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November 1985

 Dear Subscribers,

From January 1988 the BrieFing Papers will cease

to be regular supplements to FOCUS. They will

continue to appear but on an irregular basis.

The annual review and index will be published

as usual.



 

 

momma]; Forages - mum's gamut

1'! e have just concluded two successive years Le. 1984 and 1985, both

01’ than very important in the histroy of our‘etl'uggle, and both have

helped to expose the atrocities inflicted on the people in our ccuntry -

the meatly affected being women and children. Activities by women in

Opposition to this horror have been publicised on a. broad scale. ,

I

First 11; was 1984 declared Yaw the A.N.C. as the Year of "Omen of South

Africa in recognition and honour of the struggles waged by the women

in our country whose courage was referred to by the late A.N.C. President

Chief Albert Luthuli a. " n... The courage that rises with danger...-"

hiring this period, W organisations were established using different

name: yet all of than sharing the sauna problcma and together fighting

for the sane objectives; 01d ones were rdvitalised and strengthened.

0f the 400 organisations affiliated to the U.D.F., women's organisations

are to be found in large numbers.

Extensive tours were organised by our friends during 1984 and the A.N.Go

Hanen's Section made many now friends and gained more support for the

Struggle. The importance and recognition of 1984 was based also on

the fact that APRIL 17 was marking the 30th anivaraxzy of the found:-

ation of the Federation of South Africm Women. The U.N. Centre

Against Apartheid held. a. meeting on that date to honour this achievarent.

1985 was to see the evaluation and 011mm: of the U.N. Decade for E?omen

set aside for the improvcxnant of the potential of the women and their

status in society. The World Conference 0f L'omen was held in Nairobi,

Kenya in July. The aim was to evaluate and Appraise the achievanents

of the Decade where the A.N.C. Umen'e Section was a. fun participant.

ktensivo support was realised during; the Conference through which 1t

was made possible to include Apartheid in the Agenda as well as (uncir-

ssions ens on issues affecting women in occupied Arab — territories.

women undo:- fascist dictorships, otc-

HOat outstaidmc in this year, 1.0. TESS, was the active contact

with our women at home. ..s part of our preparation for Nairobi and

the éTOND MTIONIL CONSUL'I‘n'rIVE COWWCE of the .1.N.C.,’wc held
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9. meeting with the women's representativea from 3.11 provinces of'South

Africa to discuss their input for both events, cur workim methods

and how to improve on our work. Also discussed was the actual

participation of our women from 21va in Nairobi.

We are glad to state that ninety women from the workers, yOu‘th,

religious am”. other organisations from 0.11 provinces were represented

at WRUM '85 in Nairobi - Kenya.

It is on the basis of 0.11 these activities in the last two years which

have left us with L. 101: of follow up that our 1986 Progrmme of Action

will be based.

3.286 JANUARY 8th STATBHT STATED:

".u. The principal conclusion we should draw from this situatioh
is that through our sterifices, we have prepared the conditions for

us further to transform the situation to that position when it will

be possible for us to seize power from the enemy. Thus the central

task facing the entire democratic movement is that we retain the

initiative until we have emancipated our country....."

In keeping with the directive of this message Laid in accordance

with the activities for 1986, the is.N.C. Nomen's Section proposes

the follwimg programme of action

(A) xmiozgqum's commmw RJSQL)

- Special Seminars at regional level be held on the "Role of

Women in the field of Labour" to mark the centenary of MAY Du!

and the 40th Anniversary of the Great Miners' Strike.

~ 301:1; SANNIVEBSARY 0F “UGUST 2tha~ To be commorated 12y :1;

units of our movement (men and women) ~ be widely published
through meetings, seminars, production of Tbshirts, bronchus.

posters, pocms etc., depicting: the 30 years of extensive stmcgle

Mainst pass laws.
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The spirit of August 9 should be revived in every way. by obtaining

the green material for our uniform to be used at all important

events.

