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by LESLEY VAN DUFFELEN 

ANOTHER 18 United Democratic Front and Co- satu members were defained yesterday — only 
of crucial peace talks 

aimed at ending the violencp in the city’s town- 
ships. 

A total of 38 UDF and 
Cosatu members . have 
been held since Friday 
when two key people in 
the talks — UDF Natal 
Midlands joint secre- 
taries Mr Martin Witten- 
berg and Mr Skumbuzo 
Ngwenya — and 13 
others were arrested, 

Yesterday afternoon 
another two key peop! 
in the peace “negotia- 
tions, Mr Robbie Mkhize 
and Mr Kenneth Dladla 
were detained when 
police raided Cosatu 
House in East Street. 

The police raid took 
place while the Chamber 
of Commerce, Cosatu 
and the UDF were dis- 
cussing the first of the 
peace talkswhich were 
tobe held tomerrow. 

ee leaders or initiative will fail, police warned 

    

  In a last ditch attempt 
to save the talks last 
night, the Chamber of 
Commerce called on the 
State to release the de- 

| tainees in question and 
| to act with considerable 
| restraint at this crucial 

time. 
It said the detention of 

UDF supporters on Fri- 
day and yesterday was a 
major obstacle to hold- 
ing the first preliminary 
joint meeting scheduled 
for tomorrow. 

The detentions have 
had a very negative ef- 
fect on the peace process 
which had been showing 
clear signs of progress, 
said the chamber. 

| Mr Pierre Cronje, who 
| was to have been in- 

[ volved in tomorrow’s 
peace talks, called the 

| bolice action “madness” 
and said he would meet 
with the Minister of 
Police “as soon as he is 
available”. 

“The only conclusion I 
' can draw is that this is a 
deliberate attempt to 
jeopardise the peace 
talks,” he said. 

Mayor Mr Mark Cor- nell said he was not in a 
position to comment as 
he was unable to obtain further information from 
the police. 

He had telephoned the police twice ' yesterday and on Friday last week. On all occasions the 
police had been polite 
but guarded and said any 
information about the 
detainees would have to 
be released by the Minis- 
terof Police. 

Pietermaritzburg North NP MP Mr Danie Schutte 
said last night he had made inquiries and the matter was being con- sidered in Pretoria. 
Cosatu and the UDF 

called yesterday’s deten- | tions “the last straw” and 
said any peace initiative 
became impossible when leading members 
of their organisation were detained for no 
apparent reason.   ——   
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South Africa 

Ending th 
THE freeing after nearly a quarter of a 
cenhuéy of the veteran African Nat- 
ional Congress prisoner, Govan Mbeki, 
has put the release of his world re- 
nowned comrade, Nelson Mandela, 
firmly back on the agenda. The ques- 
tion now is not as much whether but 
when the charismatic Mandela will be 
freed. 

Only one factor can delay the emer- 
gence from jail of Mandela in the next 
few months: an upsurge in the now qui- 
escent revolt in South Africa’s black 
townships, triggered by the return to 
political life of Mbeki: So far, however, 
there is every evidence that Mbeki (77), 
and the black leaders shepherding him 
into life outside prison, will not do any- 
thing to jeopardise the freedom of Man- 
dela and the five ANC prisoners who 
were jailed for life with him at the Riv- 
onia trial of 1964. 

President P.W. Botha has chided the 
Press for speculating on when the next 
wave of political prisoners will follow 
Mbeki, charging that premature con- 
Jecture is irresponsible. But his own 
cabinet ministers have confirmed, with 
a proviso or two, that the release of 
Mbeki is both a trial run for the release 
of further political prisoners and the 
first move in a wider game plan. 

The first and immediate aim is to re- 
initiate the stalled move to establish a 
national council. Devised as a forum 
where leaders of all races can draft a 
new constitution forall South Africans, 
the council has so far failed to win 

Tlendorsement from a single creditable 
‘o}l:ek leader. Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
léader of the 1,5-million strong Zulu- 
based Inkatha, has set the liberation of 
Mandela and the leader of the rival Pan 
Africanist Congress, Zeph Mothoepeng, 
as a pre-condition for his participation, 
Anxious to persuade Buthelezi to serve 

on the council, the government has 
started to move toward fulfilling his 
condition. But it is doing so cautiously, 
testing the reaction of South Africa’s 
black and white communities to the re- 
lease of lesser known prisoners before 
freeing Mandela. 

