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Political hopes

AMID major political develop-
ments last year, trade unions,
after a two-year lull in strike ac-
tion, leapt into a scenario of mass
spontaneous uprising with higher
expectations and renewed shop-
floor confidence in challenging em-
ployers.

' The February unbanning of the
ANC, PAC and SACP and the re-
lease of Nelson Mandela ushered in
' a militant mood and a ‘strong spirit
of optimism. Mass marches, rallies,
stayaways and demonstrations
were seen in every province.

It was in this euphoric climate,
coupled with mass political mobili-
sation, that worker expectations in-
creased and, consequently, industri-
al action escalated.

Evidently, workers believed they
would have more bargaining power
in a less repressive climate, thus
becoming more assertive on. the
shop-floor and reviving Cosatu’s liv-
ing-wage campaign, which seemed
to have subsided.

The length of strikes at OK Ba-
zaars, Southern Suns, Nampak and
Zebedelia Citrus Estate (between 40
and 87 days) bore testimony to
workers’ confidence and militancy.

Nactu’s National Union of Wine,
Spirit and Allied Workers, with no
previous strike history, held out for
34 days in a national wage strike.

Workers in the public sector and
parastatals too, though not well or-
ganised, joined the strike wave.,

Thousands of teachers took to the
streets in a significant demonstra-
tion which forced the Government
to grant teachers’ unions some rec-
ognition and opened negotiations on
such matters as salary scales and
job security.

Hospitals, post offices, municipal-
ities and railways were hit by
major strikes.

Attempts to include public sector
employees in the Labour Relations
Act added impetus to their actions.

Some unionists say the high level
of industrial action was also due to
Cosatu’s move away from the cen-
tre stage of politics — a role it had
assumed when political organisa-
tions were banned in 1988. ]

While the political changes may
have raised expectations of a post-
apartheid dividend, employers ar-
gued that the average 14,5 percent
inflation rate and a declining econ-

omy made union wage demands “ri

Four million ‘man-days’
were lost last year as a
consequence of strike ac-
tion alone — a 25 percent
increase  over 1989.

SHAREEN SINGH looks at
the context in which indus-
trial action took place.

diculously high.”

Despite hardened management
attitudes, soaring retrenchments
and a poor economic climate, union
militancy was not crushed.

But towards the latter part of
last year, violence on the se-
verely affected the union move-
ment. With their lives at stake,
union members were forced to en-
gage in a more urgent battle to de-
fend themselves, over and above
their wage struggle.

Clashes in the community had
spread to the shop-floor, effectively
weakening union strategies.

Several strikes had been aborted
as union members became the tar-
gets of warring factions.

In Sebokeng, 19 members from
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the National Union of Metalworkers
were killed. They were on strike at

‘the time at Union Steel Corpora-

tion. Several Iscor workers were
also killed shortly before the union
had planned to go on a legal wage
strike.

Cosatu accused employers of
using the violence to crush workers’
militancy.

The federation had to focus much
of its attention on the violence and
on defending its members.

A marked increase in violence
between strikers and non-strikers,
or scabs, was also a major problem
with unions once again attacking
employers for ignoring their warn-
ing of the dangers of employing
“scab” labour.

Touching on this issue, Cosatu’s
Workers Charter Conference in No-
vember agreed that a new constitu-
tion should include a demand for no
dismissals and no “scabs” during
procedural strikes.

A significant deveaopment last

was the Cabinet’s acceptance
of the Cosatu/Nactu/Saccola (CNS)
accord on the Labour Relations Act
(LRA). The labour federations and
the employer body accepted this as

strike

pirit

a victory after more than two years
of campaigning for changes to the
LRA

But for Cosatu and Nactu the
campaign around the LRA does not
end here. The federations say many
other worker-rights battles still
have to be won: in particular, trade
union rights for all workers and the
extension of labour legislation to
the bantustan homelands. Although
the CNS accord makes provision for
civil servants, domestic workers
and farm workers, the Government
is still resisting this.

