ESTERDAY, two weeks after the White City shootings, leaders
of Soyco and Sosco who are on the run gave their side of what
happened. They also took the lid off the workings of their orga-

nisations.

After the shootings, which left 24 dead, which is the official figure (the unoffi-
cial figure is 29), Minister of Law and Order, Mr Louis le Grange blamed Soyco

and Sosco for the tragedy.

Soyco stands for So-
weto Youth Congress
(made up of working
and unemployed youth)
while Sosco stands for
Soweto Students Con-
gress whose members
are pupils.

Mr Rapu Molekane,
Soyco’s president, said
there -was no way in
which Soyco or Sosco
could be held respon-
sible for the shootings.

He said that on the
morning of August 26,
seven families from
White City were raided
in the morning by coun-
cil police and that six
householders were
taken to the Dube of-
ficesand told they
would be evicted later
that day unless they paid
their rent arrears.

“A rumour started
circulating that people
were going to be evicted
that day. The rumour
seemed to be confirmed
when council police
started patrolling the
streets in many cars.

Meeting

“Later in the day, the
township’s youth held a
meeting to discuss the
matter. After the meet-
ing, which was at about
8pm, the students went
out in groups to tell par-
ents what had transpired
at the meeting.

“They had no weap-
ons at all and neither did
they have stones. When
the council police met a
group of youths in the
street they started
shooting. This was when
residents blew their
whistles and prepared to
defend themselves,” Mr
Molekane said.

He said that the inci-
dent when a handgre-
nade was hurled at some
police vehicles hap-

pened at about 10pm.

“It might have been a
response from someone
we do not know and

‘over whom we have no

control. We cannot be
held responsible for
what happened.

“Residents have gen-
uine problems and
grievances that need to
be addressed and the
Government seems re-
luctant to address itself
to these problems.

“The people have or-
ganised themselves into

organisations so as to.

solve the problems. It
does not need Soyco or
Sosco to tell the people
that the rents are Killing

DISEKO

them,” Mr Molekane
said.

Sosco’s organiser, Mr
Henry Zwane, said that
his priority and that of
his fellow activists was
to avoid being detained
so as to remain opera-
tive.

Adapted

“We have adapted to
operating within the
state of emergency. It is
not quite like the last
state of emergency,
where our organisations
were almost paralysed
because most of the
leadership was in deten-
tion.” Mr Zwane said.

It came to light that
Soyco and Sosco to-
gether with the civic as-
sociations, have divided
the sprawling complex
of Soweto into eight
areas, each designated
by an acronym.

There is: Momomoja,
which comprises Mo-
roka, Molapo, Mofolo
and Jabavu.

Motlana: Moletsane,
Tladi and Naledi.

Zojazem: Zondi, Ja-
bulani, Zola and Em-
deni.

Sephima-DC: Sen-
aoana, Phiri, Mapetla,
Dlamini and Chiawelo.
~ Orlando West: Dube,

Phefeni, Phomolong
and Mzimhlophe.
Meadowlands: Mead-
owlands and Dobson-
ville.
Diepkloof: Diepkloof
and Orlando East,
Pimville: Klipspruit.
The nucleus of these
areas or zones is a street
committee. In many of

Soweto’s townships,
street committees have
been formed, bringing
together the youth and
the: parents to tackle
local problems together.

This is the usual com-
position of a street com-
mittee, but it can be
altered to suit a particu-
lar situation:

There are four par-
ents, two men and two
women, two youths, one
schooling and one either
working or unemployed.
Two representatives
from one street commit-
tee form a block com-
mittee. Representatives
from the blocks form
area committees.

Another Sosco ex-
ecutive member said the
street committees meant
that every household
would be able to discuss
local problems and to
take part in decision-
making.

“Workshops are held
with the youth in a street
before a committee is
formed. The street com-
mittees will be able to
restore order,” he said.

TS e
Soyco’s Mr Molekane
said: “It is Soyco’s role
to give direction to the
youth. There are many
misdirected youths in
the townships who take
people’s cars and collect
monies in the name of
our organisations. The
street committees are
_there to deal with these
problems.
“As Soyco and Sosco,
we have never had a
programme to hijack
~\Dars and neither do we
ncourage it. When
there are occasions we
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EN DAYS of the Non-

Aligned Movement

summit was about as

much as I could take,
and I told a group at the
Harare Sheraton bar that I
could not wait to get home to
Johannesburg.

“But that’s impossible,” an at-
tractive Nigerian woman ex-
claimed with genuine surprise.
“How can you possibly -want to
get back to a country in which
there is so much repression, in
which they murder innocent
black children?”

Her remark, together with the
conversation which followed,
hammered home the levels of
enmity which white rule in
South Africa has generated in
our African hinterland.

Obviously, Africa’s percep-
tions of South Africa differ radi-
cally from those of the aver-
age white South African, as do
perceptions about the levels of
competence, prosperity, justice
and democracy in black Africa.

But that’s not the point.

Just as white South Africans
deceive themselves into believ-
ing that theirs is a Christian,
just society and that most
blacks accept the current dis-
pensation, so black Africa con-
veniently overlooks its own fail-
ures as it unites against the
“racist regime” in Pretoria.

But that, too, is not the point.

The point is that, just as the
South African Government is be-
ginning to see itself as truly
African, so African rejection of
white South Africa and every-
thing it currently stands for has

become practically irreversible.

Ironically, of Africa’s white
settlers, it was the Afrikaners
who initially perceived them-
selves as being not quite Euro-

s the

Sy

Black Afriea

Mity Newl -

JOHN D’OLIVEIRA

Daily News Africa Service

pean and who developed their
own language, naming it after
the continent in which they
lived. Later they fought a bloody
war to escape British colonial-
ism.

Having lost the war, they won
the peace and the new Republic
of South Africa stood poised in
the early sixties to play a lead-
ing role in Africa.

But the Afrikaner’s short-
sighted obsession with the sur-
vival of his own culture and the
English-speakers’ hardly-con-

'cealed contempt for black Afri-

ca, coupled with both sections’
faith in the immortality of white
rule, prevented this.

Then the whole of Southern
Africa, from Angola in the west
to Mozambique in the east, was
under white rule and the winds
of change were only just begin-
ning to blow in the north.

Had Dr Hendrik Frensch Ver-
woerd then seen both the pros-
pects and the dangers and had
he then offered — as President
P.W. Botha did at the Free State
National Party congress earlier
this month — to help build a
new Africa on the ruins of five
centuries of colonialism and ex-
ploitation, he might have found
some takers.

But he saw neither the pros-
pects nor the dangers and he
went on to forge a policy which
now hangs like the proverbial
albatross round the neck of his
reformist successor.

At Harare last week, Mr P.W.
Botha’s appeal to the non-
aligned nations to turn their
backs on the ‘“‘exploitative”
Eastern and Western powers,
and to recognise South Africa’s

19D L

white Africans

leadership role in Africa, met
with little more than contempt.
Most of the people I spoke to
on the issue could not believe
that the South African State
President could be so out of
touch with African sentiment
that he could seriously suggest
a leadership role for his country
in a continent shaking off the
last trappings of colonialism.

Not that many did not agree

. with Mr Botha’s claim that Afri-

ca had been betrayed by the
major powers, that the Euro-
pean powers had plundered the
continent, that they had carved
it into artificial states and ex-
ploited its people and its re-
sources.

Some even agreed that the
issues in Africa “had little to do
with apartheid and had much to
do with the survival of the conti-
nent”.

And they agreed that South
Africa had much to offer, that it
could do a great deal to help
solve the continent’s problems.

But they made it clear that
this could only happen after
apartheid had been destroyed,
and after a black Government
ruled in Pretoria.

Nothing that I heard in pri-
vate conversation, or that was
said publicly during the week,
contradicted this.

Whatever their own short-
comings may be, black African
leaders obviously believe that
both time and Western public
opinion are on their side.

