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AN ACCEPTANCE ADDRESS OF THE

AM LCAR CABRAL PRI ZE DURI NG THE
20TH ANNI VERSARY CELEBRATI ONS AT
DAKAR | N SENEGAL ON 29 NOVEMBER -

3 DECEMBER 1993

BY GOVAN MBEKI

CHAI RPERSQN, YOUR EXCELLENCY THE
PRESI DENT OF SENEGAL, PRESI DENT OF
CODESRI A, DI STI NGUI SHED GUESTS,

LADI ES AND CGENTLEMEN

VWHEN | RECElI VED A FAX FROM THE
EXECUTI VE SECRETARY , MR THANDI KA
MCKANDAW RE | NFORM NG ME THAT
CODESRI A WAS G VI NG ME THE AM LCAR
CABRAL PRI ZE | COULD HARDLY BELI EVE
I T. THE NAMETHANDI KA IS SO SIM LAR TO
THANDEKAI N MY OAN LANGUACE - A
WOMAN' S NAME - THAT | THOUGHT WHAT
A KI ND WOVAN THANDI KA WAS TO BRI NG
ME NEWS OF SUCH GREAT | MPORTANCE.
IN THESE DAYS THE GENDER QUESTION I S
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SO H GH ON THE LI ST OF CURRENT | SSUES
FOR DEBATE THAT THE TI TLES OF LADI ES
OR GENTLEMEN ARE FAST BEI NG
REPLACED BY THE COMMON NOUN -

PERSON.

ITISWTH A SENSE OF HUM LI TY THAT |
STAND HERE TO ACCEPT THE HI GH
HONOUR THAT CODESRI A | S BESTOWN NG
ON ME. THE PRI ZE | S NAMED AFTER ONE
OF THE GREATEST REVOLUTI ONARI ES

THAT THI' S CONTI NENT HAD PRODUCED.
COVRADE AM LCAR CABRAL LED THE
STRUGGLE FOR LI BERATION IN HI' S
COUNTRY AGAI NST ONE OF THE MOST
REPRESSI VE COLONI AL ADM NI STRATI ONS
UNDER THE PORTUGUESE DI CTATORSHI P

OF SALARZA. THAT STRUGGLE HAS BEEN
WON | N ALMOST THE WHOLE OF THE

AFRI CAN CONTI NENT EXCEPT | N SOQUTH
AFRI CA WVHERE THE PROGRESSI VE
DEMOCRATI C FORCES ARE ENGAGED I N
THE FI NAL BATTLES TO OVERTHROW ONE
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OF THE MOST | NSI DI QUS FORMS OF
REPRESSI ON - APARTHEI D OR VI RULENT
RACI SM - TO REPLACE I T WTH
DEMOCRACY.

THE PURPCSE OF RESEARCH | S TO FI ND
VWAYS TO | MPROVE THE LOT OF NMANKI ND.
TREMENDOUS STRI DES | N RESEARCH-
BREATH TAKI NG | N THEI R W DE SWEEP -
HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE FI ELD OF

VEDI CI NE AND THE NATURAL SCI ENCES.
THE RESULT | N THOSE AREAS HAS BEEN
THE DEVELOPMENT COF H GH

TECHNCLOGY WHI CH | S BEI NG MADE

AVAI LABLE FOR THE SERVI CE OF MAN.
WE SHOULD HONEVER AGREE THAT IN
OUR FI ELD OF THE SOCI AL SCI ENCES
RESEARCH HAS NOT BEEN DEVELOPED TO
THE SAVE EXTENT AS I N THE NATURAL
SCIENCES. YET IT IS IN THE FI ELD OF THE
SOCI AL SCI ENCES VWHI CH SHOULD DEAL
WTH THE MIULTIPLICI TY OF PROBLEMS
VWHI CH AFFECT THE DAILY RUNNI NG OF
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THE AFFAI RS OF MAN. THE SOCI AL

SCl ENTI STS ARE CALLED UPON TO MAKE
GOVERNVENTS, BUSI NESS AND ALL
OTHERS ENGAGED I N THE FI ELD OF
HUMAN ACTIVITY TO ACCEPT THE FACT
THAT RESEARCH | NSTI TUTES AND
ORGANI SATI ONS ARE THERE TO ENABLE
THEM DEVI SE WAYS TO ADVANCE AND
PROVOTE THE CAUSE OF MANKI ND.
CODESRI A CAVE | NTO BEI NG AT AN
OPPORTUNE TI ME TO DO RESEARCH
WORK FOR THE FLEDG NG STATES AS
THEY WERE EMERG NG FROM COLONI AL
RULE. AS THE REPORT OF THE

EXECUTI VE SECRETARY TO THE 7TH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF CODESRI A

