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OPENING

1. The 180 ordinary session of the CAU Coordinating Committee on Assistance
- to Refugees in Africa was officially opened on Thursday an June, 1988 by Hon. E.C.J.
Bwanali, P, Minister of Health of the Republic of Malawi, under the Chairmanship
of Rev. Dr. Ismael Ncko of the Lutheran World Federation.

2, ' In his statement, the Ivhmster, on behalf of the Life President of Malawi,
Ngwazi Dr. KamuzuBama, welcomed participants and cbservers to the meeting and
.w;sheo them a happy stay in Malawi. He drew the attention of the Committee to the
ever increasing number of refugees in Africa, a gituation that Las assumed alarming
| proportions. He attributed the phenomencn of asylum-seeking to civil strife, drought
and famine on the-continent.. The Minister. remarked that because of the current global
economic crisis which has adversely atfected the continent, Africa has continued to
find it more and mcre difficult to adequately cater for the needs of refugees.

3. He commended the work of the GAU Commission of 15 on Refugees and of
the OAU Bureau for Refugees and pledged Malawi's support for the GAU's efforts in
finding durable solutions tc the preblem of Refugees. The IMinister disclosed that in
the last helf of 1986, Malawi experienced increased influxes of refugees from KMozam-
bique in the wake of banditry - activities which have continued tc cause untold human
suffering and extensive damege to property. He further disclosed that to date Malawi
is host to over 500,000 lMozambican refugces and this figure is in fact on the increase
as in other countries of the Southern region.

-4, He stated that prior to 1586, the Government of Malawi was solely responsible
for the care and maintenance of the refugees.

5.. He pinpoinied land shertage as cne of the main problems facing the govern-
ment in its efforts to cater for the needs of the refugees. In addition, a number of
social and eccnomic facilities have been cver stretched as a result of the large influx
of refugees into the the country. He disclused that the governiment of Mealawi has
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acceded to the 1651 UN C’onvéhticn,‘ its 1967 Protocol on Refugees as well as
ratified the 1569 CAU Conventicn Governing the specific Aspects of the Refugee
Problems.

6. The Minister paid tribute tc the various voluntary and other mternatwnal
‘organizations and the international community for the various forms of assistance

- extended to the government of Malawi. He fma]ly called on the CAU to tackle the
- root causes of the Refugec problem in Africa.

7. The UAU Assistant Secretary—General in charge of Political Affairs,
" H.E.'Ambassador Yilma Tadesse, in his statement glso welcomed participants'}'and
observers to the meeting. ‘He conveyed the regret of the CAU Secretary General,
Mr. Ide Qumarou, for his inpbility to be present in Malawi due to other equél'ly
pressing issues affecting the continent. He expressed the CAU's appreciation and
thanks to the Life President and people of Malawi for the genercus facmtl.es glaced
at the disposal of participants.

8.  Ambassader Yilma Tacesse identified apartheid in South Africa, the destabili-
sation policies of the recist Pretoria regime, the activities of the South African backed
armed bandits and the illegal colonial occupation of Namibia as the main causes of

the refugee problem in Scuthern Africa. This situation has consequently led to

‘a humamtarmn crisis in Southern Africa. : ‘ :

« 8., . He recounted the efforts of tlie GAU to address this situation including the call
 for the ccnvening of the International Conference on the Plight of Refugees, Returnees
and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa scheduled to be held in Uslo, Norway, from
22 tc 24 August 1288 '

10.° The Assistant Secretary-General disclosed that the CAU in cocperation with UN,
UNHCR and UNDP have since last year established a Steering Committee to deal with
all policy issues relating to the preparations for the Conference. He appealed to the
verious Non-Governmental Crganizations to enoeavour to attend the Conference at

a very high level. ‘
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11. On the UAU Coordingting Committee, the Assistant Secretary-General
recalled the decision of the CAU Commission of i& on Refugees to review the
role and activities of the Committee in light of the continued failure of the
Commitee to carry out scme of its responsibilities especially with'regard to the
funding of the operational activities of the Bureau for Refugees.

12. He touched on the decumentation for the meeting indicating that the
documents deal basically with the activities of the UAU Burcau for Refugees in
favour of refugees in Africa.

