
fl . _ “Political Staff
gTHErUnited Democraticr-trade unions\;as Well 8:Front .(UDF‘),
launched at a meeting in
fpape Town on August 20
{in opposition“ to the' Gov-
;ernment’s constitutional
iplan, will represent peo-
gple of acholours-and
jvcreeds, according to a
statement from ~the

: movement’s leadership. *
, -.;. The‘f'statezment .teday
said the..date"for thee.
launching was decided on
at a I'meeting of the
UDF’s national executive

- committee in Johannes-
burg at the weekend._

, ~Policy-
The purpose of the

.meetmg was to define a
"common approach and
policy in resistance to
the constitutional propos-
als‘ and the envisaged
new legislation on urban
'blacks. i ‘ '~
, The statement-‘said the
strength of the move-
ment lay‘in the demo-
ratie nature of its com-
\Sltlon.. ' -

to be, community, women"
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‘backing‘ 'of 400 .oi'ga'nisa-P
fitiojns.‘ ;th_rdugho-utzwg'eth'le
;~.'c'ountry.? I-

It would be made up

student, religious, youth,
sports, political, profes-
isxohal and business or-
gamsations and interest

.groups. . .
. _‘ “All .have l’clearl re-
Jected the constitutgonal

. proposals and the K -
hot Bills. " oorn

Commitment
.“All of us have recog-

nised that these manoeu-
vres of the State are de-
51gned to weaken the
people’s resistance by di-
v1dmg them, while en-.

   

 

 

. trenching apartheid.
“We have firmly and

unanimously committed
ourselves to the achieve-
rhent of a democratic so- '
Ciety under the banner of
the UDF through active ’
participation of thou-
sands of members of our
organisations.
“A declaration of poli-

cy ahd intent has evolved
am} it is in the process of
being finalised,” the.. 2‘ 1.? statement read. '

.- _' e‘GoVe’r'hfne'nt's'c‘bnstitu.
tion’al {reform ‘plan__ZSuffered
fanpther 'serious j setbackggjat
the :weekend ?When ‘a "non;
{racial 'opp'osition“ grouping
— the United Demdcratic
{Front _.— ”was, formed‘,‘ in

Cape wan with the claimed .

An estimated 6 000‘ peOple‘bravedgj;
{{bitterly 'cold winter weather :and «:
"crammed into a community hall and
f: a huge tent in the “coloured” suburb the UDF the potential support of upwards of a
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R fgMitchells. Plainx‘to. hearfia teamso ‘ u ,
;hi'gh_profile s' 'akers urge the rejecj- 1' :-
[tiong-of -t e Nprppos‘ed‘ ' -
Constitution. ;  

 

'rbadest alliance pffanti- _verfiment V‘:
grOups since the congress movement of

‘2,“39-‘19503- . - '

... Observers believe it has theflpbtential to
, become the most [significant extra-parlia-

: "mentary opposition group'in thellcountry —
particularly if the Government'goes ahead

' with referendums on the new constitution" for
oloureds'and Asians.“ '

Its backers, including the SA Council of‘
Churches, the SA'Allied Workers’ ,Union, the
Council of Unions of South Africa and scores
'0! community, sports, cultural, church, politi-

al, and students organisations, have given

 

   
     

  

 

million people._ , 4
, Its major concern‘is now'
clear] to organise. at grass-
roots evel and‘transform, the '
euphoric support- at; Satur-

I day’s launch into commit-
yment to its long term goal—a
i- country united under a'single, - .
; politically equal system. ‘.
;‘ The new national executive f '
, met for the first time in’ Cape'
‘Town yesterday to formulate
.3 Yspgramme of action, de- ,
iItal of whichwillbereleased _
later.) ' - "

Patrons under which the_
KUDF was “formed include'
some of South Africa's fore-
most civil rights campaign-
lers,‘ among _them- the ANC :
,leader,_« Mr. Nelsoa Mandela, -‘
,Mrs Helen Joseph; Dr Essop
Jassat; Mr‘ ‘ Dennis Goldberg, .
’Mr', Hassan Howa, -' Dr Allan“

  

)BoéakiaxidflfiBéy’el‘gNaudé‘x
‘ The > three,".n‘ational‘;< presi-g
‘dents ”elected' at,a congress
held before the mass rally — ,
Mrs Albertina Sisulu, Mr Ar-‘
{chie Gumede, and Mr Oscar
?Mpetha — are also veterans'
'of the civil rights campaigns
{qt the fiftiesv .--'-I - ?
   

