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‘Black councﬂlors
continue to

By Rohan Minogue
BLACK town coun-
cillors were continuing
to resign, despite a lull
in political activity
over the festive season,
the assistant general
secretary of the Civics
Association of the
Southern  Transvaal,
Mr Cas Coovadia, said
yesterday.

Mr Coovadia said that
all but three councillors in
the Pretoria township of
Mamelodi had resigned.

A total of 11 coun-
cillors have now resigned
in the township, the first
being the former mayor,
Mr Zikhali Ndlazi, in
September.

The resignation yester-
day, of Mr Peter Mphu-
thi, came after a CAST
deputation had gone to
the council offices, Mr
Coovadia said.

A similar action had
taken place in the
Coloured township of El-
dorado Park south of Jo-
hannesburg, but he did
not know the outcome.

Over the past fortnight,

all councillors in Khuma
and all but one in Ika-
geng, both in the Western
Transvaal, had also re-
signed, he said.

Locally planned actions
would take place until
mid-January, when
CAST would reasses its
campaign to force all
councillors out of office.

Mr Coovadia estimated
that 170 councillors of
about 350 in the 50 town-
ships where CAST was
active had resigned.

Residents of Tokoza
would boycott all busi-
nesses in nearby Alber-
ton, the president of the
Tokoza Civic Association
and general secretary of
CAST, Mr Sam Ntuli,
said yesterday.

Mr Ntuli confirmed an
earlier report that CAST
and the TCA had called
for the boycott, which
would affect both White-
and Indian-owned busi-
nesses, to protest at the
disconnection of the

township’s electricity sup-
ply.
Township residents

stopped paying rent and
service charges in Feb-
ruary, and Alberton
Town Council discon-
nected the electricity sup-

ply last month.
Mr Ntuli, himself a
)esident of Tokoza,
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blamed increased crime
and violence in the town-
ship on the black-out and
alleged collaboration be-
tween. “‘the forces of viol-
ence, the Alberton mu-
nicipality and the Trans-
vaal Provincial Adminis-
tration.”

He queried what had
happened to a R70 per
household amount paid in
September and October.

“This money was not
used for what it was sup-
posed to be used for — to
pay for the electricity. It
was used for other things,
and we want an explana-

- tion of this.”

The administrator of
Tokoza, Mr Gert Muller,
appointed after the coun-
cillors resigned in Feb-
ruary, said on Wednesday
that only 49 percent of
households had paid the
amount.

Mr Ntuli said the TCA
had proposed an interim
payment of R40 to get the
supply reconnected but
that negotiations with the
Alberton Town council
had broken down.

“They have refused to
talk to us until the full
electricity account is paid.

“We don’t even know
what the amount is. They
are inconsistent with their
figures.”
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ANOTHER Member o
the Mamelodi City Coun-

cil, Mr Peter Mphuthi,
yesterday announced his
resignation.

His resignation brought
to 11 the number of coun-
cillors who have so far re-
signed.

The first to resign was
former mayor and the
longest serving coun-
cillor, Mr Zikhali Ndlazi,
in September this year.
Nine more councillors re- |
signed on Christmas Eve.

A spokesman for the
Transvaal Provincial Ad- |
ministration said the TPA ||
had not yet received res-
ignation letters from the
councillors who had said
they were resigning.

Mamelodi Town Coun-
cil liaison officer, Mr Ve-
leleni Mashumi, said the
Town Clerk, Mr J Nel,
had also not received the
resignation letters.

The move has now left
the council with three

members who include the
mayor, Mr Simon Mo-
kone, his deputy, Mr Ed-
ward Rammala and Mr
Amos Mabotha. — Sapa.
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by R.l. Jones

Stop quibbling about BST in milk

IREFER to your leader of December
8 on Bovine Somatotropin (BST), and
the front-page report headed “Milk
with hormone won’t be sold” in the
- same issue. The use of this hormone
has aroused irrational fears in the
minds of people, merely because it is
a kind of substance called a hor-
mone, and because the popular
media have chosen to pronounce on
things they can or will not under-
stand. Fortunately, more powerful
lobbies than exist in this country
have all but failed in their anti-BST
campaign even in the U.S., where
campaigning about food is a national
sport. It’s a luxury the overfed can
ﬁasily afford to indulge in, there and
ere.

The facts are briefly as follows. All
cows’ milk naturally contains BST. It
cannot possibly have any effect on
humans other than giving nourish-
ment, since for us it is just another
nutrient, inactive except in the
bloodstream of the species which

produces it; it is a bovine hormone. "

Any digestive system detroys it like
any other protein before it can enter
thg bloodstream, so if it could do any-
thmg at all it would actually have to
be injected. Attempts years ago to
use it therapeutically in humans just
-flopped: it simply did nothing.

As stated in a recent American
journal: “The critics cannot come up
with any worthwhile response to the
articles published recently that care-
fully define the reasons why BST can
be called completely safe for
humans. The conclusions are irrefu-
table, because the science is sound
and presented completely to the pub-
lic ... Critics tried to bluff con-
sumers into thinking that BST. . . was
unsafe. This side of the campaign has
been waged in the public media,

. where it isn’t easily challenged,

where technical terms sound fright-
ening because perspective and tech-
nical understanding are lacking ...
Lone voices cannot challenge the
chorus of scientists who can declare,
in simple language, that BST poses
no health threat to humans. These
scientists have gone on record with
their statements in prestigious jour-
nals,” including Science and Journal
of the American Medical Association.

Besides being safe to use, BST that
has been artificially given to cows
cannot be detected. How, therefore,
do Creamline, NCD, etc, propose to
prove when a farmer has used it? An
unenforceable law or regulation is a
bad one, and it can be safely pre-
dicted that most rational farmers
will eventually honour any ban on
BST in the breach rather than the
observance. For sheer economic
reasons, farmers who adopt its use
will be less likely to fall by the way-
side, provided their management is
up to it in other ways. Stand up the
farmer who, if it comes to the push,
will choose to go under rather than
use BST. So BST will come, just like
all the other advances that have
made modern dairying the efficient
process that it is.

Arguments citing the so-called sur-
plus of milk as a reason for prohibit-
ing BST are the fallacious products
of uncritical minds. In the first place,
other common yield-enhancing prac-
tices would also have to be prohib-
ited in order to limit production.
Who is going to ban artificial insemi-

- nation, proper feeding of cows, con-

trol of mastitis by means of antibiot-
ics, fertility control by injections of
“real” hormones (i.e. those governing
reproductive processes)?