A'Noc‘ Y'IOMEN'g SETION CONFERQCE: - It is now five years since

the First Conference of the Women‘s Section was held in Luanda,

Angola. - in October 1981, which resolved that Conference be con-

vened every five years. The Woman's Section therefore is supposed

to hold. conference this year possibly in August to coimide with

the 30th Imiversary of August 9th.

Visits to our Regional Woman's Section, particularly our students

in different countries therofore hecunea imperative, to meet and

discuss with them problems affecting our work as well as to pre-

are for the Conference. '

We should appoint a National Preparatom Committee to start

work for the holding of the Conference. The units in different

areas should also have Regional Preparatory Committees.

INTERNAL:

The Apartheid regime is facing a. crisis history it has never

uperienced before. Our people suffer untold liseries in jails

where they are tortured, maimed. and even killed. Children are

in detention - mothers cannot sleep from worry. In this

situation, the Internal Sub-conmittee proposes: -

Lehman:
To discuss plans for workshops with representatives of women

from home. These workshops should be held in every region and

centre around various topics affecting women.

EWGESTED TOPEC§I

a.) campaign against pass-laws.

b) Natal Native code.

0) Confinanont - Maternity leave and Islloucmces — i.s. The

Basic Enploymont Act.

d) Taxation - haw African women are affected.
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n,N,c, UOMEN'S SEELON CONFERIMCES

- Campaign to celebrate the 30th Anniverszmy of a. March to Pretoria.

on 9. B. 86 to increase campaign against passes, to co-ordinate

this campaign with C.0-S,A\.T.U.

To give a further injection in the launching of the National

Organisation of Homem

6)

f)

s)

h)

I‘lomen Charter — The Fraedan Charter.

Lobola.

Depo Provera and other contraceptiveé affecting the health

of our women.

Bantustans - Our aim is One Sub - one man one vote.

- One Puliazment.

These workshops are for the weapons to organise and mobilise

women into the democratic organisations to step up the campagn

for the:

Lifting of the state of energency:

The withdrawal of the arm and the police fi‘om the Townships:

The unconditional release of all political prisoners and

detaneos:

Mther pm‘ricipation of women in the Consumer Boycott:

To work for the launching of the Conference to establish a

National Women's Organisation.

Amp:

To have a "mini" Conference with women from home to discuss:

a)

‘0)

The situation in the country - the involvement of women

organisations in the campaigns to keep within our President's

call of Janum-y 8th.

The establishment of subcommittees that should be a model for

Other women in achieving unity at all levels before the National

Conference, as well as preparatory committees both are National

and Regional levels for the national launch.

To report on the participation of women: in struggles of

5/‘IO;.
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studonts, as parents, - for 0. free democratic Educational

System,

Comsumer boycott.

Identify women's participation — 190., in 0.11 strata of society,

mmcly-— professionals. teachers, nurses, workers, traders and

heuse-dwives in the above canpaigns.

Hanan participation in the End Conscrigtion Cummigx‘ - linked

to the International Year for Peace.

Inkatha Uomon's League, National Council of Y}omen,* AZAPO ??mon's

Organisation, Manyano ?’omon, Loldxanyane Zion Christian Church:

-- Examine contact we have with tho above, prospects to involve

them in our campaigns.

The progress made for the launching of a National Vernon's

Organisation.

M:

A further meeting to receive reports on work done and the final

arranganents for the National Conferenoev

To discuss the possibility of producing their own newspaper/

journal/ newsletter to :wt as an organiser and mobiliser of

our women in the struggle for a. Free Danocratic S.A.

PROJECTS:

This year, the main task of the ?rojects desk will be 120 strengthen

the onp-gping project of the T’oncn's Section. This means that there

“ill be a. followup of project propognla already presented to tho

Organisations and also individual symp'thisers with the aim of facili-

tating approval 5nd impementation. There are a. number of projects

presently in the hands of donors from whom we have had no response yet.

However, there is a growing number of potential donors seeking new

project proposals from the Women's Section. Thus new proposals will

have to be made or update old ones which were never sponsored.

Observation shows ”shat most prospective donors/sponsors prefer What

thqy call "Productive" projects such as training of cadres in vocat-

ional, technical and academic skills, supporting sclf—sufficicncy projects,
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construction of women/child care centres etc.

