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THE ANC s constitu-

tional principles were

rel eased yesterday,
proposing a uniteti,
multi-party state tn

whi ch the diversity of
peopl es’ | anguages.
cultures and religions
"shal | be acknow ed-

ged".

An ANC del egation to
Codesa. headed by its
seetetary-genenl M Cy-
ril Ramaphosa. presented

t he docunent to a neet-
ing of Wirking G oup

Two on constitutiona
matters at the Wrld
Trade Centre outside |o-
hannesbut g.

"They: will be a nmulti-
party denocracy with the
right to formand join pol -
C sets out its plan

I

itical parties and with
regul ar elections on the
basi s of univetsal adult
suffrage on a conmon
votets’ roll." the ANC
docunent sai d.

"t Each vote shall be of
equal value and in genera
the basic electoral system
shal | be that of propor-
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tional representation.
uThere shall be a separ-
ation of power with ap-
propriate checks and bal -
nmeet . "

The ANC said the con-
stitution should also all ow
for the application of af-
firmative action "in order
to help redress the racia
and gender i nbal ances
created by past discrim -
nation".

uWthin the context of

an undi vi ded South Afri -
ca. governnent will func-
tion at national. regiona
and-| ocal Ilevels; the ap-
ptoptiate division and de-
centralisation shall be
such as to eneounge none
raci al . denocratic partici-
pati on and adninistl’ation
at all |evels.

"The diversity of |an-
guages. cultures and relig-
i ons of the people of
South Africa shall be ac-
know edged. " the ANC

sai d.

"Al'l shall enjoy univer-
sally accepted human
tights. freedons and ci vi



liberties including free-
dom of religion. speech

and assenbly. protected

by an entrenched and

| justifiable Bill of Rights
and a |l egal systemthat
guarantees equality of all’
before the | aw

uSouth Africa will be a
united. denocratictl’htitlz
raci al and non-sexi st state
i n which sovereign auth-
ority is exercised over the
whol e of its territory." the
ANC pr oposed.

"The constitution will

be the suprene | aw and

wi Il be guarded over by

an i ndependent. non-

raci al, non-sexist and im
partial judiciary."

The ANC has al so pro-

posed that an Interim

Gover nrent Counci |

with | egislative and ex-
ecutive powers, be ap-

pai nted by Codesa to
oversee the transitiona
peri od.

Once elections for a
constituent assenmbly have
taken place the ANC pro-
poses two possibilities:
"Either the interim

Gover nment Council con-
tinues to function in the
agreed manner until the
constituent assenbly has
conpleted its work and a
new Parlianment is in

pl ace. or the constituent
assenbly is vested with
soverei gn powers so that

it functions both as a eon-
stituent assenbly and as a
| egi slature until the new
constitution has been

adopted. "
The ANC sai d. howev-
er, that it was still consid-

ering the inplications of
the suggestion that the
constituent assenbly be
vested with sovereign
powers and did not yet
"have a hnn position on
1, 329"

this.

"What concerns us is

that the constituent as-
senbly should not be di-
verted (tom or in any
way hindered in. achiev-
ing its primary purpose.
which will be to adopt a
new constitution."

The ANC considered it

i mponant that the interim
government be given a

| egal fonn which neant
its structures and powers



be defined in |egislation
and the existing wnstituto
i on be amended where
necessary.

The I nterim Gover n-

ment Council should have
appropriate |egislative
and executive powers re-
garding the el ectoral pro-
ceSS. the security (owes,
the public nedia. the
Budget and "all other ac-
tion that is considered
necessary for proper gov-
ernment during the inter-
impetiodi.

hQur proposal is that

an I nteri m Gover nnent
Counci | be appoi nted by
Codesa to co-ordinate

and supervise the existing
admi ni stration. and that
the Interim Government
Council be vested with

| egi sl ati ve and executive
functions to be exercised
i n accordance with pro-
wdures and structures to
be deternm ned by Code-

a."

The proposal s enpha-

lz/z 6e

sised the need for a short
transition period. '"ta mat-
ter of nonths rather than
years".

uAbove all. the process
must not be del ayed. and
we woul d be opposed to
the adoption of any pro-
cesses or structures which
woul d have that result,"”
The propGsal s satd the
ANC was firmin its posit-
ion that the new constitut-
ion should be decided on
by an el ected constituent
assenbl y.

No contentious |egis-

| ati on shoul d be enacted
and no contentious ex-
ecutive action should be
taken during the period of
an interim government

"W see it as a period
during which there should
be governnment by con-
sensus ot substantial con-
sensus. "

The ANC said thete

was a possible way in
which its ptoposals and
those of sone of the other
parties coul d be brought
toget her uso as to neet
the purposes we have
identified as the essentia
purposes of an interim
gover nment ".

uWwe are willing to ex-

pl ore such possibilities."



The ANC al so called

for the total dismantling
of apartheid |egislatures
by the time the constitu-
ent assenbly was estab-
lished. - Sapa.

' See Pigcfout.
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