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STATEMENT OB THE PRESIDENT OF THE ANC AT THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF
OAU SUMMIT MEETING OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT: ADDIS ABARA
ETHIOPIA — MAY 25, 1988

Mr Chairman,
Distinguished African Heads of State and Govermment,
Your Excellencies Ministers, Ambassadors and High Commissioners,

Comrades, ladies and Gentlemen;

the national liberation movement—to

- greeting —to—eall-the distinguished
pap$&e&panis_;n_ih1§__;hmmLﬁmei%ngv On- this occasion we should also like to place

on record our deep-felt gratitude to the party, government and people of Ethiopia

convey, on this historie occass;pn our

for enabling us to come to this ancient capital in order to mark an important land-

mark in the life of our continental organisation, the OAU.

Indeed the almost legendary hospitality of the Ethiopoah people can truly be testified
to by all of Africa's sons and damghters who over the years have had to come to the
birthplace of the O0AU,
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Allew~me Yo pay special tribube Lo the great son of Africa under whose wise guidance
and leadership Ethiopia and Africa have been and continue to be indebted beneficiaries
-~ Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, General Secretary of the Genlral Commitbes—oithe
Workers Party of Ethiopia, President of Uye People's Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

and Commander-In-~Chief of the Revolutiobary Armed Forcese

Th foeli 2 - oL = ienal
llbeaf-m-mmggmt, we stand up t; address this august and historic Silver Jubilee
Ot § o alicy

pf our prgamisetiony the Oabe Ae~we~s¢and_heze_ioda91 we can sense the presence amongg

us of many outstanding sons and daughters of our continent who were, some in person
amd others in spirit, with us 25 years ago in this historic citye.
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peoples gt its foundatien, We speak of both the femous and the unacclaimed vhog L,
thronzis theirsasrifices, enabled us to look at the destiny of our continent and our

own respective countries with confidence, hope, and the certainty of a bright and

glorious future,

Iy is beyond our power to make up Africa's roll~call of the heroes and heroines who
were the architects of our victofies, wh laid the foundations for other successes

s historic day on the African calender, we

that we have yet to achieves

do recall with pride and pasgion an pay our humble tribute to the great gal of
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leaders of the African Revolution in which are to be found swek—bibans—sKrame Nikhrunah
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Nkrumah, Abdel Gamal Nasser, Jome Kenyatta, Modibo Keita, Sekou Tuore, Almicar
Cabral, MNurtala Mohammed,/égﬂé%?:%9/ﬂﬁto, Edvardo Mondlane, Houri Bommediene,
Sanora lMoises Maqhel, Serétse Khdma, King Sobhuza, Leabua Jonathan, Chief Albert
Luthuli, Herbedt Chiteﬁo and many others,

To them all, we owe and undying debt which we can only discharge by persisting in
the struggle for the realisation of the vision they shared ~ the vision of a united,
free, prosperous, progressive and peaceful Africas In a sense, we have ar right to
stand here and address this Silver Jubilee only to the extent that by our deeds we

defend, uphold and propmoie that visions

The goal of a wnited Africa is one that has been handed to us by all the African
patriots who have gone beforey, It is the good fortune of the peoples of our contineht
thet it has been pursued with determination and examplary vigour by many with whom
we have the honour to share this hall today.
R O 'L)MM
This singular dedication and mmswerving commitment to Africals cause sme embodied
in WG 6 er than the current vhairmen of our orgenisation, His Excellency Comrade
Kenneth Kaunda, President of the Republic of Zambia and Chairman of the Frontline
Statese
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iBHt—Exeeléency;‘ﬁvmrade_xhunda, for us in the liberation struggle, it is Lighly
Aeatl . . e G Bn KK
sigeifieant that when the OAU was formed, before the independence of Zambia, yau
Lot . :
were the President of PAFNECSA, a unigque politieal organisation in which independent
African states shared =z common and egqual membership with non-independent territaries
represented by their respective liberation movements, Today, as current chairmen of
the OAU, yeu_éie presiding over the celebrations marking its 25th anniversarye This
speaks eloquently of zpeur tremendous steying power as a leader of the African peoples
Your Excellencies, t0 us who are Oppressed—Jy one of the world's most brutal regimes,

the decisive issue of the unity of our continent assumes a =mpecial meaning and sense

of urgencys

yopnsbal,
Mo otidowuent, SBE-
d, censider the gentiment that

no African couniry can be free until all Afréca is free;anot only ee eminently

profound,‘but:also &8 a vital guide to action which has made victory over the forges
of colonialism possibles In our region of Southern Africa, daily events emphaﬂise
the point that to gunarantee the freedom of the member states of this Organisation,
the people of Sputh Africe and those of Namibia must be free »

