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D R A F T  R E P O R T  O F  T H E  1 8 T H  O R D IN A R Y  SESSIO N  O P T H E  O A U  

C O O R D IN A T IN G  C O M M IT T E E  G U  A S S IS T A N C E  T O  R E F U G E E S  IN  

A F R IC A , M A N G G C H I M A L A W I, 1 -8  J U N E  1988

O P E N IN G

AL

1 . T h e  18  1 o rd in a ry  session o f  th e  O A U  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  on A ss is tance_  j
to  R e fu g ee s  in  A f r ic a  was o f f ic ia l ly  opened on Th u rsd ay  2 J u n e , 1988  by H o n . E .C .J .  

B w a n a li, M P , M in is te r  o f  H e a lth  o f  th e  R e p u b lic  o f  M a la w i, under th e  C h a irm an s h ip  

o f  R ev* D r .  Is m a e l N ck o  o f  th e  L u th e ra n  W o rld  F e d e ra tio n .

2 . In  h is s ta te m e n t , th e  M in is te r , on b eh a lf o f  th e  L ife  P re s id e n t o f  M a la w i,  

N g w a z i D r .  K a m u z u  B an d a , w e lc o io e a  p a r tic ip a n ts  and observers  to  th e  m e e tin g  and  

w ished  th e m  a  happy s ta y  in  M a la w i. H e  Grew th e  a tte n t io n  o f th e  C o m m itte e  to  th e  

e v e r in c rea s in g  n u m b er o f  re fu g e es  in  A f r ic a ,  a  s itu a tio n  th a t  has assum ed a la rm in g  

p ro p o rtio n s . H e  a tt r ib u te d  th e  phenom enon o f  asy lu m -seek in g  to  c iv i l  s t r i fe ,  d ro u g ht  

and fa m in e  on th e  c o n t in e n t*  T h e  M in is te r  re m a rk e d  th a t  because o f  th e  c u r re n t  g lo b a l 

eco n o m ic  c ris is  w h ich  has a d v erse ly  a f fe c te d  th e  c o n tin e n t, A fr ic a  has c o n tin u ed  to  

f in d  i t  m o re  and  m o re  d i f f ic u l t  to  a d e q u a te ly  -c a te r  J o r  th e -n e e d s -o f r e f  ugees.

3 . H e  com m en d ed  th e  w o rk  o f  t;he O A U  C om m ission  o f  15 on R e fu g ee s  and o f  

th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R efu g ees  and p ledged M a la w i's  support fo r  th e  O A U 's  e f fo r ts  in  

fin d in g  d u ra b le  so lu tions  to  th e  p rob lem  o f  R e fu g ee s . T h e  M in is te r  d isclosed th a t  in  

th e  la s t  h a lf  o f  1 9 8 6 , M a la w i e xp erien c ed  in c re a s e d in f lu x e s  o f  re fu g e e s  fro m  M o z a m ­

b ique  in  th e  w a k e  o f  b a n d itry  a c t iv it ie s  w h ich  h ave  co n tin u ed  to  cause u n to ld  hum an  

s u ffe r in g  and e x te n s iv e  d am ag e  to  p ro p e rty . H e  fu r th e r  d isclosed th a t  to  d a te  M a la w i  

is  h o st to  o v e r 500 ,00 0  M o za m b ic a n  re fu g ees  and th is  f ig u re  is in  f a c t  on th e  in c rea se  

as in  o th e r  c o u n trie s  o f  th e  S o u th ern  reg io n .

4 . H e  s ta te d  th a t  p r io r  to  1S 86 , th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  M a la w i w as s o le ly  responsib le  

fo r  th e  c a re  and m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  re fu g e es .

5 . H e  p in p o in te d  la n d  sh o rtage  as one o f  th e  m a in  p rob lem s fa c in g  th e  g o vern ­

m e n t in  its  e f fo r ts  tc  c a te r  fo r  th e  needs o f  th e  re fu g e e s . In  a d d itio n , a  n u m b er o f  

s o c ia l and  eco n o m ic  fa c i l i t ie s  have  been e v e r s tre tc h e d  as a  re s u lt  o f  th e  la rg e  in f lu x  

o f  re fu g e e s  in to  th e  th e  c o u n try . ±£e d is c lc se d J th a t i h e  g o v e rn m e n t o f  M a la w i has



acced ed  to  th e  1S51 U N  C o n ven tio n , its  1967  P ro to c o l on R efu g ees  as w e ll as 

r a t i f ie d  th e  1SSS G A U  C o n ven tio n  G o vern in g  th e  s p e c ific  A sp ects  o f  th e  R e fu g e e  

P ro b le m s .
■' r .  v ■ . ■; '  J \.J

6 .  T h e  M in is te r  p a id  tr ib u te  tc  th e  vario u s  v o lu n ta ry  and o th e r in te rn a tio n a l  

o rg a n is a tio n s  and th e  in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  fo r  th e  various  fo rm s  o f  assistance  

e x te n d e d  to  th e  g o ve rn m en t o f  M a la w i. H e  f in a lly  c a lle d  on th e  O A U  to  ta c k le  th e  

ro o t causes o f  th e  R efu g ee  p ro b lem  in  A fr ic a .
..V-' ..... . . . , -. .. ,,>T h>

7 . T h e  O A U  A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l in  charg e  o f  P o li t ic a l A f fa ir s ,

H .E . A m bassador Y i lm a  Tadesse, in  his s ta te m e n t a lso  w e lc o m ed  p a r tic ip a n ts  and  

observers  to  th e  m e e tin g . He conveyed  th e  re g re t  o f  th e  C A U  S e c re ta ry  G e n e ra l,

M r .  Id e  G u m aro u , fo r  his in a b ility  to  be p resen t in  M a la w i due to  o th e r  e q u a lly  

pressing issues a ffe c t in g  th e  c o n tin e n t. H e  expressed th e  O A U 's  a p p re c ia tio n  and  

than ks  to  th e  L ife  P res id en t and peo p le  o f  M a la w i fo r  th e  generous fa c i l i t ie s  p la c e d  

a t  th e  d isposal o f p a rtic ip a n ts .

8 . A m bassador Y i lm a  Tadesse id e n tif ie d  a p a rth e id  in  South A f r ic a ,  th e  d e s ta b ili­

s a tio n  p o lic ie s  o f  th e  ra c is t  P re to r ia  re g im e , th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  South A fr ic a n  b acked  

a rm e d  b an d its  ana  th e  il le g a l co lon ia l o ccu p atio n  o f  N a m ib ia  as th e  m a in  causes o f  

th e  re fu g e e  p ro b lem  in  S outhern  A fr ic a . Th is  s itu a tio n  has con seq u ently  le d  to

a  h u m a n ita r ia n  cris is  in  S outhern  A fr ic a .

2 . H e  re c o u n te d  th e  e f fo r ts  o f  the O A U  to  address th is  s itu a tio n  in c lu d in g  th e  c a ll  

fo r  th e  conven ing  o f th e  In te rn a tio n a l C o n fe re n c e  on th e  P lig h t o f  R e fu g e e s , R e tu rn e e s  

and D is p la c e d  Persons in  S outhern  A fr ic a  scheduled to  be h e ld  in  O slo , N o rw a y , fro m  

22 to  24 A ugust 1S88.

1 0 . T h e  A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l disclosed th a t  th e  O A U  in  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  U N , 

U N H C R  and U N D P  have s ince la s t y ea r estab lish ed  a  S te e rin g  C o m m itte e  to  d e a l w ith  

a l l  p o lic y  issues re la t in g  to  th e  p repara tio n s  fo r  th e  C o n fe re n c e . H e  ap p e a led  to  th e  

various  N o n -G o v e rn m e n ta l O rg an isa tio n s  to  endeavour to  a tte n d  th e  C o n fe re n c e  a t  

a  v e ry  h igh  le v e l.



1 1 . On th e  O A U  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e , th e  A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l  

re c a lle d  th e  d ec is ion  o f  th e  O A U  C om m ission  o f  15 on R e fu g ee s  to  re v ie w  th e  

ro le  and a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  in  lig h t  o f  th e  co n tin u ed  fa i lu r e  o f  th e  

C o m m ite e  to  c a rry  o u t som e p f its  re sp o n s ib ilit ies  e s p e c ia lly  w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  

fun d in g  o f  th e  o p e ra tio n a l a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s .

1 2 . K e  to u ch ed  on th e  d o cu m e n ta tio n  fo r  th e  m e e tin g  in d ic a tin g  th a t  th e  

d o cu m en ts  d e a l b as ic a lly  w ith  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s  in  

fa v o u r o f  re fu g e es  in  A fr ic a .

