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Buthelezi’s challenge to giant

rival applauded by 60,000

Anti-sanction
black union
launched in
South Africa

From Pairick Laurence
in Durban

In 2 huge display of support
for the black leader. Chief
Gatsha Buthelezi, 60,000 black
people packed into a rugby
stadium here vesterday to ap-
piaud his decision 10 launch a
new trade union. the United
Workers Union of South
Africa.

Thousands of blacks of all”

ages,
shirts

many wearing rted T-
emblazoned with the
message “Jobs — not hun-
ger . roared their epproval for
1S campalgn against sanctions
and disinvestment and his be-
lief that they damage the econ-
omy without toppling the
government.

The acronym for the new
trade -union. Uwusa, echoed
around the stadium as it was
formally launched. largelv in
response to, and in competi-
tion with, the giant Congress
of South African Trade Unions
(Cosatu) founded last vear.
Unlike Uwusa, the congress,
which is closely aligned to the
militantly anti-apartheid
United Democratic Front oppo-
sition grouping, firmly favours
disinvestment.

One phalanx of stick-wield-
ing Zulus carried a black cof-
fin with the words * Cosatu is
dead ” on -it. Another exultant
group displayed a banner pro-
claiming their anger with the
Nobel peace prize winner,
Bishop Desmond Tutu. for ad-
vocating sanctions. “ Tutu de-
serves to be executed.” it said.

Less than three miles away,

:Up."

«about 5.000 Cosatu supporiers
heid a nval rallv at 2 smaller
stadium. one of scveral Max
Day rallies held throughout
the country.

The Cosatu general
secretary, Mr Jav Naidoo.
called the formation of Uwusa
“*tragic and reactionary® and
calculated 10 destrov the
*“worker unity we have built
It was, he claimed, an
exclusively Zulu union. in con-
trast to the multi-racial
congress.

Chief Buthelezi reiected
:charges that Uwusa was either
2 ol of his Inkatha move-
ment or .a “ capitahst™ union.
He strongly distanced himself
from the Socialist aims of
Cosatu and repeated his belief
that capitalism was better able
to create employment than any

other svstem  “devised by
man.”
Police and soldiers Lept a

close watch on both rallies, the
organisers of which had carlier
promised a Jlocal magistraie
that they would keep their
supporters in line.

In unrelated violence 1two
grenades were thrown ‘into the
bedroom of a Durban school
principal, seriously injuring
him and his wife. The mml
Mr Peter Klein, is said to be a
police reservist. |

In the neighbouring town of
Maritzburg, a 10-vear-old boy
was injured while playing with
a limpet detonator he found in
a field. Police later dlscmeredl
a cache of arms. = _ !
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. 'vestment or sanctions which | cosaty supporters
_fmlght affect black workers. . 0 z:,‘; {aader. . Siliering
.. He was speaking at the - from laryngitis and a faulty pub-
launch of a new black “f,“°“~ the Jic address svstem. made a long
United Workers Unions of = gpeech in which he asked for
“'South Africa (Uwusa), which is  and received a rejection of dis-
;:bacl_&qd by Inkatha, the Zulu jpvestment and sanctions as a
;_POllt!Cal and cultural . ‘way of achieving liberation.
¥ organisation. .
2~ A few miles away, the rival : .
‘ Congress of South African meeting Western Heads of
““Trade Unions (Cosatu), which State.
“’supports disinvestment and A mock coffin bearing the
“'sanctions, attracted 5,000 pame of the rival union was car-

_He said he would soon be !