Also significant was the federa-
tions participation in the National
Manpower Commission — a defi-
nite shift in their firm position
against participating in state struc-
tures. Labour ultants believe
this has set a precedent for future
relations between government
structures and the federations.

With well over 70 000 workers re-
trenched last year and massive re-
trenchments in the pipeline this
year, unions will focus attention on
job security, improved retrench-
ment packages, training, restruc-
turing of companies and disclosure °
of company figures. O
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|over economic

HE Congress of South

African Trade Unions’ de-

mand for the formation of

an economic forum to deal
with economic issues in the transi-
tion to a non-racia] democracy, a
call which tended to be submerged
in the furore surrounding this
anti-VAT strike, has
paved the way for a new battle
front between Pretoria and the
ANC-SACP-Cosatu alliance over
control of the economy,

In the strike’s th, Cosatu and
its anti-VAT allies threatened “sys-
tained action” over VAT, but debate
within the alliance js pointing increas-
ingly towards an even more fundamen-
tal showdown with government on
overall economic policy.

Cosatu, has expressed fears that the
Government is hastily restructuring
the economy to protect the interests of
whites, and ensure that a new, non-ra-
cial government would not be able to
meet the economic needs of the under-
privileged majority.

Jay Naidn:nod said: “By mtructuﬂnig
the economy uring a period of trans;-
tion, the Government is trying to en-
sure that the democratic movement
enters political negotiations with one
arm tied behind its back. This is unac-
ceptable to us.”

The roots of the union drive for a
macro-economic negotiating forum, or
an economic policy forum, lie in last
year’s watershed tripartite agreement
between Cosatu, the National Council
of Trade Unions, employers and the
State on new labour legislation,

Parties to the agreement acknow-
ledged the need to “discuss, in an ap-
propriate forum, the impact of labour
relations issues on the economy”,

In the interim, Cosatu and allied or-
ganisations have moved with speed to
formulate their proposals for an eco-
nomic forum, but not before dealing
with some prickly tactical questions
raised by the concept of such a forum,

Chief among these were:

B How to link the alliance’s participa-
tion in constitutiona] talks (which are,
in any case, bound to impinge on the
economy) with Cosaty’s campaign for a
separate economic forum,

| Whether Cosatu should attend the

with State
forum demand

A new battle is looming between
Pretoria and the ANC-SACP-Co-
satu alliance. MIKE SILUMA re-
ports.

‘
multi-party talks as a separate entit
'Or as part of the ANC-SACP alliancey

given Cosatu’s tion not to be
rell;agated to the spectators’ stand in the
talks.

B How the forum would relate to ex-
isting advisory bodies

President’s Economic Advisory Council
and the National Manpower Commis-
sion.

The forum — whjch would include
the Government, the main political
parties, the unions and organised busi-
ness — would deal with macro-econom-
ic policy, including VAT and the Bud-
get; socio-economic needs, including
housing, health and welfare; and labour
market policy.

This means that the forum cannot
get off the ground without the pariici-
pation of Government and the employ-
ers. But what are their views on the
matter?

While the employers and Govern-
ment say they are committed to some
form of “appropriate forum” to discuss
labour and other economic issues, they
have not put forward their views on its
Structure and functions,

Bobby Godsell, the labour spokesman
for the employer body, the SA Consul-
tative Committee on Labour Affairs,
said no agreement had reached on
what would constitute an “appropriate
forum”,

The Government, for jts part, seems
to believe that any forum on the ecop-
omy should be subordinate to the politi-
cal negotiation process. Before being
moved from his portfolio ag Manpower
Minister this month, Mr Eli Louw said
the Government’s view was that “while
organised labour and organised em-
ployers are important players in the
€economic debate, they are not the only
ones”, and that there was a need to link
up economic initiatives with constity-
tional talks. ;
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" Zulu-dominated
. Freedom Party, Chief Mango-

Buthelez1 pms peace hopes on Mandela talks

DURBAN: The lea.der of the

suthu Buthelezi. warned yes-
terday that any hopes of re-

- conciliation in South Africa

depended on peace between
his faction and the rival Afri-
can National Congress. ™~

He told a rally he hoped his
first meeting with the deputy
president of the ANC, Mr Nel-
son Mandela, would stop con-
flict between the rival black
opposition groups.