IS .  T h e  A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l p a id  t r ib u te  to  M a la w i and th e  o th e r  S o u th ern  

A fr ic a n  co u n tries  fo r  th e ir  d e te rm in a tio n  to  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  needs o f  th e  re fu g e es  

and d isp laced  persons in  th e  re g io n  d esp ite  th e ir  ow n p ro b lem s. In  conclusion , he  

announced th a t  fo llo w in g  th e  v is it  o f  th e  m ission o f  th e  O A U  C o m m issio n  o f  15 on 

R efu g ees  to  M a la w i la s t y e a r and re s u ltin g  fro m  th e  co n cern  o f  th e  O A U  o v e r th e  

p lig h t o f  th e  re fu g e e s  in th e  c o u n try  and th e  burden  p la c e d  on th e  c o u n try , th e  O A U  

had d ec ided  to  m ake  a  f in a n c ia l c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  US$50,CCO to  support th e  e f fo r ts  o f  

th e  g o ve rn m en t o f  M a la w i in p ro v id in g  fo r  th e  e m e rg e n c y  needs o f  th e  re fu g e e s .

1 4 . The A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l aoded th a t  an o f f ic e r  fro m  th e  O A U  B ureau  

fo r  R efu g ees  w ould  soon b e  v is itin g  M a la w i to  consu lt w ith  th e  a u th o r it ie s  on th e  

p o ss ib ility  o f estab lish ing  in c o m e  g e n e ra tin g  p ro je c ts  in  fa v o u r o f  th e  re fu g e e s .

15 . F in a lly , he app ea led  to  in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n iza tio n s  and v o lu n ta ry  agencies

to  in c rease  th e ir  assistance to  M a la w i to  enab le  h e r to  cope m o re  e f fe c t iv e ly  w ith  

th e  re fu g e e  p ro b le m .

16. T h e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  O A U  C o m m issio n  o f  15 on R e fu g ee s , H .E . L t .  G en . B .N .  

M ibenge w ho is a lso  A m bassador o f  Z a m b ia  to  th e  Peop le 's  D e m o c ra tic  R ep u b lic  o f  

E th io p ia , a lso m ade a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  C o m m itte e .

1 7 . On th e  s itu a tio n  in  Southern  A f r ic a ,  A m bassador M ib en g e  assoc ia ted  h im s e lf  

w ith  th e  s e n tim e n ts  expressed by th e  A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l o v e r th e  e v e r  

w orsen ing  s itu a tio n  o f  re fu g ees  in  S outhern  A fr ic a  in  g e n e ra l and in  M a la w i in  p a r t i­

c u la r . H e  r e ite r a te d  th a t  th e  d e n ia l o f hum an and o th e r  basic r ig h ts  by th e  P r e to r ia  

re g im e  has c o n trib u te d  s ig n if ic a n tly  to  t l ie  p ro b lem  o f  re fu g e e s  in  S outhern  A fr ic a .
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1 8 . A m bassador M ib en g e  re v ie w e d  th e  re fu g e e  s itu a tio n  in  A f r ic a  o u tlin in g  th e  

e f fo r ts  o f  vario u s  M e m b e r S ta te s  con cern ed  to  ta c k le  th e  ro o t  causes o f  th e  p ro b le m . 

H e  s p e c if ic a lly  p o in te d  o u t th e  p o s itiv e  d eve lo p m en ts  ta k in g  p la ce  in  E a s te rn  and  

C e n tr a l A fr ic a  and th e  ra p p ro c h m e n t b e tw e e n  th e  p a rtie s  to  th e  c o n f lic t  in  th e  H o rn  

and th e  Sudan. H e  c a lle d  on th e  in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  to  co n tin u e  to  encourage  

these  m oves in  o rd e r to  a c h ie v e  d u ra b le  so lutions  to  t l ie  re fu g e©  p ro b le m  on th e  

c o n tin e n t.

1 9 . T h e  A m bassador f in a lly  expressed th e  g ra titu d e  o f  th e  O A U  to  v o lu n ta ry  and  

in te rn a t io n a l o rg a n iza tio n s  fo r  th e  ass is tance  th e y  c o n tin u e  to  g iv e  to  A f r ic a  and  

a p p e a led  to  th e m  to  in c rea se  th is  ass istance .

2 0 . A f t e r  th ese  s ta te m e n ts , th e  C h a irm a n  th a n ke d  th e  M in is te r , H o n . B w a n a li , 

fo r  sparing  his v a lu a b le  t im e  to  open th e  session. H e , on b e h a lf  o f th e  C o m m itte e  

and observers  req u ested  th e  M in is te r  to  con vey  to  H .E . th e  L i fe  P re s id e n t o f  th e  

R e p u b lic  o f  M a la w i, N g w a s i D r .  K arnusu  B an d a,th e  than ks  and g ra titu d e  o f  th e  

C o m m itte e  fo r  th e  re c e p tio n  a n d  h o s p ita lity  e x te n d e d  to  a l l  p a r tic ip a n ts  and  

o bservers .

c f
E a r lie r  on W ednesday 1 June , m em b ers  o f  th e  C o m m it te e  a n d  o b servers  v is ite d  

C h iu m b a g a m i R e fu g e e  cam p  in  M an g o ch i D is t r ic t .

2 1 . A G E N D A

A f t e r  m in o r am en d m en ts  th e  C o m m it te e , ad o p ted  th e  fo llo w in g  agenda.

1 . O pening

i) S ta te m e n t by H o n . E .C . I .  B w a n a li, M .P .,

M in is te r  o f  H e a lth .

i i )  S ta te m e n t by H .E . A m bassador Y i lm a  Tadesse,

O A U  A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l in  charg e  o f P o li t ic a l A f fa ir s .

i i i )  S ta te m e n t by H .E . A m bassador B .N . M ib en g e ,

C h a irm a n  o f  th e  O A U  C o m m issio n  o f  F i f te e n  on R e fu g ee s .

2 . A d o p tio n  o f proposed agenda

3 . O rg a n iz a tio n  o f  w o rk
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4 . E le c tio n  o f  th e  B u reau  fo r  1 9 8 S /1 8 8 S .

5 . S ta te m e n t o f  o u tg o in g  c h a irm a n .

6 . C o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  re p o r t on th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  O A U  B u rea u  fo r  R e fu g ee s .

7 . P rogress re p o r t  on th e  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  in te rn a tio n a l C o n fe re n c e  on th e

P lig h t o f  R e fu g ee s , R e tu rn e e s  and D isp laced  Persons in  S o u th ern  A fr ic a .

8 . In d iv id u a l re p o rts  on th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f m em bers  o f th e  O A U  C o o rd in a tin g  

C o m m itte e  on A ss is tance  to  R efu g ees .

S. in d iv id u a l re p o rts  on th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f o b server o rg a n iz a tio n /a g e n c ie s  to  th e  

O A U  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  on A ssistance to  re fu g e e s .

10. A n y  o th e r business.

11. V is it  to  som e re fu g e es  cam p s  in  M a la w i. (M A N G C C H I,  N S A N J E  an d  DEDZA
DISTRICTS)

O R G A N IZ A T IO N  O F  W O R K

22. T h e  C o m m itte e  ag reed  to  th e  fo llo w in g  w o rk in g  hours s 
M orn in g  -  0 9 .0 0 - 1 3 .0 0

A fte rn o o n  -  i4 .SQ  -  19 .0 0

E L E C T IO N  O F  T H E  B U R E A U  F O R  198 8 /8 9

® 3 . T h e  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  U n ite d  N ations C o m m iss io n er fo r  N a m ib ia  proposed  

th e  fo llo w in g  o rg an iza tio n s  to  c o n s itu te  th e  Bureau fo r  1 8 8 8 /8 9 . I t  was seconded by  

th e  re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  W o rld  H e a lth  O rg a n isa tio n . T h e  C o m m itte e  u nan im ously  

endorsed th e  proposal-

1 . C h a irm a n  -  M r . B .J .B . M pyis i -  ( IL O )

2 . V ic e -C h a irm a n  -  Bishop C .K . B a m w o s e - A A C C

3. R a p p o rte u r -  M r .  T o m  K a ta ik a  -  C A R IT A S

«/̂o. . .
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2 4 . A f t e r  th e  e le c tio n , th e  o u tgo ing  C h a irm a n , D r .  I .  H o ko  c o n g ra tu la te d  th e  

new  C h a irm a n  and his B ureau  on th e ir  e le c tio n . H e  p a id  t r ib u te  to  th e  g o ve rn m en t  

and p eo p le  o f  M a la w i fo r  th e  ty p ic a lly  A fr ic a n  h o s p ita lity  e x ten d ed  to  re fu g e e s  fro m  

a  s is te r  S ta te . H e  e x h o rte d  th e  c o m m itte e  and th e  C A U  to  c o n tin u e  to  in te r a c t  in  th e ir  

c o m m o n  e f f o r t  to  solvt; th e  p ro b lem  o f  re fu g e e s  in  A f r ic a .  T h e  o u tgo ing  C h a irm a n  n o ted  

w ith  s a tis fa c tio n  th e  steps c u rre n tly  being  d ep loyed  by m e m b er S ta te s  con cern ed  to  ta c k le  

th e  ro o t causes o f  th e  re fu g e e  p ro b lem . T h e r e a f te r ,  th e  re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  U n ite d  