So while they expect South

. Africa will one day fulfil its

African destiny, they are clear-
ly prepared to wait until it does
so under a black Government —
or until the country’s white Gov-
ernment makes a dramatic
move in that direction.

b
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DET closes
20 schools
until end (}\
of the year

The Department of Education
and Training (DET) has an-
nounced that more than 20
schools in the Johannesburg
area and in the Eastern Cape
' in closed for the rest

of the year. 5
1t had ‘become «ynavoidable”

cerain schools until De

those msﬁt“ﬁonS;' e

Continued disrupti
® or attendance at some Schoot
ad led to @ situati oy

effective education could take
place during the gkl
~ @Due to last year’s disrup-
tions, many schools used the
first term to complete previous
llabuses and examinations
“and were only able to start with
this year’s work at the begin-
ning of the second term. -
~ Itwasno longer humanly pos-
‘sible to reach the scholastic
standards set for this year.
The names of the schools
would be released in due course.

‘where ol
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Dr Fourie said the
doing everything
sure that effect
could be resumed next year.
@ Some schools where pupils re-

registered at the beginning of
the third term but where educa-

tion was seriously disrupted
during that term, ma int
functioning sub
conditions, sai®
ment by ‘the Deputy M!
Education and Development
Aid, Dr Sam de Beer, and 1da-
mas;a»(lnterdenominﬁti nal Afri-
can Minister » Association).
““The conditions state that
pupils should return to school
in a daily

today and mainta

: i rogrammes Wi
make up lost time and will in-
clude afternoon and Saturday
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By Claire Robertson

The growing crisis in black education will leave
South Africa “cursed” with hundreds of thousands
of virtually unemployable youngsters, education-
ists warned today. '

Black schools reopened for the fourth term today,
after two years of widespread boycotts in many parts
of the country. :

Yesterday the Department of Education and Training
(DET) announced the “imminent c¢losure” of more than 20
schools in the Eastern Cape and Johannesburg.

The closure of the schools has been labelled a “desperate act by
desperate men”.

; }'llducationists approached by The Star called it an admission of
ailure.

Mr Ken Andrew, Progressive Federal Party spokesman on black
education, said: ‘““Obviously
there are complex problems
needing to be resolved in black
education, but the unilateral and
heavy-handed tactics adopted
by the DET since July have ag-
gravated rather than alleviated

~these problems.

“Increasingly, one gets the
impression that these are des-
perate acts by desperate men.”

A leading educationist, who

. asked not to be named, said:
- “Closing a school is a very final
. step — and an admission that
the situation is out of your
“hands. It is a signal that the
DET has lost control”.

No Johannesburg area schools
have been closed yet, but it is

likely that several will be this-
month, sources at the DET said.

It is believed these will include

the three high schools in Alexan-

dra, where almost no classes
- have been held this year.

The National“Cducdtion Lrisis
Committee (NECC) has called
on the Government to hand over
education to “the people” in the
wake of the decision to close
schools.

“The Government seems hell-
bent on destroying what re-
mains of our education,” an
NECC statement said. “It is
clear the Government policy has
failed totally. If our children are
to have education, education
must be in the hands of the peo-
ple.”

250 5 Dhes  Lhlen/loromen /T
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A lecturer at the University
of the Witwatersrand and for-
mer headmaster of Orlando
High School in Soweto, Mr TW
Khambule, described the deci-
sion to close schools as “tragic
for South Africa”.

“We know the disastrous ef-
fects on children denied an edu-
cation. This is building up great
resentment, not only, among
children, but among parents.

“The Government is under a
false illusion that the situation
will right itself. The only solu-
tion is to talk to recognised
black leaders, but the Govern-
ment will not do this, because
they somehow blame these lead-
ers for the situation.” *

The move by the education
authorities comes on the eve of
the judgment in the case in
which the NECC has challenged
the restrictions imposed on
schools earlier this year.

Pupils responded to the re-
strictions — which included
compulsory re-registration in
the third term and ID docu-
ments — with mass stayaways.

It is estimated that normal
schooling in the past two years
can be ‘“measured in weeks
rather than months,” said Mr
Andrew.

“South Africa will be cursed
with hundreds of thousands of
improperly educated and vir-
tually unemployable young peo-
ple, who are unlikely to contrib-
ute towards stability, peace and
prosperity in this country.”
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ot everybody

(especially in

South Africa)

recognises
that freedom is indi-
visible and that if
civil rights are to
have any meaning all
God’s chillun gotta
have them.

That is why those
who value whatever
liberty they may have
are surely encouraged
by the news from
Natal, where the pro-
posed bill of rights
drafted by the indaba
has evoked a huge re-
sponse, with something
like 100 000 members
of the public asking for
copies.

I don’t expect the
Government to share
the enthusiasm, though
they may in due course
feel compelled to rati-
fy the proposal. It was
not so long ago that a
Cabinet Minister
opined that no bill of
rights was needed be-
cause South Africa had
enough laws to protect
individual rights.

Really?

Ask the 10000 or so
people who have been
detained for weeks and
months without trial.
They and their families
might have a different
view.

A glance at history
is often instructive.
Seven hundred and
fifty years ago King
John was forced to sign
the Magna Carta, Eng-
land’s first bill of
rights. The charter
specified, inter alia,
that “no freeman shall
be imprisoned or out-
lawed or exiled or in
anyway destroyed, ex-
cept by the lawful
judgment of his peers
or by the law of the
land”.

OK, so it is argued
that the state of emer-
gency in South Africa
is the (temporary) law
of the land, even if it
has the effect of sus-
pending other laws.
Four hundred and fifty
years on from King
John, and those persis-
tent English were at it
again, inscribing their
rights in an Act of Par-
liament of 1689.

Having had a bad
time with various
kings, they went
straight to the heart of
the matter with a dec-
laration that “the pre-
tended Power of Sus-
pending of Laws or the
Execution of Laws by

\ < \ A \ \
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Encouraging
response to

the indaba’s
bill of rights

Regall Authoritie with-
out Consent of Parlya-
ment is illegall”.

The declaration said
further “that the Free-
dom of Speech and De-
bates in Parlyament
ought not to be ques-
tioned in any Court or
Place out of Parlya-
ment; and that excess-
ive Baile ought not to
be required, nor ex-
cessive Fines imposed,
nor cruell and unusuall
Punishments inflicted”.

The wording is a lit-
tle vague but the mes-
sage is loud and clear.

A hundred years on,
and the United States
Congress was approv-
ing the famous 10
amendments to the
constitution drafted by
James Madison. The
first states that Con-
gress can make no law
abridging freedom of
speech or of the Press

or the right to assem--

ble and petition for re-
dress of grievances.

That was in 1791.
Can we say as much in
South Africa in 19867
For the present any-
way, I think not.

£1 0
DURING a recent trip
to the Cape I found
time to visit Fish Hoek.
The railway runs al-
most alarmingly close
to Jagger Walk, the de-
lightful paved path
along the rocks at the
end of the beach, and
as a train went past
slowly I noticed that
the first three coaches
carried signs saying
‘““Whites Only —
Blankes Alleen”.

It seems that, as was
the case with Mark

Twain, rumours of the"

death of apartheid
have been greatly ex-
aggerated.

THE Western Province
Cricket Club is the
fairly august establish-
ment that owns the
Newlands cricket
ground. Its annual re-
port (which comes to
me because I have
been a member of the
club for about 35 years)
lists various distin-
guished vice-presi-
dents: old Springbok
cricketers, including
one (Tuppy Owen-
Smith) who played in
test matches 50 years
ago; and other people
by virtue of their offi-
cial positions, the head
of the army, the head
of the navy, the Divi-
sional Commissioner of
Police — and the Arch-
bishop of Cape Town,
described in this year’s
report as the Most Rev
P.W.R. Russell.

