
 

 

 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
DEPARHHENTCH
INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY

POBOXN7W
Lusaka, Zambia
Telephone: 219656/7

 

UNITED ACTION
FOR Psom's rowan Telex: 45390

7th February 1990.

The ‘Tasks OF the DIP 1n ‘the Current

F>ear‘i<)ci-

1:1. The new situation that has arisen inside our country as a‘

. resuTt of the unbanning of the ANC, the SACP and other peopTe’s

organisations has been recognised in the recent NWC statement. It

says among other things:
" We need to consider the opening of offices and

information centres inside the country.“

As a Department, the DIP wishes to p1ace the foTTowing

recommendations before the NEC for consideration and immediate

action.

1:2. The DIP has a centraT roTe to pTay in ensuring that the

presence of the ANC is seen and feTt in every corner of our

country, by every segment of the society and by every possible

constituency, inciuding those that are diametricaTTy opposed to us.

This requires a massive muTti—pronged propaganda and information

exercise that wi11 famiTiarise everyone with the poiicies, the

ideas and programme of the ANC in Tanguage, symboTs and concepts

that are easiTy grasped assimiTated and with which our peopTe can

. identify.

1:3.Thus far our propaganda has been directed at awakening the

sense of common nationa1 grievance and arouse a sense of their

Tatent power and capacity to change their situation among the

peopTe. This we have successfuTTy done and gaTvanised our peopTe

to act in unity and around a series of issues that demonstrate not

mereiy a grasp of singTe and particuTar grievances but an

understanding that these are rooted in a system.

The task now is to activate and inspire the people into every form

of seTf—activity expressive of their seTf—confidence and seTf—

knowiedge as their own 1iberators.The ANC and its aTTies, the MDM

and the generaT movement for nationaT democratic transformation of

our country must be seen and embraced as their movement and their

instrument for bringing about the transformations we seek. It must

have visibiTity, it must be a constant and ever—growing presence,

addressing their needs and aTSo giving them direction in terms of

their satisfaction.

2:1. ChanneTs of Communication:

These must ineTUde the visuaT; oraT/aurai; written.0f these the

  

 
  

 



 

 

most immediateTy effective is the visua] and pictoria] because it
requires no skiTT to assimiTate the ideas.In this category we must
incTude: Posters;

Pictures;
T Shirts;
Stickers;
FTags and embTems;
Video tapes;
Fi1ms;
STide shows.

2:2.Visua1: Since we are TegaT it is theoreticaTTy possibTe to
cover every conceivabTe surface with an ANC message everyday and
every week, in every written and spoken Tanguage in South Africa.
The same appTies to pictures, stickers, etc. We shoqu therefore
immediately produce at least tweTve different poster designs, with
the appropriate s]ogans and other messages in every spoken and

written Tanguage in South Africa. A11 these can be immediateiy
reproduced as stickers, T Shirts; buttons and on other items of
c10thing.The
ANC artists must be activated for this purpose forthwith and
sympathizers around the woer shoqu be mobiTised to assist. To be

effective the designs must not onTy be bon, they must be
aestheticaTTy pTeasing, exciting and hard—hitting.

2:3. Flags and Banners: We must immediateTy requisition through our
friends in Britain a bon and imaginative design for an ANC
banner/s for use on pubTic demonstrations and other manifestations.
We must aTSo produce one for the Women’s Section and the Youth and
Students.8uch an imaginative design must then be the prototype for
reproduction inside the country in as many numbers as we can
manage. The banners shoqu depict not onTy the ideas centra] to our
programme but aTSo the notion of the peopTe as their own

Tiberators. This must be artistic and not hagiographic.Every
conceivabie region, district, town/city and TocaTity which we have
even the s1ightest presence in must have its banner which contains
something or other distinguishing it from other pTaces. (E.g. the
Witwatersrand Region banner coqu contain Mine headgear denoting
the gonen city).
This variety wi11 have the virtue of giving the impression of

strength at a11 demonstration, mass conferences where different

regions are represented.

SmaTTer flags, ranging from the 6 feet x 3 feet, dispTay fTags to

smaTTer hand—her ones must be produced in their thousands and

distributed for peopTe to hoist and wave when and wherever they

can .