Secondly, there is no surplus of
milk other than in the heads of offi-

cialdom. Even before exporting any
milk or milk products, or feeding any
to our animals (cats, calves, ete),
South Africa’s present total milk pro-
duction is barely sufficient to give
every human just 1} litres a week.
The average black person in this
country consumes only 13 litres a
year. Do you, Mr Editor, agree that we
have a surplus? The marketers of
milk and the slaves of so-called
health regulations need to open their
unseeing eyes to this fact, which is
both distressing and challenging.

Distributors should stop their un-
seemly shoving for an increased
share of the shrinking first-world
market — it is a bone with little meat
on it — and address the needs of the
broad mass of the people. “Surplus”
milk is processed at great expense
for sale at a loss on a glutted world
market, while in your own backyard
innumerable children die every year
or suffer permanent brain damage
from kwashiorkor, which a cup or two
of milk a day would prevent.

The current excuse that “the un-
rest situation” inhibits the market-
ing of milk out there cuts no ice, be-
cause the position long predates the
unrest. Instead if intimidating farm-
ers into eschewing new ideas for pro-
ducing more milk more cheaply, dis-
tributors need to face the real
problem, that of a conventional
mindset. They should modify their
quaint notions that all milk must be
extracted in a quasi-medical build-
ing, cooled, tanked in stainless steel,
tested, pasteurised, homogenised,
standardised, advertised, flavou-
rised, packaged, refrigerated and
otherwise rendered unpalatable,
indigestible, unaffordable and
locally unobtainable to the majority
of our population.

I understand that most blacks
would prefer their milk to be taken
straight from the cow and allowed to
go sour without any frills; and that
only the children have a certain en-
zyme needed to digest fresh milk,
which causes stomach problems in
adults. It is accordingly not difficult
to conceive a system in which most of
the milk produced in this country
would go warm from the cow into a
tank or oversized goatskin with a re-
cyclable plastic liner on the back of a
bakkie, to be driven into a rural area
and sold to anybody who has a handy
container (the same one that would
hold the stainless steel milk that she
rarely or never buys in a shop). Costs
of distribution presently take about
66 cents of the consumer’s rand, if
she can find a place to spend her
rand on milk; the goatskin route will
reverse the figures and put milk-
/maas on every breakfast table in the
land. So easy; why so difficult?

If each of the 20 million black
people in our land could exercise his
right to a litre a day, there would be a
huge shortage of milk: production
would have to be trebled or more.
The incipient bickering about BST
would then be seen for the irrele-
vant, emotion-charged claptrap that
it is. Let us hear no more drivel about
the (vanishingly small) danger of
BST, nor about the (even smaller)
real surplus of milk. What we have is
a surplus of uninformed prejudice
and interference, and a dearth of
imaginative distributors. Perhaps
the breweries ought to handle milk,
too: they know how to do a job of mar-
keting, unrest or no.

Better continue to direct your edi-
torial energies towards stamping eut
real sources of danger to mankind,
such as lack of decent housing, bad
driving, smoking, crime, kwashior-
kor, pollution, soil erosion, and inter-

ference in our lives by do-gooders;
there are more than enough real
problems to address without trying to
rake up new ones that have no basis
in reality. The Housewives’ League
and others should pause for a mo-
ment, and think how they would feel
if the availability of milk were cur-
tailed to their well-fed kids, not just
to the underprivileged, by more silly
measures imposed by the powers-
thgt-be. Trying to stop BST is as
poxntl_ess as trying to stop the well-
established use of hormone implants
in beet: cattle. There is more merit in
campaigning to banish the filthy cig-
arette fumes in the restaurants we
rich sometimes patronise, 4
If the shops label “BST milk” and
sell it cheaper, I will not even glance
at the “BST-free” variety (a biologi-
cal impossibility).

exile support group
PRETORIA — The Minister of Justice,
Kobie Coetsee, has given the National
Co-ordinating Committee for the Re-
patriation of South African Exiles
(NCCR) permission to receive funds
from abroad for the resettlement of an
estimated 40 000 exiles.

In a statement yesterday Coetsee
said Mike Bester had been nominated
to co-ordinate and expedite within the
Government context the return of
exiles and their integration into the
community as well as to act as liaison
between the various departments and
organisations concerning the issue.

In addition the Minister of National
Health, Dr Rina Venter, had provided
information to the NCCR regarding the
modus operandi to be followed in
order to collect funds for returnees.

Coetsee said any funds received
from abroad for the return of the
exiles may be managed by an organisa-
tion such as the NCCR, subject to the
control measures “applicable to every
one”.— Sapa.

Overseas funds for P«
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' Liberal journalism: thg@lefence of
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press freedom

SC: Your credentials label you as a “liberal
j list”. !
101;.,1111:a1 am quite comfortable with t!le
pigeon-hole of liberal journalist . .. I'm
committed to the free flow of information
an open society. g
?'rt: (btbg pastpsuch a position automatically
put one in opposition to the Government. Is
the prospective change of government going
to find the lillieral Joyrzalzs;u?eg ?agamst
le originally perceived as 8.
pefgjsho%‘i’dn’t,yb%cause the liberal jour-
nalist should be committed to values, and
to maintaining those values in the face of
opposition from any quarter — including
quarters which the liberal journalistina
different situation may in fact be sym-
thetic to. : g
paBut what you are really asking me is
how do I feel about the prospect of having
to defend liberal values against an ANC
Government? Well, one has to soldier on,
and if we have an ANC Government, and
it's likely that the ANC at the very least
will be a major component of any future
government if not the Government itself,
and it will probably feel the same temp-
' tations governments all over the world
| feel — of trying to control and manipu-
' late the press. It’s the duty of the press to

represents the majority of the people and
that any curbs it may wish to place on the
press have a greater authority or greater
justification. .
What curbs on the press have had a direct ef-
fect on you in the past? g

I was prosecuted in 1973 for attempting
to interview Robert Sobukwe and trying
to send an article overseas. So my imme-
diate and direct experience of the limita-
tion of press freedom relates to that par-
ticular prosecution. I was sentenced to 18
months’ jail, which fortunately for me,
was suspended for three years. Conse-
quently I'm very well aware of tl)e curbs
on press freedom which were imposed
under the old Suppression of Commu-

The writing of veteran
South African journalist
" Patrick Laurence

commands respect both

here and overseas. He
has worked for the Star,
the Weekly Mail and the

Rand Daily Mail, where

[ protect its freedom to its fullest ability ir-
respective of the source of the threat.

