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HOUSE OF DELEGATES BY-ELECTION

Scrap all special

THE Transvaal Indian Con-
gress (Tic) has asked the Di-
rector-General of Home
Affairs to cancel all the
special votes that have
been cast in the by-election
for the Lenasia seat in the
House of Delegates.

This was confirmed by Mr
Krish Naidoo, Tic’s attor-
ney, who said this request
was made in view of Thurs-
day’s Supreme Court judge-
{ ment over certain special
| votes.

“We have asked the Di-
rector-General to either set
aside all the special votes
or to investigate each and
every special vote.”

| -
Void

Mr Naidoo said it afg-
peared the Electoral Offi-
cer was not fully
conversant with the Elee-
toral Aet.

The Tic has also asked
the Director-General to re-
fer this week’s court find-
ings to the Attornef-
General for possible
prosecution.

On Thursday, six voters
following four separate ap-
plications had their special
votes declared null and

votes, T1

void by Mr Justice RJ

sITBes

abort in”th
Supreme Court.

The candidates against
whom the applications
were brought were Mrs
Rashida Ebrahim (Solidar-
ity), Mr Mahdi Naidoo and
Mr Mohamed Sadeck Shah
(NPP).

However, the application
against Mr Shah was subse-
quently withdrawn and no

‘application was brought

against the PRP candidate,
Mr Harry Beharie.

@ See Page 5
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By John M;:Gman
Political Correspondent

DR Van Zyl Slabbert — now the target of death
threats and criticism for his Dakar mission in the
light of the car bomb — plans to “plug on” for a

negotiated future.

“The peacemakers have no option but to sue for
peace,” he said this week. “The only things that may
stop me are banning, imprisonment or deat i

He disclosed he had been receiving death threats,
which have been a continuing feature of his political 9“”

career.

The Dakar talks have

also caused strains with-
in the Progressive Feder-
al Party and it is certain
President Botha will use
the opportunity of his
budget vote next week to
flay both the opposition
party — which had three
members in the group
that visited West Africa
— and its former leader.

Harry Schwarz has al-
ready told Parliament
that the PFP delegates
went to Dakar as individ-
uals.

PFP leader Colin
Eglin, said although he
supported the dialogue,
he condemned the bomb-
ing and disclosed that the
PFP had not given the
initiative its prior bless-
ing. He was merely in-
formed that the three
PFP members — MPs
Peter Gastrow and
Pierre Cronje and Presi-
dent’s Council member
Pieter Schoeman — were
attending.

It is clear the car
bomb will have the worst

Slabbert

possible impact on an ini-
tiative which has been
described as both a trea-
sonable political stunt
and the most dramatic
breakthrough in talks
this country has wit-

nessed.

The Institute of Demo-
cratic Alternatives for
South Africa (Idasa) ex-
pects to earn for its ef-
forts, in the short term,
only the wrath of most
whites here as well as
possible Government ac-
tion and there is specula-
tion the bomb might have

Ban, jail or Kill

me - that’'sthe
» only way I’1l stop

Eglin
been planted by an anti-
African National Con-
gress talks faction.

Dr Slabbert said:
“There was violence be-
fore we went and we
didn’t expect it to subside
as a result of the talks...
the public is going to con-
nect the Dakar talks with
the bomb, which is ridic-
ulous.

“I didn’t plan the meet-
ing with the idea that we
would have a bomb going
off when we came
home.”

On the possibility that
the Government might
hamper its fundraising or
take even stronger ac-
tion, he said: “The Gov-
ernment can kill the PFP
and Idasa and it won't
have solved the prob-
lem.”

He had no choice, he
said, but to push for
peace. “In South Africa,
unless we accept that
violence is the only solu-
tion, we have no option
but to pursue talks. The
alternative is to sit back
and to wait for violence

to engulf society. When
that happens there will
be no victory, only devas-
tation.”

In laying the ground-
work of a defence against
criticism of the Dakar in-

itiative, he noted that the
————

Government had de-
clared itself to be
seriously committed to
the politics of negotia-
tion.

He contended that as a
“basic minimum test of
the Government's com-
mitment it has to be tol-
erant of the initiative”.