N a tio n s  C o m m iss io n er fo r  N a m ib ia  p a id  a  g lo w in g  tr ib u te  to  D r .  N c k o , fo r  his d e d ic a te d  

s e rv ic e  to  th e  C o m m itte e  and A fr ic a  as a w h o le . H is  personal c o m m itm e n t to  th e  cause  

o f  A fr ic a n  re fu g e e s  ano g e n tle  n a tu re  have e n d eareo  h im  to  th e  e n t ire  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  

C o m m it te e . In  seconding th e  m o tio n , th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  A m n e s ty  In te rn a tio n a l re m a rk e d  

that d u rin g  the p erio d  th a t  D r . H o ko  was Chairman, th e re  w e re  m any p o s itiv e -d ev e lo p m en ts  

on th e  re fu g e e  scene as w e ll as in  th e  f ie ld  o f  hum an rig h ts  on th e  c o n tin e n t. H e  w ished  

D r . H o ko  e v e ry  success in  th e  yea rs  aheao .

./7...
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Progress  R e p o rt  on  th e  A c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g e e s  -

D o cu m e n t B R /C O -C T T E E /7 8  A p r il  1987 -  M a y  1988

2 5 * In  his in tro d u c tio n  o f  th is  ite m , a re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  O A U  S e c re ta r ia t  

re v ie w e d  th e  g e n e ra l re fu g e e  s itu a tio n  in  A f r ic a  s ince th e  C o m m itte e 's  la s t session 

in  M o n ro v ia , L ib e r ia , in  M a rc h , 1 3 8 7 0 The  re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  S e c r e ta r ia t  in fo rm e d  

th e  C o m m itte e  th a t  in  ind ep en d en t A fr ic a  th e re  has been  a  w in d  o f  change b lo w in g  

th ro u g h  th e  re fu g e e  scene in  th e  sense th a t th e re  h ave  been e f fo r ts  by a f fe c te d  

M e m b e r S ta te s  to  ta c k le  th e  ro o t causes o f te h  re fu g e e  p ro b le m . In  th e  H o rn , som e  

M e m b e r S ta te s  th a t  had been  in  c o n f lic t  re su ltin g  in  re fu g e e  in flu x e s  h ave  re c e n tly  

re c o n c ile d  th e ir  d if fe re n c e s  to  th e  p o in t of re s to rin g  d ip lo m a tic  re la t io n s .

2 6 .  T h e  m isu n ders tan a in g  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  s is te r S ta te s  o f  L ib y a  and T ch a d  assum ed  

a new  and p o s itiv e  d im ension  re c e n tly  when th e  fo rm e r  d ec ided  to  recogn ise  th e  g o vern ­

m e n t in  Ild ja m e n a  w ith  a  p ledge  to  re p a tr ia te  C h ad ia n  prisoners  o f  w a r in  L ib y a  to  

th e ir  c o u n try .

25 . In  I lo r th  A f r ic a ,  tw o  s ta te s  w h ich  had been in  c o n f lic t  o ver th e  W e s te rn  S ah ara , 

n a m e ly , A lg e r ia  and M o ro cco  d ec id ed  to  re s to re  d ip lo m a tic  re la t io n s  a f te r  a b re ak  o f  

a lm o st tw e lv e  y e a rs . In  a d d itio n , th e  tw o  S ta tes  have u n d ertak en  to  w o rk  fo r  a d u rab le  

so lu tio n  to  th e  p ro b le m . T h e  re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f th e  S e c r e ta r ia t  d isclosed th a t  a  num ber  

o f Z im b a b w e a n  re fu g e es  in  B o tsw ana  had re g is te re d  tc  re tu rn  hom e fo llo w in g  th e  d e c la ­

ra t io n  o f  a  g e n e ra l a m n es ty  by th e  G o v ern m e n t o f  Z im b a b w e . A  s im ila r  p o s itiv e  d ev e ­

lo p m e n t re la t in g  tc  n e g o tia tio n s  to  end th e  c o n flic t  is c u r re n t ly  u n fo ld in g  in  th e  Sudan.

2 7 ,  H e  n e x t d rew  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  to  th e  com m en d ab le  e f fo r ts  o f  th e  

U ganda G o v e rn m e n t to  b rin g  b ack  hom e h er n a tio n a ls  who have  been  liv in g  in  o th e r  

co u n tries  as re fu g e e s . These p o s itiv e  d eve lo p m en ts , th e  re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f th e  S ecre ­

t a r ia t  re m a rk e d , a re  in  th e  r ig h t  d ire c t io n  and should be encouraged  and sup p o rted  to  

enab le  these  re fu g e es  to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  cou n tries  o f o rig in  so th a t  th e y  can l iv e  n o rm a l 

and d ig n ifie d  liv e s  once ag a in .

• j • • •
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2 9 .  u n  th e  S outhern  A fr ic a n  s itu a tio n , th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  S e c re ta r ia t  r e ite r a te d  

th a t  th e  ro o t cause o f th e  re fu g e e  p ro b lem  in  th is  reg io n  is a p a rth e id  coupled  w ith  P re to ­

ria 's  support fo r  th e  su rro g a te  gangs o p e ra tin g  in , e s p e c ia lly , A n g o la  and M o za m b iq u e .

H e  re m in d ed  th e  C o m m itte e  o f  th e  b ru ta l a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  band its  w h ich  h ave  le f t  

thousands o f  p eo p le  d ead , o th ers  d isp laced  w ith in  and o u ts ide  th e ir  c o u n trie s  o f  o r ig in , 

draw in g  a tte n t io n  o f th e  C o m m itte e  to  th e  re c e n tly  published re p o r t on M o za m b iq u e  by 

th e  US G o v e rn m e n t. l ie  disclosed th a t  c u r re n t ly  th e re  a re  about 6 m illio n  d isp laced  

persons in  S outhern  A fr ic a .

3©^ In  conclud ing  th is  p a r t  o f th e  re p o r t , he app ea led  to  th e  In te rn a tio n a n l C o m m u n ity  

to  b rin g  pressure to  b ear on th e  P r e to r ia  re g im e  to  d is m a n tle  its  a b h o ren t p o lic y  o f  a p a r t ­

h e id , and end its  p o lic y  o f  d e s ta b ilis a tio n  c f  G o v ern em en ts  in  th e  F ro n tlin e  ano  n e ig h b o rin g

S ta te s .

3 1 .  T h e  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  S e c re ta r ia t  th e n  d rew  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  

to  th e  second p a r t  o f  the  R e p o rt w h ich  d e a lt  w ith  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f th e  B ureau  fc r  R e fu ­

gees in  th e  a re a  c f  E du catio n  and tra in in g , R esearch  and P la c e m e n t and In fo rm a tio n  

d issem in atio n .

3 2 *  On E d u c a tio n  and T ra in in g , th e  a tte n t io n  o f th e  C o m m itte e  was o raw n  to  th e  fa c t  

th a t  because c f  la c k  o f funds, th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R efu g ees  has n o t been ab le  to  p ro v ide  

scholarships to  as m any re fu g ees  as i t  w ou ld  have w ished to  do. M em b e r S ta te s  o f  th e  

O A U  h ave  n o t been able  to  p ro v id e  scholarships to  re fu g e es  e ith e r , because o f eco n o m ic  

pro b lem s.

3 3 *  On th e  im p o s itio n  o f econom ic fe e s , th e  C o m m itte e  was in fo rm e d  th a t  th e  C o m ­

m ission o f X 5 on R efugees has ta k e n  up th is  m a t te r  w ith  th e  M e m b e r S ta te s  concerned  

w ith  an a p p e a l to  them  to  w a iv e  these fe e s .