With regard to training progrz‘mmcs however, experience has shown that

these programmes dencm‘. on the amsilability of canidatos. This means

that extra. effort will have t: be made in co~ordination with relevant

departments, to identify candidates and have then relozuscrl.

In c'- Bcries of meetings held with tho I‘rcjects Committee and. other

Departments of the movement, it vans agreed in principle that to

facilitate co—ordination, a structure will have 1:0 be formed to deal

with 211 A.N;C. projects instead of every department/soction 0f the

movement hindlim; it. This might avoid duplication of work and. don.-

fusion.

Hcanwhilw we shall continue to work in the old fashion 1.0. through

the office of tho Treasurelfifionoral until the matter is resolved.

QN-GOING i’ROJH}TS:

1. Construction of Dora Tamar. Nursery School (Extention of the

Creche.

2. Construction of Lusaka Regional T?omen's Handicfrafts Centre.

3. ??eaving and. Dressmokim at the above Centre.

4- Basic rcquirmcn‘bs for children ind women in all regions 1.0.

clothing includinf underwerr and shoes, toiletry etc.

5. Other materiLl assistance for women find children including Day

Care Centres.

6. ZENZELEm Project.

7- Driving: lessons.

8. Training in Child—caro/ Pro~school teaching.

9. Buying of two houses in Lusaka- for TTomen's Section use.

EGGES‘I‘ED FROJEEI‘E:

1. Soap—qnakinc industry,

2. Sanitary towel production. V

3. Underwear for women and children. - production;

4. Cadre training — 7 month cpurse on ?Fomcn and Development at tho

7/......
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Instutute for Social Studies —- in Holland.

5. Workshop on Nutrition rand Grou‘j Fcodinc - Lusaka.

PUBLICITY 1‘an PUBLICATION:

To carry out the tasks set out in the January 8th Statement :an! to

mobilise women into o.ctivc :ertici-‘whion in the Struggle for m.t'biongl

liberation, for equality and pone,

Our propaganda. work should be ste'gjmd up in order to reach broader

cross—section of our women folk.

It also means that our methods should be improved which places on us

the tremendous challenge of winning more and more women to our side

both inside South Africa and tho wcrtd over.

The VOice of TTOmcn(V.O.I-?.), radio programme, leaflets, pamphlets etc.

should be {joarod at mcbilisinc South African women of :11 races

into active struggle qtzmins‘t Apartheid find all its evils as well as

mobilise international supfort for our just struggle.

Our propagam‘n shnuld also try 1:0 gut armed. struggle in a correct

Perspective and mphasize the importance of women mrticnxation in

this year dGCl'u-I'ctl by our mo remcnt — as the Year of Umkhonto we Sizwe.

As stated. above, there is a. numbm‘ of anniversaries we commcmnorate

this year namely, - 30th Anniversary of August 9th,

- looth Anniversary of May day,

- 40th Anniversary of the Miners' Strike.

Above all, this year has been declared as International Year for

Peace. Mobilisation should primarily centre around those events to

show that our struggle is not in isolation.
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2E: FOLLOWING IS r:HE FROGPJ-I'EE FOR V¢O.T{.:

$86 & Vzovflo PROGBAIME:

y o u. 1. (mi of February).

22" ' S 01'“ THE YEAR FROM THE J.:NU;.RY é‘th SflTEP’mITa

 

1.. Year of the Peoples Army.

2: 30th Anniverary of the Pretoria march and the pass campaign
‘ Passes must go £015.

3. 10th Anniversry of June 16.

4.‘ Crisis of tho Botha regime and our strategic goal and the need to
take the initiative as women.

5. The Johannesburg Centenary and the Peoples Power.

6. Vinnie Mandela.

7.' ?'omon of all lands - Lesotho or IEEJ‘Ch 8.

wow. 2. (End. of April)

1. April 17th - 32nd Anniversary of the Federation of South African

TYomen.

2. Hobilisation of rural women.

3. Mobilisatioan of white women.

4. Religious woman.

5. my Day ~ 100th Ixmiversary.