; people to its May Day rally. - ried around the arena and cere- l
2 . monially smashed to pieces
‘ Zulu warriors - with spears and axes. —

G S TR R e s T ehausands. of Tokathe s The mood was militant. Thou-
porters arrived by bus and”tr’a?n—'.‘s’“ds—"f“e’“m‘ pthe-h?;l—;rccr '
Zat Durban’s ‘main rugby 'Sratel W N O SOl vions
-stadium, King's Park, for the : might clash in the streets, but

,_gms::ﬁ.}lol:g‘many clad in tra- both rallies broke up and dis-

..ditional skins and feathers, and Lpersed»peacefully.
_sporting spears, staves, knob-  Cosatu’s Durban rally was
kerries and hide shields, sang, only one of 20 organised by the
gchanted and; danced into the * ypion countrywide to demand
#stadium. .. ‘.. .. - 3 .the release of political prison-
» “Their message was plain. ers, an end to the ban on the
tPosters and banners they African National Congress, and
g’;:an;lied Wf'r‘f -op‘;:oseg tg blad;' an end to apartheid. |
%leaders like the Bishop of = In Johannesburg, many black
S £Jobannesburg, the Rt Rev' workers. who waﬁted tg work
Desmond Tutu, and the Rev: spent the night in the city's
Alan - Boesak, ‘who-advocate . parks ‘or stayed with white
wdisinvestment. -, "~ -. - friends and emplovers to avoid
§ . “Tutu deserves execution for possible intimidation in the dor-
% theeatening to destitute millions mitory black townships.
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BEOKUTA, Nigeria — The
United Nations faces a serious

crisis. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, the

secretary-general, seems unable to
gain control of the bureaucratic
monster. And he has been making it
apparent that he does not relish
another term in office. A

With an election for secretary-
general due at year's end, why not
look this time to Africa?

The name of Olusegun Obasanjo
of Nigeria has been discussed be-
hind the scenes. At a recent meeting
of the InterAction Council, a group
of 27 former heads of government,
Helmut Schmidt of West Germany
and James Callaghan of Britain
tried to persuade the Nigeran to
seek the office. .

In a recent interview in his home-
town of Abeokuta, Mr. Obasanjo
indicated that it_was too soon to
announce a candidacy. Besides, he
said, he is now a successful farmer.

But it seems clear that he could *

be persuaded. He bursts with sup-
pressed political energy. And he has
the atiributes that could make for a
great secretary-general.

Mr. Obasanjo was the military
president of Nigeria from 1976 to
1979. He engineered Nigeria's re-
turn to democracy and devised a
constitution designed to reduce

By Jonalhan Power

tribal friction. He restored press
freedom, fought corruption and en-
sured respect for human rights.
He was instrumental in ending
black Africa’s estrangement from
the United States. Working with
UN Ambassador Andrew Young,
he forged a close working relation-
ship with President Jimmy Carter,
and through this, gained greater Af-
rican support for the United States.
When Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher refused to move to restore
British authority in Rhodesia after
it was usurped by that nation’s
whites, he nationalized British Pe-
troleum’s interests in his country
and threatened to boycott British
exports. Mrs. Thatcher later
changed tack and began the process
that led to free elections and major-
ity rule in what is now Zimbabwe.
After leaving office, Mr. Oba-

" sanjo turned to farming. He wanted

to prove to his countrymen what he
had preached in office: that their
future was in the land, not in oil. He
now runs one of the largest, most
profitable farms in Africa.

He still keeps his hand in foreign

* affairs. Recently. he was in South

Africa as a member of a_high-level

b

An African as the UN’s N, et Leader?

o

Commonwealth team trying to
break—the country’s political im-
passe. According to a well-in-
formed source in London, in late
February he met alone with Nelson
Mandela, the imprisoned leader of
the outlawed African National
Congress. No other black political
leader is known to have been al-
lowed such a meeting. It is said that
Mr. Obasanjo is trusted by the
black side in South Afnca and re-
spected by the government.

He lists these as top priorities for
the United Nations: bringing de-
mocracy to all South Africans while
presenving a healthy economy; re-
straining Third World arms trade;
and finding a way for the United
Nations to play a more active role
in defusing world crises.

To a rare degree, Mr. Obasanjo
combines brain, brawn (he is of
massive build) and charm. His self-
assurance and determination com-
pel others to bend before his will.
His detractors would call him ruth-
less: He does not suffer fools, and -
many have withered before his un-
concealed scorn. Yet he is not a
seli-inflated man. With Mr. Oba-
sanjo, Africa could give the United
Nations the sort of leader it needs.