15. The Assistant Secretary-General paid tribute to Malawi anc the other Southern
African countries for their Getermination to provide for the needs of the refugees
and displaced persaons in the region despite their own problems. In conclusion, he
announced that following the visit of the mission of the GAU Commission of 15 on
Refugees to Malawi last year and resulting from the concern of the CAU over the
plight of the refugees in the country and the burden placed on the country, the GAU
had decided to make a financial contribution of US$506,00C to support the efforts of
the government of Lialawi in providing for the emergency needs of the refugees.

14. The Assistent Secr¢toary-General aaded that an officer from the CAU Bureau
for Refugees would soon be visiting Malawi to consult with the authorities on the
possibility of establishing income generating projects in favour of the refugees.

15. Finally, he appealed to internaticnal organizations and veluntary agencies
to increase their assistance to Malawi to enable her to cope more effectively with
the refugee problemn.

16. The Chairman of the AU Commission of 15 on Refugees, H.E. Lt. Gen. B.N.
Mibenge who is also Ambussador of Zembia to the People's Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, also made a statement tc the Committee.

17. On the situation in Southern Africa, Ambassador Mibenge associated himself
with the sentiments expressed by the Assistant Secretary-Generzl over the ever
worsening situation of refugees in Southern Africa in general and in Melawi in parti-
cular. He reiteratec that the denial of humean and other besic rights by the Pretoria
regime has contributed significantly to the problem of refugees in Southern Africa.
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18. Ambassador Mibenge reviewed the refugee situaticn in Africa outlining the
efforts of various Member States concerned to tackle the root causes of the problem.
He specifically pointed out the positive developments teking place in Eastern ana
Central Africa and the rapproc‘nment between the parties to the conflict in the Horn
and the Sudan. He cealled on the international community to centinue to encourage
these moves in order to achieve durable sclutions to the refugee problem on the
continent.

18. The Ambassador finally expressed the gratitude of the CAU to voluntary and
international crganizations for the assistance they coptinue to give to Africa and
appesaled to them to increase this assistaence. : of

ﬁG. After these statements, the Chairman thanked ,the'rv/i'inistei'_, Hon. Bwanah -
for sparing his valuable time to open the session. He, on behalf of the_Cbnixﬁittee
énd observers requested the Hinister to v(-:onvey to H.E. the Life President of the
Republic of Malawi, Ngwazi Dr. Kamuzu Bande,the thanks and gratitude of the
Committee for the reception and hospitalitj extended to all participants and |
observers. i el

Earlier on Wednesday 1St June, members of the Committee mdobserurs visited
Chiumbagami Refugee camp in angochi District.

21. AGENDA

After minor amendments the Committee, adopted the following agenda.

1.  Opening
i) Statement by‘ Hcen. E.C.I. Bwanali; M.P.,
Minister of Health.

ii)  Statement by H.E. Ambassador Yilma Tadesse, _
OAU Assistant Secretary-General in charge of Political Affairs.

iii)  Statement by H.E. Ambassador B.N. l4ibenge,
Chairman of the GAU Commission of Fifteen on Refugees.
2.  Adoption cf propcsed agenda

3.  Organization of work /5



4, Election of the Bureau for 1988/1989.

5. Statement of cutgoing chairman.
6. Consideration of the report on the activities of the CAU Bureau for Refugees.

7.  Progress report on the preparation for the international Conference on the
Plight of Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa.

8.  Individual reports on the activities of members of the GAU Coordinating
Committee on Assistance to Refugees.

S. Individusl reports on the activities of observer organwatmnlagenczes to the
CAU Coordinating Committee on Assistance to refugees.

16. Any cther business.

i11. Visit to some refugees camps in Lialawi. (MANGUCHI, NSANJE and DEDZA

DISTRICTS)

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

22. The Committee agreed to the following working hours :
Morning - 09.00 - 13.G0

Afternocn - 14.50 - 15.60

ELECTION OF THE BUREAU FOR 1988/89

@3. The Representative of the United Nations Commissioner for Hamibia proposed
the follewing organizations to consitute the Bureau for 1586/89. 1t was seconded by
the representative of the World Health Crganization. The Committee unanimously
endorsed the proposal.