3 4 *  In  th e  a re a  c f  H esearch  and P la c e m e n t, he in fo rm e d  th e  C o m m itte e  o f th e  

research  w o rk  chat had been  c a rr ie d  o u t cu rin g  th e  p erio d  under re v ie w  by th e  B ureau  

fo r  R e fu g ee s  on th e  re fu g e e  s itu a tio n  in tw e n ty  n ine M e m b e r S ta te s . A d d it io n a lly , an  

exe rc is e  is c u r re n t ly  under w ay  to  c a te g o ris e  a l l  O A U  R eso lu tions  d ea lin g  w ith  th e  

re fu g e e  s itu a tio n  in  A fr ic a .
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3 5 . In  c o n n ectio n  w ith  th e  p la c e m e n t o f  re fu g e e s , th e  C o m m itte e  was in fo rm e d  th a t  

a n um ber o f  c o u n tries  w h ich  had p ledged tc  o f fe r  e m p lo y m e n t o p p o rtu n itie s  to  re fu g ees  

have been c o n ta c te d  w ith  an ap p e a l to  th e m  to  e x p e d ite  a c tio n  on th e  p la c e m e n t o f  

q u a lif ie d  re fu g e e s . A d d it io n a lly , th e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ees  has s ince 1S86 fun d ed  a  to ta l  

o f 28 incom e g e n e ra tin g  p ro je c ts  in fa v o u r c f  R e fu g ees  w o rth  U S $ ii2 5 ,2 3 8 .8 2  M e a n w h ile , 

th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s  has in d e n tif ie d  som e o th e r  O A U  M e m b e r s ta te s  w h e re  in ­

com e g e n e ra tin g  p ro je c ts  in  fa v o u r o f re fu g e es  w ould  be es tab lish ed .

3 6 .  On th e  d issem in atio n  o f in fo rm a tio n , th e  C o m m itte e  was in fo rm e d  th a t  th e  

Bureau 's N e w s le tte r  " A fr ic a n  R efugees" re m a in s  th e  m a in  organ  fc r  such an a c t iv i ty .

K e  d rew  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  to  co n s tra in ts  o f  th e  B u reau  fo r  R efu g ees  in  

th is  a re a  o f  re fu g e e  s e rv ic e  because c f  th e s h o rta g e  o f  funos as w e ll  as perso n n el.

3 7 .  T h e  th iro  part o f th e  re p o r t  w h ich  d e a lt  w ith  th e  e f fo r ts  o f th e  B ureau  fo r  

R efu g ee s  to  im p le m e n t recommedationsof th e  la s t session c f  th e  C o m m itte e  d w e lt  on 

such issues as th e  re v ie w  o f th e  M em b ersh ip  o f th e  C o m m it te e , c o n trib u tio n s  to  the 
o p e ra tio n a l bu d get o f  th e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s , th e  need fo r  M e m b e r S ta te s  to  p ro v id e  

P r im a ry  H e a lth  c a re  fo r  R efu g ees  and th e  adm ission o f  th e  A ss o c ia tio n  o f  A fr ic a n  

U n iv e rs itie s  in to  th e  m em b ersh ip  o f th e  O A U  R e fu g e e  Scholarsh ip  C o m m itte e .

3 & . On th e  f in a l  p a r t  o f th e  re p o r t , th e  re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  S e c re ta r ia t  a lso in fo rm e d  

th e  C o m m itte e  o f  th e  envisaged In te rn a t io n a l C o n fe re n c e  on th e  P lig h t o f R e fu g ee s , 

R e tu rn e e s  and B is p a lc ed  Persons in  S outhern  A fr ic a  e n u m e ra tin g  its  o b je c tiv e s  and th e  

p re p a ra to ry  a c t iv it ie s  th a t  h ave  so fa r  been  c a rr ie d  o u t by th e  S te e rin g  C o m m itte e .

3 9 .  T h e  re p re s e n ta t iv e  also in fo rm e d  th e  C o m m itte e  about som e o f  th e  m eetin g s  ano  

con feren ces  th a t  s ta f f  m em b ers  o f  th e  B u reau  fo r  R efu g ees  have p a r t ic ip a te d  in  during  

th e  past y e a r .

4 0 .  In  a  c o m p le m e n ta ry  re p o r t on th e  p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  th e  said  In te rn a tio n a l C on­

fe re n c e , th e  A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry  G e n e ra l in  charg e  o f  P o li t ic a l A f fa ir s  in fo rm e d  th e  

C c m itte e  th a t  vario u s  aspects o f  th e  p re p a ra to ry  a c t iv i t ie s  have in  f a c t  been f in a lis e d  

by th e  S te e rin g  C o m m it te e . These  in c lu d ed  d o c u m e n ta tio n  and th e  a d o p tio n  o f  a  P u b lic  

In fo rm a tio n  P la n , in v ita t io n  to  M e m b e r S ta te s  c f  th e  O A U  and U N  and to  various  

In te rn a t io n a l and N on G c v e rm e n ta l o rg a n iza tio n s .
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4 1 .  T h e  A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l s ing led  o u t th e  ro le  o f  v o lu n ta ry  agencies fo r  

c o m m ed a tio n  and re m a rk e d  th a t  i t  was in  re c o g n itio n  o f  th is  ro le  th a t  th e  S te e rin g  

C o m m itte e  had d ec id ed  to  estab lish  a  C o n ta c t G roup com pris ing  IC V A , IN T E R ­

A C T IO N , F A V D O  and A A C C  to  a r t ic u la te  1 IG O  v iew s  as fa r  as C o n fe re n c e  is 

con cern ed . B esides, iC V A  w ou ld  be m akin g  a s ta te m e n t on b e h a lf o f th e  N G O  

C o m m u n ity , t ie  c o n d u c e d  by ap p ea lin g  tc  in v ite d  N G G s  to  in sure  a  high le v e l and  

e f fe c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  th e  said  c o n fe re n c e .

GENERAL DEBATE

4 2 .  in  th e  d e b a te  th a t  ensued, th e  C o m m itte e  m aoe g e n e ra l re m a rk s , sought and  

o b ta in ed  c la r if ic a t io n s  on vario u s  issues re g ard in g  th e  In te rn a tio n a l C o n fe re n c e .

T h e  C o m m itte e  com m en d ed  th e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ees  fo r  th e  v e ry  in fo rm a t iv e  and  

d e ta ile d  re p o rts . S p e c ia l n o te  was ta k e n  o f th e  Bureau 's  b r i l l ia n t  coverag e  o f th e  

R e fu g e e  S itu a tio n  on th e  C o n tin e n t. T h e  C o m m itte e  also to o k  n o te  w ith  s a tis fa c tio n  

th e  e f fo r ts  being  m ade by C A U  M e m b e r S ta te s  con cern ed  to  ta c k le  th e  ro o t causes  

o f th e  re fu g e e  p ro b lem  on th e  c o n tin e n t and app ealed  to  th e  O A U  C om m ission  o f 15 

on R efu g ees  to  co n tin u e  w ith  th e ir  e f fo r ts  to  help  f in d  d u rab le  s o lu tio n s  to  th e  

R e fu g e e  p ro b le m .

4 3 *  u n  th e  qu estion  o f  E d u c a tio n  and T ra in in g  fo r  re fu g e es  in  A f r ic a ,  an issue th a t  

g e n e ra te d  a  g re a t  d e a l o f  in te re s t  and d e b a te , th e  C o m m itte e  n o ted  th e  in a b ility  

c f  m any o rg a n iza tio n s  to  fund  th e  e c u c a tio n  o f  re fu g e es  because o f  h igh tu it io n  and  

o th e r fee s  ch arg ed  by vario u s  in s titu tio n s  in  som e O A U  M e m b e r S ta te s . In  th e  sam e  

v e in , th e  C o m m itte e  observed th a t  so m etim e s  re fu g e es  h ave  had to  be sen t to  p r iv a te  

schools because th e re  w e re  no vacan c ies  in  g o ve rn m en t e d u c a tio n a l in s titu tio n s  w hich  

charg ed  lo w e r  fe e s .

44« T h e  C o m m itte e  fu r th e r  observed th a t  th e re  w e re  s t i l l  som e O A U  M e m b e r S ta te s  

w hich  co n tin u e  to  c h arg e  eco n o m ic  fees  thus l im it in g  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  o rg an isa tio n s  

to  sponsor m o re  s tu d en ts . B u t a t  th e  sam e t im e , c o u n trie s  w ith in  S o u th ern  A fr ic a  

w e re  n o ted  to  h ave  w a iv e d  eco n o m ic  fees  on re fu g e e s .

45.« T h e  C o m m it te e  expressed co n cern  o ve r th e  fa c t  th a t  m ost o f  th e  t im e  tra in e d  

re fu g e es  can n o t secure  jobs ano expressed th e  hope th a t  M e m b e r S ta te s  o f  th e  O A U ,  

O rg a n iza tio n s  and re fu g e e  serv in g  agencies  w ould  consider p ro v id in g  e m p lo y m e n t to  

such tra in e d  re fu g e e s .

./ll.
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4 6 .  T h e  o b server fro m  th e  F e d e ra l R ep u b lic  o f  N ig e r ia  in fo rm e d  th e  C o m m itte e  

o f a  p ro g ram m e  in  h er co u n try  w h ich  in vo lved  th e  a tta c h m e n t  o f South A fr ic a n  

re fu g ees  to  various  business estab lish m en ts  and p a ra s ta ta ls  to  enab le  th e m  to  acq u ire  

th e  needed s k ills . T h e  s a la rie s  o f  such re fu g e es  a re  n o rm a lly  p a id  by th e  sponsoring  

agencies .