Will Archbishop
Tutu sit in the mem-
bers’ pavilion this sum-
mer, sipping gin and
tonic and listening to
the whack of willow on
leather? The club will
presumably nominate
him as a vice-presi-
dent, so we shall see.

EE R

THERE are about 40
weddings every month

in the chapel of St

Peter-in-chains at the
0Old Fort in Durban, ac-
cording to the newslet-
ter of the Durban Light
Infantry Regimental
Comrades’ Association.

A recent wedding
was that of a great-
grandson of Dick King.
It was at the Old Fort
that Dick King started
his famous ride to Gra-
hamstown in 1842 to
summon assistance fo’
a British garrison b
sieged by Boers.
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“ITisarsad state of affairs when someone who
is to meet the State President does not have
the grace to keep the appointment.

And it is sadder still when that person is Mrs
Coretta Scott King, widow of the great civil
rights leader, Dr Martin Luther King.

For Mrs King is committed to her husband’s
principles of non-violence, and it is only by
discussion that non-violent solutions to this
country’s problems can be found.

Apologists for Mrs King will say, as she does,
that she has been put under tremendous
pressure here and abroad and that her talks
with Mr Botha must take place at some other
time. :

But it is clear that the pressure was not so
much from overseas but from Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Dr Allan Boesak and Mrs
Winnie Mandela. .

And all three stand condemned for misusing
this most moderate and modest of women for
their own political purposes.

Archbishop Tutu has had meetings with the
State President and does not seem to have

_ been tainted in any way by them,

But he denies Mrs King the same opportunity.
When' told that the meeting had been cancel-
led, he Taughed and said “Wonderful”.

If anything were needed to prove that Arch-
bishop Tutu is a biased political priest, it is
his intervention in“this matter.

Dr Boesak, president of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches, who is known as much
for the “unique experience” he had with a
young woman as for his radical viewpoints, is
a man who savagely condemns South Africa
at every turn.

At the just-concluded conference of the Non-
Aligned Movement in Harare, he spoke of
“atrocities” and “gross violations of human
rights”, and warned the West that its massive
investment in South Africa would “go up in
flames” if it did not pull out of the country
immediately. Y

Of Mrs King’s projected meeting with Mr Bo-
tha, Dr Boesak said that groups opposed to
apartheid wanted Mrs King “to be so clearly
and without a shadow of doubt on our side,
and that means not fraternising with people
like PW”. :

He also told foreign Pressmen: “At a time like
this when PW’s hands are dripping with the
blood of our children, she comes here, being
who she is and what she represents, and talks
with them as though nothing had happened.”

Such hatred and anger ill-becomes a man of
the cloth, but Dr Boesak is known for his
intemperate language and political histrion-
ics. ;

Mrs Mandela, who has expressed her support
for the horrific necklacing method of killing
township “collaborators”, “informers” and
others condemned to die by the “comrades”,
will no doubt refrain from speaking about
such brutalities when she meets a woman of
such sensitivity and non-violence as Mrs
King.

Nor will she have discussed any peaceful solu-
tion to South Africa’s problems, since the
ANC, of which her jailed husband, Nelson
Mandela, is a leader, will not abandon viol-
ence and engages in acts of ghastly terrorism,
and its front organisations in South Africa

are responsible for the unrest in the town-

ships.
That Mrs Mandela should be able to induce

Mrs King to cancel her meeting with Mr Bo-
tha is a tragedy in itself.

For if there is no dialogue, there can onlj'be
violence.

And if a woman of peace cannot talk to a man
of reform without radicals putting up an iron
curtain between them, what hope is there of
reconciling the conflicting interests in South
Africa itself? {

Perhaps some good will come of the debacle,
for moderates in America will see at last that
the people who have been calling for sanc-
tions, divestment and other punitive meas-
ures against South Africa are not people of
reason, or reconciliation or peace.
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South Africa’s coal industry with a secret pasfsage
' to Western markexd in the event of a European

- Community ban.
Bulgaria and vftﬂumam; are v;;ld tl:) cb:damggiglteﬁast
uropean states provide a backdoor
Eln gghannesburg, ling Star financial staff re ogort that a
South African coal a s today he knew of one South

7

African company wlnk!b:
! low-grade coal a ;

| “.""’faé / ;
| on protecting their markél} by
'~ be to their own detriment if sancti i :
rices would almost rise.

y British traders say South Afncan coal is dlstinctive and would be
easily identifiable, even |~
in a blend of other coals,
and discerning buyers
who are wary of the po-
litical risks would be un-
likely to buy supplies
laundered through East-
ern' Europe.; ii e

One coal trader said:
“It is quite easy to iden-
‘tify the origin of a coal.
! Each variety has a spe-L

cificprofile”  Conduit

A delegation of South
African mining execu-
tives toured Europe re-

: cently in a bid to per-

m suade EC governments
ng not to back a coal ban. It

is not known if they es-

~0ne trader sax‘d “You
cbuldn’t disgulse South
African coal in a blend
mth coals from Eastern |
rope, but if it w 1d

for the right price on the
no-questions-

i gere would be

worth it. qut of the peo-
‘ple we deal with have
specifically stated thﬂ;
~they do nd& want.
African It‘
ould jeoﬁard:se our
‘business. . o
e a qaestioq of
whether you take som-
thing on board without
asking too many ques-
tions, or whether you are
| doing an honest job and
" not supplying South Afri-
can coal when it's made
clear you should not be.
“We would adopt a
_cautious approaeh, ggdf;
“ check all stocks to
we were not buying a
blend which included
South African coal.”

- tablished contact with
 Eastern Bloc traders.

Several major British |
companies in other sec-
tors of commerce have
also reported offers from
East European business-
men to set up a conduit
for British exports to
South Africa.

The British Industry
- Committee on South Afri-
ca — a recently formed

|| pressure group °PP°sm8.
arned

open secret trade links
 between  Britain and

South Africa.
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Teleletters

Mrs King ‘snub’:
Boesak ‘scared’

THE Coretta King case: disapproving
comment came from several Tele-
letters callers.

Mr S Gaffoor, Kensington: “Why the
pressure on Mrs King? Was Dr Boesak
scared of what she would find out
from President Botha? There are two
sides to every story, and people
should listen to both.”

Mr R Schmidt, Bergvliet: “The King
affair illustrates what democratic
freedoms we would have in this coun-
try were the Boesaks, Mandelas and
UDF supporters in power. We should
have to seek permission to talk to one
another — a carbon copy of the Soviet
Union.”

Mr M C Parker, Cravenby Estate: “I
fully support Mrs Coretta King’s deci-
sion not to see President Botha. He
has a record of insulting visitors who
are opposed to apartheid.”

Mr R Fisher, Claremont: “Mrs King’s
behaviour is not surprising. The UDF
is known for its ability to persuade
people into disrespectful and destruc-
tive words and deeds.” '

Mr L P Smith, Muizenberg: “If, as
reported, Archbishop Tutu was among
those who persuaded Mrs King not to
see President Botha, it negates all that
the archbishop said in his enthrone-
ment speech about brotherly love and
reconciliation.”

Mrs D J Richies, Sea Point: “It’s dis-
graceful how Mrs King has been used
as a pawn against South Africa. I feel
sorry for her. Perhaps she can take
Archbishop Tutu and Dr Boesak back
to America with her.”

Miss Lorna Quinton, Ottery: “It’s a
pity that Bill Cosby didn’t come to
Archbishop Tutu’s enthronement. His

comic presence would have fitted in
well with the international circus.”

Mrs J Steyn, Rondebosch: “South
African accountants win five out of six
prizes in a London-based exam writ-
ten by nearly 7 000 competitors world-
wide. This is surely something for the
front page and not to be tucked away
on page 10! Can’t the Cape Times re-
joice in any South African successes?”