1. Chairman - Mr. D.J.B. Mpyisi - (ILO)
Z. Vice-Chairman -  Bishop C.K. Bamwoze- AACC
%. Rapporteur -  Iir. Tom Kataika - CARITAS
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24, After the electjon, the outgoing Chairman, Dr. I. Iicko congratulated the

new Chairman and his Bureau cn their election. hie paid tribute to the government

and people of IMalawi for the typically African hospitality extended to refugees from

a sister State. He exhorted the committee and the CAU to continue to interact in their
common effort tc solve the problen: of refugees in Africa. The outgoing Cheairman noted
with satisfactiqn the steps currently being deployed by merber States concerned to tackle
the root causes of the refugee problem. Thereafier, the representative of the United
Nations Commissioner for Hamibia paid a glowing tribute to Dr. Noko, for his dedicated
service to the Committee and Africe as & whole. His personal commitiment to the cause

of African refugees and gentle nature have endeared him to the entire membership of the
Committee. In seconding the motion, the representative.of Amnesty International remarked
that during the period that Dr. Heko was Chairmian, there were many positive developments
on the refugee scene as well as in the field of human rights cn the continent. He wished

~ Dr. Noko every success in the ycars ahead.
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Progress Report on the Activities of the OAU Bureau for Refugees -
Dccument BR/CO-CTTEE/7¢ April 1587 - May 1988

25, In his introduction of this itermn, a representative of the CAU Secretariat
reviewed the general refugee situation in Africa since the Commitiee's last session
in Monrovia, Liberia, in March, 1387. The representative of the Secretariat informed
the Committee that in independent Africa there has been a wind of change blowing
through the refugee scene in the sense thet there have been efforts by affected
Member States to tackle the roct causes ¢f teh refugee problem. In the Horn, some
Merber States that had been in conflict resulting in refugee influxes have recently
reconciled their differences 1o the point of restoring diplomatic relations.

26, 'The misunderstanding between the two sister States of Libya and Tchad assumed

a new and positive cimension recently when the former decided to recognise the govern—
rment in lldjamena with a pledge tc repatriate Chadian prisoners ¢f war in Libya to

their country.

25. In Horth Africa, twe states which had been in conflict over the Western Sahara,
namely, Algeria and Morocco decided to restore diplomatic relations after a break of
elmost twelve years. In addition, the two States have undertaken to work for a durable
soluticn tc the problem. Tiie representative of the Secretariat disclosed that a number
of Zimbabwean refugees in Botswana had registered to return home following the decla-
ration of & general aranesty by the Government of Zimbabwe. A similar positive deve-
lopment relating tc negotiations tc end the conflict is currently unfolding in the Sudan.

27, He next drevi the attention of the Committee to the commendable efforts of the
Uganda Government to bring back home her nationals who have been living in other
countries as refugees. These positive developments, the representative of the Secre-
tariat remarked, are in the right direction and should be encouraged and supported to
enable these refugees to return to their countries of origin so that they cen live normal
and dignified lives once again. :
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29. Gn the Scuthern African situation, the representative of the Secretariat reiterated
that the root cause of the refugee problem in this region is apartheid coupled with preto-
ria's support for the surrogate gangs operating in, especially, Angola and Mozambique.
He reminded the Committee of tlhie brutal activities of the bandiis which have left
theusanas of people dead, others displaced within and outside their countries of origin,
drawing attenticn of the Committee to the recently published report on Mozambique by
the US Government. He disclosed that currently there are about 6 millicn displaced

persons in Southern Africa.

30. In concluding this part of the report, he appealed to the Internationanl Community

tc bring pressure tc bear on the Pretoria regime to dismantle its abhorent policy of apart-
heid, and end its policy of destabilisation ¢f Governements in the Frontline ana neighboring
States.

31. The Kepresentative of the Secretariat then drew the attention of the Committee
to the second part of the Keport which dealt with the activities of the Bureau for Refu-
gees in the area of Education and training, Research and Placement and Information

dissemination.

32. Un Ecucation and Training, the attention of the Commitiee was drawn to the fact
that because of lack cf funds, the CAU Bureau for Refugees has nct been able to provide
schclarships to as many refugees as it would have wished to de. Member States of the
OAU have not been able {6 provide scholarships to refugees either, because of economic
problemis.

33. On the imposition of econcmic fees, the Committee was informed that the Com-
mission of 15 on Refugees has taken up this matter with the Member States concerned
with an appeal to them te waive these fees.