International Herzld Tribune
All r1ghy resemed
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NESS DAY, Friday, May 2 1986

UDDENLY the SA political
deck of cards has a new
ace. Out. go Dr.. Chester.
Crocker and:Chief Mango-'
sotho Buthelezi and in comes the’
.tough. General Olusegun. Ob
i | sanjo of Nigeria.. e
- - |4+ Nor foreign . visitor “of recen
ll by tm-— Koeberg # The US National Aeademy of .| tlmes has made such'a big im
antiznua .. lobby fo W Sciefices’has”estimated-that: the,r' _sion on:Cabinet members;as:O
South Africa’s only “sulphur dioxidé émitted by-a sin- imﬁ“ CAL the end of the recent visi

_ COMMENT LETTERS '

Dear Sll‘, g

FOR. MANY years now.the'
national. economy- has“beer® de-
pressed. - Unfortunately,: once: a
trend has manifested itself, snow-
; balling: evolves: and: matters 0
| from’ bad:to worse; hience the

b ver-reactlon

Ry HHY

er

by the>. Eminent:  Persons: Grou : o "of“emptoyrﬁent‘;b i 2
r power station in gle one-megawatt coal-fired " | A4 : S _ ; ‘
he Soviet disaster is - power: station: (that is, half the ’gégf"’a)‘ ?;’:gsag{‘s’ciggl&hn Hemt = e e e R Ll ot Otsvi-:é?m;tﬁonmnothow toavoid ' 1 ;g
able and irrational. -~ size: of’ Koeberg) results in ap- | gevera}  intriguing’ constitutiona i Eae. . A B e z || thestatusquo, buthowtogetoutof = -
b poae proximately 25 deaths, 60 000 pos51b|11t1es were raised... s« i | s - e ‘@™, /[ | it! The answer is straightforward: 1o
e because the or- cases of respiratory disease and “This week, Pik Botha was-quite:+ - austerity and free enterprise, both 2
s-totally opposed to  R24m..in: property damage a. exphctt in’ his preference for this | addressed directly at government. = ' I
pration. of electricity - year. i - who knows the “realities of * Although - austerity has  been . - g

tive precautionsand I oo s - s = to the “do-gooders” of |
safety: record of the: . (¢ Agamst that, there has not “America’ and Europe:” = 8% ki foa
er industry — Cher- " beena single’ authenticated reac- |7 Sources close'to the Cabinet and':
ree Mile Island not- i tor:related death inthe history of ** | the EPG say that Obasanjo, with-
i Sk g +. nuclear-powered electricity pro-  out for a moment ‘condoning apart-__

% ductlon 1n the West ; .| heid; listened: sympathetlcal y. to.

touted for some years now, the ac-

ent has been on the wrong side —
rivate sector. -« i wib

e problem all alon has been

that government has n ‘bun-

ghng, and:milking the private sec-

because the Sovxet e 2 sl 'the view that SA is a multi-ethnic’ Arans Actwhlchmak 5 T : ' ' ' e anq | tor to finance its (futile) constitu-.
- it imposs “He rest: ctured ngena first in . course whether the Afrlkaners and 1'sch s ks
¢ is much older and. At the' begmmng of 1985, 293 “Zt?;f gﬂﬁl“o‘l‘f‘%‘ﬁg:sw% :xl?éq::og?clile ble for blacks to escape the town= 212 and then in 19 federal sub-states ~ ~ Whites: in' general consider them- tmgaoodscnm:ss, hard. casil s with

