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U.N. ACCUSES WORLD
BANK OF MISLEADING

GOVERNMENTS

 

by I’mtup C'Imtleujieee

AMSTERDAM. Sep (3 (IPS) - Two UN agencies involved

in se tting up a new environmental body hm e accused

the World Bank of trying to mislead governments in
an attempt to gain control over the Global

Environment ifttcility (Chi).
From confidential notes taken atrecentmeetings

between the U.N. Development Programme (UNDP),

U.N. h'mironmentProgrumme (UNEP) and the World

Bank, IPS has learnt that the two agencies have
accused the Bank of deliberately refu singtn pass on

their advice to goyernments responsible for

decisions on the GFF. The three institutions have

been operating a pilntversion of the OFF for the last

three years. the (SH is currently located within the
World Bank premises in Washington and staffed by

the bank's officials.

the initial 1.1 billion dollars they recei\ ed to set
up the scheme is running out and they are now

lookingfm- an additional 4.2 billitm dollars, plus the

legal authority to turn the Chi" into a permanent

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT IS

THIRD PRIORITY OF FOREIGN
POLICY

by Barbara Horst

 

PARIS. Sep 7(1PS) -'i'he1"rench(§o\ ernment's recently

declared foreign policyprim‘ities -- Fu1‘0pe.secu1'itv

and African deyelopment -- represent continuity
more then change. despite the shiftirom Socialist to

conservative rule this year. analysts say.

l'oreign Minister Alain Juppe formalised those
priorities in tullxs 'l'hursduy und l'riduy at an
unpreced ented gathering of about IGO French
ambassadors. He also set out plans to reform and
revitalise the foreign sen ice. 0n the topic of African
development, ,Iuppe said that the fight against

(mmimn’d on page 4)
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body . At the Eur th Summitin Rio de Janeiro lust y ear.
the GFF was asked to handle funds for two

com entions on the preyention of global warming
and the loss of biodiyersity.

However. the governments involved stipulated

that the pilot (JEl’ body would have to be reformed
to allow all countries a say in deciding how the
money was spent.

(Jhl‘ stuff it“: currently working on plans to meet

these conditions. Legal experts from the UNDP and
UNFP have suggested a special inter-govei'nmentat
meeting to empower the Glit' with the authority to
make funding decisions with the help of the
cmwentions' signatories. Butitappears thatthe GFF

officials htl\ e decided to ignore these
reeommen clu Lions. '

Instead. they“ have told governments that the

best way to gi\ e the new body legal authority is to
allow the Bank to pass a resolution to formally
establish the GFF and then allow the other two

agencies to participate. According to a confidential
reportby the LINEP. this proposulwould "effectiVely
entitle the Bank to over-i‘ide policy and programme

decisions tulxen by the Participants ( the go\ ernments
that will become members of the GEE)".

A situation in which the World Bank could be

seenus effecth ely dominating the GEI‘ is unlikely to

be acceptable to em ironmentulists or governments

which borrow money from it. World Bank loans are

controlled by donor countries. But the idea behind
the GEl', say 'l'hird World governments. is that the

balance of power between borrowers and donors

would be eq uul with bo th haying u say in how money

for international emironmentztl projects is spent.

The UNFP repm'tgoes (m to say that: "pretending

that the World Bank has established. or could
(continued on page! 2)
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establish. inte'-a;-:eney facilities through its own
decisions has contributed to an image that the
World Bank dominates the GFF. "Such an image is
most harmful to any efforts to obtain acceptability
for the GE!" as a funding mechanism for global
environmental conventions."

the document adds that the former head of
UNEP, Most;tfa ‘l‘olba. refused to sign a similar
proposal when the pilot project was created in
1991. As a result. the agency complains that it has
received scarcely any financing for environmental
projects during the GITF's pilot phase. It says this is
the reason it would find any similar set-up for a
permanent enyironmental body unacceptable.

Notes on the current GFF proposal taken at a
reeentmeeting of the UNDP state that there are two
possible conclusions. the CH may genuinely believe
thatits proposal was the best option and was trying
to convincegovernments this was the ease. Orit was
"attempting to bluff supportfor the resolution" by
introducing it separately to the implementing
agencies. obtaining a consensus and then winning

round the participatory gm ernments on the grounds
thatthe agenciesinvolved had come to an agreement.

the UNDP suggests that the former possibility is
unlikely in view of two factors. i-irstly, that the (JEi’
is not actually carrying out a campaign to convince
participatory governments of the advantagesof the
first option. And secondly. the fact that several of
these governments (specifically the Third World
countries and Britain) are nothappy with the Banlx's
proposal.

