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State President F.W de Kierkis speech at the resunption of the
pariiamentary session today. 12th October 1992. once agai n denonstrated
his remarkabie inability to rise to the occasion. Rather than seizing the
opportunity to point the cauntry’ s way out of the crisis his governnent
has plunged us into. he used it instead to rehash the weH known positions
of the National Party, dressing themup as a consensus reached anong the
parties engaged in negotiations.

White not calling into question de Klerkts right, as |eader of the Nationa
Party, to set out in clear ternms the policies his party will pursue in
negoti ations. South Africa requires a statesmanlike rel egation of narrow
party political considerations.

The State President’s indul gence of his MCarthyite proclivities was as
undignified as it was puerite. That he and nenbers of his party stil
entertain the vain hope of sewing tension in the ANC by targeting those of
its menmbers who are Communi sts betrays a naivete that is |aughable.

Ot greater significance is the el aboration of the National Party’s
objectives in the negotiation process. It remamins our viewthat the

Nati onat Party’s el eventh hour conversion to the politics of federalismis
a device to conceal their intention of clinging to power despite the verdict
of a denocratic etection. Equally de Klerk’s insistence on
constitutionality wouid be nmore convincing if the NPs track record
denonstrated any real commtnent to a government based on | aws. There

are very few parties in South Africa that require instruction in
denocratic politics fromthe NP

de Kierk is disingenuous in his attenpt to sell the notion of "specia
increased najorities" as a universaily accepted practice. In the first
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pi ece every previous South African constitution has been enacted by a
sinmple mpjority; secondly, the principle of a specta! mpjority.
conventionally a two thirds majority, is applicable to the amendnent of
constitution: and not their endorsenment. Spokespersonb for the Nationa
Party have repeated this msrepresentation too often for it to be all owed
to pass wi thout conmment.

The ANC is pleased to note the State President’s comrmitnent to renove

the remaini ng obstacles to resuned negotiations. A good starting point
woul d be to address the hundreds of repressive |aws that deprive South
Africans of the civil liberties other people take for granted. The need for
ei ther underground activities or arned struggle would never have arisen it
the present governnent had not systematically whittled away the rights

of the people. Peaceful political activity, whether undertaken by

i ndividuals or large collectives, as a basic civil liberty cannot be
conprom sed. We shall continue to insist upon it.

State President de Klerk’e address contained littie that was new At a tinme
when South Africa cries out for bold and inaginative | eadership he seens

i ncapabte of meeting the demands of the noment.

The ANC wi Il make a mere consi dered assessnent, after futler study of

de Kterk’s address, during the ceurse of this week.

| ssued by: The Departnent of Information and Publicity,

P. 0. Box 61884. Marshalltown 2107, Johannesburg.
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pl ace every previous South African constitution has been enacted by a
sinpte mpjority; secondty, the principle of a special mgjority,
conventionatty a two thirds najority, is appticable to the amendnent of
constitutiens and not their endorsement. Spokespersons for the Nationat
Party hate repeated this msrepresentation too often for it to be atl owed
to pass Wthout conment.

The ANCE is pteased to note the State President’s commtnent to renobve

the temaiining obstacles to resuned negotiations. A good starting point
wout d be; to address the hundreds of repressive |aws that deprive South
Africans pt the civil liberties other people take for granted. The need for
ei ther unidergrcund activities or arned struggle woui d never have arisen if
the presient governnent had not sy-stgmaticattthhittted away the rights

bf thb’ peobte. P&8bful’ politicat actiVi'tY;t-’'Wether undertaken by

i ndividuats or large coltecttves. as a basic civil liberty cannot be
conpromi sed. W shall continue to insist upon it.

State Prgfsident de Kterkts address contained little that was new At a tinme
when Sobth Africa cries out for bold and inaginative | eadership he seens
tncapabtq of neeting the demands of the nonent.

The ANCI witl nake a nore considered assessnent, after futter study of
de Kterk's addtess, during the course of this week.
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