Mr Roger Mulholland, Claremont:
“Congratulations on the dynamic new
look on the Cape Times front page. It’s
a classic and professional style,
putting the main story where it be-
longs — at the top of the page under
bold headlines. The whole page is a
bright invitation to read every word.”

Mr S Sklar, Highlands: “Mrs K Raw-
lins (Wednesday’s Teleletters) rightly
abhors violence, but appears to be
bored by reports of it. Has she has
ever seen or experienced a bomb at-
tack? It is not pleasant. People must
be made aware of the horror and trag-
edy these attacks cause.”

Mrs Joan Sacks, Kenilworth: “Surely
Mrs Rawlins must realize that ‘ostrich
in the sand’ attitudes like hers are the
cause of the pathetic situation in
South Africa today. We must be aware
of what’s going on, be it boring or
harrowing.”

Miss M T Smith, Rondebosch: “Auck-
land Park at its best! Tuesday night’s
Afrikaans television play was simul-
cast on the radio in — believe it or not
— Afrikaans! Brilliant!”

@® if you would like to comment on
these or any other issues, contact Tele-
letters & 24-2233 between 9am and
noon.




ANTHONY JOHNS N
Political Correspondent

EMBATTLED Mrs Coretta Scott

King yesterday met, kissed and
made up with UDF patron Dr Al-
lan Boesak who called her fail-
| ure to keep an appointment with

President P W Botha “a very wise
and courageous decision”. £

And a meeting between Mrs

Winnie Mandela and the UDF
leadership in Johannesburg is
expected following Mrs King’s
tactical decision to get “on sides”
with the UDF.

~ After a lengthy telephone call
and a half-hour meeting yester-
day, Dr Boesak and Mrs King said

X ‘, \ v fb
h t\xey were relieved

-~

that “misun-

a?i-t:'standings and mispercep-

‘tions” surrounding her trip had
~been cleared up. ok
. Dr Boesak was pleased Mrs

King would be “leaving this 'co'un_-: £

‘try with our (UDF) support”.

~ peared anxious to put aside the
_controversy that has surrounded
her trip and her secretary, Mr
Ofield Dukes, yesterday disal-
lowed reporters’ questions on the
-cancelled meeting with Presi-
dent Botha. g

It was “very likely” that she

would be briefing United States

King's delegation ap-

Schulz, and mem ks of Congress
ulz, and members of ,
~on her return — “and if the presi-
dent is interested in seeing her,
‘that’s fine”, Mr Dukes said.
@ Meanwhile, Archbishop Des-
‘Tutu yesterday reportedly
hat a meeting between Mrs
King and President Botha-would
have detracted from the solidar-
~ ity Mrs King had come to South
~ Africa to demonstrate
* He also denied charges by
President P W Botha that he had
misled Mrs King on conditions in
Crossroads and Khayelitsha.
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Simon Barber

pean policy.
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which has been ruled out by the EC.

‘Difficult’

United States needs.

tive economic sanctions.

sanctions.

between the EC, the U S and Japan,

as it stood.

WASHINGTON—British Foreign
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe
said yesterday sanctions against
South Africa were unlikely to be
effective because there was little
hope of a co-ordinated U S-Euro-

After two hours of talks with Secre-
tary of State George Shultz, Sir Geof-
frey nonetheless predicted that
European Community foreign minis-
ters would approve the sanctions
package worked out at The Hague last
June when they meet in Brussels next

‘At the informal meeting of ministers this
last weekend, a majority were ciearly in fa-
vour of implementing the package which
Britain has said it will accept if that is the
wish of its partners,’ Sir Geoffrey said.

The Hague measures include import
bans on South African coal, steel and iron,
which are also part of the Senate sanctions
Bill President Reagan is threatening to
veto. The furthest the White House thus far
is prepared to go is a landing rights ban,

Sir Geoffrey made it clear that arriving
at a consensus on the Hague package had
itself been so ‘difficult’ that there was no
chance of its being renegotiated to suit

He also suggested that the US Adminis-
tration’s refusal to endorse the Hague
package — even though it was under heavy
pressure from Congress to take much stron-
ger steps — was an argument against puni-

“That is part of the case against sanctions
because all history underlines how diffi-
cult it is to achieve completely watertight

‘Even if there was precise co-ordination

would be other trading nations and indi-
viduals seeking to outwit them. Which is
why a number of us are s0 sceptical.’
Meanwhile the House of Representatives
was preparing to shelve efforts to brin,
Senate Bill more in line with its total trade
and investment embargo and accept the
upper chamber’s more moderate language

‘Reluctant’

Thnsvwould give Mr Reagan 10 legislative
days either to sign the Bill or cast a veto.

If, as is almost certain, he chooses the
latter, he will have to expand his recently
renewed executive order to win enough
votes in the Senate to sustain the veto.

Sapa-Reuter reports that West Germany
remains highly reluctant to take measures
against South Africa and will try to limit
the scope of proposed joint European Com-
munity sanctions, according to official and |
diplomatic sources in Bonn. f———————

The sources, involved in
discussions on EC moves
against South Africa, said
Bonn had replaced London
as the chief opponent of
sanctions within the com-
munity and was determined
to restrict the planned EC
package as far as possible.

‘The Government accepts
that it cannot stand alone if
the other EC states decide
to go ahead with sanctions,
but we are in principle still
against such measures and
want to keep them within
strict limits,” one official
said.

The foreign ministers of
the 12 EC states are due to
co-ordinate their positions
on economic sanctions at.
talks in Brussels on Septem-
ber 15 and 16 and diplomats
say they have already
:_agreed the framework for
joint action. 3

The joint measures are
expected to include a ban
on imports of coal, iron,
steel and gold coins worth
about R4,3 billion a year
from South Africa and pos-
sibly a bar on further in-
vestments here. 3
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§ ernment is a client of
the service which is op-
erated by Sapa.

The section of the
statementexpunged by
Sapa was a blistering at-
§ tack by Chief Buthelezi
j on  Archbi Des- §
mond Tumb]:\l::ip])r Al-
{ lan Boesak for their al-

leged role in exerting
pressure on Mrs King to
j cancel a meeting with
himself and a meeting
with the State Presi-
dent, Mr P W Botha.

scribed the actions of
the two men as amount-
ing to “political rape”.
A spokesman for
Sapa confirmed yester-
day that a portion of
‘| Chief Buthelezi’s state-
§ ment had been deleted
~when it was transmitted
to  newspapers for
reasons of possible libel.
‘| However, a number
of newspapers, includ-
ing The Citizen, which
| obtained a copy of the
Buthelezi, quoted ex-
| tion omitted in the Sapa
§ transmission. :




ByBRIANS‘NART
ANDREW THOMSON
and Sapa
CAPE TOWN. — The

on visiting

United States  civil

rights leader, Mrs Co-
retta King, had given
her an msnght into the
“ruthlessness” of rad-
jcals in South Africa,
Mr Louis Nel, Deputy
Minister of Informa-
tion, said yesteo;day.

Afnwssecumyproblem ;

is intimidation. Mrs King
was subjected to one form

of it, namely public black--

mail,” Mr Nel told The
Citizen.
“It must certainly have
given her a strong
into the ruthlessness of
radicals.”
Government  sources
indicated yesterday that
they hoped the ANC and
on Mrs

meet with the State Presi-
dent. They would also be
aware of the reaction,
say, in the United States
if a visiting dignitory
bowed to intimidation
and left President Ronald
Reagan waiting for a pre-
arranged meeting.

“It is not the sort of
thing tolerated in the
treatment of any head of
state, anywhere,” the
sources said.

'Amenmn civil

had been prepared to
meet Mrs King, knowing
her views and general
outlook.

Earlier, the US Infor-
mation Service in
Town effectively
owned Mrs King by dis-

as “‘a misconcep-

~ missing
tion” suggestions that the

report she is preparing for
President Reagan on her

trip to South Africa will
carry an official stamp.
A spokesman for the

_US Information Service

in Cape Town
that Mrs ng had not
been given “a mandate or

mission” by the US Gov-
. ernment.