It goes on to say that the e‘cisting Bank—based

0E1" ”has to alarge extent failed to takeintoaceount
inputfrorn the o ther implementing agencies". in an
internal memo which gives an account of six meetings

that the three institutions held on the subject, the
UNDP complains the (Jt-Ll‘ chairman Mohammecl El-
Astii'y imposed ‘eonsensus' on the other agencies.

this is not the first time the UNDP has complained
about the Bank and its attempts to manipulate
governments.

Shortly after the establishment of the Gift" in

1991, an internal UNDP memo from Michael
Gucovsky, senior adviser on the environment,

attacked (31:17 plans for "advocating one line of
action to GEl’ participatory goyernments instead of
providing information from Which they can make

their own decisions".
On top of this. in ternal W orld Banlxreports shown to
IPS last week indicate that the UNDP and the Rank

hme been unable to work together on joint GEl'
projects.

The report was prepared by Anne Lomond, a
member of the Bank's audit department. and looks
at the success of the pilot phase of the (Jh'l-L ‘l'he
reportsays: "Of the | 3 (j oint) projects we reviewed
in depth. we no ted thaton three there were significant
disagreements between Bank and UN De\ elopment
Programme staff... In only one project was there

\
\\

\

significant eo-operation".
Lomond also no ted that in general neither the

Bank not the Development Programme took at
documents sent by the other agency. It adds that
proceedings during implementation committee
meetings (of the three agencies) "suggestsa process
that is often highly competitiye and occasionally
acrimonious". l

EC WANTS U.N. TO RESTRICT
USE OF LAND MINES

by Tlmlif Dl’t’n

 

UNITTD NATIONS, Sept (3 UPS) - The Furopean
Community (EC) wants the United Nations to counter
the indiscriminate use of landmines -- among the
most devastatiig and low—eost anti-personnel
weapons deployed in Third World military conflicts.

The | 2-member EC says in a letter to Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-(Jhali that the increasing
use of landmines is not only taking civilian lives but
also hinderii g the moy ement of humanitarian relief
supplies and resettlement of refugees.

The US. State Department warned last month
that there were 85 million uneleared mines in the
world. with more than ISO people, mostly civilians.
being killed e\ ery week. the most sey erely affected
countries includeAt’ghanistan. Iraq, Kuwait. Bosnia-
Hei'cegoyina. Cambodia. Mozambique. Vietnam,
Angola. and to a lesser extent. India. Pakistan and
SH Lanka. '

'l'he EC's letter requests that assistance in mine
clearance be a new item on the agenda of the
upcoming-mth session ofthe U.N. General Assembly
scheduled to open Sep. 21. the 12 countries --
Belgium, Britain. Denmark. France. Germany. Greece.
Ireland. ttaly. Luxembourg. the Netherlands.
Portugal. and Spain -- say the accumulation of
unexploded devices in post-war situations is an

urgent problem. ’
The TC cites a I 98| Convention which, in effect.

bans and restricts the use of anti-personnel
landmines in military conflicts. "When hostilities
cease, minefields and other areas ridden with

unexploded de\ ices perpetuate a climate of terror.
aggravated by the fact that these areas are not

marked, and by the continued danger represented
by such devices after they haye been laid." says the
letter.

It says the presence of unexploded landmines.
particularly along communication routes and on

farmlands. also seriously hampers economic
reco\ ery and post-warreetmstruetion. 'l'heEC singles

(continued on page 3')
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out the problems of landmines faced by the United
Nations and international relief m‘ganisatit‘ms,

particularly in Afghanistan. Cambodia and
Mozambique.

Since the establishmentof the LLN. transitional

Authority in Cambodia (UN'I‘AC) about two years
ago, the United Nations has led a team in the

destruction of about 37.000 anti-personnel mines
and other unexploded m'dnancein an area covering

about four million square metres of land in

Cambodia. The team included members of non’
governmental and relief groups.