3L. In the aree of Research and Placement, he informed the Committee of the
research work that had been carried cut during the period under review by the Bureau
for Kefugees on the refugee situation in twenty nine Mermber States. Additionally, an
exercise is currently under way 1o categerise all CAU Kesclutions Gealing with the
refugee situation in Africa.
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35, In connection with the placement of refugees, the Committee was informed that

a number cf countries which had pledged to offer employment opportunities to refugees
have been contacted with an appeal to them to expedite action on the placement of
qualified refugees. Additionally, the Bureau for Refugees nas since 1986 funded a total
of %8 income generating projects infavour cf Refugees worth US$525,238.82 hieanwhile,
the CAU Bureau for Lefugees has indentified some other VAU Member States where in-
come generating projects in favour of refugees would be established.

36, On the disseminaticn of information, the Committee was informed that the
Bureau's Ilewsletier "African Refugees" remeins the main organ for such an activity.
He drew the attention of tiie Committee to constraints of the Bureau for Refugees in
this area of refugee service because of theshortage of funas as well as personnel.

37, The thirapart of the report which dealt with the efferts of the Bureau for
Kefugees to implement recomriedationsof the last session of the Committee dwelt on
such issues as the review of the Membership of the Committee, contributions tc the
operational budget of the Bureau for Refugees, the need for Member States to provide
Primary Health care for Kefugees and the admission of the Association of African
Universities into the membership of the CAU Refugee Scholarship Committee.

38, On the final part of the report, the representative of the Secretariat also informed
the Committee of the envisaged Internaticnal Conference on the Plight of Kefugees,
Returnees and Dispalced Persens in Southern Africa enumerating its objectives and the
preparatery activities that have so far been carried cut by the Steering Committee.

39, The representative also infecrmed the Conmmittee about scme of the meetings and
conferences that siaff members of the Bureau for Lefugees have participated in during
the past year.

40, In a complementary report on the preparations for the seid Internaticnal Con-
ference, the Assistant Secretary Generel in charge cf Political Affairs informed the
Comittee that vericus aspects of the preparatcery activities have in fact been finalised
by the Steering Ccmmitiee. These included documentation and the adoption cf a Public
Inforimation Plan, invitation to Member States of the OAU ana UH and to various
Internaticnal and Non Gevermental organizations.
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bl. The Assistant Secretary-Generel singled out the rcle of voluntary agencies for
commedation and remerked that it was in recognition of this role that the Steering
Committee had decided to establish & Contact Greup comprising ICVA,| INTER-
ACTIUN, FAVDC and AACC to articulate 11GG views as far es Conference is
concerned. Besides, ICVA would be making e statement on behalf of the NGO
Community. He concluded by appeeling to invited 1GUs to insure a high level and

effective participaticn in the said confercnce.
GENERAL DEBATE

42. in the debate that ensued, the Committee made general remarks, socught and
obtzined clarifications on vericus issues regarding the Internetional Conference.

The Committce commended the Bureau for Kefugees for the very informative and
detailed reports. Special note was taken of the Bureau's brilliant coverage of the
Refugee Situation on the Continent. The Committee also took note with satisfaction
the efforts being made by CAU Miember Utates concerned to tackle the root causes
of the refugee problem on the continent and appealed to the CAU Cominission of 15
on Refugees to continue with their efforts te help find durable solutions to the
Refugee problem.

43. Cn the question of Ecucaticn and iraining for refugees inAfrica, en issue that
generated a great deal of interest and debate, the Committee noted the inability

of meny crganizaticns tc fund the ccucation of refugees because of high tuiticn and
other fecs charged by verious institutions in sorme CAU Member States. In the same
vein, the Committee observed that scmetimes refugees have had to be sent to private
schocls because therec were no vacancies in governiment educational institutions which
charged lower fees.

Li. The Commitiece further observed that there were still some OAU Member States
which continue to charge economic fees thus limiting the capacity of organizations
to sponsor more students. But at the same time, countries within Southern Africa

were noted to have waived economic fees on refugees.