Mirs King, widow of the

rights
leader Dr Martin Luther

‘King, arrived in Johan-

nesburg from Cape Town
yesterday afternoo
She refused to speak

about the incident in

which she failed to attend
a meeting with the State
President  saying she
would deal with it at a

amfetence in Jo-

* Mrs Kin, andher :
g
were whisked through pag
amvalshallat.lanSmms'
Airport into two buses
and a luxury car and
takﬂ"wafcenﬁﬂjohan-v

In political circles it was =

pointed out that the State
President Mr P W Batha

lan Boesak, met Mrs ng
at her hotel in Cape Town
shortly before she left for

“Dr Boesak said her
(Mrs King’s) cancelling of
the meeting (with Mr Bo-
tha) was very cour-
ageous,” Mr Dukes said.-

Mr Dukes denied
claims made by anotber
advance Press aide, Miss
Mamie Thompson,
Durban yesterday, that

a
visit to Durban because of
stress which had made her

unwell.

Reacting to reports that
Dr Boesak and Anglican
Archbishop ~ Desmond
Tutu had put pressure on
Mrs King to cancel the
meeting with the State
President, Mr Dukes said
she had “made her own
decision, based on her
own . judgment, in wy
unusual cmmmstanees

“We cleared up W
derstandings in terms of
Mrs King's proM'
and certain perceptions,

Dr Boesak said of jﬁ
meeting.

Mrs King sald in Cafic
Town she was very pleas-
ed the meeting with Dr
Boesak had come about
and “had time not been

so tight we would ‘have
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IT  makes fascinating -
‘reading — the fears por-
trayed by some of your
~ obviously White writers.
- They go out of their - way
to attack Bishop Des-
- mond Npilo Tutu, a man

- of God, peace-lovmg and

- bold in spite of all else.

For years we have been

forced to believe by

- White theologians that
God was White, for

Whites, and therefore»

- was  supposed to be
- worshipped by the pink-
race. Why aren’t we
- allowed to worship with
them in the Afrikaans
churches? Is this not pol-

_'mcal? Is seemg Christ

ey go out of

y tOO‘
ishop

through Black eyes politi-

You have to look at the
CPSA’s  appointments
based on race, stipends
based on race, etc, and
when these evnls are ex-
posed you say politics are
presented in the pulpit.

There’s a prayer in the
prayer book which is said

. at mass — praying for the

political rulers of the
land. Had they been God
fearing, would they have
treat His Creation in this
fashion. Perhaps there
are two Gods — one for
pink-faces and one for
Black faces.

P MABOPE

Nelspruit

R |
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Forgotten facts on

S\OMrs Cosby of TV
fame threatens to
make a film on the life
of Mrs Mandela,
whom she will doubt-

/[ =

! //Q«L_-—N

Mandela

/]

......

less present as a fighter
against White domina-
tion, whose innocent
husband is languishing
in prison because of
anti-apartheid views.

Mrs Cosby will certain-
ly be unaware of the fact
that Nelson Mandela was
one of a group of terror-
ists rounded up by the
police in 1963 at a farm in
Rivonia, Transvaal.

These Communist plot-
ters were caught red-
handed with plans show-
ing targets to be sab-
otaged (such as power
stations, police stations,
houses of Black police-
men, and all means of
communication), to-
gether with an arsenal of
210 000  handgrenades,
48 000 land mines and 50
tons of explosives — suffi-
cient to kill a quarter of a
million people of all races
and enough to wipe out
Johannesburg.

At Mandela’s trial fur-
ther facts emerged that
saboteur recruits were be-

N

ing trained in Ethiopia,
Algeria and Tunisia, and
a revolutionary Council
of State organised to take
control the moment the
revolution succeeded in
South Africa.

Mandela, who was a
leader of the banned Afri-
can National Congress
(ANC), boasted that he
and the Communist Party
had planned violent rev-
olution.

Along with other con-
spirators, he was sen-
tenced to life im-
prisonment for the crime
of High Treason.

At the present critical
stage when hordes of indi-
viduals and organisations
in South Africa and
abroad are jumping onto
the idiotic “Release Man-
dela” bandwagon, it is
imperative that these for-
gotten facts about Nelson
Mandela be given wide
publicity, before the
Mandela campaign gets
quite out of hand.

“RELEASE ... THE
FACTS”
Pretoria

Why has

Board
allowed
‘sex’ play

AS an interested member
of the public, I would like
to make a few comments
on the play “Funny Pecu-
liar” now showing at the
Andre Huguenet Theat-
re.

The Star’s write up on
the play is to quote “full
frontal nudity, coarse lan-
guage and crass sexuali-
ty” which, as a Christian,
goes against Christian
convictions.

According to Act 42 of
the Publications Act
1974, this should not be
allowed and I would like
to know why the Censor
Board has allowed it or
have they?

Also I would like to
bring to the public’s at-
tention on September 4,
The Citizen reported of a
Kwa Mashu lady who was
jailed after showering
topless on a Durban
beach, and yet we have
Johannesburg Whites, for
whom the norm is to be
covered, stripping and
simulating sex on stage.

How can we allow this
immorality and injustice
to be part of us as people
who boast of having a
Christian heritage?

We trust other interest-
ed people will likewise do
something to rectify this
situation.

CL KNAUT

(¢

Erasmia
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a  non-Anglican
°h“l‘°h806r, I am sure I
reflect the views of many
others, when 1 say that
the Anglican hierarchy
owes the people of South
Africa an explanatlon for
the way in which- they
condone the anti-South
African  activities  of
Bishop Tutu.

This man has no auth-
ority outside his own
church, but has taken it
upon hlmself to travel
worldwide, condemning
South Africa at every
turn. One wonders if he
would have the same free-
dom to criticise the gov-
ernments of the countries
he visits.

Far from being con-

" ctivities

cerned with the spiritual
welfare of his church, his
aim seems to be to de-
stroy this country, both
politically and economi-
cally. He is constantly
talkmg to South Africa’s
churches — it was he who
invited Senator Kennedy
to this country, that man
who is one of the prime
movers behind the sanc-
tions against us. Tutu’s la-
test contacts have been
with the Chinese com-

munists — this speaks for

'I;gtu’s

el Qﬁ

One can only assume
that the Anglican Church
supports him in his cam-
paign, since they have
raised him to an even
higher position.

It is time the ordinary
South Africans, who are
the chief target of this
man’s spiteful behaviour,
demand that his church
call a halt to his political
activities.

J MASTERS
Pretoria

TSRS
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COMMENT

King’s choice

ORETTA SCOTT KING, the

gentle American widow of

the gentle American pro-

ponent of non-violent ra-
cial conciliation, seemed to ar-
rive in SA with an open mind. She
came for the enthronement of
Archbishop Desmond Tutu but
was prepared to meet both Presi-
dent Botha and Chief Mango-
suthu Buthelezi.

Within days, the more unfor-
giving victims of apartheid like
the Rev Allan Boesak had per-
suaded her to snup both Botha
and Buthelezi.

Americans who know and re-
Spect King are now asking how, if
she cannot be permitted to talk
to the white rulers or even to
less-than-murderous opponents
of the system like Buthelezi,
white and black South Africans
can ever be expected to sit down
and talk to each other directly.

Perhaps now the Americans
will begin to understand why the
“necklace” was invented. " Mrs
King was subjected to “moral”,
or at least verbal, suasion; had
she been South African she might
well have been set on fire. Urban
councillors who tried, whether
mistakenly or from venality, to
find some basis of co-operation
within the System, have had their
homes burneq.