In a report to the Security Council last month.
Boutms-Ghali said that mine clearance by its very

nature was 'a risky and painstakingtask, and initial

progress was slow.” But the experience gained over
the pastt'ewmonths has led tnan acceleration in the

rate of mine clearance in Cambodia. Some 2.330
Cambodians have been trained in mine-elearance

techniques, of whmn L400 are employed by the

United Nations.
The US. State Department said in a report

released last month that landmines ”may be the
most toxic and widespread pollution facing

mankind". Titled, ‘Hidden Killers: The Global

Problem with Uneleared Lanclmlnes'. the report
painted out that mines have become the weapon of

choice in many dey e10 ping countries because they

are inexpensive and easy to lay.

”In a time of high-tech. target<specifieweaponrv,

landmines are perhaps the weapons most
consistently dangerous to nrm-cmnbatants," the

report says. The large exporters of landmines

include China, the former Soviet republics, ltaly'.
Pakistan. Egypt and Singapore. ’

the Washington-based human rights
organisation, Africa Watch, said in February that

landmines used in Angola originated in Britain,

China. Czechoslovakia, l5rance, Germany,1taly,80uth
Africa, the former SovietUnion, the United States,

and Yugoslavia. Africa Watch said thatanti-personnel
landmines scattered indiscriminately throughout

Angola by' both sides during three decades of

conflict have caused tens of thOusands of civilian
casualties in violation of international law.

It charged that mines in the country have
rendered large areas of arable land and pasture,

roads, bridges, river banks. villages, and some
economic installations, off 11ml ts to people. Middle
Fast Watch said last year that the Iraqi army sowed

millions of landmines in northern Iraq.
"These unmarked . unrecorded. non—degradable

and unremnved landmines are an ongoing threat to

the lives. limbs and wellbeing of the Iraqi Kurdish

populatinn in northern Iraq," it said. The State

Department said in its report that less than 15
percent of the world's uncleared mines originated
in the United States, but added that the United

States had the best technolng for de-mining. l
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AIDS UNLIKELY T0 CAUSE
NEGATIVE POPULATION
GROWTH IN AFRICA

 

WASHINGTON, Sep 8(1PS)- The dead Iy AIDS Virus is

unlikely to cause negative population growth in any

entire country of Africa, according to a report

released here Wednesday by the World Bank.

The report, however says that negative growth

may occur in some sub-natinnal regions and in a
small number of large cities as a result of the

acquired immune deficiency syndrome. The report

reviews a number of studies cm the prevalence 01"

AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa and its likely impact on

population grmvth and says media reports have

tended to "highlightpotential negative impacts" of
the disease.

Titled, ‘The Impact of NIV/AIDS on Population
Growth in Africa', it stresses that "thereis no reason

for complacency."

"J:'\ en if AIDS does not cause negatite population

growth in any country. it will have severe
consequences." said John Stover. the author of the

report. "Millions of people will be affected."
the new study follows last week’s release of z

reportby the LLN. Population Di\ lsion which fear.

that the AIDS epidemic will ha\ e a direct impact on
the pace and size of pupulation increases in Africa.
the size and extent of tha timpaet. hou‘m er. remains
a subject of debate.

Sub-Saharan Africa has a higher incidence by far

of AIDS than any other region. By the year 2000.
between 10 and 30 percent of Africa's population

will be infected. according to a recent LLS. State
Department report. the new report is published by

the International Planned Parenthood federation.
the World Banlx. and the African Population Advisory
Committee (APAC). an independent group co-

Sponsored by the LLN. Population l'und.
It was produced by the Africa Bureau of the

U.S. Agency for International Development

(USAID). lt analyses conflicting predictions by a
number of computer modelers en AIDS' lilxely impact
on Africa.

Some of these differences result from \arying

estimates of the incidence of HIV infection and the
levels at Which the prevalence of this AIDS-eauaing
virus is likely to plateau or reach a more or less

stable le\ el within the population. Researchers agree.

according to the report. that negatixe populatiu.

growth will not occur unless adult HIV prevalenc
reaches 30 to 30 percent.

Plateaus as high as 30 to 40 percent may be
reached in some population groups and in some
large cities. according to some computer modelers

and data compiled on the disease in Africa. I
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AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT IS THIRD
PRIORITY OF FOREIGN POLICY

(mntimmf from from mvmj)

poverty and the need for aid for growth. no Lably in

African counLrics that remain closest to li‘rancc.
would remain more than a priority for l'rance.