L5. The Conimittee expresscd concern over the fact that most of the time trained
refugees cannot secure jobs and expressed the hope that Member States of the GAU,
Crgenizations and refugee serving agencies would consider providing empleyment to
such trained refugees.
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46. The observer from the Federal Kepublic of Higeria infermied the Committee

of a programme in her country which involved the attachment of Scuth African
refugees to various business establishments and parastatals to enable then to acquire
the needea skills. The salaries of such refugecs are normally paid by the sponsoring
agencies.

h7. The United Nations Commissioner for Namibia alsc has similar bilateral arrange-
ments, but the Committee felt there should ba a mechanism whereby Member States
could be approached by other organizations with similar employment schemes for
refugees.

k8.  Another issue was the nced for refugees to be given education relevant to the
educational system obtaining in tiieir countries of crigin. In the same vein, whenever
possible, refugees should be placed in schools or institutions in areas close to their

countries of origin tc avoia pessible dangers of alienaticr.

L9« The hepresentative of the UNHCLR assured the Committee that his office was
committed to providing primary eaucation for all refugee children. Upportunities
also existed within its programme for acult education and the provision cf higher
education for deserving refugees. Regarding the kind of primary education provided
tc refugees, he statec that UNHCR has norinally provided education similar to that
obtaining in the country cf asylum. A notable exception however is the current
situation in lialawi where the Mozambican curriculum is being followed in camp

scheols for the Mozambican refugees.

50« The CAU Secretariat clarified the position of the CAU as far as the granting
of scholarships to refugees is concerned, indicating that need and the ability of a
refugee tc obtain a job or be self-reliant after training were scme of the criteria used
by the CAU in awarding scholarships to refugees.
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

51, The committee took ncte of the activities of the CAU Bureau for the
refugees in the area of education and training of refugees and the constraints
faced by the latter in the provisicn of more scholarships to refugees because of
the lack of funds. Ifote was also taken cf the high tution and cther fees charged
to refugees in certain Member States of the GAU. It also recognised the need for
refugees tc be given the type of education that would make them self employed or
employable. In this connecticn the Committee RECOMMENDED :

i) Member States of the CAU concerned shoulc consider waiving econcmic |
fees in favour of refugees ; they should alsc consicer providing places
in their educaticnal institutions for refugees. in this regard the Committee
appealed to the OAU Commission of 15 to pursue these issues with concerned
liembers States and to keep the Committee informed of the cutcome.

ii) - Sponsoring organizations shculd consiaer placing refugee students in
educational institutions with systems that relate to those obtaining in their

countries of crigin in order tc avoid possible dangers of glienation.

iii) Refugee serving organizations should promote basic and integrated education
for the refugees in order to provide them with certain basic skills which will
facilitate their integration in their countries of asylum and enable them to
find & point cf entry intc the economies of their countries of origin when

they eventually return home.

iv) Member States should consider devising a well thought out policy in the pro-
vision of education within the framewcrk of the resources available to
governments, bearing in mind the needs of the refugees as well as the manpower

requirenients of Member States.
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RESEARCH

52, Un the Kesearch activities of the CAU Bureau for kkefugees, the Cocmmittee
acdvised the Bureau to identify areas where research was needed to facilitate better
policy meaking and programme development for refugees.

53+ The attention of the Secretariat was drawn tc the recommendation made during
the lﬁth ordinary session c¢f the Committee held in Harere, Zimbabwe, calling upon the
Bureau for Eefugees ic make use of the various Universities on the Centinent and to
involve the relevant Faculties in its research activities.

5L, A number of organizaticns informed the Committee of their research activities
and said they were prepared tc collaboraie with the CAU Bureau for the Refugees in
this area of refugee service. It was, however, noted that funding was very vital if
institutions in Member States were to carry out research work for the Bureau for
Refugees.

95¢ The Assistant Secretary General in charge of Political Affairs alsc disclosed

to the Committee that there were mioves within his Department to carry out research
work on vericus issues of concern to the continent in sc far as this research work would
be relevant in the discharge of the duties assigned to the QAU Secretariat. He
cauticned against research which is merely done for academic purposes emphasizing
that research work must be practical and shoulc lead to help in the undersianding and

sclution of problems facing the Continent.

