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AFTER MACHEL 

THE AIR DISASTER IN WHICH PRES SAMORA MACHEL OF MOZAMBIQUE AND 

OFFICIALS OF HIS GOVERNMENT WERE KILLED WILL AGGRAVATE THE SMOUL- 

DERING UNREST IN SOUTHERN AFRICA.! . 

THE TRAGEDY WILL COURSE SOUTH AFRICA SOME EMBARRASSMENT, 

SINCE SHE HAS LONG BEEN REGARDED AS THE FORCE BEHIND THE REBEL 

MOVEMENT RENAMOid AND THAT THE AIRCRAFT FELL ON SOUTH AFRICAN SOIL IS 

ONE OF THE MEANEST TRICKS THAT FATE HAS EVER PLAYEDH! : 

WE CAN START BRACING OURSELVES FOR ALL THE ACCUSATIONS THAT WILL 

BE HURLED IN OUR DIRECTIOMN. A FORETASTE OF WHAT WE MAY EXPECT, 

MAY BE FOUND IN REMARK MADE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 

COMMONWALTH : ' WHATEVER THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE 

DISASTER *.bif SAMORA MACHEL AND HIS COLLEAGUES WERE 

VICTIMS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT'S POLICY LR R 

WE CANNOT AND DO NOT WISH TO DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST SuCH 

IMMATURE ACCUSATIONS.E HOWEVER, WE ARE HURT BY THE FACT THAT 

SOUTH AFRICA IS SO READILY PLACED IN THE DOCK AND THAT SO MANY 

INSTITUTIONS (NOT ALL AS CRACK-BRAINED AS THE ABOVEMENTIONED 

INSTITUTION) AND COUNTRIES THAT WE SHOULD REGARD AS FRIENDS ARE 

SO READY TO BELIEVE THE WORST OF uSi. 

GRANTED, THE MARK OF CAIN ON SOUTH AFRICA'S FOREHEAD 1S PARTLY 

DUE TO OUR OWN PAST BEHAVIOUR. HOWEVER, OUR VICTIMISATION IS 

DUE MORE TO THE SCINTILLATING PROPAGANDA ACTIONS OF OUR ENEMIES 

WHO ARE ENGAGED IN MOBILISING THE HATRED OF THE WORLD AGAINST US 

WITHOUT SOUTH AFRICA LIFTING A FINGER TO DEFEND HERSELF IN THEIR 

OWN STYLE. 

WE CAN EXPECT THE FIGHTING IN MOZAMBIQUE TO INCREASE IN INTENSITY 

AND TO BECOME MORE WIDESPREAD. PRES MACHEL STOOD AT THE HEAD OF 

A BESIEGED GOVERNMENT.t HIS MILITARY FORCES WERE CRUMBLING IN 

THE FACE OF RENAMO REBELS, wHO wlLL PROBABLY TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY 

TO DEAL THE FINAL BLOW. E 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WwILL DO ITSELF AND THE COUNTRY A FAVOUR 

BY HAVING IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE SLIGHTEST IMPRESSION OF 

INVOLVEMENT MAY BE AVOIDED.  



  

  
  

~ VADERLAND : 21 ocCT 
- INFLAMMABLE 

NOW THAT PRES SAMORA MACHEL HAS BEEN KILLED IN AN AIR CRASH, WE -ARE NOT GOING TO JOIN THE CHORUS THAT I IS LANDING THE PRESIDENT AS A WONDERFUL LEADER:.s 

AS FAR AS UNDESERVED CRITICISM OF SOUTH AFRICA GOES, HE DID HIS SHARE.Y AND ALTHOUGH THE FAILURE OF THE NKOMATI ACCORD IS PARTLY DUE TO CIRCUMSTNCES, HE IS ALSO TQ BLAME. AS HEAD OF STATE HE CAN BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PRESENCE OF THE ANC IN HIS COUNTRY AS WELL AS THE ACTS OF TERRORISM COMMITTED FROM MQ- ZAMBIQUE. 2 

HOWEVER, NOW THAT WE HAVE SAID ALL THIS, WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HIS DEATH IS NOT IN THE INTERESTS OF SOUTH AFRICA OR THE REGION, PARTICULARLY NOT THE WAY THAT HE DIED,: ' 4 