  

 

:;' ’ group " ‘ .-
1‘ , In an address to the rally Dr'
{v Boesak said: “I believe we are' 9
1-standing at the birth of whatj
. could become? the greatest -'
and most significant people’s .

x movement in - more than a v
quarter of a century.” _

-‘ In a sense the formation of .;
the UDF highlighted and sym- i
bolised the “crisis” a artheid
and its supporters ha created ;
for themselves..Despite over .
300 years of white domination
people were‘ still not prepared .'
,to accept racial injustice and '
were ready to face the chal-'.
‘lenges of the moment, he said.‘

- The time had come for
white South Africans to realg
~ise their future was “inextri-
cably bound" with the destiny

- of other South Africans. _‘ ‘
' A recurring theme of'the‘
meeting —— the need to acco-
modate all groups, including
whites, sympathetic “to the'
ideals of political equality — '
was stressed by Dr Boesak. _‘

“‘. .‘.we must not allow our
anger for apartheid to be 4
come the basis for a blind ha- ~
tred of all white people,” he.
said. , _- ' ,

There was a need to reconr
cile blacks and whites and ac-‘
knowledge that “the quality;

A for our struggle for liberation
cannot be determined by the

‘ colour of one’s skin; but rather '
by-the' quality of one’s com-
mitment to justice, peace and
human liberation”. ~
Dr Boesak‘s comment, and,

. those of other speakers along'
similar lines, were seen as a,
reference to the National Fo-
rum, 3 recently formed, black
_consciousness-orientated
grouping, which does not see a '
role at this stage for whites in.

the “liberation struggle”.
Police ke t a low profile

throughout t e meeting. UDF ‘-
organisers claimed they were
warned to ensure that all sup~'
gorters were indoors — or

:,,.;t,\— {rw- ~.- {"67”,
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I By Jo-Anne Collinge

 

1 Internal liberation politics are

expected toreach a high-tide

7 A , . ,, v- 1 mark this weekend with the

" ’ fl Cape Townlaunch of the na- -

tionally organised United Dem-

ocratic Front. - . -

‘As busloads of supporters,

from four provinces head for

l the Rocklahd Civic Centre, or-

! ganisers are readying them-

‘ selves for a crowd of 5000Vat

tomorrow’s public rally to

f g - {‘7 ’ ‘ ' ,

, By J Anngé‘ollinge ‘ " :_','_ wflSpe'akin'ghfro'

A widespread effort has been'last._night,f{M_ry "a A

mounted to disrupt the national}; tionala;publicity\',;,secreta

launch of the United Democrat- ' the UDF} branded,the dismio

ic Frent, which promises tobe f “mation attempt "as '

the largest political rally Organ- 1‘ making,by_;agents'_of

ised by an internal anti-apart-V '_Mr-'Yacoob"said,.;the _‘

heid group'in decades. ' d 'at:.S ‘Anthonyfsfeg ‘

Hundreds of pamphlets dis- ,, . , _
‘ Durbangsjaj,departure,

 

  

‘1 launch the UDF into national

l politics. . - ‘ . -

‘V The event is a culmination of

1 resurgent political interest ex-

1 pressed» through scattered

1 township vresidents’ organisa-

l-‘tions and labour bodies over

1' the last four or five years; _

{' UDF, the creature born of , '

t' this process; is quite unlike

‘flother radical opponents‘of

‘1 apartheid —, past or present:

V In contrast to the Congress
v

“Alliance (it. the 1950s, which

established national organisa-

tions, and'the Black Conscious-

ness bodies, which operated as

individual units, the UDF is a

loose association of over a hun-

dred organisations, large and

small.
'

. Affiliates range from loca-

. lised tenants’ groups'to large

‘ labour bodies — such as the

Council of_Unions of South >

Africa and the General and Al-

lied Workers’ Union —- and

from provincially-based politi-

cal bodies, like the Natal and

Transvaal Indian. Congresses,

to student. organisations, such

as the Azanian Students’ 0r-

ganisation and the Congress Of

South African Students.

- What binds them together,

ac'c’ordingto a statement of

principle to which all affiliates

subscribe, is the belief in a fu-

ture f‘non-racial, unitary state

in South Africa, undiluted by

racial or ethnic considerations _

a as' formulated in the bantustan

policy” and in a united struggle

of ~“all democrats regardless of

race, religion or colour” to

‘ achieve this vision. ' ‘

Although UDF leaders have

‘ repeatedly stressed that the or-

ganisation is,“a front -— a com-

ing together bf independent or-

i l \
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I ganisations in a specific line _Of :31

action — and that members're-‘i. 9 ‘

   
Oscar Mpeiha . . . seriods cum '3

didute for presidency despite'.;-.-

facing a prison term. _ ~ ‘

tain autonomy, the successofvg,’

* UDF will lie in holding the ac-n

l

tive allegiance of its manyand ‘ .