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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56, The Committee took note of the role of HGUs and other agencies involved in

the provision of huraenitaerian and developmental assistance in Africa. However, it

was further noted that not all these experiences and work in the region are sufficiently
documented and disseminated. The Committee therefore RECOMMENDED as follows:

i) The work and experience of these agencies, namely the work and experience
regarding the health of refugees and/cr displaced persens be monitored,
documented, and evaluated in a systematic manner in accorcance with the
relevant system(s) of the country concerned and disseminated.

ii) The CAU Bureau for Refugees should, as scon as pessible, collect date and
evaluate the different governmental infrastractures established within
iember States tc address refugee needs.

iii) The root causes of the refugee problem in Southern Africa and the search for
durable solutions shoula be well documentea by the UAU/bureau for Refugees.

iv) The CAU Burcau for Eefugees should consider undertaeking research work on
the integration of refugees into national developrient programmes such as
eGucation, nealth care ana employement indicating the areas of conflict and
complementarity between refugee needs and those of naticnals.

v) In pursuit of thiese recommendations, the Committee further Recommended
that the CAU Bureau for Lefugees should utilise the expertise of the Univer-
sities within Africa in its reseereh activities.

vi) The assistance of members of the Committee should be sought in terms of
research work end funding.

vii) The Bureau for Ilefugees should identify areas of priority for research into
refugee situations and their causes ana shoula cemmmutnicate these to the
Committee. The Committee in turn should provide ihe Bureau for Eefugees

with their publications on refugees and their plans for initiating research into
these pricrity areas.

L F



15

EMPLOYMENT OF REFUGEES/INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES

57. 'The Comimittee tock note of the difficulties the Bureau for refugees continues
to face in securing ermployment oppertunities for refugees in lnember States of the
CAU. These difficulties, it was cbserved, siem froin tne problem of unemployment
facing most African countries but in scnie cases because cf the difficulties in obtain-
ing work permits for refugees as aliens. in this connection, the Coimmittee once again
expressed satisfaction with CAU's proimotion &nd funding of incomie generating projects

in favour of refugees.
58, The Committee therefore RECOMMENDED as follows :

i) The promotion of incorne generating activities should be linked to thorough
market research to ensure available and regular markets fcr the preaucts

from such projects.

ii) Refugee serving organisations shoula consicer abscrbing qualified refugees,
with special attention also be given to the possibility of attaching qualified
refugees to the public or private secters in Miember States cf the CAU in

order tc enable the refugees to acquire the necessary skills.

iii) liember States should consider issuing work permits to refugees without

undue constraints.
INFORMATIGN DISSEMINATICN

59. The Committee appreciatea the constraints facing the Bureau for Refugees in
terms of inadequate personnel to raan the informetion Unit. Consequently, the
Committee RECOMMENDED es follows :

i) There is a crying need to increase the number of officers within the information
unit.
il) There is also the need for regul~r exchange of information between the Bureau

for Kefugees ana the members of the Coordinating Committee on the one hand,
and between the UAU Bureau for Refugees and other voluntary organizations

on the other hand.

iii) The Bureau for Kefugees should update its mailing list in crder te widen the

area of circulation of its Hewsletter "African Kefugees".
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60. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE PLIGHT OF REFUGEES,
RETURNEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN SGUTHERN AFRICA

6l. Cn the forthcoming Internaticnal Conference, the Cominittee appreciated the
recognition given to the recle of HGU's by the UAU. Clarification was sought and

cbtained as t¢ the venue, RGC participation and documentation.

62. 71he Committee noted the importance of the Conference to NGC's and wondered
whether there would be a forum for HGC interacticn during the Conference. The
Assistant Secretary General who had earlier briefed the Commitiee drew its attention

to the fact that the Conference would last only 3 days; thus, its duration does not allow
for exhaustive exchange cf views among the INGC's. He, however, assured the Committee
that the views of the NGU's would be properly articulated by ICVA which would be
addressing the Conference on behalf of the NGC community.

63. On the relationship between the envisaged Conference and ICARA 11, the Committee
wes informed that whereas the latter dealt with refugees on the whole continent and was
a pledging Conference, the forthceming Conference woulG address a new and specific
problem within one of the sub-regions of the continent, and besides, it was not a pledging
Conference as such.

64. The Committee took note of the importance of the said International Conference
not only to Africa but aisc to the International community including Non-Governmental
Organizations. It also tock note with satisfaction the role assigned to the NGU com-

munity in the Conference.
65, Inlight of the above cbservations, the Committee RECOMMENDED as follows :

i) - Non-Governmental Urganizations should participate effectively and at high
level in the said International Conference.

ii) Hon-Governmental Crganizations sheuld ccnsider increasing their assistance

to refugees and displacec persons as well as the countries of asylum.
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MEMBERSHIP CF THE CAU COCRDINATING COMMITTEE/
FUNDING CF CGPEKATIONAL BUDGET COF
THE BUREAU FOR REFUGEES

65. ©On the decision of the CAU Comimissicn of i5 on Hefugees to open up thie Member-
ship of the Committce to new members, the Chairman gave a background leading to the

Gecisicn. Some of the issues hie stressca were ¢

i) the inability of the Bureau for kefugees te carry out its operaticnal activities

Gue to lack of funds; anc

ii) the failure of the Coordinating Committee to fund cver the yeers budgets which

it had itself helpea tc prepare.