There was no reason — other
than ignorance — why King
should have thought she was im.
mune to the demand of radicals
to choose — ejther white or
black, apartheid or liberation,
capitalism or “people’s democra-
oy ]
Buthelezi, one of the men she
lacked the conviction to see, has
often been threateneqd with death

for trying to find a peaceful way
to resolve the racia] conflict in
SA. He has been Systematically
slandered, blamed for violence
for which, on the evidence, he
bore no re ponsibility, and vilj-
fied. s

The Natal indaba which he
helped to nurture has produced a
Bill of Rights which meets any
respectable, Western standard of
democracy; it is condemned by
obponents of “collaboration” be-
cause it contains the standard
Western protections for minor-
ities. Such civilised restrictions
on unbridled power are seen
these days as an obstacle to the
“will of the majority” — to the
dictatorship of the proletariat, if
you like.

The Bill of Rights was a tri-
umph of compromise, one which
brought together blacks and Afri-
kaners with other minorities in a
common endorsement of the
equality of man, regardless of
race. But as g compromise it js
anathema to the people who also
do not want King to meet Botha
or Buthelezi,

The polarisation of SA is not in
doubt, but as time passes it is less
and less a polarisation of black
and white. Both blacks and
whites are to be found on either
side of the great divide which
NOW  separates liberals from
communists, capitalists from
collectivists, conciliators from
revolutionaries, pPeacemakers
from the ideological warriors of
the Left,

Indeed, choice s becoming in-
escapable, but it js not 4 choice
that innocent survivors of the
civil rights movement will find
palatable,
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ACHIEVING WHAT?

THE MESSAGE that comes
through loud and convincingly
from the pressuring by Mrs
Winnie Mandela and Dr Allan
Boesak of Mrs Coretta King, wid-
ow of the American civil rights
leader, Dr Martin Luther King,
is that they are not interested in
any story being told other than
their own. Nor in anyone seeing
anything, however short of per-
fection, of what could constitute
an improvement in the lot of
blacks, like the hundreds of
Khayelitshas and far better
about the country.

And that is tragic. Not be-
cause the other side of things
might possibly show this Gov-
ernment in a better light, but be-
cause it establishes, pretty
conclusively, that neither of
these ‘leaders’ in the black com-
munity has much regard for the
whole truth. More especially,
however, does it question
whether all they're interested in
is not projecting extremes.

Like the earlier threats on
BBC television by Mrs Mandela
involving the ‘necklacing’ of any
opposition; Tuesday’s supposed
justification for Mrs King not
meeting with President Botha —
that his hands ‘dripped with the
blood of our children’; like the
reasoning of the ANC in exile
that any ‘talks’ should be about
the handing over of power, not
how a new South Africa could
be ordered.

And for Dr Boesak to adopt
the supposedly high moralistic
position that ‘we do not want her

Chilly

THE WARNING that the Gov-
ernment’s policy of privatisation
could mean that the job security
of the civil servant was fast
disappearing no doubt sent a
chill through the cosy ranks of
the Public Servants’ Association
in Durban this week. And that
probably, is a good and
invigorating thing.

Let us make it clear that we
are not indulging in civil-ser-
vant bashing. South Africa owes
much to countless able and
dedicated state employees do-
ing essential jobs, and this
newspaper has always
championed competitive rates
of pay for them.

Our quarrel is rather with the
vast administrative empire that

has been created evertheyears

to serve the Government’s failed
policy of apartheid. It is also
with the inherent vices of a bu-
reaucratic system that has been
allowed to grow until it employs
about one in five of the country’s
workers, and double that num-
ber if one includes parastatal
organisations. Among the
shortcomings are slow decision-
making, inhibition of individual

dignified presence in South
Africa to be used for propagan-
da purposes by the South Afri-
can Government’ is pitiful.

. The same bunch not having
conducted either Mrs King or
that mockery of a democrat, U S
Senator John Kennedy, around
any black housing other than
the cesspit that is Crossroads,
exposes their propaganda ma-
nipulation of both and detracts
from the dignity and impartial-
ity of the very woman they claim
to be so concerned about.

A further concern of
moderates wishing others
abroad to understand the com-
plexities of this country is that
this sort of ‘skeletons-in-the-
cupboard’ tour orchestrated by
those possessed of a martyr
complex, while not unlike some
of the Government’s own ‘guided
tours’, could well provoke the
response from Pretoria that ‘if
we're going to be abused at
home we might as well slam the
door on all our detractors’ —
and more of the locals included.

How does any of it contribute
to resolving problems? Does it
reconcile anyone? Improve the
lot of blacks? Or does it simply
massage the egos of those who
espouse the all-or-nothing, any-
thing-justifies-the-end philos-
ophies of the radicals and
anarchists? They invite counter-
violence, which is probably
what some want — and a situa-
tion from which no one will
emerge a winner.

breeze

initiative, and lack of incentive
and reward for outstanding
performance.

Mr PW Botha’s promise to
rationalise and prune the public
service when he took over as
State President has amounted to
little more than a game of musi-
cal chairs in which nobody
loses.

Now an overburdened exche-
quer is looking for a way out —
privatisation. In his address to
the congress Mr Laurie Korsten,
executive chairman of Volkskas
Bank, described it as ‘the
fastest, easiest and most popu-
lar method to create a climate
and environment in South
Africa to give the economy a
new meaning and make it easier
vo-find political solutions for the
country.’

Naturally there will be resis-
tance from many who are paid to
regulate our grossly over-gov-
erned society. But we believe
that the best of them, those who
are not mere time-servers on the
gravy train that is taking them
towards a fat pension, have
nothing to fear and much to gain
from a more efficient system.

4
‘Never mind the SCenely, Mrs King. This is getting down to it!’

ket economy.

Buoyed by a comfortable
lead over the ruling Con-
servative Party in public-
opinion polls, Labour
published plans’ this week
to reassert State control
over key sectors of the Brit-
ish economy denational-
ised by Mrs Thatcher.

pro-government Daily Mail.

‘Labour still hasto come
to terms with changed att;-
tudes towards public own-
ership . .. social Ownership
does not look likely o solve
any of the economie prob-
lems which have plagued
the nationalised industries.

Alan Elsner LONDON

But by avoiding use of the
term ‘nationalisation’ the
socialist party sought some-
thing of a break with its
past, implicitly recognising
the difficulty of reversing
all of the wide-ranging eco-
nomic changes wrought by
Mrs Thatchar.

Instead it¢ blueprint for

of establishiig ‘social own-
ership’ over| industries in
fields such a}s defence, oil,
aerospace, phipbuilding,
steel and information
technologies.

The Labouf Party trade
and industry, SPokesmap,
Mr John Smih; talked of
avoiding the #Ver-manning,
inefficiency 'and red tape
that charaegerised nation-
alised tndy ciries-in the

ing ‘industr 1 democracy
and accountasjjity’

But his worias failed to
convince politik-a/commen-
tators, who
plan with a
scepticism and{ hostility.

‘A documenti of ineffable
woolliness andi tedium, em-
bedded in whiich are the
latest proplosals for
nationalisation, sorry,
social ownership,” wrote Mr

Andrew Alexander in the

the British ¢conomy spoke |

past in favo§r of establish- |

It will certainly not save
the sector from bureaucra-
¢y or constrain political in-
terference, the Financial
Times commentedin an
editorial.

The reaction encapsulat-
ed the dangers for Labour
inherent in its policy. Un-
der Mrs Thatcher hundreds
of thousands of pecple ac-
quired shares in the stock
exchange for the first time
in the 1984 flotation of the
State telephone company
British Telecom (BT). Most
reaped a handsome profit
on their investments. Lab-
our’s document included
detailed proposals for the
renationalisation of BT and

. of British Gas, whichis due

 to bg floated-£n {hweistoths

markgt laler this year:

But in a new departure
*he party said BT’s 1,7 mil-
Iy shareholders would be
allayed to maintain a non-
votilystake in the company
In UM form of interest-
bearimhonds or securities
tied tOthe value of the
company, :

Privalisation versus
nationalisgion is likely to
be a cenfig jssue in the
coming geera] election.