AS MAY BE EXPECTED WE ARE ALREADY BEING BLAMED IN RADICAL CIRCLES, EVEN WITH THE QULAIFICATION ''"NOTWITHSTANDING THE FACTS''® OR '/'UNTIL SOUTH AFRICA IS PROVED INNOCENT' ' : 

HOWEVER, THIS EMBARRASSMENBT MAY ONLY BE THE LEAST OF OUR PROBLEMS. 
THE LAT PRES MACHEL WAS A PRAGMATIC LEADER. HE VISITED MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON, LONDON AND PEKING, EAST BERLIN AND BONN.f 
HE ATTEMPTED TO MAINTAIN A BALANCE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST WHICH OBVIATED AN ANGOLA SITUATION,I 

NOW SOUTHERN AFRICA HAS BEEN PLUNGED INTO DANGEROQUS UNCERTAINTY ! THE POSSIBLITY OF A RADICAL MARXIST SUCCEEDING THE LAT PRES MACHEL CANNOT BE EXCLUDED:.: 

TO DATE IT HAS SEEMED THAT WESTERN AID TO FRELIMO HAS PREVENTED RUSSIAN OR CuBAN INTERVENTION. IF A RADICAL FROM MOSCOW SHOULD TAKE OVER, WE CAN EXPECT THE WORST:.   ABOUT ONE THING WE CAN BE CERTAIN : IN THE MIDST OF A WAVE OF EMOTION SURROUNDING THE PRESIDENT'S DEATH, THE WHOLE NEW SITUATION MUST BE DEALT WITH WITH THE UTMOST CALMS EVEN RENAMO, ON ITS APPARENT ROAD TO VICTORY, SHOULD REALISE THIS:.: SOUYTHER AFRICA HAS SUDDENLY BECOME HIGHLY INFLAMMABLE: : 
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TO ¢ MR DENNIS GORDON TEBA (i:, 

FROM : CHERRYL KEMP 

BEELD : 17 OCTOBER 

SA AND AFRICA 

IT HAS FREQUENTLY BEEN SAID THAT SOUTH AFRICA’S WAY TO ACCEPTANCE 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY RUNS THROUGH AFRICA. 

THIS IS WHY IT IS SO ENCOURAGING TO HEAR THAT SOUTH AFRICA’S 
RELATIONS WITH NUMEROUS AFRICAN STATES ARE BETTER THAN THEY SEEM. 
THE VEIL WAS LIFTED SLIGHTLY WHEN MR NEIL VAN HEERDEN, SOUTH 
AFRICA’S CFFICIAL AT THE HEAD OF AFRICAN RELATIONS, ADDRESSED 
THE PRETORIA PRESS CLU3, 

CCORDING TO HIM 90 PER CENT OF SOUTH AFRICA’S 8800 MILLION 
WHICH IS DEVOTED TO FOREIGN AID, IS SPENT IN AFRICA. FOR 
EXAMPLE, A STOCK BREEDING PROJECT OF R10 MILLION HAS BEEN LAUNCHED 
IN AN AREA WHERE NO ONE THOUGH CATTLE FARMING WOULD SUCCEED. 
A SUCCESSFUL MAIZE PROJECT HAS BEEN INITIATED IN AN AREA THAT 
WAS PROCLAIMED INSUITABLE BY FOREIGN EXPERTS. 

A MOST TANGIBLE DEVELOPMENT 1S THE GIGANTIC HIGLANDS WATER SCHEME 
IN WHICH SOUTH AFRICA AND LESOTHO ARE PARTNERS. THIS SCHBEME 
WILL NOT ONLY SUPPLY SOUTH AFRICA WITH ESSENTIAL WATER BUT WILL 
PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE INTERIOR OF LESOTHO. 

SOUTH AFRICA’S NATURAL ALLIES AND TRADE PARTNERS ARE IN AFRICA. 
YET WE HAVE NOT BEEN A3BLE TO FUND THE KEY TO UNLOCK AFRICA. 

ONE PROBLEM |S THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAS TRANSMITTED CONFLICTING 
SIGNALS TO AFRICA IN THE PAST, A COERCIVE ATTITUDE 4S5 FREQUENTLY 
EMPLCYED PRIOR TO ANY DIPLOMATIC MEASURES - EVEN WHEN NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE UNDER WAY. BUT WHAT WE REALLY LACK |S CONSISTENCY SO THAT 
AFRICA MAY KNOW HOW SOUTH AFRICA WILL REACT IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES.   
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THE ECONOMY   
    

WHEN the weekly train bringing 
Mozambican workers to South 
Africa’s goldfields failed to react 
Johannesburg station last Wednesday 
afternoon, mine manazers worried 
that Pretoria’s bar on Mozambican 
labour, announced that afternoon, had 
come into effect already. 