How will the press fare under an ANC Gov-

ernment?
‘The ANC has stated it is in favour of a
‘free press but I think one has to be cyn-
- ical about people in power, irrespective

of their ideologies, and prepare to de-

fend press freedom. My prediction is that
the press will have to be vigilant, and
may have tq be more vigilant. Because an
ANC Government would be in a position
to claim. with greater validity, that it

he became political
editor. He spoke to
STEPHEN COAN |

during a recent visit

to Pietermaritzburg.

nism Acti and which can l_)e' re-impoged
under the Internal Security Act, which
an ANC Government may inherit — so

‘that’s an argument for campai_gning

Patrick Laurence — veteran liberal journalist

against the Internal Security Act. 4
During the high tide of the state of

emergency under ex-President Botha I

found that one could write between the

ership, I think the message got across.

tive reporting”

achieved none of its objectives.

the Botha curbs because journalists

felt contraints they could hint they had a

- real horror tale to tell but that they w
prevented from telling it by curbi.- '19111.:

lines and, provided that you were writi
: in
fora reasonably politically-literate readg

Press censorship is crude. It doesn’
stop the information from getting out —ni:
may even aggravate the very problem
which the Government is trying to over-
come. The Botha Government was trying
to eliminate what it called either “nega-

re ng” or “incitement to vio- -
lence” or “incitment to resistance”. It
! ! “Nega-
tive reporting” was in fact enhanced gby

could write about the curbs, Where they

reader was left to make all kind of deduc-

tions, some of which might have been

much more unfavourable to the Govern-

gl'?i?it than the actual truth that was being
idden.

What are your feélings,about the demise of
the Rand Daily Mail? -

I have primarily regrets. I think that a
daily newspaper committed to liberal va-
lues is essential in South Africa and that
the Rand Daily Mail fulfilled that need

wxstg r?n high degree ofvigour.
0me opponents of the Rand i

Mail will tell you that in its ]ast dz]i)yasllibtl

was only a shadow of itself. That may or

may not be so. If it was so it is partly be-
cause the newspaper was being starved
of funds and because the threat of being
closgd down was a demoralising factor in
th_?‘ }lli)ves of many journalists, -

S€ very critics were very often the

people who were anglj

pong ngling to destroy the
And what of the fate of the Daily Mail?

I Suspect two primary reasons — they
didn’t raise enough money and they al-
most certainly underestimated the diffi-
culties oflaunching a new newspaper.

. They made other mistakes too. Perhaps
it was too political, perhaps the timing
fvas bad. A more opportune time to
aunch the paper might have been eigh-
teen months earlier, when people felt
there was a need for the alternative
press, when they felt the established
press was not providing the full news —
that it was too timid, that it was cowed by
P.W. Botha. But after February 2 that fel]
away. .. a new Daily Mail may have been

f'f-,’f nlll'nintentional victim of De Klerk’s re-.




our readers write

[he facts? vl
IT is disturbing to note that in your article en-
titled “Why is political violence reduced to
mere ethnic warfare?” (Echo, December 13),
you severely criticised the SA Police for

- allegedly not disclosing what type of firearms -
were found in the vehicle. One might arrive at
the conclusion that you are not prepared to
‘accept the official police version that no fire-
arms were found. The only items found by
police in the kombi were bloodsoaked lunch
packets, two umbrellas, one traditional knot-
ted stick, a few ordinary sticks and a short
bolted stick. It was obvious that the kombi
was transporting commuters from Table
Mountain to their work places in Pieter-
maritzburg.

A list of the addresses of employment of the
occupants together with clock numbers and
where to contact their supervisors was'
- handed to your reporter Heidi Gibson. These
facts prove contrary to the allegations that
the kombi contained Inkatha members armed
with firearms on an attack mission.

Also, my report to your reporter regarding
the incident was that “it is obvious that the
source knew who the attackers were” and not
“that the source knew what he was talking
about”. The latter wording may indicate that
credibility was given to the allegations of
your reporter’s source, which wasn’t the case.

Incidents such' as these show how difficult
the task of the SA Police can become, and
their efforts to achieve stability should be
endorsed by everyone — including the media. .

Major P.C. KITCHING
South African Police, Pietermaritzburg

Echo editor Khaba Mkhize replies: It is a fact
that when police issue their “unrest” reports
there is a hardly a mention of the make or origin
of the weapon used, save for an AK47 or a “cul-
tural/traditional” weapon. My concern over the
description of weapons is generated by the desire
for a balance of facts, that’s all.

Heidi Gibson says she never received any list
containing the addresses of employment of the
occupants together with clock numbers and
where to contact their supervisors. b

Lastly, let me resp to the paragraph deal-
ing with sources. I have no problem as the two -
points suggest a healthy democratic principle.
Everybody has a right to be heard whether he or .
she is a policeperson or a sweeper. i
o Both letter and reply shortened — Assistant
Editor. ot o 40 :

