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gati?ln was

outh Africa’s stabilit;
Mr Harry Schwarz, thg
chief Opposition spokes-
man- on finance, said
today. s

Mr Schwarz, the Progres- 1

sive Federal Party MP
for Yeoville, told the
party’s Transvaal con-

gress in Johannésburg !

iqflation was causing
widespread economic de-
privation and revolution-
ary conditions flourish-
ed such. circumstances.

- The economy was boom-
ing, but the pensioners,
.the people in lower in-

- come groups, the work- |
ing man and the house-
W}fe were 'being hard
hit by inflation at every
turn. . '

REVOLUTION

‘When_a society is econ-
nomically deprived the .|
seeds have been sown |
‘ for‘ unrest and revo-
lution. By failing ade-
qua_tely to combat in-
_flation the Government
is playing into the
hands of those who
seek to bring about
revolution.’

If the Government wished
to avoid revolution it
had to see there was no
economic deprivation.

S S RS i

Mr Schwarz was speaking

on a motion condemning
the Government for its
failure to take adequate
steps to combat infla-
tion which had caused
hardship and distress to
many sections of the
community. The motion
was _ carried  unani-
mously.

PENSIONS

‘The congress also unani--

mously approved a
motion ecalling on the
Minister of Health, Wel-
fare and Pensions to
pay adequate pensions
without discrimination

and to take, steps to

ensure that all persons

in South Africa belonged i

to a pension scheme,
Mr Alf Widman, MP for

Hillbrow, said racial dis-

crimination in ‘the pay-
ment of pensions could
not be tolerated.—Sapa.

Political Staff

THE Leader of the Opposition, Dr F van
Zyl Slabbert, said today the East London
North and Simon’s Town by - election
results had shown how difficult it was
becoming for a relevant white opposition

to survive. i
« He told the Transvaal

| provincial congress of the

Progressive Federal Party
that this struggle would
become more intense and
make even greater
demands on members of
the party.

The . PFP’s . disappoint-
ment with the resuits was
not that it had lost polit-
ical possessions.

fYou cannot lose what

‘ you haven't. got. The dis-

appointment lies in the
fact that we did not show
more progress than we
did,’ Dr Slabbert said.

A STRUGGLE

‘But there is a deepeér
sense of apprehension
about this. These results
define the difficulty of the
struggle for the survival
of relevant white opposi-
tion politics. We must face
this.’ f i :
In Zimbabwe and South
West Africa the white

| opposition had gradually
! disappeared. This had im-

poverished the debate on
constitutional  alternatives
and had contributed to
increased racial polarisa-
tion.

In those countries the
recipe for electoral suc-
cess had been quite sim-
ple: ‘Promise the white
voter the impossible and
you cannot go wrong.’

Dr Slabbert said the

Dr van Zyl Slabbert

e of an effective opposl-
1;?(l)n was to tell the white
voter what he had to know
— not what he wanted fo

r. :
he'il‘he opposition’s task ‘
was to tell v‘o@ers tp
embrace change ‘1gnmed11
ately, and not to wait for a
time when 'the Govern-
ment would be forced into
uctant reform.
rMVoters had to be told
that a just and peaceful
future ~ depended on 4
negotiated constitution
supported by representa-
tives of all race groups.

"Dr Slabbert warned
against ‘transparent
attempts’ - to focus atten-
tion on ‘so-called -differ-
ences, ' factions and flght—
ing issues’ inside the PFP. .\
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