To their relief, the train had simply 
been delayed, and there would be no 

lubour shortages in the weeks ahead. 
Industey analysts calculating the 

costs of the South African govemment 

action saw that the loss of 
Mozambican labour would damage 
though not cripple the industry. 

But the announcement came as a 
body blow to the Mozambican 
economy and left more than 100 000 
Lesotho nationals feeling extremely 
nervous that similar action could be 
taken against them. 
When the train arrived on Thursday 

there was no special ceremony to 
mark the end of an era -— the last 
trainload of Mozambican miners, 

whose links with the goldmines are as 
old as the industry itself. 

After all, it was Mozambican labour 
in the 1890s and the early twentieth 
century which laid the foundations of 
the South African mining industry, 
built Johannesburg and later 
bankrolled the decrepit Portugucsc 
empire. 

Unable to attract South African 
blacks to poorly paid jobs in what 
historian Alan Jeeves has described as 
the “dangerous, brutal and onerous 
working eavironment” of the mines, 
the Chamber of Mines recruited most 
of its labour from Mozambique in the 
first three decades of the gold mines. 

Mozambique's peasdht economy had 
oeen devastated by three centuries of 
Portuguese colonialism, which 
included the large-scale export of 
slaves and forced labour on the 
prazos, the large colonial estates. 
Mozambicans were driven to scek 

Wage remuneration to pay taxes and to 

mtord the trade in fortified wine and 

spirits upon which whole 
comimunities, with the connivance of 
the Chamber's labour recruitment 
agents, had become dependant. 
Through agreement between the 

Po'tuoues:, colonial authorities and 
the Chamber and South African 
authorities (in which the Portuguese 

received kickbacks, such as a certain 
guarantced amount of traffic through 

Lorenco Marques harbour), a system 
of tied labour emerged between 

e re— 
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The last train from Map 
Mozambican labour and the mines 
  

Mozambican labour has 
long been the mainstay of the 

mining industry. When 
Frelimo came to power in 
1975, one in three miners 

was from Mozambique. Even 
today, severai mining houses, 
notably JCI, Rand Mines and 

Anglovaal, have large 
complements of Mozambican 

miners. FHILLIP VAN 
NIEKERK and JEAN LEGER 

report on how last week’s bar - 
on Mozambican labour will 
hurt the mining industry. 

  

neighbour economically, the South 
African govermment drastically cut 
down the recruitment of 
Mozambicans to the mines. 

By 1977 the total number cf 
Mozambicans on the gold mines hud 
been reduced to ‘its low point of 

5 00C. 
As 2 furiher cconomic measurs, 'n 

1978 South Africa scrapped an 
agreement signec with Portugal in 
1928 in which part of the miners’ 
wages were paid to the Portuguese 
administration in gold at a fixed price. 

By reselling this gold at free market 
priczs, Portugal was assured of 
massive revenues which effectively 

.propped up the crumbling S00-ycar- 
old empire in its lust years. 

By the 198Cs,  recruitment of 
Mozambican labour had picked up 
once morec. This was given fur xher 
impatus by the I"komau Accord of 
1984, climbing close to 60 000 by ths 
time of last week’s anouncement. 

To tie mine-owners, Mozambican 
workers have several attractions -— 
their experience in the industry mearss 
they often fill supzrvisory and skilied 
positions and the.r desperation for 
work means they are prepared to 

work on many of the hottest and mosi 
dangerous mings. 
The mining incustry has a glut in 

labour supply unprecedented in s 
history, but the thesis that all black 
mineworkers are unskilled has lorg 

been discredited and certain 
individual mines are likely to be hard- 
hit.    



Mozambique's three southern provinces and the goldmines. 
On the eve of the Anglo Boer War, more than 60 000 Mozambicans were employed on the goldinines, about 60 percent of the toral workforce. Its peak as a percentage was in 1904 when two-thirds of the black workers on the 3old mines were from Mozambiquc. Mozambican employment on the mines remained constantly high until Frelimo came to power in 1975, when there were 118 000 Mozambicans on the mines — 3 third of the tota] workforce and tha largest single cthnic complement. 