Policemen

Yﬁ(ltoA

targeted

‘holiday attacks

1n

\g§ghf\e;s

2% Qe 1930

L o= >ty B e B - ;
S £990 =wa Ploglon so iy
e F83 Jdgsg 238 :Ff Sg== 38 @
= ) =5 = £es £5 3
= pod §58% BES5523 gos d, B
& > P [} @0 0
g &g- S832 2259, S9BE of &
= Lo 058, TRSSS el } Sk ¢
38 Qefa ‘Mgz a4 g% 3
S 355 5838 w228 35,8 o5-e
* - R
3 87 sSY=—~”dIESE 588 SRPES
8 820 E=39Ri5gE. 83y SESE
es5°87 .;.:.c,ag;’g-ﬂo - widy H2998
mon.. ® Oﬂ-ﬂ:E LoE -8 ] Ogo -—-..'U
288, 8 S2GSETESET o502 oBNE,
SE3CACe2eEES2 5528658 £t
e = So*rX a2 2. = -
ERSCERe S o MasSS 8550985239
M0 228 e ® SEESER 290552
< P DB U gy S =g 3%
Sgd ':?-o'SO’E"'w"—u“ﬂ&:" SooTsa
hﬂ-°gomﬂ.no:hﬂuog?onecgs;“n:g
Crm Lt E S L R ]
A e OE eSS gme g0 aHOo RSN L =203
325 sS85 . 20sEgSs8 _=2388 2228
EQ8SgESE 5 s 85555 S8882ES
- — vl © ey > B
gggSﬁggéﬁggaﬁtoavsgkggzﬁggg
~m°Eoodg‘~=f‘:ngsﬁgmu“-""":s“°°
§3 Fea~g89%s” S2E83° ceS28a3%g
: S=A doma «solS Bg =
5‘4&6 'U'.O-e’ — e Q% w SO o > mu
288 528 E28°8 928 28F 32 £ 3
® - — B =
SEb uRHS TS5 S8 2% € Tus
pr o | heu w— - S ""Q“ 5 5 3
288 ag® oS B =3 SoE S35 8
832 B9w L8%ET 89 £S5 asa =
$2S s §5238% =3 S;‘g 3258 @
. =i = £ 00 s
e s no =5 o
SS vt o e A g® Sw. 228 Shwus o
5 asea Q‘Eﬂ“ S _ WO O, =
Lp2ERT S S ashmcH »%8
EoE=20 P D Toe 28°
$2.8355 S5dg2 =wpsES £330 §
SafE%8e "o8.05932%8e s¥2E B
£858238 280558 88022 _gEoad
sasSSTS S0 % S, 2E8s ghaPES
|E28°8% “R5P08EdSaz0 20022
< 1 b7
oSSR 30 gggog".—ggﬁsg =5 -0523'35'
n=°¢,,=“é°""d°°tﬂﬁ§'°-= Egb So8E®3
DuRSEc20 ST o8 9TFROSE 220308
mgggggg;gg:,ﬁ=goo.:§_uzu='g.g-nwﬁ‘“_
NES PSS S =S PRSP Res 2322
MET A5 3CaE TR LE tRERE~EcESas S
Z22582 33958808 < "E o5 ESS50
Zafoela@EE “o08 WO 5EETS8e2
Se328caESESgugR= sS85 53ES5S
5555723805830 53 s ca5805s
- O S s .
Swa2d So=S AcETa =8 =mZ 88 ‘27




Ministers 1n

\ G

—

AR

ADDIS ABABA.
The head of the Organi-
sation of African Unity
yesterday praised the
growing trend towards
multi-party democracy
in Africa, saying it en-
sured full participation
of people in govern-
ment.

OAU secretary-gen-
eral Mr Salim Ahmed
Salim welcomed as en-

couraging, steps taken
by some African govy
ernments to make their
societies democratic.

them positively to de-
velopment,” he said.
He said Africa was
ready for institutions
that promoted democ-
racy, ensured govern-
ment accountability and
protected human rights.

“This acceptance . . .
is rooted in the need to
ensure the full partici-
pation_of the people in
the process of govern-
ance as a means of liber-
ating their creativity and
industry and applying

“I hope in the coming
year more energies will
be expended to sustain
this new political direc-

[OAU head praises democratic

tion,” he added.

[n 1990. leaders of
Benin, Gabon, Ivory
Coast and  Zambia

bowed to popular press-
ure and introduced mul-
ti-party democracies in
varying degrees.

Mozambique and An-
gola have indicated plu-
ralism could be the rem-
edy to settling long-run-

trend

ning civil wars, while-
Tanzania, once the van-
guard of African social-
ism, has said in principle
that multi-party democ-
racy is acceptable.

Mr  Salim  blamed
Africa’s cconomic crisis
on external debt, soar-
ing prices of major im-
ports and 2 drop in
prices of Alfrica’s ex-
ports. — Sapa-Reuter.
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£,838 = ~8 E Q&8 2 is alleged to had jumped bail in 198
SmEc2 Z2S8cEEE28538 London, is alleg . ) . blic come before the court
cldpES_ES s0% 5 3 o2 228 have demanded that the in a case involving public  ° i~ Sapi. i
5“%;2 g E%EU Q‘%‘éﬁ L EL g aircraft be diverted! t0 disorder.
EZggs38<&ens =28=



| Five police Wounded
N zans 1% P \-OLCV‘% (\F'
since Chris mas

PORT ELlZABETH. T s have been : THE' C\T.‘ZEN

—- Four policemen made. P lice dogs
were wounded oD were not injured. The

ad.
: j olice vehicles wer® not ®
Wednesday night, one d Extensively damaged- O A | ‘ re r et e :
§everely, in a shootogt e +h 1 Durban 2 oliceman
same street 10 1 jsin a critical condition in
i i hospital being

i of gsanctions against |

ay.
ago- . Police said Const Gavin
Another policeman wa: «The police returned Storrier, who was on pa-

" . . . ADDIS ABABA. — An ®
4% g d th th trol duty, W walking on S
ko] B ol orniaion, S yeneroa SOllth Afl'lC
;i The shootout occurred 1.15 am W officialyesterday
P

d car thieves . " S
- “in the same street where fronted by expressed deep concern

y wm‘:mgfor; two riot squad policemen  men- f{Verdthl he _terfped the Unity, said OAU Sec- tions he claimed had “mood of optimism hard-
were-  shot dead oD Const jer “gracua; erosion” of the retary General ~ Salim undermined the internat- 1Y imaginable a few years
November 19 at international consensus  Ahmed Salim.
” e < on i P
i ey LSl e
1n that incident at least condition has d «“In the recent past, We until there was evidence r(‘;)XU &rz:;i:{snb;wth deve{y
one AK semi-automatic scribed as serious. have witnessed actions by of an irreversible move 10 the ongoin ca;{; h resp\ =
rifle was used against the Police have arrested countries, both within dismantle the apartheid  tions g’a ndgth N E: osan'::-
2 ) R police. two brothers in connec- and outside Africa, that system of racial segrega- Com’ ity h ‘-rf pﬁ‘n
Thursday. He ha bu_“.“ The bodies of Sergeant tion with the stabbing. — tend tO undermine the tion, sanctions against \ mumg gs MIee, 2
and shrapnel wounfib D johan Gerber of Algoa Sapa: ' collective position decid- South Africa should be s e < ) \
his stomach and legs: park and Constable Corn- — ed upon by the internat- maintained. - vestment. S - |