hips.: *

> .- before holding elections in 1979  selves'really as a small, endan- | ‘which the private: sector could..
y measures in force . _in operation worldwide; another o R ~ Oné can easnly 1mag1ne Heunis ‘which brought a return to democ-  gered minority whose future politi- | have: financed growth, has been:
lear plants are far 13 were. licensed.. for operatlon “In.. the: vexmg.a ‘iSSﬁef ’55 i earnestly assuring Obasanjo that: racy in’ Nigeria after 13 years. cal well-being lies-in a properly | skimmed. off year after year in
. Likg anything else, .= and due. to come on stream, and - | “National Question;” most nation-- the Botha government’s policy’ is - Translated- to' the SA context, ~ constructed: democracy: with. mi~ | greater proportions to fuel unvia-
er can be dangerous = 220 were. under construction: - | alist; thinkers and- politicians  in - Feally based on pluralism and not  this would mean a federation of 18 nority safeguards. =~ . - gre homelands, constitutional
reated w1th proper  Koeberg is acknowledged to be | Europe and Africa have tended to...o0 (tl.nbahsm and tha;:l the llxtome- _or 19 entities comprised of the There is also another pombthty' wnshwash, or simply handed out to.
;. one of the=safest .| favour, what Ben]amm Neuberge lan S are bemgjbroug t: bac into . eight economic development re- This is: that government: believes: t dictators: to squander F
P , A ~gions: and" the homelands while  pa¢ the only basis of stabilising SA: | - The: present strategy: of- “boost-

ated thah Koeberg, power generation‘ reactors were" special prot ect1 on to ethnic minor

Hed

i

tely, the Sov1et' b Tk lx-s!u'omctthat Russia, whereé"" o leaving open the possibility of a  js”on- the: basis: of a: non-racial __'mg the economy: by; government
nd to heighten public: = thezworld’s two most: serious Z'iﬁﬁieruf:&?sml? ntc}‘:n g{;;%%x&n- autocracy dominatedby; the Afn‘-  spending ially” futile;: what
nuclear energy, and . - nuclear. power station disasters : Srei . kaners: :

 Natal t. : ‘
a expemnen  This ‘would' demand. the scraP'

: ping of all the apartheid laws; but
- 1t may also mean the suspension of
- the remaining vestiges of democ:

re-examining the _ have occurred and;which in: xtSj
stry’s safety record. - eagerness to. benefit, from’ the:? .
he w S R R R d ﬂsed Wlth. b7 »
vuch as’fhé*i Ph

' i 5 il P : 5
hxs 5§ ‘sfé“m ihe A ethmc - o%‘txtutlonal schemes are

: - Cheaperby the dozen in SA, andthe: = - .= °
m;;s t\ggﬁgxg ztg;:etgg g?c?g&ls‘ ~ erucial question is. whether the F

ited Nations organi- *
t that generation of’
y nuclear reaction is:

ANC will be prepared to: partici-
‘apnngvg;l lt%nf:gsfoﬂdwtﬁ%?gﬁ gtohnno“f: ‘pate in-a system: which would en-
diversity into account: but did not gble thex:x to take power thr?lugh
absolutise: the principle: - emocratic elections in per aﬁ

" thei majority of the federal su
ba;sr::ﬁ) ggﬂn&s gfigg;)gt:g ﬁltgh;_— tates and which: would allow for

Nyerere, with his {)ohcy of rapxd

and forcible Swahilization, all the -
-Nigerian: leaders: since: the . civil .
- war: have: beex:«h in favour of what

t, emit a far highe
ation than do nuclea

y nothing of the huge.= th ‘ . i = Gowon, Muh: , s which: DS I e ' power-sharing at the level of cen-
oxic wastestheyre- or inot be regarded as an, ' | | Bubarl haverall quarterl%o‘:)t%hﬁge:ilgfge‘:sms;o -t gg\éle;:gelx):;betweenmc‘and

‘ulation (a remarkably similar pro- =
rtion - to: || thahdp _mthv - whites,

}01SQ m .C. 0 (
spm (¢
viet” Union to pollute the atmos-

d to return to lec-

Rather thav ennld have taken
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Cosatu men
LEADERS of the Congress of SA Trade

Unions (Cosatu) saved a man from being
burnt alive by soores of youths during ite
massive May Day rally at Soweto’s Or-
lando Stadium yesterday.