"We must make our Western partners share in

such demands." he added after elaborating on
l-‘rancc‘s commitment to European unity.

international peacekeeping and other priorities.

Juppc said. that lt'rance would pursue its current

efforts Lo not only "accelerate the reinscruon of
African countries in the world economic game. but

also to accompany their lransiuon toward greater

democracy wherm or it is demanded". Juppc 1a Lcr

included l-'rcnch cultural and linguistic aclh-iles as

a fourth priority saying that in a multitude of

countries they represented. "an alternative lo the

uniformlsalion of culture".

Speaking on foreign policy. Philippe Moreau

Delargcs of the french Institute for International

Relations said the one significant change is that

(Jaullisl political forces. which have always made

lircnch independence paramount. now put Europe

at the Lop of their list. "l'orcign policy is a domain

of continuity," he said. "President l’rancois

Mitterrand and the Socialists were enthusiastic

Europeans. The present government will do more

bargaining."

Moreau Defarges recalled thatimportant change

in France's policies toward Africa came in [989 at

the conference of French- sp eaking countries in La

Baule. France, where Mitterrand declared that aid

would become conditional on progress toward

democracy. '

Mitterrand. a Socialist. and the center-right

coalition that won control of the government and

the National Assembly last March, agree on the

"general thrust of aid to Africa"he said, but for

different reasons. “For Mitterrand, it is human

rights", he added. "Prime Ministeerouard Balladur

puts the accent on the effective use of aid money."

Moreau Defarges said that. along With nuclear

weapons and ties to other French—speaking

countries. Africa continued to be a cornerstone of

France's ambitions to remain a world power. "The

reason to restate Africa's importance to France is to

reassure the continent that Francewill notreduce its

involvement there, despite preoccupations with

economic troubles at home and with the European

Community and e*€-Yugoslavia,"he said.

Gustave Massiah of the Centre for Studies and

Intitiativesin international Solidarity said thatAfrica

would always remain a French priority due to the

diplomatic influence France gains from its ties with

the former colonies and because of African

petroleum wealth. “Current French policy on Africa

is designed to prevent both an erosion of French
influence on the continent and an increase in US.
diplomatic and economic -— particularly oil -— ties to

that region."Massiah said.

He added that While the priority remains the
means have changed. "Despite its prom'iuncements.
the present government has forsaken the policy of
linking development with progress toward
democracy and returned to the old support of the
powers in place." he said.

He went on to cite French reactions to events in

Togo. Chad and Gabon as examples and said that

now. more than ever, African political leaders made

substantial eontributicms to French political parties.

"The gi'n'ernment's assessment of Africa is very

pessimistic." Massiah said. “The emphasis is now

on tighter control of how aid is spent in Africa and

on not pouring funds into What is viewed as a lost

cause."

Sharon Coutroux' of Survie {Survival} said that.

for the moment, little appeared to have changed in

French policy toward Africa d espite an cwerwhelming

need to restructure and rethink thatpolicy. "Things

have changed enormousiyin Africa since the fall of

the Berlin wall, but France continues to support the

regimes as before," she said. “Out of a budgetof 40

billion francs (8 billion dollars). there is very little

that serves development."

A Survie publication charges thatjustfive percent

of France's aid to Africa goes to development. The
rest is lost to corruption and projects that benefit

the elite in Africa or France. The document claims
that "the principal effect of aid is to decompose the

states and societies of Lhc South. such as Somalia.
Zaire. Madagascar. Cameroon. logo. CoLc d'l\ oirc

and Rwanda".
(.‘oquou.\ claimed that less than one percent of

aid goes to French non-govcrnmcnlal development
organizations that could put it to direct use. While
other Furopean states give i0 or more percent of

their aid budgets to such groups. She charged that
few French citizens were aware of what happens to
the tax money allocated for foreign aid, because

there is little public deba [C on the issue and because
much of French policy toward Africa is controlled
directly by the president'soffice, notthe legislature.