We are therefore convinced that as we mark the 25%h Anniversary of the OAU, Africa
will renew its commitment to unite in action for the total liberation of our
continent and adopt as well as ensure implementation of tire necessary decisions for
the realisation of this noble objective which we set ourselves collectively and i

individually a guarter of a centyry agoe
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£« Your Excesllencies, twenty five years ago, the Pretoria regime felt confident that it

would remain in power for all time. It was steadily building the apartheid structures,
certain that it would produce a social system that would guerantee the permanent

subjugation of the black majority and the perpetual domination of the Namibian people

A,b" $hrotigh the system of violent repressions *
{
fg THus if the struggle against the apartheid regime 25 years ago was a formidable one,

it has become an increasingly enormous one today. In perusance of its sinister
J objective, the spartheid regime has over the years built up 2 collosal military m.olCae
might, perfected its repressive machinery in both Namibia and South Africa and has

as a matter of state policy, continued to wrec}r havoc in the neighbouring tossdseries

with contemptuous disregard fo¥ lifs and prODerty.

It would, however, be incorrect to view the events of our region purely through the

prism of therapartheid regime's mounting repression. Indecd the foreces of liberation

/
N in our region”have not only grown in strength but have also registered important
?‘ victories
S
5
N j Today, the apartheid re ime is steeped in a general permanent crisis from which it
3 cannot extricate itselfs It arrogant confidence is a thing of the past. The white
9
N population which the racist regime had hoped to keep united behind the ruling
\ fascist party is a diminishing minority and is divided ashever before. The belt of
Y iy‘ colonised territories that it had hoped would ring its borders as a protective
{‘”9 perimeter securing apartheid South Africa from the impact of the African revolution
‘r," hag venished for ever, Re®, ald=tts—smeb-—rounied ccememie cimenclih,
4
rj As the struggleg in both Namibia and South A rica contwjpues to rage with increasing
“'"‘“’l“: W[ Y asad
t s the apartheid regime L by the existence of that unique
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political grouping the Frontline S tes which 1s f a product
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%  These paswdtc are some of the mést important achievemenis_of the persistent
Aorssdrrn @ud
struggle of the peoples of our continent to destroy tke apartheid systems Their
true import lies in the challenge they pose to use For they point to the task we
face oollcctlvely as we celebrate this Silver Jubilee of the CAUS Net—eniy—ce-they
indseatethe poasihilities to advance, bul even moprgy They emphasise the necessity

for us to act deeisively and consistently in pursuit of victory.
ot o G
3 { Your Excellencies, our commemoration is taking place when Africa and our region are
&’) waging an all=out offensive to rid our continent of the last bastion of colonialism,
' l The Pretorie regime, in an effort to make the last-ditch stend has itself embarked
upon a massive counter=offensive characterised by a new wave of terror unleashed

against its opponents in Namibia and South Africas
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iHaving failed to quell the popular political upsurge in South Africa through the
- zealous application of e State of Emergency, the regime has now clamped=down on
18 non=violent democratic orgenisations, imposed severe restrictions on the media

Budec .- - -
end threatened to take serious action against even religious leaderss

Haunted by the specire of the ANC, the apartheid regime has now set up in Afrieca,
Europe and North Ameriea; assassination units, the so-called Zesquads to physieally
eliminate ANC leading officialse The recent cold-blooded murder imi Peris of Camrade
Duioie'Séptember, ANC Chief Reprecsentative, is evidence of Pretoria's sinister

designse

The Pretoria regime has transplanted all the evils of its apartheid policy with.

et
157 e i

2ll its viciousness on to lamibiay which it illegally occupies in

defiance of international lawe In the brutal war that this regime is waging against
the Namibia people iy has now entered a new phase; wherein it is reportedly murdering
systematically, new born male childreng This comes at a time when Adrica and the QAU

are deep concerned and premoccupied with the survival of childrens
-~ p -

This new wave of terror is not in the least fortuitouse It is the unfolding of a
declared programme whose basic tenets were announced by P.We Botha himself who
recently made clear that the regime was determined to eliminate the ANC and all
extra~parliementery opposition in order to pave the way fo%?ﬁggg;g%e blacks to

participate in his bogus reform schemes,

At the regional level the regime has been pursuing the same twin-track policy * ..
et G
viz, the zmnasifzg;:éf its hegemony through the intensification of its destabili-