2:4.Emb1ems: We have over the years produced ear-rings, cups and
saucers,pens, decorative pins, badges, note pads and a host of
other visible items carrying ANC 10905 and embTems. These must now

begin to f100d the country in every possible form.

2:5. Video and film shows:

  



 

 

The ANC video Unit and other sympathetic bodies have produced a
host of materia] of propaganda worth. There are the videos of the
AmandTa EnsembTe, the Free MandeTa Concert at WembTey,CASA 1987 and

various other ANC activities, news videos, and discussions on a
variety of topics. In addition there are the purely information and
documentary ones. A11 these must now be made wideTy avaiTabTe
inside the country.0n fiTm there are a handfu] of materiais which
can be of some propaganda use. We must now orient our video and
fiim unit towards both the coiiection'of news and the preparation
of stimuTating and informative video materiais. We wi11 be able to
ca11 upon our friends in other parts of the wor1d to assist us in
increasing and improving our output.

To ensure that these materiais reach the widest possibie audience
the ANC must give consideration to a propaganda caravan/s which
wi11 house a Targe video screen, VCR equipment and speakers. This
can then be used to traveT from Tocation to Tocation putting on

various video shows that carry an ANC message. If we couple this
with a street theatre troupe it can be even more effective.Thus far
the video materia] reaching home are seen onTy by the e1ite who
have eTectricity in their homes and VCRs We need to get this to
Targe numbers of peopie in the townships, the shanty—towns and
smaTT out of the way vi11ages and dorps.

The propaganda caravan wiTT aiso be equipped to stage shows in

sma11 ha11s and schooirooms in out of the way p1aces. It must
therefore aiso have its own power source so as not to be
constrained by the absence of eTectricity.

We shoqu get the cooperation of shopkeepers, especialiy in the

townships and other b1ack areas to use their Targe dispiay windows
to house a TV and VCR which can run a number of such materiais

especiaiiy in the evenings and on Saturdays.These can range from

Tight entertainment to ta1k-shows and other materia]s.These very
same methods can be appiied to Siide shows.

3:1.0ra1/Aura1: Over the years we have empioyed street broadcasts

records and cassette tapes to communicate the message to our

peopie. We are now in a position to augment these with the use of

sound trucks and even a pirate radio. In the meantime we must work

towards the setting up of a Commerciai radio channel inside South
Africa. The Transkei, which houses CapitoT Radio, shoqu not have
a prob1em granting us a Ticense. It shouid be attractive enough to

catch as many Tisteners as possibie but aiso poiitica] enough as

not to just become a pop station. News, interviews and other more
serious materiaT must feature on it. We cannot hope to reiy on
advertising to keep us going so we shouid be prepared to run it at
a Toss. There is aTready a campaign to buy the ANC a transmitter

for Radio Freedom. This must now be re—oriented immediateTy towards
this objective pius the raising of funds to maintain the station
and its personnei. DIP wiTT have to give serious consideration to

recaTTing its most experienced Radio Freedom journaiists for

immediate depioyment on this project pius obtaining the services
of patriotic disc—jockeys and announcers on a commerciai basis.

 



  

 

Records, cassette and RF outside South Africa can then augment this
aspect of our work.; Sound trucks couid occasionaTTy be used to

carry the message on the streets of the townships and other BTack

neighbourhoods.

4:1. The Written word:(Newspapers, Teaflets and magazines) The ANC
has a number of pubiications printed outside the country. The
greatest cha11enge that faces us now is setting up a reguTar

newspaper inside South Africa. To do this we wi11 need money. Like
the Radio Station we must be prepared to run this at a Toss though
we wi11 of course soTicit advertising from a11 sources.To produce
such a paper requires that we obtain the services of an experienced
BTack journaTist to be news editor and recruit a team of good
democratic journaTists to work under him. Editoria] poTicy however
wi11 vest in the DIP which wi11 be responsibTe for the Teader page,
features, etc.As priority we can speak of producing a weekiy which

must as soon as possibTe become a daiiy. We must work immediateTy
towards hiring a. temn of transiators for every major African
Tanguage and Afrikaans to produce regiona1 editions of the paper
as we11.We shoqu aim at having on the streets, everyday of the
week in as many Tanguages as possibTe, an ANC daiTy paper that wi11
be the voice of the Teadership by the end of 1990.