PO NTS QUT, THE ROLE AND | MPORTANCE
OF CODESRI AaLI ES IN RESEARCH AND IT IS
IN THAT FI ELD THAT CODESRI A " CAN
MOST EFFECTI VELY CONTRI BUTE TO THE
PROCESS OF DEMOCRATI SATI ON'. AFTER
| DENTI FYI NG A W DE RANGE OF | SSUES
AND PROBLEMS VWHI CH LI BERATI ON
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MOVEMENTS ARE CALLED UPON TO
ADDRESS DURI NG THE STRUGALES FOR
DEMOCRACY AND THE PERI CD OF

TRANSI TION TO MAJORI TY RULE, THE
STATEMENT ACKNOWNLEDGES THE ROLE

VWH CH . RESEARCH ' | N SUCH

Cl RCUMSTANCES CAN PLAY. "IT CAN

BRI NG TO THESE NATI ONAL EXPERI ENCES
COVPARATI VE PERSPECTI VE AND CAN
PLACE NATI ONALI ST ENDEAVOURS W THI N
A BROADER AND LONG TERM

PERSPECTI VES".

| T WOULD APPEAR TO ME THAT THE
NATURE OF THE RESEARCH WORK V\E
REQUI RE TO CONDUCT | N THE POST
COLONI AL PERI CD HAS MORE TO DO W TH
DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS, THE
TRANSFORVATI ON OF LI BERATORY
MOVEMENTS TO GEAR THEMSELVES FOR
THE PROMOTI ON OF DEMOCRACY AND
DEMOCRATI C PRACTI CE. THE SUCCESS OF
CCDESRI A WLL BE MEASURED BY THE
EXTENT I T BU LDS THE CULTURE OF

5
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RESEARCH AT THE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF
LEARNI NG ON THI' S CONTI NENT . WHI LE A
MEASURE OF SUCCESS W LL HAVE BEEN
MADE, | PRESUME, | N THE GREATER PART
OF THE AFRI CAN CONTI NENT TO DEVELCP
RESEARCH AT UNI VERSI TIES IN THE FI ELD
OF THE SCCI AL SCI ENCES, THERE ARE
OTHER AREAS LI KE SOQUTH AFRI CA WHERE
IN THE HI STORI CALLY BLACK

UNI VERSI TI ES THE CULTURE OF

RESEARCH HAD BEEN DI SCOURAGED,

VWHI LE AT UNI VERSI TI ES THAT SUPPORTED
APARTHEI D SOCI AL RESEARCH WAS
TARGETED AT MAKI NG APARTHEI D
ACCEPTABLE, WH LE THE LI BERAL

UNI VERSI TI ES HAVE BEEN FORCED TO
COWVPLY.

| T WOULD APPEAR THEREFORE THAT I N
THE GREATER PART OF AFRI CA RESEARCH
I NSTI TUTI ONS AND ORGANI SATI ONS HAVE
ABOVE ALL TO CONCENTRATE ON

RESEARCH Al MED AT | NSPI RI NG THE
GOVERNMENTS, POLI TI CAL PARTI ES, THE
6
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M LI TARY AND THE PEOPLE W TH A DESI RE
TO WORK TOMARDS THE PROMOTI ON OF

A RULE OF THE PECPLE. WE NEED TO
CREATE A CLIMATE IN WHICH THERE | S A
STABLE GOVERNMENT, PEACE AND
DEMOCRACY, | F THE | NTERESTS OF THE
PEOPLE ARE TO BE SERVED. FOR WHAT
KIND OF FREEDOM IS I T, IF I T DOES NOT
ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF DEMOCRACY, I|F

| T DOES NOT CREATE THE CLI MATE I N

VWHI CH THE PEOPLE CAN GET ON W TH

THEI R DAI LY BUSI NESS TO CREATE
WEALTH AND HAPPI NESS FOR BOTH

[ NDI VI DUALS AND THE COMMVON GOOD?

FOR ALL? CCODESRI A | S SEEKI NG TO

CO- ORDI NATE THE ACTIVITIES OF ALL
THOSE ENGAGED | N RESEARCH I N THE

FI ELD OF THE SCCI AL SCI ENCES.

WE SHOULD HOWEVER BE ACUTELY

AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THERE IS YET
AN | MPORTANT PART OF THI S CONTI NENT -
THE REPUBLI C OF SQUTH AFRI CA - WHI CH
IS STILL IN THE THRCES OF A STRUGGLE
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TO GAI N FREEDOM FOR ALL I TS PEGCPLES -
40 MLLION OF THEM IT IS A STRUGEE IN
THAT AREA THAT HAS BEEN WAG NG FOR

A LONGER PERI OD OF TI ME THAN WAS THE
STRUGGLE AGAI NST COLONI AL RULE. I N
THAT AREA RESEARCH ACTI VI TI ES WERE
ALSO CONDUCTED ON THE ONE HAND TO

| MPROVE THE MACHI NERY OF

OPPRESSI ON WHI LE ON THE OTHER TO

DEVI SE METHODS OF DESTROYI NG THE
MACHI NERY AND | NSTRUVENTS COF

OPPRESSI ON.