4 7 *  T h e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  C o m m iss io n er fo r  N a m io ia  also has s im ila r  b i la te r a l a rra n g e ­

m en ts , b u t th e  C o m m itte e  f e l t  th e re  should ba a  m echanism  w h e reb y  M e m b e r S ta te s  

could be app ro ach eo  by o th e r o rg an is a tio n s  w ith  s im ila r  e m p lo y m e n t schem es fo r  

re fu g e es .

4 5 .  A n o th e r issue w as th e  need  fo r  re fu g e es  to  be g iven  ed u c a tio n  re le v a n t  to  th e  

e d u c a tio n a l system  o b ta in in g  in  th e ir  c o u n tries  o f o r ig in . In  th e  sam e v e in , w h en ever  

possib le , re fu g e es  should be p laced  in  schools or in s titu tio n s  in  a rea s  c lose to  th e ir  

co u n tries  o f  o rig in  to  a vo id  possible dangers o f  a lie n a t io n .

4 9 *  T h e  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  o f th e  U N H C R  assured th e  C o m m itte e  th a t  his o f f ic e  was  

c o m m itte d  to  p ro v id in g  p r im a ry  ed u c a tio n  fo r  a l l  re fu g e e  c h ild re n . O p p o rtu n itie s  

also e x is te d  w ith in  its  p ro g ram m e  fo r  a d u lt ed u c atio n  and th e  p ro v is io n  c f  h igher 

ed u c a tio n  fo r  d eserv ing  re fu g e e s . R eg ard in g  th e  k ind  c f  p r im a ry  e d u c a tio n  p ro v ided  

tc  re fu g e e s , he s ta te d  th a t  U N H C R  has n o rm a lly  p ro v ided  ed u c a tio n  s im ila r  to  th a t  

o b ta in in g  in  th e  c o u n try  c f  asy lu m . A  n o ta b le  e x c e p tio n  h o w ev e r is th e  c u rre n t  

s itu a tio n  in  M a la w i w h e re  th e  M o za m b ic a n  c u rric u lu m  is being  fo llo w e d  in  cam p  

schools fc r  th e  M o za m b ic a n  re fu g e es ,

5 0 * T h e  O A U  S e c re ta r ia t  c la r i f ie d  th e  p o s itio n  o f  th e  O A U  as fa r  as th e  g ra n tin g  

o f scholarsh ips to  re fu g e es  is c o n cern ed , in d ic a tin g  th a t  need  and th e  a b i l i ty  o f  a 

re fu g e e  to  o b ta in  a job  or be s e lf - r e l ia n t  a f t e r  tra in in g  w e re  som e o f th e  c r i t e r ia  used 

by th e  O A U  in  aw ard in g  scholarships to  re fu g e e s .

. / 1 2 . . .
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E D U C A T IO N  A N D  T R A IN IN G  

O B S E R V A T IO N S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

5 1 .  T h e  c o m m itte e  to o k  n o te  o f  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  th e  

R efu g ees  in  th e  a re a  o f  ed u c a tio n  and tra in in g  o f  re fu g ees  and th e  co n s tra in ts  

fa c e d  by th e  la t t e r  in  th e  p rev is io n  o f m o re  scholarships to  re fu g e es  because o f  

th e  la c k  o f  funds. N o te  was also ta k e n  c f  th e  high tu t io n  and o th e r fees  charged  

to  re fu g e es  in  c e r ta in  M e m b e r S ta te s  o f  th e  O A U . I t  also recogn ised  th e  need fo r  

re fu g e es  to  be g iven  th e  ty p e  o f ed u c a tio n  th a t  w ould  m ake  th e m  s e lf  em p lo yed  or 

e m p lo y a b le . In  th is  con n ectio n  th e  C o m m itte e  R E C O M M E N D E D  :

i) M e m b e r S ta te s  o f th e  O A U  co n cern ed  should consider w a iv in g  eco n o m ic  

fees  in  fa v o u r o f  re fu g e es  \ th e y  should also consider p ro v id in g  p laces  

in  th e ir  e d u c a tio n a l in s titu tio n s  fo r  re fu g e e s . In  th is  re g a rd  th e  C o m m itte e  

app ealed  to  th e  O A U  C om m ission  o f  15 to  pursue these  issues w ith  con cern ed  

M e m b e rs  S ta te s  and to  keep  th e  C o m m itte e  in fo rm e d  o f th e  o u tc o m e .

i i )  Sponsoring o rg an iza tio n s  should con s iaer p la c in g  re fu g e e  s tudents  in  

e d u c a tio n a l in s titu tio n s  w ith  system s th a t  r e la te  to  those o b ta in in g  in  th e ir  

c o u n trie s  o f  o rig in  in  o rd er to  a vo id  possible dangers o f  a lie n a tio n .

i i i )  R e fu g e e  serv in g  o rg a n iza tio n s  should p ro m o te  basic  and  in te g ra te d  ed u c atio n  

fo r  th e  re fu g e es  in  o rd er to  p ro v id e  th e m  w ith  c e r ta in  basic sk ills  w h ich  w il l  

f a c i l i t a te  th e ir  in te g ra tio n  in  th e ir  c o u n tries  o f asylum  and enab le  th e m  to  

f in d  a  p o in t c f  e n try  in to  th e  econom ies o f th e ir  c o u n trie s  o f  o rig in  w hen  

th e y  e v e n tu a lly  re tu rn  h o m e.

iv ) M e m b e r S ta te s  should consider dev is ing  a  w e ll th o u g h t o u t p o lic y  in  th e  p ro ­

v is ion  o f  ed u c atio n  w ith in  th e  fra m e w o rk  o f th e  resources  a v a ila b le  to  

g o ve rn m en ts , b ea rin g  in  m in d  th e  needs o f th e  re fu g e es  as w e ll as th e  m an po w er  

re q u ire m e n ts  o f  M e m b e r S ta te s .

/ 1 3 . . .
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5 2 .  On th e  R esearch  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s , th e  C o m m itte e  

advised th e  B u reau  to  id e n t ify  areas  w h e re  re se arc h  was needed to  f a c i l i t a te  b e t te r  

p o lic y  m ak in g  and p ro g ra m m e  d ev e lo p m en t fo r  re fu g e e s .

5 3 •  T h e  a tte n t io n  o f  th e  S e c re ta r ia t  was d raw n  tc  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  m ade during  
til

th e  IS  o rd in a ry  session c f  th e  C o m m itte e  h e lo  in  H a ra re , Z im b a b w e , c a llin g  upon th e  

B ureau  fo r  R efu g ees  to  m a ke  use o f  th e  vario u s  U n iv e rs itie s  on th e  C o n tin e n t and to  

in v o lv e  th e  re le v a n t  F a c u lt ie s  in  its  re s e a rc h  a c t iv i t ie s .

54.  A  n u m b er o f  o rg an is a tio n s  in fo rm e d  th e  C o m m itte e  o f th e ir  re se arc h  a c t iv i t ie s  

and said  th e y  w e re  p re p a re d  to  c o lla b o ra te  w ith  th e  C A U  B u reau  fo r  th e  R efu g ees  in  

th is  a re a  c f  re fu g e e  s e rv ic e . I t  w as, h o w e v e r, n o teo  th a t  fun d in g  w as v e ry  v i t a l  i f  

in s titu tio n s  in  M e m b e r S ta te s  w e re  to  c a rry  o u t re se arc h  w o rk  fc r  th e  B u reau  fo r  

R efu g ee s .

T h e  A s s is ta n t S e c re ta ry  G e n e ra l in  ch arg e  c f  P o l i t ic a l  A f f a i r s  a lso  disclosed  

to  th e  C o m m itte e  th a t  th e re  w e re  m oves w ith in  his D e p a r tm e n t to  c a rry  o u t research  

w o rk  on vario u s  issues o f  con cern  to  th e  c o n tin e n t in  so fa r  as th is  re se arc h  w o rk  w ould  

be re le v a n t  in  th e  d ischarge  o f  th e  d u ties  assigned to  th e  O A U  S e c r e ta r ia t .  H e  

c a u tio n e d  a g a in s t re se arc h  w h ich  is m e re ly  done fo r  a c a d e m ic  purposes em p h as iz in g  

th a t  re se arc h  w o rk  m ust be p ra c t ic a l and should le a d  to  help  in  th e  unders tan d in g  and  

so lu tio n  o f  p rob lem s fa c in g  th e  C o n tin e n t.