For the immediate the ANC must produce a number of sma11, easiiy
read and assimiiated pamphlets expTaining policy and the programme
of our' movement. These must be transiated into a1] the spoken
1anguages.The other sectora] journaTs can be coTiapsed into this

newspapers as is the case now with Mayibuye.

We must produce without deTay an Information package which wi11 be
heavy on visuaTS and Toaded with short pithy fact papers p1us the

ANC’s most recent NEC Statements and short documents. It must be

attractiveiy presented and highiy professionaT. If necessary we

shoqu obtain the services of a good advertising outfit to design

it for us. The facts wi11 come from us and wi11 be for our

message.This wi11 go at a1] the SA newspapers as weTT as to

important figures in business, education, Taw, medicine, the

churches and to other figures whom we think we shoqu reach.

We must exp10re the possibiTity of a Teafiet campaign which must

commence as soon as possibTe to bombard every BTack residentia1

neighbourhood with our propaganda. The Teafiets must be attractive

and informative. Baiioons, drops from Skyscrapers and

passing cars aTOng the highway must a1] be part of our repertoire

of dissemination. The 01d door to door methods must not be

negTected as a means of direct communication.

An ANC magazine, aTOng the Tines of Sechaba, but internaiiy

focused, must aTSo be top priority. This makes more urgent the need

to improve Sechaba.0nce we begin speaking to our own peopTe we wi11

need to be current, informative and up to the standard of the

existing journais inside the country today. The slapdash journaTism
we coqu get away with as an externaT journal would destroy us

 

 



 

within the first month if we did it.We must secure the reguTar
services of good a serious movement anaTysts to deaT with the
current issues and to cover the arts, sport,etc.If necessary we
woqu have to consider saTaries.

5:1. PTan of Action:
The DIP core must meet without deTay to pTan and execute the
aspects of this programme that can be immediateTy
imp]emented.Serious consideration must be given to the
strengthening of the DIP core with experienced comrades from other
departments. The venue for such a meeting wi11 have to be HQ.This
wi11 invoTve a number of comrades from Lusaka,London, Harare, Addis
and Madagascar.

Rapid and reTiabTe communication between DIP HQ and its most
important outTying stations is essentiaT and can no Tonger be
deTayed. The DIP must immediately' acquire proper premises in
Lusaka, equipped with adequate telephone lines, telex, copiers,
telefax and other requisites. The conditions under which we
presentTy work are untenabTe given the demands that are being
pTaced on us.A portion of these requirements have aTready been
fi11ed by a donation from Norad.

5:2. The NEC must set up a task force to trave] to SA, composed of
the key DIP personne] augmented by comrades in the internaT
machinery to exp10re the possibiTities on the ground and to
prepare 2: concrete programme of action for the foTTowing six
months.807id communications with home must be established direct
to Lusaka and to London. DIP must submit plans for setting up ANC

Information Centres in a1] the urban areas and a centraT

Information Office under the interna] Teadership structures.

5:3. On the return of the task force, the DIP must send a

deTegation to key areas of support and funds - such 8 the

Scandinavian countries, NetherTands, US and Canada to raise the
funds for the p1ans set out here.

5:4. By May-June the key personneT for the fquiTment of these

tasks must be in pTace inside the country and have begun to work.

6:1. Key Target Dates for 1990.

March 21st — 30th Anniversary of SharpeviTTe. Though the PAC
has had a Tow key reaction, it might want to use the occasion to
put itseTf forward. We shoqu pTan to mount a Targe a visibTe ANC
propaganda exercise on that day and the week that foTTows to

coincide with the banning on 30th March. A speciaT issue of
Mayibuye must be pTanned for that date.

May 1st — 40th anniversary of the ATexandra Township massacre

of 1950. International Workers Day. Together with the other
eTements of the aTTiance the ANC must make a big showing at



 

 

 

ra11ies, demonstrations and other events of that day. Propaganda
on the theme must a1so f1ood the country.