In violont unract arrne the country
police shot dead two men in Tembisa
and reported clashes with rioters in 26
townships. Police said theg arrested at
least 136 people, including 55 in one inci-
dent at Paarl.

The man, aged about 21, was alleged
by youths to be a member of the “MaKa-
basa,” a right-wing gangster mob whose
“constitutional objective is to kill all
comrades and pupils”.

The man was captured outside the
stadium by youths who locked him in the
boot of a car. When SA Defence Force
members arrived they opened the boot
and dragged their victim into the stadi-

um.

Hundreds of other youths joined the
onslaught, kicking and stabbing the man
as Cosatu leaders abandoned the rally
and rushed to save him.

70 000 say ‘no’

ABOUT 70 000 people showed their op-

position to disinvestment and sanctions
at the launch of the United Workers’

Union of SA (Uwusa) at a rally in King’s
Park, Durban, yesterday.

-The new trade union is linked to Kwa-
Zulu Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthe-
lezi’s Inkatha movement.

The crowd roared “no” when he asked:
“Is it your wish that disinvestment and
séara)ctions should now be imposed on

A."

There was another roar of disapprov-
al when Buthelezi asked: “Shall f tell
them that you are now ready to suffer
even more deprivation than you are suf-
fering already, if these are worsened by
any imposition of disinvestment and
sanctions?”.

{

save ybﬁfﬁ

SIPHO NGCOBO and
DOMINIQUE GILBERT

Policc fircd teargas into the erowd nf
about 30000 gathered at the stadium,

causing chaos as part of the crowd pan‘
inked and stamnadad down the navil-

i

‘-—"_-T’»T}— - e

ions.

Cosatu marshalls doused the fuming
canisters with water and called for calm
and bravery “against the violent and
provocative, but failing Pretoria re-
gime”. s

A train was also set- alight during
early yesterday at Dube railway station,
in Soweto, completely destroying two
coaches. s ?

Police fired teargas into a bus ferry-
ing members of the National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM) to Orlando Stadi-
um. Two NUM members fram Carleton-
ville’s Western Deep Levéls were in-
jured.

Scores of people were injured and at
least 66 arrested as troops and police
broke up four Cosatu May Day rallies in
the Western Cape.

to sanctions

[ Own Correspondent ]

when Lhils was translated into Zulu,
the interpreter asked those opposed to
sanctions to stand -- everyone stood up.

Buthelezi said he was certain that, if
disinvestment and sanctions could result
in government’s downfall, blacks would
support their imposition. Judging irom
what happened in Rhodesia under Ian
Smith, sanctions would not topple the
present “oppressive regime”, he said.

He said friends of the Congress of
South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) had
tagged Uwusa as a “capitalist union”.

This was “balderdash” and he had re-
peated that the capitalist system, as it
operated in SA, had thrived on the ex-
ploitation of black labour.

Buthelezi called a ‘tribalist fool’

CONGRESS of SA Trade Unions (Cosatu)
president Elijah Barayi yesterday
called KwaZulu Chief Minister Mango-
suthu Buthelezi a “tribalist fool intent on
dividing the working class”.

“He is on (President) P W Botha’s pay-
roll,” said Barayi. ’

Addressing a crowd of about 25000
during the 100th anniversary of May Day
‘'held at the Orlando-Stadium, Soweto, he
criticised the formation of the United
Workers’ Union of SA (Uwusa).

“That puppet fool Gatsha (Buthelezi)
has a rally in Durban while Cosatu has

Schools empty as

MOST black schonls were deserted yes-
terday as hundreds of thousands of
puﬁils heeded the May Day stayaway
call.

Liaison officcr for the Department of
Education and Training, Peter Mundell,
said there was an almost complete

’ o Sl Y ABSVaRL,

Kastern and Western Cape.
In the Free State, however, only; seven
WP an . 3 3 Lic o vwman affarta’d

{ SIPHO NGCOBO |

another there. He is confusing and divid-
in; the working class.

‘He claims to be a leader of the op-
ressed g:(;%e. If that is so, why then1s__
eon P tha’s payroll? Why is he a

leader of KwaZulu and not the whole of
South Atrica. why does he agree Lo el
nic divisions in our beloved land?

