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Court sidesteps NNP wrangling

Meeting gbes oﬁ, formalié_ing-plans for apacton co-bpera'tive gove rnment with AN C

Tamar Kahn, Alan Fire
and Wyadham Hartley

CAPE TOWN — Western Cape pre-
mier Gerald Morkel's attempts to
stop an emergency New National Par-

P) federal council meeting was
halted by acting Judge Lee Bozalek’s
ruling yesterday that it was "not the
court’s function to stifle debate in
NNP structures”, :

In yet another day:d?( high drama

in opposition palitics, Morkel sought
an urgent interdict against the NNP
to prevent its federal council hokding
anurgent meeting in Pretoria.

The meeting went ahead, formal- '

ising plans for an agreemeat on co-
llil the

operative

~

. wil

Mm‘mw:%as

was suspended by the NNP last week,
but won a court order restoring his
membershipon Tuesday. - .
. Yesterday's federal council meet-
Ing was delayed several times during

_ if Morkel was unbappy with NNP {ed-

. alrightsof

the course f the day as lawyers ar- Meanwhile NNP Cape councillors
gued its legality. . will hold talks with DA leader Tony

In his judgment, Bozalek said that :keon over his “leadership style™ inan
attempt to salvage the DA’s thin ma-
jority on the council

A source said the vast majority of
councillors were loathe to follow
NNP leader Marthinus van Schalk-
wyk intoa coalition with the ANC.

However, he said, there remained
disquiet about Leon's abrasive style,
inchiding the way he dealt with for-
mer mayor Peter Marais, and Van

Leon; saying he had often been un-

fair d, especially by Van
Scthwymm. Leon was “will-
.ingto listen” to any representations.

eral council decisions he should
challenge them through an NNP fed-
eral copgress or by judicial review.

Bozalek also said the NNP had not
acted outside its constitution in call-
ing for an urgent meeting.

NNP deputy. executive director
Daryl Swanepoel welcomed the deci-
sion, but Morkel warned the NNP to
“tread carefully” on the constitution-
members. 3

Morkel did not attend- the NNP
federal counci! meeting, but sent a
four page letter in which he reiter- -
ated his opposition to suspending

; gAcaway NP group. The ANC-NNP, with
.#Morkel also said that he would :*-a-77-strong cancus would have a ma-

. continue with his Cape High Court '_]prityinﬁiez_m-s&atcounciL % -

application to hiave the NNP's dec- . : In agother development, Cape

. - shon to quit theDA set aside and with - Town city Robert Maydon
his plans for “an NNP provincial - “has confirmed chaims that it
congress onr_icvambe,r 17. - .+ would cast a prospective ANC-NNP

- The DA canpot lose more than 23 -
- . partic I the DA, arid entering - councillors tothe ANC, or to a break- -
* into arglliance with the ANC.

majority in the council ahout R35m
to cancel the contracts of senior of-
ficials. This process is Turrently be-
ing finalised. At the weekend, the
ANC called for the process to be sus-
pended until there was clarity on the
council's future, Maydon confirmed
yesterday that, since the weekend,
he had signed his coatract. Anumber
of his ten recently appointed senior
executives had done the same, and
the remainder would sign shortly.
Meanwhile, Parliament is almost
certain to be recalled to consider leg-
islative chianges to allow elected of-

- ficials to cross the floor.

. Chiet government spokesman
Joel Netshitenzhe ‘said yesterday
that the issue of legislation to allow _

- public represeatatives . to--change -

ies was not discussed at cablnet.
eartiest cabinet can:approve a
bill ‘or a constitutiona! amendment
will be November 21. Parlizfient 58

scheduled to risenext Friday ” .
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