The other policemen clius de Wet of Walmer jonal community and the Mr Salim did not name Recent events in South ‘

11 pm on wwo police pa~
trol vehicles in Tonjent
Street-

One of the policemen.,
Warrant Officer L J Mc-
Laren, was operated on in
the provincia\ hospital on

jonal consensus. ago," said bir Salim. But
he expressed “deep con-
cern and regret” at the
continued township viol-
ence and urged the anti-
apartheid forces to put an
end to the bloody fratri-
cidal conflict. — Sapa-

were slightly injured, ap-  Downs were  found Organisation of African any country or cite the ac- Africa have generated A

parently onlly by shrapnel.  slumped i the cab of'a —_— t
N s

“AL pm, the  police vehicle, riddled |
| spokesman said, "a num- with AK bullets. :
ber of policemen: all of  The other policemen |
the dog unit, kept under injured oD Wednesday
observation 4 €ar thathad pight were Sergeant )
been stolen in the Hume- Gruss, Constable
wood Beach - Neethling, and Constable
Christmas Eve,when four G Horn. \
men were seen in the sto-
len car. shrapnel W
“The police chased this provincial hospital
car but lost it. Later, i discharged.

I

-—




OF late, anybody can see
for himself that: people

wits and therefore cannot |
express: themselves even
through™ : the Press, :
through fcar of the oom-
rades. |

I sympathxse with them
because . even. for~ that ;
matter some Newspapers |
ters that cntrcxse the
ANC.

1 therefore through The
Citizen, which its seems,
is-the only newspaper on
the * Reef " that _is ‘not
scared, appcal to the gov- :

somethmg ‘about " this
" gross:. mtnmdanon “and
bIoodshed s

“Even Black’ memberi
“of the SAP are scared.c
% Most of the people, be-
muse -of this are even

estabil

are .scared out of  their,

are ‘afraid to pubhsh let- -

emmentthatltmustdof.

The Citizen PO Box 7712°
Johannesburg 2000 ,

“’f'«beb

|sed%

. scared: to . report serious - ties - that wish to nego-
cases to -the police be- - tiate. Those that' do not
. cause, rightly or. wrongly, want to do S0 should get :
: they.. believe mstead of ' out.

- getting help.. from the The govcmmcnt has’

police, the. police mform nothing to fear from the
zthe comrades. - 2 i ANC:-because.the Soviet
. If the govemment does - Union;- which used to
nothmg about  this “an- - sponsor the guerillas, can-
; archy; we shall see worse ¢ not afford that anymore. -
bloodshed in 1991. ¢ “All I can ask from the
“The . ANC/SACP/Cosa-  other political parties and

; ¥ tu/Cast * ~alliance” ° is
. there not for democracy,
i but merely.to take over
* the govermnent and apply
i failed. Stalinist ; pohctes ‘they ' should * help- bnng
¢ The:, ,Tecent’ + Consultative : back the exiles. -
. conference proves this. . . = Mr De Klerk, I lmplore
. The government sbould - you to do something now.«
also_ stop subsidising the | about 'this ‘anarchy.’ We
Transkel so that the MK |' Blacks are really destabi-
regime, of Ho]omxsa and lised in our cnmmnmhﬂ
Hani can oollapsc soon. |-

: organisations and church-

es — I mean those  that
" are not béing controlled
by the ANC — is that

<aiiie 1, also appeal to- the o RAMAILANE MASH- =

ABADA:
5 na

government to - negouatc e W,
with- those’ political _par-# “

- sPage. 49

THE Citizen’s front pagé,
December 17, “ANC del-
egates had neglected what
they saw. as govemmeﬁt
attempts  to contmuc
White dommat:on undér
a new cogstitution”. %
The ANC have been
dommated by Whites

" ever since “Russia_ai

and abetted them..

1. would be. most. suf-
prised if Joe Slovo. dogs,
not control the ANGs
complete bag of tricks. -
" It has been from the bt
ginning and it will be Go
the end — the Black m
will | be mampulated ?

the White man.
ey, Tt

JAN ALLAN
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SO the Iraqi fuhrer has sent home most_
of his hostages. Nevertheless, Saddam:
Hussein must be stoy:. ~d, we are told,"
i | because heisabout to get— and mayb
use— an atomic bomb. But it is strange
that so fewvoices are raised against the-
traditional "rogue . elephant’s atomic.
weapons, namely Pretoria’s bomb. ;. st
/iiTrue, the South African Government
has dramatically clea i in
1990:: Nonetheless, double ‘standards
are t play. The Iraqi strongman is'said
ito have caused thousands of deaths by
‘gassing/ Kurds and pillaging Kuwai
‘Whereas apar’ v ~id, over 42 years, has
caused, directly and ' indirectly,’ mi
lions of deaths throughout the southern
African region. The carnage in Natalis
one of the most obvious legacies of di-

vide-and-rule apartheid. VST T e
4 Both 'nasty regimes have inspired
- sworld hostility and sanctions. But Ku-
.wait.exports oil. So does Saudi Arabia
“That is more important than Pretoria’
'gold. Henceithe need for real action
' msssive military intervention. And th

i riskk;q(&Worlg,»Wgr 3. s G
Saddam‘s’frsecret atomic programme
~ whether or niot he has actually now.

. built his bomb — could be judged b
future: historians to have been th
major’ casus’ '
war. Some U.
will *go nuclear” ‘have
“dramatically ‘ from five

it
1’.

e i

years to’ tw
Bush observed
“He has
didn’t

“‘months. And, as George

ominously of Saddam Hussein:
never possessed a weapon he
use i Nt

4

4 1s Saddam Hussein fanatical enough

to use the bomb if his forces are driven |
back to Baghdad? Few question pub--.
. licly Israel's’ atomic weapons which
" _ would be used — presumably —if. Arab. .