The leaders are scheduled to
meet in three days for the
first time in decades.

“] am going there to ring the
bells of victory of peace
against war and revolution,”
he said.

The leaders are old friends
turned political rivals. They
have spoken by telephone but
have not met since Mr Man-

- Inkatha

dela’s release last February

after 27 years in jail.

Their  supporters have
fought fiercely in eastern
Natal province, the tradi-
tional Zulu homeland, and
5000 people have been kllled in
five years. : -

Fighting spread to bla.ck
townships near Johannesburg

in August, claiming another .

1000 lives.

The violence has strained
relations between the ‘ANC,
considered the largest black
opposition movement, and the
white-led Government of the
President, Mr De Klerk, dur-
ing talks on setting up full ne-
gotiations on ending white
minority rule.

Inkatha and the ANC both
oppose the apartheid system
of racial segregation and
white dominance but differ on

. how to fight it and on the poli-

cies of a future South Afnca

Inkatha opposed the ANC's
now-suspended armed strug-
gle and has criticised its cam-
paign of strikes, protests and
other mass action, saying it
created a climate for violence.

Inkatha favours a free-
market economy and promo-
tes Zulu nationalism, while
the ANC advocates more left-
ist policies.

Mr Mandela and Chief
Buthelezi have both called for
peace.

But the fighting has con-
tinued despite high-level
meetings by delegations seek-
ing to improve relations.

The ANC previously re-
jected meeting Chief Buthe-
lezi, accusing him of spread-
ing the fighting beyond Natal
to broaden his influence.

Inkatha accuses the ANC of
using intimidation and vio-

lence to try to dominate the
black opposition movement.
Meanwhile, a South African’
human rights organisation,
echoing charges by United
States and = Swiss-based
groups, accused police vester-
day of inciting fra.triclde in

. black townships. *

Lawyers for Human Rights,

‘which pursues law suits for

poor blacks, published 30 affi-
davits from residents of Phola
Park, a Johannesburg shanty-
town, alleging police repeatedly
shot at ANC followers during
clashes from September 10 to
13 in which 80 people died. 4

Some affidavits said that
the death toll included three
whites who had joined Zulus
rampaging with guns and
spears through the huddle of
rickety shacks housing 25,000
people.

AP, Reuters
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Rise“j\tgo”\the
-challenge

ODAY IS not only a great day for

the ANC as it goes into its first

full national conference on home
turf in a generation. It is also a great
day for South Africa, because it rein-
forces through the convening of a
major event that politics can be
played to democratic rules again in
this country, and that opposing
groups have the full freedom to meet
and deliberate, to mount campaigns
and appeal for public support.

The pressure on the ANC, however,
will not let up. The conference at the
University of Durban-Westville
prings to the end the transition
phase for the organisation. It must
now begin to play to the rules of an
ordinary political party.

The challenge the ANC faces is
whether it can rise to the occasion in
the full glare of domestic and world
publicity. The ANC will be tempted
to remain a disruptive resistance
movement, unwilling to compromise
until victory for all its goals can be
attained. But such a course would
not serve the interests of the country,
whatever benefits it might bring to
the ANC itself.

There comes a time when the role
of destructive opposition to the old
system gives way to constructive
building of the new. The ANC needs
to demonstrate through its policy,
strategy and tactical decisions this
week, as well as in its election of a
new leadership, that this moment
has now come.