June 16th ~ South Africa Youth Day.

June 26th — Fortieth anniversary of the first Freedom Day
strike; Thirty fifth anniversary of the Freedom Charter.
Must see 'the beginning (fl: a sustained,massive ANC propaganda
offensive

August 9th— South African Women’s Day.

6:2. If the ANC is to win the hearts and minds of the South African
peop1e it must popu1arise its programme, its ideas and its
1eadersh1p as the repository of the most profound hopes and
expectations of our peop1e. We wi11 only be ab1e to do this if we
re-orient our DIP and invest in it to achieve the results it can
produce if properly equipped.

Z. Pa11o Jordan.

Secretary for Information.  

 



  

H V HarareMr Mbéki soon wowed them  
.. P.
" Africans unprepared for such urbani.11:
. ity within the1anks of the African"

with his erudition and bonhomie.

Within minutes, with bizarre famil--

iarity under the circumstances, he

was calling Danie Craven “Doc”.

  

  

 

   
  

  

Nat'i al H:1.{2,1 ‘ ,; At one point after the meeting;
A1111 su _nce ot' 1'igiddogma“T1anSvaal Rugby Union presidentj;

dismiss ‘ ‘ argument.- 1 ~ 7 Louis Luyt grabbed Mr Mbeki in a{
. There hubt Mr Mbéki’s 1111- bear hug and said with mock alarm, .

pact 011 th u111uitiatedIS impressive:"“1’111 just a little fellow. You must'

1 And, c'e 1y, he is nobody's typical protect me from the press": .

revolutionary But what heIS instead, The expectation must be that, ‘

'» one feels, is‘ what he has carefullythings being protracted rather than;
f‘groomed himself tobe .. 3 equal', Thabo, Mbeke' will become' ‘  

  . Reasonable, cons1dered sharpp.; 5‘president of the organisation his fa-
«‘-Theremay be a statement of _1ebe1- ther, Govan, has been involvedwith

1 lion in the beard. But then even top r for more than half a century
’executives of the ANC need to watch 7?" His rise from director of infoi'ma-

vi, what they Spend on razor blades; '1 5 tion and publicity to head of the de-

' Contrary to the popular view that“: partment of international affairs

1 they live high off the hog on funds -' to replace JohnnyMakatini, who died   

 

   ?fradulently mugged from soft Nordic
:3 governments, members of the admin- 5’

istration in exile1n Zambia subsist on
- a paltry stipend.

The bulk of those funds is chan, .

f neled to the military effort. The chief
'- press spokesman beds down like a; 4 . .

' ANC presidbnt. Reportedly, the two .squatter in 'one comer of a room in‘
an over-populatedLusaka house: ‘1’g

1' , Thabo Mbeki is better off than'f’
most because he has a Working wife;
Zanele Mbeki is an‘ organiser with51 cused with Mandela in the Rivonia- ‘-

Trial. Mr Tambo was Mandela’s _the United Nations HighCommission “

for Refugeesin Lusaka. " ,
.Mr Mbeki’s dress usnally is dis- .1. .

tinctive: a hound’s tooth sports jacket
alternating with Cuban shirts.A11d
always a pipe, underlining a look ei—
ther of humour or contemplation. ..

' Whether by study or not, being1

  

 

earlier this year—- effectively moves1
him from fourth position in the ANCaf’I

hierachy to thirdAt the age of 46, he
has youth on his side. And consid
ablepolitical nous‘. ,. 1.~~ ; .

For some years, he has doubledas -

 

political adviser to Oliver Tambo, the

are very close, To begin with, there‘

Mandela Govan Mbekiwas a co-acz. ’

partner'in a law firm
Should the present impasse over '

negotiating with the ANC continue to
a point where Mr Tambo decides to ‘

step down, it is likely Thabo Mbeki
will be elected to succeed him. Some ‘
of the military commanders, like»

charming is what Thabo Mbeki does . Umkhonto we Sizwe’s chief-of-staft

extremely well. Last October, for ex—11 Chris Hani, might feel hard done by.'7-

‘ _ ample, when the South African rug'hy
chiefs met an ANC delegation in

 
But they really do not have the intel-
lectual ammunition to match Mr

 
 

; Department Of lntemationa
Affairs, hemeved another step

   

.: . nearer. JOHN RYAN of the Africa.

is a relationship through Nelson-—.. ..

tipped as a future president0
the African National Congre
This week, with his appointmen
as head or the organisation'

News Service reports

1 1;amt:(,5: 1.1.4 V...‘ ,,;2 1'1Mbeki.
" Details hf Mr Mbeki's mid-termj."
education are sketchy. Hewas born
in the Transkei on June 18,1942. It15
understood he moved to Port Eliza- ;

  

vforganised widespreadprotests
‘ .' against Bantu Education.