£

yet cause massiv

"do’‘about the

. 1“Theend of apartheid may
international trauma; not least is what to
" first possible triumph of a guerrilla move entina
| 'puclear-armed state. In short, what happens to
Pretoria’s real or potential nuclear arsenal if the
_ African National Congress takes over? Or wha
happens if the country slides into an African variant of
: Which tribal warlords will end up toting -
" nueclear-tipped missiles?” Vet e BT

il s

forces swept towards J egugalem.:lt is”
striking how' strongly President Bush_
~supported nuclear deterrence between i,
‘America and Russia, but shrinks from - & ¢
\"” #allowing the ‘sumlar..p :

"

Arab - world a:
counterto Israeli power.” </ hi
" In‘One Sense, it might boil down'to a;
form of racism. Saddam with a bomb, or. i |
. Robert Mugabe?-*“No, no.” But Israelis’ &
. ~‘and. Afrikaners? «So what?”, There 1s
‘i*lan implicit assumption that the lasttwo !
_, groups can be trusted not to go collec-
“tively haywire: ‘That is the only logical
“explanation for.the - world’s: media
' screaming about.Baghdad’s bomb but
! . whispering,- occasionally,. about “the, 't
i i arsenals ..
alem.s #
Kuwait is considered a:: »
threat to the 'interna-:
it ic. order. :The:indus-, -
trialised ‘countries'are \too,'concernedf‘ 4
iwith Gulf oil and events ‘in-Eastern’ ¢’
- Europe and the USSR to worry over- i

1 more;.immediate. . nuclear’

v

ailable toPretoria andJeru
-/ The rape of

\’on this'occasion a French;tt}ast in.the,
it i ERARE L R "‘v‘"‘:»f B @ (;';.’_
and . so our-Western cohse

i B g M i s R
" The dreaded mushroom cloud

gt B LSl %o etk ROE %
out Third -World struggles

e Wk
“much*ab

1

. which' hinged-largely.—in, ideological ... eased. “Leaye themto iti;{:_f the current’
terms'— on the dead cold war. Besidés, ./ ‘mood. [t il i gy Y
| they say, black-Africa is part of @’ dying .« . Such_thinking may. be 'very, danger- .
 continent. Let it sinkin-its own corrup= ‘ous.: The “end "of ‘apartheid ‘may:yet:
“tion and - disease. And white-ruled . cause massive ‘international itrauma;;
. Africa? Well, Nelson Mandela is free ~  not least is-what to:do.a the_first.
¥l ! A b i i i,"\ o o AR

Bt e I R ) e BN
= "“‘"-“L:;{“r; §U

PSR



b
I
‘tv
2

""" within their own camps...
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possible triumph of a guerrilla move-
mentin anuclear-ar-:ed state, In short,
what happens to Pretoria’s real or po-
tential nuclear arsenal if the African
National Congress'takes over? Or what

‘" happens if the country slides into an
African variant of Lebanon? Which tri-.”
* bal warlords “will end. up -toting:

nuclear-tipped missiles?
-The ANC has good cause to worry

about the so-called “‘irreversibility” of 3

President; F.W. de Klerk’s reforms.

Negotiation “ may;. well -break:. down."

“Either pacesetting lawyer, Mandela or
De Klerk, might fall victim to rivals
or to an as-
sassin’s bullet. De Klerk, like that

“ .'other reforming lawyer in.a tight spot, =
. Mikhail Gorbachev, might be toppled :
in a military or police coup. The secu- *

rocrats could return to centre stage. In
- short, Pretoria’s perestrmka may well
" bea Prague Spring.

A peaceful settlement mlght be con- -

jured up if the future South Africa de-
pended solely upon a polite duet be-
tween: Mandela: and De “Klerk. It
doesn't. Chief Buthelezi is a serious
contender for power. So is the Pan-

Africanist Congress. But more crucial . .
are the numerous black rivals to Man- .
‘dela within his own movement.. They .

‘“are now murmuring about his having
_“fallen prey to De Klerk's sweet talk”,
..Many on the military wing, led by Chris
‘Hani, would prefer to continue the

armed struggle. Just as Mandela may' -
‘. play Kerensky to Hani’s Lenin, so too **
‘i could De Klerk be used as a stalking

~horse by an Afrikaner police general.

. Because the security forces are so. - .
©strong, a'black-led revolution is un-:
“likely in South Africa. But a settlement -
. soon is equally unlikely. And, mean-
while, despite an improved PR image
"~ in the world, South African society is .-
beginning to implode. In this unsettled ;...
:+-interregnum, each conflicting party is .
" likely to arm itself. Hence the danger of .. .,

: degenerative collapse and warlordism.

: Not all is gloom and doom. Amid much’
" bloodshed, there is genuine movement ...
"to the inevitable: black rule. But could

‘“the mternatlonal commumty ease the
pam" oYy e ALy
A small® force from the ‘Common

wealth (or the recently rejuvenated
;- United Nations) could monitor a future”.
" one-man, man-vote election or referen- :

d h vgettle- 1617
um that could:atcompany a<settle S inband, orat Kand.)

“ment. If that proved elusive because of

- Pretoria’s stubborness, ior’ANC inepti- i;
% 'tude; ‘then’ a. very small‘internationals
“ flotilla’ of “warships!—: much: $maller.+

~than in the Gulf now — could blockade-
" South' Africa’s few, and vital, major
“'ports.” Unlike Iraq," the msxgmﬁcant

= South African Navy could not seriously ' ¢
_challenge a foreigr fleet. A brief naval

i1z Nemesis: e
i fern Afnca 1945-2010%; has just been pubssi..
i34 lished in South.Africa by, Mac¢Donald Pur-

PR R

“quarantine”, always a better and
*"quicker nutcracker than hypocritical
sanctions, would be an extreme man-
oeuvre. What is not are the quiet, be-
- hind-the-scenes moves to denuclearise
“ Pretoria. Nobody:in London or Wash-.

'* ington wants the ANC to’ take over the '

“ Afrikaner“nukes”. Mandela is a world «

saint. What if Hani, let alone another,
Gaddaffior Amin succeeded him?

toria’s current holding operation be-!

» ' ginsito uynravel complete y, Afrikaner:

security chiefs might intervene. (There
could also“be a brief armed riposte’
from the diehards if there were-a
settlement). A right-wing, police-led
--coup would be a disaster, but that does -
.‘not mean that the SADF, less discred-

ited than the police, could not help the "

transition. In this context, external as-
... sistance may.be given to maintain the

If internal negotiations fail and Pre-' .

-South African Defence Force’s influ- -

ence, with — initially — token integra-
. tion of some guerrillas. (The British

- and is doing the same now in Namibia.)’