'wasa closegrouping of well- varied members,

Commenting on this7on the '1

eve of the national launch, -a‘-’

spokesman for the national sec-

retariat said he believed strong" '.

._UDF regional organisations,

established in the seven months

since the organisation, were

believed' to be the key to ce-

menting the front. _ .

He said provincial bodies

had been set up after months of'

consultation with members and

prospective members in the

Western Cape, Transvaal and

Natal. Interim committees ex-

istedin the Eastern Cape and

Free State, headded. _ ,

The tasks of the weekend’s

gathering will be to adopt a na‘-*

tional constitution, to elect a

national leadership; to revise

the declaration of principles

and to draw up guidelines for a »

programme of action.

The constitution is expeéted

to be based on existing regional

structures. It is understood to

allow for a symbolic leadership

—— by way of patrons — as well

as practical leadership. In a re-

cent Transvaal UDFeouncil

meeting it was suggested that

-patronage would be reserved

for those who re barred by

, practical 'consigerations from

participating "— exiles, the
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. Mrs Albertina Sisulu . . . UDF is

'determined to_ muintuih links

.with resistance tradition.

'banned and imprisoned. ‘

, Three frontrunners seem to

have emerged for presidency

' of the front —— veteran Cape

trade unionist Oscar Mpetha,

Natal lawyer Mr Archie Gu-

'_ mede and'Transvaal women’s

,; leader .Mrs Albertina Sisulu,

wife of jailed African National

Congress leader Walter Sisulu.

The fact that Oscar Mpetha

‘ is a serious contender despite

facing a prison term for a Ter-

rorism Act conviction, and Mrs

' Sisulu, despite being in custody

and facing charges under the

Internal Security Act, is amea-

sure of UDE’s determination to

retain links with the resistance

tradition that dominated the

pre-Sharpeville era. _ ‘

~‘Yet the UDF has been care»

ful to point out that it does not

view itself as-a simple succes-

sor' to the Congress tradition;

nor is it bound by the Freedom‘

Charter, which the. Congress

Alliance formulated. V o t

The cornerstones of the UDF

are non-racial, democratic be-

liefs. “Although the declaration

of principles will be revised at

‘the national meeting, its es-

sence will not change,” the

spokesman asserted. The pro-

_ gramme'of action is also ex-

pected to retain central fea-

tures of the guidelines set out

in January 'when UDF was first

mooted. Prime among these

was resolute oppositioii, tr-‘

Constitution Bill. ‘ I

?.fOr' laufiit71i;w
8y ANTON HARBER a d

CHRIS FREIMOND n

: .JOhanneSbul'B are’expected " Bidt0>
di§f

to join thousands /of others
I travelling to Cape

frorn amend the country for i
I the ‘National People’s Ral-
; ly that will launch the Unit-
3 ed Democratic Front (UDF)
r tomorrow, i .
‘ _ According to the organ-

isers, six busloads of people
2 were due to leave from Jo-
hannesburg last night for the

Fmiffh mbiim“ pose; aunc e yto op the
.Govemment's constitutional
proposals. ’

‘ ‘ About 70 others were fly- » I
» lng and dozens were driving
,« down in private cars.
! .The launch of the UDF
rseems set to establish an-
‘ other major obstacle to the
v successful implementation of
the Government's proposed
new constitution. '

, The non-racial UDF is ex-
: pected to unite tens of thou-
sands of people from about
,400 organisations thoughout.- , 2, ‘_ _ NW «nu, ,5. w;

AT LEAST 600 people {mm

 

crediting the UDF and falsely _,

announcing that Saturday’s

.mass rally in Cape Town had‘

' been called off, were dropped in

Johannesburg townships and in.

the city near the University of 7’

l- the Witwatersrand and at a‘» a

church hall used by the UDF ingfg, _ _

Durban. " 'wouldjforg . _

But busloads of

porters from the PWV and Dur- '

ban areas left as scheduled last”

night. Organisers in Cape Town

are preparing for a crowd of

i 5000 at the rally at the Rock-"

land Civic Centre. Supporters , _ _. .

from the Reef alone areexpect- "Siia by blac ‘fOr‘b

ed to number at least 500. The .p

The rally will be preceded by_ UDFas

a meeting of about 1000 dele- ‘ ed- SACP-

gates from hundreds of constitu-.

ent organisations of' the UDF“

Their tasks will be to elaborate , 'by. UD ‘

the non-racial, ~ democraticia tional‘fe‘xe’c’l‘i

statement of principle on which"-“ decided’ifwv’i'

the front is based, to adopt a na- V

tional constitution and elect a‘-

national leadership: '

- Leading candidatestifgrfiiith

national presidency are provin-v

cial UDF presidents Mr Oscar,

Mpetha from the Cape,'er'Ar-

chie Gumede of Natal and the.