66, After these prelimninary remaris by the Cheirmean, & nuniber of delegaticns wondered

why the Bureeu had not preparec a programme of activities for presentation te the Com-
rmittee. Such a programme, theyopined, would have assisted the Cemmittee in reaching

certain Gecisions especially on tiie provision of funds for the operaticnal ectivities of the

Bureau.

67. In reacticn to this observaticn, the Secretariat informed the Commitiee that this
approach had, indeed, been the practice in the past; but because of the chrenic failure
of the Committee tc even consider contributing the minimum tc the budget of the Bureau,

the practice hes had tc be stcpped.

68, The Secretariat further recalled its frustration over this matter and the decision

of the UAU Cemmissicn of 15 cn Refugees to recommend to the CAU Council of Ministers
the establishment of a Special kefugee Contingency Fund to enable the CAU Bureau for
Refugees to carry out its operational activities. This Fund, it was explained, amounted

to 1% of the total budget of the CAU in any given year. The expenses related to the
award of scholarships to refugees, the estaolishiment of incornie generating projects as

well as the publication of the lewsletter : "African Refugees" have all been met from

this Fund.

69. In a collaberative statement, the Chairman of the CAU Commission ¢f 15 on
Kefugees endorsec the Secretariat's information. He added that indeed the Commission
at cne point almost tock a decision to abolish the Committee altogether. However, such
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a Cecision was posiponed pending the submission cf a report oby a Sub-Committee of
the Cocrdinating Committee on the whole question of func raising to meet the operational
needs of the Bureau fcr Hefugees.

70.  Cn the legal pesition with regard to fund raising or centributions to the operational
buaget of the Bureau, the Cahirman felt that in the udnerstanding of the Commission of

15 on Lefugees, it was part of the respensibility of the Committee to contribute to

the operational budget of the Bureau. He reininded the Committee that the Commission
was still expecting the sub-Committee's Report.

71. ‘The Chairman also raised a number of issues related to the implementation of the
recommencations of the previcus session of the Ccmmittze, namely, the feilure of the
Secretariat to present documents to the Committee a month or so in advance as had been
directed and the absence of a list indicating the invited observer organizations.

T2. The Chairmen of the Cocrdinating Committee in reacction to the queries raised by
the Chairman of the Commission of 1b on Refugees, stated that the Sub-Committee met
once since its establiskment but hac not yet completed its work. The Committee, there-
fore, directed that the Sub-Commitiee should continue with the exercise tc enable it

to werk out modslities on hew funds could be raised for the operaticnal activities of the
Bureau. The Committee alsc requesied the Sub-Commitiee to report to it during its

next sessicn.

73. The Kepresentative of the A1l Africa Conference of Churches, His Lordship Bishop
Bwamwoze, in a sclemn statement drew the attention of the Ceramittee to the serious
nature of the refugee situation in Africa. e took note of the efferts of the various
organizetions including the CAU to tackle this preblem of refugees in Africa. In this
connection, he emphasise¢ the need te maintain the CAU Cocrdinating Committee as
an operaticnal organ and partner of the GAU. He, therefore, appealed tc both bodies to
continue to stress the factors that unite them in their common effort to serve Africa's
refugees and displaced persons. The twe bodies, he cbserved, needed each other and that
the channels of ccmmunication between the two bodies should always be kept open.

Following this, the Committee endersed the stateraent of the representative of the AACC.
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The 1he Committee alsc noted the efforts of the Sub-Commiitee established to work
cut raoaalities for raising funds to suppert the activities of the UAU Bureau fer Kefugees.
1t also tock note of the fact thet the task assigned to the sub~-commitiee had not yet been
completed. It regretted the absence of a work programme frem the CAU Bureau for
refugees which would have enabled the Coinmitiee to consider coniributing to scme of

the activities of the Bureau.