Mrs Thatcher,bidding for a

third term, cap delay hold/

From The

Scriptures

GOD poured out the Holy
Spirit abundantly on us
through Jesus Christ our
Saviour, so that by his

THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA intends to pur-
chase 200 000 tons of grain from South Africa
over the next three years, according to Li Teh-
hai, Minister of Economic Affairs, who said
that the Taiwan Power Company would import
cqal from the RSA as well, and that both coun-
tries were discussing investment possibilities.

grace we might be put right
with God and come into

J J Nerbonne TAIPEI

possession of the eternal
life we hope for. — (Titus
3:6,7)

Technics

"BIG
SOUND”’

is also in
our new stereo

Single
Keyboards

UNBELIEVABLE
FROM ONLY

R1295

and with
correct international
size keys
[Easy Credit
facilities available

Natal
Orgar Go

SOLE SELLING AGENTS
DURBAN
MARK LANE 3045431

PINETOWN
HILL STREET 70141012

The R o C would encour-
age its businessmen to go
into diamond-mining joint
ventures as well, Li re-
vealed.

The Republic of China
has reiterated its ban for
national security reasons
on any person from a com-
munist country visiting, at-
tending meetings or parti-
cipating in sporting events.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
manJ Y Chiu had to set the
picture straight after a
clamorous complaint ag-
ainst the authorities here
for not allowing a few
young ‘Go’ or ‘Weichi’ play-
ers from a European com-

munist country to partici-
pate in a competition in
Taipei.

Chiu explained that in an
attempt to allow Chinese
sportsmen and women to
take part in international
sporting games the Govern-
ment does not ban local
residents from attending
international sports com-
petitions in communist
_cou'ntries if the players are
invited by an international
organisation. Chiu was try-
ing to explain the some-
what unusual presence of
the Chinese Taipei Wom-
en’s basketball team which
competed in Moscow in

sell by Public Auction.
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Instrqcted by a sugar baron, an industrialist and a
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ing the poll ungj June 1988

Labout blueprint
comes under fire

BRITAIN’s opposition Labour Party, bid-
ding for power in elections likely next
year, is trying to persuade voters that it
has a credible alternative to Prime Min-
ister Mrs Margaret Thatcher’s freemar-

but she is expected to opt
for the second half of next
year.

Mrs Thatcher regards her
denationalisation pro-
gramme, which has already
seen the sale of more than
£8 billion (about R28 bil-
lion) of State assets to the
public, as one of the
centrepieces of her seven

years in power.

The sale of British.Gas at
an estimated £6 billion
(about R21 billion) will add
considerably to that total
as well as setting a record
for the largest stock-market
flotation. It is also expect-
ed to provide the Govern-
ment with the means to
finance potentially vote-
winning tax cuts in advance
of the election.

Conservative strategy is
likely to play on public
fears that Labour’s propos-
als would herald a return
to the ‘bad old days’ when
massive, impersonal bu-

. Motors eallier this year —

reaucracies sqendered
public funds byhisman-
aging key parts olhe econ-
omy. Against thi Labour
argues that privasation of
BT and other ¢mpanies
has not improve Services
to the public al has re-
sulted only, ashe policy
document put!, ‘in the
transfer of ‘asse from all

citizens to a stect few, de-
priving the pople of what
is rightfully tleirs’.

Smith alsp tuched on an-
other thems yhich Labour
successfully exploited in
helping thyart the sale of
the State-gwned car com-
pany Britis1 Leyland to U S
giants Foid and General

that privafisation led to the
take-over of key sectors of
the economy by foreigners.

‘We are the true patriots,’
he declared. “Thatcher is
selling the epuntry, its as-
sets and its futﬁnre.‘ —

The Forum

Federal system
~the only way %

28 you say: ‘Those r

SIR — In your editorial comment on August :
t peace should stir them-

able men and women of all races who wan
selves and make their just demands heard’.

Standards
being
lowered?

SIR — With the increased
attendance at our main
universities of black
students we appear to
be faced with a problem
of lowered standards.

In employing black gradu-
ates one finds in most
cases that these people
do not have better abili-
ty or education than one
would normally find
with the average white
matriculant.

Although the educational

authorities deny this
one can only believe
that the graduation
stafndards have been
lowered to accommo-
date these people. How
else does one arrive at
any understanding of
why this should be.
While this letter is in no
way intended to deni-
grate black students it
must be faced that
South Africa more than
ever requires graduates
of the highest standard.
With the ever-increas-
ing demands on our own
human resources the
answer is not to churn
out graduates in sau-
sage-machine style but
to increase the stan-
dards to meet the high
quality the country
needs.
graduation certificate
should not be a piece of
paper to say that a per-
son has been to univer-
sity but evidence that
he/she has been educat-
ed to be useful to the
needs of this harsh
world.
EMPLOYER

TV blues

SIR — Having watched
Network on Tuesday
evening (September 2) I
asked my husband if he
would be prepared to sell
the TV before the licence
becomes due for payment
at the month’s end. ‘Why try
to sell it?’ he replied. ‘Just
try to find someane mad
enough to take it away free
of charge’.

ENOUGH SAID?

(Sapa-Reuter) 1

Well, I consider myself to

fall in this category, and in
the circumstances would

like to voice my opinion, as
follows:

1) There should be abso-
lutely no further decision-
making by our present
government.

9) The three separate
Houses of Parliament
should be abolished, with
immediate effect, and a sin-
gle House created where
whites, Indians, coloureds
and blacks will sit together.

3) After adoption and im-
plementation of 1 and 2
above, all future decisions
can be made jointly.

The question may well
arise: who will represent
the blacks?

Very simple. :

Since a start has to be
made some time, I would
suggest Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi and all the lead-
ers of the independent, or
self-governing, homelands
which in any case should

be brought back to form
part of South Africa. It is
my considered opinion that
some form of federal gov-
ernment will in the final
analysis prove to be the
only viable system of gov-
ernment for our country.
PRO PATRIA

Durban

staff tops

SIR — It was with some surprise that we, and sevexal
other members, read Mrs Oxby’s letter (Mercury, August
28) denigrating the staff of the Central Lending leri\ry.

We have been coming to
the library for a great many
years, at least two or three
times a week, and we are
always given pleasant
smiles, a few words, and at-
tention to our books, even
though queues may be long
first thing in the morning.

Usually, too, when being
stamped out, a cheerful re-
mark or two, such as: ‘Man-
aged to find some nice
books today?’

We have not often seen
the girls just standing ‘chit-
chatting’ unless the counter
happens to be idle — and
why shouldn’t they chatter
together sometimes, if the
public is not neglected?

After all, they need to en-
joy their work, which in-
volves a lot of standing.

e

!N THE past few years
-u thietProgressive Fed
eral Party has moved
away from engaging
exclusively in the ‘tea
and cakes’ politics of
wooing white voters
and has become in-
creasingly involved in
trying to help resolve
roblems in the town-

.| ships

| prp Aatal coast regional
diresor Mr Roy Ainslie
sayf the PFP’s work in the
to#nships has been going
o for some time but has
peen intensified by the
states of emergency last

mid-August.

1- G A S «

TAIPEI has already started
preparing for the 1978
Lions Convention which
vyill be the largest interna-
tional meeting ever held in
the Chinese capital. Some
30000 Lions delegates plus
another 10 000 family mem-
bers are expected who will
have to be quartered in
over a score of hotels with
headquarters apparently
scheduled at the Howard
Plaza Hotel.

Taipei was chosen as the
Lions’ convention venue for
next year although Japan,
Korea, Singapore and 10
cities in the U S A were vy-
ing for the convention.

1 £ - B8 -/

A THREE-MAN medical-
research team here claims
it has clinically proved that
acupuncture treatment can
cure the common cold and
influenza.