Sun 1c has gained support from a majority of
deputies in the French National Assembly for
proposals that Coutroux says should begin to

lransforml'renchaid policy and practices. l-lowm er.
the assembly has yet to present that proposal for

debate and a Vole.
‘l'hc proposal would reorient aid toward the

poorest members ofrecipicnl societies. Sun it: also
recommends crca Ling an e thca commi Llec to o» erscc
donations and to consolidate l'rench aid programs.
nou- handlcd. among others. by the ministries of
campcralion. finance and foreign affairs. I
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‘

CAMBODIA RETURNEES BRING HOME HIV

NEW DELHI. Sep 7 (1P5) - 1n the first instance of

large-scale HIV infection in lndia's military. about

43 soldiers just returned from United Nations

peace-lxeeping duty in Cambodia haye tested
positiy e for the AIDS \ irus. Unnamedarmy officials
were qu oted by a local newspaper as saying another

100 members of the Indian Army batallion which
was purtof the United Nations transitionalAuthority

in Cambodia (UNTAC) are suffering from various

other sexually transmitted diseases.
the infections were detected during routine

medical tests on the troops after their return home

earlier this year. the batallion. made up of 650

soldiers was in (.‘ambodia for three months. An
army spokesman in New Delhi told IPS Tuesday the

Defence Minis try was eollec ting da ta from different
army hospitals and would not be able to comment
on the report immediately.

Alarmed Army Medical Corps officers had to
send for additionalAlDS testing hilt; as there were
not enough to handle the situation. The infected

soldiers hay e been sent to the new AIDS ward of the
lndiunArmy 's Medical College in the western city of
Pune. "Such incidents are symptomatic of the

declining;r standards among both officers and
soldiers in the army." an unidentified military
official told the ‘Times of india'.

Under Indian Army regulations. suffering from
sexually-transmitted disease is not a crime. but
hiding it is. Cases of HIV infection among Indian

defence personnel have been reported earlier. and
have been handled by the hospital in Pune. A recent
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

report on the economic implication of AIDS in Asia

notes that countries in Indochina are vulnerable to
the spread of AIDS because they are contiguous

with 'l'hailand and Burma. two countries where the
disease as shown the most rapid spread.

The presence of large numbers of peecekeep ers

in Cambodia since micl-l 992 spawned a sex indus try,
and a survey in Phnom Penh's red light district
recently showed l6 percent of the women tested

positive for HIV. According to the World Health
Organisation (WHO). lndia is on the verge of an

AIDS pandemic. 1t estimates that a million inclia
will have the full-blown disease by the year 2000.

More than 12.000 of the 1,8 million people

screened so far in the country have tested posith e
for the AIDS virus The government's National AIDS

Control organisation estimates that 1.5 million
lndians are infected with HIV....

TRIO 0F BACKERS FOUND FOR INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES’ FUND

BRUSSELS. Sep 7 UPS) - Belgium joined Spain and

Portugal as the financiers of a new international
fund for indigenous peoples, allowing the fund to

start worlx. Set up at the lbero-American summit in
July 1992. the fand for La tin American and Caribbean
nations. had I 91) otential beneficiary mem bersin the

region -- but lacked the support of at least three
donor 11a tions to bankroll the projects.

Spain and Portugal immediately gave backing to

[and work in their former colonies, but it [00L time
to find a third donor nation. despite 1993 beii g the
Official United Nations Year for Indigenous Peoples.
"Belgium has broken with its own colonial legacy in
ghring support to the fund," said an official a
Belgium's development ministry. .

The Belgian goyernment put up an initial 5.

million Belgian francs (1.4 million dollars) towards
funding of small- scale projects promnting rights of

indigenous peoples. cle\ eloped by the peoples
themseh» es in Latin America and the Caribbean. "it
will promote indigenous solutions for indigenous

problems." said Eddy Niesten. spokesperson for
Belgian development minister, Erie Deryelxe.

Projects should either promote ownership of
natural resources, rights of the local population. or
defend the culture or improve education for
indigenous people. "In many Latin American
countries, there is no legislation on the indigenous
ownership of land." said another aide to Deryclxe.

He said that the projects would back indigenous
ownership of land. and could hence ha\ e far-reaehing
effects in triggering legislation reform in the region
over land ownership. The headquarters of the fund

is in La Paz. Bolix- ia. the in ter American L)e\ elopment

bank has already pledged a start-up loan....
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