Fearful of the importation of socialist ideas on (o the mines and wanting to weaken its new Marxist 
  

  
Trade Union ORrGANiserR ) 
  Yacancy in Johannesbung area 
The responsibilities of the position: rgcenise workers gad co-orcinc'e their local activities, Develon collective o fon mckirg, 

4 clic gractices 
ed group of 

workers, Negoticie ong represent workers and 
unicn. r~ A 3 = ), i -o-orcinaie worker education orecrammes in local creq, (:o”ecfiveTy plen for the development of the vnon. 

The person for the sosition musi: ¢ adle fo work with minimum of supervision, be self mol.voted, hove q personal commitment o fhe struggie of the workers, have o background of involvement in o traode union or other organisation eg. church, youth, community of worren'’s group. 
e i T 

"Applicch'om with full detcils should be submitted by not later than 20 Ociober 1736 to: o e National Auvtomebile and Allied 
Wl"hrl Ul 

PO Bex 4097, 
. Pert Elizabeth 6014 
              
        

Though they only constitute 12 percent of the black laboyr force, the withdrawal of their labour s likely to have an effect on production disproporticnate to their numbers. 
And certain mining houses are likely to be harder hit than others. Those with the largest complement of Mozambique workers  are Iohannesburg Consolidated Investments (3C1.25 percent), Rand Mines (22 percent) and Anglovaal (20 

percent). 
Anglo American, which has a policy of phasing out Mozambican labour, wiil be the least affected. 
However, on its two most dangerous mines — Westemn Deep Levels and Elandsrand — Anglo still has & high proportion of Mozambicans. 
A field study on Mozambican laboyr by Mapuio’s Eduardo Mondlane University said of Western Deep Levels: “Because it is a very deep Mmine it js, extremely hot for underground working conditions and itis a highly unpopular mine.” 

Al even more D i ! the attractions of Mozambican laboyr is East Rand Proprictary Mines (ERPM), the hottest, most dangerous and deepest mine in the Rand Mines 
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group, which has g Mozambican 
group 
complement of 43 perceat 
highest in the industry. 
According to the Maputo University 

— the ! 

study, during the seventics ERPM | mine “went out of jts way to make openings for Mozambicans and issued new Rc-Employmcnt Certificates, sometimes through the post, to ex- employees whose certificates had already expired”, 
In addition, Mozambican workers ~— whose insecurity about their jobs have made them extramely subservient to mine management —- have sirongly resisted unionisation and are known by management to be    
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strike-breakers. 
It is an extraordinary irony that the 

workers whom the goveramen: 
envisages will replace them are likely 
to be South Africans, who have a 
greater reputation for militancy and a 
strong distaste for unpleasant working 
conditions. 
And it places the National Union of 

Mineworkers (NUM) in an invidious 
position because in August last year 
they decided at a national conference 
to call for an industry-wide strike 
should foreizn workers be 
repatriated. 

NUM  was 
.ith threats to 
-onals who 
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terminated in a short space of time. 

The primary effects of the move 
will be felt in Mozambique's three 

southern provinces Maputo, 
Inhambane and Gaza — where the 

population already faces famine as a 
result of drought and the ravages of 
the Renamo insurgents. 

In a 1977 paper advocating the 
disengagement of Mozambican 
mineworkers from South African 
mines, Ruth First and Rob Davies for 
the Institute of African Studics in 
Maputo argued that this would not be 
possible without massive rural 
development in these areas. 

Mine wages have tended to outstrip 
agricultural produce in the three 
provinces by a factor of 10. 

“The system of labour export has 
been entrenched as a result of 4 long 
historical process of 
underdevelopment in southern Africa, 
and one which has left the supply 
states structurally dependent on the 
South African labour market,” they 
wrote. 

In the lust 10 years this process has, 
if anything, worsened. 
According to official sources in 

Maputo, quoted by the news agency 
Aim, the remittances of Mozambican 
mineworkers represented about a 
third of Mozambique's foreign 
exchange earnings last year. 

For the miners and their families, 
the effects will be horrendous. A 
shantytown of men living only for the 
hope of a mine job has sprung up 
outside Teba mining recruitment 
offices at Ressano Gurcia, close to the 
South African border, 
Now that their hopes have been 

shattered, what will the fate of these 
men be? 
And for the thousands of miners 

who have spent a lifetime of labour on 
South African mines, there remains 
one last train trip back to starvation 
before the Maputo-Johannesburg 
labour trains stop running forever. 
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