Their study, begun four
years ago, has shown that
insertion of an acu-needle
into the Hoku point, which
is located between the
thumb and index finger
stimulates an increase of
interferon in the blood.
Interferon is a protein sub-
stance produced by virus-
invaded cells to prevent re-
production of the cold
virus.

Lin Chao-keng, director
of the Acupuncture Study
Centre of the China Medi-
cal College, added that
classical Chinese medical
books had traditionally
claimed acupuncture could
cure colds and influenza
but previously no study had
been undertaken as to why

this was so. Other disorders
long believed curableby
the needle include héd-
ache, arthritis, convulsins
and lethargy.

b ¢

THE Taiwan Power Cin-
pany has engaged lawyes
to study the possibilityof
asking the General Electic
Co of the United Statesto
pay compensation for p-
perty and equipment lossgs
incurred after a fire in fhe
first generator of the thid
nuclear power plant, infhe
south of the country, lst
July.

They really don’t haye
much hope because thea-
cident happened after fie
warranty on the equipment
had expired. GE sent sp-
cialists and provided some
$63 million dollars worthof
equipment to repair the
damaged generator, so fhe
Taiwan Power Co can hard-
ly claim GE has been
unresponsive.

bS48 - g

NO ONE would have be-
lieved it possible, but
barely three years after
MacDonald’s Hamburger
sold its first Big Mac here
the city has become somme-
thing of a fast-food jungle
with no sign of saturation.
Some 40 ‘convenience’ food
chains now vie for the
youth market which ap-
pears to be the chief one in-
fluenced by the sale of the
almightly hamburger.

year and this year and the
shock resignation from Par-
liament of Progressive Fed-
eral Party leader Dr Fred-
erik van Zyl Slabbert and
the charismatic Dr Alex
Boraine earlier this year.
Mr Ainslie said previous-
ly too many PFP members,
including key officials, left
too much work for Dr
Slabbert and Dr Boraine
but now individuals were
trying to do more work in
parliamentary and extra-
parliamentary politics.

Participates

He said the PFP believed
a negotiated political set-
tlement in South Africa
would come about through
Parliament, which was why
it was there.

‘But to be effective in its
parliamentary role the PFP
can’t cut itself off from the
mainstream of the broad
liberation movement.’

Mr Ainslie said that, par-
ticularly during the states
of emergency, extra-parlia-
mentary anti-apartheid ac-
tivists and township
residents who felt they
were being harassed
turned to the PFP for help.

‘We employ the use of the
-parliamentary shield to
protect the weak and ex-
pose injustice.’

Mr Ainslie said the extra-
parliamentary work of the
PFP had, to a certain ex-
tent, been a natural pro-
cess where whites made
friends in the townships
and became involved in
township issues and prob-
lems.

He did not want to give
specific examples of the
help the PFP had rendered
but it is known that various
members have helped org-
anise visits to detainees by
their families, intervened

Some new store or shop
appears to open every week
here, and a recent report
claims that France, Canada
and Japan now have, or are
planning to have, franchise
outlets in the R o C.

ALL political comment in this
issue is the responsibility of
J O McMillan; headlines and
contents bills, J Barker; car-
toons by Paul Lessing — all of
12 Devonshire Place, Durban.
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work
townships

Stuart Flitton
Political Reporter

in some instances of securi-
ty-force action and publi-
cised vigilante violence.

He said the PFP saw it-
self in a mediating role by
virtue of its ability to work
with diverse groups such as
the United Democratic
Front and Inkatha.

‘There has to come a time
when people from diverse
organisations learn to live
and co-operate within some
broad consitutional dis-
pensation.

‘The time is long overdue
that the people from var-
ious organisations started
talking more and killing
less — we are doing our bit
to facilitate that.’

Mr Archie Gumede, UDF
national president, said the
PFP was doing more now
than in the past to help
with the process of change
and seemed to be respond-
ing out of their belief in
democracy.

Publicity

‘The PFP has used its po-
sition in Parliament very
much to assist people who
have been the victims of
the actions of vigilantes,
Inkatha and the security
forces.

‘“This has been especially
so in highlighting things
which would not have re-
ceived much publicity.

‘The PFP has been asking
questions in Parliament
and has insisted that the
Soweto killings be debated
in Parliament, and all this
shows the PFP is genuinely
concerned with the welfare
of everybody in the coun-
try,’ Mr Gumede said.

Mrs Mary Burton, Black
Sash president, said the ex-
ample of the late Mrs Molly
Blackburn had spurred oth-
er PFP members to work in
the townships.

Mrs Burton said the
PFP’s unrest monitoring
committee in the Western
Cape had been of great
help to township residents.

‘At times of heightened
crisis in the townships the
PFP has been able to go

in the

where other people have
not been able to and they
have used this prerogative
to good effect,” she said.

test

We have noticed that the
two readers’ advisers, too,
' respond instantly io que-
ries and are very well-man-
nered, pleasant girls.

Many of us older people
come to the library for an
outing to meet friends, gos-
sip and collect books.

So, as we remarked to
Mrs Moran one morning
some months ago, it is a
pleasure to come to the li-
brary these days as she
really has a nice staff.

She herself does her best
to get us all the books she
can with the money at her
disposal.

Youre mvited

to take your last

could spoil you for anything else.
The Ballade has so many luxury features; it is
constructed to exceptionally high quality controls; itis

finished with paintwork that's the envy of many big

jetters to the Editor

SIR — When Natal ceases
to be a province and

I'TVC.

A word of warning: driving a Honda Ballade

Can’t do
better

achieves full autonomy as a
sovereign state — or even
semi-autonomy under a
federal system — it will,
need a refurbished judicial
system and a Bill of Rights.
With this in mind we can
hardly improve on that
which has been in exis-
tence in England since 1215
AD.

Let me quote some of the
noblest phrases from Mag-
na Carta:

‘No man shall be seized
or imprisoned or stripped
of his rights or possessions,
or outlawed or exiled, or
deprived of his standing in
any way, nor will we pro-
ceed with force against
him, or send others to do
so, except by lawful judg-
ment of his equals or by the
law of the land.

“To no one will we sell; to
no one deny or delay right
or justice.

Any country that does not
subscribe to these princi-|
ples cannot be called free. |

NORMAN PARTINGTON
Durban

library

™.,

We thought we would let! |
the library staff know that, |
there are members of.the|{
public who do find them |
satisfactory. et 4§
P STEELE (MRS)
B SPILLER (MRS)
Durban f

b

Economic |
folly: ot

SIR — It is a matter of grea}
concern that certain Cabi|
net ministers, some with
short-term service, receive
enormous ‘golden hand-
shakes’ plus a fat salary]
tax free, for the rest of thei
lives.

How long can this go on
without a drastic impact on
the economy, considering
the large unemployment

below the brea

makes no sense. And what
if many others of these offi-
cials also resigned to climb
on the bandwagon!

J C LARKAN (MRS)

ilgures and peopé?,.ligu%% !
e, i

Durban

AS a by-election is pend-
ing all letters of a politi-
cal nature must bear the
writer’s name and street
address (not box num-
ber) for publication. In
terms of the Electoral
Act noms-de-plume can-
not be accepted.

limousines. Then on the road, it handles with impeccable
manners; smooth, responsive, ajoy to drive.

Find out for your- HONDA

self. Arrange a test-drive now. Quality is the lasting impressior
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laws of 8A,

Tutu- sashing appears to be the
chief o cupation of most of them
and, intoed, of most white South
Alrican |, including many newipa-
par edii>rs. The evils of apartheid
paie Inv ) Insignificance when com-
pared w th those of a black bishop
(who ha the temerity tc ravel he
world frst class, nogal
support for what he con
only paceful method
goveran ent to serap
How da’e

he

Wie

— - 1 st .
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salves far too 3
shiave hin-nein

pure souls wit
sych the
hack hrot