The country cannot go on waiting
while the ANC continues to play a
stalling and obstructive game. South
Africans are impatient — now that
statutory racial discrimination has
gone — to create a political system
demonstrating that apartheid is
dead. :

There are already influential mem-
bers within the ANC ready for that
more constructive role. It is up to the
grassroots delegates to the confer-

. ence to turn that mood into a
groundswell. If they do, the ANC will
be ready for its next great place 19 98
the country’s history —as part of the
national government.
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[FANC plot to  ellmmate pol_iée exposed’

“reached In the Pretoria Minute .. .the ANC

‘LAMBERTS BAY — Police claim to haye
gocovered an ANC plot — codenamed

.mtmn Prickly FPear — intended to

mte SAF members and establist
' military training camps In SA,

Security poliog ehic Lt-Cen Basie smit
said at the weekend that the plot, uncoy-
| ered 12st week, included the waging of an

. remedt struggle agairst Bophuthatswana.
. Polize arreste
last week in Johannesburg and Pretoria
and uncovered an amns cache, he sald.

The weapons fcund included 28 minl. -

Hmpel mines, 26 da'm:at.ors. #ix hand gre- -

three ANC members -

LQ.;M Polkicai 9wt G114 |

‘nades, €% igniter switches and & q ty
- of arms and ammimnition,

Police sajd more arrests were expected
and that the ANC was aware that pera-
tion Prickly Pear had been uncovered.

“Pollee could not say when the ANC:
miembers would appear [n court. They sald
the investigation was io its early stages.

- Bapa reports that ANC spokesman Sakie
Macozorma yesterday sald; "The ANC does
not Know dnything about the alleged opera.

- -tion. ‘ghe ANC sticks to the amemnz 5

.brink ¢f &-new [nitiative.”

- the alleged aperatives, and could not Wy

will adhere to the suspension of the armed
acflon as stipnlated in the mingte.

“The ANC noted that the police have
chogen Lo make the sensa“u_.a. ﬂ...IHI'.ILIDB 3
en the ove of cur mieetlug willh Inkstha
Freedom Party, and :aerehy maintaing »
pattern of making allegations ‘of this na.
ture whenever the ANC se2efma to be on the

The ANC did not know the identitiss of

whether :hey were ANC membaers, he said
- ..ﬂPing AN e

U} Youth' League
- Mokaba says..

“a vecent meeting of the 1
‘" The Yonrth:

,ANL defance umts be:mg setu
- countrgrwniearetobearmed, l!.l‘«l(l,z

In.a weekend mtervlew heamdthe
dec:smr tn.mtheumrswasmkmat

Leagne :had: attractad_,

defence un 1tq_ a4
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the level of self.

MMM not e.u.h.uje theposs!bll-_'j.

ity- that these ocmmnmty members

: _m;ghtbemme 8o angry that the pum-

! -ishment: they delivered. nght exceed .
“defence.

“memaﬂrnevermﬁmmf'.i

fanee commlttaeb were be.m,g milltrat-

‘~ed by “agents of apartheid” who wan-
Ted to-nse the leagne to discredit the-
A;\C_Eut,hesmd, the leagne was “go- -
~Ang on-a very ﬂﬂma&dng&muﬁ o

cleansmg Spree B
*Criminals wogld notbe handedover

io the police,: ‘becanse the pohce farce_
'was “illegitimate”. - -

annual menibership fee apd WeTe Te-
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~"He said problens with the fmmation 0
aE defence npits might emerge, “espe-

_.ciallywhen :.heveruptw:thmtthepoh- '

_bor armmple; he ooid, Fwe are Gwagts
-that there are people who have taken— -
‘up the call mm_-der to eunduct .their -

_.The! orgamsaﬁon was aware the de=

Instead -the | eommtrmty wt:m‘ld dez-l
mﬂ:LaJts own' problems -
W and Order spokeamem Leon -
. Mellet said yvesterday . govermment
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Instltute to ‘teach’ democrhé‘fvi-

Political Staff

CAPE TOWN — Incul-
cating democratic values
among ordinary South
Africans was to be the

‘chief aim of the new In-

stitute for a Multi-Party
Democracy (MPD),
which was launched in
Cape Town last night,
according to founder Dr
Oscar Dhlomo.

