to

. We sup-

port all these initiatives and take this opportunity to reiterate our welcome
for the recent

agreement between the Soviet Union and the United States to abolish and
destroy cer-

tain classes of nuclear weapons. We look forward to further progress in th
is area until

all nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction are destroyed.

On the other hand, and by its very nature, the apartheid regime is oppos
ed to peace,

to the independence of peoples and to their development. Truly a paria

h among

nations of the world, apartheid South Africa constitutes a permanent obst
acle to pro-

gress throughout the region of Southern Africa. This situation calls for ¢
oncerted and

unrelenting action by all the world progressive and democratic forces to
help us end

the crime of apartheid now and thus increase the possibilities for the reduc
tion of in-

ternational tension in general and enhance the world process for peace
and human

progress.

Impose Mandatory, Comprehensive and People's Sanctions

The international community is still faced with the urgent task to impose
comprehen-

sive and mandatory sanctions against apartheid South Africa. We call on
the peoples

of the major Western countries themselves to take action to impose peopl
e's sanc-

tions. It is also of vital importance that the international struggle for the
independence

of Namibia is stepped up radically. Both we of the ANC and our comrade
s-in-arms

of SWAPO require the all-round assistance of all those who are opposed
to apartheid

to assist us to carry out our historic missions of leading our respective pe
oples to

liberation.



Similarly, the Frontline States require maximum economic and military su
pport to

strengthen and defend themselves so that they too can meet their responsi
bilities both

to their peoples and to the world community which has striven for so man
y years to

end the apartheid system.

The possibility of concerted international action on these issues was amp

demonstrated at the historic Arusha Conference held at the end of our Y
ear of Advance

to People's Power. We must use the advances recorded in Arusha to bui
Id up an even

mightier and more active international united front against apartheid for

a democratic

South Africa so that the racists are indeed denied all international interco
urse

everywhere. We also believe that the United Nations Security Council has
special

responsibilities with regard to the situation in our region. We are convinced
that it

should therefore convene a special session, preferably in our region, to d
iscuss the

grave situation that our people face and arrive at decisions that reflect tha
t gravity.

Compatriots,

Once more, and in your name, we take this opportunity to extend our gree
tings to

all our friends, allies and fellow combatants for liberation in other parts of
the world.
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solidarity

This past year has seen a further strengthening of the bonds of friendship
and solidarity

among us as we all have striven to create a just and peaceful world. In t
he coming

period those ties will assume an even greater importance as we intensify
our com-

mon offensive against the apartheid crime against humanity. To you we ¢
ive the

assurance that your noble efforts have not been in vain. The sanctions y
ou have

imposed are hurting the apartheid system. The assistance you have given
to our

struggling people has served to increase our striking power. Victory is in
deed ap-

proaching, whatever the obstacles the doomed apartheid regime may try t
o place in

our path.

We would also like to take this opportunity to salute all who joined us to
observe

the historic 75th Anniversary of our movement. This became an occasion f
or millions

of our people on all continents, including governments and popular organi
sations,

to reaffirm their solidarity with our struggling people, strengthen their link
s with our

movement and affirm the illegitimacy of the apartheid regime. That inter
national mass

coalition for a united, democratic and non-racial South Africa which came
together

to mark our Jubilee Year as theirs is the rear base on which we shall de
pend as we

make further advances in the new year in the interests of all humanity.

Year of United Action for People's Power

The rapidity with which we advance towards people's power depends on
what we

do. Despite its apparent reactionary strength, the enemy cannot stop us i
f we act

decisively in all areas of struggle, including organisational, political, mili
tary, economic

and propaganda. With every blow we deliver, we must expect that the en
emy will

strike back. But every blow we deliver must in fact weaken the regime of
terror and

every strike it makes against us must strengthen our resolve to end the
tyranny sooner

rather than later. To meet the historic challenges ahead of us, on behalf o
f the Na-

tional Executive Committee of your movement, the African National Congr
ess, |

declare this the Year of United Action for People's Power.



Together let us carry out all the tasks ahead of us with vigour, determinat
ion and

courage.

Our common victory is certain.

FORWARD TO UNITED ACTION FOR PEOPLE'S POWER!
AMANDLA NGAWETHU! MATLA KE A RONA!

ISSUED BY ANC, PO BOX 31791, LUSAKA, ZAMBIA
OR PO BOX 38, 28 PENTON STREET, LONDON N1 9PR
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THE FREEDOM CHARTER

We, the People of South Africa, declare for all our country and the world
to know:

that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white, and that n
0 government can justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of al
| the people;

that our people have been robbed of their birthright to land, liberty and
peace by a form of government founded on injustice and inequality;

that our country will never be prosperous or free until all our people live
in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and opportunities;

that only a democratic state, based on the will of all the people, can secure
to all their birthright without distinction of colour, race, sex or belief;

And therefore, we, the people of South Africa, black and white together

- equals, countrymen and brothers - adopt this Freedom Charter. And we
pledge

ourselves to strive together, sparing neither strength nor courage, unti

| the democratic changes here set out have been won.