He said Idasa was not
a political party, its
funds were “legal”, it had
not challenged anyone or
indulged in protest poli-
ties.

Nor did the group go to
Dakar in an attempt to
“pegotiate”, as was in-
ferred by some of his
more cynical critics. “We
have no mandate to nego-
tiate. That simply misses
the whole issue. We went
as individuals with no
hidden agenda and each
could respond as he saw
fit. 5

“This was not a one-
day safari or a picnic in
the bush. It was a serious
attempt at having a dis-
cussion on critical issues.
There was nothing ille-
gal, secret, subversive or
conspiratorial about the
whole venture. It was a
serious attempt to ex-
plore the possibilities of
breaking the spiral of
violence and confronta-
tion ... Dakar provided
first hand information
which is not available in
South Africa by deliber-
ate decision. The Govern-
ment can quote at ran-
dom what the ANC
says...”

He also slammed the
notion that the visit had
provided the ANC with
international credibility
when the organisation
had suffered a ‘backlash
because of violence and
necklacings.

“The ANC is a fact and
has been one since 1912

:

... they already have
enormous support in
South Africa. Nobody has
given the ANC more
credibility recently than
the Government itself.

“The Government can-
not have it both ways. It
cannot say it has no sup-
port because it is a for-
eign-based terrorist or-
ganisation and then in
the election that it has
enough support to disrupt
the election through
mass actions and
strikes.”

Of the bomb, he said: “I
condemn the car bomb,
whoever is responsible,
without reservation. It is
an act of terror pure and
simple. If the ANC is re-
sponsible, and I want this
established beyond any
reasonable doubt, then I
have to express my deep
disappointment and dis-
approval. It would in-
deed, if this was done de-
liberately, be a macabre
homecoming after what
we discussed in Dakar ...
if the pattern of interact-
ion is going to be one of
escalating terror and vio-
lence, our society is going
to be torn apart.”

He added: “In any situ-
ation as conflict-ridden
as ours you will find ex-
tremists at both sides
who will want to destroy
the middle ground and I
would see that action as
calculated to do exactly
that.”

He said violence in all
its aspects was discussed
in Dakar. “The armed
struggle, terror, uncon-
trolled behaviour, arbi-
trary violence, even ex-
travagant language ...
we never ducked the
issue of violence. We con-
fronted it and we differed
on it.”

The ANC was confront-
ed, for example, with
some of the more outra-
geous sayings of Free-

| dom Radio, which was
again this week calling
for the “armed struggle”
to be taken into white
areas.

Dr Slabbert said both
the ANC and the South
African Defence Force
had committed acts of
violence. “Innocent peo-
ple have died because of
indiscriminate violence
on both sides,” he said,
“and it would be wrong
to dismiss either as just
another terrorist organi-
sation.”

On terror,

e Raid: Y1

reject all forms of terror,
from whichever quarter
it comes, with unambi-
guous revulsion. I have
said so to the Govern-
ment and I have said so
to the ANC.”

His message to the
Afrikaanse Weerstands-
beweging (AWB), which
at one stage threatened
to “fix” him on his re-
turn: “All I can say to
Eugene Terre'Blanche is
I don't have a party or an
organisation behind me. I
also don’t have people
who walk around in jack-
boots to look after me ...
I don’t shout at people
who differ with me and I
don’t insult them either.

“I believe in the right
of people to have opin-
ions which don’t agree
with mine. No bullying,
threats or even physical
harm which might be in-
flicted on me will break
down the standpoints and
problems which I am try-
ing to address. The prob-
lems will still be there,
even if I am not.”

He warned that the
country was going
through a crisis and its
biggest problems were
lack of information and
communication.

Idasa and others would
find they could no longer
operate when a certain
threshhold was reached.
“If the Government final-
ly and conclusively says
no negotiation is possible
and prohibits anybody
else from entering into
negotiation then there is
no question ... we have
reached that threshhold.”

The alternative to
talks “is to accept the in-
evitability of continuous
violence without victory
for anyone. This is a cer-
tain formula to reduce
our country to a waste-
land”.