“Our chief task will be
working with the
grassroots. These are the
people who have been

‘neglected (in efforts to’

change the country) and
are the key to whether
we transform into a.vi-
able democracy,” Dr
) Dhlomo said yesterday.
“We feel we must
spend time working with
them to enable them to
_exercise an informed
" and decisivé fote. -
“We will not specialise
in high-powered confer-
ences involving the lead-
ership elite. The main
focus is to work with the
grassroots. Gur approach
is an educational one.”
Funds for the new in-
stitute would come from

~w.0scar Dhlomo ., ...

““working with the
grassroots."’

the private sector in
South Africa as well as
“foreign foundations and
governments”, he said.
The institute had not yet
finalised a budget.

South African busi-

nessmen had given
‘‘great moral support”
for the new venture.
MPD hoped for greater
material support:

“Some have contribut-
ed, but their contribu-
tions are not what one
would expect. We are in
a situation where foreign
foundations appear to
care more for democra-
cy than we do.”

Dr Dhlomo rejected
suggestions that the es-
tablishment of the MPD
was a threat to the Insti-

. tute for a Democratic

Alternative in South
Africa (Idasa).
“Democracy is a way
of life and none of us has
been exposed to it in our
history. We need as
much education as we
can manage and it is a

.good thing that there will |

be more than one or two
institutes doing this.”

The institute would be
strictly non-partisan and
would take no part in
party politics.

Former Azapo pre31-
dent Saths Cooper is to
be the national president
of the MPB.

SSTAR,
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I £§ on_ M andela, Buthelezi™

: two leaders will start at the
Royal Hotel in Durban at
10 am.

Both sides are holding
caucus briefings today to fi-
nalise their strategies and
policies. Most of the ANC's
prominent leaders will be in
Durban today for briefings
from local leaders, while In
katha was holding briefings
in Ulundi.

Many members of the
media, both local and inter-
national, have  flooded *inte -~
Durban for the event.

Mr Mandela will head a
20-person delegation, includ-
ing South African Commu--
nist Party head Mr Joe Slovo
and Umkhonto we Sizwe
chief of staff Mr Chris Hani.

Dr Buthelezi will lead a
67-member delegation.
® ANC names policemen —

Page 3.
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DURBAN — Hopes among
residents in Natal are rising
that some sort of reconcilia-
tion will be achieved be-
- tween African National Con-
gress deputy president Nel-
son Mandela and Inkatha
president Mangosuthu Buth-
elezi when they meet in Dur-
ban tomorrow after 28 years.
The general feeling among
the crowds at both Inkatha 3
and ANC mass rallies at the: §™
weekend was one of opti- [«
mism and hope, in spite of
- warnings by both sides as
. well as political analysts
- that immediate expectations
- should not be too high
The war in Natal has cost
more than 4000 lives, left
tens of thousands of people
homeless and destitute and
Lhas destabilised large areas

_ Delegation of 20
. Mr Mandela.

rometer of the success of
these talks will be a dramat-
ic decrease in the violence
and in the number of deaths.

The meeting between the

Deiegatlon of 67
. Chief Buthelezi. -

of the country, particularly
since violence spread beyond
Natal to the Reef last year.
Consequently many people
believe that the ultimate ba-




AT 15, Dikgang Moseneke
was transferred from
Pretoria Central to Robben |
Island and became the
youngest prisoner there.

This was in 1964.

“My first five years on Rob-
ben Island were hard. '

I arrived there in winter in
shorts and barefeet. 4

““You existed because you had
‘a thind which funcsiened.’> .. . ..

Stdying brought a lot of fun. | [

He passed standard 8 in 1964 with
a first class certificate.

“There was ample time to
read. '

“In prison evening starts early
at 4.30 pm. 3

I remember doing Latin
while pushing a wheelbarrow.”’

In 1963 there were only PAC
members on the Island.
: The. African National Con-
gress members came to Robben
Island a year later.

Studying

“‘Almost everybody came out
of there better people.