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN!

Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and to stand
as a candidate for all bodies which make laws;

All people shall be entitled to take part in the administration of the
country; &€¢

The rights of the people shall be the same, regardless of race, colour
or sex;

All bodies of minority rule, advisory boards, councils and authorities
shall be replaced by democratic organs of self-government.

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS!

There shall be equal status in the bodies of state, in the courts and
in the schools for all national groups and races;

All people shall have equal right to use their own languages, and to
develop their own folk culture and customs;

All national groups shall be protected by law against insults to their
race and national pride;

The preaching and practice of national, race or colour discrimination
and contempt shall be a punishable crime;

All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside.



THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE
IN THE COUNTRY'S WEALTH!

The national wealth of our country, the heritage of South Africans,
shall be restored to the people:

The mineral wealth beneath the soil, the banks and monopoly
industry shall be transferred to the ownership of the people as a
whole; All other industry and trade shall be controlled to assist the
well-being of the people;

All people shall have equal rights to trade where they choose, to
manufacture and to enter all trades, crafts and professions.

THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED
AMONG THOSE WHO WORK IT!

Restrictions of land ownership on a racial basis shall be ended, and
all the land re-divided amongst those who work it to banish famine
and land hunger;

The state shall help the peasants with implements, seed, tractors and
dams to save the soil and assist the tillers;

Freedom of movement shall be guaranteed to all who work on the
land; All shall have the right to occupy land wherever they choose;
People shall not be robbed of their cattle, and forced labour and
farm prisons shall be abolished.

ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW!

No-one shall be imprisoned, deported or restricted without a fair
trial; No-one shall be condemned by the order of any Government
official; The courts shall be representative of all the people;
Imprisonment shall be only for serious crimes against the people,
and shall aim at re-education, not vengeance;

The police force and army shall be open to all on an equal basis and
shall be the helpers and protectors of the people:

All laws which discriminate on grounds of race, colour or belief
shall be repealed.

ALL SHALL ENJOY EQUAL HUMAN RIGHTS!

The law shall guarantee to all their right to speak, to organise, to
meet together, to publish, to preach, to worship and to educate their
children; The privacy of the house from police raids shall be
protected by law;

All shall be free to travel without restriction from countryside to
town,from province to province, and from South Africa abroad;

Pass Laws, permits and all other laws restricting these freedoms
shall be abolished.



THERE SHALL BE WORK AND SECURITY!

All who work shall be free to form trade unions, to elect their
officers and to make wage agreements with their employers;

The state shall recognise the right and duty of all to work, and to
draw full unemployment benefits;

Men and women of all races shall receive equal pay for equal work:
There shall be a forty-hour working week, a national minimum
wage, paid annual leave, and sick leave for all workers, and
maternity leave on full pay for all working mothers;

Miners, domestic workers, farm workers and civil servants shall
have the same rights as all others who work:

Child labour, compound labour, the tot system and contract labour
shall be abolished.

THE DOORS OF LEARNING
AND OF CULTURE SHALL BE OPENED!

The government shall discover, develop and encourage national
talent for the enhancement of our cultural life;

All the cultural treasures of mankind shall be open to all, by free
exchange of books, ideas and contact with other lands;

The aim of education shall be to teach the youth to love their people
and their culture, to honour human brotherhood, liberty and peace;
Education shall be free, compulsory, universal and equal for all
children;

Higher education and technical training shall be opened to all by
means of state allowances and scholarships awarded on the basis of
merit;

Adult illiteracy shall be ended by a mass state education plan;
Teachers shall have all the rights of other citizens;

The colour bar in cultural life, in sport and in education shall be
abolished.

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURITY AND COMFORT!
All people shall have the right to live where they choose, be
decently housed, and to bring up their families in comfort and
security;

Unused housing space to be made available to the people;

Rent and prices shall be lowered, food plentiful and no-one shall go
hungry;



A preventive health scheme shall be run by the state;

Free medical care and hospitalisation shall be provided for all, with
special care for mothers and young children;

Slums shall be demolished, and new suburbs built where all have
transport, roads, lighting, playing fields, creches and social centres;
The aged, the orphans, the disabled and the sick shall be cared for
by the state;

Rest, leisure and recreation shall be the right of all;

Fenced locations and ghettoes shall be abolished, and laws which
break up families shall be repealed.

THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP!

South Africa shall be a fully independent state, which respects the
rights and sovereignty of all nations;

South Africa shall strive to maintain world peace and the settlement
of all international disputes by negotiation - not war;

Peace and friendship amongst all our people shall be secured by
upholding the equal rights, opportunities and status of all:

The people of the protectorates - Basutoland, Bechuanaland and
Swaziland - shall be free to decide for themselves their own future;
The right of all the peoples of Africa to independence and self-
government shall be recognised, and shall be the basis of close
co-operation.

Let all who love their people and their country now say, as we say here:

'"THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGH
OUT OUR LIVES, UNTIL WE HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY"

Adopted at the Congress of the People, Kliptown, South Africa, on 26th
June, 1955