Peter Gastrow said:
“In spite of the bombing,
which filled me with
deep shock and depress-
ion, I am still persuaded
that contacts like that
are essential. Not only
was I depressed at the in-
cident, but also the pros-
pect of resolving the po-
litical and violent dead-
lock.

“Future political com-
promise has been made
more difficult, and the
bombing has played into
the hands of those whol
believe the deadlock can
be resolved only by mi

litary means.”
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workers
down
:tools

A FIVE-MAN delegation
of the National Council of _

Trade Unions has arrived
in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, at the invitation
of Tanzania Workers
Union. The Nactu
delegation is led by its
president, James Mnda-
weni.

During the visit, the
delegation will brief
Juwata, and government
officials on the current
internal situation in
South Africa, the impact

. of the'state of emergency
and the struggle of the
workers.

The Nactu delegation
will hold formal discus-
sions with senior
‘members of the central
committee of the Pan
Africanist Congress of
Azania (PAC), led by the
chalrman. Johnson P.

Mlambo

Nactu was established
in 1986 following the
merger of Cusa and
Azactu and represents
420000 workers with 22
affiliated trade unions
with members in key
industrial sectors such as
the food, metal, mining,
chemical, transport and
public service industries.

Given the growing
importance of unionised
workers in the current
n'tﬂlgg!p- 3

the et wil]

certainly assist in
clarifying the extent of
involvement of workers
and their role in the
struggle against the
South African Govern-
ment.

The Nactu delegation
includes Stewart Mole-
tsane (vice-president),
Phiroshaw Camay
(secretary-general) and
two central committee
members — J Mathebula
and N Nkosi.

'Worker
assaulted,

dismissed

A spokesman-for the
Minister’s office said Mr
Steyn was being kept
informed at the highest
level of developments at
the mine.

~ The Government
mining engineer had

. been at the mine since the
beginning of the disaster,
the spokesman added
yesterday.

‘“Mr Steyn has
expressed his deepest

sympathy for the

relatives of those who
died and wishes a speedy
recovery to
injured,” the spokesman

said.

NEGOTIATIONS be-
tween Post Office
management and
the executive commit-
tee of the Postal and
Telecommunication
Workers’ Association
(Potwa) aimed at
resolving the strike by
thousands of employees
continued in Pretoria
yesterday.

A spokesman for Post
Office management said
‘agreement was reached
on Monday on most of
the areas of_ dispute
‘which resulted to the
strike action.

The spokesman said a
few remaining points
would be discussed at a
meeting yesterday and it
was hoped that an

agreement would be -

reached this week.

The workers’ demands

include: parity in wages,
reinstatement of dismis-
sed workers and the

removal of racial
discrimination in the
industry.

The Post Office has

reiterated that it did not
want to dismiss Y&
workers, but wished fora
speedy sclllement

The Minister of Home
Affairs and of Commun-
ications, Mr Stoffel
Botha, has indicated that
he was prepared to meet
with a delegation of

those

RABOROKO

HE Minister of Mineral
and Energy Affairs, Mr
Danie Steyn, yesterday
expressed his ‘“deepest
sympathy”’ for the
families of the victims and
a y recovery of those
injsrr::, in the Welkom
mine disaster on Monday.

\ By JOSHUA

Potwa this week.

A Potwa spokesman
said they were prepared
to meet the Minister and
his entourage. The
workers stood by their
original demands and
were not willing to go
back to work until these
were met by the Post
Office management.

A GERMISTON service
station, President Motors,
has dismissed a worker
who complained that a
white colleague assaulted
him after accusing him of
being drunk on duty.

According to the
worker, Mr Petrus Mbule
of Katlehong, the white
worker followed him to
the service station’s toilet
at knocking off time on
August 15 and assaulted
him with fists.

He allegedly accused
him of being drunk on
duty. :

Mr Mbule said he did
not take any alcohol on
that day.

He thereafter went to
the Katlehong Legal Ser-
vices Centre where he
sought help.

A letter was written to
management by the
centre in which Mr
Mbule's reinstatement
was demanded because
“being a victim of assault
does not warrant sum-
marily dismissal™.