. The government has a second, asso- 
ciated motive: to “demythologise” the 
ANC and its leaders. The ANC has been 
outlawed since 1960. Many of its major 
leaders, including the original “high 
command” of its underground army, 
Umkhonto weSizwe, have been in jail 
or exile since 1964. The rest have been 
in exile. Over the years, however, the 
public has not forgotten either the ANC 
or its imprisoned leaders. Instead, the 
ANC leadership has grown in stature 
and become shrouded in a status-en- 
hancing mystique. The government 
now wants to reverse the process. In a 
revealing choice of phrase, the pro-gov- 
ernment Beeld, said in an editorial on 
Mbeki’s release: “The Mbeki myth has 
suddenly become a human who, like all 
citizens, must be law-abiding and thus 
peaceful.” 

De-mystification infers two develop- 
ments: the re-emergence of the incar- 
cerated ANC leaders into public life 
where they can make mistakes and, as a 
logical corollary, the unbanning of the 
ANC. The ban on the ANC seems to 
have been partially lifted, in practice if 
not in a strict legal sense, in Mbeki's 
case. He has made no bones about his 
commitment to the ANC and to its 
“revolutionary ally”, the South African 
Communist Party. But he has not been 
prevented from speaking on their b%' 
half, although the restriction prohibif 
ing the Press from publishing his re- 
marks is still in force. When Mbeki is 
joined by his colleagues — Walter Si- 
sulu (75), a former secretary general of 
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the ANC, is tipped as the next ANC man 
to be freed — the de facto lifting of the 
ban will become more apparent. 

But although the ban may be re- 
voked, de facto or de jure, the state of 
emergency is likely to be left intact. 
That will place the ANC in the same 
position as the legal, though severely 
harassed, United Democratic Froni. 
The two opposition forces share a 
broadly common ideological approach. 
The national state of emergency, de- 
clared in June 1986 and renewed a year 
later, was imposed to contain an at- 
tempt by the ANC to fan the township 
revolt of 1984-1986 into a full-scale 
people’s war or popular insurrection. 
Thus one government objective in the 
presentsituation, is to wean the ANC of 

its long-standing commitment to 
“armed struggle”. Conversely, it hopes 
to lure the ANC, or sections of it, into 
participation in approved structures, 
including the national council. 

Stoffel van der Merwe, the man 
Botha has entrusted with a mandate to 
give impetus to internal negotiations 
with black leaders, has argued that 
there is no justification for the ANC'’s 
guerrilla war today. Whatever reasons 
the ANC may have had originally for its 
decision to revert to guerrilla war, 
these no longer hold, Van der Merwe 
argued in parliament. His speech 
might be construed as a bid to per- 
suade the ANC to abandon its hope of 
winning power through revolutionary 
war. Another, concomitant government 
aim might be to split the ANC into ex- 
ternal and internal wings, a variant of 
Botha's earlier attempt to separate 
ANC nationalists from communists. 

The unfolding situation will, of 
course, present the ANC with difficult 
decisions. To function as a semi-legal 
movement in the minuscule areas of 
political freedom left by the emergency 
restrictions is hardly an attractive pro- 
position. At the time of the Common- 
wealth Eminent Persons peace mission 
to South Africa in 1986, the ANC was 
prepared to suspend its guerrilla cam- 
paign while negotiating with Botha — 
on condition that tro«;gs and police 
were removed from the townships. 
Botha, however, is not offering to nego- 
tiate with the ANC now, still less to 
withdraw °security forces from the 
townships. His lieutenants are merely 
‘hinting that he may be prepared to 
allow released ANC leaders a degree 
of freedom. 

Botha has not extracted a formal re- 
nunciation of violence from Mbeki. But 
the ANC leader’s release is clearly 
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