- The idea would be that as Afrikaners—|

. very reluctantly — permanently hand
- over political power, military power isa

during the transition period. This’is 4
what happened in Rhodesia.,

If South Africa’s fractious polmclans
‘cannot settle'among themselves, then:
great power intervention, including a:
. second Lancaster House, may be highly -

* beneficial: Failing thls, the Lebanon::
rather than- Rhodesxan scenario beck-v :
ons

l

i

cups of the transition. Just wait till the -
- politicians come to grips with the real -
problems of land, housing, jobs, health *

that a revived South Africa could be-
come, the breadbasket of Afnca, not
another basketcase the engine for con-
. tinental renaissance, not its holocaust.;

““ But nobody dares to mention the' ‘very. ..

' -atomic bombs which could cause such’,
a holocaust."Who has talked seriously
:. of sending an allied force to crush what

- the U.N. has always called the biggest -

:. abuse' of human rights: apartheid?:So"
Pretoria’s white leaders will contmue

]

" to haggle, Meanwhile, the world is con: ,‘f‘
.0, veniently distracted by the similar stal-

. ling tactics of Saddam Hussem Bomb

12 '@ Paul Mooreraft’s latest book, “Aﬂ-tcan
-War: and: Revolution- in, South:

nell. Dr Moorcraft, who taught politics-at
si-ov-the Unwerszty of Natal, is currently a vis-,
" iting lecturer in journalism.at the Univer-
sity of Wales, Cardiff. % : .

+ temporarily retained in white hands; -

And these are merely the minor th- ;

Army guided this process in Zimbabwe: te

and tribalism. Yet there is also hope _ °

e o




'He’s hobbled by

I REFER to your corres-
pondent R Commins’s let-
ter of December 24
wherein he goes over-
board to trumpet his sup-
port of the State Presn-
dent’s reforms, at the
same time decrying the
dark days of Malan, Ver-

woerd, Strydom and
Vorster.
Mr Commins is SO

i hobbled by his prejudices

that, like so many liber-
als, he cannot see the
wood for the trees. His
knee-Jerk anti-Afrikaans
bias is so manifest that it
clouds his vision: When
someone can call the six-

ties and seventies ‘‘dark. .

days” at the same time
extolling today’s South
Africa, politeness denies
us a succinct description
of this type of thinking.
When separate devel-
opment was at its peak,
the country sustained a 3
percent inflation rate.
Consumer goods were
reasonably priced and
forelgn investors were
queueing to get a piece of
the South African econ-
omic cake. There was

_Incompat

\\\

JOE - SLOVO said after
the recent ANC confer-

ence: “It was wonderful.
Real democracy in ac-
[tion”

‘ What Mr Slovo would
know about “real democ-
racy” is anyone ’s guess.
but it really is appallmg

 that the SACP is using the

term “démocracy” as if

| Communism has anything

to do with it.
Communism could be

defined as ‘“undemocrat-
ic” because it uses viol- .

ence to create a revol-
utionary atmosphere and
intimidation to control
the so-called “masses”. It
then used the one-man
one-vote system to gain
power and turns:democ-
racy into a sick joke by
denying future gener-
ations of voters the

chance to de-throne its

(”\\tz«,

prejudl

nothing like the interne-
cine warfare which Aills
our newspaper pages to-

day.
Mr Commins’s = new
South Africa is a travesty. -

Mr De Klerk and his so-
called National Party
have brought this country
to its knees. Even the lib-
erals are getting out. We
have become a bit of a

‘joke in serious internat-

ional political circles, not-
withstanding what our
peripatetic Foreign Minis-
ter and much of the liber-
al Press tell us.

Nobody believes that
we are better off today
than we were 20 years
ago, not even Mr Com-
mins. He is beating a
drum, like a toy soldier

. which has been wound

up. .

If he believes that sport
on Sunday is worth the
price of a destroyed and
ravaged country, then his
values are skew. And if
he thinks that television

power-hungry leaders.

My  definition  of
democracy would be that
a person can help vote a
government in and then,
if he or she chooses, can
help vote them out again.

Communism is incom-
patible ‘with real democ-
racy because it seeks to
change a system totally so
that the “masses” have no
choice in the matter, and
then intimidation
brute force keep them in
power.

South Africa has not
been democratic under
NP rule because only

Whites could vote. Every--

body should be given the
vote, but Communism is
unacceptable even if a
majority vote for it.

This may sound
strange, but the rest of
the world knows, or has

|>ble
real democracy’

and.

his
VL= 1440

ces

today is free compared to
yesteryear, he is living in
a time warp.

When did you last see a
member of the Official
Opposition on TV, Mr
Commins? Or even a
member of the Democrat-
ic Party? Do you support
your party’s ruthless con-
trol of this country’s elec-
tronic media?

If Mr Commins, like his
leader, is prepared to
serve under Nelson Man-
dela in the new South
Africa. He is welcome to
it. But then he must pay
for it. He will see his cul-
ture destroyed, his land
devastated, his economy
sucked dry as the locust-
like demands of the Third
World make themselves
felt.

At that stage he might
consider “Afrikaner
domination”, as he puts
it, a relatively pleasant
alternative.

MRS GAY DFERBY-
LEWIS Krugersdorp

with
g

come to realise, that
Communism is not a vi-
able and fair system.
Many South Africans may
be conned into believing
that the SACP is some-
how different from Rus-
sain Communism but ef-
fectively it remains the
same.

Ebenezer Elliot (1781-
1849) wrote an epigram:
“What is a communist?
One who hath yearnings
for equal division of un-
equal earnings”. This to
me sums up Communism
in one stroke. An ideal
that is fanciful and does
not work in reality be-
cause it does not take into
account individuality, ta-
lent, imagination and cre-
ativeness.

STRANGE BUT TRUE
Hennopsmeer
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2 ministration  spokesman -
pe-said yesterday “that ™ 62

Page'2"
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Cathy Thompson, .

~ Antoinette Hoffman
. andSapa

ELEVEN people have
died on the roads since
Wednesday, a signifi-
cant reduction to the -

carnage - - experienced
over Christmas, bring--

ing the total to at least

- 22T% deaths since the.