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

R E S E A R C H

./14...
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5 6 . T h e  C o m m itte e  to o k  n o te  o f  th e  ro le  o f N G O s and o th e r agencies  in v o lve d  in  

th e  p rovis ion  o f h u m a n ita r ia n  and d e v e lo p m e n ta l assistance in  A f r ic a .  H o w e v e r , i t  

was fu r th e r  n o ted  th a t  n o t a l l  these  exp erien c es  and w o rk  in  th e  re g io n  a re  s u f f ic ie n t ly  

d o cu m en ted  and  d is se m in ate d . T h e  C o m m itte e  th e re fo re  R E C O M M E N D E D  as fo l lo w s :

i) T h e  w o rk  and e x p e rie n c e  o f  these  agen cies , n a m e ly  th e  w o rk  and e x p e rie n c e  

re g a rd in g  th e  h e a lth  o f  re fu g e es  a n d /o r d isp laced  persons be m o n ito re d , 

d o cu m e n te d , and e v a lu a te d  in  a  s y s te m a tic  m an ner in  a cco rd an ce  w ith  th e  

re le v a n t system (s) o f  th e  c o u n try  con cern ed  and d issem in ated .

i i )  T h e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ees  should, as soon as possib le , c o lle c t  d a ta  and  

e v a lu a te  th e  d if fe r e n t  g o v e rn m e n ta l in fra s tra c tu re s  estab lish ed  w ith in  

M e m b e r S ta te s  tc  address re fu g e e  needs.

i i i )  T h e  ro o t causes o f th e  re fu g e e  p ro b lem  in  S outhern  A fr ic a  and th e  search  fo r  

d u rab le  solutions should be w e ll d o cu m en teo  by th e  G A U /b u re a u  fo r  R e fu g ee s .

iv ) T h e  O A U  B u reau  fc r  R e fu g ees  should consider u n d ertak in g  re se arc h  w o rk  on 

th e  in te g ra tio n  o f re fu g e es  in to  n a tio n a l d ev e ld p m en t p ro g ram m es such as 

e d u c a tio n , h e a lth  c a re  ano e m p lo y e m e n t in d ic a tin g  th e  areas  o f c o n f lic t  and  

c o m p le m e n ta r ity  b e tw e e n  re fu g e e  needs and those o f  n a tio n a ls .

v) In  p u rsu it o f  these  re c o m m e n d a tio n s , th e  C o m m itte e  fu r th e r  R eco m m end ed  

th a t  th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ees  should u tilis e  tn e  e x p e rtis e  o f  th e  U n iv e r ­

s itie s  w ith in  A fr ic a  in  its  re se arc h  a c t iv it ie s .

v i)  T h e  assistance o f m em b ers  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  should be sought in  te rm s  o f 

re se arc h  w o rk  and fu n d in g .

v ii)  T h e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s  should id e n t ify  areas  o f  p r io r ity  fo r  re se arc h  in to  

re fu g e e  s itu a tio n s  ano th e ir  causes anc should c o m m u n ic a te  these  to  th e  

C o m m it te e . T h e  C o m m itte e  in  tu rn  should p ro v id e  th e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ees  

w ith  th e ir  p u b lic a tio n s  on re fu g e es  and th e ir  p lans fo r  in it ia t in g  re se arc h  in to  

these  p r io r ity  a rea s .

•/l5••
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EMPLOYMENT OF REFUGEES/INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES

5 7 .  T h e  C o m m itte e  to o k  n o te  o f th e  d if f ic u lt ie s  th e  B u reau  fc r  R e fu g ee s  con tinues  

to  fa c e  in  securing  e m p lo y m e n t o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  re fu g e es  in  M e m b e r S ta te s  o f th e  

C A U . These  d if f ic u lt ie s , i t  was observed , s tem  fro m  th e  p ro b lem  o f  u n em p lo ym en t  

fa c in g  m ost A fr ic a n  c o u n trie s  but in  som e cases because o f  tn e  d if f ic u lt ie s  in  o b ta in ­

ing w o rk  p e rm its  fo r  re fu g e es  as a lie n s , in  th is  c o n n e c tio n , th e  C o m m itte e  once aga in  

expressed s a tis fa c tio n  w ith  O a U 's p ro m o tio n  and fund ing  o f  in co m e  g e n e ra tin g  p ro je c ts  

in  fa v o u r o f  re fu g e e s .

5 8 .  T h e  C o m m itte e  th e re fo re  RECOMMENDED as fo llo w s  ;

i)  T lie  p ro m o tio n  o f in com e g e n e ra tin g  a c t iv it ie s  should be lin k e d  to  thorough  

m a rk e t research  to  ensure a v a ila b le  and re g u la r  m a rk e ts  fo r  th e  prooucts  

fro m  such p ro je c ts .

i i )  R e fu g e e  serv in g  o rg an isa tio n s  shoulG con s iaer absorbing q u a lif ie d  re fu g e e s , 

w ith  s p e c ia l a tte n t io n  also be g iv en  to  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  a tta c h in g  q u a lif ie d  

re fu g e es  to  th e  p ub lic  o r p r iv a te  sec to rs  in  M e m b e r S ta te s  o f  th e  O A U  in  

o rd er tc  enab le  th e  re fu g ees  to  a c q u ire  th e  necessary  sk ills .

i i i )  M e m b e r S ta te s  should consider issuing w o rk  p e rm its  to  re fu g e es  w ith o u t  

undue c o n s tra in ts .

INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

5 9 .  T h e  C o m m itte e  a p p re c ia te d  th e  c o n s tra in ts  fa c in g  th e  B u reau  fo r  R efu g ees  in  

te rm s  o f  in a d e q u a te  personnel to  m an  th e  in fo rm a tio n  U n it .  C o n s e q u e n tly , th e  

C o m m itte e  RECOMMENDED as fo llo w s  :

i) T h e re  is a c ry in g  need to  in c rease  th e  n um ber o f o ff ic e rs  w ith in  th e  in fo rm a tio n
u n it .

i i )  T h e re  is also th e  need  fo r  re g u l07* exchange o f in fo rm a tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  B u reau  

fo r  R e fu g ee s  and  th e  m em b ers  o f th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  on th e  one hand, 

and b e tw e e n  th e  O A U  B u reau  f o r  R efu g ees  and  o th e r v o lu n ta ry  o rg a n iza tio n s  

on th e  o th e r hand.

i i i )  T h e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s  should u p d ate  its  m a ilin g  l is t  in  o rd e r to  w id en  th e  

a re a  o f c irc u la t io n  c f  its  N e w s le tte r  " A fr ic a n  R e fu g ee s" .

« / l 6 . „ .
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6 0 .  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  T H E  P L IG H T  O F  R E F U G E E S ,

R E T U R N E E S  A N D  D IS P L A C E D  P E R S O N S  IN  S O U T H E R N  A F R IC A

6l *  On th e  fo r th c o m in g  In te rn a t io n a l C o n fe re n c e , th e  C o m m itte e  a p p re c ia te d  th e  

re c o g n itio n  g iven  to  th e  ro le  o f N G O 's  by th e  O A U . C la r if ic a t io n  w as sought and  

o b ta in ed  as to  th e  ven u e , ft G O  p a r t ic ip a tio n  and d o c u m e n ta tio n .

6 2 .  T h e  C o m m itte e  n o te c  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  C o n fe re n c e  to  N G O 's  and w ondered  

w h e th e r th e re  w ou ld  be a fo ru m  fo r  N G G  in te ra c t io n  during  th e  C o n fe re n c e . T h e  

A ss is tan t S e c re ta ry  G e n e ra l who had e a r l ie r  b r ie fe d  th e  C o m m itte e  d rew  its  a tte n t ie n  

to  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  C o n fe re n c e  w ou ld  la s t  on ly  3 days; thus , its  d u ra tio n  does n o t a llo w  

fo r  e xh au s tive  exchange c f  v iew s  am ong th e  N G O 's . H e , h o w e v e r, assured th e  C o m m itte e  

th a t  th e  v iew s  o f  th e  N G O 's  w ould  be p ro p e rly  a r t ic u la te d  by IC V A  w h ich  w ould  be 

addressing th e  C e n fe re n c e  on b e h a lf  o f th e  N G G  c o m m u n ity .

6 3 .  O n th e  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  envisaged  C o n fe re n c e  and 1 C A R A  I I ,  th e  C o m m itte e  

was in fo rm e d  th a t  w h ereas  th e  la t t e r  d e a lt  w ith  re fu g e es  on th e  w h o le  c o n tin e n t and was  

a  p ledg ing  C o n fe re n c e , th e  fo r th c o m in g  C o n fe re n c e  w ould  address a  new  and s p e c ific  

p rc b lem  w ith in  one o f  tn e  sub-regions  o f th e  c o n tin e n t, and besides, i t  was n o t a  p ledg ing  

C o n fe re n c e  as such.

6 4. T h e  C o m m itte e  to o k  n o te  o f th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  said  In te rn a tio n a l C o n fe re n c e  

n o t on ly  to  A f r ic a  b u t aiso to  th e  in te rn a t io n a l c o m m u n ity  in c lu d in g  N o n -G o v e rn m e n ta l 

O rg a n is a tio n s . I t  a lso to o k  n o te  w ith  s a tis fa c tio n  th e  ro le  assigned to  th e  N G G  com ­

m u n ity  in  th e  C o n fe re n c e .