=

sation of the neighbouring states as in the case of Angola and Mozambique whilst

', simultaneously seeking to project itself as % being in searchk of peace through

negotiationse.

i Por all those who are closely following the political events in Southern Africa it

is abundantly elear that contrary to all appearances the regime has entered into
negotiations with Angola from a2 position of weakness rather then strengthe 4 major
contributing factor that has pushed Pretoria to the negotiating table is undoubtedly,

the humilliating defeat it suffered at the hands of Angolan forces in the great

. battle of Cuito-Cuanavalles At Cuitoeluanavalle, the Popular Armed Forces of Angola
| (FAPLA) suoeessfully defended not only the territory of Angola against a mersuding

" inveder but have also defended the dignity and honour of Africas

* Thus whilst Angola has entered the talks from a position of hilitary strength she

85111 need all the support thet we can muster. There can therefore be no better

&platform thatn the 25th Anniversary commemoration for Africa to commit itself to
\$he defence of Amgola and all the other Frontline States which are carrying the

brunt of the strugzle in South Afrieca and Namibiae
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This 25%h Ann#versary commemoration also serves as an appropriate platform for the (]
national liberation movements of Southern Africa %o pay tribute to Africa and to V{'
people of consecience world-wide, who have exerted their energies towards the total
isolation of the epartheid regime and who have actively participated in the campaign

for the imposition of comprehensive mandatory sanctions against this regime,

i

Their commitment to this noble cause is vindicated by their conviction that apartheidd
is not only the rootmcause of conflict in our region but that it is also a crime

against the entire humanity and a grave threat to world peace and securitys

We in Southern Africa are therefore greatly inspired by and indebted to the
world=wide anti-apartheid movement particularly in those countries whose governments,
such as those of the United States, United Kingdom and tie Federatal Republic of
Germany which collaborate with the racist regime, From this rostrum we urge them %o
intensify their noble eftorése It is whrough what efiort that the debate on sanctions
has now been transformed from "whether to apply sanctions against Pretoria" to

"what type of sanctions to apply'.

/I% is for this reason thet in the coming month our attention and the attention of
Africa will be directed towards the US Congress in Washington where the Sanction
Bill is being debatede We call upon the OAU to urge the US Law-makers to take a
positive position on this bill, that must surely lesad to the end of the conflict

in our regione.

In the same veiny Africa must call upon the US Presidntial candidates, to commit
thenselves in favour of comprehensive mandatory sanctions against zpartheid regime;
economic gssistanee for the member states of the SADCC; the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the USA and the People's Repub: ic of Angolaj the cessation of U3

aid to UNITAe. The. candida&eﬁ‘ahaudl also be urged to grov1d° material assistance to .
the frontline states to enhance their defence capabilities against South Africa's

state terrorismy if elected.

The valuable support of the international community, combined with the determined
ie&olve of tﬁgﬁpeoples of Southern Africa, guamrantee our victory against ¥me—white
minority ruie.ix Regardless of the resistence that this common enemy may offer,

theé v1ctorlous outcome of our.sitruggle can neither be stopped nor denieds The march
of history eannot be reversed., The historic destinies of the peoples ecannot be
negateds The oppressed people will attain their emaneipation, however strong the

oppressors might appear to hes
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Your Exeellencies, on this occassion of the Silver Jubilee of the OAU .we make bold
to say that the Organisation of African Unity has established itself as a mighty
force in world politicse Its voice carries such weight as none of our peoples can
attain individuallye. Our struggling people expect that on this historic occasion
21l who are gathered here will renew the timeless vows ¥b which this orgenisation

is bound, to liberate the oppressed, fead the hungry, essert the dignity of those
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who are despised, and position our mother continent in its rightful place among
the community of nations.

Above all, we have to repeat that Africa must be freeo Africa must be prosperous,
Africa must be at peace with itself and thrive in a universe that is free of

nuclear weapons, mk and governed by civilised norms of friendship and cooperation
anong the peoples,
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Addiis Ababa = May 25, 1988,