RECCMMENDATIONS
75, The Committee, thus, RECOMMENDED g&s folicws :

i) The sub-committee should continue with its work and report to the next meeting

cf the Cccerdinating Commitiee.

ii) The CAU should provide a programine of work incicating the financial impli-
caticns and present such a work programme 1o the next meeting of the Coordi-
nating Commitiee for consiaeration.

In this regard, the assistance anc acvice of niembers of the Bureau of the

Committec recicent in Addis Abeba should be sought.

iii) Those members of the Cocrdinating Committee who have the means tc contri-
bute to the cperstional budget of the Bureau for itefugees should continue to do
so. Furthermore, the CAU Bureau for Refugees siould write officially to all
organizations that participated as observers in the 18th Urdinary Session of

the Commititee inviting theix € censider becoming members of the Committee.

These organizations should be provided with the kules of Preccedure of the CAU Coordi-
nating Committee as well the criteria for membership of the CAU Coordinating Commitiee
tc enable them tc make up their minds on the question of membership of ihe Committee.
This matter will be taken up by the Commitiee at iis next session in 1983,
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AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PECPLES RIGHTS

76, The Commitiee took note with satisfaction the entry into force in October 1986

of the African Charter on Human &nd Peoples' Rights, the election of the African
Commission on Huiman and Peoples' Rights and the decision by the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government of the GAU tc establish a Secretariat of the Ceinmission in Banjul,
Gambia. The Committee therefore RECOMMENDED that :

i) the OAU Commission should continue toc urge Member States that have not
yet done so to consider ratifying the said charter and to adhere strictly to
the provisions of the saic charter; and

ii) the Bureau for Fefugees should consider making available to the Committee the
reports of the Human and Peoples' Rights Commiission.

77+ At the end of thedebate and following the Ubservations and Recommendaticns,
the Committee adopted the Repert of the Bureau for Kefugees for the period April 1987
to May 1988.

REPORT OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF
THE COMMITTEE AND CBSERVERS

78.  Members of the Committee and Obsérvers presented individual reports on the
activities of their organizations in favour of refugees. The said reports were circulated
among member organizations and are available at the GAU Bureeu for Eefugees.
Reperts fror observer organizations are also available at the Bureau for Refugees.
These reports would be summarised by the Secretariat and circulated to all members of

the Committee as well as te interested non-members.
DATED AND VEHUE

79%  The determination of the date and venue of the 19th sessicn was left to the
secretariat it being understood that consuliations would be held between the Bureau for
Refugees and the Bureau cf the Coordineting Committee.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS

80 The Representative of the Lutheran Worle Federation arew the attention of the
Committece to the UL State Department Eeport on Mozambique and requested for its
circulation for the information of members. The Cemmiittee wes informed by the
Secretariat that indeed such a report had been circuletec to all Micmber States of the
CAU during the tism Gession of the CAU council of [inisters. In addition, copies
were made available to the members of the Coordinating Committee and Cbservers
alike. The Committee recomimended that the Commission of 15 on Kefugees should
monitor developricents in this matter.

VISITS TO REFUGEE CAMPS IN NSANJE AND DEDZA DISTRICTS

8l. The members of the Commitiee as well as observers spent two days after the
discussions visiting a nuniber of refugee carips in tiie Nsanje ana Dedza districts of

Melawi. The members and cbservers were accompanied bythe Principal Secretary
in the Ministry of Health, Dr. Kamveanzing, Principal Secretary, Uffice of the Pre-
sigent and Cabinet as well as Party Officials.

! The visits affordec the membes and cbservers the opportunity to assess on the
spct the gravity of the situation facing lialawi. It was observed that in Nsanje district
there were over 2000 new arrivals from Mozambigue in a single day wiiile anocther 5000

arrived in the Iiulange district on the day of the visit to the camps.

83. The problems currently facing Malawi incluac shortage of water supply, and

health as well as educaticnal facilities. It was, however, ocbserved that despite her
own problems Malawi was deterniined to sharc hier own resources with naticnals of a
Sister State. The Committee therefore again appesaled to the internetional Comimunity
0 extend increased assistance to Malewi. Lialawi was commiendea for her generous
and huinanitarian pclicy towaras the refugees.

8l ~fter the visits, and there being no other business, the Committee's work closed on
g June 1988.