 

Then we went to the United States

j of his life1n exile also is not record1
ed. But'in the early Seventies, Thabo. «-

, Mbeki obtained a degree'in econom-;.'
. ics from the University of Sussex.

When the 1976 student riots1.

     

 

   

   

    

 

     

  
   
  
  

beth at the age of 13 when his father '
became Cape leader of the ANC and .
he went to school in New Brighton.
By 1959, at 17, Mr Mbeki was ac-

v

tive in black student politics He he- ‘
came a member of the African Stu-
dents’ Organisation, forerunner of the gy
South African Students’ Organisation
(Saso). He ran the A30 in 1961, and

 

,through the ranks and was a
. director of'i11fe1'111atio11 and puhlici-w

- , , Tanzania strongly denied the report
; when it appeared. But at the meeting

Then he moved to Soweto and 01'-
lando. Whether or not he completed
his schooling at that stage is uncerv ‘
tain. But 'what is known is that Mr,.

though his son led an ANC delegatingMbeki sought refuge in Swaziland at
some time between 1961 and 1963.5

What happened during that

sparked an exodus of hundreds of:
‘ black students from South Africa, Mr

' Mbeki was already, active in the .
{ ANC. And his experience as past’:
leader of the; African Students’ 01-31
ganisation must have been invalus

'able to the organisation.. ‘
From then on, he worked hisway Q

ppointed

 

Dunng.the townsh1unrest of the
’: mid-eighties, the ANCpleadership be- :‘
came worried about the level of the T:

., -. anti-white violence and the fact that - '
.r radical elements among the township
youth seemed to hemoving heyonq,
anycontrol. 3"".7’" ‘

Thabo Mbeki was assigned to coor-
dinate a diplomatic campaign
volve morepwhite South Africans in
the anti-apartheid drive to try to off- .
set the hatred of the young blacks.

The dialogue that has followed be-
tween the ANC, white academics,
churchmen and politicians, organisa-~
tions like the Institute for Democrat-
ic Alternatives for South Africa

(I‘dasa)— and the S A Rugby Board—”
has been an extension of that cam-

 

toin- .

paigh. AndMrMbem hasheen pres-
"ent at just about all these discussions,
usually heading the ANC representa-

 

Govan Mbeki joihed theSouth
African Communist Party'in 1961. Al-

to Moscow in 1986, there is no evia
dence to suggest that heis a CP
member. Thabo Mbekiseems11m
of a pragmatist thana111deologue,;.

Not only does he emerge in con-
versation as an original thinker, but
he also appears to be one of the
directors of ANC policy? .
it was Mr Mbeki who indicated to

1ne last September that the organisa-
tion was prepared to drop its previ- V
ous stipulation about“no normal
sport in an abnormal society.” be-
cause suchan insistence was count-

; .er-productive. It suggested nothingin
South African society should change

. 1 'until everything changed.
ANC spokesmen1n Zimbabwe and

With the rugby chiefs a month later;
it was proved correct .

Whether Mr Mbeki had discused
the matter with Mr Tambo befOre
.speaking to me is difficult to say.
Possibly it'was ah spontaneous re-
sponse, prompted by a question. -- '

- It was announced at a conference
of ANC chief representatives and re-
gional treasurers 111 Oslo this week‘
that the organisation is to open eight
more missions around the world.
These are to be in Washington, Ma-
drid, Tunis, Tripoli, Kampala, Cara-
cas, Accra and Managua. . «-
- As the ANC’s foreign ministet' in
effect, Thabo Mbeki will be exporting
his charisma that much further. "
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