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NOTE: THESE A

SCRAPS.

NOTE VERY BE

LECTURE.

Once upon a time, before

combined assault of neo-liberal certainty and post-modernis

vagary, there lived a quaint people who believed in the

capacity of all human beings for goodness. These curious

folk thought it was worthwhile to try to build a land in

which caring was more important than acquiring. They even

considered that it was a compliment and not a sneer to be to

be said to possess high ideals.

Iam sure there are many of them in thisshall," old and yeung

survivors of that age.

We buried many of our comrades in far away countries. They

should be honoured as patriots in a suitable way, their

bodies returned to South African soil if their familiesiso

wish, or their lives honoured in some other manner. Our

country has many memorials and well-tended war graves, but

not one that relates to anyone who fell in the struggle

against apartheid.

Bram Fischerâ\200\231s ashes are still entombed in a prison yard.

They should be freed to be scattered on the Free State soil

that he lovediso much.

We have many people, old and young, who left their studies

and their jobs, separated themselves from their families, to

join MK and, as they saw it and I see it, fight for freedom

in their land. Just as the ex-service men and women who

fought against Hitler received gratuities, housing grants

and special support to make up for missed education, so

should arrangements be made to recognise the years of risk

and dedication spent in the service of MK.

Our movement drew its strength from the fact that it was

broadly based. Every philosophy of struggle, from passive

resistance to armed confrontation with the state, has been
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represented in it. The central theme has always been the

importance of achieving basic democratic rights for

everybody and moving swiftly to tackle the enormous

inequalities created by apartheid. Those were our pre-

occupations then, znd they should be our concerns now.
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