6 5. In  l ig h t  o f  th e  above o b serva tio n s , th e  C o m m itte e  R E C O M M E N D E D  as fo llo w s  :

i) N o n -G o v e rn m e n ta l O rg a n is a tio n s  should p a r t ic ip a te  e ffe c t iv e ly  and a t  high  

le v e l in th e  said  In te rn a t io n a l C o n fe re n c e .

ii)  N o n -G o v e rn m e n ta l O rg a n isa tio n s  should consider in c reas in g  th e ir  assistance  

to  re fu g e e s  and d isp lacec  persons as w e ll as th e  c o u n trie s  o f  asy lu m .

./l'7
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE GAU COORDINATING COMMITTEE/
FUNDING OF OPERATIONAL BUDGET OF 

THE BUREAU FOR REFUGEES

6 5 .  On th e  dec is ion  c f  th e  O A U  C om  m ission o f  .15 on R efu g ees  to  open up th e  M e m b e r­

ship o f th e  C o m m itte e  to  new  M em b e rs , th e  C h a irm a n  g ave  a  background  le ad in g  te  th e  

d ec is io n , borne o f  th e  issues he stressed w e re  :

i) th e  in a b ility  o f th e  B u reau  fo r  R efu g ees  to  c a rry  o u t its  o p e ra tio n a l a c t iv it ie s  

due to  la c k  o f funds; and

ii)  th e  fa ilu r e  o f  th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  to  fund  e v e r th e  years  budgets w h ich  

i t  hac its e lf  h e lpeo  to  p re p a re .

6 6 .  A f t e r  these  p re lim in a ry  re m a rk s  by th e  C h a irm a n , a  n u m b er o f d e leg a tio n s  w ondered  

w hy th e  B u reau  had n o t p re p a re d  a p ro g ra m m e  o f a c t iv it ie s  fo r  p re s e n ta tio n  to  th e  C o m ­

m it te e .  Such a  p ro g ra m m e , th e y  op ined , w ould  h ave  assisted th e  C o m m itte e  in  re ac h in g

c e r ta in  decisions e sp e c ia lly  on th e  p ro v is io n  o f funds fo r  th e  o p e ra tio n a l a c t iv it ie s  o f th e  

B u reau .

6 7 •  in  re a c tio n  to  th is  o b se rva tio n , th e  S e c r e ta r ia t  in fo rm e d  th e  C o m m itte e  th a t  th is  

app ro ach  had , in d eed , been th e  p ra c t ic e  in  th e  past; b u t because o f  th e  chron ic  fa ilu r e  

o f th e  C o m m itte e  to  even  consider c o n tr ib u tin g  th e  m in im u m  to  th e  budget o f th e  B u reau , 

th e  p ra c t ic e  has had to  be s topped.

T h e  S e c r e ta r ia t  fu r th e r  re c a lle d  its  f ru s tra t io n  o ve r th is  m a t te r  and th e  dec is ion  

o f th e  O A U  C o m m issio n  o f 15 on R efu g ees  to  reco m m e n d  to  th e  O A U  C o u n c il o f M in is te rs  

th e  e s tab lish m e n t o f a S p e c ia l R e fu g e e  C o n tin g e n c y  Fund to  enab le  th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  

R efu g ees  to  c a rry  o u t its  o p e ra tio n a l a c t iv i t ie s . T h is  F und, i t  w as e x p la in e d , am o u n ted  

to  1%  o f th e  to t a l  bu d get o f  th e  O A U  in  any g iv en  y e a r . T h e  expenses re la te d  to  th e  

a w a rd  c f  scholarships to  re fu g e e s , th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  in c o m e  g e n e ra tin g  p ro je c ts  as 

w e ll as th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f th e  N e w s le tte r  : " A fr ic a n  R efu g ees"  h av e  a l l  been  m e t fro m  

th is  Fu n d.

6 9 . In  a  c o lla b o ra tiv e  s ta te m e n t , th e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  O A U  C o m m iss io n  o f 15 on 

R efu g ee s  endorsed th e  S e c re ta r ia t 's  in fo rm a t io n . H e  added th a t  in d eed  th e  C om m ission  

a t  one p o in t a lm o s t to o k  a d ec is ion  to  abolish  th e  C o m m itte e  a lto g e th e r . H o w e v e r , such

. / . 1 8 . .
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a d ec is ion  w as postponed pending th e  subm ission o f a  re p o r t oby a S u b -C o m m itte e  o f  

th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  on th e  w h o le  question  o f fund  ra is in g  to  m e e t th e  o p e ra tio n a l 

needs o f  th e  B ureau  fc r  R e fu g ee s .

7 9  • C n  th e  le g a l p o s itio n  w ith  re g a rd  to  fund  ra is in g  or c o n trib u tio n s  tc  th e  o p e ra tio n a l 

buoget o f th e  B u reau , th e  C a h irm a n  f e l t  th a t  in  th e  u d n ers tan a ing  o f  th e  C om m ission  o f  

15 on R e fu g ee s , i t  was p a r t  o f  th e  re s p o n s ib ility  o f th e  C o m m itte e  to  c o n tr ib u te  tc  

th e  o p e ra tio n a l budget o f  th e  B u reau . H e  re m in d ed  th e  C o m m itte e  th a t  th e  C om m ission  

w as s t i l l  e x p e c tin g  th e  S u b -C o m m itte e 's  R e p o rt.

71 .  T h e  C h a irm a n  also ra ised  a  n u m b er o f  issues re la te d  to  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f th e  

reco rn m en o a tio n s  o f  th e  p rev ious  session o f th e  C o m m itte e , n a m e ly , th e  fa i lu r e  o f  th e  

S e c r e ta r ia t  to  p re se n t d ocum ents  to  th e  C o m m itte e  a  m onth  or so in  advan ce  as had been  

d ire c te d  and th e  absence o f  a  l is t  in d ic a tin g  th e  in v ite d  ob server o rg an is a tio n s .

7 2 .  T h e  C h a irm a n  o f th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  in  re a c c t io n  to  th e  q u eries  ra ise d  by 

th e  C h a irm a n  o f th e  C om m ission  c f  15 on R e fu g ee s , s ta te d  th a t  th e  S u b -C o m m itte e  m e t  

once s ince its  e s ta b lis h m e n t b u t had n o t y e t  c o m p le te d  its  w o rk . T h e  C o m m it te e , th e re ­

fo r e , d ire c te d  th a t  th e  S u b -C o m m itte e  should co n tin u e  w ith  th e  e xe rc is e  to  enab le  i t

to  w o rk  o u t m o d a litie s  on how funds cou ld  be ra ised  fc r  th e  o p e ra tio n a l a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  

B u reau . T h e  C o m m itte e  also req u ested  th e  S u b -C o m m itte e  to  re p o r t  to  i t  d uring  its  

n e x t session.

73* T h e  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  A l l  A fr ic a  C o n fe re n c e  o f  C h urch es , H is  Lordsh ip  Bishop  

B w a m w o se , in  a so lem n s ta te m e n t d rew  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  to  th e  serious  

n a tu re  o f th e  re fu g e e  s itu a tio n  in  A f r ic a .  H e  to o k  n o te  o f  th e  e f fo r ts  o f th e  vario u s  

o rg a n iza tio n s  in c lu d in g  th e  O A U  to  ta c k le  th is  p ro b lem  o f re fu g e es  in  A f r ic a .  In  th is  

c o n n e c tio n , he em phasised th e  need  to  m a in ta in  th e  O A U  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  as 

an o p e ra tio n a l organ  ano p a r tn e r  o f th e  O A U . H e , th e re fo re , a p p ea led  tc  b o th  bodies to  

c o n tin u e  to  stress th e  fa c to rs  th a t  u n ite  th e m  in  th e ir  com m on e f f o r t  to  serve  A fr ic a 's  

re fu g e es  and d isp laced  persons. T h e  tw o  bodies, he o b served , needed  each  e th e r  and th a t  

th e  channels  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  bodies shoulo a lw ays  be k e p t open. 

F o llo w in g  th is , th e  C o m m itte e  endorsed th e  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  A A C C .

./l9...
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7 4 *  T h e  C o m m itte e  also n o ted  th e  e f fo r ts  o f th e  S u b -C o m m itte e  estab lish ed  to  w o rk  

o u t m o d a litie s  fo r  ra is in g  funds to  support th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  O A U  B u reau  fc r  R e fu g ee s .

I t  a lso to o k  n o te  o f th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  tas k  assigned to  th e  s u b -c o m m itte e  had n o t y e t  been  

c o m p le te d . I t  re g re t te d  th e  absence o f  a w o rk  p ro g ram m e  fro m  th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  

R efu g ees  w h ich  w o u ld  h ave  enab led  th e  C o m m itte e  to  consider c o n tr ib u tin g  to  som e c f  

th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f th e  B u reau .

