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FROM OLIVFR TAMRO, PRESIDFNT, ATFRICAN NATIONAL, CONGRESS OF
SOUTH AFRICA 2k -

Dear Mr., President’

‘The African National Conaress conaratulates the Rritish
Anti-Apartheid Movement on the twentvfifth anniversary of
its founding and wishes vou ever ogreater successes in vour
efforts to mobilise all anti-racist forces in Pritain in a
united front of action against the anartheid regime in
Pretoria. The Anti-Apartheid Moverment can with justifiable
nride look back at a record of great achievements. From its
small beaginings in London twentvfive vears aco, the Anti-
Aparthaid Movement has spread to evervy corner of the world.
Its ideas are today deeply imnlanfed in the-sceial
cencinusness of the British peonle.lLondon, once the nerve
centre of a vaste emnire of ornression and domination, is
today the laraest Anti-Arartheid zone in the Rritish Isles.

I wish in wnarticular to concaratulate you nersonally, Mr
President, who toagether with President Julius Nvercre, the
Chairman of the Frontline States, narticirated in the
foundina of the Anti-Apartheid Movement.

The issue that then broucht us toaether still unites us todav.
Wo remain confident that victorv shall finally be curs.

We salute the worlds outstandinc fighters acainst arartheid
~colonialism who have agathered in London to mark this
important occasion. I sincerely rearet not heing able to be
nresent rersonally.

Yet, even as we rejoice, we must remind ourselves that the
very fact that this movement still exists testifies to our
determination to eradicate the scourage of arartheid from the
face of Southern Africa. The Anti-Apartheid Movement will bv
its nature always be caught in this paradox:

that it will only be able to conqgratulate itsclf the dav its
existance is no longer necessarv.

It is an historic fact that ouer the centuries of contact
between British and South African peonles, the best elements
of British society have alwavs shared with us a common
tradition of opposition to racism and nationel onpression.
Another fine example heas recentlv been set during the
magnificent public demonstrations that greeted P.W Botha’s
visit to London: making it qguite clear that large numbers of
Britons consider anartheid a crime acainst humanity. It is
indeed a measure of thc moral influence that the Anti~Amarthceid
Movement wields that in its oublic discleosures akcout the talks,
the Thatcher government felt obliced to opresent itself as a
critical interlocutor rather than a friend of P.W Botha .



The newly aquired resnectabilitv of the South African racists
should spur us to ever agreater efforts to reassert the
principle of and continue the strugole for the total isolation
of the avartheid regime. This is a moral imperative derived
not merely from the historic necessity to crush anartheid,

but also as a direct contribution to the struaqle anainst
racism evervwhere.

No country, no neovle, no government that has dealings with
anartheid South Africa can horne to escarae contagion.

~2s we mark the twentyfifth anniversarv of the Anti-Anartheid
Movement we must once again apneal to our friends in Britain:
as the struggle inside South Africa grows more intense and
bitter, we shall have occasion to call on you again and
again for the moral and material supvort that has helped to
sustain us over the last twentvfive years.

The struggle continues, wvictory is certain.
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