“I want to make it clear to him that
his counter-revolutionary Uwusa will
not succeed in dividing the workers,”
said Barayi.

pupils heed cali

and attendance at Natal schools varied
from average to good, Mundell added.

About half the students at the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand turned up
on the campus yesterday,

University of the North students con-
tinued their boycott begun an Monday in
sympathy with last month’S Oecrimpps..
detention in Lebowa of United Demo-
cratic Frant leader Peter Nchaheleng

9861 Z Aswy ‘Awpny ‘AVa $SINISNG




. Graham Spence
\\.Labour Reporter ' '

ALTHOUGH the rival May Day rallies
have deeply split' the black labour
movement into pro- and anti-disinvest-
ment camps, they have also shown a
uirique form of worker sclidarity.

For never in this country’s history
has a boycott call been heeded by more
than a million people.

No South African leader, not P.W.
Botha, not Nelson Mandela, has man-

aged to generate such massive partici-

pation as what was seen yesterday — a

million-strong demonstration across

the nation. ' s

It hasn’t been for lack of trying.
Since Chief Albert Lutuli first mobi-
lised the now-banned ANC, scores of
variously-named bodies have tried to
co-ordinate national boycotts — with
only limited success.

This week the trade unions did it, and
black South Africa listened.

More than a million people did not
report for work yesterday.

Although they did it for different’

reasons, although there are fundamen-
tal ideological differences between rad-
ical and moderate, the boycott worked.

What millions of rands’ damage the
labour stoppage caused yesterday, and
whether next May Day will be a legal
holiday remains to be seen.

But one thing is certain: in this coun-
try May .1 will never be ‘he same
again. ‘ i

Of course, as Mr Bruce . ,rssman,
President of the Durban Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce said,’ although
the basic principle of the unions’
stayaway call might have been con-
formist, the reasons for heeding it are
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KING'S PARK yesterday. The wusa rally drew more than 70 000.

\/Rallies and mass stayaway changed

he face of black unionism in S.Africa

widely diverse.

Whether the boycotters stayed away
to honour the event as a Labour Day or
because of other political pressures
was a moot point, he said.

There were many conflicting views
in the volatile black labour situation.

The stayaway was also monitored by
a group of Natal University academics,
who plan to present a scientific survey
on the event. ;

Among their findings will be a study
on the phenomenal United Workers’
Union of South Africa (Uwusa) rally or-
ganised by Inkatha, which drew 80 000
to Durban’s King’s Park.

The Copgress of South African Trade

-

Unions (Cosatu) who held a rival May

Day rally at Curries Fountain have al-
leged that many of the Uwusa crowd
were not workers, and were bussed in
merely to swell numbers to score polit-
ical capital for Inkatha.

Perhaps the academics’ findings will
throw some light on this, although to
suggest that an 80 000-strong rally
could be totally engineered even by a
motivated organisation like Inkatha, is
stretching it.

But whatever Cosatu says, the May
Day inauguration of Uwusa is signifi-
cant as with Inkatha’s powerful back-
ing, it will undoubtedly be a force in

the ascension of the black laboi_ir move-

' 'the effects co

orgarisational abilty.
- A fact that really. stands
that despite the huge nu

. the insults the i

. massive

expense of Cosatu
With the internat

an alert eye on the proce ?&

seas coverage of Durb 111

show 80 000 people vociferously endors
ing Chief Buthelezis anti-dis ‘
stance, compared to a' vastly st
crowd at Currie’s Fountain listening’
Cosatu’s General Secretary Jay Naidoo
talking about “resistance” campaigns.,

. This is not to ymply 'the 65000
) strong Cosatu doesn’t have a huge fol-
lowing. It does, but|in the visual media
where pictures talk more than ‘words;
Inkatha certainly won the day. it

Basically, what is being wit

a totally opposing ideological clash
tween two of the most powerful gr

in black politics that has split

labour movement to the core.
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