The letter also advised
management that Mr
Mbule had laid an assault
charge with the police.

Mr Mbule said that

when he presented the
letter to the general man-
ager of the service station
on August 21 he was
| again threatened with
assault and given
R102.80 severance pay.

When the Sowetan
telephoned the service

station yesterday an offi-

Sympathy ‘for wct:ms

cial. who declined to give
his name, said Mr Victor
Hayes. the station’s gen-
eral manager, was sick in
bed and said: “*Confirm
that story with the police
and please do not come
to us. Who are you, any-
way?” He then hung up

abruptly.

HUNDREDS of workers
at the three plants of the
Consolidated Glass Ware
downed tools yesterday
wer demands for better
ay.

. 3:\ South  African
Allied Workers® Union
spokesman  said  the
striking workers
belonged to  his
oraanisation and the
Chemical Workers’
Industrial Union. The
decision to down tools
was reached after wage
negotiations reached a
stalemate.

The affected plants are
Pretoria, Clayville and
Wadeville. Workers are
demanding an 80 cents
across the board hourly
increase on the average

R3.21 hourly wage they
presently earn.

Mr  Hennie Roos,
managing director for
the company’s glass
| division, confirmed the
[strike. He would not
Idiscuss the matter as
negotiations were still
pending. 3







Nat PC member in

.~ David Breier

FORMER Natiomn ooy ot
A FORMER National P who is
currently a member of the President’s
| neil, is at the centre of a (

tices are not served on col d ten-
ants of the Senator Park block of ts.
The flats are in a white group area, -
‘Mr van der Westhuysen has denied

raised the issue of a date for illegal ten-
ants to vacate the flats. e
_But his President’s Council col-
leagues say they were not surprised to
hear he was at the centre of the row.
. Mr van der Westhuyzen is one of the
sectional title owners of the large block
of flats in Keerom Street where a num-
ber of white members of 'the body cor-

the allegation, although he said he had

o
b

- South Coast where he was staying dur-

2 . gajog

| & &T
porate have Tet their, flats to coloured
tenants.

Mr van der Westhuyzen’s role in the
row is especially controversial as the
President’s Council, of which he is a
member, has still not completed its re-
- port on the Group Areas Act. The Presi-

~dent’s Council has a Nat majority.

. At the height of the eviction row, it
- was disclosed that Mr van der Westh-

' uyzen was the key figure in a deadline

set for tenants at the end of July.
It was alleged that in May he threa-

 tened at the body corporate’s annual

general meeting to go to the police if
notices of eviction were not served on

- coloured tenants.

The Sunday Star this week contacted
him at his home in Uvongo on the Natal

~ ing the President’s Council recess.
He denied the allegations and said he
did not serve on the body corporate of

Senator Park, but received a notice on

ﬁxe matter, ,

He said he would be able to disclose
full details when he returned to his of-
fice in Cape Town this week and had
access to the correspondence. :

He said the notice was sent to him as
one of the owners. It stated that it had
come to the notice of the writer that
certain owners were letting flats to
“people not of the white group” in con-
travention of the Group Areas Act, Mr
van der Westhuyzen said.

“If I remember correctly it was also
stated that on taking transfer of the
sectional title, the owners undertook
not to contravene any Act, or some-
thing to this effect,” he said.

He said that about a month later he
received notice of a meeting of the
body corporate, which he attended. :

At the meeting he referred to the no-
tice and pointed out that it did not give

a date by which such lessees should va-

cate the flats..

=

<
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ace row over flats

Asked if it was true he had threa-
tened to go to the police, he said it was
- absolutely untrue. ;
He said the chairman of the meeting
asked whether the “Minister” would re-
ceive information on the meeti ;

“I said I thought the Minister wd'uldi
receive the informatiog” Mr van der !'