BUT EVEN HERE THE STRUGALE OF THE
PEOPLE FOR LI BERATI ON BACKED UP BY
THE SCLI DARI TY SUPPORT OF THE
PECPLES OF THI' S CONTI NENT THROUGH
THE ORGANI SATI ON OF AFRI CAN UNITY, AS
VWELL AS BY THE REST OF THE

| NTERNATI ONAL COVMUNI TY OF

FREEDOM- LOVI NG PECPLE | N THEI' R ANTI -
APARTHEI D ORGANI SATI ONS, THE
STRUGGLE HAS REACHED A STACE

VWHERE HOPEFULLY NON- RACI AL

8
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ELECTI ONS W LL TAKE PLACE FI VE
MONTHS FROM NOW WE HAVE BEEN
ENGAGED | N THAT AREA | N RESEARCH
ACTIVITY TO FIND QUT THE TYPE OF
SCCI ETY THAT SHOULD REPLACE

APARTHEI D. THOSE EFFORTS WHI CH

VERE | NSPI RED BY THE COLLECTI VE

ASPI RATI ONS COF THE PEOPLE OF SCUTH
AFRI CA AS EXPRESSED IN THE HI STCORI C
DOCUMENT - THE FREEDOM CHARTER -

VWHI CH SETTS OQUT THE BASI C PCLI CI ES OF
THE LEADI NG LI BERATORY ORGANI SATI ON
- THE ANC - HAVE NOW BEEN SUMMED UP.
BUT OF | MMEDI ATE CONCERN NOW I S THE
NEED TO DO RESEARCH ON THE PROBLEM
OF LAND, LAND REDI STRI BUTI ON AND
LAND TENURE; ON THE PROBLEM OF

HOUSI NG BECAUSE MORE THAN EI GHT

M LLI ON PEOPLE LI VE I N SHACKS; ON THE
PROBLEM OF THE CRI SI S | N EDUCATI ON,
AND ON THE PROBLEM OF | MPROVI NG
HEALTH FACI LI TIES. A GOVERNMENT THAT
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'S GO NG TO TAKE OFFI CE AFTER

ELECTI ONS ON APRI L 27 NEXT YEAR HAS
TO G VE | MVEDI ATE ATTENTI ON TO THESE
SSUES. IT IS THE DUTY OF RESEARCHERS
TO ASSI ST THE GOVERNMENT TO FI ND AN
ANSWER TO THESE PROBLEMS.

THE FREEDOM LOVI NG PECPLE OF SOQUTH
AFRI CA ARE DETERM NED TO ESTABLI SH A
UNI TED, NON- RACI AL, NON- SEXI ST
DEMOCRATI C SOUTH AFRI CA.

THERE | S NOTH NG THE PEOPLES OF
SQUTH AFRI CA WOULD DESI RE MORE

THAN TO HAVE A LONG PERIOD OF TIME IN
VWH CH THERE WAS PEACE AND STABI LI TY

- AND THEY HAVE EXPERI ENCED THE

VI OLENCE OF APARTHEI D. SUCH PEACE,
SUCH STABI LI TY, CAN ONLY BE ATTAI NED
N CONDI TI ONS OF DEMOCRACY WHERE

THE PEOPLE ARE GOVERNED BY A

PEOPLE' S GOVERNMENT OF THEI R OAN
CHOCE. IT 1S ONLY AFTER FREEDOM W LL
HAVE

10
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BEEN ACHI EVED THAT THE SOCI AL
SCIENCES IN TH S PART OF THE

CONTI NENT W LL BE ABLE TO POOL THE
EFFORTS OF ALL THOSE ENGAGED I N
RESEARCH | N THE FI ELD OF THE SOCI AL
SCIENCES; |IT I SONLY THEN I T WOULD BE
ABLE TO WORK TOMARDS A COMVON

GOAL TO BUI LD DEMOCRACY AND
DEMOCRATI C | NSTI TUTI ONS.

THE AM LCAR CABRAL PRI ZE WHI CH
CODESRIA IS G VING TO ME TODAY IS AN
ACKNONLEDGVENT COF THE RCLE WHI CH
THE STRUGGLE OF THE MASSES OF THE
OPPRESSED PEOPLE ON THI S CONTI NENT
AND ELSEWHERE HAVE PLAYED, AND ARE
GO NG TO CONTI NUE TO PLAY TO ENSURE
THAT DEMOCRACY | S HELD HI GH

| THANK YOU ON THEI R BEHALF
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