6. What is meant by the Peoples army‘-

7. Building of ozndres.

8., L‘omen of all lcnds -,- Cuba.

9- 10th Anniversary of June 16.

v.0.w._;. (m1 of_ Juno).

1, Yiorking women and Mk.

2— Pass campaign.

3, National Youth Day.

4; June 26 :nd the Freedom Charter.

5. Children under Apartheid.
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5. Forcoc romoxrls.

7. Regional Scrviw Council.

8. Uomcn of Palestine.

V1007. 5. (31d Of .lugus'b)

1. «august 9 stitcncnt.

2. The crisis of the Bctha regime.

3. Haas combat units.

4. T’Omen police.

5. T:‘omcm 3nd U.D.Fo

6. Annivu'ary of Victoria I-zz'onga, Ruth First, etc.
7. ??omen of all" lands.

v.0,wl 5. (End of October)

1. Women political prisoners.

2. 'I‘rimsfoma‘tion of armed confrontation in tho Peoples 27w.

3. “Yemen in the S.A.D.Fo

4. Campaign on the regime's strategy of fmily planning.

5. T‘omcn and taxation .

6. Year of Peace.

7_. Women of all lands.

view, 6. (End. of December)

1. '25jh Annivorzary of Mk.

2. ,1517 Anniversry of C.O.S.ia.T.U. 
3, Cost of living;-

4. Women nurses.

5. Maseru, Mutols., m:~.ssacrcs.

6. 7“(men and Christmas.

7. "omen of all lands.
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LExFLETS .‘2 ND P3

- On the Both anniversary of Lucust 9 (and Unity.

- Lenm to fight series.

I‘mmm.lno..m¢:

— To pursue v.03. 0.139.151) launched by the ..A.BN (Hound).

- To 5d! sponsorship for VGJ.

SPEEIAL ISSUES!

.- an. “?omcn‘s Conference.

INTERILTIOM;L CON'IgNUED!

1986 has boon declared as the International Year for Peace. The-ANC

Homen‘s Section together with U.PIJyP. Ifomen's League in Zambia met

to discuss the activities for Peace on March 8 .- Internatioanl 'TOmen'a

Day.

As members of the ?’omen‘s International Democratic Federation, the

ANC ??omen's Section is in contact with many International, Natioanal

and Continental TTomen'ss Orgmiséfibnso This gives us an opportmity to

expose the crimes of the Apartheid state and mobilise support for Our

struggle;

EUROPEAN TOUR:

Four comrades have been delegated to tour a. total of 14 T‘est

European Countries organised by the 77.1.D.F- This tour will take

place between February 26 and apr_il 18.

THE UNITED STATES OF AIIEIICA:

We envisage another tour of the 11.5.3. around August 9 to inform the

women and people of the U.Su.. about the plight of women and

children in South Africa, and the struggles they are engaged in.

?.Affim

Pan African ¥?omen(s Organisation bf whim}: the AKG ?Tomen's Section

is a founder member, will be holding its 6th Congress in .Luanda—

Pebples Republic of Angola in July. Our organisation will be a full “

participant.
11/.0 0c 
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31.}. TI 0. continued..."

Ne shall need money for tickets from tho mevement as PEJO is not in a.

position to (10 so due to financial problem.

LIPSPJ‘.

The International Planned Parenthood Federation is homing 8. Seminar

in Angola where we will also partioilxz’ce and. take the opportunity to

expose fuss about Family Planning Asstoia’cion of the racist regime.

Edggi‘, 13113ng L"-L‘«"I‘ING:

This meeting is to be held in preparation for the E?orld Congress of

women for Peace in March/Aprilc

0m nc VITIE'S:

The 13mm. "(men's Section will continue participating in all U.N.

System Meetings and Conferences.

In addition, we are putting up :1» Newsletter 6 "mrzm .mI‘I'D CHILDREN

UNDER APLRTIEID" 1:0 give facts 'jto the U.m and its Agencies",'e‘to. on

the actual situation and problems faced by women and children.

 