‘Nelson (Mandela) was study-
ing, everyone else was studying.

e P
It's a long, hard journey
from Robben Isiand to
the Pretoria Bar.
ESTHER WAUGH in this
second part of her story,
charts the meteoric rise
of PAC's deputy presi-
dent Dikgang Moseneke
from_his days as a 15-
year-old prisoner on the

““You had time to think
through problems."’

On his release in 1973 he was
banned for five-years and placed
under a six to six house arrest.

During this time he completed
an LLB degree.

When the banning order ex-
pired, Moseneke served his arti-
cles at a city law firm, Dyason.

* ““They were courageous I must.
say. -
““Not only was I black and the
first black articled clerk in
Pretoria but I had a PAC back-
ground.”

His admission to the bar was
problematic.

The Law Society objected to
his acceptance arguing he had a
conviction but the judges ruled in

Island.

his favour.

““The precedent used was a
very interesting one - in making a
devision they relied on a case, The
Law Society of the Transvaal
versus N Mandela.

“Interesting

““It is an interesting parallel be-

tween Nelson and [ in many
respects - we are both lawyers, .

both black, both from Robben Is-
land and we met each other there.
Mandela was an African law-
yer in adverse circumstances with
a lot of animosity around him.
‘“We are not a welcome
species.
““That we are alive and well

today [ think is the result of a lot
of pushing.

““We need to produce even
more lawyers.

‘“The connection
evitable,”’ he says.

He cites people like Godfrey

Pitje, Oliver Tambo and Nelson
Mandela who were both lawyers
and leaders. Robert Sobukwe,
himself afterwards became a law-
yer and practised in Kimberley.
- “How come police did net arrest
him for being a PAC member
after his release in 1973 until the
organisation’s unbanning on Feb-
ruary 2, 1990?

“‘Because they had to prove
that I was a member, one and that
I advanced the cause of that

is in-

* organisation, which I was doing.”

- Married

Today Moseneke is advocate at

the Pretoria Bar.
What happened to his life

since his release in 19737

] got married and had those
guys,”’ he says pointing to a pic-
ture of his family.

“They have grown fast - 10

and- 12 years—old- -- attending -

school.

“I have a wife who is still
alive and well.

I live in Atteridgeville.

“I did lots to build a legal
career and kept up with the PAC.

“] was in close touch with
guys in jail,-those in exiles, facili-
tated a lot of communication be-
tween the two.

*“] gave a lot of support (0

families of guys studying on Rob-.

ben Island.” .

About his career in the Pan Af-
ricanist Congress he says:

““It was a fairly heavy price to
.pay at a certain point which I
~managed to translate into an ad-

vantage.

‘“‘We turned the tables against
our captors.”’

He was surprised by his ap-

I o
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pointment to the excutive com-
mittee of the PAC.

*“I have been primarily a func-
tionary. :

**I have been the boy who did
the nuts and bolts.

] was the guy who would
ensure that it all goes well, that
the guys’ needs were taken care
of.”

Moseneke agrees he was very
much a backroom man until the

. PAC’s conference in December. _ .

“A new leadership had to
come into place and it did not only
happen to me.

““We introduced a lot of
strong, young leaders whose faces
you are going to be seeing quite a
lot.

““We have introduced a lot of
professionals and technocrats to
come in and help pull the PAC to-
gether.

““It is the first time the PAC
has had to collect leadership from
inside the country in 31 years.”

He thinks his responsibility of
being the internal deputy leader
difficult and challenging.

~ Critical

““It is and it comes at the most
critical time of our history.

*‘Responsibilities attached to
the post are fairly obvious.

] see myself as a technorat; as
a guy with certain limited skills in
the legal field.

““In the last 14 years I have
tried to play my part in that
regard.

I have fought all the batiles
that had to be fought.

“Now I am called upon full
blast to take a political role.

“It is. most daunting, most
challenging.”

For the next two years, he
plans to ‘‘ensure visible growth of
the PAC, to establish very strong
party structures and try 10 facili-
tate the establishment of a
Patriotic Front'’.
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