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

7 5 ,  T h e  C o m m it te e , thus , R E C O M M E N D E D  as fo llo w s  s

i) T h e  s u b -c o m m itte e  should c o n tin u e  w ith  its  w o rk  and re p o r t  to  th e  n e x t m e e tin g  

o f th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e .

i i)  T h e  O A U  should p ro v id e  a  p ro g ra m m e  c f  w o rk  in d ic a tin g  th e  f in a n c ia l im p li­

ca tio n s  and p re se n t such a w o rk  p ro g ram m e  to  th e  n e x t m e e tin g  o f  th e  C o o rd i­

n a tin g  C o m m itte e  fo r  c o n s id era tio n .

in  th is  re g a rd , th e  ass istance  and a d v ic e  o f  m em b ers  o f th e  B u reau  o f th e  

C o m m itte e  re s id e n t in  A ddis  A b ab a  should be sought.

i i i )  Those m em b ers  o f  th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  w ho have th e  m eans to  c o n tr i­

b u te  to  th e  o p e ra tio n a l budget o f th e  B ureau  fo r  R e fu g ees  should c o n tin u e  to  do

so. F u r th e rm o re , th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ees  should w r i te  o f f ic ia l ly  tc  a l l
" til

o rg an is a tio n s  th a t  p a r t ic ip a te d  as observers  in  th e  10 O rd in a ry  Session c f  

th e  C o m m it te e  in v it in g  th e m  to  consider b ecom ing  m em b ers  o f th e  C o m m it te e .

These  o rg an is a tio n s  should be p ro v id ed  w ith  th e  R u les  o f  P ro c ed u re  o f  th e  O A U  C o o rd i­

n a tin g  C o m m itte e  as w e ll  th e  c r i t e r ia  fo r  m em bersh ip  o f th e  O A U  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  

to  en ab le  th e m  to  m ake  up th e ir  m inds on th e  question  o f  m em b ersh ip  o f  th e  C o m m it te e .  

T h is  m a t te r  w il l  be ta k e n  up by th e  .C o m m itte e  a L i ts  n e x t_ s e s s io n J n l9 6 S .

. / 2 0 . . .



2 0

A F R IC A N  C H A R T E R  O N  H U M A N  A N D  P E O P L E S  R IG H T S

7 6 .  T h e  C o m m itte e  to o k  n o te  w ith  s a tis fa c tio n  th e  e n try  in to  fo rc e  in  O c to b e r 1988  

o f th e  A fr ic a n  C h a r te r  on H u m an  and Peoples ' R ig h ts , th e  e le c tio n  o f  th e  A fr ic a n  

C om m ission  on H u m an  and Peoples ' R ig h ts  and th e  dec is ion  by th e  A ssem bly  o f  H eads o f  

S ta te  and G o v e rn m e n t o f  th e  O A U  tc  estab lish  a  S e c r e ta r ia t  o f  th e  C om m ission  in  B an ju l, 

G a m b ia . T h e  C o m m itte e  th e re fo re  R E C O M M E N D E D  t h a t :

i) th e  O A U  C om m ission  should co n tin u e  tc  urge M e m b e r S ta te s  th a t  have  not 

y e t  done so to  consider r a t i fy in g  th e  said c h a r te r  and to  a d h ere  s t r ic t ly  to  

th e  provisions o f  th e  saio c h a r te r ;  and

ii)  th e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s  should consider m akin g  a v a ila b le  to  th e  C o m m itte e  th e  

re p o rts  o f  th e  H u m an  and Peoples ' R ig h ts  C om m issio n .

7 7 *  A t  th e  end o f th e d e b a te  and fo llo w in g  th e  O b servatio n s  and R ec o m m e n d a tio n s , 

th e  C o m m itte e  ad o p ted  th e  R e p o rt c f  th e  B ureau  fo r  R efu g ees  fo r  th e  p erio d  A p r il  1987  

to  M a y  1988.

R E P O R T  O F  IN D IV ID U A L  M E M B E R S  O F  

T H E  C O M M IT T E E  A N D  O B S E R V E R S

M em b e rs  o f th e  C o m m itte e  and O bservers  p re se n te d  in d iv id u a l re p o rts  on th e  

a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e ir  o rg an is a tio n s  in  fa v o u r o f re fu g e e s . T h e  said  re p o rts  w e re  c irc u la te d  

am ong m e m b er o rg an is a tio n s  and a re  a v a ila b le  a t  th e  O A U  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s .

R e p o rts  fro m  o b server o rg an is a tio n s  a re  a lso  a v a ila b le  a t  th e  B u reau  fo r  R e fu g ee s .

These re p o rts  w o u ld  be sum m arised  by th e  S e c re ta r ia t  ano c irc u la te d  to  a l l  m em b ers  o f  

th e  C o m m itte e  as w e ll as to  in te re s te d  n o n -m e m b ers .

D A T E D  A N D  V E N U E

T h e  d e te rm in a tio n  Gf th e  d a te  and venue o f  th e  1 8 ^ ' session was l e f t  to  th e  

s e c re ta r ia t  i t  be ing  understood th a t  co n su lta tio n s  w ou ld  be h e ld  b e tw e e n  th e  B u reau  fo r  

R efu g ees  and th e  B u reau  o f  th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e .

. / 2 1 . . .
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8 U . T h e  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  L u th e ra n  W o rld  F e d e ra tio n  o rew  th e  a tte n t io n  o f th e  

C o m m itte e  to  th e  U S S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t R e p o rt on M o za m b iq u e  and re q u ested  fo r  its  

c irc u la tio n  fo r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o f m em b ers . T h e  C o m m itte e  was in fo rm e d  by th e  

S e c re ta r ia t  th a t  in d eed  such a  re p o r t had been  c irc u la te d  to  a l l  M e m b e r S ta te s  o f th e  

O A U  during  th e  Session o f  th e  O A U  c o u n c il o f M in is te rs . In  a d d itio n , copies  

w e re  m ad e  a v a ila b le  to  th e  m em b ers  o f  th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  and O bservers  

a lik e . T h e  C o m m itte e  reco m m en d ed  th a t  th e  C o m m issio n  o f 15 on R efu g ees  should  

m o n ito r d e v e lo p m en ts  in  th is  m a t te r .

V IS IT S  T O  R E F U G E E  C A M P S  IN  N S A N J E  A N D  D E D Z A  D IS T R IC T S

£ 1 *  T h e  m em b ers  o f th e  C o m m itte e  as w e ll as observers  spent tw o  days a f te r  th e  

discussions v is itin g  a nu m b er o f re fu g e e  cam ps in  th e  N san je  ano D e d z a  d is tr ic ts  o f  

M a la w i. T h e  m em b ers  ano observers  w e re  a c c o m |a a n i^ j b yth e  P r in c ip a l S e c re ta ry  

in  th e  M in is try  o f H e a lth , D r .  K a rn v a n z in a , P r in c ip a l S e c re ta ry , O f f ic e  o f  th e  P re ­

s id en t and C a b in e t as w e ll as P a r ty  O f f ic ia ls .

32
f T h e  v is its  a ffo rd e d  th e  m em bes and observers  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  assess on th e  

spot th e  g ra v ity  o f  th e  s itu a tio n  fa c in g  M a la w i. I t  was observed th a t  in  N san je  D is tr ic t  

th e re  w e re  o ve r 2GC0 new  a rr iv a ls  fro m  M o za m b iq u e  in  a s ing le  day w h ile  a n o th e r 5000  

a rr iv e d  in  th e  M u lan g e  d is tr ic t  on th e  day o f  th e  v is it  to  tn e  cam ps.

8 3 .  T h e  p ro b lem s c u r re n t ly  fa c in g  M a la w i in c lu d e  sh o rtage  c f  w a te r  supply, and  

h e a lth  as w e ll as e d u c a tio n a l fa c i l i t ie s .  I t  w as, h o w e v e r, observed  th a t  d es p ite  her  

ow n prob lem s M a la w i was d e te rm in e d  to  share  h er ow n resources  w ith  n a tio n a ls  o f  a  

S is te r S ta te . T h e  C o m m itte e  th e re fo re  aga in  app ea led  to  th e  in te rn a tio n a l C o m m u n ity  

to  e x te n d  in c reased  ass istance  to  M a la w i. M a la w i was com m en d ed  fo r  h e r generous  

and h u m a n ita r ia n  p o lic y  to w ard s  th e  re fu g e e s .

f t e r  th e  v is its , and th e re  b eing  no o th e r business, th e  C o m m itte e 's  w o rk  c losed on

8 «Juri<£ 198 Bo

A N Y  O T H E R  BUSINESS