Transvaal’s Mrs Albertina Sisué .Town;

in.
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~ _PoI,It‘Ic‘aI'R'ep6rte'F
- HUNDREDS of - rites?3 ‘m
phlets claiming that the hi
_ed DemocraticfiFron't‘
natltonal launching had been
pos poned were esterda
mngebgfid inJo‘y ' y;

. F’s national'sec' "
tariat immediately issued]:
statement .conflrmihg‘:‘the
rally was going on in cape
Town as scheduled and Nam;
ing the pamphlets on “those

. who seek .- to .' divide "bur
”gale". “.5. '1' ’ "

e pamphlet Mas}
. lined “.UDF rallyjpoetbéned" 5

Town

{3-3
  

 

that will
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' the countryL" '
V The launchiiica" To V ‘
_suhurh of Mitchefiesf‘l’lain,
wull include anationalhcon-

around the country, followed

gioitmfsosoéauy- at. W“ ‘_ : e e
eXpected. 'p gplekge ’

 

    

 

  

 

~ Batches?§;were‘g1also dumpe

UDF sup'-:I its participant'forgamsa
. -- One‘set of.__pamphlet's,-fos e

sibly, issued' in the, nameM the}

”National.” ,Emjumla ' '

=Sacos' and{’A'zapo‘;f‘claitnedf*gth

“ UDE' Was ': “ah‘obstaclé;
” path‘ of total'liberatiOn ‘o ;Aza

la'ékisi'”

ets

Committee‘fii

fiihéf'»
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A MASS rally expected-
to attract thousands of
people from all over the
country is to be held in
Cape Town later this
month at the launching
of the United Democratic
Front (UDF). I _
At aPress conference

heldin Johannesburg
yesterday, the UDF’sin-
terim Publicity Secre-
tary, Mr Zak Yacoob,
announced that the
launchingwould take
place on August 20. “
The decision to

launch the UDF nation-
'ally was taken at a meet-
? ing held at the weekend
by African and Indian
leaders from various
parts ofSouthAf1ica '
The leaders included,

among others, veteran
worker and Cape Town
community leader Mr
Oscar Mphetha, who is 1
currently out on R1 bail ‘
pending the- outcome of !
an appeal against a five- 1 ‘
year jail sentence passed ‘
on him under the Ter- I
r'orism Act.

The formation of the
UDF, whose regional
branches in the Trans-
vaal, Natal and Western !
Cape were launched II
Iover the past few;
months, was a direct re- §
suit of the controversial 1
constitutional proposals 1
and the Koomhof Bills "
against which the UDF
is rallying
“It15 a united front1n l

which all organisations 1
will keep their identity;I -

 

  

 

and independence but
co-operate in opposing: I

the President’5 Council,
thé new parliament and
Koorhhpf plans,” said a

UDF pressstatement.
‘ “Theconscience and

themoral impulses of all
.rfeedom—-loving people
of South Africa have
been aroused. People
have been moved to re-
ject these pernicious
and evil laws which

   

  

UDF LEADERS:Sor11e of the leading delegates at the conterence heidby thoi‘ 1_
United Democratic Front In Khotso House, Johahnesbyrg, yesterday ,

included (left to right), Mrs Albertina Slsulu, Dr A $alooiee, Mr Archie

Gumede, _MrZac Yacoob and Mr Yunus Mohmm‘e'd.

consolidate the heresy
of apartheid.

“Whilst the UDF arti-*
culates the viewpoint of
the broad crqss—section -
of people, we accept as =

main bUrden of exploit-

ation and discrimination

' falls on the poor.
“Accordingly, the

main thrust of the 0191-.
‘nisation is directed to-
wards the participation

,0f working people1n the»
Workplace,'1n communi- .
ties and whereve1 they
may be.
“The grand desi91' ot’

Iaptheid18 to fr_a911en
put people’5 u'nity'.‘ An'd

 

'to maximise this unity,

    

those whé_deliberately. ~ ' n1
refrain from) helping us , - _   

  
  

  

advance the' cause of the g
enemy and. delay the ‘

115;: of demo'cracy,“
' the statement:

  
    

  fuflamental that the '1
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