Westhuyzen said.
He said he was being used as a
scapegoat because of his political’ posi-

iy

tion. T
Asked for his personal opinion on

* whether coloured tenants should be
evicted, Mr van der Westhuyzen said he
had his opinion, but he declined to dis-

‘close it as the Group Areas Act was
being examined by the President’s
Council and the matter was therefore
“sub judice”. ;

_ Mr Ray Swart, the Natal leader of
“the Progressive Federal Party, de-
scribed Mr van der Westhuyzen as a

“‘very verkrampte gentleman”,

And his President’s
] Council colleagues said
| they were not surprised
 at his involvement in the
row in view of his racist
attitudes.

| They pointed out that
it was nonsense to say the
Group Areas issue was
sub judice.

Although it was on the
President’s Council agen-
da, the council was not
looking at the matter at
present. :

Mr van der Westhuy-
zen is a member of the
economic affairs com-
mittee of the President’s
Council and not the con-
stitutional committee
which is supposed to

Act.

’I

study the Group Areas ||
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—ANC blames Govt for

THE African National Congress this week blamed the
Government and the “official media” for the violence
in South Africa and warned that unless the organisa-
tion was allowed to contribute to the creation of a
democratic society the “downward spiral of violence”
would continue. ;

“If whites accept that there must be change in
South Africa then they have to demand to hear the
other side of the story from the ANC and other
democratic organisations,” a spokesman for the ANC
said just hours before the car-bomb explosion outside
military headquarters at Witwatersrand Command.

At the time of going to Press the ANC had neither
confirmed nor denied that its units were responsible
for the blast which left 68 people injured.

“The official media must give time and space to the
voices and opinions of those who speak on behalf of
blacks in South Africa. Othwerwise we will all —
black and white — continue on the downward spiral of
worsening crisis and more violence,” the ANC spokes-
man added. :

By Gary van Staden

According to the spokesman the Government now
found itself bound in its rhetoric of “reform” and
“change” with no evidence of any tangible move to-
wards radical or substantial change in the country’s
socio-economic or political structures.

“White South Africans can only come to know
and understand the ANC and what it thinks and
proposes if it is allowed to address them directly.

“It is the duty and the right of white South Afri-
cans to know that what we think and pro could
make a significant contribution towards a ratic
society in South Africa,” the spokesman added.

“White South Africans have nothing to fear from
the ANC.”

The ANC spokesman said that the South African
Government and its allies in the official media had
undertaken an “orchestrated campaign” to villify and
discredit the organisation and that this had contribut-
ed to the cycle of violence.

siral of violence—

“There is no doubt that this campaign is aimed
at scaring those whites (such as the Dakar dele-
gates and their supporters) who are prepared to seek a
change away from the apartheid system to a demo-
cratic process,” the ANC spokesman said.

In a separate general statement the ANC con-
firmed it had ordered its units to take the guerrilla
war into white areas but added that this did not repre-
sent a policy shift.

Extra-parliamentary sources in South Africa said

‘that the actions of the ANC and other organisations

involved in acts of violence were understandable.

“Violence is almost always the result of other —
and peaceful — avenues being denied. There are many
historical precedents for the use of violence to achieve
or protect a democratic society and the use of vio-
lence as part of an overall strategy does not represent
an inconsistency,” an informed extra-parliamentary
source said. This did not mean that violent actions
could be condoned, however, he said.
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."Timbd o ‘armied stru

_ — Mr Oliver Tambo, presi-
dent of the African National Congress,
spoke out strongly yesterday about the
armed struggle against apartheid and
the role of the Commonwealth in the
imposition of economic sanctions
against South Africa. .

Addressing a rally at the close of an

anti-apartheid conference convened by

veteran anti-apartheid campaigner
Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, Mr
- Tambo expressed views on how that
struggle should relate to efforts to end
apartheid.
‘Mr Tambo made the call on Com-
monwealth leaders, who meet in Van-

couver next month, in relation to sanc- -

tions.

D[ Report Restricted

gle’ at conference
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He commented on what ‘ﬁe“e%\reg
President Botha knew of South Africa’s

political and economic situation and
hether it was in a crisis. He ad-
the issue of whether sufficient
pressure was being applied to negoti-
ate the future. — Reuter.

® Parts of this report have been
omitted or altered to avoid report-
ing the content of Mr Tambo’s
speech. Mr Tambo is banned in
South Africa in terms of the Inter-

‘nal Seéurity_ Act and may not be

quoted in South Africa.