- start of - the hohday_

penod ; ;
Natal, had one death,

 the Orange Free State

four, the Transvaal one,

. and five in the Cape Prov--

ince.
A. Cape Provmcxal Ad—

(38) .a boiler-maker from
4% §:Odendaalsrust died at the

scene after bemg appar-.
“ently lmpaled in'the'chest™
by a pipe from a carrier
which had been strapped - -

to the roof of the bakkie,"
a police spokesman said |

yesterday s o
% His - son-in-law, Mr .
Ockert Harmse, a Klerks
dorp . businessman, . has
nndergone a seven-hour
‘operation©in the: Johan:

% nesburg Hospital after his *

hand was crushed in the
accident. '
Mr Harmse’s seven-
year-old son, Michael, is
heing treated in the

sdorp Hospital " for
suspected céncussxon,
fractures and. a _serious
laceratron in his leg.

““ A family member. Mr

Groeg Stamatiadis, = said
- yesterday the family had
:been retummg to Klerks-
“dorp after visiting Mr Lo-
riet and his wife, Susan,
in  Odendaalsrust,, when
he accident happerned at
bout 2 pm on Tuesday.:

Mr Harmse' s wife, Tula

¥

3

ling in the cab of their
bakkie  —  with . Mrs
Harmse driving — and
they were towmg a trail-

- people had died since last

* Friday. and there - had

been 286 accidents be-.
_tween December. 21. ~and
26 — 13 more than durmg
the same penod last year.
Orange ~ Free = State
police. liaison officer, Ma-
jor. GE Moorcroft,. said
two men and 2 ehild died
after the minibus in which
they "~/ were 3 travelling
overturned after its tyre

. /or tyres had burst.=: 1
,w'lheaccxdemtookplaoe_,

on the. Hobhouse/Wepen-

cer road about 18 km from

Croft.
A seoond fatal accrdent
‘took place on the same
road: about - 10 km. from
Wepencr ‘at 8.30 pm on
- Wednesday when a bak-
kie_ also overturned after
one of its tyres burst. An
unknown man was killed
during the accident..
% A’ grandfathenj was
killed and his son-ln-law
-and - grandson were se-
nously injured on Christ-
mas Day when the bakkie
in which they were ‘ravel-
“ling T overturned n ‘the

. Bothavrlle road 0 tside

29), “his’ mother-in-law |
and Michael were travel- |

—~l

Theft b){
-stealth!

COMMUN]ST industriz
! production since - World
Fy ‘War IT has been heavxSr
weighted in favour of
' armaments. This was in-
| tended to retain martial
| superiority over the West.
Obviously such a “suc-:
cess” came at a terrible
price to the USSR econ-
omic infra-structure,
specifically that country’s
transport and distribution’
system, which have for all
practical purposes ceased
- to function.” - >
i  Food shortages to
great extent also a result_
of the latter, now con-
| front Gorbachev with his
most senous challenge to
date,* - 5%
- The potentrally good
harvests of the past sum-
mer were, moreover, left.
to go to waste on the land
. or were sharply reduced
because of - the_USSR'
decrepit * distribution’
mechamsm. Added . ‘to
Ithrs the ' Russians? now.
| face ethinic turmoxl from
many sides. :
" Since the Commnmsts
have only been: able to
- keep abreast of techno-
| logical developments in
I the'* West? by " espionage
and industrial theft, they
now lack a technologu:al
infrastructure ' of  their’

“u‘:'y

. own and are incapable of

producing even a minimal
standard of living for therr
subject nations. . : 4
... All this is common cur-,
rency in the West, but
Messrs Mandela, Slovo
and ANC-company have:
not as yet grasped the es—

““sential lessons wlncb ﬂow
* from* this* Marx:st’cataw

trDPhC. St TR
They:insist: on sendmg

“the “new’Z South Africa;
* towards a snmlar fate by

their policies: of national-;

‘ isation, redlstnbunon of

Eating

wealth and”all ‘the other;
thmly-dlsgursed mechan-
isms of theft by stealth
ECONOM!ST w o

; i;;,‘,“%Qg,’%,?hl’r(:torle :

LN
-r

MR

& lC\QD

: LOOKING at*Joe: Slovo

on TV he seems tobe eat- 5
ing very well, ™ 4% 2

I wonder how' well he
would  be. eating” these”
days ‘if he_were in: the
Soviet Union! - =~ ,, i
H COHEN :

Johamesburg
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‘CAPE TOWN: ANC dep
uty president Mr Nelson
Mandela could have hs

why he ed an invi-
tation to the Labour
Party’s 25th annual con-
gress, LP leader Mr
Allan Hendrickse said
yesterday. :
- “We need not share the
same viewpoints, but for

he did not want to, or
could not, accept the in-
vitation” "

The ANC and Pan
Africanist Congress were

among the organisations
invited to the two-day
congress at the Good-
wood Showgrounds.
~ Mr Mandela had not
given his response, de-
spite repeated inquiries,
said Mr Hendrickse,
PAC general secre

Mr Bennie Alexander

had written to the LP,

~explaining why they
would not attend.

He also said the ques-

tion of political alliances

would be discussed at the
; Lablour Party’s 25th an-
- hual congress today.
[ Addreaing the Labour
Party’s Congress yester-
day, President de Klerk

- why he declined
our invitation:

decency sake he (Mr |
Mandela) could have said

’

~Mandela should

the d—“‘e‘cﬁﬂ to explain

 have explained ¢ &

STATE Presiden

arrive to address the

said the Government and
the National Party were
ready to negotiate the
speedy establishment of
the new South Africa.

' He warned, however,

t F.W. de Klerk and leader of
the Labour Party, the Rev Alan
party’s annual congress
in Cape Town yesterday.
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Hendrickse,

that the present disrup-
tion, especially of local
government and essen-
tial community services,
was a serious obstacle to

‘real constitutional nego-

‘Matlos, . TUIET
_He again committed

~In a new dispensa

ie Government to inten-

- sifying measures to deal
Aimi?v‘io}euce

with

tion

the importance and the

aspirations of the major-

ity, however it was com-

posed, had to be acknow-
ed

Mr de Klerk added:

“By the way, I plan to
be part of that majority.
Iam sure you are too.” ~

At the same time there

~ had to be protection for

minority interests,
Addressing “fellow

. South Africans” he said

his appearance at the

bour congress was vis-
ible proof that South
Africans could rise
above old differences,

~bury the hatchet and

build a truly South Afri-

“It is in this spirit that
I reach out a hand of
friendship and under-
standing.

~ can nation.

“There is no vacant

land left to fight over.
There is nothing to be
taken or withheld from
one another.

“There is, within our
borders, no-one to con-

g

quer or to rule over but
pa

ourselves.”—Sa




